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A Matter That Concerns Us All 


N HISTORIC EVENT that may materially affect libraries throughout this 
A country took place at the A.L.A. Council meeting on October 14. 
Althea H. Warren, Los Angeles Public Library, addressed the Council, 

saying in part: 

We all know that the problem of federal relations has been a concern of the Council 
for over ten years. We know, too, that the only way we ever did, or can, accomplish 
anything is by having an able person at Washington who is there week in and week out, 
year in and year out, to push single mindedly the interests of libraries as other interests 
must, be pushed and promoted in Washington. We also know that the thing that we 
care for most at this hour is that the librarians of the United States shall really be plan- 
ning and thinking about the men who are coming back from the front. We know that . 
a practical accomplishment in our own field of endeavor is to serve better the areas 
where they will come home to find no libraries or poor libraries. 

The Army officials tell us that hundreds of thousands of good books now in Army 
libraries, and the equipment that goes with them, will be disposed of when demobiliza- 
tion gets under way. And under the control of the Surplus Property Administration is 
other equipment which libraries need, typewriters and Army trucks, convertible into book- 
mobiles, for example. The Army seems agreeable to putting these books to public use. 
If we are on hand at the proper hour and have taken the preliminary steps, the Surplus 
Property Administration, or Congress, may give us title to these books. Jz is an oppor- 
tunity that we must be ready for. 


Miss Warren then moved to authorize a campaign to enable the A.L.A. 
to maintain a representative in Washington and to set up a committee includ- 
ing representatives of the Executive Board, the Library Extension Board, the 
Library Extension Division, the Federal Relations Committee, and the Trus- 
tees Division. ` 

The motion was seconded .and carried unanimously. Elsewhere in the 
A.L.A. Bulletin will be found news of the campaign thus launched. 

Carl Vitz, President of the American Library Association, in commenting 
on this action said: 


"The Council has given us as librarians the opportunity to promote energetically the cause 
of better libraries. If this opportunity—namely, to provide better representation of library 
interests in Washington, to promote the extension of library service, to make Army books 
available (when no longer needed by the Army) to the demobilized men again returned 
to their homes, and to create nationally a better understanding of the value of libraries in a 
general program of education—is taken, then, we may expect an extension of library service 
in a few years which before took decades to secure. 
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A.L.A.’s Growth and Gress Roots 


Marian C. MANLEY 


HE CONSTRUCTIVE INTEREST taken 

in the development of A.L.A.’s pro- 

gram and activities has been conclu- 
sively demonstrated in the correspondence 
received by the committee. Space does not 
permit the publication of all the letters. 
They have come with freedom and spon- 
taneity in response to an article in the May 
A.L.A. Bulletin followed by circular letters 
to public libraries, to state association offi- 
cers and state agencies, and to college and 
university libraries. The writers represent 
many degrees of professional standing; past 
and present officers of the Association; li- 
brarians of small libraries in Massachusetts, 
New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Illinois, Ne- 
braska; staff groups in Washington, Ohio, 
Nebraska; Association groups in Ohio, Mis- 


souri, California, Louisiana, and Canada; 
individual librarians of large libraries 
in New York, Pennsylvania, Michigan, 
Massachusetts; and college and university 
librarians in many states. They voice 
conclusions reached by groups of adminis- 
trators and in meetings free from the admin- 
istrative point of view. While the interest 
is country-wide, the West Coast opinion has 
been more freely and frequently expressed. 

Since the same topics were brought up in 
most of the letters, quotations have been 
grouped under these points and the over- 
all picture presented here. In this series 
the committee. presents data for the mem- 
bers’ consideration. There are questions 
that must be answered, but the answers 
must come from the members themselves. 


The Neighborhood to the Nation 


p CONSTITUTION shows “the object 
of the American Library Association 
shall be to promote library service and li- 
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brarianship.” ‘The “Association? is not 
only the officers, Executive Board, Council, 
Headquarters staff, and committee mem- 
bers, but also the members without official 
contact. They too have responsibilities in 
the attainment of the Association’s objec- 


.tive. But what channels are open by which 


they may meet this obligation? It is because 
the consciousness of this responsibility has 
increased and the recognition of the diffi- 
culty in meeting it under present conditions 
has been driven home, that the desire for 
regional groups and meetings has become 
so widespread. 
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In the many letters received by the com- 
mittee, comments such as these are repeated 
over and over: 


Regional meetings alternating with A.L.A. 
conferences would be advisable because of ex- 
pense involved in attending A.L.A. annual 
meetings. 

Our, preference is for an annual A.L.A. 
meeting plus tri-state or regional meetings, 
according to needs of area with programs 
planned and arranged by regional officers with 
help and advice—not direction—írom Head- 
quarters. 


A.L.A. makes its deepest impression on 
members at the conferences, yet many li- 
brarians because of distance or lack of funds 
never or rarely attend a conference. We sug- 
gest that the country be broken down into 
regional units with regional meetings held 
every other year instead of the annual con- 
ferences. 'This would enable more members 
to attend and result in greater membership 
participation. While we do not want to give 
up the annual conferences, they have become 
so large and unwieldy that the average per- 
son feels lost and submerged in them. 

Why cannot conferences be held regionally? 
If this were possible a great many more 
people could attend and A.L.A. officers would 
be able to come into closer contact with more 
people in the field. Members would then feel 
they had closer connection with the Association. 
There would be no need of a large national 
conference but a meeting like the A.L.A. mid- 
winter meeting could be held to conduct 
business. 


‘The members are not alone in their recog- 
nition of the need for broader contact and 
distribution of policy and problem consid- 
eration. Members of the Headquarters 
staff too are conscious of the problem and 
have expressed themselves as follows: 


There is a need for close correlation of 
state, local, and regional organizations with 
A.L.A. to the end that the organizational 
activities of all general library groups (es- 
pecially public, school, and college) may be 
considered part of the A.L.A. program. This 
would involve better communication of ideas, 


plans, and opinions both ways if realities were 
to match the appearances. 


'The local discussion group, whether it is a 
chapter of the A.L.A, or is connected with a 
division of the A.L.A. or whether it is an 
existing local library group, seems another 
basic step, especially if we could persuade 
those groups to send back to Headquarters 
something in the way of opinions, material, in- 
formation, etc... . 

I am a firm believer in integrating the 
membership on the national, state, and local 
levels. . . . 

Looking ahead, I hope that there may be 
further development of regional meetings, 
either alternating with annual conferences or 
supplementing them. . .. I feel strongly that 
the conferences are now too big for the per- 
sonal contact between Headquarters staff and 
individual membérs which is desirable and 
that forty-eight state meetings are more than 
we will ever cover adequately. Ata P.N.L.A. 
or Southeastern or Southwestern library 
meeting, however, it is possible to get to know 
a number of people really well and it gives a 
chance for the younger member to carry on 
organizational activities in training for the 
national organization. If our membership 
were an integrated one from national to lo- 
cal, the very young member might not expect 
to carry on national activities at once but 
might start nearer home and prove his value 
in the local, state, or regional organization. 
At least, this is the process which works 
successfully in other professional organiza- 
tions, . . . 


This wish for local and regional A.L.A. 
groups has been expressed by members from 
the East to the West Coast. This repr 
sents the desire to bring discussion and « 
tion on library policies and possibilij 
within reach. What may be wanted 
opportunity to talk matters over in 
smaller groups, with the discussion r 
from the local area to further dis 
by regional groups. ‘Through 
local emphasis and limitation ir 
view might be modified by the 
other sectional slants and by disct 
light of broader experience. 17] 
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as they reached the national forum would 
be weighed in the light of still broader ex- 
perience but offered with the confidence 
of interest and support developed through 
a broad basis of membership interest. ~- 


By-Products of Wider Participation 


PART FROM the value of Association de- 
A cisions reached through widespread As- 
sociation consideration, by-products of value 
in the development of librarians and the 
library profession would be: 

I. A greater knowledgé of abilities of 
many members 

2. Experience in public discussion that 
would encourage further community ef- 


forts 


3. Development of latent leadership. 

One national plan suggested provides 
three levels of organization: 

District, corresponding to areas, such as 
towns around large cities, a related com- 
bination of counties, or other normal li- 
brary groupings. 

State, where such a relationship seems de- 
sirable. 

Regional, comprising much larger areas, 
corresponding to the federal reserve dis- 
tricts. 

National, the A.L.A. as it now stands. 

Present state and provincial associations 
or city library clubs might affiliate on re- 
gional or district levels, if desirable. State 
associations might prefer to remain inde- 
pendent for work with state legislatures and 
other special conditions. 

To recognize that situation in a sequence 
of meetings calls for consideration of dif- 
ferent needs. Appropriate frequency of 
contact for local levels, distribution of op- 
portunity for regional and national levels, 
and business continuity for national affairs 
could be provided by a schedule along these 
lines: 

District meetings several times a year. 


State meetings once a year. 

Regional and A.L.A. general mecungs: in 
alternate years. 

Business A.L.A. midwinter meetings E 
nually. 

District meetings could foster the de- 
velopment of special public relations cam- 
paigns, cooperative plans, or other efforts, 
and would result in a closer knowledge of 
personnel. State meetings would permit 
the continuance of special state efforts. 
Alternate regional and general conferences 
would insure the promotion of a broad out- 
look while still maintaining contacts at 
closer range. The midwinter A.L.A. meet- 
ing, if concentrated on Association projects, 
committee business, and Council action, 
would mean continuity of effort. 

In time funds for the regional groups 
might represent an allotment from the dues 
of all members in each region, though this 
would require more dues or a reduction 
in other activities. Districts might be 
financed by an allotment from the regional 
treasury. Provisions for relating regional 
groups to the A.L.A. Council through 
elected delegates would be essential to 
maintaining effective liaison service. 

Does such a general outline seem suitable 
for adaptation to future development? 
Comment on this and agreement or dis- 
agreement with its basic steps is needed for 
committee guidance. 


No Formal Action Necessary 


TO FORMAL ACTION by the Association is 
N necessary to try out the feasibility of 
such meetings. All it requires is interested 
activity by A.L.A. members in various re- 
gions. Regional meetings could be held at 
any time and their convening to consider 
the effective development of the A.L.A. is 
logical now. Such meetings could be pre- 
ceded by many district meetings for the 
advantage of wide basis of consideration. 
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The question of a 1945 A.L.A. conference 
is one still to be decided. Such regional 
meetings might well help in reaching a 


sound decision on this as on other matters. 
What do A.L.A. members propose to do on 
this problem that is theirs to decide?! 


ALAA. Headquarters Service 


N THE SERIES of Bulletin articles, the 

present workings of A.L.A. Headquar- 
ters were described by the department 
heads. These articles helped to give a 
clearer idea of the many activities centering 
at Headquarters. That they were of defi- 
nite interest these comments show: 


The contribution that has been made this 
year by Headquarters staff to make the var- 
ious departments known to members has been 
a helpful step. 


Members should be informed as to what 
the Association is doing, how it serves li- 
braries, how the individual benefits directly 
or indirectly, etc. Recent articles in the Bul- 
letin about various departments of A.L.A. 
have been interesting and enlightening. 


On the other hand, the relationship be- 
tween the Headquarters staff and the 
members reflects the feeling that, to many, 
Headquarters is an established machine 
working along abstract lines rather than one 
easily susceptible to the changing currents of 
member interest. But do the members try 
all the existing channels for influencing As- 
sociation effort as expressed in the activities 
of the Headquarters staff? Are these fif- 
teen thousand members, involved in the 
daily problems of a many-faceted occupa- 
tion, always free to see national objectives 
quite clearly or recognize all the steps taken 
toward the objectives? And can Head- 
quarters, somewhat remote from direct ex- 
perience of the rank and file, either fully 
realize their current problems or, through 
obligations to established activities, be alto- 
gether flexible? Much thought has been 
given this by A.L.A.- members as these com- 
ments show: 


A.L.A. should share its problems, its aims, 


‘its goals with members, so that members have 


a greater feeling that their dues are being 
spent for something. 


Everyone recognizes the need for a strong 
national organization. However, it cannot 
exist effectively without constant contact with 
all its members. It is out of the question to 
expect enthusiasm in return for apparent in- 
difference. 

To put it frankly, the Association needs 
color, personality, and it will derive these 
only from the individual personalities in the 
membership. Both Headquarters and mem- 
bership should realize that neither can get 
along without the other; merely to state prob- 
lems facing the library world is insufficient; 
problems must be solved, and it is. up to 
librarians to solve them, using the A.L.A. as 
a channel. 


A.L.A. should make more of an effort to 
reach each individual librarian through its 
special services or at least publicize these 
services more so that librarians will know 
what services are offered and how to take 
adyantage of them. However, I do not feel 
that librarians as a whole make much effort to 
find out about A.L.A. . . . It should not be 
necessary for A.L.A. to go the whole way to 
acquaint itself with its members. . . . It's up 
to the members to offer their services. Only 
through greater individual voluntary coopera- 
tion can greater individual interest be stirred 
up. Get busy, members! Don’t blame your 
lack of interest entirely upon A.L.A. Do 
your part to help remedy its defects. (That 
means me, too, of course, and others like 
me who have sat back and wondered why 
A.L.A. hasn't touched me during the years 
of membership.) 


'Those most critical of A.L.A. seemed very 


of conferences should be 
on page 32 and returned as soon 
as possible. Comment on the whole question should be 
sent to Marian C. Manley, Business Branch, Public 
Library, Newark, N.J. 


1 Answers to the question 
made on the blank 
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poorly informed as to many of its functions. 
. .. What seems to be indicated is a shift in 
emphasis of present A.L.A. service and more 
popularized publicity methods for services al- 
ready established. n 

We feel that the organization does not 
reach the rank and file of the library pro- 
fession as it should. . . . Somehow the idea 


seems to be prevalent that A.L.A. is an elite , 


organization belonging to the higher-ups in 
the library profession. Until this is overcome, 
it cannot adequately represent the library 
profession as a whole. The small-town li- 
brarian and the lower-salaried untrained 
assistant in the medium and large libraries 
ought to feel at home too. 


‘These comments from members as widely 
scattered as California, Michigan, Massa- 
chusetts, and New Jersey reflect a national 
interest and concern. Much thought has 
gone into the effort not only to see a condi- 
tion but to see ways in which it should be 
corrected. Headquarters staff members are 
aware of the increasing separation between 
members and Headquarters as a unit, as 
these comments from several indicate. 


We need more effective A.L.A. public re- 
lations within the profession. It isn’t just 
“telling them;" we don’t do that so badly 
now. It means getting their interest in what 
the A.L.A. is doing—usually for compelling 
reasons. (Sometimes we forget to tell mem- 
bers what these reasons are!) And that calls 
for some kind of participation. . . . Through 
committees, yes. But other ways must be 
found which reach more people every year. 

If the members could find ways to express 
their wishes, the officers and staff would 
respect them. Now, few members tell us 
what they think unless we ask them spe- 
. cifically. Ask them in the Bulletin or Book- 
list and only a handful reply. (Two in a 
recent case!) The individual who writes is 
nearly always taken seriously, probably more 
seriously than he deserves unless he happens 
to be voicing the opinions of others as well 
as his own. 

New ideas are always welcome, from 
members or anyone else. We don't get many 
from the rank and file and not too many 
from the leaders of the profession. 


. . . A basic difficulty in A.L.A. work is 
the achievement of current communication be- 
tween the officers, committees and boards, 


' and Headquarters staff on the one hand, and 


the members on thé other. It is perfectly 
natural for each member to evaluate A.L.A. 
work in terms of his own interest. If he is 
not currently familiar with the purposes and 
progress of the work of various officers and 
committees and does not understand how this 
work may affect him, he is likely to assume 
that nothing of value is being accomplished. 
A.L.A. projects might more frequently be in- 
terpreted in terms of their application to in- 
dividual librarians. Such interpretation would 
give individual members an opportunity to 
make constructive suggestions for the pro- 
gram of the A.L.A. 

Criticism of A.L.A. work should be en- 
couraged, particularly if critics will add con- 
structive suggestions for the improvement of 
the conditions criticized. 


Apart from the development of a re- 
gional association plan, discussed elsewhere, 
recommendations to meet this problem are 
many. ‘They gather around several main 
points, ie., more frequent field work, the 
problem of Headquarters attitude and ten- 
ure, the possibility for exchange appoint- 
ments, broader development of membership 
participation, the problems of Association 
administration, a more carefully planned 
interpretation and utilization of Headquar- 
ters resources by administrators in the field. 
The emphasis on need for field work is con- 
tinuous and made by staff and membership. 
Is this a project for which the divisions 
might take the major responsibility? 


Field Work Comments 


By Members 


A.L.A. officials should attend more local 
meetings. California has tried repeatedly to 
persuade someone from Headquarters to 
attend our state meetings, with no success. 
Many A.L.A. members never attend annual 
conferences. It would help them to see and ' 
hear someone from Headquarters. 


Whenever possible an A.L.A. representative 
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trom Headquarters should attend state and 
regional meetings and institutes and be intro- 
duced and given a part so that members will 
become acquainted with the officers and 
members of A.L.A. 

A postwar plan should be worked out when 
and if funds are ever available for a field 
worker for each state. 'This person should 
visit libraries and determine their needs and 
their trends. 


We should like to suggest that a closer tie 
»etween the A.L.A. and smaller local groups 
could be brought about if a representative of 
A.L.A. could meet with these groups to 
know what are their problems and their 
needs and to visit libraries in the various 
regions. We feel convinced that a thorough 
knowledge and understanding of the field 
from personal contact with the local groups 
is the only way in which the organization can 
become useful to the small libraries. 


I am in favor of a much wider program 
of field work being carried on by A.L.A. ... 
Two or three field workers attached to 
A.L.A. Headquarters and continually on the 
move around the country seems desirable. 


By Staff 


More representation of A.L.A. at state 
and local meetings is needed. ‘This, to be 
effective, must be matched by a willingness 
on the part of the officers of such groups to 
consider problems from the national point of 
view and by the ability of the representatives 
to understand local situations. 


I hope that budgets can ultimately be set 
up to cover A.L.A. representation at many 
state meetings, by the president certainly, 
sometimes, but also by members of the Head- 
quarters staff who can bring the information 
back to Headquarters. . . . Smaller state 
meetings give the chance to become acquainted 
with màny persons who do not get to A.L.A. 
conferences and give them the feeling of 
knowing someone from Headquarters when 
they do come to such a conference. Repre- 
sentatives should therefore plan not to go and 
make a speech and return but to stay through- 
out the meeting and to take time for plenty 
of informal individual conferences. 


Can more opportunity be made for A.L.A. 
Headquarters people to go into the field, not 


for "speeches" but for visits, talks with 
groups, discussion on problems? 

'This means time and travel funds beyond 
present A.L.A. means if adequately done. 


Headquarters Relationships and Tenure 


By Members ` 
À great service would be rendered mem- 


bers by the appointment of one person to the 


Headquarters staf who would serve as a 


liaison officer between libraries and the A.L.A. 


for the study of individual library problems, 
to inform Headquarters of special needs, and 
to provide concrete advice. 


I have talked A.L.A. to several depart- 
ment heads and quite a number down in the 
ranks. With the exception of two or three 
people . . . none as individuals had used 
A.L.A. A few read the Bulletin, most do 
not. There is the feeling that membership 
in A.L.A. is desirable but queries on how 
its program could be made more effective 
bring forth little response. There is a feel- 
ing, too, I think, that A.L.A. Headquarters 
cares nothing for the individual unless he hap- 
pens to live in South America or some place 
out of this country. One person complained 
that she had no reply to a letter written in 
April Altogether, I should say the attitude 
toward A.L.A. is indifference. The lack of 
annual conferences seems to have heightened 
it. 


. . . In general the Headquarters staff 
should be in better touch with actual library 
work. Employees who continue at Head- 
quarters for more than four or five years lose 
their touch. 


Headquarters. staff members have been 
there too long. . . . Too far away from 
problems in the field. 

Staff should be refreshed by members being 
appointed periodically from the field. 

Recommend that tenure of office of Head- 
quarters staff be limited to some definite 
period, such as five years. This would cut 
costs, as A.L.A. would not be burdened with 
high accumulative salaries. Should rotate so 
that whole staff does not change at same 
time, 


'The chief fault of A.L.A. is a lack of co- 
ordination and perhaps just plain good man- 
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agement on the part of the Headquarters 
staff. 

I do not doubt that they are overburdened 
with details and are asked to do many things 
that do not appear to be germane to their 
work. But is this not true of all of us? 
If individual libraries were as insensitive as 
to what constitutes good public relations as 
the A.L.A. staff, there would be no public 


` libraries. 


What about making the tenure of A.L.A. 
positions five years? Although I like most of 
the people on: the Headquarters staff now 
and realize that they are doing a tough job 
to the best of their ability, I do feel that 
it would be to the benefit of the Association 
to make a clean sweep of the top people and 
bring in a complete change of personnel. This 
should then be continued every five years. 


By Staff 
The A.L.A. needs to be humanized, We 


need to make ourselves known as people who 
are not messiahs but employees who are 
eager to find out what the employers want. 


: We should have more visitors at Head- 
quarters. We do have many now, to be sure, 
but I wonder whether the average member 
would take for granted a welcome if she 
dropped in unexpectedly without any special 
“reason for coming. 


When we embark on a new program we 
tend to put everything we have in the way of 
publicity on it in our and other library 
journals, so that our members probably often 
believe we are devoting all of our time to a 
subject—for instance, international relations 
—when actually most of our usual activities 
are going on for the benefit of all our mem- 
bers as much as ever. The administration, 
our publicity channels, and perhaps the de- 
partment heads will put time into a much- 
publicized plan while all of the rest of the 
Headquarters office is still turning out aids 
and services for the benefit of our members. 
The same is also true as far as the work of 
the committees and boards is concerned, 


We spend time telling the 
through the Bulletin articles and at meetings, 
what we do at Headquarters, presumably on 
the assumption that understanding would 
mean approval. This smacks of justification; 


members, ` 


I suspect that if all members knew what we 
do some activities would eventually be 
changed. I would like to see money spent to 
bring members to the office for an inside view 
of how we spend our time, and why. Why 
not begin by bringing in an officer of the state 
association or the state membership committee 
for a day or two? Possibly the state associa- 
tion would pay part of the expense. And 
individually, not in groups to be lectured to. 
To be sure, it would take our time but in 
the long run I think it would be time well 
spent. One person who goes back with some 
understanding and spreads the news is better 
propaganda than any Bulletin article. 


Exchange Appointments and Visits 


By Members 


A.L.A. should have people on the staff who 
have had ‘considerable experience in public 
libraries in order to understand their prob- 
lems. By exchanging jobs for a period with 
a competent librarian, A.L.A. officers could 
visit libraries to learn something of their 
problems. 


The question of exchange of A.L.A. staff 
members with competent librarians to gain a 
twofold purpose is a fine’ idea. However, 
the salary of most of the important people 
in A.L.A. is now such that such an exchange 
would be well-nigh impossible. 


One member of the group suggested that 
a fellowship might be granted by A.L.A. 
to young librarians for work at A.L.A. for 
a year. In course of time this practice would 
place out in the profession a group of li- 
brarians who had experienced at first hand the 
problems and work of A.L.A. Headquarters. 


Some system of appointments for one- or 
two-year periods could be worked out, if such 
appointments were considered an honor. Own 
library probably would then grant a leave of 
absence—such as universities do for Rocke- 
feller grants, etc.—so that the problem of 
placement after years at A.L.A. Headquarters 
would not be a problem. 


By Staff 


If we had more money for special projects, 
we could more often bring in someone for 
a month or three months, not to try to pick 
up a continuing job, which is often difficult 


10 4.L.4. BULLETIN: JANUARY 1945 


to do in a short time, but to take on a special 
job. 

As the various divisions build up their 
treasuries, a certain sum should be allocated 
annually to representation at Headquarters. 
The range might be from two weeks for a 
representative of the Trustees Division to 
three months for someone from the new 
Public Libraries Division. The exchange of 
ideas and information would be of mutual 
benefit. 


Invite division presidents to spend two days 
at Headquarters early in the work year.... 

Encourage officers of divisions and both 
A.L.A. and .division committee chairmen to 
come in to Headquarters for one or two days’ 
work when trips to or through Chicago can 
be arranged. (This to learn Headquarters 
facilities and to help in clearing.) 

Invite division and section boards and com- 
mittees to meet at Headquarters, especially 
while there are no annual conferences. Meet- 
ings elsewhere, if Chicago is not central for 
the group, may be better. If so, can an 
A.L.A. Headquarters staff member be in- 
vited to meet with them whenever possible? 

Arrange to have members come to Head- 
quarters to work on special projects. 


Membership Participation 
By Members 


There should be fewer large committees 
that don’t do anything. Smaller committees 
in which each makes a definite contribution 
to the work are more satisfying to committee 
members, 


Perhaps individual interest could be pro- 
moted by means of questionnaires or by listing 
the various phases of library work on the 
membership blank for the applicant to check. 
The Association could then send the new 
member literature concerning his particular 
interest. 


More members of A.L.A. should be given 
a chance to participate on programs and to 
feel a part of the organization. We feel that 
the same people are called upon too often. 
State leaders could be consulted for sugges- 
tions as to committee members and partici- 
pants on programs. Younger members should 
be given an opportunity to serve on com- 
mittees. 


It is true that members of an organization 
get from its membership about what they are 
able to give in activity, but the criticism of 
A.L.A. by the "lesser lights" is that they are 
given no real opportunity to participate ac- 
tively and therefore can give little more to 
the organization than their membership fee 
for which they in turn receive nothing more 
concrete than the Bulletin. 


During my experience . . . we have had 
very little direct relation with A.L.A. This, 
I suspect, is our fault. We haven't asked 
for help. Perhaps in other years A.L.A. has 
offered assistance in program planning, etc. I 
think A.L.A. should annually communicate 
with officers of smaller groups pointing out 
help they are prepared to offer. 

The easy answer to getting more people to 
participate in A.L.A. is by adding new names 
to committees. This is not as easy as it 
appears and the key committee is the Com- 
mittee on Boards and Committees. Most of 
the people I talked to said they would gladly 
serve on committees. There aren't enough 
committee assignments to occupy the entire 
membership. 


Members would participate if invited to do 
so by those in key positions. Observation is 
that the same individuals are asked again and 
again. Thus the same viewpoints are con- 
tributed and brought back. If A.L.A. wishes 
to make new friends for the organization, 
it should be on the alert for further talent. 
It is possible to get names from local chap- 
ters of unions, staff associations, junior li- 
brarians, and chief librarians. 


By Staff 


Maybe we need to prepare a mimeographed 
statement of information to be sent to com- 
mittee chairmen with the invitations, outlining 
what help they may expect from Headquar- 
ters, what they are expected to do, and sug- 
gesting their dual responsibility to the A.L.A. 
and to committee members. [I think chair- 
men should be expected to prepare within two 
months of taking office, a statement of what 
their committees want to accomplish within 
their term of office. This need not be in- 
flexible but it would furnish a gauge of 
progress and a goal to work toward. It 
would necessitate a revaluation of what had 
been done. It would clarify its purpose in 
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the committee's mind and give them a starting 
point. Lots of people don't know where to 
begin, so they just don't begin. 

There should be less inbreeding on com- 
mittees, not only because it irritates the mem- 
bers who aren't appointed, but because people 
who serve on, many committees can't help 
getting a little blasé about the importance of 
serving. Moreover, people who have served 
as chairmen of many committees sometimes 
develop an individualism which prevents their 
being good chairmen. 

The idea of developing a program for each 
committee is really a supplement to the need 
for an A.L.A. program. The President each 
year makes a keynote speech which sets the 
'The keynote 
speech should be the basis for planning by 
Headquarters and committee members, and 
the goal set should be one which will bring 
obvious, tangible results of importance to 
the bulk of the membership. 


More members should be included on 
boards and committees. .. . Even though the 
repeaters may have proved themselves to be 
willing and capable, there are others who 
would be, too, and there are plenty of places 
held by these tried-and-true ones where a 
new committee worker might be tried out. 


There should be a more intensive effort 
toward adequate sampling of membership 
opinion through questionnaires, correspon- 
dence, and opinion polls. . . . Officers, Coun- 
cilors, and committee chairmen must assume 
a greater responsibility for encouraging 
membership participation. 


Making possible the participation of more 
members in projects of various boards and 
committees is one way of holding the interest 
of the membership. ‘Too often a project 
is completed by a comparatively small group 
before the membership knows much about it. 


Problems of Administration - 


By Members 


A.L.A. has a strong secretaryship and a 
weak presidency. This should be corrected 
so that strength is in the elective officers. 


'The point that A.L.A. should be run by 
the elected officers rather than by the paid 


Staff seems to be at the bottom of a good 
many of the complaints. 


'The Executive Secretary has too much 
power. He can kill any project he does not 
approve of. 


A.L.A. Council members (last year there 
were thirteen in the Northwest) might be 
charged with more responsibility. "They now 
seem to be not much more than a rubber 
stamp group but, since they are quite nu- 
merous and fairly well distributed geograph- 
ically, they might work more directly with 
A.L.A. members in their own region. 


By Staff 


'The "representative" character of Coun- 
cilors and all elected officials must somehow 
be made to mean all that it is supposed to 
mean in national government. 


The Executive Board should not be made 
up almost always of administrators. The 
Association is largely controlled by the view- 
point of the administrator, with occasionally 
one member from the ranks but always one 
who is next door to the administrator’s class. 


Our failures are not due to blindness or 
obstructionism or autocratic leanings. "They 
have developed because accomplishment along 
certain lines seemed most important and the 
most direct methods seemed quickest and most 
efficient. But we may retain the loyalty of 
the general membership better if we make 
haste more slowly. ... 


Interpretation by Administrators 


By Members 


Failure of membership to inform itself of 
what A.L.A. is doing is a serious handicap to 
cooperation. Because of pressure of regular 
work, bulletins and other communications are 
often unread or read too hastily to be under- 
stood. Librarians and other department 
heads should arrange for time for occasional 
informa] discussion of A.L.A. affairs by staff 
members in order to stimulate interest in li- 
brary problems outside immediate orbit. 


By Staff 


(An illustration based on a visit): When 
I asked her what she would do to interest 
and inform her staff in A.L.A. matters, she 
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was frankly horrified at there being any such 
need and then she went on to tell how often 
she talked about the A.L.A. and the projects 
that it had under way, both to staff and 
trustees, that she would report this visit to 
both groups and tell what we had talked 
about in postwar library planning and in tying 
the library's demobilization plans into those 
of the whole community, etc. We ought to 
persuade more heads of medium-sized li- 
braries and heads of departments and 
branches in larger ones and perhaps heads of 
library schools to consider a part of their 
responsibility the interpretation of the A.L.A. 
to the librarians with whom they have a close 
relation. 


Are there ways by which members can 
more fully sense A.L.A, as their organization 
concerned with their problems? i 

More personal reading of A.L.A. Bulletin 
as "my own" professional publication? 

More responsibility to comments by letter 
to Headquarters officers and committees? 

More discussion at local meetings and in 
staff meetings of libraries of the committee 
or association activities for which A.L.A. 
officers or committee members who happen to 
be located in these communities or areas are 
responsible or with which they are concerned. 
Difficulty would be in planning programs or 
discussion groups so that they would be posi- 
tive and alive; not ruined by self-conscious, 
overmodest, or apathetic presentations. An- 
other similar suggestion is presentation of 
A.L.A. activities by local librarians interested 
in the field of the activity. 


'These comments and many more reflect 
the keen interest taken in effective Associa- 


tion development by members and Head- 
quarters staff. In general they point to- 
ward still more effort along these lines. 


By Executive Board, division officers, and 
Headquarters staff. Continuing reconsidera- 
tion of distribution of current income, of 
Association activities, and of staff assignments 
and tenure to better meet the Association's 
needs as widely expressed by the members. 

By members, Headquarters staff, commit- 
tee chairmen, and division officers. Concen- 
trated effort to make Headquarters more 
completely the contact point for library ac- 
tivities and interests by emphasizing the 
two-way value of Headquarters visits, the nec- 
essity for frequent exchange of news and notes 
of projects, and by continual emphasis on the 
human element as the vital factor in the ad- 
vancement of ideas. 

By administrators and by Headquarters 
staff. Development of exchange appointments, 
of Headquarters fellowships, of large library 
A.L.A. liaison officers, and of other agencies 
for using both Headquarters and the library 
field more effectively in developing library 
personnel for the “promotion of librarian- 
ship." 

All the comments show a wide sense that 
more productive effort is needed for a satis- 
factorily functioning professional associa- 
tion. It is plain that no great upheaval but 
better all-around understanding and coop- 
eration is necessary to bring the desired re- 
sults. But what must be done, must be 
done by all. And what must be done? 
What are the answers? Again the commit- 
tee awaits the response with anticipation. 





PnEvuss or COMING ATTRACTIONS 


The February Bulletin will feature articles by Mrs. Aubry Lee Graham, 
Marian C. Manley, Fern Long, and Sarah L. Wallace. Mrs. Graham’s article 
is on “What If There Were No A.L.A.?” and will be followed by comments 


from several other librarians. 


Miss Manley prepared her article to follow the 


ones on pages 3-12; it is on “A.L.A. Finances and A.L.A. Services.” Miss Long 
will report on her experiences at Camp Macdonald in “Organizations Join Forces.” 


Miss Wallace’s article is entitled “Ah! Ah! Don’t Touch That Dial!” 








The President Presents the Case for 
Association Membership 


Up the Hill of Library Opportunity 


Cary Virz 


N SPITE OF TAXES and the high cost of 
I food and clothing, the children in every 

family keep on eating, outgrowing 
their clothes, and asking their elders for 
more. War may shrink the purchasing 
power of dollars but it doés not shrink the 
growth and development of active children 
nor of active organizations. So it is with 
the American Library Association. Recent 
years have added responsibilities, increased 
the expressed desires of the membership, 
and opened up new fields of service, all as a 
part of normal growth. 

Income, however, has failed to increase 
and has shrunk in purchasing power. The 
A.L.A. also needs a cost-of-living increase. 
No board of trustees, no city government, 
no labor union can help. Librarians alone, 
through membership, can give this needed 
increase. 

At its last meeting the Executive Board 
discussed many desirable projects: an en- 
larged public relations program, closer re- 
lationship with state and local library 





@Mr. Vitz has been librarian of the Minneapolis 
Public Library since 1937. Other libraries with 
which he has been associated are the Cleveland Pub- 
lic Library, Western Reserve University Library, Pub- 
lic Library of the District of Columbia, New York 
State Library, and Toledo Public Library. He has been 
an instructor in the library schools of New York 
State, Western Reserve, and Minnesota. He has been 
active in many library and related organizations and 
is this year's A.L.A. President. 
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groups, representation in Washington to 
look after library interests, a statistical and 
research department, and an expanded per- 
sonnel and placement service. The urgency 
of these things is recognized by all, but 
each depends on increased income. 

It is immature and childlike to think that 
A.L.A. can pull the rabbit of greater serv- 
It would be 
equally immature and childlike for its offi- 
cers and staff to promise or to begin new 
services without the funds to see them 
through. We should use the same realism 
in our plans which we expect of our mili- 
tary leaders in theirs. 

'The A.L.A. is worthy of your enthusi- 
astic membership: first, for what it gives; 
second, for what it stands for; and third, 
for the library service it envisions for the 
future. l 

The A.L.A. gives today a wide variety 
of services to individuals, to libraries, large 
and small, to trustees, to other educational 
organizations, to publishers, to library sup- 
ply houses, to library binders, to architects, 
etc. It plans and conducts conferences; it 
has published a notable list of professional 
literature; its eighty-five committees, its 
seven divisions, its round tables, and its 
boards carry library work forward on many 
fronts; it promotes the welfare of its mem- 
bers in matters of annuities, placement, and 
salaries; it is effectively interested in li- 
brary extension and the building up of 
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scholarly resources; readers, whether as 
adults or as children, in school or out of 
school, are its concern; and it is forward- 
looking in its program for recruiting and 
training for librarianship. It is making a 
notable contribution to the cause of inter- 
national goodwill by serving as the agent 
for the U.S. government and private 
foundations in carrying out library pro- 
grams in the field of cultural cooperation, 
with funds furnished by them. There is 
no one in library service today who has not 
benefited from its work. 

If libraries and librarians expect to se- 
cure benefits from private foundations and 
government they must do so through their 
national organization, Such people want 
to deal with one responsible, representative 
association and not with individuals or 
many small organizations covering the same 


field. Library work will more and more ` 


require contact with government. ‘This 
should be through an American Library 
Association able to represent and speak for 
the profession. 

'These things may seem remote to the 
person sitting at a library desk today, but 
some day it may mean whether her chief 
can keep her on his payroll or must drop 


* 


her to stay within his budget. It may mean 
to the student not yet graduated from li- 
brary school the difference between being 
wanted or of finding the field crowded and 
no new library opportunities opening up. 
We cannot recognize too keenly or too soon 
that our personal fortunes are tied up with 
national and international fortunes. What 
happens at the top doesn't stay at the top 
but works down. : 

Business firms today are paying high 
salaries to men to find new markets after 
the war. Librarians need no such person. 
All we need is to know which areas have 
good library service, which inadequate, and 
which have none whatever. Our postwar 
job is the undone job of yesterday, that of 
reaching the many people still inadequately 
reached with books. 

A fellow librarian once wrote me in re- 
gard to an applicant whom he was consid- 
ering for a position. In so doing he gave a 
useful yardstick for measuring people for 
the job. He asked, "Is she just another 
library school graduate or will she help 
push the old bus up the hill?" The Amer- 
ican Library Association has a great hill of 
opportunity just ahead. Will you help 
push? 


* 


Or CONTEMPORARY LITERARY FIGURES of today it seems safe to say that no author 


has a more appreciative following among all classes of readers than Willa Cather. 
It is unfortunate that more of her works are not available in Spanish translation. Other 
writers almost equally popular are Pearl Buck, Ernest Hemingway, John Steinbeck, 
Louis Bromfield, Sinclair Lewis, Booth Tarkington, Robert Nathan, William Saroyan, 
Ellen Glasgow, John P. Marquand. Probably no single work of the imagination of 
recent years has had a more sustained interest than Santayana's Last Puritan, in both 
the English and Spanish editions. Of writers no longer living there are always readers 
of Mark Twain, O. Henry, Henry James, Washington Irving, James Fenimore Cooper, 
Nathaniel Hawthorne. 

REPORT or THE DiRnsCTOR-LIBRARIAN 

Biblioteca Benjamin Franklin, July 1944 

Mexico City 


The Roster of Librarians Equipped for Foreign 


Positions Is Described by Its Director 


Gold in the Foreign Service Roster 


AGNES CAMILLA HANSEN 


HEN I WAS ASKED to direct the 

building of a roster of li- 

brarians qualified for foreign 
service, I wondered’ why it was proposed to 
go shooting trouble abroad when trouble in 
the form of an acute librarian shortage 
existed at home and when every librarian 
suspected every other librarian of practicing 
labor piracy. 

Scanning the home horizon, however, 
and taking stock of the resources for deal- 
ing with our own national shortage, I came 
to the conclusion that it is as unwarranted 
to regard the American supply of librarians 
as a “private preserve” as to subscribe to a 
policy of planned scarcity. So I forthwith 
accepted what was to become a fascinating 
assignment. 

In fact, it was with the prospector’s 
thrill that I embarked on my search for 
librarians possessing professional, intel- 
lectual, and linguistic talents, qualities of 
leadership, buoyancy of mind and spirit, 
and that social imagination and experience 








(Miss Hansen has been a professor of cataloging and 
classification at the Denver library school, was as- 
sociate director of the Pratt library school, was 
for ten years the head of the foreign division of 
the Seattle Public Library, and was head of the cata- 
loging department of the American Library in Paris 
from 1924 to 1927. She received her A.B: degree 
from Reed College, her M.A. from the University of 
Washington in Seattle, and her library training from 
Pratt Institute. She is at present a member of the 
A.L.A. Council, 
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which would make them irresistible to 
alien peoples. If these golden desiderata 
for foreign service existed in American 
librarianship, as I with the prospector’s pro- 
verbial faith believed they did, I was 
determined to lure them forth from ano- 
nymity and make their values known to 
the foreign as well as the domestic market. 

I struck gold almost immediately and 
to an extent surpassing even my most 
sanguine expectations. By the end of the 
three months allotted to the project, a 
roster of more than five hundred names 
was available to the American Library As- 
sociation and its International Relations 
Office in Washington; the State Depart- 
ment; educational and learned societies; 
other social and intellectual organizations 
in need of American bibliothecal aid on the 


- administrative, the technical, or research 
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level, or organizations in the specialized 
areas of knowledge requiring subject as 
well as bibliographical orientation. 
Preliminary to settling on the form the 
roster should take, a trip was made to 
Washington to study the form and func- 
tion of rosters serving other organizations 
which supply American personnel to foreign 
institutions or to American institutions op- 
erating abroad. I found no roster, how- 
ever, provided with what is a roster’s prime 
essential: a mechanism for linking re- 
quired qualifications and attributes with 
the individuals who possess them. On the 
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other hand, I met with reiterated doubts 
that I would succeed in finding in the 
ranks of American librarians the adminis- 
trative talents, the scholarship, or the lan- 
guage equipment essential in foreign library 
service. It was this skepticism which lent 
particular zest to my quest. I became eager 
not only to uncover professional riches but 
to dispel the miasma of misconception of 
the American librarian which prevails 
among the generation which was growing 
up at the turn of the century. Professional 
librarianship was then in its nonage and 
had not yet developed a.social or educa- 
tional philosophy beyond that of self- 
effacing service. It was still drawing most 
of its personnel from the ex-clergy, the 
ex-professors, or the spinsters of the com- 
munity who were attracted to it as a 
genteel calling whose first law was to walk 
softly and not offend the taxpayer. Gone 
is that era but its conception of American 
librarianship is a fallacy which remains to 
be demonstrated. I counted on the roster’s 
shattering the idea that librarians are pre- 
dominantly introverts, socially inhibited and 
muted personalities, an idea as dated as the 
concept of medical service as mere “physick- 
ing" or the law as traffic and collaboration 
with crime. 

The roster which ultimately developed 


provides (1) a kind of divining rod where- ` 


with the precious metal required for foreign 
service may be effectively located in the 
mass of American librarianship and (2) a 
serles of classified indexes to the diverse 
elements contained within the professional 
product thus uncovered. 


History of Roster 


HE IDEA of fashioning an instrument 
which would unearth the wealth con- 
cealed in our library personnel originated 
in the Personnel Office of the American 
Library Association. For several years 
this office has been assembling the names 


of American librarians who were interested 
in foreign library service, were recom- 
mended as qualified for such work by their 
library schools, or were suggested as 
eligible for it by leading librarians, govern- 
ment officials, members of the A.L.A.’s 
Council, its International Relations Office, 
and its Headquarters staff. Finally the 
idea of a roster of American librarians 
qualified for foreign library service took 
shape, and the Personnel Office sent out 
application forms to the librarians drawn 
from all the foregoing sources. “The forms 
returned with the requested data, together 
with references and pertinent correspond- 
ence, were organized then into a file known 
as the Foreign Service Candidates File. 

When a grant-in-aid had been obtained 
from the Rockefeller Foundation to build: 
the roster, a director was appointed to 
analyze the applicants! qualifications, first 
as submitted by themselves, then as ap- 
praised by their references; and to inter- 
view, or delegate qualified people to 
interview, as many of the applicants as 
possible in order to supplement each one's 
profile obtained through scrutiny of his 
paper credentials with a close-up of his 
total personality and potential. 


The Five Indexes 


HE RESULT is a roster of some 585 (to 

date) American librarians qualified in 
some one or other respect for foreign serv- 
ice. Their assets as listed on their roster 
cards fall into educational, professional, 
experiential, linguistic, and specialized 
knowledge or interest categories. Five in- 
dexes, that is, five approaches to the 
librarians listed in the roster, ensure per- 
tinency of recommendation. These five 
indexes are: (1) a positions index which 
lists those qualifed by education and ex- 
perience to perform the kind of work im- 
plicit in the positions under which they are 
listed; (2) a language index in which 
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librarians are listed under the language or 
languages (from Arabic to the Yugo- 
slavian) in which they possess speaking and 
reading facility, the degree of their pro- 
ficiency being indicated by a numerical 
symbol; (3) a country index which lists 
under different countries the librarians who 
have special qualifications for serving in 
them; (4) a subject (or interest) index 
which lists librarians at home in certain 
fields of knowledge to the degree which 
renders their orientation there a genuine 
asset for foreign service; and (5) an age 
index, consisting of eight five-year brackets 
under each of which are listed librarians 
born within the years bracketed’ (1885-89— 
1920-24). This index has been provided 
because in certain positions and in certain 
countries age is an important and determin- 
ing factor in selection. 

In the roster file are cards for librarians 
who have not made application but who 
are serving in foreign libraries, American 
information libraries, or American library 
schools abroad; have made a contribution 
to international librarianship; or are dis- 
tinguished bibliographers. Until they sub- 
mit personal applications, however, their 
names will not appear in the indexes to the 
roster since authorized data for indexing 
their qualifications are lacking. 

The roster project was officially con- 
cluded October 15, but applications 
continue to be received. Those who file 
them later are represented in the roster by 
other cards. In course of time, as funds 
are made available, these will be analyzed, 
. references followed up, interviews held, and 
the resulting data filed in the relevant in- 
dexes. 

I have already touched upon the en- 
hanced professional prestige which should 
follow upon the roster's disclosures, but an 
even more significant by-product has been 
the intellectual stimulus the project has 


afforded American librarians from Alaska 
to Latin America, from the Philippines to 
Puerto Rico. Applications have come from 
these distant points and from practically 
every state in the union, giving not only 
present qualifications of the applicants but 
those optimistically expected to accrue from 
intensive language courses, refresher 
courses, and study programs they are pur- 
suing. This fine frenzy of professional’ 
self-improvement is not spurious. It is for 
the most part an affirmation on the part of 
many librarians of latent powers they feel 
within themselves to which foreign library 
service seems to offer opportunity of ex- 
pression. 


The Headquarters Staff 


HILE THE PROJECT was carried on in 

cooperation with the Board of Educa- 
tion for Librarianship and the Personnel Of- 
fice there was no professional or clerical 
member of the Headquarters staff who did 
not make some contribution, tangible or in- 
tangible, to the roster enterprise. It was 
not the nature of their aid nor even the 
goodwill of the staff extending it, which 
most impressed me during my three months 
at Headquarters, but the vast resources of 
professional information assembled, organ- 
ized, and made available to the entire pro- 
fession by a staff for several years depleted 
by the exigencies of the times to an in- 
credible minimum and yet bringing to their 
task of professional service, initiative, imagi- 
nation, a judicial mind, and a creative 
energy which, taken all in all, are vital 
factors in the development of American 
librarianship. If the profession at large 
can become aware through the roster proj- 
ect of the scope of our Headquarters staff’s 
influence and the magnitude of its assign- 
ment, their recognition, though even a by- 
product of the roster project, will have the 
weight and value of a major project. 


Mr. Howard Reports on News from 
Washington as of December 13 


M 


Surplus Property for Libraries 


PauL Howanp 


HE SURPLUS PROPERTY PICTURE is 

still confused and until the new Sur- 

plus Property Board has time to 

orient itself and to establish its organization 

and policies it is likely to remain so. Former 

Governor Robert A. Hurley of Connecticut 

and Lieutenant Colonel Edward H. Heller 

of California have been named to the 

board by the President and confirmed by the 

Senate and it is likely that Senator Guy M. 

Gillette of Iowa will be named early in 
January. 

A number of memoranda have been pre- 
pared for submission to the new board. 
These originate from such sources as the 
Surplus War Property Administration, the 
American Library Association, various edu- 
cational groups, American Municipal Asso- 
ciation, Council of State Governments, etc. 
The educational groups and librarians have 
agreed upon an over-all plan and have sub- 
mitted a memorandum in two sections: 
fields of interest of proposed types of or- 
ganization and methods of distribution of 
surplus property. This memorandum is 
remarkably similar to that submitted in 





(Mr. Howard has been librarian of the Gary Public 
Library since r941, and before he went to Gary was 
at the Missouri School of Mines and Metallurgy 
Library, Enoch Pratt Free Library, and Panhandle 
A. & M. College Library. He has been active on 
A.L.A. committees and boards, and went to Wash- 
ington to secure information on surplus property as 
chairman of the Federal Relations Committee. 
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behalf of municipalities. Each of them 
provides for state advisory committees to 
serve as a liaison between the federal gov- 
ernment and the more than two hundred 
thousand local agencies entitled to con- 
sideration under Section 13 of the Surplus 
Property Act. 

The A.L.A. has hopes of being able to 
gain special consideration for the use of 
surplus books and equipment from Army 
camp libraries. It is proposed that these 
books be used for the extension of library 
service to people and areas which are now 
without it or which receive very inadequate 
service. This idea has met with almost 
universal acclaim'in Washington and else- 
where and the proposal can be carried out 
under the provisions of the Surplus Prop- 
erty Act. 

The A.L.A. is proposing that other sur- 
plus materials needed by libraries be han- 
dled in a manner that will fit within the 
general pattern of surplus property disposal 
and that a librarian be a member of the 
advisory committee in each state in order 
that library needs will not be overlooked. 

The A.L.A. is now engaged in prepara-' 
tion of a bill designed to facilitate effective 
use of the surplus books from Army camp 
libraries through provision of federal funds 
to state library agencies. ‘These funds are 
to be used for the purchase of supplies and 
equipment and for the organization of these 

(Continued on page 28) 
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A.L.A. Federal Relations Fund 


Why a Special Campaign? 


‘THE DECISION of the Council of A.L.A. 
to conduct a campaign for funds to main- 
tain a representative of library interests in 
Washington obviously raises the question, 
why a special campaign? Why cannot A.L.A, 
finance this activity in its regular budget? 

The unrestricted funds of the Association 
which are available for its library service 
activities amount to about eighty thousand 
dollars from year to year. This money 
comes almost exclusively from endowment 
income and from membership dues. Five 
service divisions at Headquarters are sup- 
ported by these funds. No activity can 
be added without cutting somewhere. Few 
librarians who have thought the problem 
through would recommend so drastic a 
step, and, moreover, at least a year would 


.have to pass before this could be done. 


But the need for a representative is im- 
mediate. Events do not wait for slow 


budget changes, even if they were possible. 
And no funds are now available for this 
purpose, except for short, hurried trips to 
Washington. 

Foundations do not normally make grants 
for such purposes. 

It is up to us and our trustees. The 
A.L.A. Council, the Executive Board, the 
Library Extension Division, and the Li- 
brary Extension Board by unanimous ac- 
tion have affirmed that this is a cause which 
librarians and trustees should support with 
special contributions. It is our opportunity 
to do something for the public good. Objec- 
tives, as officially adopted, are printed below. 
They show that in the long run, the efforts 
of the Washington representative, in coor- 
dination with the nationwide public relations 
program, will benefit not only libraries but 
all those who use libraries or would use them 
if they had them. 


Oficial Definition of Objectives 


THIS IS A CAMPAIGN to raise funds with 
which 

I. To. maintain a representative of li- 
brary interests in Washington under the 
direction of the A.L.A.: 

(a) To help secure Army camp library 
books and equipment for rural library serv- 
ice, when this property is no longer needed 
by the Army 

(b) To help make other appropriate sur- 
plus property, including books, available to 
college and university libraries, school li- 
braries, public libraries, state library exten- 
sion agencies, and other publicly supported 
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or tax-exempt libraries 

(c) To provide government agencies with 
information concerning the nation's needs 
for improved and extended library service. 

2. To enable the American Library 
Association to carry on a national public 
relations program in support of the above 
objectives. 

Contributions to this campaign will be 
sought from all librarians and trustees; the 
publishing, bookbinding, and library supply 
trades; and interested citizens. 

Cari Vitz, President and 

Chairman of the Campaign Committee 


Trustees, Librarians, and Censorship 


A RESULT of the American Library 
Association’s recent stand on cen- 


A 
sorship, the trustee of a Middle 


Western library wrote to the Executive 
Secretary raising the question of a library’s 
discouraging the reading of books like For- 
ever Amber by refusing to place them on 
its shelves. The trustee said in part: 


If the Library’s Bill of Rights is to be our 
guide and a book like Forever Amber is 
within the rule, is there any point at which 
we trustees can draw the line, and if so, 
where? 

Freedom of the press must be preserved 
but the press, the pulpit, the publishers of 
fiction, teachers in our public schools, even 
ordinary conversation are still regulated by un- 
written laws if not by the criminal code, and 
the public library, like the public schools, cer- 
tainly owes it to the community it serves 
to discourage rather than encourage the con- 
sumption of literature (?) such as this. 

Of course there have been borderline 
novels marketed recently but probably none 
of which is so frankly shocking and nauseating 
to the normal person as this. And if the pub- 
lishers succeed in making a best seller of it 
what will be the next move, and what are 
public libraries going to do about it? 


Because he is chairman of the Committee 
on Intellectual Freedom to Safeguard the 
Rights of Library Users to Freedom of In- 
quiry, Leon Carnovsky, was asked to com- 
ment. He expressed the following opinion: 


'The question raised by [the trustee] is a 
constantly recurring one; librarians have al- 
ways had to contend with it, and next year 
and the year after, when Forever Amber has 
been all but forgotten, there will be other 
books of the same sort. In a word, Forever 
Amber is merely an incident, and the de- 
cision made in connection with it should be 
one that springs from a definite policy. 
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If I were librarian of a public library I 
should base the selection of fiction primarily 
on the literary quality of the book. I should 
not select books that were badly done re- 
gardless of the theme, nor should I refuse 
to select a well-written book that dealt with 
unpleasant subject matter. The test should 
be, Is this a good book regarded as literature? 
I should therefore include Moll Flanders 
by Defoe and Nana by Zola and Mrs. War- 
ren's Profession by George Bernard Shaw. 
The fact that each centers about a Harlot is 
quite incidental. 

I am sure Forever Amber is not in a class 
with these books though its subject matter 
may have something in common with them. 
If its literary merit is such as to warrant its . 
exclusion, that I believe should be the basis 
for decision. But [the trustee's] objection 
is obviously based on other than literary 
grounds, and here we run into the evils of 
censorship. Neither [he] nor I would be 
harmed by reading Forever Amber; what 
right have we then to assume that other nor- 
mal adults would be? If the book turns out 
to be “shocking and nauseating,” the reader 
has the privilege of not continuing his reading. 
No one is forced to read what he prefers not 
to; happily there are thousands of other 
books from which he may choose. It is 
common practice among libraries to put such 
books as this on a closed shelf, to keep them 
from children and other immature persons. 
But the normal adult may borrow them, and 
this practice will probably prevail in most 
libraries that supply Forever Amber. 

If the library honestly wishes to reject 
Forever Amber (or any other book) on lit- 
erary grounds, feeling that the prestige of the 
institution should not be placed behind poor 
literature, that is certainly a defensible po- 
sition. But if the basis is unpleasant subject 
matter, the library's position would be quite 
vulnerable. 

Let me add, finally, that I have not read 
the book. But even if I had read it I 
should not undertake to tell any library 
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whether or not it should make it available. 
Book selection must remain the prerogative 
of the librarian under broad policies estab- 
lished by the board, and the American Library 
Association would not, through any of its 
committees or official action, wish to dictate 
or influence the action of individual libraries. 


Because the questions proposed by the 
trustee are of particular concern to all other 
trustees, the letter was also referred to the 
chairman of the Trustees Division, An- 
drew B. Lemke, who is the pastor of the 
Hampshire Colony Congregational Church 
of Princeton, Ill. Mr. Lemke, in his letter 
to the trustee, said: 


Twice I have had to take a public stand 
on this issue, once in our local library over 
a book by Willa Cather and once in an In- 


diana library over Grapes of Wrath. Y 


wrestled inwardly with the moral imperative, 
talked with various librarians, read all the 
controversial reviews I could find, and really 
applied myself seriously to finding a solution 
which would satisfy my conscience, and finally 
decided that the whole question boiled down 
to a definition of what library service is. My 
mind finally crystallized on the following for- 
mula: 

1. Any reading matter which the United 
States Post Office will accept for delivery 
should be made available to patrons of public 
libraries if there is a sufficient demand for 
the reading material and the library can 
afford it. 

2. Neither the library staff nor the board 
of trustees, in their capacity as such, shall 
act as censors of the reading demands of 
the public. 

3. The librarian has the right and the duty 
to’make a judgment value in selecting read- 
ing matter for open display shelves, in what 
is to be used for advertising, and in advising 
people who ask for advice; the librarian shall 
have the right to refuse to minors, unless 
they have the written consent of their parents, 
any reading matter which in his opinion is 
strictly adult material; and the librarian may 
discourage circulation of what he considers 
objectionable reading matter by placing the 
same on hidden shelves, available only on 
request. 


4. While not on duty and off the library 
premises the library staff and trustees may 
crusade as diligently as they desire to raise 
the moral and cultural tastes of the com- 
munity. 


In discussing this correspondence on a 
visit to A.L.A. Headquarters, Mr. Lemke 
made a further statement on the subject: 


It seems to me that librarians and trustees 
might very well endeavor to improve reading 
in this country by urging publishers to print 
materials which are more acceptable in moral 
tone than are some of those now being pub- 
lished. 


There are also librarians who feel that 
the A.L.A. has been mistaken in discourag- 
ing the censorship of books on subjects 
which the librarians consider ill-advised 
and uncalled-for, In a letter recently re- 
ceived by the Executive Secretary from a 
Washington librarian, an  A.L.A. life 
member expressed herself as follows: 


May I say that I note with a certain 
amusement the tender solicitude of the 
A.L.A. and certain librarians in regard to the 
circulation of books, which, if not downright 
filthy, are certainly in extremely poor taste 
and ill-timed. I presume that all adults 
know that there. are sometimes affairs be- 
tween individuals of the two races in this 
country, but the most of them are police 
court material, certainly not matter for polite 
conversation nor of any significance whatever 
except to the unfortunate principals. In the 
present unruly state of the Negro population 
a novel glorifying such a sordid situation is 
poor taste and bad policy, and sensible librar- 
ians would be well advised not to circulate 
matter calculated to inflame an already bad 
condition. Decent white men do not so con- 
duct themselves and others are best left to 
their personal vices in silence. It is the 
fashion now in certain circles to profess a 
great interest in matter that to many people 
is in offensively bad taste. I think it a pity 
that such stuff should be encouraged. One 
cannot help but wonder if broadmindedness 
may not be simply a cloak for a downright 
taste for vulgarity. That, of course, is any- 
one's privilege, but let's be honest about it 
and not try to give it a high moral tone. 


PICKUPS 


By the Editor 





HE 4.L.4. Bulletin readers who saw 

Dr. Lydenberg’s articles on the Interna- 
tional Relations Office in the November 
issue were undoubtedly impressed by the 
many and complex activities with which 
that office is concerned. However, a batch 
of memorandums from Dr. Lydenberg to 
Mr. Milam which accumulated within a 
few days shows very clearly that Dr. Ly- 
denberg certainly soft-pedaled the enormous 
amount of work the office is doing. In 
addition to routine matters, there were 
memorandums having to do with: 


A library rehabilitation speaker for a meet- 
ing of the American Philosophical Society. 

Efforts which are being made to bring the 
roster of librarians for foreign service to 
the attention of the appropriate people in the 
State Department, Office of War Informa- 
tion, UNRRA, etc. 

Request to the New York Public Library 
for assistance in collecting, children's books 
for the O.W.I. library at Bombay. 

'The shipment of books and periodicals to 
France; O.W.I.'s desire to have the State De- 
partment take over outpost libraries at the 
appropriate time; the possible relation of 
A.L.A. and other private organizations to 
such libraries; the possibility of sending our 
own representatives to Europe to check up 
on the condition of libraries; and some li- 
brary needs of Italy, France, the Baltic and 
Balkan states, and two libraries in Syria. 

Efforts to arrange for an exchange of li- 
brarians between the American libraries of 
Mexico and Montevideo. 

A suggestion that the A.L.A. should work 
immediately and aggressively for the estab- 
lishment of American libraries abroad, 
preferably not under government control. 

An inquiry as to what the A.L.A. could do to 
help young people of the teen-age in occupied 
countries of Europe. 

A detailed report of Dr. Lydenberg’s at- 
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tendance at a meeting of the Publishers’ 
Bureau primarily concerned with the export 
of American publications. 

The library situation in the Philippines. 

Conversation with a Washington official 
who wanted to know why we don’t get some 
new books over to Paris and what progress 
we've made toward cooperative purchase for 
American libraries. 

A list of Latin American libraries needing 
certain publications on library science. 

A report on various libraries and library 
agencies in Puerto Rico. 

A conversation about books for refugee 
camps in the Near East, possible purchase 
of books by Yugoslav United Relief Associa- 
tion, and shipment of periodicals to Centre 
Nationale Recherche Scientifique in Paris. 


RANTS-IN-AID for studies in American 

history and civilization are being 
financed by the Rockefeller Foundation and 
administered by the Library of Congress. 
The Library of Congress was selected to: 
sponsor the grants because it is the chief cen- 
ter of American historical research. Com- 
mittees composed of leading educators and 
historians will select the recipients of the 
grants. 

The grants will be made to mature stu- 
dents who are making studies dealing with 
American history of the last hundred years. 
Subjects which will contribute to the in- 
creased understanding of the American peo- 
ple of themselves and their past and which 
will have probable wide public appeal, 
rather than a specialized limited appeal, 


will be selected. 

INCE the organization of the A.L.A. 
S sixty-eight years ago, one of its main 
objectives has been library service to all of 
the people of the United States and Canada. 


P 
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But we still have thirty-five million people 
in the United States without any library 
service at all and thirty-five million more 
with inadequate service. This lack of li- 
brary service touches every section of the 
country, but most of those without it are 
in the small towns and rural areas where 
there are few other forms of recreation, 
few other agencies of educational advance- 
ment, and few other means for spiritual and 
artistic development. Besides that, the sec- 
tions most affected by the lack of library 
service are those least financially able to 
pay for it. 

The long-time efforts of the A.L.A. and 
of the state agencies and citizens’ groups 
and the provision of aid by many state 
legislatures have brought encouraging results 
in the extension of library service (the figure 
has dropped considerably in the last ten 
years). Beginnings of projects under the 


W.P.A. and the government help given to. 


the Tennessee Valley region have shown the 
way in which library service can be fostered 
by the federal government and later taken 
over by local authorities. Funds for many 
more projects throughout the country should 
be sought, and the A.L.A. is now planning 
to do just that, by securing funds for the 
maintenance of a representative of libraries 
in Washington for several years and for a 
program of nationwide publicity for com- 
plete library coverage. 

It is to be hoped that all of the librarians 
of the country will join the sponsoring com- 
mittee in making this project a success. 
'This is one time that every librarian can 
do something himself to further the cause 
of library service. 


EDRIDDEN veterans and other patients 
may be reading books off the ceiling 
soon if the new nonprofit organization, 
Projected Books, Inc., of Ann Arbor, 
Mich., is able to continue the production of 
its special device for those who cannot hold 


a book in their hands. With this device, 
which is similar to a still-life projector and 
which uses 35 mm. film, patients can read 
books, magazines, and comic strips off the 
ceiling. The projector is equipped with a 
cord with push buttons which can be con- 
trolled with the chin, elbow, heel, or toes. 

When the projectors are available for 
purchase it is anticipated that hospitals, 
government agencies, and charitable institu- 
tions will buy them for the use of their 
patients. A list of about 170 titles for possi- 
ble filming for use with wounded soldiers 
was prepared by Jennie M. Flexner, late 
readers’ adviser of the New York Public 
Library and member of the advisory com- 
mittee of Projected Books. 


COOPERATIVE project to prepare an 
A annotated priced book list of selected 
American books has been set up by a special 
committee of the Book Publishers Bureau. 
This book list will be distributed to the book 
centers of the whole world, with special 
emphasis at first on Latin America. The 
National Research Council was asked to 
assume responsibility for the preparation of 
the first list, which is to be on technical and 
scientific books. Harrison W. Craver, li- 
brarian of the Engineering Society of New 
York, was appointed chairman of a com- 
mittee to develop the project. Reginald 
R. Hawkins, of the New York Public Li- 
brary, was selected as editor of the techni- 
cal and scientific bibliography. 

The catalog will be distributed overseas 
to a list selected by the State Department 
and the Office of the Coordinator of Inter- 
American Affairs, both of which have 
cooperated in this project. It will be distrib- 
uted in foreign countries without chargé arid 
copies will be made available in this coun- 
try, at a price still to be determined, from 
the R. R. Bowker Company. 

The project was financed by a grant of 
twenty-five thousand dollars from the Office 
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of the Coordinator of Inter-American 
Affairs and an additional ten thousand dol- 
lars from publishers. Continuation of the 
listing of books will be carried on in the 
Quarterly U. S. Book List, which is being 
published by the Library of Congress under 
the editorship of Joseph D. Blickensderfer. 


ORE than six million books have been 
M sent from Moscow, Leningrad, and 
other cities to the 3400 libraries which have 
been restored in the Ukraine, Byelorussia, 
and liberated districts of the Russian SFSR. 


OBERT A. MILLER has been on leave 
from his position as librarian of 
Indiana University to make a study of the 
needs of devastated and other libraries in 
war areas, in the capacity of consultant to 
the Division of Cultural Cooperation of 
the State Department. Sponsored by the 
member associations of the Council of Na- 
tional Library Associations, a campaign to 
secure a stock pile of scientific and schol- 
arly books and journals to be made avail- 
able to the libraries Dr. Miller has found 
have need of them, is to be conducted. In 
addition to the campaign, the Books for 
Devastated Libraries program, as it is now 
set up, will include an office which can sup- 
ply advice and counsel to those persons, 
agencies, and governments interested in se- 
curing library materials for war-damaged 
institutions. 


ORD has recently been received at 

A.L.A Headquarters that the Special 
Services Division of the Army is planning a 
ten-hour course in librarianship for future 
librarians of the unit libraries to be estab- 
lished all over the European Theater of 
Operations shortly after V-Day. The 
theater library officer is Lt. Irving Lieber- 


man and working under him are LeRoy C. 
Merritt and Herbert Goldhor, all three of 
whom are A.L.A. members now in service. 


N EMPLOYEE of a life insurance company 
A in Decatur, Il., sent the following mes- 
sage to Marion Humble, of the Free Li- 
brary, Rutland, Vt.: 

Last evening I read your library article in 
the Independent Woman and on my way to 
work I voted for an increase in tax for our 
library. 


HOMAS P. FLEMING, Columbia Uni- 

versity Libraries, New York City, has 
written the Executive Secretary objecting 
to the designating of the most recently ap- 
proved division as the hospital libraries 
division? Mr. Fleming objects to the 
name because hospital libraries have been 
thought of as those caring for medical lit- 
erature in hospitals. Both the American 
College of Surgeons and the American 
Medical Association have set up standards 
for hospital libraries, meaning these medi- 
cal libraries, whereas the A.L.A. has set up 
hospital library standards, meaning stand- 
ards for the patients’ libraries in the hospi- 
tals.. Mr. Fleming suggests using “Pa- 
tients Library Division" or "Institution 
Library Division." 


FF-THE-RECORD discussions of the 
Dumbarton Oaks proposals are being 
sponsored in various cities throughout the 
country by the Americans United for World 
Organization, Inc. At the suggestion of 
Mr. Milam, presidents of regional and 
state library associations and members of 
the A.L.A. Executive Board and the Board 
on International Relations were invited to 
attend and participate. 
1The resolution passed by the Council carried the 


shed that the name of the division will be determined 
ater, 
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Nominating Committee Report 
Tue A.L.A. Nominating Committee has 
submitted a supplemental report of the fol- 


lowing two names to fill the vacancy caused 
by the death of Jennie M. Flexner: 


CounciL (term expiring 1946) One to be 
elected. 

Paul North Rice, chief, Reference Depart- 
ment, New York Public Library, New York 
City. 

Harland A. Carpenter, librarian, Wilming- 
ton Institute Free Library, Wilmington, Del. 


Federal Relations Fund Meeting 


IN ORDER to make a preliminary study 
of the plans mapped out for the campaign 
to collect funds for a representative of li- 
braries in Washington and a national pub- 
lic relations program, several members of 
the campaign sponsoring committee met at 
Headquarters in November. The members 
of the committee who attended were: 
Charles H. Compton, Helene H. Rogers, 
Amy Winslow, and Carl Vitz, chairman. 
Paul Howard, chairman of the Federal 
Relations Committee, attended for a part 
of the meeting. Several members of the 
Headquarters staff attended part or all of 
the meetings, including Robert D. Frank- 
lin, who is serving at Headquarters as exec- 
utive assistant to the campaign committee. 
Mr. Franklin has been granted a leave of 
absence from his duties as director of 
Shelby County Libraries by the Cossitt Li- 
brary, Memphis, for the duration of the 
campaign. 

Members of the campaign committee who 
were unable to attend the meeting are: Essae 
M. Culver, Loleta Dawson Fyan, Andrew 
B. Lemke, Ralph A. Ulveling, and Althea 
H. Warren. 
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Conference of State Representatives 


On DECEMBER 7 plans for the A.L.À. 
campaign to raise funds for a Washington 
representative and for a national public re- 
lations program in the interest of libraries 
were sent to all state library agency heads 
and library association presidents. The 
campaign committee wanted the benefit of 
the judgment of these people and asked 
whether they agreed that a conference was 
desirable. 

When replies from thirty-seven states had 
been received showing that more than two- 
thirds of the states generally endorsed the 
objectives of the campaign and favor the con- 
ference, it was set for January 19-20, the 
date preferred by a majority. 

Each state has been invited to send one or 
more delegates. Campaign plans will be 
fully discussed. Every effort will be made 
to discover and provide for any question con- 
cerning the campaign that might arise in the 
minds of contributing librarians, trustees, 
and interested citizens. In addition, state 
library agencies will receive the latest news 
from Paul Howard, Ralph M. Dunbar, and 
Car] H. Milam about federal relations and 
the surplus property situation in Washing- 
ton as it concerns libraries of all types. 

'The general appeal to library staffs and 
trustees is now teritatively scheduled for 
March. 


The 1944 Handbook 


Tue Dec. 15, 1944, number of the 
A.L.A. Bulletin is the 4.L.A4. Handbook, 
which will be mailed to those members en- 
titled to receive it as soon as it is off the 
press, near the end of January 1945, we 
hope. 
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Jobs for Librarians in War Service 


THE PzRsoNNEL Orrics calls the at- 
tention of A.L.A. members to the new 
anouncement of the U.S. Civil Service Com- 
mission of opportunities for librarians in 
war service jobs in naval stations, veterans' 
administration hospitals, and federal agen- 
cies in Washington. 

Applications will be accepted until 
further notice for positions as librarian 
(P-1) or library assistant (SP-5). The re- 
spective salaries for the standard federal 
work week of forty-eight hours are $2,000 
basic salary plus $433 for overtime and 
$1,800 basic salary plus $390 overtime. 

Applicants for librarian (P-1) must 
have had three years and for library as- 
sistant two years of technical library experi- 
ence under professional supervision in a 
library using standard techniques. Educa- 
tion substitutions for experience are as fol- 
lows: for three years of experience, com- 
pletion of study leading to a bachelor’s 
degree in library science in a college or uni- 
versity of recognized standing; or for two 
years of experience, study completed in a 
college or- university of recognized stand; 
ing including or supplemented by eighteen 
semester hours in library science. 

Applicants must be citizens of or owe 
allegiance to the U.S. There are no age 
limits. These are war service appointments 
extending for the duration of the war and 
in no case more than six months beyond 
the end of the war. Persons now engaged 
in war work are not encouraged to apply 
unless higher skills will be used in these 
positions. ' 

Application forms to be requested by title 
of examination may be obtained from the 
secretary, Board of U.S. Civil Service Ex- 
aminers, at any first- or second-class post 
office, except where there are regional 
offices, or from the U. S. Civil Service Com- 
mission Washington 25, D.C. or its 


regional offices in Atlanta, Boston, Chicago, 
Cincinnati, Dallas, Denver, New York 
City, Philadelphia, St. Louis, St. Paul, San 
Francisco, Seattle, Winston-Salem, N.C., 
Honolulu, T.H., Balboa Heights,, Canal 


. Zone, and San Juan, P.R. 


The applicant must file with the U.S. 
Civil Service Commission, Washington 25, 
D.C. (1) Form 57, (2) Form 4000— 
ABC, (3) Form 14 and supporting evi- 
dence if preference because of military serv- 
ice is to be claimed, (4) a brief descrip- 
tion of library experience, and (5) a list of 
all library courses completed. 

Written tests will be required having the 
following relative weights: general test, 50, 
and library methods test, 50. Examinations 
will be given in several specified cities in 
each of the forty-eight states as well as in 
the District of Columbia, Alaska, Canal 
Zone, Hawaii, Puerto Rico, and the Virgin 
Islands. ` 


Military Training and Education 

. CLARA Werts Hereert, Public Li- 
brary of the District of Columbia, Wash- 
ington, D.C., represented the A.L.A. at a 
meeting of the American Council on Edu- 
cation in Washington on November 20. 
For over a year the council has been nego- 
tiating with the Army and the Navy in the 
preparation of a proposed study of military 
training and education to determine to 
what extent it has implications for civilian 
education. Both the Army and Navy have 
appointed carefully selected staffs to prepare 
a comprehensive analysis of the entire pro- 
gram of training. Miss Herbert asked that 
the material of the Armed Forces Institute 
be given adequate consideration. Further 
details are contained in the Proposal for a 
Cooperative Study of the Implications of 
Military Training for Civilian Education 
published by the American Council on Edu- 
cation, 744 Jackson Place, N.W., Washing- 
ton 6, D.C. 


The 
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L.C. Pictures 


Tue Office of War Information, in co- 
operation with the Navy, is making a mov- 
ing picture short, in color, of the Library 
of Congress and its work for use overseas. 
A set of slides of the Library of Congress 
has also been developed and is available 
forloan. For further information concern- 
ing the slides write to Milton M. Plumb, 
Jr., Information Officer, Library of Con- 
gress, Washington 25, D.C. 


Readjustment Tool 


A Guide to the Evaluation of Educa- 
tional Experiences in the Armed Services 
has been issued by the American Council on 
Education. The loose-leaf handbook is a 
“qualitative catalogue for civilians describ- 
ing and measuring the widespread, varied, 
and complex educational and training pro- 
grams of the Army, Navy, Coast Guard, 
and Marine Corps.” For each school, in- 
formation is given as to the location, length, 
objective, plan of instruction, subjects, and 
recommendations as to credit. 

Subscriptions to the Guide are $2 a set, 
and orders should be sent to 363 Adminis- 
tration Building, Urbana, Ill. 


Social Security in the U.S. 


A BOOKLET entitled Social Security in 
the United States has recently been pub- 
lished by the U. S. Chamber of Commerce. 
The bulletin contains the official declara- 
tion of policy of the Chamber of Com- 
merce of the United States for the postwar 
period. Also included is the report of the 
Chamber’s Social Security Committee, 
drafted by a broad cross section of repre- 


Brief News of 


General Interest 





sentative businessmen. 

The booklet is available from the Eco- 
nomic Research Department, Chamber of 
Commerce of the U.S., Washington, D.C. 
Single copies are free and additional copies 
are five cents. 


U.S. Publications on Postwar 


‘THE LIBRARY OF CONGRESS has just pub- 


lished the July-September 1944 mimeo- 
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graphed supplement to its earlier booklet 
Post-War Problems, A Current List of 
Printed United States Government Pub- 
lications. The annotations are descriptive 
rather than critical or evaluative and are 
arranged by subject, with a subject-author 
index. Nearly all sources cited are listed 
in the U.S. Government Publications 
Monthly Catalog. 

The supplement to Post-War Problems 
may be obtained free by libraries, upon ap- 
plication to the Publications Office, Library 
of Congress, Washington 25, D.C. 


Fellowships and Scholarships 


THREE FELLOWSHIPS of one thousand 
dollars each are to be offered by the Gradu- 
ate Library School of the University of 
Chicago for advanced study leading to the 
M.A. and Ph.D. degrees. Two full-tuition 
($300) and two half-tuition ($150) schol- 
arships also are being offered for profes- 
sional study leading to the B.L.S. degree. 

Further information may be received 
from the Graduate Library School, Uni- 
versity of Chicago, Chicago 37. Fellow- 
ship applications must be in the hands of 
the dean of the Graduate Library School by 
Mar. 10, 1945, and scholarship applications 
by June 1, 1945. 
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Hospital Courses at Columbia 


THE School of Library Service, Colum- 
bia University, will offer a program relat- 
ing to hospital libraries during the summer 
session, July 2-Aug. 10, 1945. The core 
course, “Library Work with Hospital Pa- 
tients,” will be supplemented by a number 
of pertinent courses and, probably, field 
assignments for students desiring practical 
experience. 

Further information and requests for ap- 
plication forms should be addressed to the 
School of Library Service, Columbia Uni- 
versity, New York City 27. 


State Department Bulletin 


Tue Department of State Bulletin 
should be of interest to librarians. It con- 
tains official texts of releases and docu- 
ments and authoritative articles on many 
aspects of foreign relations. This weekly 
journal is for sale by the Superintendent of 
Documents at a subscription price of $2.75 
a year. l 


Text of Dumbarton Oaks Proposals 


Tur Woodrow Wilson Foundation has 
published the full text of the Dumbarton 


Oaks proposals, as released by the U. S. 
Department of State. 

Copies may be obtained free of charge 
in quantities up to one thousand from the 
Woodrow Wilson Foundation, 8 W. 4oth 
St, New York City 18. Larger quanti- 
ties are available for the cost of printing. 


Sequel Lists Wanted 


ANY LIBRARY which has compiled lists 
of sequels for its own use and which is will- 
ing to lend the lists, or any author or pub- 
lisher having information, is asked to 
communicate with Frank M. Gardner, bor- 
ough librarian, Central Library, Luton, 
England. Mr. Gardner is editing a new 
edition of Sequel Stories on behalf of the 
Association of Assistant Librarians and is 
interested in any new material which might 
be available to him. 


State Library Meetings 

Tue A.L.A. has received announcements 
of the following state library association 
meetings: 

Louisiana Library Association, February 
g-10, Hammond. 

Ohio Library Association, January 30- 
February 1, Columbus. 


Surplus Property for Libraries 


(Continued from page 18) 


books in extension work. Librarians will 
be kept informed of new developments in this 
matter. 

Surplus property is being disposed of by 
the Treasury Procurement's Surplus Con- 
sumer Commodity Disposal Division, which 
is now headed by John W. Pehle. "This 
division has a weekly publication, the Sur- 
plus Reporter, which may be obtained from 


the nearest ‘Treasury Regional Procurement 
Office. This publication lists surplus ma- 
terials only after they have been offered to 
state and local governments and are for 
sale to the general public. Libraries wish- 
ing to obtain surplus property should con- 
tact their Treasury Procurement Regional 
Office until the Surplus Property Board 


issues new instructions. 
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Communications to or 


from A.L.A. Members 





A.L.A. and Equal Rights 


TO THE EDITOR: 


I was very much surprised to note in Miss 
Warren’s report a request to again reconsider 
the A.L.A. Council’s decision to meet only 
in cities where our Negro members are given 
equal rights. The original decision came after 
a very embarrassing experience at Richmond, 
Va. Several years later it was brought up 
again and the committee reported to the 
A.L.A. Council in Cincinnati that it whole- 
heartedly endorsed the previous stand taken 
by the Council. As I remember it, the Council 
unanimously accepted the committee’s report. 
In so doing the A.L.A. was only belatedly 
following in the footsteps of many profes- 
sional, educational, and union organizations 
which had already adopted such a policy. 

Miss Warren’s statement that “Northern 
hotels enforce practically the same restric- 
tions” (as the South?) puzzles me.  Al- 
though I am aware that some Northern hotels 
are franticaly holding to the old way of 
discrimination, I am also aware that many 
organizations have demanded and obtained 
equal privileges for all members at the time 
contracts were made. If the Drake Hotel is 
not willing to act in an Ámerican way, is it 
unconstitutional to meet elsewhere? 

The most shocking statement of all is that 
our goals are “unobtainable.” I refuse to 
accept the inference that librarians can never 
meet as professionals, exchange experiences, 
and hear from others those things which will 
help to bring librarianship up to full stature. 
Millions of men, women, and children have 
died and are yet to die before our battle for 
equality is won. Many thousands of us 
know that this is by no means “unobtainable”! 
It is tragic to hear an educator—a librarian 
—one who should be in the forefront of the 
movement to bring understanding to all peo- 
ple, call the simple matter of meeting together 
of all librarians an “unobtainable” goal. 

We are winning our fight agajnst racial an- 
tagonisms as evidenced by the stand taken 
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by both major political parties in the recent 
election campaign. Because of the strong. 
feeling of the American people both candi- 
dates found it expedient to declare themselves 
in favor of a permanent Fair Employment 
Practice Committee. 

Mary M. Taccart, President 

Chicago Public Library Employees 


Union, State, County, and Mu- 
nicipal Workers of America, Local 
88, C.I.O. 


TO MISS TAGGART: 


In answer to your letter, may I quote in 
full the paragraph in my: talk given at the 
Council meeting on October 13? 


The matter of holding meetings in the South 
should be reconsidered by the Executive Board 
and the Council. The present policy is that no 
A.L.A. conference shall be held where the Ne- 
gro members are not allowed to attend every 
gathering on the program. It is contended that 
Northern hotels enforce practically the same re- 
strictions as those in the South, so that even at 
the Drake we do not live up to our unattainable 
principles. 


I think you are correct in objecting to 
the adjective “unattainable.” What I should 
have said is “unattained principles.” I hope 
with my whole being that they are not un- 
attainable in the future. Equal rights for 
every individual is the just basis upon which 
American government was built. There is 
no more serious nor tragic issue before the 
country today than the mounting antagonisms 
of race prejudice. It is hard to believe that 
every person in the United States who is 
working in a library does not want all mem- 
bers of our national association to be equal. 
If not, where is the value of books? 

In the large hotels of the North, as well 
as in the South, it is not now possible, how- 
ever, to secure permission for the Negro 
members of the A.L.A. to eat in the public 
dining rooms or to use the passenger elevators. 
When the Association refuses to hold a na- 
tional convention in the. South, it is limiting 
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the rights of its hundreds of Southern mem- 
bers. Many of its Negro members are pe- 
nalized, too, since a meeting in Texas, 
Louisiana, or in any of the other Southern 
states, for them would be more accessible and 
less expensive than in the North. 

The committee's report accepted by the 
Council in December 1936, after the Rich- 
mond meeting the previous year, stated: 


'The committee is emphatically opposed to the 
elimination of any geographical division of this 
country from consideration for the annual con- 
ference because of anticipated racial discrimina- 
tion as both unwise and unnecessary. 


It would seem opportune for the Executive 
Board to survey and report to the Council 
the conditions both in the South and in the 
North under which the A.L.A. annual con- 
ference would now be admitted at the large 
hotels. In 1946 it will be ten years since 
we have had a Southern meeting. We are 
accepting some race restrictions in the North. 
All that is desired is to see if as liberal a 
policy as is obtainable anywhere cannot be 
universally adopted. 

ALTHEA H. Warren, Librarian 
Los Angeles Public Library 


TO THE EDITOR: 


As a Negro and as a librarian, I am deeply 
disturbed about the "Changes Ahead" (para- 
graph 7) recommended by Miss Althea War- 
ren, Retiring President of the A.L.A. 

In spite of the arguments presented by most 
Negro librarians who maintain that "the 
A.L.A. means nothing whatever to the Negro 
librarian," I have been a member for more 
than ten years. During that time I have 
attended conventions in Chicago, New York, 
Boston, and Milwaukee (I knew better than 
to go to Richmond and New Orleans). At 
these conventions the highlights were the 
Newbery dinners and the luncheons where 
librarians met people like Eleanor Roosevelt, 
Helen Ferris, Florence Means, Alice Dal- 
gliesh, and many others we had known only 
through books. 

Negro librarians from the North, East, and 
West will be denied the stimulus of these 
important contacts if A.L.A. meetings are 
held in cities where they cannot attend all 
meetings; worse still will be the plight of 
Southern Negro librarians who are already 
cut off from most of the cultural and en- 


riching experiences shared by their white 
colleagues. 

My son writes me that he is knee-deep in 
French mud and has been since D-Day. My 
brother is manning a tank in the front lines 
in Germany. I wonder if they are fighting 
for democracy or are they blindly fighting 
for Miss Warren's "unattainable principles." 

Negro members of organizations meeting 
at the Drake Hotel in Chicago and hotels 
in other more enlightened cities not only eat 
in these hotels but sleep there as well, de- 
pending on the policy of the organization 
meeting at the hotel. In addition to this, 
there is a civil rights law in the State of 
Illinois which can be enforced, if necessary. 

I would like to ask this question, “Is there 
any reason for me or any other Negro li- 
brarian to continue membership in the A.L.A. 
of the future?” 

CHARLEMAE ROLLINS, Children’s Librarian 

George C. Hall Branch 

Chicago Public Library 


TO MRS. ROLLINS: 


Miss Deaderick has sent me your letter of 
November 20. With complete honesty I want 
to assure you that in my talk as Retiring 
President of the A.L.A. I had no thought of 
advocating that the Negro members of the 
Association be in any way deprived of com- 
plete equality. When I mention “unattain- 
able principles,” what I should really say is- 
"principles not yet attained.” I hope that all 
the Negro librarians in the Association will 
express themselves as to how any better plans 
can be worked out for a national library 
association in which every member is granted 
full participation. I cannot feel that the 
Negro librarians of the South, however, are 
given an advantage if meetings of the Asso- 
ciation in the South are entirely abolished. 

At the present time I know that the Execu- 
tive Board has not been able to find any 
hotel in the North or South where complete 
equality is granted. It is with the hope of 
getting as near as possible to this policy that 
a reconsideration of the subject is advocated. 

ALTHEA H. WARREN 


An Untouched Library Field 
TO THE EDITOR: 


It will come as a high-voltage shock to 
most librarians, I am sure, that vital interest 
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was manifest by institutional officials at the re- 
cent Congress of Correction in the presentation, 
by Mildred Methven,! of the importance for 
at least one institutional demonstration library 
in the entire United States to determine 
costs. . 

If anything, I'd say Miss Methven's plea 
was just a modest one. She should have 
asked for a goal of at least one institutional 
library in each state. This is well within 
the realm of possibility and holds values for 
librarians as well A nice clear field that 
is relatively untouched by librarians, it is 
dependent on some kind of aid from the out- 
side which is preferably of a high professional 
caliber. Partially of necessity and, to some 
extent, because of its urgency, it may need to 
be semivolunteer., 

One means, as a beginning, of meeting this 
situation of immediate concern to prison 
officials and also to all librarians, would be 
the adapting of the technique of the Victory 
Book Campaign to a state-wide application. 


I believe it is the speediest means of effecting : 


demonstration units in each state. If, for 
example, but for one season, donations were 
to be secured from an effective canvass of 

1 Chairman of the A.L.A. Committee on Institutional 


Libraries and supervisor of institutional libraries for 
the state of Minnesota, 


the state and routed to one selected institution 
of each state, at the close of that season the 
book stock would be of ample size to have 
established at least one substantially full- 
grown institutional library. There would be 
at least one institutional demonstration unit 
within convenient observational range of 
most officials. 

ANTHONY F. RuwTÉ 

Reference Assistant 

Office of War Information Library 
New York City 


The Ritter Bequests 


TO THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY: 


On behalf of the library board of the 
Drummond Public Library, I wish to thank 
you for the check of fifty dollars we received 
under the Clement V. Ritter bequest. 

'This award, already, has served as a stim- 
ulus to increase our funds, for we have a 
new pledge of one hundred dollars for the 
coming year—the greater part of which will 
be used for children's books. 

EprrR S. BARTLETT, President 

Library Board 

Drummond Public Library 
Drummond, Wis. 


Positions Open : 


Wanted. Assistant or associate executive 
secretary, A.L.A. Woman preferred. Strong 
in personal relations; good representative at li- 
brary and other meetings; interested in every 
aspect of library and A.L.A. work. About 
March r. Salary, six or seven thousand. Ap- 
plications and suggestions solicited. Address 
A.L.A. Executive Secretary. 

Wanted. A.L.A. Membership assistant. 
Librarian with training and experience. 
Knowledge of library names and personalities 
desirable background. Position involves some 
routine tasks. Ability to organize and super- 


vise work of others essential. Opportunity for 
person interested in whole A.L.A. to initiate 
and carry through projects in membership pro- 
motion work. Salary, $2120. Open now. 
Address chief, A.L.A. Membership Depart- 
ment, 

Wanted. Personnel assistant with library 
experience in technical processes and work with 
the public. Background in psychology and per- 
sonnel desirable but not essential. Salary, 
$200 per month. Apply to chief, A.L.A. Per- 
sonnel Office, supplying education, experience, 
photograph, and references. 





Notices by A.L.A. personal or institutional members will be inserted for a charge of fifty 
cents a line; minimum, one dollar and a half. Deadline: tenth of month preceding publica- 


tion, 





What Do You Think? 


HE Executive Board must decide soon whether to hold a national A.L.A. con- 

~ ference in 1945. (Conferences have not been held during the war years because 

of requests received from the Office of Defense Transportation.) This is a 

. responsibility assigned to the board by the Constitution. President Vitz solicits the ad- 
vice of the members before making recommendations to the Executive Board. 


Three possibilities are under consideration: 


(1) A full-fledged national wartime conference in some city which can be 
easily reached from all parts of the United States and Canada. 

(2) A streamlined conference for the discussion of subjects of urgent im- 
portance, the transaction of necessary business, with attendance more or less 
restricted to representatives of the various groups which make up the Asso- 
ciation. 

(3) Regional conferences which might be held in such places as Albany, At- 
lanta, Grand Rapids, Oklahoma City, Seattle, and St. Paul. 


For determining the policy of the Association in peacetime, it would be of assistance 
to the governing bodies of the Association to have the opinions of members on regional and 
national conferences. Miss Manley discusses this whole problem in her article on 
pages 3-6 of this issue. The third question below refers to this problem of peacetime 
conferences. 


Please check your preferences, tear off, and return this blank to the Executive Secretary 


For 1945, I favor (check one) 


A full-fledged national conference 
A streamlined national conference 
Regional conferences 
No conference 














In 1945, I would probably attend (check one) 
A full-fledged national conference 
A streamlined national conference 
Regional conferences 
No conference 














In normal times (check one) 








I favor annual national conferences 
I favor alternate national and regional conferences 





Signature 
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What They Say about 


The Library Development Fund Campaign 


l I am wholeheartedly behind such action and will be glad to subscribe $25 
| à year over a period of four years.—Russell J. Schunk 


I wish I could subscribe more heavily to the campaign fund... for I 
believe in it.—JoAn R. Russell i 


It is right in my line, for my interests have been largely in town, village, 
and county libraries . .. so this is where I will put my Christmas money. 
—Gratia A. Countryman 

. What a splendid way to start a new year... . It isa pleasure to add my 
name to those who are pledging $100.—James A. Howard 


Let's make no small plans. . . . It gives me pleasure to enclose a check for 
$25 and pledge a like amount for the next three years—Helen M. Harris 


My prayers are for an A.L.A. representative who has perseverance, forti- 
tude, foresight, and a good deal of intelligence.—Avrnold Rosaaen 


I am in hearty accordance with the plans of the campaign committee and 
WEE contribute $100 to the cause.—Lucy E, Fay 


Dear Mr. Vitz. .. . Your name and that of the other good members of the 
campaign committee is assurance that the funds received will be wisely used. 
—Charles W. Smith 


Above are quotations from replies to President Vitz’s letter of December 13 


inviting advance subscriptions to the fund. 


Mrs. Graham and Five Discussants 
Consider A.L.A. a Professional Asset 


What If ‘These Were No A.L.A.? 


AUBRY Lee GRAHAM 


HAT IF we did not have an Ameri- 

can Library Association—what if 

we had no national library organi- 
zation of any kind—where would libraries 
in this country be today? Imagine a pot- 
pourri of local library organizations, each 
working as an independent entity, with vary- 
ing standards and objectives and with vary- 
ing degrees of effectiveness. 

First of all, we would have no major 
organization on which to lay the blame for 
our professional shortcomings, for the 
sometimes alleged. inability of our libraries 
to take and hold their place in the sun, for 
our low salaries, for our troubles in gen- 
eral. In short, we would have no “they” 
to whom to pass the buck, and that would 
be disconcerting, if not downright bad for 
our ego. 

Doubtless there are those who share the 
attitude which Mr. Dewey attributed to 
Mr. Poole; that in the early days he 
"looked on this iridescent dream about the 





@Mrs. Gragam is at present on the staff of the 
Public Library of the District of Columbia. She was 
librarian of the Chattanooga Public Library and of the 
New Rochelle, N.Y., Public Library. Before going to 
New Rochelle she served in several capacities at Teach- 
ers College Library, Columbia University, and as secre- 
tary to the librarian of Lawson McGhee Library, 
Knoxville, Tenn. Mrs. Graham has held a number 
of positions on A.L.A. boards, committees, and round 
tables, . 








1Dewey, Melvil "Our Next ‘ Half-Century.” 
A.L.A. Bulletin 20:309-12, October 1926. 


American Library Association and the 
things it might do with a feeling that the 
movement had one foot in the grave and 
the other foot on a banana peel.” 

What are some of the things that are 
being done today which probably could not 
be done without a national association? 
The present tense is used advisedly, for it is 
impossible to attempt here to review the 
sixty-eight years of the A.L.A. Achieve- 
ments have varied with the times. Some 
decades doubtless have been more fruitful 
than others. But it is certain that achieve- 
ments of today are built on the solid founda- 
tions of the past. 

Librarians have long been renowned for 
their excellence in the field of operating 
techniques. Nowhere in the world, per- 
haps, are libraries operated as efficiently as 
in North America. No one can deny the 
enormous contributions made through the 
national association to this phase of the pro- 
fession, from the days of the indefatigable 
Mr. Dewey to the present, 

Librarians are still contributing, through 
A.L.A. divisions, round tables, boards, and 


‘committees, to improvements in operating 


methods, as witness, for instance, the re- 
ports of the Division of Cataloging and 
Classification. Through special committees 


: the division last year surveyed the needs of 
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libraries with respect to the projected stand- 
ard edition of the decimal classification ; pre- 
pared a report recommending minimum 
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statistical records for cataloging depart- 
ments; initiated the “Subject Cataloging 
Clearinghouse” in the Library Journal; and 
attempted to interest someone in every state 
in preparing a list of state author headings 
for that state. The Committee on the Use 
‘of the A.L.A. Catalog Code, the Joint Com- 
mittee of the Library Binding Institute and 
the A.L.A., and six or seven other commit- 
tees worked on various other phases. It is 


conceivable that some of these projects could. 


have been carried out by independent com- 
mittees, perhaps of state or local organiza- 
tions, but imagine getting a meeting of 
minds among the committees of forty-eight 
state associations! 

The Joint Committee of the Library 
Binding Institute and the A.L.A. is a prac- 
tical example of cooperation between buyer 
and seller, which could not possibly work 
effectively except through a national or- 
ganization. In this joint committee, the 
A.L.A. representatives have the deciding 
vote. Information and advice from this 
committee are available to every librarian 
in the country. 


Cooperates with Organizations 


HIS is only one of the national organiza- 
des with which the A.L.A. cooperates 
with advantage to libraries and, it is hoped, 
with advantage to the cooperating organiza- 
tion. Some of the others are the American 
Association for Adult Education, the Spe- 
cial Libraries Association, the American 
Association of Law Libraries, the American 
Council on Education, the American Prison 
Association, the American Medical Associa- 


tion, the National Education Association, : 


the Educational Film Library Association, 
the American Association of University 
Women. 


The A.L.A. is ably representing Amer- 


ican libraries in other parts of the world, as 
one of the “normal instruments of educa- 
tion.” The report of the International 


Relations Board reads almost like a world 
geography, so varied are the relations and 
contacts mentioned. 

What is happening to the thirty-five mil- 
lion people in the United States who lack 
any kind of library service and to the addi- 
tional ‘millions who lack good library 
service? Many local libraries, regional 
libraries, and state commissions are working 
steadily to improve and to extend library 
service. Standing steadfastly behind them 
is the A.L.A., which has long been work- 
ing in the interest of books for all. Last 
year the A.L.A. published Post-War 
Standards for Public Libraries and a new 
edition of American Library Laws; cleared 
information on state planning through cir- 
culars to state library associations; supplied 
information and advice in individual in- 
stances; and assisted in other ways the work 
on state and regional levels. 

While the Association has been giving 
attention to library extension and to inter- 
national relations, the educational, research, 
and special roles of libraries have received 
due attention also. 


Publishing and Public Relations 


IHE Publishing Department, with the 
Editorial Committee, has made it a 
policy to try to discover the printed mate- 
rials most needed by the profession and to 
get them written by competent persons and 
printed. Last year the department had one 
of the most productive years in its history. 
The Public Relations Office provided a 
beginning, at least, toward the type of na- 
tional program some members want-—‘“a 
national radio program cooperatively fi- 
nanced, centrally prepared publicity mate- 
rials, and an expanded program of magazine 
and newspaper publicity”—by sending out 
radio spot announcements and providing for 
placement of library articles in numerous 
nonlibrary magazines. These ventures into 
a broader public relations program have 
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proved successful and may serve as a basis 
for more ambitious undertakings when 
money is available; may indeed serve as the 
argument for making the money available 
for a larger program. 

How about the individual member of 
the A.L.A.? How are his immediate in- 
terests faring in competition with the wide 
variety of other activities carried on.by the 
Association? — — l 

The Board of Education for Librarian- 
ship, besides its continuing studies which 
haye done so much to raise the standards 
of professional education, last year began 
consideration of the feasibility of córre- 
spondence courses for certain subjects in 
library science. The Board on Personnel 
Administration collected data to use in 
developing postwar plans for library. per- 
sonnel; sponsored a form for performance 
ratings for use by all types of libraries 
which, after testing, will be issued for 
quantity purchase; considered one tenure 
case, by correspondence, and developed a 
tentative statement of principles to be used 
as a basis for a statement to be adopted 
this year; provided several articles on per- 
sonnel and salary problems. - 

The Personnel Office initiated the prep- 
aration of a list of persons interested in 
and qualified for foreign library- service; 
answered requests, as fast as possible with 
the staff available, for suitable persons for 
available positions. The Library Unions 
Round Table collected information about 
gains made by library unions and furnished 
the information to interested groups. The 
Staff Organizations Round Table published 
a bulletin, 4sSORTment, and worked on 
a model constitution for staff groups. 


The Annuity Plan 


HE Committee on Annuities, Pensions, 
and Life Insurance started a study of 
pension and annuity provisions for the 
staffs of college and university libraries. 


And R. E. Dooley continued to handle the 
monthly contribution toward my A.L.A. 
retirement annuity. If the A.L.A. had 
done no other thing for me in my profes- 
sional life, it would be worth my money. 
I am frequently surprised to run across 
librarians who are beginning to be faintly, 
or positively, worried about what they are 
going to live on when they have to retire, 
but who have never realized what it means 
to be eligible to join the A.L.A. retirement 
plan. ‘There has been much publicity about 
it, yet to date only about 2200 librarians 
out of the approximately 14,500 members 
of A.L.A. have taken advantage of the 
retirement plan which was first made avail- 
able to the profession in 1933. 

'The A.L.A. has come far indeed since 
one of its founders declared in 1880 that: 

Without exception, it will be found that for 
any satisfactory work two things are abso- 
lutely necessary: an office as headquarters, and 
a man or woman giving exclusive time and 
thought to library interests. Hosts of letters 
must be written and answered; circulars with 
suggestions for better work must be distrib- 
uted ; visitors, librarians, and committees must 
be seen. An office secretary devoted to the task 
would have every minute crowded with solid 
work.? 

Sound and constructive criticism has 
never hurt any organization. The A.L.A. 
has shown, in its sixty-eight years, that it 
can “take it” and profit by it. It weathered 
the "enlarged program" disappointments of 
1919. Three activities committees have 
reviewed the activities of the A.L.A. and 
have made reports in the past ten years. 
'The constitution has been revised recently 
in order to make effective the changes 
recommended by the 'Third Activities Com- 
mittee. This committee spent many months 
atid, much effort in getting opinions from 
members of the A.L.A. and of state and 
local library associations on changes which 

7 Dewey, Melvil. “Past, Present, and Future of 


the A.L.A." Library Journal 5:274-76, September- 
October 1880. 


38 A.L.4. BULLETIN: FEBRUARY 1945 


would make for a more democratic organi- 
zation and would provide for greater mem- 
ber participation. 

And still the A.L.A. is.not perfect. 

On July 7, 1943, Mr. Metcalf, in his 
valedictory address, renewed his invitation 
to librarians "to let me know where they 
think the A.L.A. falls down on its job. 
No one knows better than the President 
and the Executive Secretary that our Asso- 
ciation is not perfect, and we do very much 
want to improve it. We are looking for 
constructive suggestions. ? _ 

Suggestions and comments came in. Miss 
Warren, Mr. Metcalf’s successor, sorted 
and analyzed them and listed them in her 
address at the Council meeting last Oc- 
tober.* 


Miss Manley's Committee 


"JT Committee on Relations with Lo- 
cal Groups and Membership Partici- 
pation (Marian C. Manley, chairman) was 
creatéd last spring to try to learn more 
about how the membership feels; the opin- 
ions it collects will be used as a basis for 
recommendations for the Council and Ex- 
ecutive Board. The more I learn about 
the activities of the A.L.A. the less compe- 
tent I feel to give opinions, but my sug- 


gestions are going in, nevertheless, for I 
want to feel that I have made an effort to 
contribute in some part to the policies of 
the Association with which my professional 
life is tied up. 

A great unrest has descended upon the 
world. It has permeated the private lives 
of every one of us. People are troubled, 
touchy, critical, We have great hopes for 
the future and equally great fears that those 
hopes will not be adequately realized. 
Every individual wants to share in shaping 
the future. No one who has read the an- 
nual reports of the A.L.A. and recent 
articles, can fail to appreciate how con- 
scientiously, intelligently, even desperately, 
our library leaders are trying to listen to 
voices from the rank and file and to make 
it possible for all to have a satisfying share 
in doing the work and shaping the policies 
of our national association. We know they 
are not complacent. They are working 
against great odds, in many cases. They 
need all of the advice, encouragement, and 
support we can give them. As Mr. Poole 
so aptly said in 1886, “The work for which 
this Association was organized is not. yet 
completed."5 -But we must have faith— 
faith in the future, faith in the present— 
and tolerance. 


3 Metcalf, Keyes DeWitt. ‘‘Valedictory.” A.L.A. 
Bulletin 37:249-50, September 1943. 
3 Warren, Althea H. “Changes Ahead." A.L.A. 5 Poole, William F. “Address of the President." 
Bulletin 38:414-16, October 1944. A.L.A, Bulletin (Papers and Proceedings) 8:1-6, 1886. 
Discussion 


RS. GRAHAM has told a most inter- 
M esting true story of many of the ac- 
tivities of the A.L.A. For five years I 
worked very closely with the Membership 
Committee with representatives from every 
state of the union ard the provinces of 
Canada. We all realized then that there 
were many librarians who were not en- 
joying and utilizing all the facilities of the 
Association that were available to them. 
'The 1940 Census gives 36,347 employed 


librarians.  A.L.A. has a membership of 
approximately fifteen thousand. It is not 
only the part-time worker in the very small 
library who has not joined the Association, 
but many prominent librarians on the staffs 
of the larger libraries who are either care- 
less about paying their dues or who do not 
care enough for their national professional 
organization to belong to it. Some may 
say their libraries have institutional mem- 
berships. Even if that is so, a live-wire 
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professional librarian should personally sup- 
port his own professional association, if for 
no other reason than that his name may be 
included in the Handbook. That list alone 
is worth the price of membership. Every 
librarian should want his name included. 
The untrained librarian can get a liberal 
education by reading the A.L.A. publica- 
tions, especially the Bulletin, or the publi- 
cations of the special divisions, as College 
and Research Libraries or Top of the News, 
which are full of the latest theories and 
ideas about library work—some informative, 
some controversial. 
- One valuable feature of the work of the 
A.L.A. has been temporarily suspended, 
that is, the compilation and publication of 
the statistics of various types of libraries. 
Such statistics are most useful for com- 


* 


VERY YEAR. I am faced with answering 
Mrs. Graham's question for a group 
of young people who, as the Ohio state 
plan for the certification of school librarians 
indicates, are "specialists." Some of these 
young people wonder what to do about 
joining. Most of.them have had intro- 
ductory teaching experience and know how 
irresistible is the pressure to join at least 
two educational organizations, one state 
and one national “You know how it 
goes," they tell me. “I can't be the one 
member of the school staff who prevents a 
100 per cent membership record. “Nor do 
I wish to be. But it doesn’t seem quite 
fair to have to join in my field of specializa- 
tion too. Do you think I.should?” 
My answer is "Yes." It is one of the 
penalties of specialization. Or had we bet- 
ter say one of the privileges? For to my 


mind the specialist is one who has the fun’ 


. of doing something different—quite. likely 
no more important—but just different. and, 
to him, more satisfying, provided he keeps 


parative purposes when talking with boards 
of trustees concerning’ budgets and staff. 
It is to be hoped this material will be avail- 
able again soon. a 
The conferences, annual or biennial, na- 
tional or regional, are valuable for the 15- 
35 per cent of the members who attend, 
for no one can really feel a part of the 
Association until:he has attended a con- 
ference and had the privilege of seeing and 
hearing and meeting the people whose 
names he has seen for years. All new 
members ought to go immediately to an 
A.L.A. meeting. Then they would go out 
and gather in more members: to enjoy what 
they have just enjoyed. ` 
' .WiwrrRED VER Nooy 
: Reference Librarian 
University of Chicago Libraries 
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up with the latest developments in his par- 
ticular field and becomes a fellow traveler 
with others going in.the same direction. 
It's like riding a hobby. And nobody ever 
begrudges a few extra dollars here and 
there if they make him a better hobby- 
horseman. ; ' 

You see, I think it's important to have 
a good time doing what we are doing to 
earn a living. I have had a good time and 
I think it's largely because I've always tried 
to keep my eye on the professional ball. It 
was fun in the days when I ‘managed a 
schoo] library to bring freshness into the 
school situation out of my A.L.A. contacts 
in committee work and otherwise and 
through the use of the professional litera- 
ture the Association sponsored. It has like- 
wise been fun as the years have gone by to 
plant in the library field an occasional new 
and at times rather..startling educational 
idea. Being a librarian in a school, I could 


_ work it both ways. 


Of course, this isn't writing in detail, as 
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perhaps I should, of the many facets of the 
A.L.A. as a professional organization. But 
Mrs, Graham has done so well that not 
much can be added ; and if I write in a very 
personal way, blame her. She started it, 
didn'tshe? Perhaps, however, I can under- 
line some of her statements from a slightly 
different point of view. 

Take professional literature. As a li- 
brary school instructor I wouldn't know 
how to get along without the data made 
available through the Publishing Depart- 
ment. I'd have to lecture interminably in- 
stead of directing students to texts, studies, 
and descriptive material such as the inti- 
mate pictures of school libraries in action 
portrayed in the Experimenting Together 
series. It is not to be forgotten that, due 
to the smallness of the library profession, 
the sales possibilities of professional litera- 
ture are frequently too limited to allow of 
publication by any but a nonprofit press. 

Then, I'm glad there is a Division of 
Libraries for Children and Young People. 
It makes me feel that, as one whose par- 
ticular lot has been cast in the school field, 


* 


SHALL ANSWER the question posed by 

Mrs, Graham in terms of my experience 
for forty-four years as a librarian. 

When I began my work in 1901, I had 
‘not attended a library school. I found 
John Cotton Dana’s Library Primer, an 
A.L.A.-inspired publication, an unfailing 
source of assistance in dealing with all kinds 
of library problems. . 

In 1904 and 1909, respectively, when the 
North Carolina State Library Association 
and Library Commission were established, 
advice and suggestions from the A.L.A. 
"were indispensable. 

In 1906 the meeting of the A.L.A. at 
Narragansett Pier, R.L, gave me my first 
opportunity to present a paper to a national 
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I belong in a very special sort of way. I 
also like the ways in which the Division of 
Libraries for Children and Young People 
and, especially, its American Association of 
School Librarians cooperate with other 
organizations. I am grateful for the pub- 
lications of the Joint Committee of the 
N.E.A. and A.L.A. and I’m an interested 
reader of Top of the News, that new little 
sheet that keeps me in touch with "what's 
cooking" in the school library field. 

In short, I'd Hate to: be a professor in a 
library school or a school librarian with no 
A.L.A. to provide professional background. 
My only regret is that annual conferences 
(when we have them) occur so generally at 
unfortunate dates in the school calendar 
that attendance is largely limited to super- 
visors and administrative officials who are 
free to go and come as the librarian in the 
school is not. 

i 
Lucie F. FAnoo, Associate Professor 
School of Library Science 
Western Reserve University 


Cleveland 


* * 


audience. ‘The Library Journal, then an 
A.L.A. publication, : provided an oppor- 
tunity for publication. Both opportunities 
were stimulating professionally. 

'The A.L.A. meeting at Asheville, N.C., 
in 1907 greatly stimulated interest in 
libraries in North Carolina and the South 
and promoted effective public relations for 
the libraries of the region. 

In 1913-14 service on A.L.A. com- 
mittees gave me experience in dealing with 
school library standards which was brought 
to bear later in Southern library and edu- 
cational associations in the development of 
school libraries. 

. Through membership on the Board of . 
Education for Librarianship, 1925-32, I 
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secured firsthand information about library 


schools, fellowships, and grants-in-aid for: 


educational purposes, which was indispensa- 
ble in establishing the library school at 
North Carolina and in directing the Grad- 
uate Library School at the University of 
Chicago. 

Aid in planning the present library build- 
ing at Chapel Hill, N.C., was supplied by 
members of the A.L.A. in 1927, and the 
A.L.A. placement bureau has always been 
‘available for suggestions concerning per- 
sonnel for library and library school. 

In the 1930's, through membership on 


, * 


HAT PRICE discussion if all that one 
feels is hearty agreement? My com- 
ments, therefore, will be merely variations 
:on the original theme which seems to me 
exceedingly well developed. o d 
First of all, then, as one of the most 
illiterate of librarians in matters of finance, 
I have always wondered if we spend enough 
on and through A.L.A.? Economists tell 
us that in the postwar world every tax 
dollar will be the battleground where spe- 
cial interests compete. But surely the G.I. 
Bil of Rights is only one of many signs 


that interest in education has never been so ` 


widespread. Are we giving A.L.A. sup- 


port enough to press the claims of libraries © 


for the dollars they need to improve them- 
selves as instruments of education, not 
someday, but now? “There is a tide in the 
affairs of men, which, taken at the flood, 
leads on, . . ." I wonder if we are not 
afloat on such a tide? Controlled, it will 
be beneficent; uncontrolled, devastating. 
Mrs, Graham mentions also the striking 
achievements of the Board of Education 
for Librarianship. I subscribe cordially to 
all she says but, after the manner of Oliver 
Twist, I want more. The general prac- 


the Executive Board, I came to understand 
how major institutions and national organi- 
zations function effectively locally and 
abroad. Throughout the years I have had 
at hand for guidance a constantly growing 
body of professional literature and I have 
had the greatly prized assurance of com- 


' radeship and support which only a national 


organization of professional colleagues can 
supply. 
Louis R. Wirsow, Professor 
School of Library Science 
University of North Carolina 
Chapel Hill ; 
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titioners among college librarians, of whom 
I am one, belong, perhaps, to a dying race. 
I hope, therefore, that the board will add 
to its already long list of accomplishments 
the making of plans for the evolution of 
successors to my group. For the profes- 
sional education of college librarians of the 
future, three years of graduate work in 
which much more subject knowledge will be 
fitted into the frame of training for li- 
brarianship seem to me highly desirable. 

I suggest that in the ‘existing curricula 
of universities abundant material for such a 
program is already available. Public ad- 
ministration ; comparative literature; politi- 
cal science, particularly in relation to public 


- documents; and the history, illustration, 


printing, and binding of books strike me as 
suitable subjects for consideration in offer- 
ing opportunities for specialization. If the 
library schools could retain supervision of 
the program and give advanced work in 
bibliography and history of libraries, while 
subject courses were taught by departments 
of instruction, I believe scholar-librarians 
in the image of such men as Wilberforce 
Eames might be developed. Without gen- 
uine scholarship on the part.of at least a 
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few librarians in college libraries, the in- 
tegration of the library with the educational 
program of the college will, it seems to me, 
remain partial and sporadic instead of com- 
plete. : 

Finally, Mrs. Graham’s statement that 
“librarians have long been renowned for 
their excellence in the field of operating 
techniques," raises the question of the fu- 
ture relation between librarians and the 
machinery they have invented. At what 
point does efficient organization become too 
mechanical and so need. correction by an 
increased emphasis on individual and per- 
sonal service? Sir Richard Livingstone’s 
striking book, Oz Education, gives the best 
interpretation I have ever read of the place 
of formal education in the lives of adults. 


* 


MAZING what a few letters from the 
alphabet can mean to one of the still- 
uninitiated in the field of library science, 
when those letters are A.L.A. on the title 
page of a book! Although to this begin- 
ning student of library science there are 
moments when, with pages and pages to 
cover in books issued under the auspices of 
the A.L.A., she wishes that such an organi- 
zation had never been formed, these 


instances of regret are rare and of short 


duration. She does realize the value of the 
material that she is covering and is really 
delighted to have the information available. 
Articles in the 4.L.4. Bulletin are stimu- 


lating, book selection aids invaluable, and - 


surveys of library service in various areas 
helpful in understanding the field. More- 
over, what would we students do without 
the A.L.A. Catalog Code? 

During this year at library school it 
means much to realize that when we com- 
plete our course of study and are ready to 
enter library service we may continue to 


t 


Has the time come for more of our refer- 
ence librarians to be also research librarians, 
consultants in subject fields, and experienced . 
teachers of adults? How shall we limit 
our libraries within bounds where we can 


-function well and at the same time take 


advantage of any opportunities we may 
have to become, really, a people's univer- - 
sity? 

As Bertrand Russell once said, education 
for a good life is a matter of cooperation, 
not competition. Mrs. Graham has re- 
minded all of us, and we are grateful for it, 
of just how cooperative the American Li- 
brary Association really is. 

BraNcur PricHarp McCrum, Librarian 
Wellesley College Library j 
Wellesley, Mass. 
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be members of an organization that is in- 
terested in the welfare of the profession as 
a whole throughout the United States. It 
is gratifying, also, to know that we do have 
at our head a group with authority to work 
with leaders in library science in other 
countries. As students generally are, so 
are we in this field well aware of the 
contributions that can be made by peoples 
everywhere. 
While the field of library science is rela- 
tively new, there is much for us to learn 
from its past history and from those who 
have had much experience. A.L.A. is linked 
with the past, is active in the present, and 
is looking to the future. May it continue 
to do much to raise standards within the 
profession and inspire us with the proper 
ideals for service so that we may all be 
awake to the finest in our work. 
Donoruy MozLEY, Student 
School of Library Science 
Simmons College 

Boston 


The Third Article Resulting from Miss Manley’s' 


Study of A.L.A. and Its Membership 


A.L.A. Finances and A.L.A. Services 


Marian C. MANLEY 


CCORDING to R. E. Dooley’s article 
A in the June 1944 4.L.A. Bulletin: 
During the fiscal year ended August 
31, 1943, income handled by the accounting di- 
vision amounted in round numbers to 
$773,900. . . . Sixty-nine thousand dollars 
(less $4720 to divisions) came from dues, 
$36,150 from subscriptions, $78,500 from en- 
dowment funds, $134,500 was for annuity 
payments, $66,500 came from participants in 
the importations plan, $60,590 from sales of 
publications (books), $309,700 from govern- 
ment and foundations, and $23,680 from other 
sources. 


"These astronomical figures in connection 
with an association whose dues range from 
two to ten dollars are almost overwhelm- 
ing. But analysis reduces them to a less 
awe-inspiring level. — 

Revenues handled by A.L.A. fall into 
three broad classes. One, cooperative 
funds, such as annuity payments, for which 
A.L.À. acts as agent; two, grants and con- 
tracts for administration by A.L.A. for 
specific purposes; and three, income from 
Association dues, endowment, and activities, 
the real basis of support for the Association’s 
program. Funds whose outlay is budgeted 
by the Association are in the last class. To 
have an adequate picture of the Associa- 
tion’s financial responsibilities and under- 
standing of the relationship of the classes is 
essential. 


4A note’ about Miss Manley appeared on page 3 of the 
January 4.L.4. Bulletin. E 
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Into the first class fall the annuity pay- 
ments and the payments from participants in 
the importations plan. ‘These represent large 
sums handled by Headquarters at the re- 
quest of the members and for the benefit of 
members. This service is made possible by 
the existence of the Association. It is not 
an integral part of the Association's activi- 


ties. The funds handled during 1943-44 
were: 
Importations plan ......... $27,191.02 
Chinese publications for 

‘American libraries ....... 13,036.00 
Annuity plan ............. 140,494.88 


Many items in the second class are for 
specific purposes not too closely concerned 
with the direct development of libraries in 
the United States. A.L.A. has been used as 
an agency for administering such grants be- 
cause of demonstrated results. That our pro- 
fessional association has established a high 
standing for such administration may well 
be a source of gratification. These grants 
in the international field are from outside 
agencies. Their administration is mainly 
by individuals employed for that specific 
purpose and paid from these funds. The 
actual proportion of Headquarters’ time 
that goes into their administration is part of 
the time of only two or three people on 
the Headquarters staff: to a large degree, 
the Executive Secretary and the Comptrol- 
ler; to a lesser degree, several department 
heads and others in the administrative office. 
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Summary of. Disbursements, 1943-44 
Excluding All Special and Cooperative Projects 
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To offset the cost of this administration 
time, a part of each important grant is 
used for administration expenses. This 
means, therefore, that grants cover their 
own special activities and are assets to the 
members through the opportunity they offer 
for indirect participation in broad fields. 
Apart from the main international grants, 
the Carnegie Corporation and others have 
provided funds for many special library ex- 
periments dificult to finance without such 
aid. Grants for film forums, institutes on 
war and postwar issues, and the publication 
of American Library Laws illustrate these. 
The 1943-44 foundation grants, govern- 
ment contracts, etc., handled by A.L.A. 
were: , 


Funds Handled A.L.A. Overhead 
Carnegie Corporation 


$44,458.07 (Deducted in previous 
period) 
Rockefeller Foundation 
$181,370.67 $1,922.10 
Government Contracts 
$277,241.70 $5,033.96 
Miscellaneous Special Items 
$6,386.09 — 


These fitst two classes of funds, as some- 
what overwhelming in amounts, may bulk 
too large in the picture of A.L.A. finances 
in proportion to their real relationship to 
A.L.A. Both members and staff may on 
occasion forget that these are not a part of 
the Association's major preoccupation, the 
promotion of library service as it touches 
the members. Rather they are special proj- 
ects, in many cases of interest to only a 
minority of members though, like other 
activities of a profession with many com- 
partments and separate interests, they have 
a professional value for all. 


Funds for Association Activities 


HE 1943-44 cash receipts, excluding 
the Ritter funds, grants, annuities, etc., 
were: ` 
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Dues, regular and special (less 


allotments) ............. $ 68,908.78 
General endowment ........ 71,909.24 
Miscellaneous ........ TD 504.43 
Administrative overhead from 

grants and contracts ...... 6,956.06 

Total Deva $148,278.51 


Publication compensation. 138,615.26 


Grand total ........... $286,893.77 


These funds are distributed among de- 
partments for four broad purposes: the 
salaries of the department staff; the main- 
tenance costs and rent for the different de- 
partments; the mechanics for contacts, such 
as travel funds, postage, etc., through which 
relations with the members are maintained ; 
and the expenses peculiar to specific de- 
partments. i 

The article in the June 4.L.4. Bulletin 
included a Chicago Headquarters organiza- 
tion chart. This listed five departments: 

(1) Library Education and Personnel 

(2) Publishing and ‘Cooperative Serv- 

ices 

(3) Administrative 

(4) Membership Organization and In- 

formation 

(5) Information and Advisory Services. 


Table of Expenditures 


HE SUPPLEMENTARY TABLE on page 44 
shows comparative expenditures for 
each department. To summarize baldly 
these expenditures and their purpose, the 
members of the American Library Associa- 


/ 


' activities 


tion maintain a Chicago Headquarters, with 
a staff of twenty-three professional ‘and 
forty-six clerical employees at an annual 
cost of around $150,000, to carry on the 
work of the Association. 

The table shows the current assignment 
of funds and the activities carried on by 
the Headquarters staff. What questions are 
raised by this analysis? Does the distribu- 
tion indicate a flexible organization in 
which personnel and income can be easily 
adjusted to meet changing conditions? Are 
the expenditures for the different activities 
in appropriate proportion to the needs of 
a widely distributed membership? Is finan- 
cial support given according to an estab- 
lished pattern, or are the needs of all 
given objective consideration 
annually? Is such objective consideration ' 
really feasible? 

‘What is certain is that the American 
Library Association has about $150,000 an- 


 nualy to meet current expenses in pro- 


moting library service and librarianship. 
These expenses include charges for rent, 
salaries, and other items, such as $3500 for 
travel, etc, by officers, committee mem- 
bers, and others in connection with the 
Association's program. ‘The annual re- 
ports in the 4.L.4. Bulletin for October 
indicate progress through these expendi- 
tures. Carefully considered, in the light 
of all the records, what, if any, changes 
should be made? ‘To answer this is the 
direct responsibility of the members. Nor 
can the answer be found without fair and 
open-minded study and discussion. 


Miss Wallace Describes a Project of the 
Public Relations Committee and Office 


Ah! Ah! Don't Touch That Dial! 


P SARAH L. WALLACE 


OUR FAVORITE radio program signs 
Y off regretfully until next time, On 
its heels comes the radio announcer: 


Housewives, forget about those ration- 
free recipes for a moment and think of the 
fun you can have reading about the old-fash- 
ioned generous dishes of before the war. 
‘Della Lutes’s Country Kitchen is only one of 
the many books at the public library which 
will conjure up the delectable smells and 
flavors of meals that are gone, except in 
memory. 

That announcer is reading one of the spot 
announcements sent free to about two hun- 
dred libraries monthly by the A.L.A. Pub- 
lic Relations Office. 

To copy the announcer: Librarian, are 
you receiving those announcements? Are 
you using them to make your library better 
known? 
Write to the A.L.A. Public Relations Office, 
520 N. Michigan Ave., Chicago 11, asking 
to be added to the mailing list. 

Spot announcements are a logical means 
of using the radio for library publicity on 
several counts. They take less time to pre- 
pare. Your audience is ready made. The 








@ Miss Warrace is publicity assistant at the Min- 
neapolis Public Library, a member of the A.L.A. Public 
Relations Committee, and the author of the spot 
announcements issued by the A.L.A. Public Relations 
Office. She attended St. Catherine College, from which 
she received both her B.A. and B.S. in L.S. degrees. 
Miss Wallace has contributed. stories and articles to 
popular and professional periodicals, 
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Do as other libraries are doing. ` 


woman who has just listened to Young 
Doctor Malone and is waiting feverishly 
for the next instalment of John’s Other 
Wife will not turn her dial for the few 
seconds used in between for the library 
message. Chances are a hundred to one, 
however, that the same woman would never 
tune in an announced and avowed library 
program. 

Also, libraries will find it easier to get 
time for spots than for a longer program. 
Although stations are eager for good sus- 
taining programs, few educational agencies 
can produce good shows. Spots, however, 
are within possibility. ` 
` Again, few librarians can spare the time 
for regular radio appearances. Spot an- 


' nouncements are given by the station an- 


nouncer, who, like the transfer company, 
is always on time and always helpful. 

'The spot announcement must be com- 
pressed to between fifty and one hundred 
words. There is little room for more than 
the essentials. It must start off promptly 
with an ear-catching, action-arresting phrase. 
It must make sure the listener knows what 
service is offered and where he can get it. 

If you sign up for A.L.A.’s canned 
spots you may find that some of them need 
adaptation although every effort is made to 
keep them general enough for universal use. 
'ake the one quoted, for instance. Maybe 
your library doesn't have Country Kitchen. 
Then quick, substitute a book that you do 
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have. Maybe you don't go in for cook- 
books in your community, Then skip that 
one. Don't advertise something you don't 
have or don't believe in. When changing 
the spots stick to informal, vital, colorful 
words. This is no place for "fine" writing. 

Stations must know where an announce- 
ment comes from. In fact, most stations 
will not accept an unidentified announce-, 
ment. If you use canned spots, retype them 
on your library letterhead and give the 
name of the person or the office in your 
library who is responsible for them. It is 
more acceptable to the station if each one 
is on a separate sheet of paper. 

Before you pepper your station with, spot 


announcements, interview the local station. 
Some stations rely on selling spot announce- 
ments for revenue. They are no place for 
library announcements unless you have 
money in your sock to pay for them. Also, 
all stations give many announcements daily 
for the war effort, so make sure that they 
have room for your message too, 
Building an audience for spots is hard 
work. Try to make your library patrons 
aware that you have taken to the air. 
Watch for response in requests and in cir- 
culation. , Report encouraging results to 
your station. _ Success breeds success. If 
they find that people are listening to your 
announcements, they will want more. 


No (on ference This Yos] 


HERE WILL BE no national or regional A.L.A. conference this year. I make this 
qol in'advance of final vote by the Executive Board in the full conviction 
that the no-conference recommendation of the Program Committee, will be approved 
unanimously before this Bulletin reaches you.. Decisions made in Washington leave 
us no choice but to comply—which I am sure is the choice of every member of the 
A.L.A. as well as.of,its officers; now that the seriousness of the travel situation has 
been made clear, even though. we regret that we must forego the inspiration and the 
wiser action that come from conferring. 

Wartime printing delays worked out unfortunately- for us in this respect. When the 
questionnaire or poll on conferences. was prepared in mid-December for the. January 
Bulletin, the question was still’ debatable. This is true no.longer. We are, however, 
still interested in, your answer to.the last question. - : 

Whether business meetings of Council and Executive Board and giler similar groups 
will be feasible this year must be' decided later. In the meantime, let's have the best 
possible intercommunication by- mail on all matters of professional interest. ‘The 4.L.4. 
Bulletin and other library periodicals will bring to: you reports, suggestions, and ques- 
tions from’ officers, committees, and’ others. Please make it a two-way affair, by expressing 
your opinion in letters to me and to other officers and by participating in the monthly polls 
in the Bulletin. The jobs we all have to do through the A.L.A. are too, important to be 
allowed to suffer even though the war makes conferences impossible. 


CanL Virz, 4.L.A. President 


" 


Mr. Howard! Reports on News from 
Washington as of January 18 


Federal Relations News 


PauL Howanp 


Library Service Division: In his annual 
budget message, President Roosevelt called 
for a reorganization of the Office of Educa- 
tion. This will mean an expansion of the 
Library Service Division. 

In brief, this expansion will call for an 
approximate doubling of the budget of the 
division including the increasing of the pro- 
fessional staff to eleven people ; a chief, assist- 
ant chief, specialist for college and research 
libraries, specialist for public libraries, ‘chief 
bibliographer, three research assistants, and 
two field service consultants. Approximately 
seventeen assistants will be available to the 
division. The division will be able to draw 
upon the services of the statistical service 
of the Office of Education and will have 
funds to provide traveling expenses for 
librarians who might be invited to Washing- 
ton for consultation purposes. 

The commissioner has given favorable con- 
-sideration to the idea of establishing a series 
of research projects upon major problems in 
all library fields. These projects would re- 
quire supplementary appropriations before 
they could be established. They would prob- 
ably call for experimental units to be op-' 
erated cooperatively by the Library Service 
Division and selected libraries. It is likely 
that the A.L.A. will be consulted concern- 
ing the nature of any such projects and will 
be active in their planning. 

Proposed Legislation: The A.L.A. is ad- 


1A note about Mr. Howard appeared on page 18 of 
the January 4.L.4. Bulletin, 
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vocating legislation to facilitate the use of 
surplus books from Army camp libraries in 
demonstrations of rural library service. The 
idea back of the legislation is that as sur- 
plus books become available they will serve 
the country best if they are used to extend 
library service to areas now without it. In 
order to do this effectively supplementary 
funds will have to be provided for organiz- 
ing the books into working collections 
providing personnel and supplies for their 
administration. 

A preliminary draft of a bill to accom- 
plish this purpose has been prepared and 
negotiations are now under way to have it 


introduced as a nonpartisan measure in both 


houses of Congress. The major provisions 
of the bill are as follows: 


I. À grant to state library agencies over 
a period of five years which will match each’ 
volume of surplus camp library books received 
with one dollar per volume for the initial year 
and fifty cents per volume for each year of 
four additional years 

2. Adequate safeguards to prevent federal 
dominance or interference in the administra- 
tion of local or state library service 

3. A system of reporting results of the serv- 
ice to Congress through the Office of Educa- 
tion. 


As progress is made upon this and other 
federal relations affairs it will be reported 
through the Bulletin, other library periodi- 
cals, and, more directly, to those librarians 
who are most affected. 


H 


Adult Education Board Sponsors This 
Article on an Experiment in Integration 


Organizations Join Forces 


Fern Lone 


T WOULD SEEM that one of the major 
needs of our times is for a maximum of 

. coordination, of integration, at every 
level of living. Beginning at the level on 
which most of us live most of our lives— 
the working level—it seems to the writer 
that integration here is something to which 
we, as librarians, can contribute. Since the 
middle of the nineteenth century, when 
professions became more numerous and 
distinct, there has been an intensive develop- 
ment within each of the most practiced pro- 
fessions, a development not only of training 
in skills and techniques, but also its corollary 
of establishing increasingly well-defined and 


s 


full growth, as any kind of isolation: is. 
We need.a conscious breaking down and 
elimination of these isolating barriers, an 
honest and activating realization that mem- 
bers of various professions are working 
toward the same end—the building of a 
better world, stone by small stone. 

We should also think beyond the narrow 
bounds of professions to the need of dis- 


. Solving the partitions which separate the 
professional worker and other kinds of 


rigorous standards of-membership in those | 


professions. The lines of growth, so far, 
‘seem to have been parallel rather than inter- 
secting, and there has-been a certain ob- 
vious, although not absolute, professional 
isolation into categories which is as de- 
structive, or at least not so permissive of 








@Miss Lone has her A.B. degree from Radcliffe Col- 
lege and her Ph.D. from Charles University in Prague. 
She attended the latter institution on an Institute of 
International Education fellowship. After several 
years of social work in Ames, Iowa, she attended 
Western Reserve and received her B.S. in L.S. in 1940. 
Since her graduation írom library school, she has 
been employed at the Cleveland Public Library as 
associate reader's adviser, field worker in adult educa- 
tion, and director of adult education. She has 
contributed a number of articles to professional periodi- 
cals, including the three book articles on America and 
the War, which appeared as supplements to issues of 
the Bulletin in 1941 and 1942, and an article on 
* books about Russia in the March 1944 Bulletin. 
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workers. We need, if we are going to 
eliminate spiritual inefficiency and lost mo- 
tion, to achieve mutual understanding, mu- 
tual respect, for the constructive efforts of 
our fellow workers, no matter what they 
are doing or where. "That kind of inte- 
gration would be a fundamental beginning, 
one within our grasp, in the direction of 
making it possible to live in that "one 
world" which our minds tell us is already 
here but which our deeper mechanisms of 
comprehension may not yet have really 
grasped. Certainly it is a project in adult 
education to which more and more thought 
and effort will be given. 

The realization that such mutuality is not 
only desirable but rapidly becoming vitally 
necessary, may be one of the factors which 
gave impetus to attempting, for the first 
time, four years ago, the Canadian experi- 
ment of Camp Macdonald at Macdonald 
College. It has now very definitely moved 
out of the experimental stage and would 
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strike any observer as one of the most vital 
projects in adult education for adult edu- 
cators. s 

Macdonald College itself is located in 
the suburbs of Montreal. The camp 
(where the writer participated as leader of 
the section studying the library's place in 
the community) is some eighty miles away 
on the shores of beautiful Lake Memphre- 
magog. A group of rough log cabins and 
tents made up-the living and the working 
quarters. There were only the most es- 
sential conveniences; there were no servants 
and everyone at camp participated cooper- 
atively in performing the work. For many 
of those who were there, it was their first 
taste of this kind of living, stripped; more 
or less, to its bare essentials physically but 
vibrating at a rather intense rate men- 
tally and spiritually. 


‘ Make-Up of Meeting 


HE people who came to camp were 
farm and labor leaders, personnel and 
recreation specialists from industries, pro- 
jectionists from the Canadian National Film 
Board, teachers, social workers, radio broad- 
casters, forum leaders, librarians, ministers, 
Y.W.C.A. secretaries. There was no 
separation of one group from the others; 
the theme which the camp was living for 
the two weeks of its existence was com- 
munity organization and the methods of 
doing different kinds of group work within 
the community. The problem was ap- 
proached in the simplest and most logical 
way in the world, yet the one which so fars 
seems to have been tried the least’ fre- 
quently. That is, from the point of view 
of what could be done if we all work to- 
gether than of what could be accomplished 
by any particular group working alone. 
In writing his final report on the camp, 
R. Alex Sim, its director, said: 


In all our thinking now are the dominating 
problems. ... How can we create communi- 


ties that are fit for our soldiers, sailors, and 
airmen and their female counterparts in each 
service? How can we adjust our wartime 
economy to peacetime production? How can 
we make good the idedls for which men and 
women have worked, sacrificed, fought, and 
died? To solve these problems entails new 
techniques in adult education, new techniques 
that the war has forced upon us. 


There is no strange ring about this ` 
Canadian statement of problems which 
girdle the world. in varying degrees of 
intensity; it is another echo of those we 
hear stated every day, yet it was the ap- 
proach to it from the angles of each of the 
groups represented which built a whole and 
balanced picture. 

W. C. Hallenbeck, head of the Depart- 
ment of Adult Education at Teachers 
College, Columbia University, was senior 
member of the teaching staff at Camp 
Macdonald. In his final report he made this 
key statement: 


The discussions in the general session each 
morning centered around groups and their sig- 
nificance in adult education and recreation. 
The basic assumption in the discussions was 
that there is a sociological framework within 
which adult education^and recreation operate 
to the effect that our communities operate by: 
groups of people, that much of the lives of 
individuals involve their relationships to 
groups, and that people are related to com- 
munity through the intermediary of group 
participation. 


That last statement may seem to some 
of us to be a truism. Yet, if it is, it is not 
a truism upon which public libraries, as a 
whole, are building their programs. It was 
in recognition of the need to do so that a 
special workshop, coordinated with the 
others, on the library in the community was 
included in the summer curriculum. In- 
terestingly enough, not all the members at-. 
tending it were librarians, but it included 
community leaders in other fields who. hoped 
to be effective in stimulating the creation, 
in their communities, of public libraries 


LONG: ORGANIZATIONS JOIN FORCES 


which would be dynamically activating edu- 


cational factors. At no time was this group: 


isolated from the others and at least once a 
day one session presented as a whole the 
results of all the discussions. 


Findings 


UR FINDINGS were not rare or star- 
(i We very quickly arrived at 
the expression of the general feeling that 
. the library's prime concern is with getting 
information and education to the people 
and that the librarian should use all the 
means available to accomplish this end. 
This naturally implies the obligation, on 
the part of the librarian, to be master of 
every mode of communication, including 
not only print but films, radio, and tele- 
vision—-when it comes. It was simple to 
reach the conclusion that the library should 
. have a vital, recognized place in its com- 
munity, but easy also to realize that in 
many instances this is not attained. We 
recognized the importarice of the librarian 
as the keystone in the arch of that indis- 
pensable bridge which leads from the library 
to the people. Without librarians who have 


a.dynamic conception of their role, who 
have a vision of the potentialities of their 
profession as a force for building a better 
world, the future of libraries in this age of 
transition looks sterile and unimportant. 
With this conception ‘and this vision, the 
public library may become one of the key 
institutions of democracy. We need con- 
stant interpretation of this concept and we 
need action to realize it. 

Those were the conclusions of the li- 
brary study groups, arrived at wholly by 
the method of discussion and made known, 
stage by stage, to the participants in other 
study groups through daily general session. 

Again, it was the fact of constant co- 
ordination, implied in the foregoing sen- 
tences, which was the most valuable asset 


at Camp Macdonald. Undoubtedly this 


trend toward the integration of varied 
groups of workers must be finding expres- 
sion in other projects. The writer was 
deeply and sincerely impressed by the pos- 
sibilities inherent in this Canadian project, 
and she hopes that the trend it represents 
is strong enough to make itself felt through- 
out North America. 


Librarian, Are You a (ritic? : 


ARE-YOU one of the people who always listen to what the critics say about books? ‘The 
Lending Section of the A.L.A. Division of Public Libraries thinks it's about time for 
librarians to tell not only the critic, but the world, what they think about books. ‘Their 
opportunity comes in March when the 4.L.4. Bulletin will publish a list of one hundred 
outstanding books of 1944, selected by the Boo£list's staff and the chairman of the Lending 
Section. Every owner of a Bulletin is urged to tear the list out and mail it in with his 
or her own top choice of twenty-five marked. Returns will be compiled by the Lending 
Section into a list of fifty winners, to be announced in May. 

Don’t let your opinion be among the missing. 
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The Annual Analysis of National Reading Trends 


` Prepared by the Public Relations Office 


— What Americans Were Reading 
in 1944 


HE AVERAGE AMERICAN in 1944 
wanted to read about his own per- 
4 sonal problems first and about the 
war and the state of the world second, ac- 
cording to response to the annual question- 
` naire on reading trends sent by the American 
Library Association to public libraries in a 
cross section of American towns and cities.* 
The general interest in religion and human 
relations which took a sharp swing upward 
at the beginning of the war has not slack- 
ened, although reading about the war and 
war heroes, highest in national interest in 
1943, has dropped slightly in 1944. In 
compiling data from all parts of tlie coun- 
try, the Association notes that the slacken- 
ing of interest in war reading is most 
noticeable on the two coasts, where it was 
most intense in 1943, while many com- 
munities in the Middle West report steady 
and sometimes increasing demand for war 
books. What one librarian in Cincinnati 
termed the "interest in self" is evident in 
the steady popularity of books on hobbies, 
farming, small independent businesses, 
‘handcrafts, and the arts, all of them lone- 
wolf enterprises, 

The most obvious change in reading 
interests during the year was the sudden, 
nationwide drop in technical reading. In 
some cities the slump in demand for tech- 


1A questionnaire was sent to all public libraries in 
cities over one hundred thousand and to a representa- 
tive cross section in smaller communities and in rural 
areas. This survey is based on a return of 71 per cent. 


nical books amounted to as much as 40 per 
cent. Many libraries attributed this con- 
dition to the gradual stabilizing of war 
industry. ‘The hundreds of thousands of 
industrial workers who were fitting them- 
selves for war jobs are now trained, and 
in the meantime industry has developed 
its own training methods. On the other 
hand, technical research in libraries con- 
tinues to be steady and has received great 
impetus from postwar prospects for 


_ expansion. 
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On the whole, more people were reading 
in 1944 than in other war years. For the 
first tjme since the United States began 
to prepare for war, public libraries report 
that the steady drop in the circulation of 
books has been halted. According to the 
general opinion of librarians reporting, the 


bottom of the curve was reached in 1943 and: 


libraries can now expect a period of steadily 
rising demand for home reading. The use 
of libraries for reference and information 
has never dropped and is still increasing. 
Increased reading is due to many factors. 
Population shifts are beginning to settle. 
The layoff in several industries has begun. 
Men and women who devoted time to 
civilian defense and volunteer war work 
are now able to fit these activities into the 
routine of their daily lives without the 
sacrifice of other interests. People who 
were at first too distracted by war to read 
are now finding in war an incentive to read. 
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Mothers with husbands away from home 
are reading to their children because both 
are lonely. Relatives of men in service 
are reading about strange lands where our 
forces are stationed. High school boys 
^have realizéd that education counts in the 
armed services and are reading to prepare 
themselves for rapid promotion. The war 
is responsible for interests in new world 
markets, social services, foreign languages, 
politics, as well as in new ways to fix the 
refrigerator and entertain the baby. 


Reading on Postwar 


IBRARIANS REPORT that while the gen- 
L eral public is only superficially inter- 
ested in postwar planning and forecasts, 
there is a considerable demand in some areas 
from businessmen, club members, community 
planners, and students. There is a great 
deal of interest in postwar building of all 
kinds—homes, schools, public buildings. 
Research workers are investigating new 
chemicals, new technical fields, and new 
areas for small business. The Enoch Pratt 
Free Library, Baltimore, sums up the wide- 
spread impression that “international plan- 
ning is of first interest to general readers, 
but the domestic aspects of planning are 
the concern of most research workers and 
businessmen.” Over and over again li- 
brarians emphasize the demand for infor- 
mation on prospects for small, independent 
businesses. 

Publishers have done a good job of meet- 
ing public demand for books on the postwar 
period, librarians feel. Asked for the title 
of one outstanding book of general interest, 


they voted three to one for Sumner Welles’s ` 


Time for Decision. Runners-up were 
When Johnny Comes Marching Home by 
Dixon Wecter and The Veteran Comes 
Back by W. W. Waller. 

The veterans themselves are already 
showing some concern for their future. 
In Newark the library receives almost daily 


t 


requests from servicemen and veterans for 
information on the G.I. Bill of Rights. 
Smaller cities and towns report that in- 
quiries are only just beginning but that the 
present number of interested parents and 
wives indicates that very many demobilized 
servicemen .will want to take advantage of 
government educational opportunities. One 
librarian comments that "Young people 
seem to be considering the future with 
unusual forethought." A high school stu- 
dent in Wisconsin inquired at the local 
library to discover whether it was to his 
advantage to enlist upon graduation or wait 
until he was drafted. Many men overseas 
are writing back to their public libraries for 
information about jobs. One soldier in 
Alaska is studying for his law degree. An- 
other in New Guinea is preparing for a job 
as a railway station agent. ‘They write 
from all theatres of war; they visit li- 
braries in person and send their relatives; 
and while many are interested in working 
toward, a college degree, most of them 
want to train for vocations, such as bank- 
ing, blueprinting, frog raising, comraercial 
fishing, surgery, and television. 


Demobilization and Rehabilitation 


‘IBRARIES report , intensive planning for 
demobilization and rehabilitation. Li- 
brary directors pointed out that counseling 
on jobs and personal problems will not be 
handled by libraries but that related read- 
ing, which has already begun, will be en- 
couraged by agencies responsible for 
counseling. 

Many librarians are concerned about the ' 
lack of general awareness of the readjust- 
ment problems which veterans and their 
families must face. Club study groups, 
teachers, and clergymen are reading about 
the probable difficulties ahead, but, on the 
whole, families and individuals are not scek- 
ing help from books. Librarians believe | 
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this is partly due to the fact that books 
which have been published are heavy going 
for the average reader. They urge the 
publication of easily readable pamphlets 


Li 


and novels which deal realistically with the 
psychological problems of veterans. 
Orca M. Peterson, Chief 
Public Relations Office 


State Representatives Endorse 
Campaign 


HIRTY -FOUR LIBRARIANS from 

| thirty-two states and the District 

of Columbia met at the Drake Hotel 

in Chicago on Jan. x9-20, 1945, in response 

to an invitation from President Carl Vitz 

to review the plans for a national campaign 

to raise.funds with which to finance repre- 
sentation of libraries in Washington. 

Julia Wright Merrill, of A.L.A. Head- 
quarters, a veteran of many conference halls, 
commented that this meeting was the most 
amazing in her experience, for enthusiastic 
response, for spirited discussion, and for 
unanimity of purpose. 

Background for the meeting was provided 
by late news direct from Washington on 
surplus properties and federal aid for 
libraries, schools, and colleges, presented by 
Ralph M. Dunbar and Paul Howard. (See 
article by Mr. Howard in this issue.) 

The origin of the campaign and its ob- 
jectives were presented by Mr. Vitz; the 
financial basis by Charles H. Compton. Cam- 
paign plans and organization were outlined 
by Robert D. Franklin, executive assistant to 

Nors: His draft board having recalled Robert D. 
Franklin to Memphis, Ruth W. Gregory, Public Library, 


Waukegan, Ill, is taking his place as executive assistant 
to the Campaign Committee, on a half-time basis. 


the Campaign Committee. 

'The campaign was renamed on recom- 
mendation of state leaders and will be known 
as the Library Development Fund. ‘The 
intensive campaign month is to be April when 
librarians, trustees, and friends of libraries 
will join to raise funds for the campaign 
objectives. 

Librarians from public, school, and col- 
lege libraries, representatives of state associa- 
tions and library agencies all expressed the 
feeling that the suggested state goals would 
be reached. A high point in the meeting came 
with a motion made by Andrew B. Lemke, 
chairman of the Trustees Division, that the 
assembled representatives adopt and support 
the campaign objectives and program. "This 
sentiment was repeated by a resolution made 
on behalf of the group by Harold L. Hamill, 
of the Kansas City, Mo., Public Library. 

Advance subscriptions at the time of the 
conference had reached $7000 from approxi- 
mately seventy contributors. 

The - pleasantest hour in the heavily 
scheduled conference period was the picnic 
supper at A.L.A. Headquarters at which 
staff members and conferees got acquainted. 


Questions and Answers on the 
Library Development Fund 


Is Your Question Here? 


1. Whats the campaign for? 
funds to maintain a representative of libraries 
in Washington, and to carry on a national 
public relations program in support of the 
idea of making good library service available 
2d all citizens. 

. What would such a Washington repre- 
pens do? He would do much the same 
thing that a representative of a state library 
association does during a session of a state leg- 
islature. He would supply information to 
Congressmen and administrative officials and 
be on the spot when matters of vital importance 
to libraries or librarians come up. 

He would correspond with state library 
leaders and keep them informed about pending 
legislation and regulations. He would call 
on various officials whose regulations affect 
libraries on such matters as priorities, surplus 
property, postal rates, document distribution, 
etc. 

All under the supervision of the A.L.A. Fed- 
eral Relations Committee and Executive Board 
and in close cooperation with the Office of Edu- 
cation, the Library of Congress, and other 
agencies in Washington. 

3. Who will be the representative? Nomi- 
‘nations have not yet been made. The A.L.A. 
Federal Relations Committee will prepare a 
list of available persons, possibly including 
nonlibrarians. 'The Executive Board will ex- 
amine this list and engage the-man or woman 
believed best qualified by experience and 
ability to represent librarians and trustees. 

4. Is there anything of vital importance 
to library interests now pending in W ashing- 
ton? Yes—most decidedly so. The Army 
officials tell us that hundreds of thousands of 
good books now in Army libraries and the 
equipment that goes with them will be dis- 
posed of when demobilization gets under 
way. (And under the control of the Surplus 
Property Administration will be other equip- 
ment which libraries need—typewriters and 


To raise, 


trucks, for example.) The Army seems 
agreeable to putting these books to public use. 
If we are on hand at the proper hour and 
have taken the preliminary steps, the Surplus 
Property Administration, or Congress, may 
transfer these books to the states. It is an op- 
portunity that we must bé ready for. 

Also possibly in the offing: federal aid to 
libraries, schools, and colleges; social security 
expansion; some program for bettering the 
economic condition of professional and white- 
-collar workers; document distribution; public 
works, etc. 

A representative at Washington is needed 
now and will be needed in the postwar years 
to make available to administrative officials 
and Congressmen information on library serv- - 
ice and needs, 

5. Has the A. LA. ever demonstrated that 
a representative at Washington is effective? 
Yes. In 1936 our representative spent several 
months in Washington, and the Library Serv- 
ice Division of the Office of Education, was 
secured largely through his efforts. 'That was 
when one Congressman said to him: "In my 
many years in Congress, this is the first time 
that a librarian has ever asked for anything." 

6. Can't the U. 8. Office of Education do 
this job? There are some jobs which can be 
done only by nongovernmental agencies. 

7. Why doesn’t A.L.A. move its Head- 
quarters to Washington? Obviously, now is 
not the time to move.a large staff to crowded 
Washington. Action on so debatable a ques- 
tion would have to follow full .consideration 
by A.L.A. members. 

8. What kind of public relations program is 
planned? Public relations activities are an 
essential part of the library development pro- 
gram. The plan is (a) to keep library per- 
sonnel and trustees informed of developments 
in federal activities affecting libraries; (b) to 
present library services and needs more con- 
vincingly to the general public; (c) to empha- 
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size graphically the present inadequacies of 
library service; (d) to coordinate the existing 
channels of library public relations, such as 
state library agencies, associations, and individ- 
ual libraries. 

9. How much will it cost? Probably be- 
tween $20,000 and $30,000 a year. Present 
tentative estimate: $26,250. Mostly for sal- 
aries of representative, public relations assis- 
tant, and stenographers. Also for rent, travel, 
postage, telegraph, and supplies. The A.L.A. 
Executive Board will prepare working budgets 
and supervise expenditures. All accounts will 
be audited. Efforts will be made to avoid both 
niggardliness and extravagance, to strike a 
happy medium. 

. IO. What is the, goal? $105,000, for four 
years of activity. 

II. Suppose the total for a four-year pro- 
gram is not raised, then what? If librarians 
and trustees follow the inspiring example of 
the initial donors, there need be no fear of 
failure to reach the goal set. Whatever the 
amount raised, it will always be up to the 
Executive Board of A.L.A. to decide how to 
handle and budget the funds. 

12. Will there be yearly campaigns for 
funds for this purpose? No. Enough is 
sought now to finance the program for four 
years, ` 

13. Why isn’t the money appropriated from 
regular A.L.A. funds? Present income will 
not permit it without scrapping other activities 
which the Executive Board believes the mem- 
bers are unwilling to have scrapped. (Much 
of the A.L.A. income and all of its grants are 
for special purposes and may not be used for 
anything else.) 

14. Can’t we get foundation help? Founda- 
tions consistently do not make grants for such 
purposes. 

15. Where’s the money coming from? From 
those who best understand the necessity of 
extending library services to all the people, 
namely, from librarians, library trustees, and 
from publishers, booksellers, bookbinders, and 
library supply houses. No general appeal to 
the public is planned, but the committee ex- 
pects that friends of libraries, informally 
approached by local campaign workers, will 
contribute a substantial total to the fund. 

16. What should my contribution be? Since 
all contributions to this fund are on a purely 
voluntary basis, there is no fixed scale. Con- 
tributions naturally will vary depending on 


income. If all members contribute an aver- 
age of 4 per cent of one month’s salary, we 
are reasonably certain of attaining their share 
of the campaign goal. Translated into terms 
of time worked, this would mean the con- 
tribution of roughly one day's work over the 
entire four-year period. 

It is hoped that librarians in the higher 
salary brackets will wish to contribute sub- 
stantially more than the 4 per cent average. 
Approximately seventy individuals had made 
advance subscriptions by January 22 of over 
$7000, nearly all of them $100 each, which is 
probably 10 to 33 per cent of one. month's 
salary. 

17. If I am a library trustee? Any gift. 
will be appreciated. It is hoped that 30,000 
trustees will wish to participate with small or 
large contributions. Trustees have as great a 
stake as librarians in the objectives of the 
campaign. 

18. Will libraries contribute as institu- 
tions? 'Ywo already have done so. It is ex- 
pected that many libraries may not be free to 
contribute for this purposé, because of legal 
restrictions or board policies. A library's con- 
tribution should not take the place of individ- 
ual donations from staff or trustees. 

I9. How are contributions and pledges 
made? Gifts of $10 or more may be pledged 
and paid in four or fewer annual instalments. 
Cards for such pledges should be sent to A.L.A. 
Headquarters by the state director for collec- 
tion. Gifts of Jess than $10. Cards should 
be turned in immediately, and payment made 
to solicitor before June 1, 1945. This rule is 
to avoid large accounting expense for handling 
collections. Use the same card for all con- 
tributions and pledges. 

20. Aré donations deductible for income tax? 
Contributions to A.L.A. always have been de- 
ductible for federal income tax purposes. 

21. Who is backing this campaign? 
below: 


See 
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Campaign Committee 


Carl Vitz, A.L.A. President, chairman 

Charles H. Compton, St. Louis Public Li- 
brary 

Essae M. Culver, Louisiana Library Com- 
mission 

Mrs. Loleta Dawson Fyan, Michigan State. 
Library 

Andrew B. Lemke, chairman, Trustees -Di- 
vision 
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Helene H. Rogers, Illinois State Library 

Ralph A. Ulveling, Detroit Public Library 

Althea H. Warren, Los Angeles Public Li- 
brary 

Amy Winslow, Cuyahoga County Library 

Robert D. Franklin, executive assistant 


The proposal for a campaign has been ap- 
- proved by the Board of Directors of the 
Library Extension Division and of the Trus- 
tees Division and by the Federal Relations 
Committee. 


Library Extension Division Board 
of Directors 
Debora R. Abramson, Louisiana Library 
Commission 
Ethel I. Berry, Hennepin County Library 
Dorothy Randolph, Vermont Free Public Li- 
brary Commission 
Blanche A. Smith, Iowa State Traveling 
Library 
Helen E. Wagstaff, University of Kansas 
Library Extension Service 
Mrs. Loleta Dawson Fyan, president 


Federal Relations Committee 

Paul Howard, Gary Public Library, chairman 

Charles H. Compton, St. Louis Public Li- 
brary 

Essae M. Culver, Louisiana Library Com- 
mission 

Mrs. Lucile Keck, Joint Reference Library, 
Chicago 


Marguerite Kirk, Newark Board of Edu- 


cation 
Raymond C. Lindquist, New Jersey Public 
Library Commission 


John Russell Mason, George Washington 
University Library 

Joseph C. Shipman, Enoch Pratt Free Library 

Althea H. Warren, Los Angeles Public Li- 
brary 

Beverly Wheatcroft, Georgia Department of 
Education 


The A.L.A. Council and Executive Board 
officially authorized the campaign. 


A.L.. Executive Board 


Lucy E. Fay, Temple University Library 

Thomas P. Fleming, Columbia University Li- 
- brary 

Margaret R. Greer, Minneapolis Board of 
Education Library 

Rudolph H. Gjelsness, University of Michi- 
gan Library 

Clara Wells Herbert, Public Library of the 
District of Columbia 

John R. Russell University 'of Rochester 
a 

Charles R 
brary 

Elizabeth Scripture, Denver Public Schools 
Libraries 

Ralph A. Ulveling, Detroit Public Library 

Althea H. Warren, Los Angeles Public Li- 
brary 

Carl M. White, Columbia University Library 

Amy Winslow, Cuyahoga County Library 

Carl Vitz, Minneapolis Public Library, 
A.L.A. President 


. Sanderson, Toronto Public Li- 


Nore: These “Questions and Answers" will be dis- 
tributed by A.L.A. to state campaign directors in reprint 
leaflet form for their use in explaining the Library De- 
velopment Fund to prospective contributors. 


wW Ay Do'Libraries Need Representation? 


Because every library and librarian is affected by federal laws and regulations of increasing 


number and importance. 


Because many of the thirty-five million Americans without public 


library service will continue without it for a long time unless there is federal aid. Because we 
want our millions of ex-service men and women—who have had excellent library service in the 


Army and Navy—to return to their homes with a better chance for good library service. 


Be- 


cause good libraries for all citizens are a basic necessity in a thriving democracy. 


News from the Executive Secretary 


Librarian of Congress. Many names 
mentioned in the gossip columns. No facts 
available. President Vitz sent a message 
to the President, December 20. See page 
62. i 

Miss Manley visited Headquarters for 
several days in December. See January 
Bulletin and pages 43-45 of this issue. A 
special staff committee, which has been con- 
sidering what we at Headquarters can do 
now to increase membership participation, 
conferred with her and has prepared several 
recommendations, 

Enemy Publications. A special joint 
committee “(Paul North Rice, Robert B. 
Downs, Thomas P. Fleming, Keyes D. 
Metcalf, Waldo Leland, Warner G. Rice) 
has been set up to consider proposals for 
republication of enemy publications, es- 
pecially in the humanities and social 
sciences. l 

School and Children’s Library Specialist. 
We are very happy to know that Elizabeth 
D. Briggs, of Cleveland, will substitute for 
Miss Batchelder next summer while the 
latter is on leave at the University of Chi- 
cago; and we are grateful to Miss Briggs 
and Mr. Metcalf, Cleveland librarian. Miss 
Briggs at that time will be president of the 
Division of Libraries for Children and 
Young People. 


Hospital Libraries Division. The Coun- 


cil passed the first vote of approval on the 
establishment of a Hospital Libraries Divi- 
sion at its meeting Oct. 13-14, 1944. The 
second vote was by mail and was completed 
Dec. 7, 1944, approving the establishment 
of this division, the officia] name to be de- 
termined later by the division. 


Survey of Book Publishing. I have 
accepted a place on the committee which 
represents primarily book manufacturers 
and publishers. Mr. Fontaine substituted 
for me at a meeting in New York on De- 
cember 18. The purpose is to forecast 
trends as to whether the public will demand 
more books in the future or turn to other 
media of education and entertainment; 
whether trend will be for better books 
(from standpoint of format) or for smaller, 
lighter, cheaper ones; whether the demand 
will be for fiction, technical, reference, self- 
help texts, etc. The future of juveniles, 
religious .books, book clubs, book exports 
will be explored. The study will be~made 
by interviewing consumers, including li- 
braries. 

Division of Public Libraries. The com- 
mittee on organization of the new division 
met at A.L.A. Headquarters December 16 
and completed a report to the board of 
directors on organization of sections by size 
and type of library, function, and special 
subject work. Participating were Amy 
Winslow, president and member of the 
committee, Richard B. Sealock, Harold F. 
Brigham, Julia Wright Merrill, executive 
secretary of the division, and the Executive 
Secretary of the A.L.A. 

Army Libraries. Y would not wish to 
reveal any military secrets even if I knew 
some, but I think it is all right to say: 
that Lt. Col. Trautman has been on a 
field trip; that an experienced librarian is 
in charge of library service (in France?) 
with headquarters in Paris; that a ten-hour 
library course for soldier librarians is being 
planned now in France by another experi- 
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NEWS FROM THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 


enced librarian; that educational opportuni- 
ties for soldiers overseas after V-E Day will 
be numerous and varied; that the educa- 
tional and library officers appear to be 
working out their plans cooperatively; that 
a good many librarians may be needed, 
from the armed forces or from civil life. 
Armed Forces. A news letter and a 
Christmas card from officers have been sent 
to all members in the armed forces. 
Hewins Award Committee. Jennie D. 
.Lindquist, consultant in work with chil, 
dren and young people, University of New 
Hampshire Library, and a member of the 
American Association of School Librarians 
of A.L.A., has' beeri appointed by Mr. Vitz 
to serve for three years on the committee 
which makes the appointment of the bene- 
ficiary of the Caroline M. Hewins Scholar- 
ship for Children’s Librarians. 
Demobilization, “The Veteran and 
Education for Civilian Life” was the topic 
for discussion at the New York Times Hall 
on November 17. Mrs. Mildred Mathews, 
librarian of the Yorkville Branch, New 
York Public Library, represented the 
A.L.A. Major General F. H. Osborn was 


one of the speakers. < 


Army Medical Library Classification 
System. An additional grant of $2600 
for the preparation of a classification system 
for the Army Medical Library which is 
to be combined with the classification sys- 
tem of the Library of Congress has come 
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from the Rockefeller Foundation. The 
original grant to the A.L.A. for this pur- ` 
pose was $4000. The remainder of this 
amount and the additional grant are to be 
expended in 1945 under the Seien 
of Keyes D. Metcalf. 

Standards and Planning for Public Li 
braries. ‘This leaflet met so warm a recep- 
tion that the edition of five tliousand is 
all but exhausted and a second printing is 
under way. Quantity orders from fifteen 
state library agencies and individual libraries 
varied from fifty to five hundred. Our 
Public Library Office also gave it free dis- 
tribution. 

Mr. Dooley Reports. The following 
comparative table shows receipts for the 
principal income items for September, Oc- 
tober, November, and December last year 
and this year. 'The periods are not quite 
comparable because figures this year are 
only through December 20. Booklist ad- 
vertising is high and income from review 
books low. ‘The other items are not un- 
usual, and no prediction about each item 
can be made this early in the year. 

Staff turnover continues fairly high. 
Fourteen persons have left the staff since 
September 1, two professional and twelve 
clerical. Accounting and financial report- 
ing has been slowed down by the loss of one 
of our senior accountants who handled the 
ledgers, budget book, and expenditure dis- 
tribution. 





1043 

Booklist—advertising _ . $ 1,365 
—review books 1,165 
~—subscriptions 12,238 
Dues—regular 4,187 
—special 537 
Sale of publications 35,875 


Carnegie Corporation 


Endowment income 13,510 


Per cent Per cent 
of total of budget 
for year . 1044 for year 
30 $ 2,758 |^ 6 
34 230 6 
42 10,000 34 
6 3,680 6 
7 898 II 
32 30,318 35 
19 15,223 22 
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International Relations 


Book Campaign for Devastated Libraries. 
Bernhard Knollenberg will be acting chair- 
man of the joint committee in Mr. Lord's 
absence in Europe. 

China. Carl White's trip has been de- 
layed, for "military reasons" we think. 

Rockefeller Foundation. Two grants 
have been voted: (1) $70,000 for subscrip- 
tions to 1945 periodicals for libraries in 
war areas; (2) $72,500 for maintenance 
of the International Relations Office in 
Washington for three years from Jan. 1, 
1945. A letter from Dr. Stevens informs 
us that our request for an extension of 
time on the grant in aid of $2000 to de- 
velop materials for exchange between 
American and Chinese libraries has been 
authorized. The grant was to expire on Dec. 
31, 1944, but has been extended one year. 


State Department. Contracts are being 
signed for (1) Books for Latin America, 
$50,000, (2) American libraries in Latin 
America, $100,000, both for the calendar 
year 1945, (3) Books for China, $50,000. 

National Research Council. Messrs. 
Lydenberg, Luther Evans, and I repre- 
sented libraries at a meeting on December 
13 called to consider international inter- 
change of scientific publications. 

Conference with British Colleagues. | In- 
vitations have come from the Library Asso- 
ciation and from the Association of Special 
Libraries and Information Bureaux in 
Great Britain to send a librarian to London 
to discuss book campaigns,' rehabilitation 
of libraries, and related matters. 


Cari H. MILAM 


Executive Secretary 


Library Development Fund Objectives 


THIS IS A CAMPAIGN to raise funds with which 
I. To maintain a representative of libraries in Washington under the direction of 


the A.L.A.: 


(a) To help secure Army camp library books and equipment primarily for rural library 
service, when this property is no longer needed by the Army 

(b) To help make other federally owned surplus property, adag books, available 
to college and university libraries, school libraries, public libraries, state library extension 
agencies, and other publicly supported or tax-exempt libraries 

(c) To provide federal agencies with information concerning the nation’s needs for 


` 


improved and extended library service 


(d) To- help interpret to federal officials the needs and functions of libraries of all 


kinds. 


s 


` 2. To enable the American Library Association to carry on a national public relations 
program directly and indirectly in support of these and related objectives. 


Success in the abové efforts will carry forward a long-time objective of the American 
Library Association to increase the educational facilities of the country through the exten- 


sion and improvement of library service. 
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Oberly Memorial Fund 

'THE TENTH AWARD of the Oberly 
Memorial Fund will be made in the spring 
of 1945 to the compiler submitting the best 
bibliography in the field of agriculture or 
the related sciences. 
every two years, amounts to approximately 
one hundred dollars and is administered by 
the American Library Association. 

Four typewritten or printed copies of 
` each bibliography, as well as a letter stat- 
ing that the entry is being submitted in com- 
petition for the Oberly Memorial Award, 
1944-45, should be sent to W. P. Kellam, 
librarian, West Virginia University Li- 
brary, Morgantown, before Mar. 1, 1945. 


Recruiting Librarians 

among Veterans 

A STATEMENT based on the A.L.A.'s re- 
port on Post-War Library Personnel has 
been drafted by Lowell Martin, of the 
University of Chicago Graduate Library 
School, and submitted for use in the Infor- 
mational Bulletin. . This mimeographed bi- 
monthly circular is prepared for the use of 
counselors at Army separation centers. It is 
hoped that this information about librarian- 
ship may be instrumental in bringing some 
_ veterans into the library profession. 


Help Wanted 


WHAT MAGAZINES should be listed in 
the next edition of Periodicals for Small 
and Medium-Sized Libraries to bé pub- 
lished by the A.L.A.? Every librarian is 
invited to help -answer this question by 
communicating with Elizabeth R. Topping, 
Ventura County Free Library, Ventura, 
Calif. Miss Topping heads a subcommittee 


The prize, awarded | 


.Scheduled for February. 
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of the A.L.A. Editorial Committee. “The 
other members are located in British Co- 
lumbia, Tennessee, Michigan, and New 
York. 'The Division of Libraries for Chil- 
dren and Young People has also been in- 
vited to participate in the preparation of 
the new list. 

Names of the less obvious magazines 
which should be considered by Miss Top- 
ping’s committee should be sent to her. 


Carman’s Poems O.P. 


IT HAS BEEN recommended that the 
Dodd, Mead edition- of Bliss Carman’s 
Collected Poems, temporarily out of print, 
be brought back into print. In order to 
make this more certain it is desirable to 
tell the publishers how many libraries 
would buy the book. Will readers of this 
notice who are interested in securing a 
copy communicate with me at once? 

LAWRENCE Hrvr, Chairman 
Out-of-Print Books Committee 
Princeton, University Library 


A.L.A. Publications 

Activity Book 42 by Lucile Fargo is 
It complements 
her Activity Book for School Libraries 
(1938) and is made up entirely of addi- 
tional suggestions. The second book places 
more emphasis on the secondary school; It 
will be priced at about $2.50. 

An addition to the series Experimenting 
Together is also scheduled for February— 
The Librarian and the Teacher of Home 
Economics by Margaret Pritchard and 
Frances Henne. It describes cooperation 
and projects in the home economics field 
at the University of Chicago High School. 
The pamphlet is priced at 75¢. ` 

\ 
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THE POST 


Communications to or 


from A.L.A. Members 


" 





_ Re: Librarian of Congress 
TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES: 
Now that the position again has become 


vacant, the choice of a Librarian of Congress - 


is of immediate concern. 

The Library of Congress as our govern- 
mental and national library is a leader in the 
promotion of knowledge, the diffusion of 
learning, and the development of library serv- 
ice. In addition, every American librarian 
knows that it is one of the great libraries of 
the world and has a direct relation to every 
library and librariad in the country because 
of its many and varied services to them. 
"Therefore the American Library Association, 
the professional organization of librarians, is 
vitally concerned that the pre-eminence of the 
Library of Congress continue and increase. 

The position of Librarian of Congress re- 
quires a top-flight administrator, a statesman- 
like leader in the world of knowledge, and 
an expert in bringing together the materials 
of scholarship and organizing them for use— 
in short, a distinguished librarian. May I, as 
President of the American Library Associa- 
tion, respectfully say that there are such men 
in the ranks of our librarians today. 

It will be a privilege and honor to bring 
their names to your attention, and I hope 
that you will give our Association an oppor- 


tunity to do so. 
CARL Vrrz, 4.L.A. President 


Should Libraries Take Sides? | 


TO THE EDITOR: 

There is nothing healthier tham honest 
difference of opinion, and I venture to dis- 
agree with Mr. Ulveling's recommendation 
that libraries "must forsake our time-honored 
neutrality on every subject, and take a posi- 
tive position on those issues that threaten our 
society. Even the most objective organiza- 
tion can scarcely be criticized for promoting 
justice." 
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The very word “issues” shows that there is 
more than one side, and who are we to deter- 
mine what is "justice"? After the last war, 
there was the same urge for libraries to take 
the "right side," and they were asked to 
boost all sorts of movements, many of them 
good. There are innumerable organizations 
for propagandizing, but few, except libraries, 
that are trusted as absolutely fair and im- 
partial. Such a reputation is precious, and 
I hope our libraries will cherish it. 

Hituer C. WELLMAN, Librarian 
City Library Association 
Springfield, Mass. 


About Spot Announcements 
TO THE PUBLIC RELATIONS CHIEF: 


I have been trying to get an opportunity 
to tell you about the radio spot announce- 
ments. The radio station has fifteen minutes 
of news of all kinds, given by a young woman 
who wants to emphasize the social angle but 
is eager to have news from institutions also. 
'This news comes on at the same time every 
morning, is chatty and friendly, and is prob- 
ably listened to by a good many people who 
are at home at that time. I have listened 
as often as possible and have heard her giving 
the library announcements. I am delighted at 
the thought of getting library publicity so 
frequently and easily, and I want to say that 
we can use as many of the announcements as 
you can send us. This will be a nice way in 
which we can mention certain individual books 
that we think readers will like to know we 
have, make all sorts of announcements about 
the library and its work, invite new borrowers 
to join, ask for magazines for the men in 
service, and other bits of news that will occur 
to us as time goes on. 

I hope the series will be continued, and I 
shall be glad to have all that you send out. 

SALOME ERIN ANTHONY, Librarian 
Public Library, 


Santa Fe, N.M. 
y 
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Notices by A.L.A. personal or institutional members will be inserted for a charge of fifty cents 
a line; minimum, one dollar and a half. Deadline: tenth of month preceding publication. 





‘Positions 


Wanted, Libr. or/and teach. pos. in New 
York City or close surround. desired. Male. 
Ph.D. (mod. lang.), B.S. Columb. Univ., Libr. 
Service, 2 years libr. exp. one year bibliogr. 
‘work (scient. periodic., geol.) A 33824 


Wanted. Headship of teachers’ or liberal 
arts college library, medium-sized public library, 
or reference, cataloging, or order department 
headship’ in large university library; by ex- 
perienced librarian and teacher, A.M. (Chi- 


experience (administration, reference, catalog- 
ing, acquisition, teaching, and planning new 
building) in liberal arts and teachers’ colleges. 
Minimum salary, $2700. Prefer New England, 
Northwest, or northern Middle West. A rr ` 


Wanted. Young people's librarian wanted by 
Osterhout Free Library, Wilkes-Barre, Pa. Col- 
lege and. library school essential; background 
of children's work desirable. Salary, $1800 to 
$1980 plus contribution to A.L.A. retirement. 


cago); B.S. in L.S. (Illinois). Seven years’ 


Proposed Amendments to 
A.L.A. By-Laws 


T THE MEETING of the Council on October 13, E. W. McDiarmid, chairman of the 
Committee on Constitution and By-Laws, presented to the Council four proposed 
amendments to the By-Laws. The Council in turn recommended to the Associa- 

tion the adoption of the amendments. The amendments are listed on the ballot sheet below. 
All members are urged to vote on the proposed amendments. 

In the four paragraphs prepared below, text set in italics is new; the material set in brackets 
is material which is to be deleted. 


è 


Please vote “yes” or “no” in the blocks below, sign, tear off, and return to the Executive Secretary by 
far, I, 1945. 


Article I. Membership. Sec. x (e). Honorary members—persons nominated by the Executive ` 
Board, [recommended by the Council, and elected for life by two-thirds vote of the members 
present and voting at any annual conference of the Association], azd elected for life by the 
Council. : Yes O No J 


Article IJ. Meetings. Sec. 5. Votes by Mail. Votes by mail, both of the Association and 
of Council may be authorized by the Executive Board between meetings. Such mail votes shall 
be conducted under the same requirements as votes at meetings, except that for votes by Council 50 
per cent of the voting membership shall constitute a quorum and a three-fourths majority of those 


voting shall be required to carry. Yes [] No O 


Article IV. Representation in Council. Sec. 1 (a). Each state, provincial, or regional chapter, 
and each division shall elect one Councilor for its first 50 A.L.A. members or less and one ad- 
ditional Councilor for each 250 A.L.A. members in excess of 5o. Chapter representation shall 
be through. state or provincial chapter unless the.state or provincial associations in a certain 
region elect to take representation through a regional chapter and so notify the secretary of 
the Council. Councilors representing divisions shall be elected by mail vote. Yes O No O 


Article VI. Divisions. Sec. 1 (b). By petition of not fewer than 300 members of the Associa- 
tion interested in the same general field of activity, any other group may organize as a division, 
upon recommendation of the Committee on Divisional Relations, the Executive Board, and upon 
vote of f:e Council [at two successive meetings]. Under exceptional circumstances the Council 
may admit to divisional status, groups having fewer than 300 members. Yes [] No O 


e Signature 


What Do You Think about Placement Service? 


THE PERSONNEL OrFicr at A.L.A. Headquarters is eager to receive the opinions of 
the A.L.A. membership on several questions of policy affecting the placement service. 
Up to the present the Personnel Office has followed the objective of the Association, to 
help “libraries utilize all resources, including materials, personnel, and management in 
a vigorous role of service,” and in doing so to render the best service to the library 
profession. It has not confined its service to A.L.A. members, either libraries or librarians. 
The question whether placement service to libraries and librarians should be restricted 
to A.L.A. institutional and individual members is a moot one when all other advisory 
services of the Association are given to libraries and librarians without question as to 
A.L.A. membership. 

The opinions of the junior members, administrators, and department and division 
heads are especially requested by the Personnel Office staff. 


Please fill out, tear off, and return this blank to the Executive Secretary. 


LL 


1. Should the placement service be continued as one of the functions of the A.L.A.? ..... MEME EN 

E i / 
2. If you as an individual wished to change positions, would you be willing to have A.L.A. suggest 
candidates only to those libraries which are institutional members of the A.L.A.? .......0.seee eure 


3. If you as an émployer wished candidates for positions, would you want the suggestions to be 
selected from (a) only librarians who are currently registered for placement, (b) only A.L.A. 
members, (c) all librarians regardless of their membership in the A.L.A. or registration for place- 
, ment? (Obviously the selection of a, b, or c affects the type and number of individual records kept 
and the size of the Personnel Office staff.) ........esseeseeeeeeeeeee ee hh 
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This is the twelfth quarterly listing of A.L.A. members in the armed forces 
_and represents information as of January 27, 1945. 
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Building the Peace 


ArcHiBaLp MacLeisy 


HERE ARE certain problems requiring consideration in this democracy 

which can best be considered in, and with the aid of, libraries. The 

Dumbarton Oaks proposals for a general security organization are of 
this character. Books and magazine articles and newspaper columns and radio 
broadcasts can all play an essential and valuable part. But, in the last analysis, 
a citizen who wishes to make up his mind upon all the manifold aspects of the 
problem of the peace will wish to go to the one institution which will bring all 
these materials, and many more, together for his study, He will wish, more- 
over, to study these materials in a place where he can consult the older records 
to which they relate and in the light of which they must be read. Only a good 
library—such libraries as we have in an astonishing number of American towns 
and cities—can do all this, 


Moreover, a good library—an American library—is something more than a 
collection of material of this kind backed by reference works and volumes of 
history. A good American library is books and magazines and documents. 
served by men and women trained not only in the finding of material but in 
its selection for a given use. The man or woman who, with a limited period 
of time to work in, feels the urgent necessity of coming to conclusions with the 
greatest problem of our time, can do no better than to ask the aid of the 
librarians. 


Librarians, for that reason, can give no greater service to their fellow-citizens 
and to their country than to prepare themselves to know and understand and 
make effectively available the materials which bear upon their country's effort 
to establish a just and lasting peace. 
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Why Trustees and Other Citizens 


Should Support the Library Development Fund 


© Service for the Other Two- Thirds 


ANDREW B. LEMKE 


EOPLE: LIVING in a city near a good 
pss are apt to feel that library 
service in our country has reached the 
fulness and ripeness of maturity. It isn't 
generally known by them that one third of 
the American people have no library service 
at all and that approximately another third 
have the most inadequate kind of service. 
The American ideal is that all people 
are created free and equal and that we are 
evolving a government that is “of the peo- 
ple, by the people, and for the people” and 
one that “shall not perish from the earth.” 
All Americans, regardless of where they 
live, from the city dweller to the lone 
farmer living on a native hillside, should 
have the equal right of library service. 
Our librarians have been working on 
this problem for years. Painstakingly and 
with the utmost thoroughness they have 
drawn up plans that are practical and emi- 
nently workable. Moreover they have justi- 
fied their plans with experimental demon- 





@Mrx. Lemke received a B.A. degree from Bethany 
College, attended the graduate schools of the Chicago 
Theological Seminary and the University of Chicago, 
and studied law and banking. After being employed by 
a trust company in Buffalo for five years, he was 
ordained a Congregational minister in 1927. For the 
past seven years he has been ‘pastor of the Hampshire 
Colony Congregational Church of Princeton, Ill. He 
is a trustee of the Matson Public Library in Princeton, 
chairman of the Planning Board of the Illinois Library 
Association, and chairman of the A.L.A. Trustees Di- 
vision. 
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strations which prove that library service 
can be made available to every American. 

Let the people speak, and these plans will 
become a living reality. The equal right of 
library service to all regardless of where 
they live can be realized any time the people 
are determined to have it. 

But how will the people speak? They 
need an organization which will make their 
needs articulate. The various state and 
national groups organized for library serv- 
ice have accepted the leadership of the 
American Library Association, which pro- 
poses to raise a minimum fund of $105,000 
for the purpose of financing a Washington 
representative of libraries and of creating 
a public relations program which will keep 
every Congressman and citizen informed of 
the need for extended library service. 

The time is ripe for library development. 
In my own, community of Princeton, Ill., 
the Rotarians and the members of the Lions 
Club voted unanimously as individuals in 
favor of extending library service to all the 
people, especially rural people, by means of 
mobile library units. And our local Farm 
Bureau voted unanimously that as an or- 
ganization it favors such service. 

'The American Library Association points 
the way. I believé that we trustees—there 
are-about thirty-five thousand: of us. scat- 
tered throughout the land—should hold up 
the hands of our librarians with our money 
and influence in this campaign for funds. 


School Libraries and the Library 
Development Fund 


C. IRENE HAYNER 


ANY SCHOOL LIBRARIANS have 

M questions about the Library De- 

velopment Fund and plans for an 

A.L.A. representative in Washington which 

parallel the questions asked by librarians in 
other fields. 

First: How will a Washington repre- 
sentative help to extend and improve li- 
brary service? More specifically, how will 
he help to make library services for children 
and youth adequate in all areas. 

Second: How will a Washington repre- 
sentative aid in the extension and improve- 
ment of school libraries? 

The first question is answered in part in 
the Library Development Fund "Questions 
and Answers," February 4.L.4. Bulletin, 
p. 55-57. Procurement of surplus Army 
library books for rural library service after 
the war will result in increased book re- 
sources for boys and girls from the seventli 








€Mrss Harner is the librarian of the University High 
School at the University of Michigan. She received 
her B.A. degree from Cornell, M.A. in education from 
Michigan, and her library degree from New York 
State Library School. After four years of teaching 
experience in New York and New Jersey high schools, 
Miss Hayner was librarian of the Francis W, Parker 
School, San Diego, Calif., and in 1924 assumed her 
present position. During the summers, she has been 
cataloger at Dartmouth College Library, assistant ref- 
erence librarian at Columbia University, instructor at 
the New York State Library School, at the Syracuse 
University School of Library Science, and at the Uni- 
versity of Illinois Library School. She is this year’s 
chairman of the A.L.A. American Association of School 
Librarians. : 
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proposed. 


grade on. 
for federal aid for libraries as well as 
federal aid for schools before they can hope 
to have minimum library service, the efforts 
of a representative and a public relations 
program to inform legislators and lay citi- 
zens of this need is of paramount im- 
portance. School librarians, like all other 
librarians, are eager to see good libraries 
readily accessible to everyone. 

A complete answer to the second ques- 
tion would be long, but here are a few pos- 
sibilities. 

Disposal of surplus Ármy property is 
now being planned. School administrators 
are studying what available materials may 
be useful for schools. Information about 
potential library equipment relayetl to 
school librarians and by them to their school 
administrators may mean the difference be- 
tween success and failure in having items 
of library equipment included in the lists 
of general school needs. 

Bills for federal aid for education have 
been introduced in the new Congress. 
School librarians need a representative to 
keep in touch with this-legislation to help 
them to see its implications for school li- 
braries and to insure that educational spon- 
sors and others adequately recognize school 
library needs in proposed legislation. 

Aid for vocational education has been 
Suggested bills require that 
schools must meet certain standards of 
equipment in order to receive aid. Will 
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Since rural children must wait 
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libraries be considered in judging the 
school's equipment for an adequate pro- 
gram? A library representative would con- 
sult with vocational educators and school 
librarians in an effort to work out a plan to 
assure library service to schools giving voca- 
tional training. 
Contacts with other national educational 
organizations having headquarters in Wash- 
- ington will be much more effective than the 
contacts now possible by the Chicago 
A.L.A. staff members. This may well 
mean that more often libraries will be in- 
cluded in original educational planning 
rather than brought up for consideration 
afterward. 
Even these few examples make it clear 
that school librarians have a very consider- 
able stake in the program which the cam- 
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paign will make possible and which is im- 
possible without a special effort to finance it. 
Four per cent or more of one month’s 
salary is much or little depending on the 
purpose for which it is to be used and on 
our belief in that purpose. For teacher- 
librarians at least 2 per cent is suggested. 
It is your chairman’s hope that every school 
librarian and teacher-librarian will contrib- 
ute to the fund as an indication of the belief 
of school librarians in the necessity for gen- 
eral library and school library develop- 
ment, 

Checks or money orders made out to the 
Library Development Fund may be given 
to the local solicitor or to the campaign 
director or treasurer for the state. A list 
of state directors will be found on page 73 
of this Bulletin. 


To Build a Better World 


' IF WE Lose the peace, we lose the war. 
‘But what is peace? Peace is more than the 
terms imposed upon Germany; it is more 
than any treaty, trade pact, or agreement 
signed with a golden pen. 
. social order intended to be created as the 
result of measures taken jointly by our own 
and other political leaders. But only ef- 
fective support and cooperation by every 
individual citizen in each of the countries 
concerned will actually bring about peace. 
No matter how wisely conceived, no plan 
can work, especially in a democratic coun- 
try, without citizen support. 

It is already "the year of decision." 
When the peace plans come before our 
Congress for consideration, then the hour 
of decision will be upon us. After twenty- 


1 See also “Building the Peace" on page 94. 


Peace is the - 


seven years of fear and anxiety and almost 
six years of agony and destruction, fate has 
again provided the opportunity to build a 
better world. If we fail now, this oppor- 
tunity will not come again until after ah- 
other and more terrible conflict. In this 
campaign to awaken each citizen to the 
problems and issues involved, let's not leave 
a single book unused or pamphlet buried in 
its files. 

Every librarian will welcome the coming 
Building-the-Peace program! as a made-to- 
order opportunity for library participation, 
We must promote thinking about the sub- 
ject but without telling people what to 
think. It is our chance to render a public 
service of inestimable value. Let's do our 
job well. 

Car Virz, 4.L.A. President 


Programs W hich an A.L.A. I 
Representative in Washington Could Promo 


te 


Federal Relations Programs 


PAuL Howanp! 


HE CURRENT: PROGRAMS of the 
| A.L.A. Federal Relations Commit- 
tee may be divided into five parts: 
surplus property, rural library extension, 
Library Service Division of the U.S. Office 
of Education, federal aid, and the campaign 
to obtain adequate representation in Wash- 
ington. Although there are these five fields 
of work, they all overlap and must be ad- 
vanced as a common program. 

Surplus property problems for libraries 
may be separated into two categories: sur- 
plus books from Army camp libraries and 
other surplus properties either specifically 
designed for libraries or of value to them. 
Representations in behalf of libraries have 
been made to the Surplus Property Board, 
and it is hoped that libraries will be enabled 
to secure a just share of these materials. 
An early directive of the board concerning 
educational institutions and including li- 
braries is expected. 

A.L.A. proposals concerning surplus 
books from Army camp libraries advocate 
the use of these books in furthering rural 
library extension. It is proposed that these 
books be allocated to the states on the basis 
of their rural population. In addition, the 
A.L.A. has proposed that Congress appro- 
priate funds sufficient to make the follow- 
ing grants to states as these books become 
available: one dollar per volume to be used 

1A note about Mr. Howard appeared on page 18 of 


the January 4.L.A. Bulletin. Mr. Howard is chairman 
of the A.L.A. Federal Relations Committee, 
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the first year the books are available; fifty 
cents per volume for each year of four 
succeeding years. The proposed legislation 
provides that these funds shall be employed 
by state library agencies to facilitate the use 
of surplus books from Army camp libraries 
in extending library service to areas not al- 
ready served. It carries carefully written 
provisions to safeguard the states from fed- 
eral domination or control. 

This proposal should be considered as no 
more than a demonstration to encourage 
library development. The few million sur- 
plus books expected cannot come anywhere 
near serving the thirty-five million people 
without libraries: An adequate program of 
federal aid would require millions more. 
However, this proposal would enable the 
states to make the best use of these books 
for their own people and for the nation. 

The A.L.A. has long been interested in 
the Library Service Division. In fact, the 
excellent work of Forrest B. Spaulding as 
chairman of the Federal Relations Com- 
mittee was largely responsible for its 
establishment. "With the proposed reorgan- 
ization of the Office of Education (see page 
48 of the February Bulletin) the Library 
Service Division gains a more adequate staff 
and budget. The committee plans addi- 
tional efforts to aid in establishing an ade- 
quate research program for this division. 
Such a program will require supplementary 
appropriations for specific research prob- 
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lems. Securing these appropriations will 
necessitate the constant attention and ef- 
forts of the committee. 

‘The Federal Relations Committee at this 
time has no over-all program for federal aid 
to libraries. The programs outlined above 
point in that direction and can be developed 
into a federal aid program, but the present 
resources of the committee are so meager 
that it.cannot carry a greater load success- 
fully. — 3 s 

This fact is one of the reasons for in- 
augurating a fund-raising campaign to es- 


A Program for 


THE MEETING on October 14 the 
A.L.A. Council passed a resolution 


A 
to utilize the many abilities avail- 


able through various units of the Associa- 
tion to promote economic as well as social 
and psychological welfare after the war. 
In this resolution, it was moved that: 


Recognizing its part in the effort toward 
economic security in the postwar world, the 
American Library Association take positive 
action to meet this obligation; that a commit- 
tee be appointed to focus attention on the 
ways in which existing committees, boards, 
chapters, and divisions may cooperate toward 
this end, and to work with the Committee for 
Economic Development and other groups; that 
the library’s part in the attainment of eco- 
nomic security be made the theme of a public 
relations program; that through the Associa- 
tion’s publications, through regional meetings, 
forums, exhibits, that phase of community 
service be clearly presented until in our own 
minds and in the minds of every citizen there 
is complete understanding of the library’s re- 
lations to the economic life of the country. 


The article, “Libraries and Business in 
Postwar Plans,” in the November Bulle- 
tin is one. illustration of the utilization of 
existing agencies to further public library 
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tablish a permanent A.L.A. representative 
in Washington. The Federal Relations 
Committee feels that no campaign to obtain 
federal aid for libraries can be successful 
without a full-time representative; indeed, 
none of the many varied library problems 
which are affected by federal activities, de- 
cisions, and rulings can be successfully pre- 
sented to the proper authorities without 
such representation. For this reason, the 
future of any library federal relations pro- 
gram will depend upon the success of the 
campaign this April. 


Positive Action 


service to business. Another is the projectéd 
“Business Service Handbook for Public Li- 
braries" now scheduled ‘by the A.L.A. 
Editorial Committee. The value of such a 
program in public relations has been demon- 
strated in such communities as Akron, Cleve- 
land, and Newark. Smaller communities 
have their opportunities also. Examples of 
new emphasis on library service to the busi- 
ness community in all its phases—labor, 
management, and capital—are needed to 
demonstrate what can be done. 

This program applies to college and re- 
search as well as to public libraries. Effec- 
tive methods of using such resources in the 
search for industrial progress are many. A 
way has been opened by which all libraries 
may join in a definite effort to establish a 
better economic future for the returning 
soldier than was found by the soldier a 
quarter of a century ago. This requires no 
foundation grant and no abstract discus- 
sion. Instead it calls for the utilization of 
the means immediately at hand. We have 
a common cause and an immediate job. 
‘Our responsibility is to start now. 


Cart Vrrz, 4.L.A. President 


Library Development Fund Directors | 


ALABAMA: Mrs. Lois Rainer Green, State 
- Public Library Service Division, Mont- 
gomery 

_ ARIZONA: Alvida L. Hansen, Public Li- 
brary, Phoenix 

ARKANSAS: Leta Sowder, State Library 
Commission, Little Rock 

CALIFORNIA: Mabel R. Gillis, State Li- 
brary, Sacramento 

DxLAWwARE: Harland A. Carpenter (tem- 
porary), Wilmington Institute Free Li- 
brary, Wilmington 

GzoRGIA: Virginia McJenkin, 
County School Libraries, Atlanta 

Ipauo: Paul W. Scott, Public Library, 
Pocatello 

IrrriNors: Phineas Lawrence Windsor, 701 
Michigan Ave, Urbana; codirector, 
Mrs, Albert W. Errett, 524 S. Chest- 
nut St., Kewanee l 

Inprana: Lois M. Ringo, Carnegie Public 
Library, Anderson 

Iowa: Winnifred , Wennerstrum, Public 
Library, Chariton 

Kansas: G. H. Sandy, Public Lbs: 
Kansas City; codirector, Mrs. Ruth M. 
Helper, Public Library, Wellington 

Kentucky: Lena B. Nofcier, Library Ex- 
tension Division, State Department of 
Libraries and Archives, Frankfort 

Louisiana: Mary Walton Harris; Parish 
and Regional Department, State Library 
Commission, Baton Rouge 

Marne: Mr. Merle R. Griffeth, Eastland 
Hotel, Portland 

MaRYLAND: Adelene Jessup Pratt, Public 
Library Advisory Commission, 400 Ca- 
thedral St., Baltimore, and Joseph C. 
Shipman, Public Library, Baltimore, co- 
chairmen 

MASSACHUSETTS: Emerson Greenaway, 
Free Public Library, Worcester 

Micuican: Mrs. Mary B. Kenan, Muske- 
gon County Library, Muskegon Heights 

Minnesota: Donald Everett Strout, Di- 


Fulton 


vision of Library Instruction, University 
of Minnesota, Minneapolis 
MississiPPr: Bethany C. Swearingen, 1501 
N. State St., Jackson 
Missouri: Louis M. Nourse, Public Li- 
brary, St. Louis 


'" Montana: Ann L. Whitmack, Parmly Bil- 


` 
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lings Memorial Library, Billings 

NEBRASKA: Margaret Rutledge, Univer- 
sity of Nebraska Library, Lincoln -` 

Nevapa: E. Charles D. Marriage, State 
Library, Carson City 

New Jersey: Hannah Severns, Free Li- 
brary, Moorestown 

Norru CangoLINA: Hoyt R. Galvin, Pub- 
lic Library, Charlotte 

NortH DakoTa: Lillian E. Cook, State 
Library Commission, Bismarck 

Onuio: Walter T. Brahm, State Library, 
Columbus 

OKLAHOMA: Orville Von Gulker, Okeene 

Orzcon: Neva LeBlond, Umatilla County 
Library, Pendleton 

PENNSYLVANIA: Carl William Hull, Pub- 
lic Library, DuBois 

SouTH CAROLINA: Nancy C. Blair, State 
Library Board, South Carolina National 
Bank Building, Columbia 

SoutH Dakota: Mercedes B. Mackay, 
State Free Library Commission, Pierre 

TENNESSEE: Jesse Cunningham Cassit 
Library, Memphis 

Texas: Julia Grothaus, Public Library, 
San Antonio 

VERMONT: Harrison T. Conant, State Li- . 
brary, Moñtpelier 

ViRGINIA: Ernestine Grafton, State Li- 
brary, Richmond  . 
WASHINGTON: John S. Richards, Public 
Library, Seattle l 
West Vircinia: William Porter Kellam, 
West Virginia Universo Library, Mor- 
gantown 

Wisconsin: Clarence S. Paine (pro tem), 
Beloit College Library, Beloit 


T his Editorial from the Oklahoma City Oklahoman 


Is Reprinted with Permission 


A Sorry Tale of Library Poverty 


KENNETH C. KAUFMAN 


q HE FOLLOWING EDITORIAL by Ken- 
l neth C. Kaufman appeared in the 
W Oklahoma City Oklahoman. It 
was based on a kit of material prepared for 
, the use of editorial writers by the American 
Library Association, as part of its continu- 
ing program in support of accelerated li- 
brary extension. The Library Development 
‘Fund will make possible greatly increased 
publicity of this kind, now necessarily lim- 
ited by lack of staff and funds. 


“ONE MILLION PEOPLE in this state have no 
local library service. That the rural popula- 
tion wants and needs free books is evidenced 
by the thousands. who yearly make use of the 
facilities of the Oklahoma Library Commis- 
sion. But at present the libraries of Okla- 
homa have reached a standstill. There can 
be no further development without outside 
help."—From a report by Mrs. J. B. Dale, 
secretary of the Oklahoma Library Commis- 
sion, to the American Library Association. 


The need for free and easy access to books 
—books of all kinds—needs no apology from 
me. The public library is the key, for chil- 
dren, to all the knowledge, wisdom, and en- 
chantment the world has accumulated in its 
six or seven thousand years of conscious effort 
at self-improvement—what we like to call 
civilization. Its door, to most children, is the 
door to fairyland. For there are no children 
who do not like to read; there are children 
who have been (and are being) prevented 
from making the acquaintance of books, so 
that they do not know whether they like to 
read or not. 

But that isn't all; the public library is the 
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adults! university. Most high school and col- 
lege graduates emerge from school having 
acquired only the tools of learning. A very 
few acquire the spirit of learning. Most of 
them begin their real education after their 
schooling is over. For it is only. when a man 
begins to pursue knowledge from motives of 
his own, whether they be motives of profit 
or pleasure, that he begins to be educated. 
Without that driving motive he never really 
masters any knowledge. 

What has happened to our libraries is a 
travesty on human intelligence. We have 
literally sat back and let the world march 
past us, leaving us with starving libraries, 
while America has entered the greatest and 
most prolonged book-buying spree in all his- 
tory. Moreover, within recent years the 
public library has ceased to be merely a 
place of amusement and has become the re- 
pository of all sorts of knowledge without 
which men and women can not compete with 
the constantly changing, ever fiercer economic 
demands of a moving world. Thither they 
go to learn law, medicine, science, art, mathe- 
matics, mechanical subjects—studying them 
so that they may become better citizens and 
adapt themselves better to changing economic 
conditions. - And finally, while our libraries 
dwindled the U.S. Army and Navy have pur- 
chased ten million books for men in service 
and have employed hundreds of trained li- 
brarians. These books are for morale build- 
ing and instruction as well as pastime. 

And what have we done meantime for our 
local libraries? Well, the country over, we 
have spent 42¢ per capita on them. Missis- 
sippi spends 4¢ annually and Massachusetts 
the munificent sum of $1.02. Colorado, 
"where they dug the gold," receives pleas for 


$* 
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books from children who live eighty miles 
from a library. Grand old Nebraska, with 
her traditions of fertility, wealth, and prog- 
“ress, gives no state aid to county libraries and 
has library service in only three counties out 
of ninety-three. And Oklahoma—well, two 
of our seventy-seven counties have library 
service and 55 per cent of our population are 
denied the free use of the keys to intelligence. 
Well, children of, Colorado, maybe you can 
go down to Denver sometime and gaze at the 
. gilded dome on your mile-high capitol; it may 
give you a feeling of wealth and satisfaction 
to make up for the heart-hunger of not having 
books. Children of Nebraska, you won't 
need books to help you husk corn. Children 
of Oklahoma, you can ride to magnificent 
W.P.A.-built schoolhouses in comfortable 
steel buses; you will in all probability be given 
free (ahem!) textbooks and very likely hot 
lunches. But you won't be allowed to satisfy 


Open Valentine 


Dear A.L.A., please be my-Valentine— 

But not until you've taken down the sign 

Committee ‘on Intellectual Freedom to Safe- 
guard the Rights of Library Users to Free- 
dom of Inquiry 

And sent it to a commercial shrinkery 

To reduce it 

So people with limited chest expansion can 
use it 

Without getting completely out of breath 

So they have to call a doctor with a steth- 

Oscope 

And maybe some dope. 


Look, dear Valentine, when Roosevelt and 
Churchill met in the Atlantic 

Did they go pedantic 

And call the fruit of their deliberations 

The United Nations Charter Established in 
the Atlantic to Safeguard the Rights of 
Peoples Everywhere Regardless of Their 
Politics or. Religion or Numerical Strength 
or Natural Resources to Enjoy the Priv- 
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one of the deepest ‘and most genuine hungers 
any human being ever experienced—the yearn- 
ing for good things to read. Except insofar 
as the overstrained and well-nigh exhausted 
resources of the Oklahoma Library Commis- 
sion can help you. It would be better for you 
to wade mud and slush to school and carry 
your lunch in a paper sack, as we did forty 
years ago—provided they would give you 
books to read. . 

Just two odious comparisons by way of 
closing. In North Carolina eighty counties 
out of one hundred have library service. 


, Arkansas (don't laugh this time, please; it 


would be more becoming to blush) in six 
years of state aid has covered fully one-half 
its area with county library service. "When 


' the appropriation for 1943-45 came up in the 


Arkansas legislature it passed without a dis- 
senting vote—the only unanimous money bill 
of that session. 


to the A.L.A. 


ileges and Undertake the Obligations of 
Freedom in All Its Meanings and Mani- 
festations? 


`The hell they did. 


They got rid 

Of the whole tremendous business under the, 
terse title of Atlantic Charter 

(Without benefit even of the Order of the 
Garter) 


_And they wrote some words about freedom 


So simple that even library nonusers could 
read 'em. : 


So, please, dear A.L.A., 

Shorten that committee name today 

Or else you'll] drive your Valentine to a 
drinkery i 

To condition his tongue to talk about the 
Committee on Intellectual Freedom to Safe- 
guard the Rights of Library Users to Free- 
dom of Inquiry. 


GILBERT BROWN 


D 1 


News from the Executive Secretary :. 


Assistant Secretary. More than fifty- 
applications and suggestions have been re- 
ceived in response to our “want ad” in the 
January Bulletin. President Vitz, Presi- 
dent-Elect Ulveling, and the nominee for 
President-Elect, Mary U. Rothrock, have 
consented to join me in evaluating the candi- 
` dates and in making recommendations to 
the Executive Board. 

Binding Cloth. Ralph A. Ulveling, Paul 
Howard, Ralph M. Dunbar, and Pelham 
~ Barr are exploring the possibility of get- 
ting more buckram or other suitable ma- 
terials for library binders. Mr. Dunbar 
has presented the case to W.P.B. Because 
of increased war needs, the outlook is not 
too good. 

Library Development Fund. Advance 
pledges now total $8278.50 (to February 
1). Winifred Ver Nooy, president of 
A.C.R.L., and C. Irene Hayner, president 
of American Association of School Librar- 
` ians of the Division of Libraries for Chil- 


dren and Young People, have accepted. 


membership on the Campaign Committee. 
. Robert Dumont Franklin left on January 
26 on call from his Memphis Selective Serv- 
ice Board. Ruth W. Gregory, Public Li- 
brary, Waukegan, Ill., is now the part-time 
executive assistant, and Mrs. Carolyn 
Brucker is part-time general assistant. 
President Vitz as chairman is carrying a 
large share of the work. 

Membership. The total A.L.A. mem- 
bership on Dec.'31, 1944, was 14,805, 
of which 1951 members were enrolled dur- 
ing 1944. The Association made a small 
net gain in membership for the year. 

The 4.L.4. Handbook is expected to 


come from the presses sometime during 
February. j 

Ruth M. Babcock, Public Library, 
Bremerton, Wash., has just accepted ap- 
pointment on the A.L.A. Membership 
Committee for the state of Washington, 
and Frances Barnett, Public Library, Little 
Rock, for the state of Arkansas. 

Life Members. We welcome Eleanor 
Ann Symmes, librarian emeritus of the Uni- 
versity of Redlands Library, and Frederic 
G. Melcher, of Publishers’ Weekly. 

New York Times Meeting on Educa- 
tion. Eleanor M. Witmer, of Teachers 
College Library, Columbia University, 
represented A.L.A. at a meeting on Jan. 
23, 1945, on “Paying for Public Edu- 
cation” and at a meeting on “The School 
and the Community” on February 8. 

Planning for College Librarians. Re- 
port prepared by William H. Carlson, 
chairman of the A.C.R.L.-A.L.A. commit- 
tee, 180 typewritten pages, is now in the 
hands of critics. It is entitled “College 
and University Libraries and Librarian- 
ship; An Examination of Their Present 
Status and Some Proposals for Their Fu- 
ture Development.” We hope to publish 
when it has been revised, 

School Libraries Today and Tomorrow; 
Functions and Standards. Out in Febru- 
ary. Price, one dollar. The many months 
of work given to this job by Mrs. Mary 
Peacock Douglas and many of her col- 
leagues should pay big dividends in appre- 
ciation and in school library improvement. 
A leaflet summarizing the book is also avail- 
able. T 

Anniversaries and Holidays. Out in De- 
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cember 1944. Price, six dollars. A big event 
in anybody's publishing program. We sa- 
lute Mary Emogene Hazeltine. i 

Personnel Office. On January 18 there 
were 108 requests for help in filling posi- 
tions and 28 requests for personnel infor- 
mation which had not yet been adequately 
handled. We apologize. Miss Timmer- 
man and her associates are doing the best 
they can. The job is just too big for a 
very small staff. 

To date, none of those librarians asked 
to assist in making the survey of the Per- 
sonnel Office has found it possible to accept. 

Postwar Library Personnel. Mrs. Lu- 
cile L. Keck and Mrs. Alice Brooks Moo- 
ney, members of the Board of Education 
for Librarianship, and Miss Hostetter have 
drafted a recruiting folder based on the 
report, “Postwar Library Personnel." The 
board will distribute this new folder chiefly 
to counselors in colleges and schools. 

Two subcommittees of the Board on Per- 
sonnel Administration have been appointed 
with Mrs. Eleanor Hitt Morgan as chair- 
man. ‘These are the Subcommittee on Job 
Analysis of Duties and the Subcommittee 
on Job Analysis Manual and Classification 
` and Pay Plan Manual. 

Civil Service. 'The Chicago members of 
the Subcommittee on Civil Service Relations 
tare holding monthly meetings at Head- 
quarters. Members are Nathan R. Levin, 
chairman, Gertrude E. Gscheidle, Lowell 
Martin, Eleanor Plain, and Ruth H. Sha- 
piro. à 

Phonograph Records of Children’s Stor- 
ies, as told by Mrs, Gudrun ‘Thorne-Thom- 
sen, may be offered for sale by the A.L.A. 
Publishing Department if satisfactory ar- 
rangements can be agreed upon. Financial 
aid from the Division of Libraries for Chil- 
dren and Young People has made the proj- 
ect possible. 

Library Periodicals. Karl Brown, of 
Library Journal, Marie D. Loizeaux, of 


Wilson Library Bulletin, Ernest J. Reece 
and Maurice F; Tauber, of College and Re- 
search Libraries, and Olga M: Peterson, of 
A.L.A., conferred in New York recently 
on coordination of the several publications’ 
policies with special reference to the cur- 
rent campaign for funds. 

Shelf Work. James E. Bryan, assistant 
librarian, Newark Public Library, was told 
by his draft board to get into essential in- 
dustry by February 5. As a consequence, 
he had to give up preparation of ‘a manu- 
script on shelf work. 

Books in Large Type. Mary J. Heenan, 
Minnesota Braille and Sight Saving School, 
Faribault, and Mildred Louise Methven, | 
supervisor of institution libraries (Minne- 
sota) are'compiling, with the assistance of 
the Institution Libraries Committee, a list 
of children’s books in large type. The 
Committee on the Evaluation of Book Se- 
lection Aids of the Division of Libraries for 
Children and Young People, with Ruth 
M. Ersted as its chairman, will also. assist. 

Insurance. The Committee on Insur- 
ance for Libraries under the chairmanship 
of Donald Kenneth Campbell, Public Li- 
brary, Haverhill, Mass., is sponsoring the 
preparation of a manuscript on library in- 
surance. The author is Mrs. Dorothea M. 
Singer, chief reviser, Columbia University 
School of Library Service, who holds de- 
grees in law and library science and who 
has qualified for an insurance broker's li- 
cense in New York state. An outline for 
the book is now in the hands of about 
thirty critics. B ar 

No Conference. You saw the statement 
from President Vitz in the February Bulle- 
tin announcing that there would be no 
national or regional conference this year. 
The vote from the Executive Board con- 
firms this statement. From the replies to 
the poll in the January Bulletin we feel 
that the members concur in this decision. 

Nominating Committee. The report of 
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the Nominating Committee has been ap- 
proved by Council with one of the best 
responses to a correspondence vote that we 
have had. No alternate nominations were 
proposed. 

Micro-cards. Standards and other pre- 
liminary decisions with reference to the use 
of micro-cards (see The Scholar and the 
Future of the Research Library by Fre- 
mont Rider) are under consideration by a 
committee composed of Fremont Rider, 
chairman, Paul North Rice, Keyes D. Met- 
calf, and John W. Cronin. 

Councilors. Mrs. Mary Duncan Carter 
has resigned as a Councilor representing the 
California Library Association. She is now 
with the O.W.I. in New York, ready for 
overseas assignment. 

Prison: Libraries. Look for the article 
on prison libraries in the Survey Mid- 
monthly for February 15. The author is 
Carl A. Dahl, now of the Headquarters 
staff but recently librarian of the Federal 
Reformatory, El Reno, Okla. 

Public Relations Committee. Elizabeth 
Bond, chairman, has several projects under 
way, including a study of public relations 
in library school curricula, organization of 
newspaper coverage for library news on a 


. regional basis, and a pamphlet series on 


public relations to be published by A.L.A. 
'The first pamphlet is scheduled for publi- 
cation early in 1946 and will be on recog- 
nizing and placing library news.’ 

The Public Relations Office will partici- 
pate again this year in the national radio 
campaign sponsored by the Association of 


. Women Directors. The theme this year is 


“Women of the United Nations.” Seven 
hundred fifty women radio program di- 
rectors will receive spot announcements 
directing the attention of women to library 
resources helpful in forming intelligent at- 
titudes toward the peace, abroad and on the 
home front. TN 

Miss Peterson will be in New York 
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March 5-10 to develop several aspects of 
radio and newspaper publicity concerning 
libraries. 

Labor Relations. Paul Howard, chair- 
man, Federal Relations Committee, repre- 
sented the Association at a meeting of the 
United Office and Professional Workers of 
America of the C.I.O. in Washington, Jan- 
uary IS. 

Louis J. Bailey has been asked to at- 
tend, as an observer, the next meeting of 
the National Council of Scientific, Profes- 
sional, Art, and White-Collar Workers. : 

What Do You Want to Know? A 
leaflet with this title, the subtitle, Services 
for Demobilized Men and Women at the 
Public Library, is designed to attract ex- 
service men to the library. It is available 
to libraries at quantity prices and will be 
sent by A.L.A., after consultation with Lt. 
Col. Trautman, to camps or separation 
centers. 

Library Legislation. More states are 
working for more state aid for libraries this 
winter than ever before. Be sure to see 
the article by Julia Wright Merrill in the 
Library Journal for February 15. 

Division of Public Libraries. Many 
members are designating this division in, 
paying dues for 1945. The revised con- 
stitution is under consideration by the Com- 
mittee on Constitution and By-Laws, 
Treasurer Nordica Fenneman is ready for 
business, and the Nominating and Publi- 
cations Committees are at work under the 
leadership of Ruth E. Hammond and R. 
Russell Munn, respectively. 


International Relations 


Foreign Service Roster. In response to 
recent requests from government depart- 
ments and other sources, names for more 
than twenty positions have been selected 


from the roster. The specifications empha- 


sized scholarship and knowledge of books. 
U.S..B.4. These letters represent the 
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United States International Book Associa- 
tion, Inc., a new organization of publishers 
devoted to facilitating the acquisition of 
U.S. books by foreign institutions and indi- 
viduals. Mr. Lydenberg and I discussed 
library implications with President Edward 
M. Crane on January 13. 

Visitors. Sir John Forsdyke, Director of 
the British Museum, and Dr. Henry 
'Thomas, Keeper of Printed Books, visited 
libraries in this country in January and 
February. Lionel R. McColvin, honorary 
secretary of the Library Association, Lon- 
don, has been invited to visit this country 
for lectures in library schools and to confer 
with our International Relations Board on 
problems of library rehabilitation. 

Dr. T. L. Yuan, director of the National 
Library of Peiping and chairman of the 
Library Association of China, is now visit- 
ing in this country. 1 

Students from several Latin American 
countries are enrolled in our library schools 
this year. 

Books for China. The A.L.A. has 
agreed to administer a fund of $50,000 
for the purchase of books for Chinese li- 
braries under contract with the Depart- 
ment of State. 

China Trip. Because it was impossible 
to complete arrangements, Carl M. White’s 
projected trip to China has been canceled. 

Book Campaign for Devastated Libraries. 
As this letter is being written the Depart- 
ment of State and the joint committee are 
planning a small conference on February 
28. 

Books Wanted Now. Urgent pleas for 
U.S. books are being received from liber- 
ated countries. People are eager to see 
our publications of the war years. By hook 
or crook a few are being sent. O.W.I. is 
helping to solve the transportation problem 


and is also purchasing informational mate- 
rials for its own representatives. The De- 
partment of State is purchasing fer some 


areas. Some countries are making their 
own purchases. A.L.A. is acting as agent 
for others. 


Rockefeller Foundation. 
calf, Lydenberg, and I discussed Latin 
American library relations with Rockefeller 
Foundation officials on January 26. We 
hope that several things may result. Im- 
mediate opportunities are a request for 
assistance in reorganizing the National Li- 
brary at Rio de Janeiro, exchange of people 
with Brazil and other Latin American 
countries, a desire for a library school in 
Havana, etc. 

Membership Opinion. When I was a 
young librarian I pestered Mr. Utley, then 
Executive Secretary, unmercifully with 
criticisms. In particular, I thought a small 
clique was running the show. Just as seme 
of you think now. And maybe you are 
right to the extent that policies are estab- 
lished by a few hundred instead of several 
thousand members. But if you are, it may 
be because we have not had the machinery 
for getting widespread reactions frem fif- 
teen thousand members. Miss Manley’s 
committee, the Executive Board, and the 
Headquarters staff are seeking ways to meet 
that problem. ` One way—crude, perhaps, 
but better than none—is the polls we are 
taking through the Bulletin. (See last page 
of any recent issue.) These polls, quite 
obviously, will be useful only if yeu give 
us your opinion. I can assure you, 2s Miss 
Warren and President Vitz have already 
done, that A.L.A. officers will welcome 
your advice and suggestions. 


Cart H. M:rAM 
Executive Secretary 


Messrs. Met- - 





AricE E. PHELPS 
Secretary-Treasurer 





Secretary- Treasurer 
and 


Chairmen of Committees 
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The Purposes and Activities of the Division 


Are Described by Its President 


The Division of Cataloging and 
Classification 


Lucire M. MonscH 


HE STRENGTH of the American Li- 

brary Association lies in its commit- 

tees and boards and, especially, in 
its divisions. ‘The.divisions promote library 
service and librarianship within the fields 
of their special interests and cooperate in 
the promotion of general and joint enter- 
prises with the Association and with other 
library groups. In and through the divi- 
sions the voice of the individual member can 
most easily be heard. 

'The Division of Cataloging and Classifi- 
cation, formerly the Catalog Section, is one 
of the oldest and largest of the divisions. 
It has been said that whenever two librari- 
ans get tógether they begin to talk shop 
and whenever there are three together they 
discuss cataloging or classification. Perhaps 


'this is the reason for the large membership 


drawn from all types of libraries: school, 








«Miss Morscx (Mrs. Werner Bruno Ellinger) has 
been an assistant in the New York Public Library, a 
cataloger at the State University of Iowa Libraries, 
head of the cataloging department at the Enoch Pratt 
Free Library, and, since 1940, has been chief of the 
Descriptive Cataloging Division of the Library of 
Congress. She received her B.A. from Iowa and her 
B.S, and M.S. from the Columbia University School 
of Library Service. She edited Library Literature, 
1921-32, Checklist of New Jersey Imprints, 1784- 
1800, and Enoch Pratt's Catalog Depariment Manual, 
Her interest in cataloging has resulted in her con- 
tributing much to that field by serving on A.L.A. 
boards and committees and by being this year's presi- 
dent of the Division of Cataloging and Classification. 
Her picture appeared in the frontispiece of the No- 
vember 4.L.4. Bulletin, 
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college, and university, public and special, 
large and small; catalogers, classifiers, ref- 
erence librarians, administrators, and library: 
schoo] teachers—all united by an active 
interest in the technical or administrative 
problems of cataloging and classification. 

The objective of the division is to pro- 
mote library service by disseminating in- 
formation relating to cataloging and 
classification which will encourage the 
formulation, improvement, and application 
of standards in these fields. To carry out 
this objective the division initiates studies 
of principles, methods, organization, and 
administration, and publicizes technical de- 
velopments and the values of service in 
cataloging and classification. 

‘There are three channels of information 
originating with the division: conferences, 
correspondence, and formal publication. In 
general, only the members of the division 
benefit from the first but the entire profes- 
sion profits from the latter two. The 
annual meeting of the division is held at 
the annual conference of the whole asso- 
ciation with programs planned to interest 
catalogers, classifiers, and bibliographers 
from libraries of various sizes and types. 
Both formal and informal opportunities are 
given at these annual conferences for in- 
dividual members to obtain advice: from 
each other and especially from experts in 
the field. On several occasions appoint- ` 
ments for such private conferences have 
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, been arranged by the division. In addition, 
there are sixteen regional associations of 
catalogers and classifiers, affiliated with 
and encouraged by the division, which hold 
meetings once a year or more frequently 
for the same purposes. 

Information disseminated through corre- 
spondence stems largely from committee 
"work. Standing committees include a 
Committee on. Cataloging and Classifica- 
tion, a Committee on Mechanical Equip- 
ment, a Committee on Relations with the 
Library of Congress, and a Publications 
Committee. ‘There are special committees 
on statistics, on serials cataloging, on sub- 
ject headings, on the Dewey classification, 
and on state author headings. Each of 
these committees serves to advise the mem- 
bership on the subjects indicated by their 
names. 


A Board of Experts 


HE Committee on Cataloging and 
Classification, for example, represents 


a board of experts appointed to act in an . 


advisory capacity not only to members of 
the division, nor even to members of the 
Association only, but to the profession as 
a whole. Questions from outside the As- 
sociation which are sent to Headquarters 
in Chicago and which fall within the broad 
scope of this committee are referred to the 
division for its attention. "d 

For instance, a librarian interested in 
reorganizing a college library recently wrote 
to the Association for advice in the classifi- 
cation of biography, fiction, and short story 
collections, for a system of author numbers, 
for advice on the use of simple forms of 
names of Virgil, Horace, Terence, etc., 
and for an answer to the question “To 
what extent shall I catalog?" 

'The committee answers these questions 
directly, gives its joint advice on a problem, 
or refers the inquirer to the best-known 
source. This source may be a published 


tion, and card distribution. 


book or article, a person, or a library 
known to have solved the same problem. 
Evelyn M. Hensel, assistant librarian, 
(acquisitions and cataloging), Pennsyl- 
vania State College Library, is the present 
chairman of this committee. 

The Committee on Mechanical Equip- 
ment, of which Laura E. Burmeister, head 
cataloger, University of Southern Cali- 
fornia Library, is chairman, was appointed 
to serve as a clearinghouse for information 
on technical developments which may be 
adaptable for use in catalog departments. 
It cooperates with the A.L.A. Committee 
on Library Equipment and Appliances. 

The Committee on Relations with the 
Library of Congress is designed to serve 
as a medium of information, inquiry, and 
comment between the Library of Congress 
and the members of the division in all 
matters relating to cataloging, classifica- 
Queries or 
comments sent to the chairman of the com- 
mittee (Marion Metcalf Root, in charge, 
Reserve Recataloging Section, Reference 
Department, New York Public Library) 
will be answered on the basis of informa- 
tion or explanation from the Library of 
Congress. 

Margaret Oldfather, cataloger, Ohio 
State University, Library, is the present 
chairman of the Publications Committee. 
This committee plays a dual role: it recom- 
mends to the division’s board of directors 
material suitable for publication by the 
division and advises the Editorial Commit- 
tee of the A.L.A. on projects in the catalog- 
ing field. The Publications Committee 
prepares for publication items approved by 
the board of.directors, including the Cata- 
logers’ and Classifiers’ Yearbook. 


The Yearbook 


IHE ELEVENTH Yearbook will have 
been issued by the time this announce- 
ment is in’ print, adding one more volume 
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to the rainbow collection which has been 
appearing’ serially since 1929. Unfortu- 
nately the Yearbook has not been an annual 
publication but it has appeared with suffi- 
cient frequency to include most of the 
significant papers presented at the annual 
conferences and before regional groups of 
catalogers and classifiers as well as many 
noteworthy contributions written expressly 
for this publication or solicited by the Pub- 
lications Committee. A scanning of the 
table of contents in the various volumes 
shows the primary topics under discussion 
during the last fifteen years and the extent 
to which catalogers and classifiers are at- 
tempting to. improve the service they are 
giving to the profession through a continued 
re-examination and criticism of the cata- 
loging process. Papers on topics of ad- 
ministration, primarily on economies, head 
the list, followed closely by studies of the 
catalog as a finished product, on the tech- 
nical problems of subject and descriptive 
cataloging, and on cooperative and central- 
ized cataloging. Nine or ten articles which 
might be classed as historical and several 
more on the international aspects of this 
field of library service were important con- 
tributions to the literature of the subject. 
It has, indeed, been an able medium 
whereby catalogers and classifiers could 
keep abreast professionally with new de- 
velopments and with research in the field, 
whereby administrators could gain informa- 
tion helpful in the organization of their 
technical processes departments and 
. whereby students could be encouraged to 
challenge the methods and practices pre- 
sented to them. 

The affairs of the division are managed 
by a board of directors which is composed 
of the president, the vice president, the 
secretary-treasurer, three directors-at-large, 
and the chairman of the Advisory Council 
on Regional Groups. ‘The board must 
transact a large part of its business through 


correspondence and consequently one of 
its specified duties is to reply promptly to 
all correspondence regarding division af- 
fairs. The directors are elected for a three- 
year term, the vice president is also 
president-elect, and the secretary-treasurer 
is the executive officer of the division, 
elected for a three-year term ; therefore, the 
affairs of the division are always in the 
hands of persons familiar with them. The 
secretary-treasurer, elected in 1944, is 
Alice E. Phelps, Catalog Department, 
Cleveland Public Library. In order to 
keep the membership informed of the ac- 
tivities of the officers and committees, the 
board of directors began this year the 
quarterly publication of an informal bul- 
letin called News Notes, This communi- 
cation, although still in its swaddling 
clothes, has been received very gratefully 
by the members of the division. 


Relation to Regional Groups 
ND has been made above of the 


sixteen regional catalog groups affili- 
ated with the Division of Cataloging and 
Classification and of the chairman of the 
Advisory Council on Regional Groups. 

Any regional group of catalogers may 
affiliate with the division by presenting to 
the board of directors a petition signed by 
ten or more members of the group. The’ 
members of the regional group need not 
be members of the A.L.A. Hence a small 
fee—five cents per capita—is levied an- 
nually on the regional groups to help 
finance the national program. 

The Advisory Council on Regional 
Groups was created to promote the activities 
of regional groups. This is done through 
direct contact of the chairman when pos- 
sible and through seven district chairmen 
covering Canada, New England, the 
Middle Atlantic states, the Southeastern 
states, the Southwestern states, the Pacific 
Northwest, and the Middle West. ‘The 
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present chairman is M. Ruth MacDonald, 
chief, Catalog Department, Detroit Pub- 
lic Library. 


Relation to A.L.A. 


HE Division of Cataloging and Classi- 

fication is truly a division of the 
American Library Association. All of its 
members are also members of the parent 
body, its funds are derived from the dues 
paid to the Association and allotted to the 
division, and it shares in the government 
and operations of the Association. "To this 
end one representative to the A.L.A. 
Council, is elected for the first 50 members 
of the division and one additional repre- 
sentative for each 250 members in excess 
of 50. At the present time the division 
elects five Councilors, 

The division, through its board of di- 
rectors, nominates members of A.L.A. 
boards and committees which affect wholly 
or chiefly the activities of this division. 
Although the appointments to A.L.A. 
boards and committees are made by the 
A.L.A. Executive Board, no appointment 
may be made to any board or committee 
which, by decision of the A.L.A. Council, 
concerns wholly or chiefly the activities of 
this division except from the members 
nominated by the division's board of di- 
rectors. For a board or committee which 
concerns the activities of the Division of 
Cataloging and Classification and also one 
ór two other divisions, the board of di- 
rectors shares with the boards of the other 
divisions the privilege of submitting not 
less than two nominations for each posi- 
tion. 


'The division is still young; although it 
grew ouf of the Catalog Section it has 
had its present divisional status only since 
1940. Each year it is finding new oppor- 
tunities for service to the profession. Now, 
while conferences and certain other activi- 
ties are necessarily curtailed, the Division 
of Cataloging and Classification is taking 
stock of itself by reworking its constitution. 
A Special Committee on Revision of the 
Constitution with Amelia Krieg, head, 
Catalog Department, Seattle Public Li- 
brary, as chairman, is making a thorough 
study of the division's constitution so that 
when the war is over and professional 
activities are expanded again to peacetime 
scales, the machinery will be in perfect 
order for increased service. 

Tentative plans have been laid for the 
publication of a quarterly journal of cata- 
loging as soon as it appears to be feasible. 
A special committee was appointed in 1942 
to study the possibility of initiating such a 
publication at that time. The committee 
reported an enthusiastic response to its 
proposal, but the board of directors voted 
to postpone action on the recommendation 
until a later date. There is no doubt that 
a cataloging quarterly would stimulate 
studies and research and a lot of good solid 
thinking on the part of administrators, 
catalogers and classifiers, reference librari- 
ans—in fact by the whole array of users 
and producers of library catalogs and bib- 
liographies. Nothing would more ably 
further the objective of the division to 
promote library service through the publi- 
cation and dissemination of inférmation in, 
the fields of cataloging and classification. 


Three Librarians and a Library School 


Student Continue Discussion of Mrs. Grahams A rüele 


What If There Were No ALA? 


No national jamboree. 

No central sounding board. 

No clearinghouse of country-wide doings 
of libraries. 


No depository of facts-on-file about your 


neighboring libraries. 

Nobody concerned with keeping up to 
date on regional experiments. 

Nobody whose business it is to look at 
the library activities of the whole country. 

Nobody concerned with what’s being 
done about visual aids, cooperation with 
Latin American countries, library legisla- 
tion, library revenues over the country. 

No agent active in soliciting manuscripts 
and publishing professional books. 

No official channel provided for exchange 
of information and ideas on a national 
coverage. 

No nationwide organized network of 
libraries to which any individual library 
can attach itself. 

No representative national organization 
to speak for the libraries which serve a 
democracy. 

No body to which the Vatican: or any 
foreign country might address a request for 
authoritative information or advice on 
American libraries. / 

No national association to represent li- 


* 


I, for one, cannot believe that even its 
severest critic would say that there should 
be no A.L.Á.—no national organization 


brarians as the American Medical Associa- 
tion, the American Bar Association, the 
National Education Association represent 
their respective members. 

No personnel paid to represent libraries 
before other organized associations. 

No body devoted to evolving a working 
schedule of classification and. pay plans as 
a basis for any library's service organization. 

No impersonal and yet component group 
in position to devise and recommend stand- 
ards. 

No national body interested in looking 
critically at library schools. 

No national association representing the 
most alert libraries with which an individual 
librarian can identify himself. 

No directory of active library personnel 
covering the entire country. 

No virtue in A.L.A. as it now operates? 
No leadership? What is the A.L.A. but 
the organized body of workers—fumbling, 
tireless, eager, but individually ineffective? . 
What is the A.L.A. but us, its members? 

What if there were no A.L.A., where 
would we be? 

ETHEL M. Fam, Director 

Library School 

‘New Jersey College for Women 
New Brunswick, N.J. 


* 


with a central office made up of people who 
represent all branches of the work and who 
also comprehend the picture as a whole. 
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Individual libraries are pretty much on 
their own— working separately as far as 
their -own communities are concerned. 
Only an organization like the A.L7A. can 
formulate a program to unify the work of 
individual libraries and can develop and 
coordinate activities and interests common 
to all members of the profession. 

Mrs, Graham has reviewed many of the 
important things that are being done as 
well as some of the advances that are 
being made by libraries with the help and 
support of the A.L.A. Another real con- 
tribution of a national organization to a 


profession is'the encouragement and help 


it can give to new movements and trends 
of thought. The A.L.A. has done , this 
through the organization of new committees 
and round tables. 

For example, several years ago when 
librarians were becoming more and more 
interested in staff associations and what 
they could accomplish for the library 
worker, a committee of farseeing people got 
together to discuss and study this problem. 
As a result of these discussions, the Staff 
Organizations Round Table was formed. 


* 


As a national organization the A.L.A. 
has been in a position to perform a great 
service for the several hundreds of its mem- 
bers who are at present in the armed forces 
—that of keeping them well-informed of 
what is going on in the wartime library 
world. Since only a very small percentage 
of librarians on active duty in the services 
have assignments concerned with library 
work because of limited requirements for 
enlisted or officer librarians, this has been 
an excellent means of keeping them in touch 
with what will again be their professional 
activities when they return to civilian life, 
and as such has seemed very important to 
them. 
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With the support of the national organiza- 
tion the sixty-seven staff associations which 
are now members of this round table form 
an active organization through which the 
rank and file of the profession may express 
opinions and discuss problems. 

Working even more closely with round 
tables such as this which represent so large 
a part of the members, the A.L.A. could 
encourage a well-organized program which 
would open channels of expression from all 
its members and could actively help in 
promoting projects in the fields of in-service 
training, .personnel, and public relations— 
fields in which many staff associations are 
greatly concerned. . 

Mrs. Graham's article shows ways that 
A.L.A. through its many boards, com- 
mittees, and round tables has given libraries 
and librarians throughout the country the 
impetus for advancement in the profession 
and has furnished leadership of which any 
profession might be proud. 


Mary E. DorLAamp, Assistant 
Public Library 


‘ 


Cleveland 


* * 


Some time ago, by action of the Executive 
Board, membership dues for all A.L.A. 
members on duty in the services were waived 
for the duration. As a result, most of the 
members continue to receive their Bulletins. 
In addition, they have received a series of 

, informal letters sent out from A.L.A. Head- 
quarters which cover the highlights of the 
Association's current activities, plans, and 
projects and give news of their colleagues 
in the services. This continued contact 
with the Association (and through it with 
each other) has been greatly appreciated by 
its uniformed members, particularly those 
who are at present overseas and far removed 
from library activities in this country. 


- Li 
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The recent formation of the Service Li- 
brarians Section of the newly. organized 
Public Libraries Division of the A.L.A. 
will also be an important factor in extending 
to the civilian librarians now employed by 
the services as camp and station librarians 
professional recognition of their activities. 
Jt should be pointed out that the accom- 
plishments of the A.L.A. in wartime library 
service during the last war are chiefly re- 
sponsible for the professional status which 
civilian librarians in the services now enjoy. 

Even before this country entered the pres- 
ent war the A.L.A., as a national association, 
placed at the disposal of the various armed 
forces the technical and professional re- 
sources and services of its organization and 
when called upon has furnished great as- 
sistance in planning and carrying out 
various aspects of the service morale, rec- 
reational, and library programs. The 
A.L.A. has also been acutely aware of 
many issues to be faced in the future—the 


`~ 


* 


T2 students heartily endorse the idea 
that "in union there is strength." It 
is our good fortune that, as far back as 
1876, a group of farsighted American li- 
brarians realized the need for an organized 
program to carry out their ideals. How 
much that society, the American Library 
Association, means today to both the li- 
brarian in the field and the student of 
library science! Speaking from the point 
of view of the prospective librarian, it 
offers us inexhaustible aids and resources in 
our chosen profession. 

Probably one of the A.L.A.’s most valu- 
able contributions is the set of Post-War 
Standards for Public Libraries. We who 
are just entering the profession will be 
especially concerned with the fulfilment of 
the policy. The A.L.A., in offering us a 
basic program, has given us A challenge. 


readjustment problems in the return to 
civilian life of former.librarians in the 
service, the disposition of surplus library 
materials in the armed. forces (if such are 
found to exist after the war), and other 
equally important matters. The As- 
sociation has already formulated positive 
programs for presentation when the oppor- 
tunity presents itself. 
Few, if any, of these activities could 
have been attempted by local library 
groups. Only a major organization with 
the national and international scope and 
relationships of the A.L.A. could have ac- 
complished the things (and this is a far 
from complete listing of them) which the 
A.L.A. has achieved and which have been 
of great value to the armed services in the 
national war effort. 
Capt. Ropert E. Scupper, Chief 
Library Section 
Army Air Forces 

Washington, D.C. 


* 


Here is our opportunity to revitalize the 
library; to make the public become de- 
pendent upon it as a source for the inter- 
pretation of today and tomorrow as well as 
yesterday. 

Nor is our Association purely national 
in its viewpoint, for it is affiliated with 
scores of similar societies abroad. As are 
other national organizations, A.L.A. is . 
ready to offer help to those foreign libraries 
which will so desperately need guidance 
during the postwar reconstruction period. 
With its spirit of goodwill, our Association 
really lives up to its name’ American Li- 
brary Association. 

'The Association is working to effect re- 
forms within the field itself, as well as to 
interpret library aims to the public. It’ is 
reassuring to feel that through organized 
strength the A.L.A. is raising the standards 


88 


of the profession, both as to better educa- 
tional preparation and adequate reward for 
services. ` 

Through its numerous publications we 
have become familiar with many A.L.A. 
services such as book lists and advisory 
services. A.L.A. keeps us in contact with 
progress in the library world where the 
scope of services is ever-widening. Stimu- 
lating nationwide interchange of ideas 
through library magazine exchange features 
is especially helpful. 


Postwar 


| AM DELIBERATELY putting very high the 
priority of the library service in the 
postwar world. Partly I do so because, 
like every teacher to whom his profession 
matters, I regard the public library as the 
cornerstone of any educational system which 
claims to be effective. Partly, even more, 
I do so because I think that the public 
library is the fortress of democracy and 
that the strength of its foundations meas- 
ures the strength of democratic institutions 
generally. I do not for one moment want 
to make the public library no more than 
a monastery for scholars. I want it to 
offer the literature of entertainment as well 
as the literature of power. I am as willing 
that the reader should find there the 4d- 
ventures of Sherlock Holmes as that he 
should discover Gibbon's Decline and Fall. 
I hope that he will go as eagerly there to 
see a documentary film of genius like 
“Target for Tonight” as to a W.E.A. class 
in economic history or political science. 
But I am very clear that democracies can 
only live where their. citizens have a map 
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Though organized almost as early as our 
profession, the A.L.A. has continually 
sought to keep abreast of the times. To us 
it is the united voice of American librarians 
ready to do their part in the world crisis. 
We are proud to claim membership in an 
organization which seeks to carry out the 
ideals of librarianship, 
CAROLYN TURNER, Student 
School of Library Science 
Simmons College 

Boston 


Libraries 
of the universe and know, accordingly, how 
to find their way about life. Let us be 
honest with ourselves and admit that the 
number of those who understand and love 
our great cultural heritage is far smaller 
than it ought to be; let us be honest and 
admit as well that men and women will 
not fight to the death once every géneration 
save for a cultural heritage they understand 
and love. That is why I want to give the 
public library a central place in our plans 
for the postwar world. I want it to be 
able and eager to make books a living part 
of the citizen's personality. If it does that 
with imagination and pride, our democracy 
is safe. For if it does that it will make 
men and women care for the great books of 
the world. And it is the glory of the great 
book that makes the human spirit an un- 
quenchable flame which lights up a future 
of hope for the generations yet to be born. 


From “The Library in the Postwar 
World” by Harold J. Laski 


Manchester Review, summer 1944. 
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Bird's-eye View of Materials on Latin America, for 


Libraries Planning to Celebrate Pan American Day, April 14 


Pan American Panorama 


Orea M. PETERSON 


HIS IS advisedly subtitled a bird's- 

eye view. Many are the agencies 

promoting inter-Ámerican under- 
standing, and ample is the output of books, 
pamphlets, films, records, and pictures. 
'The problem for the librarian is not the 
resourceful search for materials but the 
selection of those best suited to community 
needs. ‘There are a few key sources. The 
U.S. Office of the Coordinator of Inter- 
American Affairs, Washington, D.C., 
known to its intimates as C.I.A.A., is the 
chief of these, since it centralizes in one 
agency information about all existing 
sources of program aid and distributes ma- 
terials produced by other sources as well as 
its own. Not all of its materials are free, 
but most of them are. 
complete program-planning service in some 
areas through regional offices and officially 
recognized representative agencies, known 
as Inter-American Centers. In eighteen 
states not served by centers, Educational 
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C.I.A.A. offers. 


Service Bureaus have been established. 
Lists of centers and bureaus may be ob- 
tained on request to the C.I.A.A. or the 
Council for Inter-American Cooperation, 
30 Rockefeller Plaza, New York City. 
Speakers’ lists are maintained; free films 
are supplied; information on loan exhibits, 
small, middle-size, and king-size, is avail- . 
able. Publications of many sorts are free 
or inexpensive, and some are supplied in 
quantity for distribution. 

The librarian who plans a Pan American 
book week has an opportunity to direct 
public attention to the part libraries are 
playing in inter-American cultural rela- 
tions. This is a little-publicized aspect of 
the good neighbor policy and one which 
fits very appropriately into the local li- 
brary's program. The local library shines 
in reflected glory, because United States 
books and librarians are among the 
interpreters building the foundations of 
inter-American understanding. Librarians 
planning to use the role of books and librar- 
ies in intercultural relations as the topic for 
talks in the library and to clubs may pro- 
cure information from back numbers of 
the 4.L.A. Bulletin and from the A.L.A. 
International Relations Office, Library of 
Congress Ánnex, Washington, D.C. 

Commercial agenciés dealing with Latin 
America, Latin American -embassies and 
consulates, the foreign departments of many 
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banks, and local chambers of commerce, dis- 
tribute a variety of materials, including 
pamphlets, maps, posters, and pictorial 
charts. Local museums often lend exhibits 
to other educational agencies, and owners 
of many private collections of art objects 
will sometimes lend their possessions. 
Private owners can be traced through Inter- 
American Regional Demonstration Centers 
or Educational Service Bureaus and often 
through museums or universities. If none 
'of these resources is available, editors of 
local papers will often run an appeal for 
exhibit materials as a news item. 


General Sources of Materials 
Commercial agencies 

American Airlines, 100 E. 42nd St, New 
York City. 

Middle American Information Bureau, Box 
93, Station Y, New York City 21. (Con- 
ducted by United Fruit Company.) 

Moore McCormack Steamship Line, 5 
Broadway, New York City. 

National Matté Institute of Brazil, 120 
W. 42nd St., New York City. 

National Railways of Mexico, National 

Building, San Antonio. 

' Pan American Airways, 135 E. 42nd Bt, 
New York City. 

Pan Americán Coffee Bureau, 120 Wall 
St, New York City. 

U.S. Chamber of Commerce, 1615 H St., 
N.W., Washington, D.C. 


Official or semiofficial representatives of 
Latin American countries 


American-Brazilian Association, 10 Rocke- 
feller Plaza, New York City. 


American-Guatemalan Association, 1775 
Broadway, New York City. 
Argentine-American Chamber of Com- 


merce, 111 Fulton St., New York City. 
Brazilian Government Trade Bureau, 551 
Fifth Ave., New York City. 
Chilean-American Association, 31 Nassau 
St, New York City. 
Colombian-American Chamber of Com- 
“merce, 21 West St, New York City. 
Cuban Chamber of Commerce in the U.S., 
67 Wall St, New York City: 


Dominican Chamber of Commerce of U.S., 
20 "Rockefeller Plaza, New York City. 
Ecuadorian-American Chamber of Com- 
merce, 2 Broadway, New York City. 
Mexican Chamber of Commerce of U.S., 
60 Wall St, New York City. 
Mexican Government ‘Tourist 
630 Fifth Ave., New York City. 
Pan American Information Service, 154 
Nassau St, New York City. 
Peruvian-American Association, 111 Fulton 
St, New York City. ° 
Uruguayan Official Information Service, 
Hotel Waldorf-Astoria, New York City. 
Venezuelan Chamber of Commerce of 
U.S., 19 Rector St, New York City. 


Bureau, 


, United States government agencies (All of 


these publish informative pamphlets and 
bibliographies. Some issue maps, charts, etc. 
In all cases, Washington, D.C., is sufficient 
address.) 


Library of Congress, Hispanic Division. 

Pan American Union. (Not a U.S. agency, 
but \the official international organization of 
the twenty-one republics of the Western 
Hemisphere, useful to libraries chiefly for its 
publications, sold at a nominal charge.) 

Smithsonian Institution. 

U.S. Department of Agriculture, Division 
of Inter-American Agricultural Relations. 

U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of 
Foreign and Domestic Commerce, 

U.S, Office of Education, Division of Inter- 
American Educational Relations. 


Materials of Special Types 

Display items 

Latin American Village, 121 Monterey 
Ave., P.O. Box 231, El Monte, Calif. Sells 
illustrated charts and maps, flags, posters, 
hand-carved native dolls in costume. 

National Geographic Society, 16th & M 
Sts, N.W., Washington, D.C. School 
bulletins; sets of pictures previously printed 
in the National Geographic. Sold only in sets - 
of 48 and 96 sheets at 30¢ and 50f per packet. 


Exhibits 


American Federation of Arts, Barr Build- 


“ing, N.W., Washington, D.C. 
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American Institute of Graphic Arts, 115 E. 
40th St, New York City. Latin American 
bookmaking. 

Chicago Field Museum, Chicago. Flora, 
geology, anthropology, and animal life. 

Pan American League, 3555 Ponciana Ave., 
Miami, Fla. Exhibitions and Crafts Com- 
mittee assembles exhibits. 

U.S. Office of Education, Library Service 
Division, Washington, D.C. Traveling ex- 
hibits of books, pictures, and objects in display 
cases. 


Films 


'The Coordinator's Office has produced 
many 16mm. films concerning the other 
American republics for showing in the 
United States. All of these are in sound, 
many are in cólor. Such pictures as "Our 
Neighbors Down the Road," “Mexico 
Builds a Democracy," and several Disney 
films, make informative and entertaining 
programs for all kinds of groups. These 
films are available in depositories through- 
out the country. ‘These depositories are 
usually extension services of colleges and 
universities and commercial film dealers in 
various cities. A catalog of films is distrib- 
uted by the Coordinator's Office, but for 
information concerning the film program, 
write to the nearest depository or inter- 
American center. Educational Screen issues 
the most complete list of documentaries: 
1001, the Blue Book of Films, which may 
be ordered for 75¢ from 64 E. Lake St., 
Chicago. In Canada films on Latin America 
are available from the National Film Society 
of Canada, Ottawa. Agencies handling 
Latin American films are: 


Encyclopaedia Britannica Films, 
Broadway, New York City. 

Julien Bryan, 291 W. 12th St., New York 
City. 

Grace Line, 9 Hanover Square, New York 
City. 

International Film Center, 59 E. Van 
Buren St., Chicago. 

Moore McCormack Steamship Line, 5 
Broadway, New York City. 
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Pictorial Films, R-K.O. Building, New 
York City. 


Maps 


American Automobile Association, Foreign 
Division, Pennsylvania Ave. at 17th St, 
N.W., Washington, D.C. 

American Geographic Society, Broadway at 
156th St, New York City. Map of Hispanic 
America in 107 sheets. 

Dennoyer-Geppert Company, 5235 Ravens- 
wood Ave., Chicago. Commercial publishers 
of pictorial, physical, and economic maps. 

Educational Research Bureau, 1321 M St. 
N.W., Washington, D.C. Pan American 
histograph by A. Curtis Wilgus. In color. 254. 

National Geographic Society, 16th & M 
Sts. N.W., Washington, D.C. ‘Ten-color 
wall maps of South and Central America. 
Paper, 504; linen, $1. 

La Nueva Democracia, 254 Fourth Ave., 
New York City. Pictorial map of Brazil in 
ten colors. 80f. 


Music 


There is a popular album of Latin Amer- 
ican songs and dances, with piano ac- 
companiments, arranged by Xavier Cugat. 
Entitled “The Other Americas," it is pub- 
lished by Edward Marks, New York City. 
The price is $1. Bibliographies of music 
and dances have been issued by the Music 
Library Association and the Music Divi- 
sion of the Library of Congress Some 
commercial firms selling records of Latin - 
American music are: 


Columbia Recording Corporation, Bridge- 
port 8, Conn. 

Consolidated Records, 
New York City. 

Decca Records, 50 W. 52nd St, New York 
City. 

General Records, 1600 Broadway, New 
York City. 


1600 Broadway, 


Speakers 

The Speakers Bureau of C.I.A.A. main- 
tains biographical information on more 
than one thousand qualified speakers on a 
wide range of inter-American subjects. A 
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geographically arranged list of speakers is 
issued at the beginning of the lecture seasón 
in the fall and bulletins are issued subse- 
'quently every four to six weeks announc- 
ing the latest whereabouts, travel plans, 
$peaking activities, and availability of the 
speakers on the list. The list and bulletins 
will be sent on request, as will biographical 
data on any of the speakers. The Inter- 
American Centers and Educational Service 
Bureaus are also prepared to suggest locally 
available speakers and, from time to time, 
‘Latin American visitors. 

In addition there are other agencies which 
may be helpful. The Committee on Friendly 
Relations among Foreign Students, 347 
Madison Ave., New York City, keeps rec- 
ords of Latin American students in the 
United States and issues an annual annotated 
brochure entitled The Unofficial Ambas- 
sadors. The International Institute of 
Ibero-American Literature, Tulane Uni- 
versity, New Orleans, prepares lists of 
Latin American scholars available for lec- 
tures during the summer in the United 
States and acts as coordinating agency for 
the necessary arrafigements. The Institute 
of International Education, Washington, 
D.C., has a list of all Latin American stu- 
dents in the country. The C.I.A.A. issues 
a weekly list of all Latin American visitors, 
available on request. 


Community groups interested 


Almost all national men's and women's 
organizations have recognized the impor- 
tance of inter-American understanding in 
some way, and many have developed na- 
tional programs in support of it. Libraries 
can expect cooperation of local branches and 
chapters of the following, among others: 

American Association of University Women 

American Federation of Labor 


American Federation of Teachers 
American Legion 


American Legion Auxiliary 

American Junior Red Cross 

Associated Country Women of the World 

B'nai B'rith 

Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts 

Camp Fire Girls 

General Federation of Women's Clubs 

International Altrusa A 

Kiwanis Ipternational 

Lions International . 

National Congress of Parents and Teach- 
ers 

National Council of Catholic Men 

National Council of Catholic Women 

National Federation of Business and Pro- 
fessional Women's Clubs 

National League of Women Voters 

Quota Club 

Rotary International 

United Council of Church Women 

U.S. Junior Chamber of Commerce 

U.S. Chamber of Commerce 

Young Men's and Young Women's Chris- 
tian Associations 


Books and pamphlets 


It is not our intention to swell the bib- 
liographic tide with another book list on 
Latin America or even with a directory of 
book lists. The American Library Asso- 
ciation, the National Education Association, 
and the Pan American Union have pub- 
lished bibliographies, to mention only three 
of many. But there are a few agencies 
which have issued useful materials on Latin 
America, and librarians may want to be 
reminded of them: 


The American Academy of Political and 
Social Science, 3457 Walnut St., Philadelphia. 

Educational Research Bureau, 1321 M St., 
N.W., Washington, D.C. y 

The Foreign Policy Association, 8 W. 
4oth St., New York City. . 

The American Council of Learned Socie- 
ties, 1219 16th St, N.W., Washington, D.C. 

The Institute of Pacific Relations, 129 E. 
52nd St, New York City. _ 

Carnegie Endowment for International 
Peace, 700 Jackson Pl, Washington, D.C. 

Council on Foreign Relations, 45 E. 6sth 
St., New York City. 





The Trustees Division Sponsors This 
Article on Library Interrelationships 


The Trustee, the Library, and the Public 


James M. ROSENTHAL 


HE LiBRARY on whose board of 
| trustees I serve is not a public li- 
.brary in the sense of being pub- 
licly owned or even publicly operated. The 
ownership is in a cotporation organized 
some seventy years ago under a special act 
of legislature. The corporation is composed 
of a self-perpetuating board of trustees, with 
the addition of thxee city officials serving ex 
officio. ‘The board has entire control of the 
operation of the library. The financial sup- 
port, to an increasingly large extent, comes 
from the city treasury, appropriated by the 
mayor and city council. ‘The library serves 
the entire population of our city. If the 
government of our library is not by the 
people, it is distinctly for the people. 
What are the duties of trustees to the 
financial support of the library? To my 
mind, assuming that the city is not in the 
grip of a depression, the desired and neces- 
sary support will be forthcoming if the 
public has a friendly attitude toward the 
library. That friendly attitude will arise 


@Mr. Rosenrnar, a lawyer, has practiced law in 
Pittsfield, Mass., since 1912 and has been city so- 
licitor since 1938. He received an A.B. from Harvard 
College and an LL.B. from Harvard Law School and 
is a member of Phi Beta Kappa. As a member of the 
board of trustees of Berkshire Athenaeum, Pittsfield's 
public library, since 1932 and president of the board, 
1937-44, Mr. Resenthal says his only achievement has 
been “having sense enough to keep still while Francis 
H. Henshaw does a magnificent job as librarian.” 
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and continue to exist as long as the public - 
is convinced that the library and its staff 
are doing their best to serve the public. . If 
that part of the staff which meets the public 
is obliging, if the books that the reading 
public asks for are available at the library, 
if the building is open at hours convenient’ 
to the public, including especially the em- 
ployed public, then that friendly attitude 
will be created. With cordial relations 
between the library and the public, requests 
of the board of trustees or of the librarian 
for reasonable appropriations will usually 
be honored by the mayor and city council. 
At least that is our experience. If the 
library does its work efficiently and with 
proper regard for public desires, financial 
support will almost inevitably be forthcom- 
ing. But the service must precede the ap- 
propriations. 

What part does the trustee play? He 
should keep in touch with as many people 
as he can, especially for the purpose of find- 
ing out whether or not they are satisfied 
with their library. If they are not, he 
should find out the reasons, take up the 
complaint with the librarian, get his ex- 
planation, and, if necessary, publicize it. 
To give an instance, for certain reasons 
our library found it desirable to close Satur- 
day afternoons. Complaints followed. 
One of our trustees reported them to the 
librarian. His explanation seemed reason- 


. able. A letter signed by the president of 


r 
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the board appeared in our local paper, and 
the complaints ceased to be audible. Ap- 
parently our public was satisfied that we 
were doing the best we could, and the ap- 
propriations in all probability wont be 
lessened. Perhaps, because the situation 
was partly financial, they will be increased. 

'The trustee should keep in touch with 
the librarian and staff. He should see that 
their respective compensations are high 
enough to afford trained librarians but not 
so high that they would result in a budget 
which the appropriating municipal authori- 
ties would consider out of line. The 
trustee should then stand ready to explain 
and make clear the training required to fill 
the positions and that such training must 
be paid for. 

Finally, the trustee must act as an arbiter 
in determining the proportions of the li- 
brary’s financial resources for current ex- 


penditures. After all, the success or failure 
of a library, from the standpoint of the 
public, is whether it has the books which 
the public wants. These are usually the 
books most recently published. If the sup- 
ply of books is scant, the library generally 
loses favor, regardless of the skill or cour- 
tesy of the library staff. This makes it im- 
portant that the trustee convince the public 
that a certain standard of appropriations is 
required if the library is not to suffer in 
the quality of its books or its personnel. 

The trustee has the duty of doing his 
best to see that the civic attitude toward the 
library is friendly and that the library, by 
its service, deserves this goodwill. It will 
then take little persuasive power to induce 
those in charge of the municipal treasury to 
appropriate what the forward-looking li- 
brarian finds necessary for the operation of 
a progressive and efficient library. 


Building the Peace 


` Y reraries will shortly have the opportunity 
E to give leadership and assistance in a 
nationwide program of study on the prob- 

_lems of building the peace Many organ- 
izations are planning to emphasize the study 
of these questions in the next few months 
and especially in the month of May. The 
Department of State and other govern- 
mental agencies will give active assistance to 
this program. 

The Department of State is preparing 
four Foreign Affairs Outlines on the theme, 
“Building the Peace." The leaflets will 
deal with the problems of (1) preventing 
war, (2) achieving world prosperity, (3) 
advancing social progress, and (4) extend- 
ing freedom. Each outline will contain 

- approximately 2500 words of text, questions 
for discussion, and references. The Ameri- 
can Library Association is assisting in the 


1 See also President Vitz's statement on page 70. 
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preparation of the bibliography. 

These outlines are being prepared in re- 
sponse to widespread demand for simple but 
authoritative accounts of the ways in which 
our government is cooperating with other 
governments in building a peaceful world 
order. They will be distributed in part 
through the many national organizations 
which are urging their members to study 
these questions, through the Office of Educa- 
tion, and through other government agen- 
cles. Libraries should be a major channel 
of distribution. 

The public will be urged by radio and 
press to turn to their libraries for copies of 
the outlines and other materials for study 
and discussion. "Thus, demand for addi- 
tional copies of the outline will be directed 
to local libraries. 

Further details of the program will be 
announced in the next issue of the Bulletin. 


Activities of Libraries and Library Associations E 
Gleaned from Letters, Reports, and Bulletins 


What They're Doing 


N COOPERATION with community agen- 
I cies interested in demobilization and 

rehabilitation, several libraries have 
published directories to services and oppor- 
tunities in their areas. Many of them have 
set up special bureaus to handle requests 
from veterans and their families. In San 
.Diego the Community Council for Educa- 
tion has assigned a trained counselor to the 
library. The Lakewood, Ohio, Public 
Library has organized a veterans’ informa- 
tion and postwar planning service. Many 
communities have set up municipal councils 
or committees to plan demobilization serv- 
ices, and in many cases libraries are serving 
as the coordinating agencies and channels of 
information for the public. The Canadian 


Library Council has issued a Rehabilitation 
Manual. 


Letters to Veterans 


The Shreveport, La., Chamber of Com- 
merce has prepared a letter addressed to 
all Shreveport men in service and has 
sent it to their parents or next of kin for 
transmission with a personal note. The 
letter outlines opportunities for the return- 
ing veteran, both educational and vocational, 
and invites the man in service to write for 
information about any vocation or business 
he plans to enter. The letter also refers to 
various agencies set up to assist him when 
he comes back. 

Libraries may consider either sending 
such a letter themselves or encouraging local 
chambers of commerce or other organiza- 
tions to do so. If the latter course is chosen, 
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the library should of course be: mentioned 


in the letter. 


` Promoting Citizenship Education 


A “Campaign against Ignorance” has 
been launched by the Grand Rapids Public 
Library. Being disturbed by the results 


‘of the public opinion research survey at 


Princeton last spring, which showed that 
Americans do not know the essentials facts 
for intelligent citizenship, the library started 
a project of furthering knowledge and 
interest. in topics of national and inter- 
national importance. ‘The library is offer- 
ing a series of weekly questions and answers 
on civic, economic, and social information. 
Typical questions are: "Do you know—.: 
how treaties are made for the United States 
of America?" “Do you know—what 
countries of Latin America are numbered 
among the United Nations?" "Do you know 
— what educational opportunities the G.I. 
Bill provides for the returned veteran?" 
'These questions and answers are being 
distributed by the library in leaflets and 
the radio stations and newspapers are using 
them each week. A number of local agen: 

cies have joined with the public library in 


promoting this project. The radio stations, 


the newspapers, clubs and organizations, 
like the Kiwanis Club and the League of 
Women Voters, have been very enthusiastic 
in their assistance. 


Peruvian Intern at Rochester 


The Rochester Public Library, Roches- | 
ter, N.Y., has employed a Peruvian li- 
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brarian for a year of internship. According 
to John Adams Lowe, the librarian, Señor 
Malaga is being drilled particularly on the 
circulation of books. It is expected that 
a year of employment in an American 
public library will be of invaluable assistance 
to Latin American librarians in learning 
about our methods of library administration 
and technique. 


British Columbia Joins Labor 
By a large majority, the members of the 
British Columbia Library + Association at 
its convention in June voted to affiliate 
themselves with the Trade and Labour 
Congress of Canada. 


Canadian: Library Film 
The Fraser Valley Union Library was 
selected as typical of regional library serv- 
ice by the National Film Board of Canada 
which is producing a two-reel film about 
the library's regional service. The opposite 
page shows various aspects of the service 
as photographed by the National Film 

Board. i 

Lincoln’s Advertising 
Library Association of Portland, Ore., 
is not the only library which has been 
given free publicity by a local firm, accord- 
ing to Stewart W. Smith, librarian of the 
Lincoln City Library. Mr. Smith reports 
that a local utility company subsidized a 
series of four advertisements which appeared 
on consecutive Mondays in Lincoln’s three 
daily papers. The ads were in the form of 
letters addressed to the citizenry from Mr. 
Smith and carried no mention of the name 
of the donor of the space except the state- 
ment “This space made available by Friends 
of the Library." The ads cover the library's 
telephone service, the cost of library service 
and its value in terms of dollars and cents, 
the individual and his postwar plans, and 
the library's advisory service on selecting 
subscription, general, and children's books. 


WHAT THEY'RE DOING . 97 


T.V.4. Regional Service 


The Knoxville Journal devoted the 
Cavalcade Section of its Sunday, December 
31, issue to the T.V.A. Regional Library 
Service. The section included several pic- 
tures describing the service. According to 
Bernard L. Foy, president, the Journal 
supplied the East Tennessee Library Club 
with -150 extra copies of this feature for 
distribution to all the state. legislators. 


Staff Member Meets with Board 


In October the Board of Library Com- 
missioners of Los Angeles suggested that 
the library staff association be asked to send 
its president, on library time, to every board 
meeting. The board also authorized the 
president to bring to the meeting with him 
one other staff member. The board has 
expressed itself as hoping that free discus- 
sion and suggestion will result from this 
representation of the staff association at its 
meetings. 


Tennessee Book Program 


WJHL, a Blue Network station, has 
started a new radio program called “Watch 
the Books You Buy” in Johnson City, 
Tenn. McBerney Burleson, librarian of 
the East Tennessee State College, is com- 
mentator on the program which is broad- 


' cast each Wednesday immediately follow- 


ing the, Ford news broadcast "Watch the 
World Go By." Mr. Burleson selects 
one new book of'fiction and one new book 
of nonfiction each week, gives a brief de- _ 
scription of the plot, and suggests what type ` 
of reader each book would satisfy. Once 
a week a juvenile is recommended for cer- 
tain age groups. 


Library Christmas Greetings 


_New Orleans Public Library sent out 
Christmas greetings this year on 4 sheet of 
heavy red paper, folded once, and carrying 
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the address and "Season's Greetings, New 

: Orleans Public Library, 1944" on the front. 
'The inside, mimeographed in the shape of 
' a Christmas tree, carried the following in- 
formation: ` 


We now have one main branch—seven 
little branches and a bookmobile which visits 
nine neighborhoods. We are growing rapidly 
—seventy-one staff members, two hundred 
and seventy-four thousand books and 
hundreds of new borrowers each month. We 
have answered 32,260 reference questions 
since last January, 11,858 telephone calls and 
circulated 144,000 books, We have dis- 
tributed 5,500 reading lists, contributed 
weekly newspaper lists and radio programs, 
planned forums, book reviews and worked 
with civic, social, educational, and industrial 
groups. We hope, to see you here early in 
the happy new, year. 


Brooklyn Referral Cards’ 


Brooklyn Public Library has distributed 
to the one hundred Selective Service local 


boards in its community and to offices of. 


the U.S. Employment Service, copies in 
quantity of 3 by 5 referral cards reading: 


To Veterans and War Workers 


If you want help in preparing for a trade, 
learning a craft, or indulging a hobby, you 


are cordially invited to use the extensive’ 


facilities of the Brooklyn Public Library.. 
Our main building is on Grand Army Plaza 
(Eastern Parkway station of the I.R.T.); 


the 34 branch libraries are listed in the’ 


Brooklyn telephone book. n 
Bring this card and exchange it for the 
privilege of borrowing books from any branch 
of the 
Brooklyn Public Library 


It is expected that, as soon as the situa- 
tion permits, the library will make the cards 
available to the scores of Brooklyn plants 
now doing war work. 


Identifying A.L.A. Members 


We have just heard of a plan of the 
New Jersey Library Association by which 
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at future state association meetings it is 
hoped to distinguish A.L.A. members by 
giving them a special name card when 
they register. Other state library associa- 
tions and local groups which are A.L.A. 
chapters may be interested in adoptirig some- 
thing similar at their meetings. 


Poetry Broadcasts 


The Brooklyn Public Library is present- 
ing a series of poetry readings by the poets 
themselves over station WNYC. The first 
reading was by William Rose, Benét in 
December, and Padraic Colum, Alfred 
Kreymborg, and Marianne Moore are 
scheduled for spring. Displays are used 
throughout the library system in connection 


with each broadcast. 


Anniversary Calendar 


In celebration of the seventy-fifth an- 
niversary of the Cleveland Public Library, 
the Library Workers Association has pub- 
lished an unusual anniversary calendar. 
Illustrated by photographs of the library 
and its services, the calendar also contains 
material describing these services, special 
dates in the history of the library, excerpts 
from letters and books, news notes of vari- 
ous collections, etc., all written in a concise, 
interesting, and often humorous manner. 

Interested librarians may secure the 
calendar from the Cleveland Public Li- 
brary Workers Association for one dollar. 


Reading Off Fines 


Children at the McClelland Public Li- 
brary, Pueblo, Colo., are allowed to read 
off their fines by returning their next books 
on time for four times in succession. Fines 
may be paid if the child prefers but, if not 
and he incurs more fines due to carelessness, 
before the first is read off, he may be asked 
to report eight times in succession. 'The 
system has been in use for two years and, 
although it makes added work for the 
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children's librarian, it gives her personal 
contact with children who may need special 
attention and also allows the children to 
continue to use the library instead of hold- 
ing their cards until fines are paid, thus 
defeating the purpose of the library. 

The librarians consider the system suc- 
cessful, since the object of a fine system is 
not to collect money but to assure the re- 
turn of books. 


Library Week in Hawaii 


For several years the Library of Hawaii 
in Honolulu has celebrated Book Week as 
Library Week-as well., Heretofore, this 

` has consisted of displays, pageants; and an 
open house, but the librarians felt that they 
were not quite achieving their purposes and, 
therefore, expanded their program consid- 
erably this year. Sixteen business firms 
were sent a letter asking that they con- 


Official U. S. Marine Corps Photo 


tribute their advertising space in one of the 
local papers for just one day. during Li- 
brary Week. All but one of the firms 
agreed and some of the firms even paid to 
have photographs taken. Every paper ap- 
pearing during.the week carried a story 
about the library’s activities. The morning 
Honolulu Advertiser had a front-page’ 
article on the Sunday before Library Week 
and later in the week had a spread of candid ' 
camera pictures taken in the library during 
working hours. i ' 

In addition to the newspaper publicity, 
some of the business firms contributed part 
of their radio time and the announcers 
helped in the preparation of the radio pro- 
grams. The three fifteen-minute programs 


-used were on the blind department and the 


blind teacher who runs it, on the new 
department for young adults, and on gen- 
eral information. 





100 


'The publicity librarian, Katherine Mc- 
Mahan, said “The most important thing 
was the willingness on the part of business- 
men to cooperate far beyond our wildest 
dreams. In all we were given over three 
thousand dollars worth of paid advertis- 
ing" — 

New Mexico Advances ` - 

A recent New Mexico Library Bulletin 
reports that for the first time a New Mex- 
ico library has a librarian who devotes her 
full time to work with children. Albu- 
querque is the fortunate city. 

As a result of the phenomenal increase 
in the circulation of the library in Hot 
Springs N.M., the city increased its ap- 
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propriation sixfold, from one hundred : to 
six hundred dollars. 


Librarians dttend Legislative Sessions 


A major part of the Ohio Library Asso- 
ciation's celebration of its fiftieth anniver- 
sary was its attending en masse a hearing 
before the Education Committee of the 
Ohio House of Representatives. The bill 
under discussion proposes to set up a com- 
mission to make a two-year survey of li- 
braries and library legislation in the state. 
One of the four speakers for the bill was 
Carl Vitz, who.spoke as the President of 
the A.L.A. and as a former Ohio librarian. 

L. D. 


Enrolments in Library Schools, 1044-45 


F OR THE FIRST TIME since 1940, when 
the decline in enrolments began, the 


library schools report an increase in the. 


number of students in comparison with 
the preceding year. Ten hundred thirty-two 
students are now enrolled in the thirty-two 
accredited library schools in the United 
States, whereas 917 students were enrolled 
in the fall of 1943. Although the total figure 
still falls below that for 1942, even a slight 
increase in enrolment is an encouraging sign. 

Nine hundred fourteen students, includ- 
` ing 46 men, are enrolled in accredited 
curricula leading to the first professional de- 
: gree. Five hundred sixty of these students 
are carrying full-time programs and 354 
part-time programs. 

Students enrolled for study toward 
higher degrees total 118 in contrast to 97 
in the fall of 1943 and 133 in 1942. 
Twenty men and 98 women are included. 
, Attendance at the summer sessions, 1944, 
exceeded that in 1943 by 58 students. 
Twenty-one library schools enrolled 1367 
students and granted 223 degrees for com- 

_ pletion of the basic curriculum, and 4 schools 
granted 41 higher degrees. 


The two Canadian library schools also 
report gains. Forty-one students are en- 
rolled in 1944-45, whereas 25 full-time stu- 
dents attended these schools in 1943-44. 

Requests from employers for both ex- 
perienced and inexperienced library school 
graduates still far outnumber the candi- 
dates available. Salaries for graduates of 
the 1944 classes were in general from $200 
to $300 higher than for graduates of 1943, 
with $1800 as the average salary reported 
by most of the library schools. 

'The library schools emphasize the need 
for continued efforts in recruiting by li- 
brarians and library organizations. Special 
recruiting material issued in the past year 
has done much to present library.service to 
young men and women in high schools and 
colleges. No means of recruiting, however, 
is so effective as the personal contacts of a 
librarian with young people in his own com- 
munity. Efforts of the schools, their alumni, 
and groups of librarians this year are being 
directed intensively toward informing coun- 
selors of young people in colleges and in high 
schools about library service as a career. —— 

Anita M. HOSTETTER 


The American Library in Paris 


HE UNDERSIGNED took over the 
administrative direction of the li- 
brary on Jan. 2, 1945.1 He was 

taken to the library by Robert T. Pell, of 
the American Embassy, who presented him 
to the acting directress during the last three 
years, Mme. la Comtesse de Chambrun. 
The library was functioning busily. 
There were many users of the library taking 
books out or returning them to an extent 
that the staff was fully occupied simply in 
meeting the demands of the users. The 
. clientele appeared to be as much French as 
American; possibly there were even more 
French than Americans. Among the latter, 
there was noted an appreciable number of 
men and women from the American armed 
forces, with emphasis upon enlisted men and 
women, although an occasional officer was 
to be seen as well. ‘The inescapable first 
impression was that here was an American 
institution carrying on an active business. . . . 
A random sampling of those using the 
library has revealed the following. Even 
as I mounted the steps to enter the library 
` for the first time, an American lady who 
had been in Paris throughout the four years 
of the German occupation discovered my 
identity and expressed forthwith what was 
clearly heartfelt gratitude for the solace 
which the library had afforded her and her 
friends during those four long years. Inside, 
a young French abbé was found busily ex- 
amining the periodical files and discussing 
them with a fellow Frenchman. Ah Ameri- 
can private soldier was engaged in conversa- 
tion in facile French with a member of the 
staff as he was taking out the libretto of the 
opera which he was to hear on the following 
evening. A member of the historical section 
of the U.S. Army was seeking a picture of 


1'This article is cömpased of excerpts from an in- 
formal report on the library. 
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a French battle scene of the Napoleonic 
Wars. A middle-aged French woman was 
exchanging comment with a member of the 
staff about the works of an American writer 


whom she had just discovered. A member 
of the Paris staff of the O.W.I. was re- 


questing the loan of a copy of the Dewey 


Decimal Classification and other cataloging 
tools. A WAC was asking for the renewal 
of James Harvey Robinsons Mind in the 
Making. ... These-examples can be multi- 
plied almost indefinitely. . . . 

And, to crown all for the moment, the 
library is at present entirely without heat 
of any sort whatever, because of the lack of 
fuel in the Paris area. 

That the library is nevertheless operating 
actively despite handicaps seems to augur 
well for what it can do under improved 
conditions as rapidly as these can be effected. 
Preliminary investigation indicates that the 
library has apparently been able to keep its 
integrity as an institution throughout the 
vicissitudes of the last four years. As an 
American library it appears to have the 
goodwill of the French people. Now, with 
a fresh period in its existence about to be 
entered upon, with the possibility of bring- 
ing its collections up to date with the ma- 
terials which are so eagerly sought by the 
French after four years of having been cut 
off from the rest of the world, and with the 
possibility of drawing directly once again 
upon the best of American library experi- 
ence as its staff can become progressively 
strengthened by the addition of trained 
American librarians, the library has before 
it potentialities which, under existing condi- 
tions in France, challenge to the highest de- 
gree its powers and abilities. 

= Mizton E. Lorp 

Reorganization Director 


Planning for School Libraries: 


STEPHEN 


HIS BULLETIN! was a cooperative 
venture, roughed out by the Com- 

mittee on Postwar Planning of the 

A.L.A. Division of Libraries for Children 
and Young People and its American Asso- 
ciation of School Librarians and then sub- 
mitted for criticism to.twenty-six additional 
librarians as well as to a larger number of 
representative school administrators and 
supervisors and officers of educational or- 
ganizations. As the title implies, standards 
which school libraries should meet are de- 
scribed. Almost nothing is said about how 
to reach these standards—about how to get 
` from here-and-now to there-and-then. No 
descriptions are given of schools that come 
up to the Á.L.A's expectations. The 
standards themselves, however, are enlight- 
ened and well put. That is all that could 
be expected in a forty-four-page bulletin. 
After defining the school library as “an 
integral part of the educational prográm 
which it serves" (p. 4) and stating tersely 
but clearly the purpose of school libraries, 
the committee submitted its implementing 
prescriptions under five headings: (a) serv- 
ice to pupils and teachers (3p.) ; (b) stand- 
1 School Libraries for Today and Tomorrow; Func- 


tions and Standards. icago, American Library As- 
sociation, 1945. 44p. $1. ‘ 
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ards of personnel (4p.) ; (c) book collection 
and other library resources (5p.); (d) 
housing the library (44p.) ; and (e) admin- 
istration, supervision, and extension (7p.). 

The reviewer's reaction to the statement 
(p. 9f) of the purposes of the school li- 
brary was that the vast majority of schools 
had better improve fast in order to be 
worthy of their better libraries. ‘This as- 
sumes that the purposes as stated are not 
too completely out of this world. Here are 
two of them: 


I. Provide boys and girls with the library 
materials and services most appropriate: and 
most meaningful in their growth and devel- 
opment as individuals. 

2. Participate with other teachers and ad- 
ministrators in programs for the continuing 
professional and cultural growth of the school 
staff. f 


School libraries (and librarians) which 
achieve even these two goals deserve very 
honorable mention. In its recommenda- 
tions of library service to pupils and teach- 
ers, the committee placed great stress upon 
the necessity for librarians to work with 
people rather than to tell them what they 
ought to do. This is in complete harmony 
with recent recommendations regarding 
teaching and supervisory methods. The 
committee contended further that the school 
library, serving “as an instructional agency 
without regard to grade levels or to subject 
fields" (p. x1), must help pupils learn to 
read, must contribute to their social and 
occupational development, and must aid in 
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teaching the use of reference works. 

With respect to personnel standards, the 
committee realized the fact that no school 
librarian alone can make a library func- 
tion. As is the custom of academic profes- 
sions, the “training” of the school librarian 
was stated in terms, not of competencies of 
things he must be able to do, but in terms 
of semester hours (thirty to thirty-six) of 
college training in library science. The 
teacher-librarian should qualify in twelve 
to eighteen semester hours. ‘To a non- 
librarian—and school librarians are always 
employed by nonlibrarians—this description 
of qualifications was not very meaningful. 

The recommendations dealing with book 
collections and other resources impressed 
‘the reviewer as being somewhat explicit. 
Not only was the number of book titles 
given but also the number of different 
volumes for schools ranging in population 
from two hundred. Even the minimum 
number of different magazines for elemen- 
tary and secondary schools of two hundred 
enrolment was specified. No explanation 
was given as to how these figures were 
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arrived at, which made the recommenda- 
tion, somewhat ex cathedra. * 

'The committee 'stipulated a library pro- 
viding at least twenty-five square feet per ' 
reader and a single room large enough to 
seat from I5 per cent (large schools) to 20 
per cent (small and medium size) of the 
School's population. Large schools need 
several reading rooms, each seating no more 
than one hundred pupils. All libraries 


-ought to be equipped with an eye to both 


beauty and utility. 

Stating standards in administrative mat- 
ters, the committee repeated its rule for: 
pupil-librarian ratios and finance: every 
school of two hundred enrolment needs a 
full-time librarian and should spend at least 
$1.50 per pupil annually for books and 
other library materials. 

The reviewer hopes this bulletin will be 
given wide publicity so that it will get into 
the hands of many school administrators - 
and school board members. Their ideas 
about the role a fine library can play in an 
educational program would be most bene- 
ficially influenced. 


Library Planning and Standards; A.L.A. Materials 


General 


Library Planning; A Working Memoran- 
dum. Louis R. Wilson. (Planning for Li- 
braries, No. 4) 94p. 1944. $1.50. 


Summarizes the paming carried on by the A.L.A. . 


and its boards and committees and by affiliated and 
related organizations and points out areas in which 
planning is needed. Not an official plan or a planning 
manual. 


A National Plan for Libraries. Reprinted 
from the 4.L.4. Bulletin for February 1939. 
16p. Adopted by the A.L.A. Council. 


Public Libraries 


Post-War Standards for Public Libraries. 
Prepared by the Committee on Postwar 
Planning of. the A.L.A., Carleton B. Joeckel, 


chairman. (Planning for Libraries, No. 1.) 
96p. 1943. $1.50. Adopted by the A.L.A. 
Council. 


Prepared at the request of the National Resources 
Planning Board. basic book for local, state, and 
national panning tor librarians, trustees, public offi- 
ces „and individuals and organizations interested in 
ibraries, P 


Standards and Planning for Public Li- 
braries. 12p. 1944. IO copies, $1; 50, $4.50; 
100, $8.50. 

FAL ovate Pa hs eee, Standards Tor 
and citizens. ` 
School Libraries 


School Libraries for Today and Tomor- 
row; Functions and Standards. Prepared by 
the Committee on Postwar Planning of the 
A.L.A. Division of Libraries for Children 
and Young People and its American Associa- 
tion of School Librarians, Mrs. Mary Peacock 
Douglas, chairman. (Planning for Libraries, 


No. 5) 44p. 1945. $1. Adopted by the 
A.L.A. Council. 
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Highlights from School Libraries for To- 
day and Tomorrow. 6p. 1945. 100 copies, 
$1; 500, $4; 1000, $7. 

A folder planned for use in introducing the standards 


to school administrators and teachers, to laymen, and 
to librarians in other fields, 


College and University Libraries 


“College and University Libraries and Li- 
brarianship; An Examination of Their Pres- 
ent Status and Some Proposals for Their 
Future Development.” Manuscript prepared 
by the College and University Postwar Plan- 
ning Committee of the A.L.A. and the 
A.C.R.L. Plans for publication not yet set- 
tled. 


Hospital Libraries 
Objectives and Standards for Hospital Li- 
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braries and Librarians. Committee on Stand- 
ards for Libraries and Librarians, Hospital 
Libraries Round Table of the A.L.A. 5p. 
1944. Mimeographed. Limitéd free distri- 
bution. Adopted by the A.L.A. Council. 


Prison Libraries 


Objectives and Standards for Libraries in 
Adult Prisons and Reformatories. 8p. 1944. 
Planographed. Limited free distribution. 


Approved by the Executive Committee, of the Ameri- 
an Frison Association as well as by the A.L.A 
ouncil, 


Personnel 
Postwar Library Personnel; A Report 
from the A.L.A. on Postwar Educational 
Opportunities for Service Personnel.  12p. 
1944. Mimeographed. (Department of Li- 
brary Education and Personnel.) 


libraries and Film Distribution 


I am concerned about the relationship be- 
tween the American. Library Association and 
educational leaders in the field of audio-visual 
aids. During the past two years I have been 
associated with the training aids programs 
of both the War and Navy Departments. 
As you probably know, the two military 
services have set up film libraries throughout 
the world for the distribution of films, film 
strips, recordings, slides, posters, devices, and 
sundry types of equipment to training units. 
Without exception, the personnel have had 
little, if any, professional library experience. 
I often felt that the services of a librarian, 
if utilized on no more than a consulting 
basis, would have been very helpful to the 
training aids program. à 

Most alarming is the general attitude of 
visual educators in uniform toward the dis- 
tribution of educational films in the postwar 
period. There seems to be an attitude that 
book libraries should be by-passed and that 
audio-visual departments or film libraries 
should be established in state, county, and 
city school systems. The logic behind this 


1Lt, Beck, now in the Navy Bureau of Personnel, 
wrote the above in a recent letter to the secretary of the 
A.L.A. Audio-Visual Committee, It underlines the 
conviction of the committee that libraries must provide 
films if local community groups, especially adult groups, 
are to have needed films, 
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position is difficult to comprehend unless the 
visual educators are intent on creating one- 
man spheres of influence for themselves. I 
feel that the library, being a source of books, 
maps, and microfilms, should also become a 
focal point for educational motion pictures, 
slides, and allied materials. 

I am on leave from the University of Ore- 
gon where I am a member of the instruc- 
tional staff of the psychology department. I 
look to our university library as a source of 
instructional materials. Consequently I am 
eager for the library to procure, care for, 
and loan such films, film strips, and other 
aids as I shall need in my teaching. More- 
over, I should like to see the library control 
the distribution of projector equipment and 
take responsibility for arranging previews of 
recent films and for training projector oper- 
ators. I realize that many of these opera- 
tions are foreign to the traditional concept 
of a library but I can see no reason why a 
progressive library should not take the ini- 
tiative in providing these services. It was 
primarily this concern that led me to inquire 
whether the American Library Association 
was continuing the type of investigation ini- 
tiated by Gerald McDonald in his book, Edu- 
sational Motion Pictures and Libraries. 

Lr. Lester F. Beck 


ALA. Council Minutes 


First Session 


HE A.L.A, Council met at the Drake 
Hotel, Oct. 13-14, 1944. The first ses- 
sion convened at 10:15 A.M., with the Presi- 
dent, Althea H. Warren, presiding. 
'The addresses of the President and Presi- 
dent-Elect, Carl Vitz, were presented (4.L.A. 
Bulletin, October 15, p. 407-16). 


Citation of Trustees 


Laurance J. Harwood, chairman of the 
Jury on Citation of Trustées, introduced 
Mrs. Lenore W. Smith, member of the Board 
of Trustees of the Public Library of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, and B. F. Coen, chairman 
of the board of trustees of the Larimer 
County Library and Public Library, Fort 
Collins, Colo., the two trustees to be cited 
for their distinguished service in the interest 
of libraries. (See 4.L.4. Bulletin, October 
15, p. 424-26.) President Vitz presented the 
citations. 

SECOND SESSION 


After a brief recess the second session con- 
vened at 11:30 A.M:, President Vitz presiding. 


Postwar Adult Education 


Harold F. Brigham, director of the Indi- 
ana State Library, Indianapolis, presided 
during the discussion of demobilization and 
postwar opportunities in adult education. In 
introducing the topic, he emphasized that the 
discussion focused on adult education as it 
related to the returned servicemen, to re- 
turned workers from industry, and to others, 
all as it related to opportunities for libraries, 
The speakers, presenting different points of 
view, were Ralph A. Ulveling, “A Large 
: Library," Ruth W. Gregory, “A Small Li- 
brary,’ and Arthur M. McAnally, “The 
College and University Library." ‘These 
papers appeared in the Dec. 1, 1944, issue of 
the 4.L.4. Bulletin, pages 471-83. 

In the discussion that followed, Ruth H. 
Shapiro presented the problems confronting 
labor, and Marian C. Manley, those of busi- 
ness, which point to opportunities for adult 
education in libraries. Mr. Brigham con- 


cluded the discussion with emphasis on two’ 
significant statements: first, that we must not 
wait for new staff, new money, additional 
materials, but that need and demand are be-- 
coming acute and we must adapt the resources 
at hand; second, that the library has need of 
cooperation on a- broader basis than before, 
that it must integrate its efforts with those of 
other agencies, beginning locally and extending . 
to regional and even national levels, 


Adult Education Board Statement 


Charles H. Compton, member of the Adult ' 
Education Board, presented the statement of 
policy from the Adult Education Board but 
preceded it by reading a letter from this board 
to the Executive Board requesting an adult 
education specialist on the A.L.A. Headquar- 
ters staff. The Adult Education Board state- 
ment appeared in the November A.L.4. 
Bulletin, p. 451. 


Committee on Chapters 


John Adams Lowe, chairman, presented the 
report of the committee which appeared in the 
A.L.A. Bulletin, November 1944, p. 466. 


Committee on Constitution and By-Laws 


E. W. McDiarmid, chairman, presented the 
following amendment: 


First: that representation of state, provincial, 
or regional chapters may be provided for every 
state-wide chapter, even though its membership 
may fall below the fifty minimum specified 
in the Constitution; the committee recommends 
that the words “or less" be added to the third 
line of Article IV, Section 1, of the By-Laws, to 
read “Each state, provincial, or regional chap- 
ter, and each division, shall elect one Councilor 
for its first fifty A.L.A. members or less." 


The Council voted to accept this amend- 
ment. 

Due to the lateness of the hour, the presen- 
tation of three other amendments was post- 
poned to the fourth session. 


Jury on Citation of Trustees 


Mr. Harwood presented the report of the 
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Jury on Citation of Trustees, saying the Jury 
felt that through the annual citation of two 
trustees for distinguished service, new inter- 
est has been created in trustees and in library 
service and movéd that the A.L.A. Council 
adopt a continuing plan to give national recog- 
nition to meritorious achievements through 
citations of outstanding library trustees under 
the same conditions as specified for the three- 
year trial period. (See Handbook, p. H-27.) 
It was voted that the recommendation be 
adopted. 
The second session adjourned at 1 P.M.: 


THIRD SESSION 


The third session convened at 2:45 P.M., 
October 13, with President Vitz presiding. 
Carleton B. Joeckel, chairman of the Postwar 
Planning Committee, was introduced and pre- 
sented for discussion the topic “Postwar Li- 
brary Planning.” 
: Postwar Library Planning 

. Dr. Joeckel emphasized in his introduction 
that no matter when the war ends or what 
answers to many politica] questions may be, 
we do know that the democratic government 
will survive- and that this places a heavy re- 
sponsibility on all institutions which serve the 
people of this nation. Planning is necessary, 
and success will come to those libraries which 
have blueprints in order and are prepared to 
act promptly and vigorously along carefully 
predetermined lines. State planning is not 
enough. Every city or county library, college 
and school library, should have its postwar 
plan. And finally, perhaps, every individual 
librarian should have his own personal plan 
for the future. 

Postwar standards that had been prepared 
were presented to the Council for approval 
(4.L.A. Bulletin, November 1944, p. 465-66). 


Committee on Intellectual Freedom 


Leon Carnovsky, chairman, presented the 
report of the committee. The proposal of an 
addition to the Library’s Bill of Rights was 
approved (4.L.4. Bulletin, November 1944, 
p. 449). Further action on recommendations 
was postponed to the next meeting. 


Relations with Local Library Groups 
Marian C. Manley, chairman, presented the 
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report of the Committee on Relations with 
Local Library Groups and on Membership 
Participation. ‘The following recommenda- 
tions from the committee were read as a unit 
and then each recommendation was presented 
and voted on separately: 


1. That a special committee be appointed at 
this session to study and to report at the next 
conference on placement work as a phase of 
Association activity, to recommend its discon- 
tinuance, its continuance under changed condi- 
tions, or whatever conclusions the committee 
may reach. 


Since the Executive Board had already ap- 
proved a recommendation that a survey be 
made, the Council voted to elect a Council 
cómmittee to ‘which, with the Board on 
Salaries, Staff, and Tenure. (now Board on 
Personnel Administration), the report of the 
surveyors would be presented for further 
study, the whole matter to come for final 
action to the Executive Board and to Council. 


2. That a special committee be appointed to 
study and make recommendations for action at 
the next conference on a public relations pro- 
gram for the Association, taking into considera- 
tion the part played by the Public Relations 
Committee, the Public Relations Office, and other 
interested groups. 


The Executive Secretary reported that at 
the recent meeting of the Budget Committee 
there was extended discussion of means of 
financing a public relations publicity program 
on a self-supporting library-contributing basis. 
The Council took no further action. 


3. That the committee, with the cooperation 
of members, the Executive Board and Council, 
and the Headquarters staff, plans to have its 
report ready for the next conference. 


'This pledge of action was not presented for 
action by the Council. 


4. That on the completion of the work of the 
committee, a fourth activities committee be ap- 
pointed for the re-evaluation of Headquarters 
methods of functioning, with its members drawn 
in part from this committee so that.the fourth 
activities committee may benefit by the related 
data and experience acquired through this study. 


After discussion the Council voted that no 
fourth activities committee should be author- 
ized or appointed until after this committee 
completes its work and makes its final report. 


A.L.4. COUNCIL MINUTES 


5. To provide opportunity for consideration 
and action so the Association may be prepared 
to utilize its resources of intellect, energy, and 
vision in the postwar world, the committee rec- 
ommends that an A.L.A. conference be held in 
June 1945, in Toronto if possible, otherwise in 
Chicago—and that the Council take whatever 
action is necessary to this end. 


According to the Constitution, the decision 
as to the conferences is made by the Execu- 
tive Board, but President Vitz asked for an 
expression from the Council as a guide for 
Executive Board action. The Council mem- 
bers by a vote of three to two expressed 
themselves in favor of a meeting of the As- 
sociation, 


Additional Placement Service. 


As a further item regarding personnel, the 
Executive Secretary reported that, as an ex- 
periment and in an effort to increase the 
personnel and placement services now ren- 
dered at Headquarters, announcements from 
libraries seeking employees and librarians 
seeking positions will be published in the 
A.L.A. Bulletin. The service will be open 
to individual and institutional members, and 
the rate for space used will be only enough 
to cover the added cost to the Bulletin. : 


Committee on Divisional Relations 


Upon recommendation of Wayne Shirley, 
chairman of the Committee on Divisional 
Relations, the Council voted for the estab- 
lishment of the Division of Public Libraries. 
This was the second affirmative vote which 
was necessary for the establishment of the 
division, the first having been taken by mail. 


A second recommendation presented was: 


` in accordance with A.L.A. By-Laws, Article 
VI, Section 2 (b), that the committee 
recommends the establishment of a Division 
of Hospital Libraries. The Council voted 
for the establishment of this new. division,1 
the official name to be determined later by the 
division. 


i Freedom of the Press Week 


In closing, President Vitz announced that 
the week of November 19-25 would be ob- 
served as Freedom of the Press Week: Hiller 
C. Wellman, a former President of the As- 


The second affirmative vote by Council, conducted 
by mail, was completed Dec. 7, 1944. r 
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sociation and now librarian at Springfield, 

Mass., first proposed that the Association 

sponsor the observance of this special week. 
The third session adjourned at 6 P.M. 


FOURTH SESSION 


The fourth session convened Saturday 
morning, October 14, President Vitz presid- 
ing. The topic for discussion was interna- 
tional relations. In his introduction, President 
Vitz noted the place that the international 
relations program has in the over-all picture 
of A.L.A. activities. He added that though 
he, with others, may have been vocal at vari- 
ous times saying that we are neglecting the 
home front, the many things we should be 
doing about library extension, public rela- 
tions, personnel, relations with various other 
library groups in the country, we should not, 
by emphasis on the home front, create the 
idea that we are not interested in the inter- 
national front. The chief difference in these 
two activities is that the international activi- 
ties have been financed generously by private 
foundations and the government, ‘These two 
phases of the.Association are not mutually 
exclusive or antagonistic to each other, but 
rather what we are doing on the interna- 
tional front will advance us in prestige and 
public relations and help us in what we are 
doing on the home front. 

Keyes D. Metcalf, chairman of the Inter- 
national Relations Board, presented Harry' 
M. Lydenberg, director of the A.L.A. Inter- 
national Relations Office in Washington. Mr. . 
Lydenberg reported on some of the activities 
carried on through the office and the further 
opportunities for work that would have in- 
ternational significance. 

Mr. Metcalf commended the work of the 
A.L.A. committees relating to international 
relations and then introduced Milton E. Lord, 
director of the Boston Public Library and 
chairman of the executive committee of the 
Joint Committee on a Book Campaign for 
Devastated and Other Libraries in War 
Areas. 

Mr. Lord explained that the work of this 
committee, when it is organized, will be to 
correlate activities by various organizations 
that are collecting books for libraries devas- 
tated by the war and to exchange reports, 
books, and periodicals with those countries 
from whom we have been cut off by the war. 
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Mr. Metcalf then introduced Agnes Ca- 
milla Hansen who described her work in 
compiling the Foreign Library Service Ros- 
ter. (See A.L.4. Bulletin, January 1945, 
p. 15-17.) 

Mrs, Evelyn Steel Little, who served dur- 
ing the past year in the O.W.I. American 
Library in London, told briefly of life in the 
American Library in London, and brought 
greetings to the A.L.A. and its members from 
British librarians. Her resolution regarding 
the book list "Interpreting Britain" was ap- 
proved by Council (4.L.4. Bulletin, Dec. 1, 
1944, p. 485-87). i 

Mr. Metcalf introduced a guest, Blanca 
Alvarez, from Caracas, Venezuela, who had 
been a student at the University of North 
Carolina Library School and is continuing her 
work in the Department of Library Science 
at the University of Michigan this year. 

A motion was presented by Mr. Lydenberg 
that greetings be sent to the Third Mexican 
Congress of Librarians and the First of 
Archivists to assemble in Mexico City (4.L.4. 
Bulletin, November 1944, p. 465). 

Mr. Metcalf announced that Carl M. 
White was to go to China in the near future 
(4.L.A. Bulletin, November 1944, p. 466). 
He summed up the three things that our in- 
ternational program means: (1) that the big 
job to be done is recognized by the United 
States government and the Rockefeller Foun- 
dation and is indicated by the fact that they 
have appropriated money for its execution 
and that their recognition of A.L.A. to do the 
job indicates how high is our prestige in gov- 
ernment and foundation circles; (2) that in 
our program we are not only helping others 
but helping ourselves, in that books we are 
sending to foreign countries will ultimately 
start books coming from these countries to 
the United States; (3) that it means that the 
Association realizes that it must keep in touch 
with the library world in general and that 
librarians will do their share in helping in the 
critical days after the war. 


Relations with IWashington 


Paul Howard, chairman of the Committee 
on Federal Relations, in reporting for the 
committee, announced that the present interest 
of libraries in the Surplus Property Act which 
has been passed has made us more aware of 
the need of representation in Washington. 
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The following proposal was presented to 
Council: 

That the surplus books, articles of. library 
equipment, and other library materials be trans- 
ferred to the states and territories for the use 
of the people without libraries, or with very 


- limited library facilities, as the best means of 


conserving the government's investment in them. 
It is proposed that the books be allotted to the 
states by the United States Office of Education 
in proportion to each state's rural population; 
that they be allotted to counties and groups of 
counties within the states by the official state 
library extension agencies; that some funds be 
appropriated by the federal government to assist 
in making the books immediately available to 
the people through organized libraries; and that 
there be no federal control of libraries within 
the states. 


Council approved the program of the Fed- 
eral Relations Committee as set forth in the 
proposal, (See also the report in the 4.L.4. 
Bulletin, January 1945, p. 18.) ` 

Miss Warren presented the resolution 
authorizing a campaign for funds to carry 
out this program (4.L.4. Bulletin, January 
1945, p. 2). 

Mildred L. Batchelder, school and chil- 
dren’s library specialist, reported on the 
White House Conference on Rural Educa- 
tion, sponsored by three departments of the 
National Education Association. 


Committee on Statistics 


George C. Allez, chairman of the Commit- 
tee on Statistics, presented the County and 
Regional Statistical Form. The Council ac- 
cepted the report form in principle. 

Finance Committee i 

Robert B. Downs, retiring chairman of the 
Finance Committee, presented the following 
report, which was accepted and placed on file: 


In accordance with Article VII, Section 2, 
of the A.L.A. Constitution, the Finance Commit- 
tee submits the following report covering the 
period Sept. 1, 1943, through Aug. 31, 1944: 

The chairman was appointed by the Executive 
Board to represent the Finance Committee on 
the Budget Committee in accordance with Arti- 
cle VII, Section 3, of the Constitution. The 
chairman therefore met with the Budget Com- 
mittee on Sept. 30 and Oct. 1, 1943, to consider 
the regular and special budgets for the fiscal 
year Sept. 1, 1943, to Aug. 31, 1944. 


4.L.A. COUNCIL MINUTES 


[ 


The Finance Committee approved the esti- 
mates of income as they appear in those budgets. 
It also approved the auditor's report on General 
and Special Funds for the year ending Aug. 31, 
1943, as presented by the auditing firm of Peat, 
Marwick, Mitchell & Company. 

The estimate of income for the following 
grants, as specified in letters of the Comptroller, 
have been approved by the committee: 

Letter of Dec. 3, 1943—-Benjamin Franklin 


Library, Library of the Institute of Health and, 


Tropical Diseases (Mexico), Physics Institute of 
the National University of Mexico, donated 
books for other American republics, union cata- 
log for Mexico, Army Medical Library survey, 
guide to comparative literature and intercul- 
tural relations, and a series of grants-in-aid 
from the U.S. Department of State for the 
Biblioteca Americana de Nicaragua of Man- 
agua, Benjamin Franklin Library, and books 
and periodicals for other American republics. 

Letter of Dec. 6, 1943—Selection and purchase 
or microfilming of American scholarly journals 
for institutions, chiefly in Europe and Asia; in- 
creased appropriation for the Benjamin Frank- 
lin Library. : 

Letter of Mar. 20, 1944—A.L.A. International 
Relations Board and library development, in- 
cluding a library institute in Quito, Ecuador. 

Members.of the committee were: Leon Car- 
novsky and Donald W. Kohlstedt. 

RoBERT B. Downs, chairman 


Budget’ Committee 


President Vitz, as chairman of the Budget 
Committee, made the following report: 


The Budget Committee, consisting of the 
President, President-Elect, Treasurer, and the 
chairman of the Finance Committee, met at 
Headquarters office October 3 and 4 for con- 
sideration and preparation of budgets for the 
fiscal year 1944-45. 

Tentative budgets and recommendations were 
submitted to the Budget Committee for con- 
sideration by the Executive Secretary and Comp- 
troller, and during the deliberations heads of 
departments and others concerned were brought 
in for consultation and discussion. 

We closed the fiscal year with a balance of 
$15,966.25 excluding the Publishing deficit. This 
balance, with anticipated income, made the 
problem of budgeting going activities reason- 
ably simple, our chief problem being the 
allocation of funds to new requests totaling ap- 
proximately $50,000, the greater part of which 
it was impossible to include in the budgets. 

The Budget Committee greatly regrets that 
more budget requests could not be included, 
especially those that are aimed at extending the 
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usefulness of the A.L.A. to its members or 
caleulating to extend the work of libraries 
throughout the country. It is hoped that a form 
of volunteer financing can be worked out to 
take some of the most necessary steps in the 
field of library extension so as to-bring to early 
practical fruition some of the planning done by 
the Postwar Planning Committee and to take 
advantage of possible opportunities on the na- 
tional or state levels in library extension areas. 

We regret it did not seem feasible to set 
aside more funds for statistical service. 

Likewise, the committee feels very strongly 
the need of more attention to the whole field 
of public relations and hopes that during the 
next few years the Budget Committee can recom- 
mend to the Association an appropriation to 
meet its responsibility for increased activity in. 
this field. 

The Budget Committee suggests discussion of 
these problems with the officers of divisions in 
the hope that some of the most urgent needs 
in their particular fields may be met in part or in 
whole through their own divisional appropria- 
tions. 

The Association was fortunate in receiving 
during the year a bequest of $2500 from C. V. 
Ritter to be used in any way that seems wise. 
Mr. Ritter was for many years a regular visitor 
to Association meetings and was known to many 
of the membership as a friend of libraries as 
well as a seller of books. Because of his ac- 
quaintance with many of the members, it was 
felt by the Budget Committee that his bequest 
could be devoted with particular appropriate- 
ness to the betterment of the members of the 
Association as individuals. For this reason, it 
was voted to devote this $2500 in its entirety to 
strengthening the work of the Personnel Office 
of the A.L.A. by enabling it to add to its staff 
a professional assistant and also to make a 
comprehensive survey of the Association’s obli- 
gations and opportunities in this field. 


This report was accepted by the Council. 


Committee on Boards and Committees 


Carl Vitz, chairman, presented the report 
of the Committee on Boards and Committees, 
which recommended the following:  ; 


Discontinuance of the following committees: 
Committee on Substituting Divisional Publica- 
tions for the A4.L.4. Bulletin, Committee on 
Union List of Serials, Joint Committee’ on 
Demonstration School Libraries in Teacher Edu- 
cation, Committee on Code of Ethics, Commit- 
tee on the Use of the A.L.A: Catalog Code, 
Advisory Board for the Study of Special Proj- 
ects, Committee of the Institute of Food Tech- 
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nologists and the A.L.A., Committee on Libraries 
and the War. 

Interim committees to become special com- 
mittees as fellows: Committee on Public Li- 
brary-Public School Relationship, Committee on 
Relations with Local Library Groups and on 
Membership Participation (formerly Relations 
with Local Groups), Joint Committee of A.R.L. 
and A.L.A. 
Chinese: Materials, Committee on Foreign Li- 
braries to Receive the Catalog of Library of 
Congress Printed Cards, Joint Committee on 
Government Publications, Special Joint Commit- 
tee on Hospital Library Service, Special Advisory 
Committee on Union List of Serials Supple- 
ment. 


Change in name: The Board on Salaries, 
Staff, and Tenure be changed in name to the 
Board on Personnel Administration. 


Procedures for joint committees: 


(a) That-all joint committees be special com- 
mittees (in A.L.A. terminology). 

(b) That when there are two or more A.L.A. 
representatives on a joint committee one of them 
be designated as chairman of the A.L.A. group. 

(c) That the Executive Board, in cases of 
A.L.A. joint committees, be authorized: 

(1) To appoint a suitable number of 
members to the committee 

(2) To appoint members for terms other 
than two years if the nature of the joint com- 
mittee makes this advisable 

(3) To change the committee year from 
the A.L.A. committee year to some other year 
if desirable 

(4) To work out in each case with the 
proper officers of other societies effective pro- 
cedures for the selection of a chairman for the 
joint committee. 

(d) That the chairman of the A.L.A. group 
make a report to the Executive Board in behalf 
of the A.L.A. representation on the committee 
if there is any occasion to do so. 


(e) That in the selection of persons to serve 


on joint committees, the President, the President- 
Elect, and the Executive Board have the author- 
ity now possessed in connection with making 
other committee appointments. 

(f) That if any of the above suggested pro- 
visions require changes in the Constitution or in 
the By-Laws, as determined by the Committee 
on Constitution and By-Laws, appropriate action 
to that end be taken. 


‘These recommendations were each approved 
by the Council. 


Joint Committee on Film Forums 
In the absence of Glen Burch, chairman, 


on Cooperative Purchasing of’ 
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Marie D. Loizeaux presented the report. 
'The recommendations that the committee be 
continued and that it be enlarged to include 
representatives of other national organizations 
interested in the development of film forums 
were approved. 
Reports of the Executive Secretary and 
Past-President 


The reports appeared in the 4.L.4. Bulle- 
tin, October 15 and October 1 issues, respec- 
tively. 


Council Correspondence Votes 


The Executive Secretary also announced 
the mail votes that had been received from. 
the Council as follows: 


Votes which carried: authorizing Council to 
vote by mail; freezing committees for 1944-45; 
election of officers (nominations for 1944-45) ; 
creation of Division of Public Libraries (first 
vote); approval of fall meeting for 1944, and 
no annual cónference; appointment of Robert 
Alexander Miller as chairman of the Finance 
Committee and Georgie G. McAfee as a mem- 
ber. 

Votes which did not carry: approval of the 
statement of the Committee on Intellectual 
Freedom. 


'There was no decision as to the date of the 
next Council meeting. 


Constitution and. By-Laws 


E. W. McDiarmid, chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Constitution and By-Laws, con- 
tinued the report of the committee and 
recommended: 


(x) That a new section be added to the By- 
Laws, Article II, to be Section 5 and to read as 
follows: 

Sect. s. Votes by mail, Votes by mail, both 
of the Association and of Council, may be 
authorized by the Executive Board between 
meetings. Such mail votes shall be conducted 
under the same requirements as votes at meet- 
ings, except that for votes by Council fifty of 
the voting membership shall constitute a quorum 
and a three-fourths majority of those voting 
shall be required to carry. 

It was further recommended that this pro- 
cedure for mail voting be used from now on 
until it was written into the By-Laws. 

(2) Amendment to the By-Laws, Article VI, 
Section x (b), to substitute for one of two votes 
required by Council, recommendation by the 
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Executive Board for the creation of a new di- | 


vision, the wording to be changed to read "upon 
recommendation of the Committee on Divisional 
Relations, the Executive Board, and upon vote 
of the Council.” ; 

(3) Amendment to the By-Laws, Article I, 
Section 1 (e), on election of honorary members, 
to substitute for vote by membership of the 
Association, the election by Council, the para- 
graph to read “Honorary members—persons 
nominated by the Executive Board and elected 
for life by the Council.” 


Council approved these recommendations, 
for submission to the vote of the Association. 
(A ballot for the membership vote was 
printed on page 63 of the February Bulletin.) 


Committee on Intellectual Freedom 


The statement of the program proposed 
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was presented and approved (4.L.A. Bulletin, 
November 1944, p. 449). 


Council Committee on Personnel and 
Placement Service 


At a previous session it had been voted by 
Council that a Council committee be elected 
to which the report of the surveyors of the 
personnel and placement activities would be 
submitted. The following three members ` 
were elected to this committee: Margaret 
Jean Clay, Helene H. Rogers, and Arnold 
H. Trotier. 


Relations with Business Groups 


In pursuance of preceding discussions of 
postwar planning, Marian C. Manley pre- 


. sented the resolution which appears on page 


72 of this issue of the Bulletin. 
'The meeting adjourned at 12:30. 


Report on Membership Opinion on Conferences 


IDE DIVERGENCE of opinion was ex- 
WW bressed on some points connected with 

A.L.A. conferences in 333 answers to 
the questionnaire on page 32 of the January 
Bulletin. However, the members by an over- 
whelming majority voted against a conference 
of any kind in 1945. A number of members 
said they would attend a conference although 
they didn’t favor it; 132 favored a confer- 
ence of some kind during 1945 but 175 said 
that they would probably attend a confer- 
ence in 1945. One hundred eighty-seven of 
those who responded didn’t favor a conference 
this year and 147 said they would not attend 
one. 

Several librarians reminded us that our 
question was out of date because of the gov- 
ernment order, but most of them voted with- 
out comment on this point. One librarian 
said “Make it obligatory for all or none. 
I'm tired of staying on the job while others 
take all the train rides and vacations. And I 
do not refer to dogs.” Another said “I’m 
glad that at long last we are permitted to 


comment on this very important matter of 
conferences in war time. Why should li- 
brarians consider that they. have preroga- 
tives exclusive of other persons or organiza- 
tions ?" 

Of the three other points covered in the 
first two questions, 15 favored a full-fledged 
national conference and 26 said they would 
probably attend a full-fledged conference. 
Thirty respondents favored a streamlined 
national conference but only 27 said they 
would attend such a meeting. One librarian 
said "I consider [a streamlined nationdl con- 
ference] definitely undemocratic and question 
its value in any sense.” Seventy-eight 
favored regional conferences this year and 
122 said they would probably attend one or 
more regional conferences, 

It may be a surprise to many librarians 
to learn that so many of their colleagues do 
not favor annual national conferences: 265 
‘favored alternate annual and regional con- 
ferences as against 68 who favored: annual 
national conferences. 


; 


A.L.A. Nominations 


ALPH A, ULVELING, Public Library, 
R Detroit, who is A.L.A. President- 
Elect for 1944-45, will become 
President on July 1. 
The A.L.A. Council has approved the 
. following slate of nominations for officers, 
Executive Board, and Council members for 
the year 1945-46: 


First Vick PRESIDENT (PRESIDENT-ELECT) : 

Mary U. Rothrock, specialist, Library 

Service, Tennessee Valley Authority, 
Bankers Trust Building, Knoxville 


Seconp VICE PRESIDENT: 
Two nominated, one to be elected 


Emerson Greenaway, librarian, Free Public 
Library, Worcester, Mass. 

Russell J. Schunk, librarian, Public. Li- 
brary, Toledo, Ohio 


‘TREASURER: 
- Rudolph H. Gjelsness, chairman, Depart- 


ment of Library Science, University of 
Michigan, Ann Arbor 


EXECUTIVE BOARD: 


Four nominated for four-year term, two to 
be elected, one from each block. 


Mrs. Eleanor Hitt Morgan, assistant li- 
brarian, State Library, Sacramento, 
Calif. 

John S. Richards, librarian, Public Library, 
Seattle 

Blanche Prichard McCrum, librarian, 
Wellesley College Library, Wellesley, 
Mass. 

Errett Weir McDiarmid, librarian, Uni- 
versity of Minnesota Library, and di- 
rector of library instruction, University of 
Minnesota, Minneapolis 


CoUNCIL 


Six for four-year term ending 1949. Twelve 
nominated, six to be elected, one from each 


block. 


Charles F. Gosnell, librarian, Queens Col- 
lege Library, Flushing, N.Y. 

Louis T. Ibbotson, librarian, University 
of Maine Library, Orono 

Helen M. Clark, assistant librarian, State 
Library, Lansing, Mich. 

Sarah L. Jones, assistant director, Division 
of "Textbook 'and Library Service, State 
Department of Education, Atlanta 

Paul Howard, librarian, Public Library, 
Gary, Ind. 

R. Russell Munn, librarian, Public Library, 
Akron 

(Miss) Lesley Newton, director, Work 
with Children and Schools, Public Li- 
brary, Lakewood, Ohio 

Mary S. Wilkinson, director, Work with 

Children, Enoch Pratt Free Library, 

Baltimore 

Jessie Edna Boyd, librarian, University 

High School Library, Oakland, and lec- 

turer, School of Librarianship, University 

of California, Berkeley 

Marjorie T. Fullwood, librarian, Franklin 

Junior High School, Long Beach, Calif. 

Kathleen R. Jenkins, librarian, Public Li- 
brary, Westmount, Que., Canada 

Anne M. Smith, head, Reference Depart- 
ment, University of British Columbia Li- 
brary, Vancouver, B.C., Canada 


a (—————À, —M—A 


One to be elected to fill the vacancy caused 
by the death of Jennie M. Flexner (term 
expires 1946) 

Harland A. Carpenter, librarian, Wilming- 
ton Institute Free Library, Wilmington, 
Del. 3 

Paul North Rice, chief, Reference Depart- 
ment, New York Public Library, New 
York City 


The Membership Office will mail an 
official ballot and biographical notes about 
the nominees to each member whose 1945 
dues have been paid. 
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By the Editor 





H eee M. O'CONNELL, JR., reports some 
interesting news from Paris in his 
column for the Bangor Daily News. He 
is particularly impressed by the Armed 
Services Editions furnished by the Council 
on Books in Wartime. He says: 


... There is great demand for them but 
in only two cases have second editions ever 
been printed. The council made exceptions 
to its rule and ordered a second printing of 
The Robe and 4 Tree Grows in Brooklyn. 
Already about a million books have been 
distributed. 

Reference libraries with 500 books, 130 of 
which are fiction, vocational kits with about 
400 pamphlets on jobs, careers, etc., a special 
textbook kit with 27 special textbooks, a unit 
magazine section are among some of the 
services provided by this branch of Special 
Services. In most cases these units or kits 
are shipped direct to the organizations in the 
field thereby eliminating any delays of re- 
packing, reshipping, etc. 


Mr. O'Connell has the following to say 
about the American Library in Paris: 


The American Library is being used again 
by the American soldiers. It was founded in 
1918 by the American Library Association 
with books sent overseas for the use of service 
men in World War I. ‘The library was 
allowed to remain open throughout the Ger- 
man occupation. . . . Í 

The only American and English books 
alowed to circulate in Paris during the 
occupation were those in the 100,000 volume 
collection of the American Library. Even 
the works of some prominent American 
writers such as Ernest Hemingway were on 
the banned list. However, none of the vol- 
umes was destroyed. 

The staff was always under close sur- 
veillance and Gestapo members, disguised as 
scholars, often visited the library in attempts 
to discover anti-German activities. On one 
occasion they discovered an uncomplimentary 
article on Hitler in an old copy of Fortune 
magazine and the institution was very nearly 
forced to close. 





LU THE VOTE conducted by the Minneap- 
olis Star Journal £o discover the out- 
standing Minneapolitan of 1944, Carl Vitz, 
librarian of the Minneapolis Public Library 
and this year's A.L.A. President, was nomi- 
nated for first place by some of those voting. 
Sister Elizabeth Kenny was voted by the 
majority to be the outstanding citizen of 
both Minnesota and Minneapolis. 


HE Library Association of China has 
[ped the efforts of Charles H. 
Brown in assisting library development and 
rehabilitation in China by making him an 
honorary member of the association. Mr. 
Brown, librarian of the Iowa State College 
at Ámes and a former A.L.A. President, is 
chairman of the A.L.A. Committee on 
Library Cooperation with the Orient and 
South Pacific. T. L. Yuan, chairman of 
the Executive Board of the Library Associa-, 
tion of China and director of the National 
Library of Peiping, is now in the United 
States. Dr. Yuan, in his letter notifying 
Mr. Brown of the honor, said “We feel 
confident that under your inspiring leader- 
ship, Chinese and American libraries will 
enter a new phase of closer cooperation and 
coordination." 


Q! HoMAs P. FLEMING’S suggestion that 

the new hospital libraries division of 
the A.L.A. should be named patients’ li- 
brary division or medical library division 
has met objections from several hospital li- 
brarians. Gertrude M. Edwards, chairman 
of the former Hospital Libraries Round 
Table, speaking for “the majority of our 
group,” stated that the term "hospital li- 
braries" refers to all of the libraries con- 
nected with hospitals and that various 
medical associations use terms which differ- 
entiate between a patients’ library and a 
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library for the use of the hospital staff. She 
called attention to the fact that it is expected 
that the hospital libraries division will in- 
clude a section for patients’ libraries and 
a section for medical libraries. X 


Eoo who are making plans for the 
returning service veterans should not 
forget G.I. Jane. Of course the G.I. Joes 
will many times outnumber the G.I. Janes 
"but at the same time there will be almost a 
quarter million of the veterans who have 
been WACs, WAVEs, Marines, etc. They 
too will be going back to colleges and busi- 
ness schools, buying homes and farms, 
starting small businesses and manufacturing 
enterprises, and readjusting themselves to 
civilian life, 


that part of his new duties as As- 
sistant Secretary of State will be the imme- 
diate resumption of cultural relations with 
‘foreign countries, interrupted during the 
war. His first task, he says, will be to re- 
establish communications, not those by 
radio, cable, or telephone, but those more 
lasting ones such as the exchange of ideas 
and knowledge through theses developed in 
books, in cultural activities, and through 


films. 


A RCHIBALD MacLzEI:sH has announced 


HE Mexican Department of Education 
Ts sponsoring a new series of pocket- 
size books entitled Popular Encyclopedic 
Library. These new books, ninety-six 
pages in length and selling at the low price 
of twenty-five centavos (about 1236) each, 
are intended to stimulate the reading habit 
among the general public. The first three 
books published were an anthology of ex- 
cerpts from the works of great writers and 
thinkers: of the American continent, a 
guide to the history of Mexico, and Bernal 
Diaz del Castillo's Verdadera Historia de 
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la Conquista de la Nueva España (true his- 
tory of the conquest of New Spain). The 
department is- distributing about eight thou- : 
sand copies among teachers throughout the 
republic. 


URING Christmas week a litile girl 

dragged her mother up to the desk of 
the Popular Library of the Enoch Pratt 
Free Library to ask in a very bewildered 
fashion how Santa Claus got into the library 
window to trim the Christmas tree. Rising 
to the occasion, the librarian unlocked the 
window gates and showed the small inquirer 
how Santa could unfasten them and climb 
into the window. The result was another 
satisfied library patron, according to the 
library’s Staff Reporter. 


CCORDING TO the Woman’s Home Gom- 
panion’s'February poll of its readers, 
women prefer useful war memorials. 
Ninety-two per cent of the women re- 
sponding believe their communities should 
have a memorial of some sort, but the ma- 
jority objected to the use of memorial 
money for erecting trophy guns, statues, 
and battle relics. Examples of memorials 
they like best are hospitals, clubhouses, 7i- 
braries, playgrounds, and parks. 


Aa 10 a recent report, a doctor 
at an evacuation hospital at the fight- 
ing front said, "Say, do you know who's 
responsible for those Army books? Next to 
penicillin, they're the greatest improvement 


in Army technique since the Battle of the 
Marne." 


T. Cor. Ray L. Trautman, chief of 
L the Library Section of the Special 
Services Division, Army Service Forces, 
who has just returned from a tour of the 
European fronts, recently reported a tre- 
mendous increase in the desire of American 
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fighting men to read books. Although the 
Army has increased the output of Armed 
Services Editions from twenty million to 
fifty million a year, there still are not 
enough books. 

Col. Trautman reported that interest in 
books has reached the point where the sol- 
diers are willing to pay another just for 
the privilege of being next in line to read 
his book. It is not unusual for a man 
reading a book to tear off the pages he has 
read for somebody else to read. One night 
Col. Trautman parked his car near a mili- 
tary police station in Holland for'safe- 
keeping. However, the next morning he 
found it had been ransacked—with nothing 
missing but a carton of thirty-two books. 


Wayne SHIRLEY, dean of the Pratt In- 
stitute Library School and librarian of the 
Pratt Institute Library, Brooklyn, has writ- 
ten us that he intends to see that all of the 
A.L.A. members he knows send in their 
votes on the outstanding books of 1944. 
Why don’t you follow his example and urge 
all of your friends to check their choices on 
the list on pages 127-28 and send them to 
Mr. Kristoffersen. 


HE STALIN automobile plant in Mos- 
cow has one of the largest workers’ 
libraries in the capital, with branches in 
twenty-two departments of the factory. 


The library arranges exhibits, literary dis- ` 


cussions, book reviews, and meetings be- 
tween readers and authors. Librarians also 
visit the shops and make brief reports on 
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new books. When the library cannot sup- 
ply a particular book, it turns to the All- 
Union Lenin Library, which has a branch - 
in the plant. l 


HE AssOCIATION of Special Libraries 
(dd and Information Bureaux has been 
granted substantial support from the British 
Government. The association has for many 
years had some support from government 
departments, but the Department of Scien- 
tific and Industrial Research recently made 
a grant of one thousand pounds to match 
the first fifteen hundred pounds subscribed 
by members in the United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Ireland and a grant of 
further funds to match pound for pound up 
to one thousand pounds in addition. 


N AMERICAN OFFICIAL at São Paulo, 
d Brazil, writing about the visit of Mr. 
Milam and Dr. Lydenberg to Latin Amer- 
ica in T'he Cultural Cooperation Program, 
July-August 1944, said: 


Library work is one of the best means of 
furthering Pan-Americanism. . . . North 
American colleagues are welcomed by Bra- 
zilian book men and the program of the 
State Department would profit greatly by an 
expansion of their work. Library service 
could be increased ten times and not be 
exaggerated. The need for information about 
the United States increases every day and 
libraries are a tremendous help in this con- 
nection. They are true public relations cen- 
ters and may take over in future more and 
more questions which overburdened consu- 
lates cannot adequately handle. 


* 


FREEDOM from want cannot be forced on a democracy or given to a democracy. It must 
be won by them. Winning it needs courage and faith and a sense of national unity: 
courage to face facts and difficulties and overcome them; faith in our future and in the 
ideals of fair-play and freedom for which century after century our forefathers were pre- 
pared to die; a sense of national unity overriding the interests of any class or section. 
From Social Insurance and Allied Services by Sir William Beveridge 
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Standards for Public Library 
Support 


THE Committee on Postwar Planning 
of the American Library Association calls 
attention! to the fact that the standards it 
recommends for public library support in 
Post-War Standards for Public Libraries 
(Chicago, American Library Association, 
1943, 92p.) are basic figures which will 
need to be increased if the library provides 
types of service customarily financed by 
other institutions. The financial standard 
on page 56 reads: 

'The following minimum per capita stand- 
ards of support are recommended for varying 
stages of development of library service in 
areas with 25,000 population and over: 

For limited or minimum service—$1.00 per 
, capita. i 

For reasonably good service—$1.50 per 
capita. 

For superior service— $2.00 per capita. 


School library service, if carried on by 
the public library, is covered on page 49 as 
follows: 


Service to schools in the area should . . . be 
defined by contracts specifying the responsi- 
bilities to be assumed by the contracting 
parties, with the school system meeting the 
cost of service required by the school 
curriculum. 


In these communities, therefore, . where 
the public library meets the costs of school 
library service as well as: of public library 
service from one library appropriation, the 
recommended standard would be one to 
two dollars per capita, lus the amount 
needed to provide adequate school library 

1Reprints of this statement will be available on 
request to the Department of Information and Ad- 
visory Services, A.L.A. Headquarters, for those who 


n to tip it in their copies of the Post-War Stand- 
ards. 


service. Recommended financial standards 
for the latter will be found in School Li- 
braries for Today and Tomorrow: Fune- 
tions and Standards, adopted by the Council 
of the American Library Association in 
October 1944. 


Nominations of Catalogers 


THE NOMINATING COMMITTEE submits 
the following list of nominees for officers 
of the A.L.A. Division of Cataloging and 
Classification for the year beginning July 
I, 1945: 

PRESIDENT 
Amelia Krieg, Public Library, Seattle 


Vice PRESIDENT (PRESIDENT-ELECT) 
` Ottilia C. Anderson, University of Cali- 
fornia Library, Berkeley 

Ethel Bond, University of Illinois Library 
School, Urbana 


Drrector-at-LarcE (One to be elected) 


Anne E. Markley, Boeing Airplane Com- 
pany Library, Wichita, Kan. 

Mrs. Louise W. Getchell, University of 
Maryland Library, College Park 


A.L.A. Councitors (Two to be elected) 


Hazel Dean, School of Library Science, 
University of Southern California, Los An- 
geles 

Viola Gustafson, University of Chicago Li- 
braries, Chicago 

Jeanne F. Johnson, Los Angeles County 
Public Library, Los Angeles 

Bertha M. Schneider, Ohio State Univer- 
sity Library, Columbus 


` 


Members of the Nominating Committee 
were Bessie Greenwood, Mrs. Florrinell F. 
Morton, Helen E. Stevens, Olive Swain, 
and Florence C. Fuchs, chairman. 

Further nominations, signed by at least 
ten members of the division, may be filed 
with the secretary-treasurer, Alice E, 
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Phelps, Cleveland Public Library, before 
May 1. i 


Reading Trends Script 

FRANCES NUNMAKER, of the Ohio State 
Library, has prepared a radio script based 
on the analysis of reading trends printed in 
the February Bulletin. In interview form, 
it will take about fifteen minutes to present. 
The script has been mimeographed at 
A.L.A. Headquarters and is available on 
request to the A.L.A. Public Relations 
Office. 


Demobilization Leaflet 

A NEW four-page leaflet, designed to 
attract the demobilized serviceman to the 
library, has just been published by the 
A.L.A., in response to requests, for distribu- 
tion through employment agencies, demo- 
bilization information centers, separation 
centers, etc. It is entitled "What Do You 
Want to Know? Services for Demobilized 
Men and Women at the Public Library." 
Quantity prices are: 100 copies, $1.25; 
250, $2.50; 500, $4.50; 1000, $8.00. 


Library Public Opinion Poll 

Wuart the public really thinks about li- 
braries should be revealed when the results 
of a public opinion poll conducted in Jan- 
uary are published. The poll was financed 
on a cooperative basis by public libraries in 
eighteen large cities: San Francisco, Pitts- 
burgh, Buffalo, Milwaukee, Chicago, De- 
troit, Houston, Kansas City (Mo.), St. 
Louis, Seattle, Baltimore, Philadelphia, 
Hartford, Rochester, Louisville, Atlanta, 
Newark, and Portland (Ore.). The Na- 
tional Opinion Research Center at the Uni- 
versity of Denver conducted the poll in each 
of these cities, developing the questionnaire 
in consultation with the Public Relations 
Office of the American Library Associa- 
tion, and interviewing a cross section of 
population in each community. 
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The center is now tabulating results. 
Individual, confidential reports on the cities 
polled will be available to the libraries con- 
cerned and an over-all report will be pub- 
lished in the Bulletin. After the general 
reports are released, it is hoped that library 
schools may use the questionnaires as a 
basis for supplementary research studies. 


British Visitors to U.S. 


In January and February Sir John 
Forsdyke and Dr. Henry Thomas were in 
this country on a special mission to examine 
American library buildings and organiza- 
tion.in anticipation of their own recon- 
struction and replanning after the war. 
Sir John; director of the British Museum, 
and Dr. Thomas, keeper of the printed 
books of the British Museum, visited Chi- 
cago in late January and attended a tea 
given for them at A.L.A. Headquarters 
on January 24. The picture below was 
taken in Mr. Milam’s office that afternoon. 

In addition to visiting libraries and 
museums in the Chicago area, the British 
guests visited in and around New Haven, 
Boston, New York, Washington, Ann Ar- 
bor, Toronto, and Philadelphia. 


Mr. MiLAM, Sm Joun FonspvKr, AND 
Henry THOMAS 
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A.L.A. Héónors Dr. Yuan 


Tue A.L.A. International Relations 
Board gave a dinner in honor of Dr. T. L. 
Yuan, chairman of the Executive Commit- 
tee of the Chinese Library Association and 
librarian of National Library of Peiping, 
in Washington on January 31. ‘Among 
those groups represented at the dinner were 
the A.L.A. Committee on the Orient and 
South Pacific, Department of State, Office 
of War Information, Library of Congress, 
Department of Agriculture Library, Dis- 
trict of Columbia Library Association, Dis- 
trict of Columbia chapter of the Special 
Libraries Association, and the Music Li- 
brary Association. 


A.L.A. Publications 

REPRINTING of A.L.4. Catalog Rules 
(preliminary American second edition, 
1941) in a limited edition was authorized 
by the Executive Board at its October 
1944 meeting. The book is again available 
at $6. As the work is still undergoing 
revision, it cannot be looked upon as a 
standard working manual despite its ac- 
knowledged reference value, and the rea- 
sons for urging care and discrimination in 
its use still obtain. It may be two years or 
more before a final edition of the code can 
.be issued. It is yet too early to know the 
extent to which it will differ from the 
preliminary edition. 

Activity Book No. 2, Library Projects 
for Children and Young People by Lucile 
_ F. Fargo is now scheduled to appear on 
April 1. A recipe book" for integrating 
the school library with the life of the school, 


D 


it describes briefly hundreds of activities 


successfully used by teachers, pupils, and 
librarians working together. Emphasis is 
at the junior and senior high school level. 
Like its companion volume Activity Book 
for School Libraries (1938, $2.50), it 
contains much of interest and use to public 
libraries. Indexed. Probable price, $2.50. 
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Enthusiastic comment from many sources 
is greeting the revised and enlarged edition 
of Anniversaries and Holidays, A Calendar 
of Days and How to Observe Them by 
Mary Emogene Hazeltine published in De- 
cember. It is not only a thorough revision 
but a refinement of the earlier work which 
makes of it practically a new book. Cloth, 
$6. 

The Catalogers’ and Classifiers’ Year- 
book No. 1r, compiled by the Division of 
Cataloging and Classification of the A.L.A., 
was published on March 1. Some of these 
papers on cataloging problems were de- 
livered at the Milwaukee Conference in 
1942. Included is a symposium on college 
library cataloging, and the papers “Recur- 
ring Problems in Cataloging Administration 
for University Libraries’ (Robert B. 
Downs) and “Library of Congress Con- 
ferences on Cataloging, October 18-No- 
vember 19, 1943” (Herman H. Henkle). 
$2. 

On February 23 was published The Li- 
brarian and the Teacher of Home Eco- 
nomics by Frances E. W. A. Henne and 
Margaret Pritchard. Fourth in the series 
Experimenting Together it tells some of the 
ways in which a librarian, a home eco- 
nomics teacher, and high school students 
worked together to enrich the learning ex- 
periences of students through meaningful 
activities. University of Chicago High 
School is the scene. Heavy paper, 75¢. 

School Libraries for Today and Tomor- 
row: Functions and Standards was issued 
in February. Prepared by postwar plan- 
ning committees of the A.L.A., the Division 
of Libraries for Children and Young Peo- 
ple, and the American Association of 
School Librarians, it is a statement of 
standards necessary to achieve the com- 
pletely effective school library, emphasizing 
closer integration with the school program 
and suggesting how this may be accom- 
plished. Price, $1. 


4.L.4. NEWS 


The A.L.A. has taken over the sale of 
Library Film Forums. It is the final re- 
port of a four-year experiment of the Joint 
Committee on Film Forums of the Ameri- 
can Film Center, American Library Asso- 
ciation, American Association for Adult 
Education, and American’ Association for 
Applied Psychology. Libraries actively in- 
terested in the relation of films to library 
adult education activities will find the re- 
port useful in studying film forum tech- 
niques. Heavy paper, 504. 


No Statistics in Bulletin 


AS A RESULT of the decision of the Exec- 
utive Board, the publication of library 
Statistics this spring will be omitted. There- 
fore, the April Bulletin will not contain 
public library statistics, nor will the March 
College and Research Libraries contain sta- 
tistics for college and university libraries. 


Exchange of Medical Publications 


THE International Relations Office has 
received from the Faculty of Medicine at 
Montevideo a collection of recent Uru- 
guayan medical books and periodicals in 
exchange for books sent as part of the 
Books for Latin America program. Dr. 
Alejandro F. Sarachaga, director of the 
library of the faculty, is anxious to estab- 
lish exchanges of the Anales de la Facultad 
de Medicina with medical publications of 
the United States and will welcome corre- 
spondence to that effect. 














A powerfal caltaral and edocational 
force for building America waaeet in motloa when 
Benjamin Franklin established the country's Grst 
publio library In Philadelpbla, tn 1731. 

There aro row 6,880 publle libraries In the 
United States, with over 114 million volumes 
and a yearly circulation of nearly 450 million 
books, These Instltutlons supplement tho work 
of our schools and colleges and they contalo such 
a variety of books ns to satisfy the destres of all 
levels of our literate population. It aogurs well 
for the future of America that home use of 
poblic library books bas doubled in the.past 
sixteen years, 

Annual expenditore on pubile librarlea (mostly 
through local taxation) Is 855,000,000. Ia small 
population centers, however, some 35 million 
people are without publie library service. The 
American library Association, in eoojoncilon 
with state planolog commiitees, bopes lo correct 
thot condition and there is reason to belleve that 
fa greatly extended aystem of public Ubrattes will Jovy reir enel do periclis 
be one feature of a well-ordered post war world. tomen and women in the Armed Forces, 


ROYAL- LIVERPOOL GROUP 


ONE HUNDRED FIFTY WILLIAM STREET, NEW YORK, N. Y. 


“Building America—Public 
Libraries" 

PUBLIC LIBRARIES were one of the agen- 
cies plugged in a series of ads in insurance 
trade papers featuring the larger industrial 
and educational institutions of the country. 
The A.L.A. Public Relations Office sup- 
plied photographs and information from 
which the Royal-Liverpool Group pre- 
pared copy for the ad pictured above. 
Copies of a proof sheet of the ad may be 
secured from R. W. Smiley, superintendent, 
Publicity Department,  Royal-Liverpool 
Group, 150 William St., New York City. 


PROTECTING AMERICA 
Certyle wreter “All that mented bas dane, thenht, 
a 1ylog us fo magie preserv: 

records, and the penis E 
hem aveila abe, ma] be 


BOTH TRUSTEES AND LIBRARIANS will be interested in the series of articles 
on the trustees’ responsibility for promoting the standards set up in the Post- 


Wear Standards for Public Libraries. 


Mr. Rosenthal inaugurates the series 


in an article about financial support on page 93. The articles are sponsored by 


the Trustees Division. 
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Brief News of' 


General Interest 





Western Reserve Scholarships 

ErxsuT half-tuition scholarships will be 
offered by the School of Library Science, 
Western Reserve University, for the regu- 
. lar session, 1945-46. The awards will be 
open to college graduates who meet the 
standards of scholarship and personal 
qualifications set by the admission com- 
mittee. Applications for the scholarships 
should be filed before May 1: The awards 
will be announced May 15. 


Aid for Volunteer Offices ` 


Tue OFFICE or CIVILIAN DEFENSE has 
just published’ 4 Directory of Volunteer 
O ffices in response to requests from offices 
which were anxious to communicate with 
others in cities of relative size. Information 
given includes name and address of the vol- 
unteer office and the name of the active head 
of the office. Under each state is listed the 
name and address of the state defense council 
director. 

Further information may be obtained 
from the local volunteer office: 


For Improved Governmental 
Purchasing 85 

THE RECENTLY ORGANIZED National 
Institute of Governmental Purchasing, Inc., 
is a nonprofit service organization dedicated 
to improving governmental purchasing in 
the U.S. and Canada. It aims through its 
various services—interchange of informa- 
tion, consultation with legislative bodies, 


promotion of public understanding, etc.— . 


to assist each member agency to reach the 
goal of efficient and economical govern- 
mental buying. Its membership includes 


federal procurement agencies and buying 
agencies of many public authorities and 
tax-supported organizations. 

At Your Service, a pamphlet describing 
the nature and scope of the institute, may 
be obtained from the office of the executive 
director, 730 Jackson Place, N.W., Wash- 
ington 6, D.C. 


Russian Information 


THE MOST RECENT UNIT of the Building 
America series contains facts about the past 
and present of Russia. Maps, charts, and 
photographs illustrate the text which de- 
scribes Russia’s history, government, educa- 
tion, agriculture, industry, and the five-year 
plans. Similarities and differences between 
the U.S.S.R. and the United States are 
discussed, and a bibliography is included. 

The series is issued by the Department of 
Supervision and Curriculum Development 
of the N.E.A., 2 W. 45th St, New York 
City 19. 


South Africa on Service 

AN ILLUSTRATED BOOKLET, South Africa 
on Service, has been issued by the South 
African Government Information Office. 
The story of South Africa’s war effort, the 
booklet shows the contributions made in 
steel, guns, shells, radio, timber, disease, 
food, clothing, maps, and diamonds. A 
poster-chart showing the distribution of 
South Africa’s resources and industries has 
also been published. 
- The booklet and poster may be obtained 
free of charge by writing to the director, 
Union of South Africa Government In- 
formation Office, 500 Fifth Ave., New 
York City 18. 
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500 Years of English Prose 


Woman’s Day, the monthly magazine 
issued by the A & P stores, has printed a 
supply of a poster, 17 by 224 inches, on 
“soo Years of English Prose.” ‘This 
attractive piece compiled by William Rose 
Benét and illuminated by John Held, Jr., 
may be secured free from Woman's Day 
Magazine, 19 W. 44th St, New York 
City. 


Religious Book Week 


THE THIRD ANNUAL Religious Book 
Week will be observed May 6-13, accord- 
ing to an announcement by the National 
Conference of Christians and Jews which 
sponsors the event. Lists of Protestant, 
Catholic, Jewish, and goodwill books in the 
fields of fiction, philosophy, history, and 
biography that will appeal to the average 
citizen, both child and adult, will be issued 
in pamphlet form. The steering committee 
is made up of representatives of the Re- 
ligious Publishers’ Group, the Council on 
Books in Wartime, the Writers War 


Board, the New York Public Library, and: 


the National Conference of Christians and 
Jews. - : 


Atlanta University Theses 

Graduate Theses of Atlanta University, 
1931-1942 has been compiled and published 
by the library of Atlanta University. The 
booklet lists the theses by department, by 
author, by subject, and chronologically. 
Copies will be sent, free upon request to 
Wallace Van Jackson, librarian, Atlanta 
University Library, Atlanta. 


School Library Planning 

THE DECEMBER 1944 issue of School 
Executive contains five articles on planning 
the school library program, written by 
leaders in that field at the request of the 
managing editor. Illustrated by photo- 
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graphs, the articles discuss "Functions and 
Standards for a School Library" by Mrs. 
Mary Peacock Douglas; “The Contents of 
a School Library" by Jessie Edna Boyd; 
"Housing a School Library" by Mrs. Mar- 
garet M. Ross; “Good School Libraries in 
Operation" by Mildred L. Batchelder; and 
“The School Library as a Community En- 
terprise" by Sarah L. Jones. 

In January 1945 School Executive has 
published several articles on adult educa- 
tion, mentioning libraries as one of the 
agencles for promoting modern adult edu- 
cation. 


Residency in Medical Library Work 


APPLICATIONS are being received for the 
residency in medical library ‘work spon- 
sored by the Orleans Parish Medical So- 
ciety and conducted in the combined 
libraries of the society and the Rudolph 
Matas Medical Library of Tulane Univer- 
sity. Persons interested are requested to 
address Mary Louise Marshall, librarian, 
1430 Tulane Ave., New Orleans 13. 


Economic Stabilization 


Tue Office of War Information is 
anxious to have public libraries assist in 
the distribution of information on economic 
stabilization. The O.W.I. points out that 
in contrast with a 73.2 per cent rise in the 
cost of living in the first five years after 
the outbreak of World War I, there has 
been only a 28.1 per cent increase in a 
similar period during the present conflict. 
It further notes that in the fifteen months 
since the President's hold-the-line order, 
the Bureau of Labor Statistics index on the 
cost of living has advanced only 1.8 per 
cent. 

Much of the success achieved in this war 
in holding down prices has been due to the 
voluntary cooperation of individual citizens, 
according to the O.W.I., and librarians are 
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urged to cooperate in stressing to the public 
the need for the continuation of the follow- 
ing four-point program: 1. to buy only 
what is needed; 2. to pay no more than 
ceiling prices, with ration points in full; 
3. to keep down prices of labor, services, and 
goods; 4. to save for the future through 
war bonds and insurance. 

More information about this program 
may be obtained by writing to the Office of 
Program Coordination, Office of War In- 
formation, Washington 25, D.C., for the 
official program book on the subject. 


Vocational Technical Training 
Report: l l 

Vocational Technical Training for In- 
dustrial Occupations is a survey report re- 
cently published by the U.S. Office of 
Education. The growing need for trained 
technicians was surveyed by a committee of 
industrial and educational leaders and re- 
sulted in the report which discusses objec- 
tives and standards of training in a new 
area of vocational education of less than col- 
lege level, Present programs and facilities, 
the need in industry, suggestions for plan- 
ning of the programs, and recommenda- 
tions for action are included. 

'The report may be purchased from the 
Superintendent of Documents, U.S. Gov- 
ernment Printing Office, Washington 25, 
D.C., for 406. 


Storytelling Records 

GUDRUN TuüoRNE-T'HOMSEN, the Nor- 
wegian-American storyteller, has recorded 
several of her stories from East O° the Sun 
and West O? the Moon for Victor. The 
first of these, T'he Sheep and the Pig Who 


Set up Housekeeping, was ready in Novem- ' 


ber. Promised for the near future are 
Three Billy Goats Gruff and Answer Three 
Questions If You Can. The records will 
be priced at sixty cents each and should be 
obtained from the local stores carrying 
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Victor records. The Radio Broadcasts and 
Recordings Committee of the Division of 
Libraries for Children and Young People of 
which Harriet W. Leaf, Public Library, 
Akron, Ohio, is chairman, calls this an- 
nouncement to the attention of children’s 
and school librarians, library schools, and 
teachers’ colleges. 


International Frontiers 


THE SEPTEMBER ISSUE of the Annals of 
the American Academy of Political and 
Social Science is devoted to “International 
Frontiers in Education.” Among the ar- 
ticles included are: “Intellectual Coopera- 
tion ;” “Realism in Educational Reconstruc- 
tion ;" “Libraries, Scholars, and the War ;” 
and “Psychological Foundations of Peace.” 
The library article is by Carl H. Milam.. 


Bibliographical Centers 

A LEAFLET describing the services offered 
by bibliographical centers to libraries, re- 
search scholars, authors, and readers, has 
been issued by the Philadelphia Bibliographi- 


-cal Center, the Bibliographical Center for 


Research for the Rocky Mountain Region 
located at Denver, and the Pacific North- 
west Bibliographic Center in Seattle. 7 

A limited number of copies are available 
to faculty, trustees, citizens, and educators 
who are interested in regional library co- 
operation. 


Postwar Community Planning 


Your Stake in Community Planning, 
published by the National Committee on 
Housing, Inc, is a popular version of 
Neighborhood Design and Control, recently 
issued by the same organization. Tech- 
nical terms have been avoided in the illus- 
trated booklet which emphasizes the neces- 
sity for planning, the dangers of lack of. 
planning, and discusses the essentials of the 
well-planned community. 
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. Copies of the booklet may be purchased 
for 356 each up to fifteen copies, with 
varying prices for larger quantities. For 
further information or to obtain copies, 
write to the National Committee on Hous- 
ing, Inc., 512 Fifth Ave., New York City 
18. 


FM for Education 


A PRIMER of facts and ideas about the 
educational uses of frequency modulation 
broadcasting has been published by the U.S. 
Office of Education under the title FM for 
Education. The pamphlet, illustrated with 
photographs, charts, and diagrams, makes 
suggestions for planning and licensing of 
stations, and answers questions on cost, 
use, potentialities, etc. 

FM. for Education may be purchased for 
206 from the Superintendent of Documents, 
Government Printing Office, Washington 
25, D.C. 


Young People's Book List 


THE NOVEMBER IssuE of the Guide | 


Post, published by the Cincinnati Public 
Library, is devoted exclusively to a selected 
list of recreational reading for young peo- 
ple. The subject headings include Tales 
. of Today, Other Lands in Other Days, 
Things That Go Bump in the Night, Biog- 
raphy, Being Popular, In Uniform, Poetry, 
etc. 

Until May 1, 1945, copies of this issue 
may be purchased for 106 per copy, ten 
copies for 904, or twenty-five copies for $2. 
Requests should be sent to Mrs. Mona 
Harrop McElfresh, Editorial Department, 
Public Library of Cincinnati, Cincinnati 2. 


Bibliotherapy Book List 


Character Formation through Books: A 
Bibliography, prepared by Clara J. Kircher, 
has been issued by the Catholic University 
of America. The seventy-nine-page bibliog- 
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raphy includes an annotated list of titles 
arranged by age groups and an index of 
titles by the characteristic for which they 
are issued. The list was prepared to assist 
the "application of bibliotherapy to the be- 
havior problems of childhood." Copies of 
the list may be secured from the Catholic 
University of America Press, Washington 
17, D.C., for $1. 


Librarians Attend Film Meeting 


AT THE FIRST ANNUAL MEETING of the 
Educational Film Library Association at 
the University of Chicago, July 20-22, there 
were eleven public, school, and college li- 
brarians from eight states present. The 
association's Committee on Public Library 
Use of Films, under the chairmanship of 
Hoyt R. Galvin, director of the Public 
Library, Charlotte, N.C., in its report to the 
association suggested the following prob- 
lems which must be solved before libraries 
can fully discharge their responsibility 'of 
providing educational films to the public. 

1. Many more libraries must begin circu- 
lating educational films. 

2. More libraries must purchase projection 
equipment. 

3. Librarians must train themselves to pro- 


vide information and advisory services on 
educational films. 


'The committee's report stressed the fact 
that all types of libraries should join in 
making films available. ‘A full account of 
the meeting is available in Fzlm News. 


Adult Educational Experiment 

The People dre Ready to Discuss the 
Post-War World is the report of an experi- 
ment in adult education for postwar plan- 
ning held in New York City in July. The 
joint committee conducting the discussion 
was composed of the Good Neighbor Com- 
mittee, National Federation of Settlements, 
United. Neighborhood Houses of New 
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York, and the New York Adult Education 
Council, 

Reports on the meetings and discussions, 
questionnaires. used, and a four-page bibli- 
ography make up the pamphlet which may 
be secured by mailing twenty-five cents to 
the New York Adult Education Council, 
254 Fourth .Ave., New York City 1o. 


On Foreign Trade 


What Foreign Trade Means To You 
by Maxwell S. Stewart is the most recent 
publication in the Public Affairs Pam- 
phlets series. Written in simple, everyday 
terms, the pamphlet—no. 99—is available 
from the Public Affairs Committee, 30 
Rockefeller Plaza, New York City 20, 
for ten cents. i ' 


Bibliography on Tolerance 


Tuer DECEMBER ISSUE of High Points 
includes a bibliography of “Books for 
Understanding Racial and Religious Dif- 
ference in America” by Grace O. Kelley, 
readers’ consultant, Queens Borough Pub- 
lic Library, Jamaica, N.Y. The list is 
primarily for pupils and includes fiction and 
biography as well as nonfiction and is de- 
signed to combat racial and religious 
prejudices in the schools. 


Cooperative Cataloging Project . 


Tue Toronto PUBLIC LIBRARY is ex- 
perimenting in supplying multigraphed 
analytic cards for the Reports of the Public 
Archives of Canada to all libraries that 
wish to subscribe. ‘The first cards will 
cover the Reports from 1882 to 1886 or 
1887 and will be available in the spring. 
The price of the first lot will be at the 
rate of two and one-half cents per card. 
If fewer than twenty-three libraries sub- 
scribe for future cards the price will be 
recalculated. Only libraries requesting 
this service before the first cards are pro- 
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duced in April can be included. For 
further information address the 'l'oronto 
Public Library, Cataloguing Division, Cor. 
St. George and College Sts., Toronto 2B, 
Canada. 


Library School Scholarships 


Two SCHOLARSHIPS for the academic 
year 1945-46 will be granted by the 


- School of Library Science of Drexel Insti- 


^ 


tute in Philadelphia. The Alice B. Kroeger ` 
Memorial Scholarship provides for tuition 
fees to the amount of $260 and the Drexel 
Scholarship for $100. Applicants must be 
graduates of approved colleges or univer- 
sities and must give evidence of scholarly 
attainments. Applications should be made 
to Marie Hamilton Law, dean, School of . 
Library Science, Drexel Institute of Tech- 
nology, Philadelphia, before May 1. 


Job Simplification 

LiBRARIES which have utilized any part 
or parts of the War Manpower Commis- 
sion’s training programs, especially those 
for job methods or job simplification, are 
asked to send notes or reports of such ef- 
forts toward simplification to the Subcom- 
mittee on Job Evaluation and Training, 
Margery Quigley, chairman, Free Public 
Library, Montclair, N.J. 


Maryland Plan 


A REPORT of present public library serv- 
ice as compared with A.L.A. standards and 
a plan for development have just been is- 
sued as the report of the State-Wide Library 
Survey Committee of the Maryland State 
Planning Commission, under the title The 
Free Public Library in Maryland. Its 
value is by no means limited to Maryland. 
Planographed copies are available at 50¢ 
from the Maryland State Planning Com- 
mission, 20 Latrobe Hall, Johns Hopkins 
University, Baltimore 18. 
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A.L.A. Meetings on Sunday 
Mornings? 


TO THE EDITOR: 


As a member of the minority group con- 
cerned, may I ask for consideration from those 
planning library meetings for those who still 
regard church-going as both an obligation 
and a spiritual necessity. 

The chairman of an important A.L.A. di- 
vision recently had to forego an A.L.A. meet- 
ing he would have otherwise attended because 
it was scheduled for a Sunday morning. 

I, very regretfully, have had to miss other 
library sessions because they conflicted with 
attendance at church. : 

I can fully understand that week-end meet- 
ings may be desirable and I for one would 
willingly attend a meeting Sunday afternoon 
or evening. I think no meetings of any kind, 
however, should be scheduled for Sunday 
morning except those concerned with religion. 

Librarians are, rightly in my opinion, giv- 
ing much consideration these days to minori- 
ties and their rights. The few members of 
the library profession who still regard religion 
as a vital factor in life have the right to 
attend church on Sunday morning without 
being penalized for doing so by those arrang- 
ing professional sessions. 

BEATRICE SAWYER ROSSELL 
Evanston, Tl. - 


From a Member in Service 


TO THE A.L.A.: 


We're out here in the Philippines and have 
. the same old complaint—no books. And, in 
addition, no mail to speak of. The supply 
problem is pretty rough, I know, so we are 
somewhat reconciled to the situation. 

I like the country better here than in Guam. 
Its rainy, and the sun isn't so enervating. 
We get lots more fresh fruit, bananas, pa- 
payas, pineapple, peanuts. And the country 
is laced with little mountain streams, pure 
and clear.and cold and rapid. They are really 
rapids from start to finish, and I've never 
enjoyed water so much. You lie head up- 


stream, with your feet braced against a big 
rock, and get a sensation like swimming in- 
side a fire hose. I've been thinking seriously 
of Colorado for my postwar home, and a 
mountain stream will have to be standard 
equipment for the back yard. But the most 
attractive of allis the attitude of the Philip- 
pine people. We're A-1 in their estimation 
and are trying hard to live up to it. They 
can't do enough for us. ‘Three of us are liv- 
ing in a bamboo and palm house that cost us 
15 pesos ($7.50) brand new, F.O.B. Philip- 
pines. It’s a mansion compared to what 
we've had for the last half year. And our 
laundry service is the best since Pearl Har- 
bor. I’ve really got it all over you, twenty- 
four-hour service, all the mending done, and 
a magnificent press job. (Gloat) 

We've all acquired bolos. Most of them 
have quite a story attached, as this was a 
bitter battleground for three years. The 
people were almost all guerillas. They are in 
good shape, but their clothes were worn to 
nothing. Most of them were wearing abaca 
cloth, a rough fabric made from banana tree 
fibers. But they were all very carefully 
cleaned and mended. The people are very 
clean personally, too, They are very friendly, 
and we are deeply in their debt. The civil 
authorities are doing a good job getting things 
going, but it’s a job that takes a lot of time. 
All of us dished out our extra suntans, T- - 
shirts, shorts, etc., and the clothes situation 
is considerably improved. 

We're glad to be off the ground as there © 
are occasional poisonous snakes and lots of 
big green centipedes, the size of a wiener, 
that have a terrific bite. Some of the weeds 
are poisonous also. i 

There is a lot of “monkey business” (liter- 
ally) and a brisk market in parrots. Most of 
the boys have gone “Gook” and there will be 
tons of abaca wrist watch bands, doilies, etc., 
sent home, the personal product of G. I. Joe's 
handiwork. Me, too. But I'd sure like to 
see an alligator fitted out as a bookmobile 
come clanking through the jungles. 

Well, that's all for now. 

Scr. Cart W. HAMILTON 
U. S. Army 
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P.S. I think one of the most hopeful post- 
war prospects is the sign of our success with 
the Philippines. What we did here we can 


do in Japan. It's no cinch, but I feel that 
we can, 


' On Race Prejudice 


TO THE EDITOR: 

The shelves of the library under the di- 
rection of the Washington A.L.A. life mem- 
ber must be singularly bare if she stocks them 
under the standards dictated by her statement 
that "Decent white men do not so conduct 
themselves and others are best left to their 
personal vices in silence." Let's see, that 
rules out a lot of George Eliot, Hawthorne, 
Morley, Smollett, Wolfe, most of the French 
authors, certainly James Joyce, Caldwell, 
Steinbeck, and Hemingway. Whisht! it 
would take a catalog—a library catalog— 
to name them all. 

Or is it possible that the author ‘of this 
statement has in mind certain race theories 
which regard only particular misconduct as 
"indecent" and unprintable. 'The view of a 
book's being "ill-timed," the phrase "in the 
present unruly state of the Negro population," 
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and the participle "glorifying" applied to the 
situation in the novel under discussion bear 
witness to this. 

I hold no brief for Strange Fruit, if that 
is the book to which your correspondent re- 
fers. I consider it a rather poorly written 
book on a good literary theme. 

The attitude that the problems confront- 
ing our colored population should not now 
be dignified by public attention, however; that 
a people are in an “unruly” state when they 
are demanding fair employment practices, 
nonexclusion from public eating and enter- 
tainment places, public representation; and 
in. some communities are making their de- 
mands felt, is certainly a dangerous attitude 
and one contrary to the Ámerican creed and 
the best traditions of democratic thought. 
May I recommend to this librarian and to 
others of similar persuasion a careful reading 
of Gunnar Myrdal's recent scholarly investi- 
gation of the Negro situation entitled An 
American Dilemma. : . 

The Association's stand on censorship is to 
be applauded and Mr, Carnovsky should be 
congratulated on his comment. 

Mrs. Susan LAWSHE 
Washington, D.C, 


‘Positions 


Wanted: College position, by trained li- 
brarian, male, 23 years experience government 
documents, reference, serials, cataloging. A, 12 


Wanted, Libr. pos, N.Y. City or commut. 
dist, also evening or part-time. B.S, libr. serv., 


libr. and teach. exp., housing, languages. Male. 
A 36. 


Wanted. Two junior librarians: must be ac- 
credited library school graduates, one position 
in the adult reference department, the other in 
the children’s division. Maximum age limit, 30. 
Beginning annual salary, $2152, with yearly in- 
creases to $2592; promotional opportunities to a 
maximum of $3032. For additional information 


and applications write or call the Department 
of Personnel, City Hall, Dearborn, Mich. Last 
date for filing applications, Mar. x5, 1945. 


Wanted, Senior librarian: must be accredited 
library school graduate with at least five years 
professional experience in a library of recog- 
nized standing. Position is that of a branch 
librarian with a staff of four full-time assistants. 
Maximum, age limit, 45. Beginning annual 
salary, $2592, with yearly increases to $3032. 
For additional information and applications 
write or call the Department of Personnel, City 
Hall, Dearborn, Mich. Last date for filing ap- 
plications, Mar. 15, 1945. 





Notices by A.L.A. personal or institutional members will be inserted for a charge of fifty cents 
a line; minimum, one dollar and a half. Deadline: tenth of month preceding publication. 








What Are the Outstanding 
Books of 1944? 


The American Library Association will announce on May 15 its selection of the fifty 
outstanding books of 1944. This will be the first time the A.L.A. and its members have 
selected books from a year’s publications. The selection will not be the choice of any 
one A.L.A. group. It will be the choice of the members; in other words, your choice. 7 

Below you will find a list of one hundred noteworthy books of 1944 which, in the 
opinion of the Booklist and the chairman of the A.L.A. Lending Section, may appropriately 
be called “outstanding” books of permanent value or of immediate significance, which have 
wide appeal. The compilers aimed at a list representing a wide variety of interests, but 
they felt that in some fields no outstanding books had been published. ~ 

This is merely a preliminary selection to save you the work of reviewing all 1944 pub- 
lications. You are asked to check on this list your choice of twenty-five books most worthy 
of inclusion in A.L.A.’s list of fifty outstanding books of 1944. Selection of only twenty- 
five will facilitate the final balloting. You may vote for titles which are not listed, by 
noting them on the margin or on an extra sheet of paper clipped to your ballot. 

The votes will be tabulated by the A.L.A. Lending Section. Clip your ballot from 
this page, or type your choice on a separate sheet, and mail before March 26, to Magnus 
K. Kristoffersen, chairman, A.L.A. Lending Section, Public Library, Hartford, Conn. 


100 Outstanding Books of 1944 


Adams. The Shape of Books to Come. ` Deutsch. Take Them, Stranger. 
Adams. Album of American History [V. 1] De Voto. The Literary Fallacy. 

Colonial Period. Duffus. tr Valley and Its People, a | Portrait 
Adler. How to Think about War and Peace. of TV. 
Allen. Bedford Village. Dulles. The Road to Teheran, 
Balchen and others. War below Zero; the Earhart. Frances Willard. 

Battle for Greenland. f Elliott. My Aunt Louisa and Woodrow Wilson. 
Baldwin. God's Englishman. i Fast. Freedom Road. 
Becker. How New Will the Better World Be? Fowler. Good Night, Sweet Prince. . 
Belden. Szil Time to Die. Fredborg. Behind the Steel Wall, ` 
Benét. America. Gaer. The First Round; the Story of the CIO 
Best. Young’un. Political Action Committee. i 
Biddle. Artist at War. . Greet. Worid Words, Recommended Pronun- 
Bishop. Winged Peace. ciations. 
Bodmer. The Loom of Language. Grew. Ten Years in Japan. 
Bonsal, Unfinished Business. Harrison. Look at the World, the Fortune Atlas 
Botkin. 4 Treasury of American Folklore. for World Strategy. 
Bowen. Yankee from Olympus. : Hatcher. The Great Lakes. 
:Bright. The Life and Death of Little Jo. Hayek. The Road to Serfdom. 
Brines Until They Eat Stones. -Hazard. Books, Children & Men. 
Brooks, The World of Washington. Irving. Heiden. Der Fuchrer. | 
Brown. Many a Watchful Night. Helmericks. We Live in Alaska. 
Brown. A Walk in the Sun. Hersey. A Bell for Adano. 
Buckmaster. Deep River. Jaffe. Men of Science in America. 
Carrighar. One Day on Beetle Rock. ` Johnston. America Unlimited. 
Chase. The Bible and the Common Reader. Johnston. Pacific Partner. 
Crane. Art in the Armed Forces. Juran. Bureaucracy. 
Cronin. The Green Years. Kane. Deep Delta Country. 
Cunha, Rebellion in the Backlands. Karig. Battle Report, Pearl Harbor to Coral Sea, 
Davenport. My Country. (Continued on page 128) 
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Wants and Offers 


Notices of wants and offers are accepted 
from institutional members only. Such li- 
braries are allowed fifteen lines of type per 
year free, The next five lines are one dollar; 
each additional five lines thereafter are 
seventy-five cents, 

Publications Service, American Social Hy- 
glene Association, 1790 Broadway, New York 
City 19, offers for thirty-five cents postage: 
Journal of Social Hygiene, broken volumes 
for 1936-42; Social Hygiene Year Book, 
1943; packet of approximately twenty pam- 
phlets on wartime social hygiene. - 


New Mexico College of Agriculture and 
Mechanic Arts Library, State College, Lillian 
J. Swenson, librarian, wants: U.S. Superin- 
tendent of Documents. Monthly Catalogue 
of U.S. Public Documents, 1909-34. . 

Oshkosh Public Library, Oshkosh, Wis., 
Natalie T. Huhn, librarian, offers for cost of 
transportation: Washington Writings in 32 
vols. 

The Wilmington Institute Free Library, 
Wilmington, Del, Harland A. Carpenter, 
librarian, offers: Speakman, Marie A. V. 
Memories. 


I0O Outstanding Books of 1044 


E 


Karski. Story of a Secret State. 

Krutch. Samuel Johnson. 

Landon. Anna and the King of Siam. 

Lasker.’ Peoples of Southeast Asia. x 

Lippmann, U.S. War Aims. 

Loveridge. Many Happy Days I’ve Squandered. 

McWilliams, Prejudice, Japanese-Americans: 
Symbol of Racial Intolerance. 

Milton. The Use of Presidential Power, 
1789-1943. . 

Myrdal. An American Dilemma; the Negro 
Problem and Modern Democracy. 

Nathan. Mobilizing for Abundance. 

Nevins. ’A Century of Political Cartoons. 

Nizer. What to Do with Germany. 

Osborn. The Pacific World. 

Porter. The Leaning Tower, and Other Stories. 

Pyle. Brave Men. | 

Reynolds. The Curtain Rises. 

Rolo. Wingate’s Raiders. 

Rosa. Mexico Speaks. 

Santayana. Persons and Places. 

Sforza. Contemporary Italy. 

Sherrod. Tarawa, the Story of a Battle. 

Shotwell. The Great Decision, 

Shute. Pastoral. 

Sinclair, Presidential Agent. 
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(Continued from page 127) 


Smith. Strange Fruit. 

Snow. People on Our Side. 

Stettinius, Lend-Lease, Weapon for Victory. 

Stone. Immortal Wife, the Biographical Novel 
of Jessie Benton Fremont, 

Stolberg. Tailors Progress; the Story of a 
Famous Union and the Men Who Made I. 


Stowe. They Shall Not Sleep. 
Straus. The Seven Myths of Housing. 
Sues. Shark's Fins and Millet. 


Tyler. Freedom’s Ferment; Phases of American 
Social History to 1860. 

U.S. National Gallery of Art. Masterpieces of 
Painting from the National Gallery of drt. 

U.S. War Department. Our Army at War. 

Villard. The Disappearing Daily. 

Violich. Cities of Latin America. 

Visson. The Coming Struggle for Peace., 

Waller. The Veteran Comes Back. 

Warburg. Foreign Policy Begins at Home. 

Weil. Argentine Riddle. 

Welles. The Time for Decision. 

Werfel. Jacobowsky and the Colonel. 

Wertenbaker. Invasion! 

Werth. Leningrad. 

White. They Called It “Purple Heart Valley.” 

Woodward. The Way Our People Lived. 
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Peace Is Our Business 


N THE COMING MONTHS the foundations of peace will be laid. 
I We want to make the best possible start. This means that 
the peoples of the United Nations must understand what is i 
at stake and what is proposed. 

The Foreign Affairs Outlines prepared by the Department of 
State set forth in simple terms’ what this government is doing or 
proposing. These outlines give factual information for American 
groups interested in studying and discussing these vital public 
policies in their own way. 

I hope-every American will participate in discussion of these 
subjects during the coming months and will attempt to make up 
his mind about them. The Department of State will be glad to 
receive individual and group expressions of opinions on these 


crucial problems. 
. Epwarp R. SrETTINIUS 


Secretary of State 


x 


A Past President Pays Tribute to the 
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A.L.A/s Executive Secretary Since Apr. 15, 1920 


x 


H " 


Twenty-Five Years 


WiLLIAAM Warner BisHop 


N APRIL 1920 Carl H. Milam, fresh 
from the War Service of the A.L.A., 
succeeded George B. Utley as its 

Executive Secretary. Today, after twenty- 
five years of devoted service, he is still its 
executive officer and is expending his im- 
mense energies in its work in a Second 
World War. That fact of itself is a testi- 
mony both to his achiévement and to his 
devotion. , "" 

'The record of this quarter century is 
one of steady expansion and unwearied 
service. Statistics might be brought to play. 
It would be an easy task to measure the 
growth of the Association in numbers, in 
complexity of operations, in services of nu- 
merous kinds, in resources, and in publica- 
tions. But statistics alone mean but little. 
"That there has been growth, that the Asso- 
ciation is a different and vastly more effec- 
tive body today than it was twenty-five 
years ago, is what matters, and matters 





X Dr. Bishop is librarian emeritus of the University 
of Michigan and is now dividing his time ‘between 
Ann Arbor and Naples, Fla. He has, in addition to 
degrees from Michigan, honorary degrees from col- 
leges and universities in this country and abroad. As 
a librarian of international renown, he has represented 
American librarianship in many ‘parts of the world. 
After.a career as a teacher of Greek, Latin, and New 
Testament, and in library positions in the Polytechnic 
Institute, Brooklyn, the Princeton University Library, 
and the Library of Congress, he became librarian at 
Michigan in 1915 and served there until his retire- 
ment from active service in 1941. He is the author 
of a number of books on bibliothecal subjects. 











supremely. ‘The one man who has been 
steadily at the center of this growth, this 
increased effort, this success, has been Carl 
H. Milam. 


'There had been devoted and successful 


` officers before him. ‘The days of voluntary ` 


effort, of sacrifice of time, energy, and 
health on the part of men and women loyal 
to their calling and willing to expend time 
and strength in such. sacrifice in. generous 
measure characterized the earlier years of 
the Association's life. Two paid secretaries 
had preceded Mr. Milam. The traditions 
of the office were exacting and severe. It 


` was no easy heritage: ' 


The A.L.A. has always been an organiza- 
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tion of strong individuals. It has com- 
manded the respect and the services of 
men and women of many minds and of 
high character. It is no easy team to drive. 
It never has been a group of “yes-men.” 
Gathered from all over the United States 
and Canada, it has never been a body of one 
type or of one disposition. It might, per- 
haps, have done more if it had been more 
homogeneous. But that any one man could 
continue as its guide through a quarter 
century of constant growth and changing 
forms of service is of itself a tribute far 
greater than any praise which can be formu- 
lated in set terms. That the Association 
in 1945 is a far stronger and more influen- 
tial body than it was in 1920 is due prin- 
cipally to the unifying and directing force 
of one person, its Executive Secretary. 


A Forceful Leader 


N. ALL THIS quarter of a century it has 

been my privilege to be very close to the 
organization. have never seen any in- 
stances of domineering, of pushing through 
a plan or a policy regardless of consequences. 
Working always through and with Presi- 
dents, Councils, Executive Boards, commit- 
tees, and affiliated bodies has been one man, 
Carl Milam. But he has a happy faculty 
of sticking to plans, of not letting the freest 
discussion carry him beyond the bounds of 
practical application. He has a knack of 
summing up discussion after patiently 
listening to wearying talk, of bringing back 
committees and executive bodies to the 
point at issue, of getting things done some- 
how and at some time. 


I have been particularly impressed with 


his constant search for new and unrevealed 
ability, by his untiring efforts to find the 
right man or woman for a job of work, by 
his insight into possibilities not at first evi- 
dent, by his human quality of friendliness. 
No one will ever know how much of these 
twenty-five years has been spent in this 
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effort—but it has been perhaps his greatest 
contribution to the advance of librarianship. 

One must not neglect also to dwell, even 
if briefly, on his ability to interpret libraries 
to persons not themselves engaged in library 
work. Foundation executives, government 
officers, municipal bodies, newspaper men 
and editors—to all these he has acted as a 
revealer of libraries in their services to - 
society. ‘The endowments of the Associa- 
tion, the numerous grants-in-aid of its work, 
the important contributions of voluntary 
effort over a period of years, all testify to 
his powers of interpretation. "That he has 
had immense help in this effort from li- 
brarians aware of possibilities is all to his, 
credit. A lesser man would have tried to 
do it all himself—and would have failed. 

I do not know a single librarian who has 
not differed with- Mr. Milam on occasion. 
Many a time I have shaken my head, gone 
along with reluctance, or failed to approve. 
There are many more who have occasionally 
had the same attitude, the same failure to 
agree in details. But that very fact proves 
my point—we have nonetheless united in 
respect for the man and for his work. : Even 
when we did not agree we could not fail 
to acknowledge his zeal, his disinterested- 
ness, his fairness, his strength. For such 
a man liking and respect win the admira- 
tion even of his temporary opponents. 

It has been the good fortune of the 
A.L.A. to be a pioneer—a pioneer in co- 
operative efforts of all sorts of library 
enterprises, a pioneer in organization, a 
pioneer in war services, a ploneer in inter- 
national relations among librarians and li- 
braries, a pioneer in education. And I am 
sure that the pioneer spirit is the secret 
of the success of its Executive Secretary. 
A “rugged individualist,” he has been the 
prime mover in all sorts of cooperative un- 
dertakings. The Association has been more 
than fortunate, it has been supremely happy, 
in his services. 


- What Some Magazine Writers Think about 


Building the Peace 


Are We Ready for the San Francisco 


Conf erence? 


^ 


Erorse REQUA 


ASSENGER FLIGHTS BY ROCKET)" 

“Conscription for’  Peacetime?": 

“Comes a New League.” “Our 
Sécond Chance for Peace." “The Hour Is' 
Late—We Must Not Fail.”—So speak the 
popular American magazines in the early 
spring of 1945 in discussing problems of 
how to secure jobs for all and a good life 
and security from wars on a world scale.' 
Take a look, for example, at any issue of 
Vital Speeches or, specifically, the one for 
February 15. This carries the joint state- 
ment by Roosevelt, Churchill, and Stalin 
after the Crimean conference; Roosevelt’s 
message to Congress on the Bretton Woods 
proposals; de Gaulle’s pronouncement that 
France will not be bound by settlements in 
which she has not been a party to the 


1 Harper's Magazine, March 1945. 








Twelve years ago Eloise ReQua, a Bryn Mawr 
graduate and Chicago debutante, decided to organize 
a library on international relations. From that de- 
cision has grown the Library for International Re- 
lations, which is housed in the International Relations 
Center and which is the. only specialized library in its 
field open to the public. The success of Miss ReQua’s 
venture has been due almost entirely to her own un- 
ceasing efforts, both to build up the library and to se- 
cure funds to continue its operation. 

Miss ReQua was selected for inclusion in the "In- 
teresting People” section of the American Magazine 
for March 1945—just one of many instances of the 
national recognition she has received in the past few 
years. 








original discussions; Dean Acheson's com- 
ments on the interests of the American 
businessman in international trade; the 
American Bar Association's meeting on the 
United States’ position on international 
cartels. All these political, economic, and 
financial problems raise issues and situations 
which face us today in international affairs. 

These problems are back of the interna- 
tional conferences which have been held 
during the last-two years and which have 
ranged in subject matter from the Hot 
Springs conference -of May 1943 on food 
and agriculture, the Atlantic City confer- 
ence of November 1943 on relief and re- 
habilitation, to the Bretton Woods monetary 
conference of last July, the Dumbarton 
Oaks conference in Washington on the 
problem of a permanent United Nations' 
organization, and the International Con- 
ference on Civil Aviation in Chicago last 
November, all leading up to the United 
Nations conference at San Francisco, April 
25, to draft a charter for a permanent inter- 
national organization. For pictorial com- 
ment on these conferences see concurrent 
issues of Life. : 

The March issue of Harper's carries an 
excellent summary of the aviation confer- 
ence by its presiding officer, Adolf A. Berle, 
Jr., under the title “Freedoms of the Air.” 
He draws a comparison between the con- 
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ception of freedom of the seas which de- 
veloped through three centuries'of wars and 
the present conception of the freedom of 
' the air as a working principle developed in 
one farsighted international conference. 


Dumbarton Oaks 


HE DUMBARTON Oaks conference has 
Faa aroused the most discussion, 
and, as groundwork for the San Francisco 
meetings, it is important that the public 
.know the underlying principles and aims 
enunciated there, as well as the general out- 
line of the machinery proposed for continu- 
ing international cooperation. Difference 
of opinion in the Senate on these world 
problems and on the stand the United States 
should take is“outlined briefly in the Janu- 
ary 27 issue of the United States News in 
the article entitled “America’s Role in the 
Peace: Behind Cleavages in the Senate." 
"Comes a New League" by Roscoe Drum- 
mond in the Christian Science Monitor 
Magazine for Nov. 25, 1944, emphasizes 
the spirit and objective of the new pro- 
posals and makes useful comparisons with 
the old League of Nations. Vera Micheles 
Dean, research director for the Foreign 
Policy Association’ and one of those rare 
people who combines information with both 
vision and common sense, writes a two- 
page article in the December Rotarian on 
“Dumbarton Oaks—And After” in which 
she urges that we remember that machinery 
can be changed and that to look for per- 
fection in the beginning might be the death 
of any United Nations’ organization for 
peace, as it was of our participation in the 
League of Nations. She says: 

If we are to look at the situation without 
illusions, however, we must recognize that 
the operation of any international machinery 
that may be devised will depend on the sense 
of responsibility of the great powers and on 
their willingness to have it work not only 


when it is to their own advantage but also 
when it is to the advantage of the interna- 
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tional community as a whole. No blueprint, 
no matter how realistic, will of itself generate 
-such spirit. But if such spirit does exist it 
can put even the most inferior machinery to 
work. 


Luigi Sturzo, in the February 23 issue 
of the Commonweal, discusses “Dumbarton 
Oaks. What It Is and Should Be" from 


somewhat the same point of view: 


'The general international organization, as 
proposed in the Dumbarton Oaks conference, 
cannot be a living thing unless it is animated 
by political and moral content that will shape 
its very nature. For there is no constitution, 
national or international, which can, live only 
on its own structure, as an end in itself, like 
a machine that is not fed workable material. 


: Mr. Sturzo goes on to discuss some of the 
provisions for modifying the machinery pro- 
posed at Dumbarton Oaks and especially 
does he question the provisions for amending 
the constitution of the proposed organiza- 

^tion as requiring too much unanimity, not 
only in the Council, but within the ratifying 
nations themselves. Mr. Sturzo asks 
*. , . responsible men not to close the door 
to amendments to the constitution of the 
general international organization, not to 
condemn peoples to a perpetual servitude, 
not to give or take permanent monopolies 
of political and economic affairs by the law 
of victory ; because after a war-victory must 
come a peace-victory; not chaos, not con- 
tinual unrest, not a spirit of revenge, not 
the preparation of a third world war." 


Senator Ball 


o; of the fullest articles on the subject 
of the proposals for international col- 
laboration appears in the March ro Col- 
liers, "Our Second Chance for Peace" by 
Minnesota's hard-working Senator Ball. 
'The article carries pictures of the Senate 
leaders in the second great debate concern- 
ing the Dumbarton Oaks proposals and also 
of those who took part in the first great 
debate on the League of Nations in 1920. 


REQUA: MATERIALS ON BUILDING THE PEACE 


Senator Ball realizes that we are not going 
to achieve any world utopia but that: 


The only alternative to collective security is 
national isolation, for which we would pay 
with universal military conscription, a tre- 
mendous and growing armament burden, a 
continuation of all the government controls on 
our economy necessary for total preparedness, 
and almost certainly, at the end, another great 
war. 'This is not an alternative. It would be 
` national suicide. . . . World leaders will make 
mistakes and commit injustices in the peace 
settlement but despite all these we must join 
in the best form of international machinery 
upon which we and our allies can agree to 
preserve the peace after this war. In this 
direction lies the only hope for the lives and 
liberties of ourselves and our children and 
our children's children. 


In a brief editorial on the Crimean con- 
ference, the New Republic of February 19 
discusses Dumbarton Oaks-and concludes 
that we are a little "closer to permanent 
peace" because we are moving in the right 
direction and because the weaknesses of 
present plans are not irrevocable; in short, 
that plans themselves are not permanent al- 
though they always seem so at first. 

Raymond B. Fosdick, in the February 11 
issue of the New York Times Magazine, 
warns that “The Hour Is Late—We Must 
Not Fail" and stresses that: 


The United Nations’ charter is only the first 
step. It is the foundation upon which the 
structure of a united world has yet to be 
built. Once this document is agreed to, are 
we prepared loyally to see it through, to 
support it in good days and bad, in success 
and failure, in all the disappointments and 
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discouragements of the years ahead? . . . If 
we place behind this new' organization the 
determination and the power which, to 
the world's infinite tragedy, were denied to the 
League of Nations, it will succeed. But if 
apathy and discouragement and selfishness 
once more, gain the upper hand, this experi- 
ment wil go down as another attempt— 
perhaps the last attempt—made by the race 
of men to avert a universal doom. 


I. F. Stone, in his article on the Crimean 
conference, “This Is What We Voted For," 
in the February 17 Nation, points out how 
allied cooperation is being tested and tem- 
pered by the immediate problems of war and 
of administration of occupied territory. 

Above all, in the words of Secretary of 
State Stettinius in his discussion of the 
Dumbarton Oaks plan given in the Depart- 
ment of State Bulletin of January 28 (re- 
printed in the February Reader's Digest) : 
We seek a calm and considered and complete 
popular judgment upon this plan and then, 
if it is approved and ratified, a solid effective 
support for it, not merely by governments, 
but by peoples. In the end it is they, and only 
they, who, by their determined purpose, their 
understanding, and their continuing loyalty, 
can bring to the world peace, security, and 
progress. 


Only by such calm and considered 
thought by us, the people, can the United 
States accept the responsibilities and privi- 
leges in the world community which our 
power has already assumed; only so can 
we be prepared to carry through the deci- , 
sions we must make at the San Francisco 
conference. 


Prevues of Coming Attractions 
The May 4.L.A. Bulletin will include the following: 


An article on slogans for displays by Matilde Kelly 
A discussion of the good trustee by Margaret Culkin Banning 
News from the Executive Secretary. 





To Insure Safe Money 


HE AMERICANS United for World 
Organization, Inc., in cooperation 
with the Secretary of the Treasury 
and the Department of State, sponsored a 
discussion of the Bretton Woods proposals 
on February 28. Represented at the meet- 
ing were 104 national organizations. Phil- 
lips Temple, Riggs Memorial Library, 
Georgetown University, represented the 
A.L.A. » 
In reporting on the high lights of the 
conference, Mr. Temple noted: 


Mr. MacLeish emphasized that the prob- 
lem of world peace does not lie in the future, 
but confronts us now. We, the people, are 
to decide whether a huge industrial society 


can operate democratically. The days before. 


the San Francisco conference are probably, he 
stated, the most crucial in our history... . 

More than once during the meeting the 
importance of making available to the public 
through printed materials the essential in- 
formation needed to form a sound judgment 
on the Bretton Woods proposals became a 
subject of discussion. Librarians should know 
that those desiring speakers on the pro- 
posals may make application to the Treasury 
Department. .. . 

Some idea of the public's interest may be 
gained from Mr. MacLeish's statement that 
every week the Department of State receives 
from eight to ten thousand communications 
from various organizations and individuals 
asking questions or making suggestions. Mr. 
MacLeish said that, ideally, every citizen of 
the United States has a right to hear indi- 
vidually from the authorities who drew up the 
Bretton Woods proposals just what they mean 
and why they were devised. However, in 
a country of 135,000,000 inhabitants, this is 
. impossible. It is precisely here that the 
printed word, the radio, and the motion pic- 
ture come in. 

Certainly there is no lack of printed infor- 
mation available to librarians setting forth 


the proposals. Apart from the articles in 
periodicals and newspapers, there are the 
official publications of the federal agencies 
concerned. Each person attending the meet- 
ing was given an envelope containing the 
following: i 

Articles of Agreement: International Mone- 
tary Fund and International Bank for Recon- 
siruction and Development. United Nations 
Monetary and Financial Conference, Bretton 
Woods, N.H., July 1 to 22, rggg. Washing- 


ton, D.C., U.S. Treasury. 89p. 

Bretton Woods: The President's Message to 
Congress. Washington, D.C., U.S. Treasury, 
Feb. 20, 1945. 8p. 

Bretton Woods Agreements. Reprinted from 
Federal Reserve Bulletin, September 1944, Wash- 
ington, D.C., Board of Governors of the Fed- 
eral Reserve System. 21p. 

Bretton Woods—and Foreign Trade. Reprint 
from Foreign Commerce Weekly. Oct. 7, 1944. 


3P. 

Bretton Woods Monetary Conference—Plans 
and Achievements by Eleanor Lansing Dulles. 
Foreign Policy Reports, Sept. 1, 1944. Vol. 20, 
No. x2. rop. 


Now, if ever, at this turning point in the 
nation's history and that of the world, is the 
time for librarians to exert every effort to act, 
not as passive transmitters of requested in- 
formation, but to assume an aggressive and 
responsible role as leaders in a nationwide 
educational campaign. Readers advisers are 
in'a key position; college and university li- 
brarians can bring to their faculties and stu- 
dents materials which they might otherwise 
never see; every one of the 104 groups 
represented at the meeting, in addition to 
many other organizations, should be ap- 
proached through their local representatives 
by public librarians with specific informational 
services to offer; local discussion groups not 
affiliated with any national organization can 
be posted as to the relevant facts; window 
displays, library radio programs, and similar 
publicity channels should be utilized; anno- 
tated lists of books, periodical articles, pam- 
phlets, and other materials, presenting the 
question from all angles, should be widely 
distributed. 
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Suggested Methods and Sources of Materials 


for a Building-the-Peace Program 


Everyman and the Next Peace 


Ouca M. PETERSON? 


HETHER OR NOT 130,000,000 
Americans will devote their mind- 
] power to making a workable 
peace will be an acid test for democracy. 
All of them cannot do so. Millions are 
otherwise engaged on battle fronts. Mil- 
lions more must depend on their elders for 
the creation of a peaceful world in which 
to spend their futures. "That still leaves 
millions of Americans who will, this May, 
hear radio programs, see films, read news- 
papers, magazines, and books, in which the 
problems of peace will be given special at- 
tention. Will the result be passive absorp- 
tion of facts or serious individual thought 
and action? 

All too often, everybody’s problem is no- 
body's problem. ‘There must be effort to 
translate an objective interest in what the 
public hears, reads, and sees into an impulse 
to respond. ‘This is where the library can 
help, since it meets Everyman both as an 
individual and as a member of community 
groups. The librarian must be familiar 
with the influences which will be working 
on him in both capacities and must use 
initiative as a community leader in seeing 
that the influences are directed toward ac- 
tion. 

What kind of action is wanted? First, 
it is desirable for Everyman to understand 
the many factors involved in peace and to 
know what proposals have been made for 


1A note about Miss Peterson appeared on page 89 of 
the March Bulletin. 


their solution. Second, Everyman should 
develop in his own mind what he thinks 
the best solution may be and, by so doing, 
help to create the over-all public opinion 
which will surely influence the peace, 
Third, Everyman should communicate the ` 
fruits of his mental labor to his friends, to 
his newspaper, to his representatives in 
Congress, and to public gatherings where 
his views can gain a hearing. 

In each of these steps, the library is in- 
volved. It will assemble information on 
what sources of information are available 
to the community and publicize the sources. 
A neat sign indicating that a card directory 
is available will not be enough. Agencies 
and programs should be featured individ- 
ually as much as possible, by display, news- 
paper reports, and other means. Of course 
this is the responsibility of the sponsoring 
group, but help from the library will be 
valuable to the cause and will result in in- 
creased goodwill. 

The library can also enlist the aid of 
agencies and groups which had not planned 
to participate in the national drive for 
Building the Peace. Suppose that in the 
course of her inquiries about community 
plans, the librarian calls up the editor of 
the Daily Pellet and asks whether the pa- 
per ‘would like to post in the library ad- 
vance notices on possible feature articles 


about the peace proposals. Maybe the edi- 


tor has been too overwhelmed with work to 


plan any special features but, if he finds 
i » 
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that community interest is organizing be- 
hind the drive, he will probably give it 
more editorial attention than he otherwise 
would. Suppose thé librarian has not been 
Successful in getting space for the library 
on streetcar and bus cards. Maybe the ad- 
vertising agents will reconsider cards about 
library service if tied to a community 
campaign for an intelligent peace. Perhaps 
department stores will turn over their news- 
paper ads for a message on information 
about peace plans in library materials. In- 
dustrial firms publishing house organs may 
be open to suggestions for a peace issue, in- 
cluding a page about.the library. 

Ours is a civilization geared to organized 
action. Clubs, professional groups, churches, 
and unions work through the expression 
of concerted opinion. Building the Peace 
is a natural subject for their concern, and 
they. will welcome the library's suggestions 
for program planning. 


Soliciting Opinions 
ITH THE LIBRARY, many methods of 
V V soliciting opinion (and thereby stimu- 
lating thought) are possible. Certain books 
on peace problems might be selected. Tele- 
phone calls to the last five borrowers could 
procure reactions to the book, which might 
then be typed with the borrowers’ names 
and displayed with the book. Question- 
naires on opinion about peace problems, lim- 
ited to one or two questions, could be filled 
in at the desk, and results of the poll posted 
daily. At least one newspaper story on the 
poll should be possible. High school teach- 
ers might be asked to use certain materials 
in classes and, at the end of discussion, to 
collect fifty-word comments from students 
for posting in the young people's room of 
the library. 

An effective technique used in introduc- 
ing youth to government machinery has been 
the appoiritment for a day of selected boys 
and girls to municipal positions. Why not 
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appoint intelligent, poised high school stu- 
dents who are popular in their age group, 
as deputy librarians, to serve in the library 
in turns, during afternoons throughout the 
month? Their purpose would be to inter- 
est their following in thinking and reading 
about the peace. Carrying this idea fur- 
ther, the librarian could appoint a teen-age 
peace committee to plan what could be done 
by youth to secure a good peace. 


Displays 


RINTED POSTERS suitable for displays on 
P peace are scarce, but global projection 
maps of the world make effective display 
pieces, and, if none is already available, the 
librarian might write to Remington Rand, 
Inc, for their 1945 calendar illustrated 
with global maps or use Harrison’s atlas 
Look at the World? Newspaper streamer 
headlines, pictures from Life, cartoons may 
all be utilized as the center of display. 'T'he 
librarian may solicit a letter from the local 
Congressman on his own opinions or on 
reading about peace, which may be blown- 
up by photostat and featured in display. 
'The text would also be sent to the papers, 
of course. 

The pattern of library programs for 
adults is familiar. Public meetings may 
easily be arranged, for speakers are available . 
almost everywhere. Speakers need not be 
experts in political economy, since the ap- 
proach of the simple man to peace calls first 
for common sense and sincerity. Even the 
experts cannot produce the answers, and ex- 
perts in this case may kill the spontaneity 
of discussion. 

The Booklist for Mar. 15, 1945, car- 


. ries a bibliography especially prepared for 


librarians who will help in Building the 
Peace, and in it are listed films. 

The bibliography and therefore the film 
selections are.classified by major aspects of 


? Harrison, R. E. Look at thc World. New York 
City, Knopf, 1944. $3.50. 
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peace planning chosen as topics for four 
brief study guides which will be issued soon 
by the U.S. State Department for nation- 
wide distribution. ‘The topics are: “War 
—How Can We Prevent It?" "Prosperity 
—How Can We Achieve It?" “Social 
Progress—How Can We Work for It?" 
,"Freedom—How Can We Achieve It?" 
These study guides will be mailed auto- 
matically to all public libraries, college and 
university libraries, and secondary school 
libraries now on government mailing lists. 
Extra copies may be procured by writing to 
the State Department, Washington, D.C. 

A specially prepared film list may be 
secured from the Joint Committee on Film 
Forums, Adult Education Institute, Teach- 
ers College, Columbia University, New 
York City. Related film forum discussion 
guides are available for ten cents from the 
Motion Picture Board of the Y.M.C.A., 
347 Madison Ave., New York City. 


Organizations and Materials 


HERE ARE MANY organizations devoted 
l fees to stimulating public interest 
in an enduring peace. Together with oth- 
ers engaged in postwar planning, there are 
at least 197 national or international or- 
ganizations in the United States carrying on 
continuing programs of planning. These 
are listed in Postwar Planning in the 
United States, published in 1944 by the 
Twentieth Century Fund, 330 W. 42nd 
St., New York City. The list is annotated 
with full information about programs and 
publications and classified by major interest. 
Of these agencies, several have given the 
American Library Association data on their 
activities and materials of particular inter- 
est to libraries, These are listed below: 


The American Association of Social Work- 
ers, 130 E. 22nd St., New York City. 


Studying foreign relief and rehabilitation. Issues 
material for local discussion. Will supply reprints of 
Principles on International Reke and Rehabilitation, 
adopted by the 1944 delegate conference of the associa- 
tion. These are suitable for mailing with a covering 
letter to social workers in the community and cost s¢ 
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each, with a 20 per cent discount on quantities of 
ten or more. 


The American Library Association, 520 N. 
Michigan Ave., Chicago 11. 


Reprints of the bibliography ‘‘Building the Peace,” 
originally published in the Booklist for Mar. 15, 1945, 
may be purchased at the following quantity prices: 25 
copies, 756; 50 copies, $1.00; 100 copies, $1.50; 500 
copies, $6.00. , 


Catholic Association for 
Peace, 1312 Massachusetts Ave., 
Washington, D.C. 


The Catholic position on world organization. A 
membership group, organized in 1926, it works through 
committee reports, nearly all containing study out- 
lines. A junior branch has been organized for stu- 
dents, Free publications are Judging the Dumbarton 
Oaks Proposals and Pattern for Peace, a joint declara- 
tion by Jewish, Catholic, and Protestant religious 
leaders which has received wide publicity. eace 
Agenda for the United Nations is sold for 7¢. 


International’ 


N.W., 


Citizens Conference on International Eco- 
nomic Union, 45 Astor PL, New York City. 


“A nonpartisan private association of individuals’ 
organized in 1942 to urge realistic dealing with eco- 
nomic problems of the peace. Publishes readable 
pamphlets on economic aspects of international or- 
ganization. 


Commission to Study the Organization of 
Peace, 700 W. Jackson PL, N.W., Washing- 
ton, D.C. 


Many publications ranging from pamphlets to books: 
Of immediate use will be a detailed bibliography, of 
reports, magazine articles, and interpretative publica- 
tions by Thomas Huntington entitled The United Na- 
tions Monetary and Financial Conference, Bretton 
Woods, N.H.: Documentation, published in March 
1945. Copies are free on request. 


East and West Association, 40 E. 49th St., 
New York City. 


Has organized Victory Caravans which are touring 
the country and conducting mass meetings on U.S. 
participation in the United Nations organization. 

eetings are planned in each community on three top- 
ics: why the serviceman wants world organization; 
what people of other nations think about world or- 
ganization; what the local community could do to 
achieve it. Local participation will be used as much 
as possible and the last meeting will be under com- 
munity leadership, Local follow-up activities cul- 
minating in political activity; campaign field workers 
will be available to help local agencies in planning. 
This is an opportunity for the local library. 


Educational Policies Commission, 1201 16th 
St, N.W., Washington 6, D.C. 


Two copies of journal reprint Lets Look at Education 
and the People's Peace available free to librarians only 
for bulletin board purposes. 


Foreign Policy Association, 22 E. 38th St., 
New York City. 


.Has assembled special packets for libraries on plan- 
ning for peace, Discussion packet No. 44 contains 
Qn the Threshold of World Order, a discussion out- 
line, tips for discussion leaders, brief display leaflets, 
and a sample broadside suggesting action. "This packet 
costs 254. Another packet costing $1 postpaid includes 
three Headline Books: After Victory by Vera M. Dean, 
A Peace That Pays by Thomas P. Brockway, and 
Skyways of Tomorrow by Burnet Hershey. The packet 
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also includes an attractive yellow and black graphic 
chart on the Dumbarton Oaks organization and the 
following Foreign Policy Reports: Congress and Foreign 
Policy by Blair Bolles and U.S. Foreign Policy and the 
Voter by Vera M, Dean. 


International Ladies Garment Workers’ 
Union, 1710 Broadway, New York City. 


In many communities maintains local unions which 
have organized evening classes for workers. These 
assign regular evenings to the problems of peace in 
the postwar world and will welcome library cooperation. 


, Kiwanis International, 520 N. Michigan 
Ave., Chicago 11. 


Issues discussion guides and other literature to 
local chapters; encourages forums and discussion 
groups among members; joint sponsorship with the 
local library a possibility. 


National Council for the Prevention of 
War, 1013 18th St, N.W., Washington, 6, 
D.C. 


Issues the Monthly News Bulletin, price 50$ per 
year. Contains analyses of current government policies 
affecting the war and postwar problems, the legislative 
situation in Washington, suggestions for action, and 
reviews of important current books, 


National League of Women Voters, 726 
Jackson Pl, Washington, D.C. 


Is operating a highly organized program to stimu- 
late discussion of peace proposals within its local 
chapters. Is now engaged in training discussion 
leaders among its members through regional institutes 
conducted by field workers. Issues broadsides, pro- 
gram plans, and pamphlets, some free, some available 
in quantities at a small price. 


Postwar Information Exchange, 8 W. 4oth 
St., New York City. 


Publishes the Postwar Information Bulletin, issued 
monthly, annual subscription, $1. Invaluable for infor- 
mation on program aids, developing trends in postwar 
planning, sources of information, films, radio recordings, 
and publications, 


Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A., Wither- 
spoon Bldg., Philadelphia 7. : 


Has organized local “committees on social educa- 
i 


“For Further Information, Ask Your Librarian” 


HE POSTERS, discussion guides, and 
Dumbarton Oaks charts which the 
Department of State is preparing for dis- 
tribution carry the line, "For further infor- 
mation, ask your librarian." Therefore, 
soon libraries throughout the country will 
be receiving requests for information about 
backgrounds and plans for a peaceful world. 
‘The materials made available by the State 
Department are to be sent to libraries for 
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fion and action" in connection with local churches. 
Note that this applies only to Northern and Western 
communities, since the Southern Presbyterian Church 
is an independent denomination. Will supply packets, 
including discussion outlines and materials, for study 
and program tuse. - 


Rotary International, 35 E. Wacker Dr., 
Chicago 1. 


“Stimulates individual Rotarians through their re- 
spective clubs to become acquainted with the issues 
involved in peace planning and then to exercise their 
citizenship responsibilities in order to establish an 
enduring peace.’ The local library should get in: 
touch with officers of the local chapter. 


'The U. S. State Department, Washington, 
D.C. 


Plans to issue posters, leaflets. Text of the Dum- 
barton Oaks proposals and a chart of Dumbarton Oaks 
organization are already available. Further informa- 
tion may be found in the March issue of the A.L.A. 
Bulletin. 


The U. S. Treasury Department, Wash- 
ington, D.C. 

Supplies copies of the text of the Bretton Woods 
agreements, 

Women’s Action Committee for Victory 
and Lasting Peace, 1 E. 47th St., New York 
City ^ 
. Organized. to interest women in exercising their 
rights of citizenship. Publishes monthly bulletin The 
Backlog addressed to the average, woman and availa- 
ble on subscription for $1. Also issues readable leaf- | 
lets on aspects of peace and security for free 
distribution to women. Gives simple practical in- 
formation on how to write a letter to a Congressman, 
how to check on his record, ete. 

World Peaceways, Inc, 103 Park Ave. 
New York City 17. 


Approaches international relations as a sum total of 
individual human relations and is interested in promot- 
ing individual initiative in support of the principles of 
the Dumbarton Oaks proposals. Invites requests for 
"suggestions on how you can put its principles to 
work in your own community" and passes on sugges- 
tions to other groups and individuals. 


limited distribution. ‘They are also being 
supplied to men's clubs, women's clubs, edu- 
cational groups, agricultural organizations, 
labor groups, and many others. 'The dis- 
cussion guides, posters, and charts are 
expected to reach the leaders in all com- 
munities who can make most effective use 
of them in urging all Americans to think 
and read and talk about the coming peace 
settlements. 


Sponsored by the Public Relations Committee, This Article 
Highlights Important Points in Any Public Relations Program 


1 
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Administration of Public Relations 


Hanorp Louis HAMILL 


HE SUCCESSFUL ADMINISTRATION 

of a public relations program begins 

with an understanding of its scope 
and a deep inner conviction as to its im- 
portance on the part of the chief librarian. 
A well-organized frontal attack is necessary 
because the problem is too complex to be 
solved by halfway methods. How im- 
portant public relations are, how much 
time a library staff is justified in spending 
on them, and who is involved in carrying 
out a program, are questions which must 
find definite answers before a scheme of 
action can be carried out. 

Librarians are certainly amateurs in this 
field and in the public mind are more noted 
for their technical skill than for their pro- 
found knowledge of human relationships. 
In spite of thousands of articles and dis- 
cussions on publicity, a widely accepted 
policy of public relations for libraries does 
not exist. 

Public relations begin at home with the 
personality of librarians. If you will 
examine your own feelings toward the 
power and light company or any other 
utility company in your community, you 


€Mz. HaMirr is librarian of the Kansas City (Mo.) 
Public Library. His professional experience includes 
positions in the Washington, D.C., Mount Vernon, 
N.Y., Yonkers, N.Y., Schenectady, N.Y., and Balti- 
more public libraries. He is a graduate of George 
Washington University and of the Columbia Uni- 
versity School of Library Service. 








will probably feel that you have been more 
influenced by the clerk who stamps your 
bill when you pay it each month than by 
the very expensive publicity program which 
the company constantly carries on. It is 
unfortunately true that the average Ameri- 
can is more interested in a boil on the back 
of his neck than in ten million starving 
Chinese and what happens to him when he 
comes through your front door outweighs 
all forms of publicity. ^ Exceptional 
efficiency and courtesy are the strongest 


‘kind of public relations and will satisfy the 


patron who is entirely ignorant of all the 
technical skill and preparation which goes 
into a well-organized library. . 

Unfortunately, human nature is so con- 
trary and complex that often the way the 
service is given is as important as the service 
itself. A recent experience stresses this 
point. One of our borrowers remarked 
that he always liked to use our "Fair- 
weather" Branch. This surprised us as this 
is one of our smallest branches and is not lo- 
cated near his home or place of business. On 
further questioning, he said, “Oh, I like to 
use that branch because they always know 
my name there and they always seem to 
know how to go about finding what I 
want." 

'The following suggestions may be of 
some help to library' administrators who 
realize the lack of stress we have put on 
this important subject and who wish to 
make a fresh attack on the whole problem. 


I41 
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Invite a public relations expert, who 
might be secured from one of the local 
utilities companies, to address the entire 
staff on the subject, “A Layman Looks at 
the Library’s Public Relations.” He will 
probably give an extremely frank, critical, 
and forthright analysis of the ways in which 
librarians fall down on their daily relation- 
ships and their general program of dealing 
with the public. If properly planned, this 
meeting will be a startling revelation to the 
staff and will set in motion many new and 
fresh ideas in the minds of those who work 
with the public. Critical self-analysis is so 
important that a second meeting should be 
planned at which the staff is invited to offer 
practical suggestions for a solution to the 
problem. 


Of vital importance should be a plan to 


evaluate critically the library’s rules and 
regulations in handling the public. Staff 
committees should be appointed to examine, 
from top to bottom, all of the library’s 
regulations which directly or indirectly deal 
with the public. These regulations have 
long been the subject of many jokes and 
semihumorous sketches. Has your library 
streamlined its rules to meet the needs of a 
civilian population on the run? ' How many 
libraries, during these war years, have 
altered their rules so that books may be 
renewed by telephone? Have you made 
concessions to gasoline restrictions by allow- 
ing some books to be loaned for longer 
periods? 


Detail the Responsibility 


HE LIBRARIAN who cannot find time 
Ts supervise the activities and problems 
. of all the staff members must be sure that 
in all meetings of department heads the 
subject of public relations gets its proper 
attention. Department heads and super- 
‚visors should be asked to work actively to 
see that all employees on the staff, including 
pages and the truck driver, are public rela- 
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tions conscious, Surveys made by some of 
our larger corporations indicate that a 
large number of complaints from the public 
concern the lack of courtesy and under- 
standing on the part of the lower-paid 
employees. An institution working on 
improving its public relations can act 
soundly only when its inner relations have 
been satisfactorily solved and only when 
each employee believes in his work and is 
convinced that the library administration 
is treating him fairly. It is mockery to 
attempt to get the staff to treat the public 
courteously and éfficiently when the indi- 
vidual workers own problems have been 
entirely ignored. By all means, let us have 
more democracy and self-expression in li- 


- braries. Emerson said, “Use what language 


you will, you can never say anything but 
what you are.” 


Program Outside the Library 


HE PROGRAM of action to be used in- 
"T side the library walls is of paramount 
importance, but every library must have a 
sound and definite program relating to the 
policies of the library outside its walls. A 
cardinal principle for such a program is to 
attempt to get as many people working for 
you as possible so that it will not be neces- 
sary for you to do all of the work yourself. 
Every well-organized library should have 
at least one open house a year, perhaps dur- 
ing book week. On this occasion every de- 
partment, process, and book should be open 
to public inspection. Remember that the 
public thinks that a library is a very mys- 
terious and intriguing place, and the visitors 
will appreciate an opportunity to see how it 
works. An attractive and well-organized 
open house program will gain friends for 
the library, and these friends will transmit 
their enthusiasm for its services to others 
in the community. Informal receptions 
throughout the year or occasional teas hon- 
oring visiting celebrities, local authors, or 
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significant exhibits are welcome when they 
can be arranged. f 

Friends of Libraries can be very valuable 
and active allies in your public relations 
program. It is not consistent with human 
nature, however, to expect a group of active 
laymen to meet in the library regularly and 
give out a pleasant glow on the cultural and 
educational value of library service. The 
librarians should plan a definite and 
challenging series of projects which will give 
the Friends something to work on and 
something to accomplish over a period of 
time. Let us remind ourselves here that 
there is hardly a library system in the 
country which does not need a new or 
enlarged main library building or an ex- 
panded branch system. 

The trustees of libraries should not be 
taken for granted. In addition to the time 
. they give in attending regular trustee meet- 
ings, they should be invited as often as 
possible to visit and become well informed 
on the library. Invitations to address small 
or large staff meetings have the effect of 
keeping them better informed and more 
enthusiastic as to the value of the library. 


Librarians’ Activities in the Community 


HAT DOES the average person think of 

\ V the librarian as a person of action? 

An anonymous layman friend writing in the 

June 1943 issue of the 4.L.4. Bulletin 
expresses it this way: 


Librarians aren't people. They think no 
thoughts, do no things, live no lives; so im- 
mersed in their books do they become that 
they conclude that all life is found in books. 
They live only vicariously, gaining their ex- 
perience and their life only from the printed 
page. What to do about underprivileged 
children? Read a book about them. What 
to do about the Negro problem? Read a book 
about it. What to do about the kind of peace 
which is to follow the war? Read a book 
about it. Do you find librarians on the 
boards of children’s homes, Y.W.C.A.’s, Girl 


Scouts, chambers of commerce, community 
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chests, Salvation Army, or any of the other 
agencies which are trying through group 
action to do something about conditions? . . . 
Of course there are many noteworthy excep- 
tions, but my point is that these are conditions. 
as they appear to me on the whole and on the 
average among libraries and librarians. 


Whether this is a fair criticism or not, 
we have not been considered “joiners,” al- 
though much progress has been made in 
recent years. Library memberships in 
important significant organizations 
should be as widespread as possible, and | 
the staff should plan its memberships to 
cover the community. Ideally, this should 
be arranged so that it would be difficult 
for the community to be working on any 
important project without having library 
representation. 


and 


Importance of a Definite Program. . 


RECENT A.L.A. library public rela- 
A tions survey shows that librarians 
have not planned their budgets and their 
time to make a systematic attack on the 
problem of public relations. Library funds 
vary from nothing in small libraries to a 
few hundred dollars for public relations in 
our larger libraries, and as to the cost in 
terms of staff time no library indicates even 
an approximate figure. 

Every librarian must designate a public 
relations director. In a small library the 
director may be the chief librarian, but 
larger libraries should allow for a part-time 
or full-time director. What are the quali- 
fications needed in this person? A person 
with professional library training is desir- 
able because this will give him unlimited 
opportunity to represent, the library, 
although it seems to be the practice of some 
of our large libraries to have untrained 
directors. Perhaps ability and personality 
outweigh all other considerations but cer- 
tainly the choice should fall on an en- 
thusiastic, friendly, and happy person. 
Initiative and aggressiveness are important. 
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'Ihe public relations director should be 
selected for his versatility and showman- 
ship, and a knowledge of newspaper work 
or journalism is very helpful. An aware- 
ness of the effect of print on the public 
mind must be present or developed. Under 
ideal conditions, the person should be 
selected from the local community, as per- 
sonal knowledge of local traditions will 
greatly help in the work. He must be as 
widely acquainted and known throughout 
the community as possible, and membership 
in the local advertising club will give him 
a personal contact with experts who have 
studied similar problems. 

In outlining and carrying out a program 
-of public relations and publicity, the li- 
brarian’s part will consist mainly of super- 
vision and of the ability to weigh and 
evaluate the effectiveness of various media. 
The question of the personal relationship 
between the librarian and the public rela- 
tions director is of vital importance. ‘These 
two people must be in close harmony and 
must have a mutual respect for each other. 
The librarian must not try to think up all 
of the bright ideas and, on the other hand, 
should not insist upon handling all details 
to the point of killing all personal enthusi- 
asm on the part of the director. 


Concentrate Your Ammunition 


B Es LIBRARIAN must be constantly 
aware of the effect of the various types 
of publicity and must evaluate each project 
so that the library does not spread itself 
too thin. 

Librarians universally agree that news- 
paper publicity is of supreme importance. 
‘The librarian must see that the local news- 
papers and the library are working together. 
Many opportunities will come where the 
library can give the-newspapers a real serv- 
ice and this will result in very valuable 
reciprocal public relations projects. Re- 
sentment of a newspaper's attitude or tech- 
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niques is of no value whatsoever, and the: 
library must adjust itself to journalistic 
procedure. 


Using the Radio 


Mz ATTENTION has been given re- 
cently to library radio programs, and 
in this media there is certainly an opportunity 
to waste time. Poor programs are worse 
than no program at all. We estimate that 
it takes at least fifteen hours to prepare a 
good fifteen-minute radio program. The 
library should not agree to organize a series 
of radio programs unless it has sufficient 
time and unless it is equipped with under- 
standing of radio techniques and showman- 
ship. The librarian should work with the 
public relations director in evaluating the 
types of programs which are most effective. 
Spot announcements requiring little prepa- 
ration have been used with success by an 
increasing number of libraries.* 

Almost every library has a series of 
printed or mimeographed publications. 
The librarian should plan these programs 
ahead and work with the public relations 
director and department heads in seeing 
that the most useful, timely, and effective 
projects are selected. The public relations 
director should be encouraged to be a 
student of print and must have an aware- 
ness of style and advertising methods. The 
opinions of highly-paid specialists in the 
advertising field can usually be secured as 
a public service at no cost. 

Library displays and exhibits should be 
critically studied by the librarian. Are they 
merely done for the fun of it or do they 
effectively put across a certain message? ' 
"Thousands of hours can be wasted on these 


- projects with no gain for the library. Here 


again the public relations director should 
be encouraged to call on his knowledge of 


1If arrangements can be made with local radio sta- 
tions for their use, librarians may secure monthly 
spot announcements from the A.L.A, Public Relations 
fice, 520 N. Michigan Ave., Chicago 11, 
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display techniques with occasional advice 
from professional advertisers. 

Public speaking is a very important 
activity in the public relations program. 
‘One library in Canada trains all of its 
professional staff members to be good 
speakers, but it is unlikely that many li- 
brary administrators will find this a prac- 
tical idea. All talks about the library and 
its services should be cleared through the 
librarian’s office, and those who are the best 
speakers should be selected for the most 
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important occasions. Librarians are not 
famed for their public speaking ability, but 
frequent practice helps in developing the 
proper technique and the librarian can en- 
courage certain staff memibers to develop 
this special ability. 

An effective public relations program is 
not the result of an accident but can be 
built over a period of years if it is founded 
on sound’ administration and professional - 
technique aided by an awareness of the 
public's sensitivity to courtesy and efficiency.< 


i 


Federal Relations News 


PauL Howarp? 


HE SURPLUS PROPERTY BOARD 
| probably will have issued its first 
regulation by the time this issue of 
the 4.L.4. Bulletin reaches its readers. At 
the time this is written the board has taken 
no action. However, it is likely that regu- 
lation No. 1 will deal with priorities for 
federal, state, and local governments. A 
period of three weeks will be allowed in 
which federal agencies can file claim to any 
property which has been declared surplus, 
then an additional three-week period will 
be allowed during which state ‘and local 
governments can file claim. Afterwards, 
the properties will be available to the high- 
est bidder. 

If this statement anticipates the provi- 
` :sions of the regulation correctly, librarians 
will have to be exceedingly alert to obtain 
full benefit from the distribution of surplus 
property. They should have funds available 
to finance intended purchases. ‘They should 
list their known wants. They should be in 
touch with "Treasury Procurement Offices 

2A-note about Mr. Howard appeared on page 18 


of the January 4.L.4. Bulletin. Mr. Howard is chair- 
man of the A,L.A. Federal Relations Committee. 


or other agencies which may be designated 
as disposal agencies by the Surplus Prop- 
erty Board, and they should be alert to all 
opportunities that might present themselves. 
Publications such as the Surplus Reporter 
and Education for Victory should be 
watched carefully. 

It is rumored in Washington that the 
board is considering the problem of price 
concessions to educational institutions, in- 
cluding libraries and public health agencies. 
The board’s solicitor has been on the job 
such a short while that no definite decisions 
have been announced. ‘The board has also 
been approached with a proposal to estab- 
lish in each state an agent of its own who 
would work with state and local representa- 
tives. 

Considerable progress has been made to- 
ward the introduction of a bill to make 
funds available to facilitate the use of sur- 


‘plus books from Army camp libraries. Let- 


ters from Essae Martha Culver, William 
Porter Kellam, H. Marjorie Beal, and Ray- 
mond C. Lindquist have proved to be of 
great value in this connection. 





The A.L.A. Personnel Office: 
An Apologia 


E REGRET that the A.L.A. Per- 
\ \ sonnel Office is not able to handle 


all inquiries and requests with 
‘the promptness and fulness which they de- 
serve, The reasons briefly summarized are: 

Great expansion of demands. he re- 
quests from libraries for help in filling posi- 
tions have skyrocketed and have been made 
more difficult to handle because of the 
shortage of librarians. 
three-week period, we had two requests 
from government agencies each wanting 
nominations immediately for sixteen well- 
paid library positions. These were small 
as compared with some requests we have 
had. Librarians often are unable to fill a 
position from the first group of candidates 
suggested and they write us for a second or 
even a third group. 

With the time of the staff given almost 
wholly to the work of filling positions, 
other work of the Personnel Office has 
suffered. Correspondence with registrants 
and on personnel questions is also in arrears. 

Inadequacy of staff and equipment. For 
several years the Personnel Office has re- 
quested more funds for staff and equipment 
to expedite its steadily increasing volume of 
work. The expenditures have been in- 
creased from $5,978 in 1934-35 to $14,807 
in 1944-45, but never have the Budget 
Committee and Executive Board been able 


to appropriate all the funds needed. The, 


reasons are (1) that regular funds were not 
available in sufficient quantity without dis- 
continuing other activities which the Execu- 
tive Board thought, or knew, the members 


Recently, in one: 


were unwilling to have discontinued; (2) 
that we have been unable to get special 
funds for the Personnel Office from outside 
sources; (3) that we have been unable to 
devise any satisfactory way of making the 
placement service self-supporting. 

Staff turnover. The Personnel Office 
has suffered abnormally from vacancies and 
inexperience due to turnover. At one time 
in 1942 Miss Timmerman was the only 
person on that staff with more than three 
weeks’ experience; at several times since 
then no one except Miss Timmerman has 
had more than four to six months’ experi- 
ence. We are still without a professional 
assistant whose appointment was authorized 
several months ago. Even if we find a 
suitable person we may not, in this critical 
labor area, be able to get permission to add 
her to our staff. L 

We don't ask you to like this situation. 
We heartily dislike it ourselves. But we do 
want you to understand the difficulties we 
are up against and to realize that failure to 
answer letters promptly and adequately is 
as unpleasant to us as it can possibly be 
to you. 

Also, we are eager to have suggestions. 


-Some day we'll find the right solution to 


this problem; you may be the one to 
suggest it. 
In the meantime we shall go on doing 

the best we can under the circumstances. 

ANITA M. Hosterrer, Chief 

Department of Library Education and 

Personnel i 
Cari H, Mikam, Executive Secretary 
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A Statement from the A.L.A. Committee on Public 


Library—Public School Relationship 


Public Libraries and School Libraries 


HE A.L.A, COMMITTEE on Public 
| Library—Public School Relation- 
ship was created at the request of 
librarians because of the unfavorable inter- 
pretation placed on the chapter, “Adminis- 
tration of Community Library Services,” 
in Social Services and the Schools, published 
by the Educational Policies Commission of 
the N.E.A. in 1939. This chapter has 
been accepted by the A.L.A. committee as 
an interesting and thoughtful statement 
which should serve as a basis for further 
study and discussion leading toward prac- 
tical cooperation between public libraries 
and school libraries. 

Any consideration of cooperation between 
public libraries and school libraries might 
well begin with the recognition that public 
libraries are not doing and probably never 
can do the whole job of library work with 
children. Post-War Standards for Public 
Libraries gives as minimum standards the 
registration of from 35 per cent to 75 per 
cent of the population from five through 
fourteen years. A recent study of public 
library service to public school children in 
large cities! shows that of thirty-two cities, 
fourteen register less than 50 per cent of 
the children of the community and only 
four exceed 75 per cent. This study repre- 
sents the cities with the best public library 
facilities. Many other communities with 
relatively poor facilities leave almost un- 

1 Stallmann, Esther. Public Library Service to 
Public School Children; Its Administration in Large 
American Cities. dissertation submitted to the 
faculty of the Graduate Library, School in candidacy 


for the degree of doctor of philosophy. University 
^ of Chicago, 1942. 


touched the business of library work with 
children. ` 
At the same time that we admit the 


limitations of public library service, we must 


recognize that there has been a large de- 
velopment in school libraries during recent 
years and that there is every indication the 
enlarged school program now taking shape 
will use much more of the child's time. 
This brings us to the question of coopera- 
tion. A dictionary definition for the verb 
"to cooperate" reads: "to operate together 
for a common object." It is a fair question 
to ask whether public libraries and school 
libraries are working together for a com- 
mon object. Reference is again made to 
the study on public library service to public 
school children with the following :? 


In most cities there has grown up no 
unified view of city-wide library service to 
children. Even in some of the cities in which 
the public library supervises school libraries, 
a unified conception of service is lacking. 
'There still exists the problem of the extent 
to which each library—public or school—is 
accountable for service, and there also exists 
the problem of where and how each type of 
service can best be administered. . . . 

'This inability to view library work with 
children as a whole is perhaps caused by the 
basic difference of objectives held by the two 
institutions, rather than by the fact that in 
most cities two institutions are directing the 
work. . . Most public libraries do not 
subscribe to the.school's aims nor to its meth- 
ods. Even where the public library carries its 
service into the schools themselves, that is, 
where the public library engages in work with 


? Op. cit. 
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‘schools, the motives which direct its action 
are usually based on its own peculiar and 
distinct philosophy of ways and aims rather 
than on an acceptance of the philosophy of the 
Schools and of the identity of the aims of the 
two institutions. 


Since a unified view of library work with 
children has not evolved, the committee 
feels that a positive statement of general 
over-all principles defining the objectives of 
service to children, in school and out, is 
badly needed. Such a statement should 
provide a clear understanding of what both 
public libraries and school libraries have to 
offer children, how they can adapt their 
programs to mutual advantage. 

Recommendations have been sent to the 
A.L.A. Committee on Postwar Planning 
that such a study be undertaken as soon as 
possible and that it be carried on by the 
Division of Libraries for Children and 
Young People. Post-War Standards for 
Public Libraries specifies that library serv- 
ice to children and young people should 
be an integral part of the organization of 
each public library, but it does not define 
the objectives of service to children. 
School Libraries for Today and Tomor- 
row, recently adopted by the A.L.A. 
Council, is concerned only with standards 
for the school library and cannot contribute 
to a general philosophy of library work 
with children. This committee feels that 
a serious gap in library planning will result 
if a study in this field is not included as 
one of the postwar planning series. 

The committee also recommends that 
practical cooperation between public li- 
braries and public schools be carried on at 
the local and state level by the formation 
of joint committees of public librarians and 
school officials. As an example of this type 
of organization we would call attention to 
the joint committee of the Ohio Education 
Association and the Ohio Library Associa- 
tion, consisting of three members from each 
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group, which has proved highly successful 
in cooperative planning. If similar com- 
mittees could be set up generally in the 
various states we believe that a pattern for 
cooperation will begin to take shape. We 
need to know more about the relationships, 
contractual and otherwise, existing between 
public schools and public libraries. These 
relationships can best be studied by joint 
state committees. Through them leaders in. 
cooperation will be developed and a repre- 
sentative picture of actual conditions 
throughout the country will emerge. 

Probably no set pattern of cooperation 
between school and public libraries can ever 
be established for the whole country. Each 
community will have to work out its own 
problems, determining what responsibility 
each type of library will assume and how 
one may supplement the other. Since we 
see this as a local or regional problem the 
committee recommends that state and re- 
gional library associations assume leadership 
in organizing these joint committees. 

The committee feels that a small 
national committee can do little in this 
field except to advise and to act as a clear- 
inghouse for information and ideas. It does 
feel that a comprehensive statement of 
standards on work with children and young 
people should clarify objectives for both 
public libraries and school libraries. Joint 
committees of librarians and school people 
in the various states will furnish the neces- 
sary machinery by which these common ob- 
jectives can be attained. The committee 
will be glad to receive news of progress. 

A.L.A. CoMMITTEE ON PUBLIC 
Liprary—PusBiic ScHooL RE- 
- LATIONSHIP! 

ELIZABETH D. BRIGGS 

EMERSON GREENAWAY 

Herren M. Harris 

Saran L. JONES 

ESTHER STALLMANN 

Joun S. Ricuarps, Chairman 


The Trustees Division’s Second Article 
on Postwar Problems Considers Building 


A Trustee's View of Postwar Building 


^ H. A. KNOWLSON 


INCE INDICATIONS ARE that there will 
be a considerable amount of postwar 
building and it is hoped that a fair 

share will be library buildings, it is time 
to present a few ideas on library building 
from the viewpoint of the library trustee. 
Before dealing directly with buildings it, 
seems advisable to give a word of warning 
to prospective builders. Possibly in many 
cases public demand will be for memorials 
and theré may spring up individuals who 
wish to erect a memorial to some living or 
dead hero of the war. The trustee must 
always consider their? demands objectively 
and analyze from the following angles: (1) 
Wil it be serviceable? (2) Will there be 
sufficient funds to operate it after it is 
built? and (3) If the memorial is to be 
only a part of the structure, what is the 
percentage of cost of that part to the whole 
from both capital invested and upkeep cost? 
He should also take into consideration needs 
of the locality to be served, and then make 








€« Mx. Knowzson is a native Canadian who came to 
this country in 1909. After receiving a B.S. in en- 
gineering, he joined the Canadian Army and went 
overseas with the First Canadian Tank Battalion in 
the First World War. After the war he moved to 
Toledo where he has been associated with the Shaw- 
Kendall Engineering Company, now being vice presi- 
dent and general manager. In 1935 he was appointed 
a trustee of ‘the Toledo Public Library and has been 
vice president of the board during almost all of his 
term as a truste. His present activity on the library 
board is that of chairman of the building committee. 








a survey to make sure that services already 
in existence in the locality are not being 
duplicated in the building to be erected. 

The postwar building to be used as the 
main building of a public library system 
will differ in many respects from many now 
in use. The building should be as cen- 
trally located as possible, even to the extent 
of being in the véry heart of business ac- 
tivities. Libraries are being used more and 
more for research and quick information by 
industrial, business, and professional people, 
and it is believed that this service will in- 
crease. The building should also be con- 
structed so that the main floor is on street 
level with the least amount of interference 
with entering and leaving. 

"The actual construction of the building 
should be planned so that use may be made 
of the many new types of materials to be 
available in the future, which will lend eye 
appeal and at the same time permit con- 
structing a sound, long-lived structure at 
moderate cost. '"l'his applies to both exterior 
and interior design and finish. In accepting 
what is called modern design, care should be 
taken that these designs and materials are 
ones which will be lasting and not types 
which will become outmoded in a few 
years. Materials which are easily cleaned 
and kept up should be used. High-grade 
linoleum on table tops, charging desks, and 
other places which are exposed to hard use 
is a good example. Another is the use of 
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some type of glass or its equivalent as base- 
boards and in other places which must be 
cleaned often. 

“Heating and air conditioning must be 
the best available and of such capacity and 
design that any part or all of the building 
may be heated or cooled without respect to 
other parts of the building. It is desirable 
to purchase heat where possible but in con- 
structing the building, if heat is to be 
purchased, facilities should be arranged so 
that at any time it would be possible to 
install boilers. 

The branch building of tomorrow will be 
as different from that of today as we antici- 
pate the postwar kitchen will differ from 
today’s. This will be brought about not 
only through change in architectural design 
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but by use of modern “package” (unit) 
mechanical equipment for heating and air 
conditioning. Lighting in branch libraries 
has not received sufficient consideration and 
has, therefore, been a problem to most li- 
brary boards. Here, again, the use of new 
types of fixture design such as the strip 
fluorescent type will make the building 
more attractive and increase its use. 

When the time comes to build the post- 
war library building, funds may be available 
which would permit construction of a much 
larger plant than would normally be con- 
sidered. Again, the trustee must have the ` 
foresight to anticipate the source of revenue 
to operate and also be sure that a building 
is not being constructed which is far in 


excess of demands. 


Indiana Leads the Way in Film Use 


P UBLIC LIBRARIES joined with public 
schools and the Indiana University 
Bureau of Audio-Visual Aids to bring war 
films to six hundred thousand people in Indi- 
ana during the 6th War Loan Drive. Be- 
lieving that informed citizens will purchase 
bonds, the state committee, under the chair- 
manship of L. C. Larson, of the university 
bureau, planned to reach all possible groups, 
especially adult groups, with the films made 
available through the U. S. Treasury and 
O.W.I. The commercial film libraries 
served as regional sources and local groups 
were reached through local public libraries 
and schools. 

Harold F. Brigham, director of the 
Indiana State Library, urged library co- 
operation and emphasized the opportunity 
- the experience offered to become better 
acquainted with films, their handling, and 
their library possibilities. 

Fourteen public libraries took active part 


in the program: Anderson, Angola, Bloom- 
ington, Columbus, Elkhart, Elwood, Gary, 
Greensburg, Indianapolis, Kokomo, La- 
Porte, Linton, Mishawaka, and Seymour. 
Al served as booking agents for groups in 
their communities and in three the librarian 
served as chairman of the film program for 
the drive. The results in audiences reached 
are impressive. Through thirteen of the 
libraries reporting, 802 showings of films 
were arranged before an aggregate audience 
of 94,162. 

The Seventh War Loan Drive will come 
in late spring. Richard B. Sealock, as- 
sistant librarian, Public Library, Gary, 
Ind., is a member of the National 16mm. 
Seventh War Loan Committee. Libraries 
interested in assisting in the drive through 
promoting and facilitating the use of films 
should write Mr. Sealock immediately or 
should get in touch with their state 16mm. 
War Loan Committee. 


Son Initial Donors to the Library 
Development: Fund 


^ (Advance subscriptions total $9191, Mar. 7, 1945) 


Susan Grey Akers 
A.L.A. Headquarters Staff 
Clara F. Baldwin 
Tommie Dora Barker 
Lydia Margaret Barrette 
Mary Josephine Booth 
Fanny Borden 
Humphrey G. Bousfield 
George F. Bowerman 
Walter T. Brahm 
Elizabeth D. Briggs 
Charles Harvey Brown 
Mary Rudd Cochran 
Charles H. Compton 
Gratia A. Countryman 
John W. Cronin 
Edith Hall Crowell 
Essae Martha Culver 
Charles W. David 
Frances E. Davis 

Asa Don Dickinson 

E. Ben Evans 

Luther H. Evans 

Lucy E. Fay 

Mrs. Loleta Dawson Fyan 
Helen A. Ganser 

Edna Giesler 

Mabel R. Gillis 
Rudolph H. Gjelsness 
Julia Grothaus 
Chalmers Hadley 
Harold Louis Hamill 
Mildred P. Harrington 
Helen M. Harris 

C. Irene Hayner 

Sue Hefley 


Robert William Henderson 

Francis H. Henshaw 

Edward A. Henry 

Clara Wells Herbert 

C. Tefft Hewitt 

Frederick C. Hicks 

Fanny D. Hinton 

Doris L. Hoit ` 

Mrs. Mary Louise Holzap- 
fel 

Clara M. Hosie 

James Alonzo Howard. 

Paul Howard 

Helen M. Iredell 

Carleton B. Joeckel 

Esther Johnston 

John Boynton Kaiser 

Mrs. Lucile L. Keck 

William Porter Kellam 

Bernhard Knollenberg 

Geraldine LeMay 

Willard P. Lewis 

Raymond C. Lindquist 

Edmon Low 

Harry Miller Lydenberg 

Samuel W. McAllister 

Blanche Prichard McCrum 

Harriet Dorothea Mac- 
Pherson 

Keyes D. Metcalf 

Ernest I. Miller 

Charles M. Mohrhardt 

Mrs. Eleanor Hitt Morgan 

Ralph Munn ' 

Louis M. Nourse ` 

Martha Manier Parks 


ISI 


Cornelia Dyer Plaister 
Herbert Putnam 


‘Edward H. Redstone 


Ernest J. Reece 

Paul North Rice 

Warner G. Rice 
Elizabeth M. Richards 
John S. Richards 

Arnold Whitney Rosaaen 
Mary U. Rothrock 

John Richmond Russell 
Mildred W. Sandoe 
Russell J. Schunk 
Elizabeth Scripture 
Wayne Shirley 

Charles W. Smith 
Elizabeth M. Smith 

J. Vernon Steinmann 
Eleanor Sharpless Stephens 
Josephine Jewett Swinehart 
Grace R. "Taylor 

Jessie E. 'T'ompkins 
Ralph A. Ulveling 

Nell Avery Unger 

Carl Vitz 

Caroline Wakefield 


' Althea H. Warren 


Katharine H. Wead 
Joseph L. Wheeler 
Elizabeth T. Williams 
Eugene H. Wilson 
Amy Winslow 

Wyllis E. Wright 
Lillie Wulfekoetter 
Janet K. Zimmerman - 





PICKUPS 





. By the Editor 





HE 'lhird Congress of Librarians 

and the First of Archivists held in 

Mexico City the latter part of 
October made several decisions which 
should be of interest to friends of library 
development throughout the world: 


1. The congress advocated the acceptance 
by all libraries of the classification system of 
the International Institute of Bibliography of 
Brussels and the adoption of Library of Con- 
gress cards. 

2. In connection with the need for trained 
librarians in Mexico, the congress went on 
record as being in favor of a national school 
of librarians which would train personnel on 
the professional, subprofessional, and special- 
ized instructor levels. 

3. The librarians also voted to request that 
all the laws now in force regarding libraries 
and library prócedure be gathered together 
in one place and that discussions be held 
thereon regarding the preparation of specific 
legislation. This legislation would attempt to 


harmonize the library work of Mexico with ` 


the existing educational system and at the 


' same time set up a government institution 


which would supervise the instruction and 
problems of libraries. 

4. The congress agreed to recommend to 
the National Library Council that there be 
constituted a microfilm and graphic reproduc- 
tion service to answer the needs of techno- 
logical libraries. 

5. The librarians recommended that invi- 
tations be extended.to ministers of the gov- 
ernment, to industrial and commercial groups, 
and to technological and scientific societies, 
urging them to cooperate in national techno- 
logical development by means of libraries. 


HE following quotation received recently 
from an Illinois librarian may be of in- 
terest to a great many A.L.A. members: 


Apparently they want the A.L.A. to be a 
Sort of combination of a trade union with 
delegates to send around to fight their local 
salary and service battles, and a public re- 


lations office including a group of talent scouts 
to travel around and keep the juniors happy 
with frequent visits, local meetings, and 
chances to perform. Perhaps that is what 
the A.L.A. should be, though I doubt it. As 
a national body it should concern itself with 
national and over-all affairs and should not 
have to worry about seeing that the junior 
"members get their money's worth. Perhaps 
we need a library assistants’ association, as 
they have in England. 


MEMBER of the New York City Board 

of Education became concerned about 
the failure of the city’s schools to instill a 
proper appreciation of books in the children 
and set out to do something about it. As 
a result, the board has gone into the pub- 
lishing business. Cheap, easily read editions 
of Tom Sawyer, Treasure Island, David 
Copperfield, and other childhood favorites 
will be printed for gifts to each child at 
the end of the school year. It is expected 
that the books will be an encouragement to 
many of the young New Yorkers to read 
good: books and to build up libraries of 
their own. ' 


ACCORDING to the Statistical Abstract of 
A the United States, 1943, only one 
occupational group has a larger percentage 
of women than the library profession: 97.8 
per cent of the nurses recorded and 89.5 per 
cent of the librarians recorded are women. 
Teachers are third with 75 per cent. 


FN NE MORNING not many weeks ago a 
O small boy rushed into a Milwaukee 
Public Library branch crying that the baby 
was choking and would the librarian come 
at once. The librarian ran after the ex- 
cited youngster to a nearby apartment 
where, sure enough, the baby was already 
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blue in the face. Reassuring the helpless 


` and distracted mother, the librarian grabbed 


the baby by the heels and soon shook him 
back to normalcy. 

Later the librarian asked the little boy 
why he came for her in the emergency. To 
which he replied that he was sure she'd 
know what to do, because she knew every- 
thing! 


HE ARMY Wan CoLLEGE LIBRARY is 
qo its 150th anniversary this 
year. According to Keyes D. Metcalf, it 
is one of the ten outstanding libraries in this 
country. Containing three hundred thou- 
sand volumes on all phases of historical and 
military history, it is rich in bibliographical 
and background material for all the war 
periods of United States history and is prob- 
ably the largest and most complete military 
collection in the world. The library was 
recently surveyed by a committee headed 


by Mr. Metcalf. 


EPRESENTATIVE GEORGE MAHON, of 

Texas, has performed a worthy service 
for those interested in a peaceful world of 
the future: he has assembled for the first 
time in one document the four most im- 
portant pronouncements by the government 
on world peace plans—the Atlantic Char- 
ter, the Fulbright Resolution, the Connally 
Resolution, and the Dumbarton Oaks pro- 
posals. The document is the Congressional 
Record of February 13, which also carries 
remarks from Representative Mahon which 
include: 


The United Nations conference at San 
Francisco is just two months away. Yet I do 
not believe 100,000 people in the United 


States have read the Dumbarton Oaks plan. 


Our estimated population is 138,100,000. In 
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other words there are probably 138,000,000 
Americans who have never read or seen or 
heard of the plan. There are probably 
100,000,000 Americans who have never read 
the Atlantic Charter and the Fulbright and 
Connally resolutions on world peace. 


N January 6 the Honorable Walter ' 

H. Judd, of Minnesota, spoke to the 
House of Representatives about the suc- 
cessor to Mr. MacLeish. He highlighted 
the importance of having a distinguished li- 
brarian as Librarian of Congress and quoted 
from President Vitz’s letter to the President 
about the appointment and also from an 
editorial in the Minneapolis Star Journal. 
Mr. Judd's remarks appear on page 4142 
of the January 15 Congressional Record. 


OLDIER TO CrvILIAN by George K. 

Pratt has been awarded the 1944. Par- 
ents’ Magazine medal for the outstanding 
book for parents published last year. 
Honorable mention went to: All About 
Feeding Children by Senn and Newill, 
Your School, Your Children by Marie 
Syrkin, Do You Know Your Daughter? by 
Alice Barr Grayson, School's Out by Clara 
Lambert, Probing Our Prejudices by Hor- 
tense Powdermaker, and Our American 


Babies by Dorothy V. Whipple. 


HE March 4 Department of State Bul- 

letin has a story about the Conference 
about Books on Devastated Libraries on 
February 28 under the joint sponsorship of 
the Department of State and the Library of 
Congress. Acting Secretary of State Grew 
and Assistant Secretary of State MacLeish 
addressed the group assembled. (See also 
the note on page 154 of this issue and Mr. 
Grew’s address which was printed in the 
March 15 issue of the Library Journal.) 
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By-Laws Amendments Voted 


Bv MAIL VOTE of the members of the 
Association the four amendments to the 
Constitution and By-Laws submitted to 
the Council in October have been approved. 
The changes proposed in these amendments 
are given on pages IOS, IIO-II, of the 
. March 4.L.4. Bulletin. One of the 
amendments makes it possible for each state 
and provincial chapter to elect one Coun- 
cilor even though the chapter may have 
fewer than fifty A.L.A. members. Another 
provides for the mechanics for mail votes of 
the Association and of Council; another 
that a division may be organized within the 
Association "upon recommendation of the 
Committee on Divisional Relations, the Ex- 
ecutive Board, and upon vote of the Coun- 
cil" The fourth change is that honorary 
members may be “nominated by the Execu- 
tive Board and elected for life by the 
Council." 


' Copies of Learned Available 


A.L.A. HEADQUARTERS finds that it still 
has a package of William S. Learned's in- 
valuable volume The American Public 
Library and the Diffusion of Knowledge. 
'The Adult Education Board had acquired 
a stock of this some years ago and appar- 
ently did not complete the distribution. 
The stock of the publisher, Harcourt, Brace 
and Co., has been exhausted for several 
years, and it has been difficult to secure 
copies even second hand. 

In order to make available at once this 
stimulating aid in adult education planning, 

- single copies will be sent, while the supply 
lasts, to libraries requesting them and ‘en- 
closing twenty-five cents in stamps to cover 


postage, supplies, and handling. A library 


may instead, if it wishes, omit the postage 
and ask to be billed for fifty cents, the 
larger amount covering some of the extra 
costs involved in billing, filing, collecting, 
and accounting. Orders should be ad- 
dressed to the Publishing Department. 


Books for Libraries in War Areas 


THE ROCKEFELLER FOUNDATION has 
asked the A.L.A. to administer a grant of 
$2500 for the further development of plans 
for the National Book Campaign for Li- 
braries in War Areas. The request for 
the grant was presented by Bernhard 
Knollenberg, acting chairman of the Joint 
Committee on a Book Campaign for 
Devastated and Other Libraries in War 
Areas, and supported. by Harry Miller 
Lydenberg, director of the International 
Relations Office of the A.L.A. 


A.L.A. Representative 


AT THE CONFERENCE of the Association 
of Women Directors of the National Asso- 
ciation of Broadcasters, held in New York 
on February 17, Esther Johnston, acting 
chief of the circulation department, New 
York Public Library, represented the 
A.L.A. The occasion inaugurated the 
A.W.D.s 1945 national campaign, 
“Women of the United Nations,” during 
which American women are to be reminded 
of the issues at stake following the Dum- 
barton Oaks agreement and the Yalta con- 
ference and at the forthcoming San 
Francisco conference. 


Booklists Wanted 


AT THE REQUEST of O.W.I. and the | 


Rockefeller Foundation, the A.L.A. has 


154 


A.L.A. NEWS 


sent to Paris, for the use of French libraries, 
a set of the Booklist. The following issues 
are out of print: 

June 15, 1942, Pt. 2 

"Aug. 1942 

Dec. 15, 1942 

Feb. 1, 1943, Pt. 1 

Feb. 15, 1943 

If any friends of research in general and 
France in particular have copies of the 
missing numbers, the International Rela- 
tions Office, Study 251, Library of Congress 
Annex, Washington, will gladly send them 
to Paris with the compliments of the donor 
and the best wishes of American libraries. 


Survey of Personnel Office 

NaTHAN R. Levin, assistant librarian, 
Chicago Public Library, has begun the sur- 
vey of the placement and personnel services 
of the A.L.A. Personnel Office authorized 
by the Executive Board in October. De- 
tailed plans for the survey are still incom- 
plete. The survey report should serve as 
a thorough and objective presentation of 
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facts and conclusions upon which decisions 
for the future scope of work and financial 
support of the Personnel Office can be 
based. It will be studied by a committee 
appointed by the A.L.A. Council for this 
purpose and by the Board on Personnel 
Administration before the whole matter 
goes for final action to the Executive Board 
and the Council. Expenses of the survey 
will be paid from the Ritter Fund as re- 
ported in the Bulletin, Dec. 1, 1944, p. 488. 


Dumbarton Oaks Week 


THE AMERICAN ASSOCIATION for the 
United Nations has designated April 15-22 
as Dumbarton Oaks Week. Governors and 
mayors have been requested to make procla- 
mations urging citizens to devote time to 
discussion and support of the Dumbarton 
Oaks proposals, which will furnish the 
basis of negotiations at the San Francisco | 
conference. 

The A.L.A. has joined other organiza- 
tions in support of this observance. 


Li 


Now Is the Time for Action! 


PRIL is the Library. Development Fund campaign month for the librarians of America. 
A firm foundation for the libraries of tomorrow depends on you. Have you made 


your contribution? . 


The campaign for the Library Development Fund is the most important step of the 
year in the library world. The purpose of the fund is to maintain a library representative 
in Washington and to carry on a national public relations program supporting the de- 


velopment of good library service for all citizens. 


Its program will aid all types of 


libraries and will increase the educational facilities of the nation. . 
Let's finish the job! Since the days of our pioneer library leaders, librarians have 


worked for complete library coverage. 


'The Library Development Fund is our oppor- 


tunity and our responsibility. Let's give a little now to do a big job. Those who know 


the need must meet it. 


Each state has its own goal in the $105,000 total. Help your state go over the top by 
giving now to your solicitor, state or local director. Let's all have a share in the future. 


Cart Vitz, President 


The .. 


CLEARING HOUSE 


Radio Script Available 


A FIFTEEN-MINUTE radio program based 
on Willard Waller's book The Veteran 
Comes Back has been selected for distribu- 
tion by the War Script Committee of the 
Writers’ War Board and the Association 
for Education by Radio. 
script is a warning to the American people 
that G.I. Joe must be treated wisely and 
justly if he is not to “become the tool not 
only of the demagogue, but of the under- 
cover organization as well.” 

The script is offered royalty free for non- 
commercial, local rebroadcasts. Write to 
the Writers’ War Board, 122 E. 42nd St., 
New York City 17, for a copy and for 
permission to use it. ` 


Want or Well-Being? | 

ÅA TWELVE-PAGE PAMPHLET entitled 
“Want or Well-Being?” has been issued 
by Food for Freedom, Inc. The brief up- 
to-date summary of the United Nations’ 
plan for handling food and agriculture in 
‘the postwar world was written by William 
Allan Neilson, and twelve questions are 
answered by Raymond Gram Swing, with 
the assistance of experts in the field. 

The pamphlet is available from Food for 
Freedom, Inc., 1707 H St., N.W., Wash- 
ington 6, D.C., for ro¢ each, 50¢ per 
dozen, or $2 per hundred. 


About Small Businesses 


THE LATEST VOLUME of Business Infor- 
mation Sources, the series of bulletins issued 
by the Cleveland Public Library Business 
Information Bureau, is entitled “Postwar 
Planning for Industry.” The December 
1944 issue is Part V and covers small busi- 


The dramatic, 





Brief News of 


General Interest 





ness in general: defines small business, 
discusses its problems, government aid, re- 
search facilities, and includes a section on 
European experience with small business. 
Future issues will cover specific businesses. 

Subscriptions are 50¢ per year (25¢ in 
Cleveland) or single issues may be pur- 
chased for 10€ per copy from Rose L. Vor- 
melker, „Business Information Bureau, 


Public Library, Cleveland r4. 


G.L.S. Summer Program 


THE GRADUATE LIBRARY SCHOOL of 

the University of Chicago is condensing its , 
1945 summer quarter to the period of June 
25-August 25. Students in either the ad- 
vanced curriculum or the bachelor of li- 
brary science curriculum may enroll for 
three regular courses. Fourteen advanced 
courses will be given. . 
. The Workshop for School Librarians 
will be held from June 25-August 4, under 
the direction of Mildred L. Batchelder, 
A.L.A. school and children's library special- 
ist. 

Correspondence should be addressed to 
Carleton B. Joeckel, dean, Graduate Li- 
brary School, University of Chicago, Chi- 
cago 37. 


Peabody Summer Courses 


Durinc the 1945 summer quarter the 
George Peabody Library School will offer, 
for the first time, courses leading to the^ 
M.S. in L.S. degree. Entrance require- 
ments include graduation from an approved 
four-year college with a creditable scholar- 
ship record, satisfactory completion of a 
year in an accredited library school, at 
least one year of successful experience in 
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an approved library, and a reading knowl- 
edge of two foreign languages, preferably 
French and German. [Inquiries should be 
addressed to the director, Peabody Library 
School, Nashville 4, Tenn. 


Veterans' Rehabilitation 


"VETERANS," the latest unit of the 
Building America series, traces the history 
of demobilized soldiers from the Revolution 
through World War I and explains the 
government provisions made for them. 
Since more than twice as many veterans 
will be discharged after this war as in all 
the others combined, the unit describes the 
means now available for providing veterans 
with health, job and educational opportuni- 
ties, and relief from hardship. Many action 
photographs and several pictographs are 
included. 


S.L.A. Cancels Coaseation 


‘THE EXECUTIVE BOARD of the Special 
Libraries Association has voted to cancel 
its 1945 annual convention which was 
scheduled to be held in Chicago, May 21-23. 
However, advisory council meetings will 
be called in Chicago at the end of the 
association year to transact necessary busi- 
ness. — Out-of-town attendance must be 
strictly limited to fifty. Plans for present- 
ing .printed papers and proceedings are 
under consideration. 


Children's Book Transcriptions 


EprsopEs from thirteen children's books 
` have been transcribed for radio broadcasts 
by the American Dental Association. In- 
serted in each broadcast are two short 
. dental health messages in keeping with the 
story. The series, entitled Tales from 
Ivory Towers, consists of the following 
books: Little Lame Prince, Winnie-the- 
Pooh, Pecos Bill, Peterkin Papers, Joan of 
Arc, Call It Courage, Bambi, Good Master, 
The Moffats, Silver Chief, Mr. Popper’s 
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Penguins, Caddie Woodlawn, and Adam of . 
the Road. 

The entire series of thirteen recordings 
may be purchased for $25 from the Ameri- 
can Dental Association, 222 E. Superior 
St., Chicago 11. 


Food Rationing Programs 

ALL CIVILIANS should concentrate on 
three points in making the rationing pro- 
gram a success in 1945: farm labor, victory , 
gardens, and food preservation. County 
home demonstration agents and local nutri- 


‘tion committees in most localities will have 


fact sheets and other information and ma- 
terials on these points. Librarians may 
want to secure some of this material for 
distribution and they will certainly want 
copies for their use in answering patrons’ 
questions, 


Library Postwar Planning 


` CARLETON B. JoECKEL is the author of 
an article on “Postwar Planning for Public 
Libraries” in Public Management for De- 
cember. Dr. Joeckel is chairman of the 
A.L.A. Postwar Planning Committee. 


Association Meetings 


THE FOLLOWING state and provincial as- 
sociations have scheduled spring meetings: 


School Library Association of California, 
Northern Section, San Francisco, April 28 

Connecticut School Library Assoctation, 
Hamden, May 12 

Delaware Library Association, Wilmington, 
May 5. 

Montana State Library Association, Havre, 
May 7-8 

New England School Library Association, 
Keene, N.H., May 19 

Ontario. Library Association, Niagara Falls, 


_ Ont, May 23-24 


Quebec Library Association, 
May 30 

Rhode Island Library Association, Provi- 
dence, May 22 

Saskatchewan Library Association, + Regina; 
May 24 


Montreal, 
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Using Annual Reports 
TO THE PUBLIC RELATIONS OFFICE: 


To demonstrate what use we made of the 
annual reports we borrowed from you in 
December, we are inclosing some of our 1944 
reports. 

You will note that we quite shamelessly 
copied the format used by the DuBois Public 
: Library. We had five hundred copies printed 

at a local printing shop for $15.00. We 

mailed out four hundred'of them to a list 
of club presidents, teachers, clergy, and other 
community leaders, using precancelled one- 
cent stamps, The stamps provided us with 
,& seal The other one hundred copies we 
kept to give out at the library. 

'The local newspaper carried a story an- 
nouncing the report but did not repeat any 
of the information contained in the report. 


It did, however, call attention to the fact: 


that our circulation showed an increase over 
last year and also that rules at the library 
had recently been changed to make it easier 
to get a card and to permit the loan of more 
books at a time than formerly. 

So far the response has not been particu- 
larly noticeable. However, public relations 
have been neglected here, and we feel that one 
of our greatest needs is to tell the community 
what we have and what, we can do for them. 
For that reason we tried to include as much 
general information as possible about library 
services. We think the report is well worth 
the effort and the money it cost us. 

GERTRUDE Lemon, Librarian 
Public Library 
Parsons, Kan. 


Using A.L.A: Membership Card 


TO THE ALA?! 


The A.L.A. membership card you sent me. 


served me very well on at least one occasion. 
While I was in London on a five-day leave, 
I ventured to visit the British Museum. A 
London bobbie met me at.the gate and assured 
me that only members were allowed inside, 


that wartime conditions, prevailed. Un- 
daunted, I produced my card; he replied that 
I could try inside but that it was no use at 
all. Blithely making my way inside, I was 
greeted like a long-lost friend: “Here is a 
librarian from America; we must show him 
around!” Obviously, war conditions did pre- 
vail. The main reading room was closed 
entirely to readers, a small anteroom only 
being in use for this purpose. Most of the 
exhibit articles had been removed for safety, 
often to cities far away from London, in 
some cases to America. Regardless, it was a 
real thrill to visit this famous library. 
GERHARD B. NArsETH 
Yeoman Third Class 
U.S. Navy 


A Visitor Speaks 


TO THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY: 


, Ever since my return from the conference 
in the interest of the Library Development 
Fund it has been my intention to write you 
and the A.L.A. staff to tell you again that I 
enjoyed the buffet supper and pleasant hour 
at Headquarters. It was a lovely thing for 
you all to do when there were so many 
“musts” on the agenda for that conference. 
It will be one of my many pleasant memories 
of library gatherings. 

Saran S. Morony, President 

Illinois Library Association 


The Ritter Bequest 


TO THE CHIEF OF THE MEMBERSHIP DEPART- 
MENT: - 

I want to tell you how pleased I am that 
My. Ritter's gift is to be used for the work 
of the Personnel Office. It has always seemed 
to me that Miss Timmerman was being asked 
to do the impossible and I can think of no 
better use to put Mr. Ritter's gift. I was 
one of his Cleveland friends and I have missed 
his visits very much. May this be a good 
beginning which will attract similar gifts. 

ELIZABETH M. RICHARDS 

Cleveland 
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Re: Miss Manley's Article 


TO THE EDITOR: 


Miss Manley’s suggestions in her article 
"A.L.A/s Growth and the Grass Roots" 
deserve serious consideration. 

A number of regional areas, each embrac- 
ing several states, can be determined and 
served from cities designated as area head- 
quarters, where the regional officers and com- 
mittees. would be located. The regional 
conventions would draw large numbers of 
librarians of the areas. : 

On the agenda of each convention should 
be-the election of delegates to the annual con- 
ference. It is not practical to have con- 
ferences "so large and unwieldy that the 
average person feels lost and submerged in 
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them.” These elected delegates could just 
as easily accomplish the business of the con- 
ference. Any other interested A.L.A. 
members could go to participate in it. 

State organizations should retain their 
distinct existence, for they can more effec- 
tively work with problems peculiar to their 
states; of course, with the assistance of re- 
gional and national headquarters. 

Local organizations of A.L.A. members 
are not necessary, but members may occasion- 
ally gather informally to hear speakers and 
reports and consider situations of local in- 
terest. 

What do other members think? 


CORPORAL BENJAMIN H. AVIN 
United States Army Air Base Library 


Positions 


Wanted: Trained and experienced librarian 
for field work in school libraries. Must own 
car. Salary, $2028. Position open until July x5. 
Cuyahoga County Library, Cleveland. 

Wanted; Librarian who is an experienced 
writer. Immigration problems will be outstand- 
ing after the war. Have years of Ellis Island 
Board of Special Inquiry proceedings on exclu- 
sion, deportation, and quota allowances of aliens. 
Photographs of Castle Garden, many types of 
individuals and families; social work and the 
future citizens. Unusual opportunity, without 
further research, for magazine series, screen 





version, radio, or book, to participate directly 
and on a royalty basis. A r5. 

Wanted: Asst. libr. pos. Coll., publ., or special 
libr. Male. Languages. Teach. ability. A 14. 

Wanted: Special or public libr. pos. $2400. 
A.B. (mod. lang.), A.B. in L.S. (N.C.), 1x years’ 
branch, cataloging, general, administrative exp. 
in public and service librs. Planned and org. 
new branches and libr. A r3. 

Wanted: Administrative or reference position 
by experienced librarian, with M.S. degree, in 
college or university library. A 16. 





Notices by A.L.A. personal or institutional members will be inserted for a charge of fifty cents 
a line; minimum, one dollar and a half. Deadline: tenth of month preceding publication. 








What Can the ALA. Do for You? 


D 


THEL Marion Farr, in her comments on Mrs. Graham's article on “What If 

E There Were No A.L.A.?" listed several services which the A.L.A. renders its 

members. (March Bulletin, p. 85.) There are undoubtedly many additional ac- 

.tivities other members of the Association can think of which are of'particular value to 

them. The A.L.A. officers, Executive Board, and Headquarters staff are interested in 

expressions of opinions from the membership about the policies and program of the As-- 
sociation and, therefore, welcome letters or verbal comments from all members. 


There are many activities of the Association, of course, which are intangible and, it 
may be, aren't even recognized by members as parts of its program. There are others 
which can and should be things which each member can think of as something the As- 
sociation can do specifically for him. Many members feel that the 4.0.4. Bulletin is the 
only tangible contribution the Association makes to their professional life. It is hoped 
that these members, as well as many others, will respond to the questionnaire below. 


Please fill oute tear off, and return this blank to the A.L.A. Executive Secretary, n 
! "320 N. Michigan Ave., Chicago rr 


2. What services which the A.L.A. now offers do you think should be discontinued to make way 


for other services? ............. eens — —— M" SU ace RATE Ra wai s e Iria een alate delete sie Big, dixero 
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May / ee Anniversary 
This battle is not just a battle of lands, 
A war of conquest, a balance-of-power war. 
‘It is a battle for the mind of man 
Not only for his body. It will decide 
What you and you and you can think and say, 
Plan, dream, and hope for in your inmost minds 
For the next thousand years. 
Decide whether man goes forward toward the light, 
Stumbling and striving, clumsy—but a man— 
Or back to the dark ages, the dark gods, 
The old barbaric forest that is fear. 
Books are not men, and yet they are alive. 
They are man’s memory and his aspiration, 
The link between his present and his past, 
The tools he builds with, all the hoarded thoughts, 
Winnowed and sifted from a million minds, 
Living and dead to guide him on his way. 

From They Burned the Books 


Published by Farrar & Rinehart 
Copyright 1942 by Stephen Vincent Benét 





The Trustees Divisions Third Article on 
Postwar Planning Considers the Trustee 


The Good Trustee 


MARGARET CULKIN BANNING 


HE FIRST DUTY of a newly elected 

or appointed library trustee is to 

make a thorough and clear job anal- 
ysis of his new position. The word "trus- 
tee" always has a ring of authority as well as 
connotations of personal responsibility, but 
to be a good library trustee involves know- 
ing where control properly stops and at 
what point responsibility may spill over 
into interference. 

'The job varies, of course, according to 
the community's size, the security of the 
library budget, the reading habits of the 
local public, and the temperaments and re- 
liability of the professional staff attached 
to the library system. But there are cer- 
tain principles and precedents established 
for library management and control which 
apply equally to the large city and the 
small town. Every trustee should examine 
these before he begins to exercise authority. 
Nor should he consider them only once. 
I believe that the useful trustee always re- 
examines these principles when an emer- 
gency or new condition arises. 

It is important for the trustee to know 
when to tread lightly so as not to step on 








CA WELL-KNOWN NOVELIST, Mrs. Banning has been 
a member of the board of trustees of the Duluth 
Public Library since 1929 and its president since 1936. 
She was bórn in Minnesota, attended Vassar and the 
Chicago School of Civics and Philanthropy, was a 
Russell Sage Foundation fellow for research in 1913, 
and has been writing novels and short stories since 
1920. 








the toes of people whom he does not want 
to offend or injure. It is equally important 
to know when to put his foot down firmly. 
'The dominant, bossy trustee is objection- 
able. But so is the indecisive one who is 
unsure of himself and who whirls like a 
weathercock in every breeze of criticism. 

There is probably no simpler way to pin 
down these generalities than to apply them 
to the agenda which might confront an 
average board of library trustees at its regu- 
lar monthly meeting. Let us assume that 
it is April. The minutes of the last meet- 
ing have been read and approved. The 
payment of the routine bills is already au- 
thorized. What will come up next? 

In the correspondence to be presented 
to the board is a bitter letter from a citizen 
who has been denied book-borrowing privi- 
leges by the librarian. ‘The citizen writes 
that the librarian is unjust and unsympa- 
thetic and appeals to the trustees to revoke 
the action. If not, the case is going to be 
taken to the newspapers in an effort to 
make trouble for trustees and librarian. 

The trustees hear the librarian’s version 
of the story. The citizen in question has 
lost several books but denies losing them. 
She claims that she returned them, but 
there is no record of this. The citizen has 
been interviewed by the librarian, who 
states to the trustees that the complainant 
is a quarrelsome type of person who becomes 
vindictive when she is crossed. “The trustees 
support the librarian’s decision. Perhaps 
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. the matter will reach the newspapers and 
excite some criticism. But they have no 
other option, except to interfere with the in- 
ternal management of the library. 

The chairman of the book committee, in 
making his report, states that a certain 
sum has been expended for new books and 
another sum for rebinding. The list of 
books bought is attached, and, as usual, the 
trustees accept this list as submitted, realiz- 
ing that the librarian and her associates 
have learned the best methods of choosing 
books for general reading and have access 
to lists compiled for library usage. "They do 
not question, as a rule, the choice of books, 
but the good trustee knows in general what 
books are available in the library and its 
branches, what the distribution of expendi- 
ture is between various kinds of books, and 
what the unfilled needs are. 


The Budget 


U IS at this meeting too that the admin- 
istration committee or the finance 
committee submits a tentative budget for 
the coming year. In consultation with the 
librarian, this is being made ready to pre- 
sent to those who administer the tax money. 
At this point the good trustee is right on 
the job, for the obtaining of enough money 
to run the library system is one of his most 
important functions. He must be sure, first 
of all, that the budget is honest and sound. 
Assured of that, his duty is to see that it 
is properly presented, that it is not sheared 
by unsympathetic or careless officials, and, 
if question arises, he should be able to de- 
fend it before the public. 

There are other items on the agenda. 
The matter of microfilming newspapers, in- 
stead of keeping great files of them, comes 
up. This is a matter of policy, for it in- 
volves a new budget item, and the trustees 
must decide if the city cam afford it. Any 
question of new library technique which 
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involves extra expenditure comes before the 
trustees, who turn to the librarian for her 
expert recommendation, and, with that in 
mind, they balance cost against need. 

'The librarian is concerned about the 
fact that the residents in one part of 
the city seem to take more interest in the 
library than do the residents of another sec- 
tion. One trustee may have suggestions 
for arousing book interest, based on an 
intimate knowledge of that locality. For a 
good library board covers its own city as 
well as it can by including among its trus- 
tees those from different parts of the city 
as well as from different income groups. 

Of course, a trustee should not be elected 
or appointed merely because of where he 
lives or what he earns. Nor because he 
likes to read.  He—who is so often she— 
should also be the kind of citizen who is 
imaginative enough to consider the future 
as well as the immediate needs of his own 
community. He should understand it from 
industrial and business standpoints. He 
ought to be ambitious for its mental growth 
and eager for it to keep up with modern 
progress. And such people, we assume, make 
up the board which is finishing the business 
before it in this average meeting. 

The agenda is completed and the motion’ 
to adjourn has been made. The trustees, 
if they know. their job, have left with the 
librarian and her staff all the problems of 
internal management of the library. They 
have not interfered with the work of li- 
brary experts. But they have examined the 
ways in which they can be immediately 
useful to the book-reading public, by sup- 
port of the budget, upholding the authority 
of the librarian, advising her on matters 
of public policy, and consulting with her 
and each other on how to make more good 
books available. If a trustee always keeps 
that last objective humbly and earnestly in 
his mind, he is almost sure to be a good one. 


News from the Executive Secretary 


A.L.A. Headquarters Building. The 
A.L.A. now owns a building; in fact, three 
buildings. Following inspection by officers, 
advice of attorneys, and vote of the Ex- 
ecutive Board, the Trustees of the A.L.A. 
Endowment Funds have purchased approxi- 
mately one half block, four blocks north 
of our present offices and one block west of 
Michigan Avenue. On the property are 
three large residences. The central build- 
ing, 50 E. Huron St., home of the late 
Cyrus Hall McCormick, will be occupied 
as A.L.A. Headquarters after some months. 
The trustees have bought the property from 
endowment funds as an investment. The 
total cost, with necessary improvements, 
will be around two hundred thousand dol- 
lars. Occupancy of the central building as 
Headquarters is expected to result in a net 
saving of four to five thousand dollars 


annually. A.L.A. Headquarters can still , 


be moved to another city if the Association 
should ever decide it wished to do so. 

Surplus Property, Latest word by tele- 
phone from Washington (as this is written, 
March 30) was something like this: “The 
pot is boiling; some decisions and regula- 
tions may be ready very soon. A.L.A. 
representative will be invited to a confer- 
ence, probably in a few days.” f 

Educational Buildings. A.L.A. is help- 
ing to draft a bill which is intended to 
provide for (1) surveys of needs; (2) the 
preparation of plans; and (3) construc- 
tion—all on a basis of federal-state-local 
cooperation. Paul Howard and Raymond 
C. Lindquist represented A.L.A. at a con- 
ference on this matter in Washington, April 
4-5. 


Camp Library Books. Because of the 
prolonged war in Europe, large shipments 
of camp library books to overseas war 
theatres, and for other reasons, the several 
millions originally expected to be surplus 
may be reduced to a few millions. But a 
few millions will still help to start a lot of 
county and regional library services for 
rural areas. Paul Howard, chairman of 
the Federal Relations Committee, after sev- 
eral lengthy visits to Washington, hopes 
that a bill providing necessary funds will 
soon be introduced in both houses. 

Overseas Army Library Service. The 
plans now taking shape for library service 
for the men who must necessarily remain in 
Europe for many months would stir the 
imagination of any librarian. Many ex- 
perienced women camp librarians are being, 
or will be, sent over. Librarians in the 
Army will be assigned to library work if 
possible. Several are already engaged in 
the planning. Hundreds of soldiers are 
expected to be specially trained as assistants. 
Books are now available in large numbers— 
in addition to the paper-bound books—and 
more are being assembled and shipped. 
Catalogs of unit collections are being 
printed. Requests for this expansion of 
library facilities and for a large educational 
program have come from the highest mili- 
tary authorities. 

Armed Services Editions. In March I 
was able, for the first time, to attend a 
meeting of the board of directors of the 
Council on Books in Wartime. Most of: 
the discussion was of the Armed Services 
Editions. At the present time 140,000 
copies of the thirty-two titles published 
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each month are being sent to men overseas 
and to Ármy and Navy hospitals in the 
United States. The American people 
should be grateful to the U.S. government, 
to publishers, and to authors for the co- 
operation which has made this huge under- 
taking possible. 

Library Film. During a recent trip to 
New York Miss Peterson previewed the 
technicolor sound film on American library 
service which is being prepared, with 
A.L.A. help, by the Harmon Foundation 
for use in the postwar cultural reconstruc- 
tion of China. 
the film will be completed this spring. An 
English soundtrack and slight adaptation 
wil make it suitable for showing in the 
United States. 

Washington Representative. Members 
of the Federal Relations Committee and 
Executive Board have been asked to sug- 
gest names of people for consideration as 
Washington representative of the A.L.A. 
under the Library Development Fund. 
Suggestions will be welcomed from any 
A.L.A. member. Final selection will be 
made by the Executive Board on nomina- 
tion of the Federal Relations Committee. 

Library Surveys Bring Results. The 
Sheboygan Press, Sheboygan, Wis., carried 
an editorial on January 18 crediting the 
Mead Public Library’s present develop- 
ment to the foresight of the trustees of the 
Mead estate and the library board in hav- 
ing the A.L.A. make a survey and in 
securing the services of Marie Wigmore 
Barkman as librarian. “The survey was 
of prime importance," the editor says, "for 
it pointed out the defects and made recom- 
mendations, and in following these we are 
now on a much higher plane." 

Other Library Organizations. Presi- 
dent Vitz, at the request of the Executive 
Board, has extended an invitation to several 
associations to affiliate themselves with the 


ALA, 


The. Chinese version of: 


ALA. BULLETIN: MAY 1945 


» A Plan for Public Libraries. A two-day 
working conference was held at Head- 
quarters late in March on call of Carleton 
B. Joeckel, chairman of the Postwar Plan- 
ning Committee. Participants were Mrs. : 
Loleta Dawson Fyan, Amy Winslow, Julia 
Wright Merrill, Carl Vitz, Ralph A. 
Ulveling, Mr. Joeckel, Paul Howard, 
Lowell Martin, and I. A tentative outline 
for the book was written and future steps 
were determined. 

Inauguration and Meeting of Officers. 
Mr. Vitz and Mr. Ulveling have agreed 
to have a simple ceremony for transferring 
the gavel in Chicago on June 21 or 22 in 


‘the presence of local members, to hold a 


two-day meeting of officers (in lieu of an 
Executive Board meeting) on those dates, 
and' to invite the board of directors of 
A.C.R.L. for an all-day discussion of mat- 
ters of common interest on June 23. A 
conference in print will be planned for 
sometime in the autumn. 

Library Day at Chautauqua. On the 
suggestion of Mary Emogene Hazeltine, 
the A.L.A. Program Committee (Vitz, 
Ulveling, and I) has made tentative plans 
with the program director of Chautauqua 
for a special library day. If the plans can 
be carried through the date will probably 
be July 20. 

Headquarters Staff. At the invitation 
of the Western New York Library Associa- 
tion, Miss Merrill attended its meeting on 
April 8 and spoke on “Regional Library 
Cooperation: America’s Coming Educa- 
tional Development.” On her return 
Miss Merrill stopped in Cleveland to talk 
with Miss Winslow and others. f 

During April Miss Fulmer attended 
four district library meetings in Nebraska 
at the invitation of the state library 
association. 

Miss Batchelder has been made a mem- 
ber of the national advisory committee for 


a five-year study of citizenship education 


NEWS FROM THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 


to be conducted by the Detroit public 
schools. The study has a grant of $425,000 
from the William Volker Charities Fund, 
Inc, Kansas City, Mo. i 

Representation. Ralph M. Dunbar 
represented A.L.A. at a work conference 
on education programs for veterans held 
at N.E.A. headquarters, February 26-28. 
Phillips Temple, for the A.L.A., attended 
a conference of representatives of several 
national organizations for discussion of the 
Bretton Woods proposals. Paul Howard 
participated in an American Council on 
Education discussion of the proposed re- 
organization of the U. S. Office of Educa- 
tion. Mr. Ulveling accepted the invitation 
of the Canadian Library Council to attend 
a meeting of the council in Ottawa in 
April, as A.L.A. observer. 

Ganadian Visitor. On the invitation of 
the Rockefeller Foundation and the A.L.A., 
Raymond Tanghe, librarian of the Univer- 
sity of Montreal, is visiting libraries in the 
United States. 

Publishing. A new “idea book" has been 
proposed in the public library field, based 
on experience and aimed at helping par- 
ticularly the smaller libraries to make their 
services to their communities more effective. 
Ten groups, including A.L.A. Councilors 
on the staffs of public libraries, have been 
asked to comment on the proposed new 
book. 

W .M.C. As Chicago is a critical labor 
area the A.L.A. is practically prevented 
from making full-time appointments to new 
positions and can fill vacancies only with 
the permission of appropriate government 
agencies. 

New Staff Members. Mrs. Ann 
Wheeler Lighter, formerly school library 
consultant, Michigan State Library, has 
been made part-time assistant in the 
Membership Department. Mrs, Amy 
Wood Nyholm, who is now part-time pro- 
fessional assistant in the Personnel Office, 
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was reviser and cataloger at the University 
of California. 


International Relations 


. Building the Peace. Libraries have been 
given an important role in the current dis- 
cussions of world organization. We at 
A.L.A. Headquarters have assured the De- 
partment of State and other agencies that 
public, college, and school libraries would 
justify the phrase "For further information, 
ask your librarian," which is appearing on 
millions of pieces of printed matter pub- 
lished by the government. Radio shorts 
may use a similar phrase. 

Cooperative Purchase. I had the good 
fortune recently to sit in at a conference 
on this subject with Thomas Paul Flem- 
ing, chairman of the Joint Committee on 
Importations; Paul North Rice, secretary 
of the Association of Research Libraries; 
and a representative of the government . 
having to do with American purchases in 
Italy. There was incidental discussion of 
book buying in France. Mr. Fleming may 
soon be prepared to submit a plan to li- 
brarians interested. Mr. Lydenberg and 
Mr. Metcalf are exploring other possibili- 
ties. i 

Book Campaign, The report in Time 
for March 19 was inaccurate. However, 
a meeting called by the Department of 
State and the Library of Congress was held, 
the Joint Committee on a Book Campaign 
for Devastated and Other Libraries in War 
Areas (Luther H. Evans, acting chairman) 
is in charge, Kenneth R. Shaffer has been 
employed as director, and the Rockefeller 
Foundation has made $2500 available 
through the A.L.A. for preliminary ex- 
penses. 

Latin America. The Rockefeller Foun- 
‘dation has appropriated $25,000 to A.L.A. 
for use (1) in sending three librarians to 
serve as consultants in the reorganization 
of the National Library at Rio de Janeiro. 
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Brazil, and for incidental visits elsewhere; 
and (2) in bringing librarians and archiv- 
ists to this country for library visits or to 
take courses in our universities. 
ternational Relations Board has selected 
Harvie B. Branscomb, of Duke University, 
and William A. Jackson, of Harvard, as 
two of its representatives. The Library 
of Congress will probably send a member 
of its staff on the same mission. Several 
Latin Americans have been suggested as 
candidates for the travel and study grants. 
Other nominations by members with an 
acquaintance in Latin America will be wel- 
comed. 

Visitors. Dr. T. L. Yuan, director of 
Peiping National Library, visited Chicago 
in April. Senhor Rone Amorim, a good 
friend of libraries in the state of Sáo Paulo, 
Brazil, has been visiting libraries and other 
cultural institutions as a guest of the De- 
partment of State. He remarked: “I am 
greatly impressed by the American libraries, 
chiefly those of small towns. I hope Brazil 
can follow the American example.” 


The In-: 
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It is understood that the Department of 
State has invited Sefior Julian Marchena, 
national librarian at San José, Costa Rica, 
and Sefior Juan Silva Vila, national librarian 
at Montevideo, Uruguay, to visit this coun- 
try. 

! Dr. Pablo Martinez del Rio, acting presi- 
dent of the board of directors of the Biblio- 
teca Benjamin Franklin in Mexico, visited 
Chicago in April. 

Book Lists. Charles H. Brown is prepar- 
ing a list of American books to be pur- 
chased for Chinese libraries from funds 
made available to the A.L.A. by the De- 
partment of State. J hope that by the time 
this report appears the printers will be at 
work on the list compiled by Charles F. 
McCombs as an aid to all who are purchas- 
ing books for foreign libraries. It is a list 
of about 1800 important reference and re- 
search books published in the United States, 
1939-43, inclusive. The A.L.A. expects 
to publish it. 

Cart H. MILAM 
Executive Secretary 


CLEARLY, WE STAND at the beginning of a change in living conditions as startling 
as when our remote ancestors finally found the courage to creep from protecting caves 
and live in the sunlight. Yet, if we fail to stave off global technological war, back into 
the caves we shall go. Doubtless these will be de luxe caverns—guaranteed bombproof 
and insulated against poison gas. 

They will be air conditioned, central heated; will gleam with marvelous plastics and 
twinkle with new gadgets. But they will be caves just the same—marking not an amusing 
interlude but a major defeat in the history of man. Unless we re-adapt to changed con- 
ditions, the new age will be a calamity. Yet it could be the most glorious age in the 
history of mankind, with the whole earth the possession of its children. 

The choice—collectively speaking—is ours. The problem is war; the solution, per- 
manent peace. Nothing less can guarantee us against the caves and a new ice age of 
the human spirit. 

—"Dumbarton Hopes" by 
Edgar Ansel Mowrer in 
Survey Graphic, January 1945 


The Public Relations Committee Sponsors 
This Article on Display Slogans 


Sluagh-Ghairms 


MATILDE KELLY 


HE TERM "slogan" originated cen- 
turies ago in the Gaelic "sluagh- 
ghairm." Originally meaning a 
battle cry or a rallying call, it still retains 
much of its original inference, for its 
modern function is to intrigue the imagina- 
tion, arouse interest, and translate that in- 
terest into action. According to advertising 
specialists, the successful slogan possesses 
‘certain basic qualities. These qualities, con- 
sidered from the library point of view, may 
be briefly summarized as follows: 
Brevity: A message that is conveyed in 
five or six words has a much better chance 
of arousing interest than a longer one. The 
eye grasps only a few words at a time and 
the mind most easily comprehends state- 
ments that are short and to the point. 
Simplicity: A good slogan is composed of 
words and phrases in common everyday use. 
Literary allusions, puns, and foreign 
phrases are generally to be avoided. How- 
ever, catchwords and colloquialisms some- 
times make highly successful captions if 
used at the crest of their popularity. 
Force: A forceful slogan is specific; gen~ 








@Miss Kerry, a native of Chicago, attended school 
in Chicago and all of her library experience has been 
in the Chicago Public Library. After having been 
associate librarian at the Hild Regional Branch for 
thirteen years, she has just begun the reorganization 
of the art department in the main building of the 
Chicago Public Library. She is the author of several 
articles in professional journals, many of them on 
displays and exhibits, a field in which she has been 
outstandingly successful. 
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eralizations have a weak appeal and trite 
expressions are ineffective. While inter- 
rogatory slogans may arouse more interest 
than'a simple statement of fact, they be- 
come monotonous if used too frequently. 

Tact: Any slogan which patronizes or 
"talks down" is psychologically at fault and 
may arouse resentment. Consider the in- 
ference of a slogan; there is nothing to be 
gained by using a caption which may irri- 
tate or antagonize. 

Truth: Provocative slogans, designed to 
pique curiosity, may be unintentionally de- 
ceiving. ‘The use of any phrase, however 
apt, which is not essentially based on truth 
is a mistake. Superlatives and exaggera- 
tions should be employed with discrimina- 
tion. 

Aptness: A “catchy” phrase 
attention. Alliteration, word rhythm, and 
humor are valuable if they can be introduced 
without the loss of more important qualities. 
A good slogan is always in harmony with 
the institution which sponsors it; dignity 
consistent with the position of the library 
must never be sacrificed to a “snappy” 
phrase. 

Not every display or exhibit will neces- 
sarily profit from the use of a slogan, in 
the precise meaning of the term. Trying 
to be clever with such specific subjects as 
“Photography,” “Advertising,” or “Sales- 
manship" is unnecessary. 

It is distinctly worth while for libraries 
to maintain a file of slogans, not only as a 
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record of those which have proved success- 
ful, but also as suggestions for future dis- 
plays: The following short list offers 
additions and suggestions for such files: 


Technique for Living (personal philosophy) 

A Dipper Full of Stars 

Probing Our Prejudices 

Curtain Going Up (theatre and drama) 

New World A-Comin’ (postwar world) 

On Your Own (careers) 

Victory Barnyard 

The Peace We Fight For 

Breaking into Print (authorship) 

As the Twig Is Bent (child training) 

New Frontiers of the Mind (new develop- 
ments in philosophy and science) 

Economics in a Nutshell 

The Backyard Farmer 

Common or Garden Talk 

Decoratively Speaking (interior decoration) 

Escape to Beauty (appreciation of art, music, 
poetry) 

Mount That Hobbyhorse . 

So to Speak (public speaking) 

Americans by Choice (biographies of im- 
migrants) 


A.L.A. Division of 


HE NEW Division of Hospital Libraries 

of the American Library Association is 
eager to hear from other groups interested in 
becoming a part of the division, 

Reference to the A.L.A. organization 
chart (page 511 of the Dec. 1, 1944, 4.L.A. 
Bulletin) shows several groups which 
might be interested in forming sections of 
this division. Among these are the Medical 
Library Association, Association of Medical 
Record Librarians, institution libraries, li- 
braries.for the blind, and nursing school 
libraries. 

No constitution has yet been drafted for 
the Division of Hospital Libraries. Follow- 
ing the pattern set by the A.L.A. By-Laws 
and pending an opportunity for an organi- 
zation meeting, the division could set up 
a provisional board of directors composed of 
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Creative Personalities 

Indomitable Women 

Strictly Personal (biographies) 

Business in Print 

On the Solid Side (young moderns’ interests) 
Lady Be Fit 

What Hoe—Gardening? 

Personality Plus 


The War 


Death Was Our Escort 
Of Men and Battle 
People on Our Side 
Pacific Battle Line 
Seaways to Tokyo 
Amateurs at War 

The Year of Decision 


Fiction 


For Richer, for Poorer (married life) 
Junior Miss 

Period Piece 

Sherlock Holmes & Co. 

Singing in the Rain 

You Saw It in the Movies 

Rogues’ Gallery (mysteries) 
Star-Spangled Stories 


Hospital Libraries 


the presiding officer of each group indicat- 
ing its desire to become a section. ‘This 
board could elect temporary officers and 
appoint committees to get under way such 
preliminaries as a constitution and by-laws, 
nominations for office, et cetera. 

The officers of the former A.L.A. Hos- 
pital Libraries Round Table are acting as 
provisional officers of the division until 
organization can be effected. They are 
Gertrude M. Edwards, head, Hospital Divi- 
sion, Public Library, Cleveland, chairman; 
Bertha K. Wilson, librarian, Veterans 
Administration Facility, Downey, Ill., vice 
chairman; Mrs. Glyde B. Nielsen, chief, 
Hospital Department, Public Library, 
Minneapolis, secretary-treasurer. They will 
be glad to hear from any group interested 
in becoming a part of this new division. 


Highlights in the Program of the 
Publishing Department since 1920 


1 


25 Years of A.L.A. Püblishtns: 
A Sketch 


Everetr O. FONTAINE 


F Á LIBRARIAN had walked into the 

A:L.À. office in the Chicago Public 

Library twenty-five years ago, he 
would have found the Booklist staff of four, 
with May Massee as its chief, and a gen- 
eral staff made up of Carl H. Milam, 
Gwendolyn Brigham, his stenographer 
(now the efficient Mrs. White), Sarah 
C. N. Bogle, Eva M. Ford, and two or 
three clerical workers. But he would not 
have found a publishing staff as we think 
of it today, for publishing was one of the 
Secretary’s many responsibilities. He did 
almost everything but write the manu- 
scripts: he worked with the Publishing 
Board and with authors, edited manu- 
scripts, read proof, and even prepared the 
advertising letters which brought the books 
‘to the attention of libraries. 

Publishing then was almost independent, 
under a board with considerable authority. 
It managed its own finances, had its own 
budget, made its own commitments, even 
set Booklist salaries. But that was all 


Mr. Fontaine has been with the A.L.A. since 
1924, first in charge of sales and advertising and 
since 1936 as chief of the Publishing Department. His 
A.B. is from the University of Illinois where he also 
completed most of the library school curriculum, his 
work there being interrupted by "World War I in 
which he served as lieutenant in the Coast Artillery. 
At Illinois he did circulation, stack, order, and ref- 
erence work and, as general assistant, worked on Illi- 
nois' contribution to the first Union List of Serials. He 
also spent two years as librarian of the Naval Air 
Station at Pensacola. He came to the A.L.A, from 
the A.M.A. and Northwestern University School of 
Commerce. 








changed in 1920 with the adoption of a 
new Constitution which put publishing un- 
der an Editorial Committee. 

Frederic G. Melcher may have forgotten 
that back in 1920 he surveyed A.L.A. pub- 
lishing.t So too, Joy E. Morgan may have 
forgotten that he was at that time com- 
missioned to prepare a handbook on county 
libraries. Characteristic of many publish- 
ing plans, it never materialized, but others 
which did, produced tools which are still 
‘kept up to date—among them the Graded 
List of Books for Children and the 4.L.A. 
Catalog series. Other items on the 1920 
dockets of the board were the first Boolist 
Books and the first volume of American 
Library Pioneers, Harry Miller Lyden- 
berg's life of John Shaw Billings. Chal- 
mers Hadley's Library Buildings was also 
in the planning stage, as well as a series 
of after-war reading lists, vocational in 
character, sponsored by the War Service 
Committee. l 

Ọne who reads Mr. Melcher’s survey 
report cannot help but marvel at what 
George Burwell Utley accomplished “with 
his left hand," as Melcher put it. Mr. 
Milam was anxious to see the work go on. 
But the Enlarged Program was under way, 
the extension movement had a good start, 
adult education was already over the hori- 
zon, education for librarianship and the 
improvement of personnel were pressing for 


attention. Mr. Milam reasoned that an 


1 Publishing was again surveyed in 1942 See 
A.L.A, Bulletin 37:195-98, June 1943. 
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expanded staff which would give attention 
to the development of manuscripts and to 
developing a wider market for the books 
issued would not only relieve him for work 
in other directions but would sufficiently 
increase the Association's revenue to pay for 
itself. The Executive Board agreed, and in 
1924 an editor of publications and a sales 
and advertising assistant were employed. 

Prior to that Mr. Milam and Miss 
Bogle, with the help of prominent librari- 
ans, got the ear of foundations and, as a 
result, special grants were made by the 
Carnegie Corporation of New York in 
the early 1920's for library extension, adult 
education, and education for librarianship. 
The latter included nearly $40,000 for the 
Library Curriculum Studies, the first basic 
books to provide instructional material for 
the library schools. Two other grants were 
made specifically for publishing, a $15,000 
revolving fund and a small fund to provide 
the salary of the editor. 


New Staff 


MILY Van Dorn MILLER, now Mrs. 
J. Periam Danton, was the first edi- 
tor, assuming her new duties in July 1924. 
Her job was not only to edit manuscripts 
and see them through the press but to 
encourage the preparation of manuscripts 
to meet known needs. In those days there 
was little consecutive planning on the part 
of committees and most manuscripts came 
from individual authors, some by: invita- 
tion, some unsolicited. Notable exceptions 
were the Library Curriculum Studies and 
the Reading with a Purpose courses, both 
sponsored by important boards and both 
subsidized insofar as preparation was con- 
cerned. 

While Mr. Milam was looking for an 
editor, he was also trying to locate some- 
one to promote the use of A.L.A. publica- 
tions. He, wrote the library schools for 
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names'of former students with some com- 
mercial experience and, through Phineas 
Lawrence Windsor, located the present 
writer who joined the A.L.A. staff on April 
I, 1924. 

The first summer we advertised three 
new titles—-Lydenberg’s John Shaw Bill- 
ings, Hadley’s Library Buildings, and Jo- 
seph L. Wheeler’s The Library and the 
Community. The heavy publishing: drained 
our cash resources, and at one time that first 
year we had to send out a special mailing 
on important new books so as to get in 
enough money to meet the payroll. 


A.L.A. Offices Moved 


N I924 the A.L.A. offices were moved to 

the ninth floor of the John Crerar Li- 
brary Building with rent paid from a Head- 
quarters fund supplied by the Carnegie 
Corporation. Space which it had been 
thought would be adequate for several years 
was soon outgrown and more space had to 
be taken. Library extension, adult educa- 
tion, education for librarianship, the 4.L.4. 
Catalog, 1926 staff, and the staff working 
on the fiftieth anniversary program almost 
pushed the walls outward. There were only 
three private offices, Mr. Milam’s, Miss 
Bogle's, and the Booklist. Julia Wright 
Merrill, Luther L. Dickerson, and Har- 
riet E. Howe were screened off with book- 
shelves, and the rest of the staff was just 
one big happy family actually rubbing el- 
bows. If Dickerson had not been behind 
his barricade, many might have gotten into 
his hair when smoke from his pipe curled 
leisurely and gracefully ceilingward. 

All of the activity of the early 1920's 
produced for the A.L.A. some of its best- 
known and most profitable publications. 
'The seven Library Curriculum Studies ap- 
peared, each in mimeographed editions for 
experimentation and criticism and later in 
bound form for general use. The first fin- 


FONTAINE: 25 YEARS 


ished book, Circulation Work in Public 
Libraries, appeared in 1929, Reference 
Work in 1929, and Mann, Power, Fargo, 
and the two Drury books in 1930.7 It was 
the following year that A.L.A. sales reached 
$92,000, the highest point they had ever 
reached up to that time. About $10,000 of 
that amount came from the Reading with 
a Purpose courses which had started pub- 
lication in 1925. The first year of publi- 
cation the reading courses yielded $20,000, 
the next. five years $27,000, $26,000, 
$17,000 $18,000, and $16,000 respectively. 
‘That the reading courses had a tremendous 
influence in bringing libraries to the atten- 
tion. of the public cannot be denied, for 
nearly one million copies were distributed. 

In the summer of 1929 the A.L.A. offices 
were again moved, this time to the present 
address. The publishing staff had increased 
to twelve (excluding the Booklist). Up 
to 1931 nearly every professional staff mem- 
ber reported directly to Mr. Milam, but 
after Miss Bogle’s death the office was re- 
organized into the five departments which 
now exist and, in making the shift, Miss 
Miller was placed in charge of publishing. 
She was also ranking department head and 
in that capacity served as a right-hand man 
to Mr. Milam on many general matters and 
acted in his stead when he was away from 
the office. 

The relation of these new fesponsibilities 
to the declining publishing income of 1932- 
36 is uncertain. Even those with poor 
memories recall the depression, and it is 
also true that the feverish activity of pro- 
ducing books in 1929 and 1930 left little 
time for planning and developing new 
manuscripts for later publication. ‘The fact 
remains that in the years 1932-35 inclusive, 
only twenty-eight new books of a fairly 


? Introduction to Cataloging and the Classification of 
Books, Library Service for Children, Library in the 
School, Book Selection, Order Work. 
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substantial character were issued, an av- 
erage of seven per year, and that revenue 
dropped from the $92,000 figure of 1931 
to an annual average of $44,000. The 
situation was one to give concern. There 
were many unfilled needs, but we were 
making little headway in meeting them. It 
was decided that the Editorial Committee 
would adopt a more aggressive policy, and 
the chairman, Amy Winslow, prepared an 
article for the 4.L.4. Bulletin, March 
1934, in which she asked the members what 
tools they wanted most. The response was 
overwhelming; suggestions poured in from 
all kinds and sizes of libraries. The Edi- 
torial Committee considered these at the 
Montreal Conference, 1934, but little could 
be done until the proposals could have more 
study and reactions to them could be sought. 


'The present chief sometimes wonders if it . 


were love or the prospect of having to or- 
ganize this mass of material that made Miss 
Miller gravitate toward matrimony. At 
any rate, her resignation became effective 
with the close of the Denver Conference, 


1935. 
New Department Chief 


HEN the present chief took over, his 
work was cut out for him, but where 
to begin? The story of how a conglomera- 
tion of suggestions gradually took shape is 
too long and too detailed for telling here. 
From July to December enough of them 
gelled so that the Editorial Committee could 
consider, with the'College Library Advisory 
Board and with the Board on Library Serv- 
ice to Children and Young People, the 
proposals in their respective fields. It took 
nearly two years to complete the organiza- 
tion of the material which was to form the 
basis for future activity. 
For nearly ten years, intensive work with 
the sixty or more committees and boards of 
the Association and with outside agencies 


\ 
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has been carried on with gratifying results. 
Among the important titles issued, some of 
them subsidized and some of them not, 
are: two lists of books for college libraries, 
one for junior colleges, two volumes on li- 
brary resources, a study of union catalogs, 
a manual on state publications, two volumes 
in the field of microphotography, eight in 
the field of public documents and archives, 
two books on buildings—one for public li- 
braries and one for colleges and universities, 
a new treatment of reference work, two 
books about reference books in addition to 
the Mudge supplements, rules for filing 
cards, a book on the small public library, 
one on personnel work in public libraries, 
one on the adult education services of pub- 
lic libraries, one on the duties and responsi- 
bilities of library trustees, two titles in the 
' field of public library administration—one 
covering finance and budgets, several titles 
in the school library field, the Rue indexes, 
and subject indexes to poetry and children's 
plays. These by no means exhaust the list 
but are indicative of the breadth of interest 
covered. 

While the object of A.L.A. publishing is 
to supply tools which the profession needs, 
ten years of.intensive work has naturally 
affected income from sales. Following the 
$44,000 average of 1932-35 the lowest sub- 
sequent annual figure was $49,000; the 
highest, $111,000, with the average for the 
last nine years, $76,000, and for the last 
five years, $86,000. This year's sales will 
probably exceed $100,000 for publications 
alone, a sharp contrast to the 1920 budget 
of $20,000, which included the Booklist. 

Lest we take too much encouragement or 
set up false hopes, we should remind our- 
selves that history may be repeating itself. 
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In 1933, 1934, and 1935, sales were on the 
decline due, in part, to the fact that pub- 
lishing had fallen off drastically because 
of the dearth of good manuscripts. Pub- 
lishing is again falling off because A.L.A. 
reorganization has so unbelievably compli- 
cated the machinery for getting manuscripts 
and because in wartime it has been increas- 
ingly difficult for members to devote their 
energies to individual writing and to com- 
mittee planning. That the sales curve is 
due to decline looks like a foregone conclu- 
sion. The only factor to offset that predic- 
tion is that we now have a better backlog 
of serviceable tools to tide us over. 

In conclusion, let it be said that neither 
the writer nor the Editorial Committee re- 
serve to themselves credit for what has 
been accomplished. Every member of the 
A.L.A. has helped. Through his member- 
ship he has added to the solidarity of his 
national Association; he has given it stand- 
ing; he has given it prestige; and he has 
enabled its officers and its staff to operate 
more effectively with foundations and na- 
tional groups because of his affiliation: A 
not inconsiderable number of the member- 
ship who from year to year have served 
on boards and committees, who have an- 
swered questionnaires, criticized outlines, 
commented on manuscripts, and helped to 
find authors, all deserve credit for the re- 
sults achieved. A.L.A. publishing has come 
a long way, but it still has a long way to 
go to attain a stature commensurate with 
the possibilities of the profession it serves. - 
Where it will go will depend upon the 
librarians themselves, for professional writ- 
ing, in the last analysis, is nothing more 
nor less than a reflection of the maturity 
of the individual worker. 


Libraries, Please Report! 


Tue A.L.A. would like to have libraries report on their activities in connection with 


the program to encourage thinking and discussion on Building the Peace. 
the reports and any photographs to the A.L.A., 520 N. Michigan Ave., 


Please send 
Chicago 11. 


Membership Opinion on Placement 


WO HUNDRED SIXTY-THREE ques- 

j tionnaires on A.L.A. placement 

service had been returned to A.L.A. 
Headquarters at the time this issue went 
to press. Only 19 of those reporting said 
that they didn't approve of continuance of 
the placement service. However, several 
modified their favorable votes by some such 
comment as: 

"Reserve judgment until. after survey 
is made by placement specialist. N.E.A. 
does not carry on this function." “Only 
if good service can be secured. Either 100 
per cent or none." "Yes, if adequate service 
is given. . .. A poor service is worse than 
none." 

In addition to qualifying their "yes" 
votes, some respondents said : 

“Expansion of the service should be given 
"serious consideration." “If it can be given 
the business machines and staff it needs.” 
“This is one of the drawing cards for new 
members.” 

Two hundred one said that they preferred 
that the Personnel Office suggest candidates 
to all libraries regardless of whether the 
libraries are institutional members of the 
Association; 60 felt that to receive the as- 
sistance of the A.L.A. Personnel Office, 
libraries should be institutional members. 
Comments included: “The institutional 
members would be preferred." “Adequate 
service of this type to all libraries should 
be an excellent advertising medium." 

In spite of the introductory paragraphs 
explaining the present program of the Per- 
sonnel Office, many of those who responded 
did not understand that the placement 
service, like many other A.L.A. services, 
has always been available to all libraries 
and all librarians regardless of whether 


they are members of the Association or 
whether they are registered with the Per- 
sonnel Office. In addition to that confu- 
sion, many apparently presuppose that 
“registered” meant “membership,” so that 
votes on those who were registered and 
those who were A.L.A. members i: some 
cases may mean the same thing. Actually 
the A.L.A. Personnel Office's files -ontain 
thousands of librarians who are registered 
but who are not now members. Fifty-seven 
of those responding said that suggestions 
for library positions should be limited to 
those who are currently registered for 
placement; 85 preferred that recommenda- 
tions be limited to current A.L.A mem- 
bers; and 115 believed that all librarians 
should be given equal attention regardless 
of A.L.A. membership or registraticn with 
the Personnel Office. 

Comments on this third questio% were 
many and varied: 

“A L.A. members only (for placement) 
but Personnel Office should mainta indi- 
vidual records of all librarians as an in- 
formation service.” "Librarians really 
interested in their profession will b= mem- 
bers of the Association.” “Usual y only 
librarians who are currently | registered, 
though if the Personnel Office knew of a 
person especially qualified for a eertain 
position, I would like his name suagested 
whether he is registered or not. ‘This 
would be an exception and should noc create 
a need for additional records." “I= seems 
to me that librarians who expect to benefit 
by placement service should expect to pay 
for it. Limiting such service to A.L.A. 
membership may be an added incentive to 
keeping up one’s membership—even though 
it may not be a very worthy one.” 
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Nominées for A.L.A. Offices 


RIEF NOTES on the library activities 

B 'of the nominees for A.L.A. offices 

for 1945-46 and for the Executive 

Board have been compiled for the 4.L.4. 

Bulletin. The list of nominees was printed 
in the March Bulletin. : 

Ralph A. Ulveling, librarian of the De- 
troit Public Library, automatically be- 
comes President of the Association as he was 
elected First Vice President and President- 
Elect in 1944. 

Mary U. Rothrock, specialist in library 
service for the Tennessee Valley Authority, 
is nominated for the post of First Vice 
President and President-Elect. She has 
served on the A.L.A. Executive Board and 
the A.L.A. Council, as a member of the 
Editorial Committee and the Library Ex- 
tension Board. For two terms she was pres- 
ident of the "Tennessee Library Association 
and was president of the Southeastern Li- 
brary Association, 1922-24. 

Rudolph H. Gjelsness, chairman, De- 
partment of Library Science, University of 
Michigan, is again unopposed for Treas- 
urer. His picture and sketch appeared in 
the 4.L.4. Bulletin 37:126, April 1943. 

Emerson Greenaway, librarian, Free 
Public Library, Worcester, Mass., and 
Russell J. Schunk, librarian, Toledo Public 
Library, are competing for the second vice 
presidency. Mr. Greenaway represents the 
Massachusetts Library Association on the 
A.L.A. Council. He has been a member 
of the Committees on Code of Ethics and 
Public Library—Public School Relation- 
ship. He was president of the Massachu- 
setts Library Association, 1943-44. 

Mr. Schunk has served on the Com- 
mittee on Fire Insurance, both as a member 
and as its chairman. He is now chairman 
of the Committee on Library Architecture 
and Building’ Planning and was on the 


Committee on Subscription Books. 

Two places are to be filled on the Execu- 
tive Board. Mrs. Eleanor Hitt Morgan, 
assistant librarian, California State Library, 
and John S. Richards, librarian, Seattle 
Public Library, are running against one 
another. Blanche Prichard McCrum, li- 
brarian of Wellesley College Library, and 
Errett Weir McDiarmid, university li- 
brarian and director of library instruction, 
University of Minnesota, are opponents. 

Mrs. Morgan is a member of the A.L.A. 
Council representing the California Library 
Association. She has been a member of 
the Editorial Committee and the Com: 
mittee on Legislation. She has been presi- 
dent of the California Library Association. 

Mr. Richards served on the Committees 
on Library Administration and Annuities 
and Pensions and is chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Public Library—Public School 
Relationship. He is an A.L.A. Councilor 
representing the Association of College and 
Reference Libraries. He has been presi- 
dent and first vice president of the Pacific 
Northwest Library Association. 

Miss McCrum is a member of the A.L.A. 
Council. She was chairman of the Com- 
mittee on the Use of the A.L.A. Catalog 
Code and of the College Library Advisory 
Board. She is now vice president of the 
Association of College and Reference Li- 
braries. For two years she was president 
of the Virginia Library Association. 

Mr. McDiarmid is chairman of the 
Committee on Constitution and By-Laws 
and a member of the Board on Personnel 
Administration. He was chairman of the 
Committee on Bibliography and a member 
of such committees as A.L.A. Activities, 
Library Revenues, and Reorganization. 
For two years he was secretary of the Texas 
Library Association. 
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Activities of Libraries and Library Associations 
Gleaned from Letters, Reports, and Bulletins 


What They re | Doing 


HE CELEBRATION of the fortieth 
| anniversary of the Far Rockaway 
Branch’ of. the Queens , Borough 
Public Library was an all-community affair 
which served as an opportunity for the 
branch to reach those in the community 
who had not been using the branch. The 
. open house held during Book Week received 
assistance from the parent-teacher associa- 
tions of the high schools and of the ele- 
mentary schools, the Chamber of Commerce, 
the Knights of Columbus, the A. & P. 
Company, the Borden's Farm Products 
Company, the Baywater Civic Association, 
and from individuals. "The highlight of 
the celebration was an exhibit of pictures 
of persons and places in the Rockaways forty 
years ago. 

Perfect proof that the anniversary cele- 
bration had realy made the members of 
the community feel that the library belonged 
to them was evidenced when a mechanic, 
called to repair a radio-phonograph a few 
days after the open house, said: “The 
charges for this will be on the house. I feel 
as though the library belonged to me, per- 
sonally." l 


Equity Library Theatre 


One of the most interesting cooperative 
ventures we've heard about in a long time 
is that of the Actors’ Equity Association 
and the New York Public Library in pre- 
senting plays at twelve of the library’s 
branches. Just ending its first year in op- 
eration, this Equity Library Theatre has 


been of mutual benefit to the library and 
its patrons and to New York actors, direc- 
tors, and designers. The library's twelve 
branch stages, complete with lights, cur- 
tains, and simple settings, make it the 
second largest owner of theatres in New 
York; the Schuberts are first. 

The plays are produced, directed, acted, 
and designed by theatre people who are in- 
terested in experimenting with a show just 
for the experience or for the fun of it. 
They pay a small custodian’s fee to the 
branch library from funds which are con- 
tributed largely by John Golden, with some 
from Equity itself. There is no admission 
charged for these productions, a list of which 
sounds like a resumé of the best plays of all 
time. 


File of Reviews and Reviewers 


To assist program planners and, others 
interested in book reviewing, the Wichita 
City Library readers adviser’s desk has 
recently begun a record of books that have 
been reviewed in Wichita. The record in- 
cludes, in addition to the names of the 
books, the names of the reviewers and of 
the groups for which the books were re- 
viewed. The information is obtained pri- 
marily by clipping the announcements in the 
club and society pages of the local news- 
papers. The service has proved helpful 
(1) to those who are planning reviews and 
hope to avoid duplication and (2) to those 
who need to find someone to review a ` 
book on short notice and can turn to one of 
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those listed as having already reviewed 
the book. The readers adviser's desk also 
keeps a list of “reviewable books” for those 
who are in need of suggestions of books 
suitable for review. 


Helping Prisoners 


The library’s assistance to prisoners takes 
many forms, as the last biennial report of 
the Oregon State Library very clearly indi- 
cates. One of the patrons of the state 
library’s loan service wrote: 

For the past nine years, here in the peni- 
tentiary, I have been writing Western stories. 
I sell some of them and recently my sales 


have increased. . . . I hope soon to extend 
my markets. However, I am inclined to go 


into a better class of writing and have chosen | 


historic biographies for my main line of en- 
deavor. 'That' entails considerable research 
work and I must have the help of such as 
you to further my progress. . . . 


The state library is securing material for 


-the prisoner on photostats from libraries in 


several states, in addition to other materials 
it furnishes him. 


' Memorial Books Notebook 


For the past fifteen years the public 
library in Fairfield, Iowa, has been keeping 
a record of all the books given to the 
library as memorials. The notebook used 
for this record lists the donors of the books 
and the persons in whose memory the 
books were given. Approximately 175 
books have been added to the library as 
memorials. i 


$.L.4. Training Course 


The advertising group of the Special Li- 
braries Association conducted a specialized 
training course for assistants in advertising 
agency libraries in March and April. The 
course, a pioneer one in the field of ad- 
vertising library education, was under the 
direction of Delphine V. Humphrey, li- 
brarian, McCann-Erickson, Inc. 





Young Moderns Talk about Germany 


At a discussion group meeting of Young 
Moderns at the Hild Regional Branch of 
the Chicago Public Library (pictured 
above) in February, "What Should Be 
Done with Defeated Germany?" was dis- 
cussed by every one of the thirty-two pres- 
ent. This meeting, which is one of a 
series sponsored by the branch for the young 
people of the neighborhood, reached no 
definite conclusions, but many excellent and 
well-thought-out ideas were expressed. The 


f following is an example of the opinions 


held by these teen-agers: 


Give Germany a real example of right liv- 
ing, a code of morals, a code of democratic 
living. When you are a freshman, you look 
up to seniors. If the senior wears big socks, 
you wear big socks. If the senior wears 
sloppy j joes three sizes too big, you wear them 
three sizes too big. It is human nature to 
copy. Set up an ideal state for Germans. 
Show them how to run it. Teach them the 
fundamentals of good government. 


Promoting Trustees Work 


Marion Packard, formerly a trustee of 
the Township Library, Flushing, Mich., and 
now a resident of Berkeley, Calif., recently 
gave the Michigan Library Association two 
thousand dollars for the promotion of work 
with trustees in the state. The association 
has set up the Marion Packard Trustee 
Fund and is planning a series of one-day 
institutes for trustees in the spring. 
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Book Week Ball 


The librarian and staff of the South- 
Durant, Okla., 
sponsored a Book Week Ball in the library 
on November 16. - The student body and 


faculty members attended the ball dressed: 


as characters from well-known books. In 
addition to the dancing, a program suited 
to the occasion was presented. Members 
of the library staff served as hosts and 
hostesses. 


Saving Books 


*$.O.S.—Save Our Books” was the title 
of a September "Library Letter" sent to 
the San Bernardino County Schools by the 
library's school department. Distressed by 
the damages to books from careless handling 
by young patrons of the library, the li- 
brarians carried through a project to remedy 
the situation. The letter to schools was il- 
lustrated with humorous line drawings 
showing nine ways not to treat a book; 
several exhibits of badly damaged books 
were sent to schools with information on 
how to prevent the damage; and one of 
the librarians gave forty-two talks through- 
out the county on the proper care of books. 
The librarians believe that the teachers and 
pupils have responded to the library's pleas 
and are trying to prolong the life of the 
books they borrow. 


The Library and the Zoo 


Reading Between the Lions is the title 
of a cooperative list of books for animal 
lovers of all ages published by the New 
York Public Library and the Bronx Zoo. 
The front cover of the leaflet carries photo- 
graphs of the zoo's live lions and of the 
library's stone ones, and the inside of the 
list is illustrated with pictures of animals. 
The titles were selected and annotated by 
the library's staff after approval by the zoo 


staff of their scientific accuracy. The list 


M 


is being distributed through both the zoo 
and the sixty-five branches of the library. 
'The copies distributed at the zoo have a 
jingle reading: 

Now that you know how the animals look, 
You can read about them in a library book! 
On the copy given out at the library the 
jingle reads: 

If you like any animal found in these books, 
Go to the zoo and see how he looks! 


Portraits of Radio Announcers 
A portrait gallery of radio announcers, — 
complete with books on announcing and 


radio in general, was featured at the Brook- 
lyn Public Library in March. 


American Library in Nicaragua 


Edward M. Heiliger, in reporting on the 
activities of the Biblioteca Americana de 
Nicaragua, says that about six times as many 
people came to the library in the last half 
of 1944 as did in the last half of 1943;, 
that the number of books consulted during 
the same period of 1944 was about ten 


` times as great as that of 1943; that the 


registered clientele increased ten times dur- 
ing the year; and that the book collection 
more than doubled. 

Describing an open house held in the 
library in late January, Mr. Heiliger said: 


The library was crowded from 8 a.m. 
until 9 p.m. It was astonishing. I’m sure 
there were over two thousand people in at- 
tendance. A friend of mine beside whom I 
was standing surveying the tumult said “This 
moves me because these people. are the 
masses. They have so little. This means a 
great deal to them." 

Five hundred stamp albums were given to 
us for distribution to the boys. The govern- 
ment furnished the paper and Editorial 
Nuevos Horizontes did the printing. The 
President directed some two thousand new 
stamps to us for, distribution, too. The 
philatelists in town held a special meeting, 
presented an exhibit, and turned out en masse 
to help us. ~ 
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Collection of Propaganda Pamphlets 


Since 1942 the Western Reserve Uni- 
versity Library has been collecting propa- 
ganda pamphlets which reflect the efforts 
of foreign nations and party factions to 
influence American thinking. The approxi- 
mately three thousand pamphlets, all printed 
in the United States, represent fifteen 
European nations, in addition to Africa, 
Australia, New Zealand, India, China, 
Korea, Palestine, Canada, Mexico, and 
South America. ‘Those publications printed 
by the British Embassy lead the collection 
in numbers with the Dutch and Polish 
running close seconds. ` 


Evaluating the Movies 


Stills of motion pictures being shown in 
Corvallis, Ore., are exhibited in the public 
library, together with a critical evaluation of 
the picture. The evaluation gives audience 
suitability and a synopsis of the story, both 
of which are taken from the Parent’s 
Magazine. The bulletin board on which 
these stills and evaluations are exhibited 
was furnished by the local theatre. 


Using Dental Association Recordings 


'The Public Library, Birmingham, Ala., 
cooperated with the Junior League in pro- 
moting the Tales from Ivory ‘Towers 
programs prepared by the American Dental 
Association. The library announced the 
program in the schools and furnished the 
children with inexpensive bookmarks, besides 
using several other publicity devices. 


Survey of Libraries in Alabama 


‘The Postwar Planning Committee of the 
Adabama Library Association, of which 
Donald E. Thompson is chairman, has pre- 
pared a report on library conditions in the 
state. ‘The report does not present a specific 
plan for future action but simply calls 
attention to the position of Alabama libraries 
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in comparison with those of the rest of 
the country and includes sections on school 
libraries, college and university libraries, 
and public libraries. Library facilities in 
Alabama at present provide less than 40 


` per cent of the population with free reading 
materials through public libraries. 


A Book Reviewing Conference 
On March 21 the Lawson McGhee 


"Library, Knoxville, Tenn., sponsored a 


4 


book reviewing conference at which Vir- 
ginia Kirkus, well-known book reviewer, 
made the principal addresses. The all-day 
program included, in addition to two major 
addresses by Miss Kirkus, a book review of 
Durant's Caesar and Christ by the presi- 
dent of a nearby college and an address by 
the chief of the T.V.A. training staff on 
book. reviewing techniques. . Miss Kirkus 
spoke on “Book Reviewing Media” and. 
“Books in the World Today.” 


L.C. Collection at San Francisco 


'The Library of Congress has placed a 
reference library in the Veterans War Me- 
morial Building in San Francisco for the 
use of the delegates and secretariat to 
the United Nations Conference on Inter- 
national Organization. The library as- 
sembled a basic collection of about three 
thousand volumes of reference books and 
publications on international organization 
and related subjects and provided facilities 
for expanding the collection to five thou- 
sand volumes. The basic collection was 
selected in consultation with officers of the 
State Department. It includes many vol- 
umes secured on interlibrary loan from 
libraries in the area. It is also expected 
that cooperating libraries in the area will 
be able to respond to rush requests from 
the library. Libraries which were asked to 
cooperate in the project are the University 
of California Library; Hoover Library on 
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War, Revolution, and Peace; Mills Col- 
lege Library; San Francisco Law Library; 
San Francisco Public Library; and Stan- 
ford University Library. 


Library of Floridiana 
The University of Florida has established 


a collection of rare books, maps, manu- 
scripts, newspaper files of the last century, 
documents, and other records, all relating 
to Florida. 'The foundation of the collec- 
tion was gathered by Philip Keyes Yonge 
and his son, Julien C. Yonge. Julien C. 
Yonge gave the materials to the university 
as a memorial to his father: 


Cincinnati’s Contest 


The Cincinnati Public Library's recent 
contest to discover the best statement on 
“What the Library Means to Me" brought 
in many interesting replies and, in addition, 
secured a great deal of valuable publicity 
for the library. Chalmers Hadley, the 
librarian, said : 

Americans in particular seem to accept their 
blessings, and particularly their public ones, 
as a matter of course and without question. 


To place one's feelings on paper usually means 
self-examination and then a clarification of 
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one's thoughts. Contests and queries are the 
order of the day, and one about the public 
library seemed pertinent. Moreover, the 
war and its attendant activity, together with 
a reduction in newspaper print, has made the 
library's usual publicity more difficult to ob- 
tain, and a library contest added news value 
because of its unexpectedness. ‘These and 
other reasons were considered when the con- 

test was prepared. i 


'The contest was handled by the library 
staff publicity committee and the librarian. 
Two of the rules for the contest were that 
the statement should not be over 350 
words and that the contestants must be 
holders of library cards. The first prize 
was a $50 war bond, the second prize $25, 
and there were seven smaller awards. l 


'. The judges were a lawyer active in the’ 


local chamber of commerce and in county 
affairs, a well-known industrialist, and a 
newspaper representative. The staff com- 
mittee weeded out the poorest replies and 
reduced to twenty the number from which 
the judges made their final selection. First 
prize was won by a business woman who 
wrote her comment while riding on a street- 
car. The prize-winning entry is quoted at 
the bottom of the page. 

L.D.. 


What The Public Library Jani To Me 


T IS AN OPPORTUNITY to grow in democ- 
| racy ; to lose the bigotries, the prejudices, 
the preconceptions, the small pettinesses that 
mark the undeveloped. 2 

It is an opportunity to absorb and to 
assess the better thoughts and the better 
ideals of each civilization and each congre- 
gation; to associate oneself with the warm, 
friendly, able personalities that have left 
their everlasting memorials to the construc- 
tive forces of life; and to delve into the 
sciences and the philosophies that help one 
to gain a better understanding both of God 


and of the man He created. 

Time marches on, life marches on, civ- 
ilization marches on. And, in order to sur- 
vive, man must march on. He cannot stop. 
He must go forward or go back. 

It is here that the library, as a public 
institution supported by public funds and 
manned by the best public talent, plays its 
greatest part. All denominations, all creeds, 
all ages commune within its halls. Man 
has but to associate himself with it, and 
he, too, marches on. For he lives not by 
bread alone. 


PICKUPS 





By the Editor 





New York OFFICE of the American 
Library in Paris, Inc, has been 
opened at 11 W. 42nd St. for the purpose 
of handling publicity and formulating plans 
for raising funds for the support of the li- 
brary (see Milton E. Lord's report on page 
ioi of the March 4.L.4. Bulletin). L. 
Quincy Mumford, of the New York Public 
Library, is devoting part of his time to the 
New York office. 

'The American Library in Paris has 
appropriated funds for the purchase of sig- 
nificant books published during the war 
period, and the O.W.I. is arranging 
transportation for these books and for the 
periodicals to which the library was sub- 
scribing during the war. 


O; BILLION books—57,000 titles in 
one hundred languages—have been 
published in the U.S.S.R. during the war. 


HIRTY DAYS after the end of the Euro- 

pean war, an extensive educational pro- 
gram for Army personnel will begin. 
Four types of schools will be used in this 
gigantic Army educational program: 

(1) The unit school is planned for a 
battalion or geographically separate unit 
of about one thousand men or less. Several 
hundreds of these schools will offer literacy 
training, upper elementary school subjects, 
a standard high school curriculum, voca- 
tional courses (including on-the-job train- 
ing), and junior college courses. 

(2) Technical schools will be established 
where specialized equipment is available 
and will offer a variety of vocational 
courses not offered in the unit schools. 

(3) Army university study centers, de- 
signed to offer higher education in the 
liberal’ arts, sciences, and professions, may 


` 


be established on a military post or in a 
civilian educational plant. 

(4) Foreign civilian colleges and uni- 
versities will enroll many men on a tempo- 
rary basis. : 

ELIEVING £hat "knowledge of the swift 
B undercurrents of Germany's predatory 
expansionism and the current developments 
of the Pan-German movement is essential 
for the protection of American freedom,” 
four men are sponsoring a library on Ger- 
manic and related international relations at 
Columbia University. Two German edu- 
cators who left Germany because of Hitler’s 
rise to power head the staff of the library. 
It contains hundreds of thousands of news- 
paper and magazine clippings on the 
German attitude on war and peace, thou- 
sands of selected volumes on the whole 
question of Pan-Germanism, and publica- 
tions and statements made by officials in 
German civilian, military, academic, and 
economic life. ` 

The project is set up for a three-year 
period at an estimated cost of $30,000 a 
year and will be under the supervision of 
the university library authorities. 


WENTY THOUSAND new German school 

books have been printed in Aachen as 
a first step in the re-education of Nazi Ger- 
many. Under the military government's 
supervision, the books were compiled from 
German texts used before 1933, copies of 
which were sent to Aachen from, Washing- 
ton. 


HE CHILDREN’S Book Counc was 
(dp established in January by the Associa- 
tion of Children’s Book Editors to promote 
children's books and coordinate all activi- 
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ties connected with children’s reading. 
The council will have its offices at the R. R. 
Bowker Co. and be under the direction of 
Laura Harris, 


Home PLANNING INSTITUTE is being 

sponsored on the West Coast by lead- 
ing architects, contractors, and all agencies 
interested in building. Courses are free 
and are held in Sacramento in the Adult 
Education Center. Over nine hundred 
people are attending meetings once a week 
for a ten-week period to hear lectures by 
outstanding architects, interior decorators, 
builders, bankers, and real estate men. 
The Sacramento Public Library prepares 
a bibliography for each lecture and the 
adult education department of the local 
schools mimeographs the bibliographies for 
those attending the course. Other libraries 
on the West Coast are also cooperating with 
the institute. 


XPERIMENTS with literacy films by the 
Office of the Coordinator of Inter- 
American Affairs indicate that films can 
be utilized with much success in teaching 
illiterates to read. In cooperation with edu- 
cational specialists from the other Americas 
and with the Disney Studios in Hollywood, 
the Coordinator's Office has conducted the 
‘experiments with groups of adult illiterates 
in Mexico, Honduras, Ecuador, and 
Spanish-speaking localities of the South- 
west. Although the experiments prove that 
films are of very great value in this field, 
the experimenters reached the conclusion 
that films cannot replace the teacher and 
personal instruction; that for the quickest 
and best educational results, films can serve 
as effective teacher aids and can be used to 
excellent advantage with other teaching 
media—film strips, flash cards, and printed 
materials. l 
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HE LIBRARIES of Modern Poland: 

1918-1939” by Maria Danilewicz 
appeared in the Feb. 22, 1945, number of 
the Polish Review. 


EVERAL of the priceless possessions of 
S this country have recently been re- 
turned to the Library of Congress from 
the United States Bullion Depository at 
Fort Knox: the Constitution of the United 
States, the Declaration of Independence, the 
Magna Carta, the Gutenberg Bible, the 
Articles of Confederation, the manuscripts 
of the Gettysburg Address, and the manu- 
script of Lincoln's Second Inaugural were 
guarded day and night during the period 
of their absence from Washington. 


fect of Certain War Activities upon 

Colleges and Universities (79th Con- 
gress, Ist Session. House Report No. 214) 
is a report prepared by an advisory com- 
mittee of educators for the House Com- 
mittee on Education. There are eleven 
specific recommendations, some of which 
will be of interest to college librarians. 
Legislation suggested by the report is said 
to be in preparation. 


66 A LONG THE WATERFRONT” i a 

1932 issue of the Boston Post 
reported the arrival of two passengers on 
the Black Diamond Line steamer Ala. The 
following paragraph from the report may 
be of interest: i 


The name of the Ala honors the American 
Library Association, and a bronze tablet in 
the salon of the steamer announces this fact. 
The vessel was christened when she left the 
Harriman shipyards in Pennsylvania in 1921 
in recognition of the work which the Associa- 
tion did in the distribution of books to soldiers 
and sailors during the war. Yesterday she 
brought in a general cargo of 609 tons, in- 
cluding hides, crockery, and tea. 


ALA. NEWS 





Swiss Periodicals Exchange 


Tue A.L.A. International Relations 
Board has received from the Division of 
Cultural Cooperation of the State Depart- 
ment a list of sixty-eight Swiss institutions 
receiving some six hundred U.S. periodicals 
on exchange. Switzerland hopes that ex- 
changes may be resumed as soon as postal 
relations become normal once more. In the 
meantime, it is hoped that issuing offices in 
this country will retain back numbers and 
future current issues in order to complete 
Swiss files when conditions permit. 


Delegates to A.C.E. 


PresipeENtT Virz has appointed Clara 
Wells Herbert, Anita M. Hostetter, and 
Carl H. Milam to serve as delegates to the 
American Coüncil on Education for 1945. 
Miss Herbert's appointment is a new one 
but those of Mr. Milam and Miss Hostetter 
are reappointments. 


Out-of-Print Children's Books 

THE Book EVALUATION COMMITTEE 
of the A.L.A. Children's Library Associa- 
tion has reported that comparatively few 
of the titles from the list (Oct. 15, 1944, 
4.L.A. Bulletin) of out-of-print children's 
books have been ordered from the publishers. 
'The largest number of copies ordered for 
one title was 516, with 409 copies second 
highest. 


McColvin Report Available on Loan 


THE A.L.A. HEADQUARTERS LIBRARY 


has recently purchased several extra copies 
of the McColvin report, The Public Li- 
brary System of Great Britain; A Report 





on Its Present Condition with Proposals for 
Postwar Reorganization. Under wartime 
conditions acquisition of copies of this report 
is not easy. Libraries which have not been 
able to buy it, nor to borrow it from their 
state library agency, will be interested to 
learn that the Headquarters Library can 
make it available on interlibrary loan. 


Open House for Mr. Milam 

IN THE AFTERNOON of April 19 the 
A.L.A. Headquarters staff held an open 
house in celebration of Mr. Milam’s twenty- 
five years as A.L.A. Executive Secretary. 
Between two and three hundred librarians, 


representatives of the book world, and other 
friends of Mr. Milam attended. 


Overstreet Poem 


THERE HAVE BEEN inquiries from 
several libraries concerning reprints of the 
poem “A Librarian in a Southern Ohio 
Town Said to Me” by Bonaro Overstreet. 
A limited supply of this tribute to libraries 
has been reprinted by the A.L.A. Public 
Relations Office, with the permission of 
PM, the original publishers, and single 
copies may be had from that office on re- 
quest. 


` 


A.L.A. Representative 


CLaRA Wers HrnmsrRT, Public Li- 
brary of the District of Columbia, repre- 
sented the A.L.A. at a meeting on March 
21 of the N.E.A.s National Commission 
for the Defense of Democracy through 
Education. The meeting was of organiza- 
tions interested in public employees, and a 
liaison committee was formed. 
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CLEARING HOUSE 


Library Extension News 


‘THE NEW CONSTITUTION adopted by the 


voters of Missouri on February 27 contains 

'two important provisions affecting public 
libraries. The first places an obligation on 

‘the state to promote the establishment and 
development of libraries and to grant aid to 
libraries. The second provision makes 
possible more adequate local support. The 
text is as follows: 

It is hereby declared to be the policy of 
the state to promote the establishment and 
development of free public libraries and to 
accept the obligation of their support by the 
state and its subdivisions and municipalities 
in such manner as may be provided by law. 
When any such subdivision or municipality 
supports a free library, the general assembly 
shall grant aid to such library in such man- 
ner and in such amounts as may be provided 
by law.—4rticle IX, Education, Section 10. 

And provided further, that any county or 
other political subdivision, when authorized 
by law and within the limits fixed by law, may 
levy a rate of taxation on all property sub- 
ject to its taxing powers in excess of the 
rates herein limited, for library, hospital, pub- 
lic health, recreation grounds, and museum 
purposes.—4Z rticle X, Taxation, Section 11. 


State aid for public library development 
is meeting with approval by state legisla- 
tures, according to early returns. 

A first appropriation of $283,000 was 
made by the Washington State Legislature, 
and signed by the Governor, for a "public 
libraries fund."  'This was the second 
effort, for the Governor had vetoed a state 
aid appropriation in 1937 after it had 
passed both houses with large majorities. 

Several increased appropriations have 
been reported. The Arkansas legislature 
appropriated, without a dissenting vote, 
$170,000 for the biennium, for state aid 


Brief News of 


General Interest 


and for operation of the state library com- 
mission, as compared with $120,000 for 
1943-45. North Carolina's state aid was 
increased to $350,000 as compared with 
$250,000 for the preceding biennium. 
Tennessee appropriated $75,000 for the bi- 
ennium, “to be matched by funds made 
available through other sources on z fifty- 
fifty basis," as compared with a first 
appropriation two years ago of $40,000 
specifically for continuing regional library 
service in the Knoxville area. Vermont 
increased the appropriation for the state 
library commission and the four regional 
branches and bookmobile services from 
$48,000 for the biennium to $66,000—an 
increase which will help meet growing de- 
mands. 

'Ihe Montana Library Association has 
succeeded in getting a first appropriation for 
the state library extension commission es- 
tablished back in 1929. The amount of 
$20,000 for the biennium will obviously 
provide for only a beginning in a state the 
size of Montana. The state agency is 
however strengthened by increasing the 
appointed members from one to three, mak- 
ing five with the two ex officio members, 
the librarian of the state university (who 
serves as chairman), and the state super- 
intendent of public instruction. A new 
section authorizes acceptance and adminis- 
tration of federal aid, without federal 
control, as well as aid from other sources. 

Rhode Island also authorized acceptance 
of federal aid for free public libraries, in 
the form of money or library materials. 

County and regional library legislation 
has also been reported. North Dakota, one 
of the very few states to lack such pro- 
vision, passed an act permitting counties to 
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establish public libraries by popular vote, 
or to contract with other counties or with 
existing libraries. North Carolina amended 
its law to facilitate cooperation of counties 

and municipalities in establishing and main- 
taining large unit libraries. Indiana li- 
brarians and friends of libraries succeeded 
in preventing the passage of amendments 
that would have crippled county libraries 
throughout the state. 


Reading List on the Negro 

THE FEBRUARY selected reading list of 
the New York Public Library's Branch 
Library Book News is entitled “The Ne- 
gro.^ Books are listed under "African 


Beginnings" "In American History," 
“World View,” “Personal Contributions,” 
“Music and Art,” etc., and annotations are 
given for each book. It may be purchased 
for 10¢ from the New York Public Li- 
brary, Fifth Ave. and 42nd St., New York 
City 18. 


Chicago Library Directory 

THE SECOND EDITION of 4 Directory 
of Libraries of the Chicago Area has just 
been published by the Chicago Library 
Club. Following short histories of the 
four local library organizations, the direc- 
tory classifies the more than eight hundred 
libraries of the area and includes an index 
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to collections. It may be obtained for 
$1.25 per copy from Frances J. Carter, 
Public Library, Chicago. 


Bookmarks on Saving Fats - 

THE War Foop ADMINISTRATION Office 
of Supply is issuing 1,600,000 copies of a 
bookmark entitled “Wanted! 250 Million 
Pounds Kitchen Fats for War Use.” In 
the hope that librarians will wish to assist 
in the promotion of this part of the Used 
Household Fat Salvage Program, Ralph 
M. Dunbar, chief of the Library Service 
Division of the Office of Education, has 
asked librarians to distribute the bookmarks, 
offering as many as five hundred for their 
distribution. Librarians who have not been 
reached by Mr. Dunbar and who wish to 
cooperate in the program should write to 
the W.F.A. Office of Supply for copies. 


FM Workshop 


THE First educational FM workshop 
to be held in the U.S. is scheduled for 
June 19-July 27 and is sponsored jointly 
by Ohio State University, Ohio Depart- 
ment of Education, U.S. Office of Educa- 
tion, and the Cleveland public schools. 
Registration will be limited to one hundred, 
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not necessarily Ohioans, and a curriculum 
will be designed to prepare personnel for 
the many frequency modulation educational 
radio stations expected after the war. The 
first five weeks of the course will be at 
Ohio State, with the sixth week at FM 
station WBOE. Although the registration 
fee has not been definitely set, it will be 
from $15 to $25. For further information, 
write to I. Keith Tyler, director of radio 
education, Ohio State 
Columbus. 


University, - 


University of. Chicago Scholarships 


Tue GRADUATE LIBRARY SCHOOL of 
the University of Chicago is offering, for 
the academic year 1945-46, two full-tuition 
scholarships (value $300 each) and two 
half-tuition scholarships ($150 each) to stu- 
dents in the curriculum leading to the B. of 
L.S. degree. Interested students having at 
least four years of college and who are elig- 
ible for the one-year program, and students 
with two years of college work who are 
eligible for the three-year program should 
write for application forms to Carleton B. 
Joeckel, dean, Graduate Library School, 
University of Chicago, Chicago 37. Appli- 
cations must be filed not later than June 15, 
1945. 


Its Not Too Late 


ONTRIBUTIONS have been coming in to the Library Development Fund campaign 
from Bombay, from “somewhere in Germany,” and from every state in the union. 


Have you done your share? 


The Library Development Fund campaign is coming to a close. 


state campaigns are now being tabulated. 


Results of the 


If you have not contributed, there is still 


time for you to give to the Library Development Fund and to the libraries of tomorrow ! 


` 
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Ohio's Use of Ritter Bequest 


TO THE EDITOR: 


Some of the readers of The Post may be 
interested in the distribution plans used for 
the Clement V. Ritter legacy in Ohio. It 
seemed to the O.L.A. Awards Committee and 
Executive Board that the fund would serve 
as a greater stimulus for service improvement 
and as a more distinctive tribute to our late 
friend, the donor, if the awards were made 
over a period of years. Likewise, the same 
ends would be better served by making a few 
sizeable gifts which would count toward a 
worthwhile build-up for each recipient li- 
brary's book collection rather than by scat- 
tering among many libraries small amounts to 
evaporate without noticeable effect. It was 
accordingly decided to make ten one-hundred- 
dollar gifts and to make the awards an out- 
standing feature for successive annual 
conferences of the Ohio Library Association. 

The terms of the will limited the gifts to 
public libraries with less than $2500 annual 
income and the awards committee decided 
to try to find recipients where these small in- 
comes were being administered with vision 
as well as grit and gumption. Some twenty 
little Ohio libraries were selected for the first 
year's investigations, and to each went a 
letter requesting the necessary application 
with a certification from the library's board 
that it "needed books of permanent value" 
and giving each an opportunity to list special 
types of book needs. With this letter went a 
suggestive questionnaire to be filled out by 
applicant libraries which would tell the 
awards committee something of the aims, poli- 
cies, and achievements of each library despite 
income handicaps. s 

To grade the returned questionnaires we 
devised, a mathematical table based on the 
answers and on the filed reports. This 
covered income, circulation, and registration 
per capita, wise budgeting, board meeting in- 
dications, proper division of responsibility, 
book selection, business-like attitudes, pro- 


Communications to or 


from A.L.A. Memb ers 





gressiveness, and ingenuity as indicated by 
special projects. A perfect score would have 
given 110 points, and four of the twenty li- 
braries scored 95 points or more. 

'The two awards for 1945 were granted at 
the January 31 banquet of the O.L.A. to the 
public libraries at Swanton, Fulton County, 
and  Guadenhutten, Tuscarawas County. 
Swanton is a town of 1594 residents and the 
librarian is Mrs. Irma L. Moorman. ‘They 
have a book collection of 13,000 and circula- 
tion of 32,000 (19,000 juvenile) with expendi- 
tures in 1943 of about $1600. Guadenhutten 
is a community with 876 residents and Mrs. 
Nelle Patterson is,the librarian. The book 
collection of 6400 last year netted a circula- 
tion of 18,000 volumes (7700 juvenile). 
The 1943 expenditures were $1240. 

O.L.A. RITTER AWARDS COMMITTEE 
Harotp J. Grimm, Trustee 
Bexley Public Library ! 
HELEN L. Kramer, Librarian 
Marion Public Library 

Wirum J. HAMILTON, Librarian 
Dayton Publie Library 


Meetings in the South? 
TO THE EDITOR: 


It was a matter of concern to me to note 
the uncompromising attitude called forth by 
Miss Warren's statement regarding the hold- 
ing of A.L.A. conferences in Southern cities. 
I feel a deep personal interest in the whole 
subject because I was one of a Seattle group 
which expressed itself very positively in favor 
of the ban and at the time I was in agree- 
ment with the action taken. My attitude 
toward the matter of racial equality has not 
altered in the slightest, but I am very doubt- 
ful now regarding the methods so frequently 
pursued with that end in view. On several 
occasions Í have discussed the problem with 
people who are vitally interested in further- 
ing race relations and who have devoted their | 
lives to working for the cause of equality in 
our country. Invariably they have told me 
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that action such as we of the A.L.A. have 
taken does more harm than good, for it serves 
only to make more difficult the task of those 
Southerners, both white and black, who are 
working for the same cause we are. I am 
assured by these people that there is a defi- 
nite movement in the South for the better- 
ment of race relations but that we in the 
North hear very little about it since in the 
very nature of things much of the work must 
be carried on underground. 

Since the war we in Seattle must confess 
to our shame that racial discrimination has 
spread to the Pacific Northwest. Enlight- 
ened citizens are combating it, but the North 
is not in a position to point the finger of scorn 
at the South. 

I wish the whole subject Gould be discussed 
among librarians from the standpoint of ex- 
pediency instead of in the rarefied atmosphere 
of high ideals or in the hopeless muddle of 
strong emotions, neither of which leads to 
improvement in the situation as it exists. 

LESLEY MURIEL HrATHCOTE 
Montreal 
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“The World and America” 


"TO THE PUBLIC RELATIONS CHIEF: 


Your letter regarding the radio series en- 
titled “The World and America" has beer 
referred to me by Dr. Wheeler. While we 
are not joint sponsors nor are we getting 
regular library plugs on the program at the 
present time, we were quite effectively tied 
into the program during the late fall. The 
Arundel Ice Cream Company of Baltimore 
sponsors the local outlet, and we arranged 
through the advertising agency which handles 
the details to provide a large window exhibit 
at the central library publicizing the pro- 
gram. This exhibit ran for three weeks, and 
all during that time the library and books re- 
lating to American history and to world his- 
tory were regularly mentioned. In addition, 
a picture of our exhibit was run in all the 
local newspapers with a story tying in the 
advertiser, the program, and the library. The 
whole arrangement seemed to work very well. 

Joser C. SHIPMAN, Assistant Librarian 
Enoch Pratt Free Library 


Positions 


, 


Wanted: Union catalog editor, Pacific North- 
west Bibliographic Center. Catalog experience 
required ; filing experience desirable. Must have 
real enthusiasm for “brushing and combing” 
fast-growing union catalog now in good con- 
dition. Right person will be given full author- 
ity, responsibility; will supervise two filers. 
Secondary duties include assisting director at 
varied tasks. Unusually attractive surround- 
ings; new equipment. Salary, $1920 to $2400. 
Apply Bibliographic Center, University of 
Washington, Seattle 5. 


Wanted: Librarian who is an experienced 
writer. Immigration problems will be out- 
standing after the war. Have years of Ellis 
Island Board of Special Inquiry proceedings on 
exclusion, deportation, and quota allowances of 
aliens. Photographs of Castle Garden, many 
types of individuals and families; social work 


and the future citizens. Unusual opportunity, 
without further research, for magazine series, 
screen version, radio, or book, to participate di- 
rectly and on a royalty basis. A15. 


Wanted: Reference assistants, children's li- 
brarians. Salaries, $1920 and $2100. Public 
Library, Washington, D.C. Give full informa- 
tion as to age, education, training, experience, 
and names and addresses of references. 


Wanted: Trained and experienced librarian 
wants work with young people in a college or 
public library, preferably in the West. A17. 


Wanted: High school library position in N.Y. 
State by trained librarian with four years’ ex- 
perience as teacher and librarian. Female. 
A18. S 





Norices by A.L.A. personal or institutional members will be inserted for a charge of fifty cents 
a line; minimum, one dollar and a half. Deadline: tenth of month preceding publication, Payment 
should not be made until statement is sent from the Bulletiz office. 








What Kind of Cooperation 
Do You Want? 


ECENT COMMENTS about the A.L.A. and its activities have included 
R questions about some form of closer cooperation and integration of the 
activities of the A.L.A. with local, state, and regional clubs, chapters, 
and associations. The Committee on Relations with Local Library Groups and 
on Membership Participation, of which Marian C. Manley is chairman, was 
appointed to secure suggestions and comments from the members. However, 
Miss Manley’s committee could not, of course, reach all members. It is hoped 
that all of those who read this page will read or reread Miss Manley’s report 
to the membership on pages 3-12 of the January A4.L.4. Bulletin and will 
express their opinions on the lower half of this page and return them to the 
A.L.A, Executive Secretary, 520 N. Michigan Ave., Chicago 11. 


ALAS? 2a n ADV Or HEX rni mec Ue ec e o oe fees fa ve fete e xD EAR M ENIM OR RO 
2. If so, do you think a dues scale should be worked out so that each member could pay one 
fee to cover all of his professional memberships? ..........-... 2c eee eee t eet e ee ee te eees 
3. Should the A.L.A. provide funds for more representation of its officers and staff at local, 
state, and regional meetings? .......... cee cece ee eee e nee eeees ————— 
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To Know Each Other | 
as Peoples 


b 


HE ONLY POSSIBLE PROTECTION against misuse of international com- 
T munication, or misinterpretation of international communication, is not 
less communication but more... . 

Those ‘who believe in the people must believe that if the peoples of the 
world know each other and understand each other they will be able to 
deal with the distortions and the lies themselves. "What is essential, then, is 
not to correct each mischievous inaccuracy, each intended falsehood, each out- 
burst of divisive propaganda. What is essential is to see to it that the peoples 
of the world know each other as peoples, that they understand each other as 
peoples. For if they know and if they understand they: will fill in the gaps 
for themselves as they have been filling in the gaps for centuries—for countless 
generations. They will allow for the falsehoods as they have always allowed 
for tliem. They will trust in common human nature to set things straight. 
—" A, Poet Views World Affairs" 

by Archibald MacLeish 


Association of American Colleges Bulletin, March 1945 
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How One Army Camp Library Is Helping 
Soldiers Readjust to Civilian Life 
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| The Sad Sack: From Soldier to Cialan 


ExnizaABETH R. JORDAN 


HE TREND in Army library service 

is to inform GI Joe and Jane about 

the changes in civilian life both in 
living and in employment so that they may 
more readily adapt themselves when they 
‘receive their discharges. The librarian's 
place in this "switchback" to normal life is 
to prepare the veteran to adjust himself and 
to advance himself in a livelihood. 

The post library at Camp Atterbury, 
Ind., is trying to meet this need by putting 
at the soldiers’. fingertips all vocational, oc- 
cupational, and educational facilities, Sgt. 
Sidney Ashley, a trained separation coun- 
selor, psychiatrist, and psychiatric social 
worker, is in the library four off-duty hours 
each day to aid, in an advisory capacity, all 
military personnel who seek counseling or 
advice concerning their postwar problems. 
This consultant has both an educational 
and a practical background in civilian and - 
military work. — 

It is desirable to secure information from 
all possible sources on all possible voca- 
tions and educational setups in which the 
veteran might be interested. Pamphlets on 








@Miss Jorpan, post librarian at Camp Atterbury, 
Ind. was formerly young people's assistant at the 
Toledo Public Library; assistant librarian, Miamis- 
burg, Ohio, Public Library; and librarian of the 
Miamisburg High School Library. She is a graduate 
of Ohio Wesleyan University and the University of 
Illinois Library School and also attended Bliss Busi- 
ness College ín Columbus and Ohio State University. 
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Pamphlet file on vocations and 
occupations for GI Joe, at 
Camp Atterbury, Ind. 


vocational and occupational subjects have 
been arranged according to subject classifi- 
cation, as shown in the accompanying pic- 
ture, in files which are at all times easily 
accessible to the soldiers. The classification 
scheme of subject headings is a modification 
of the: seventy-three basic classifications 
which are used in the vocational kit for 
counselors sent out by the Adjutant Gen- 
eral's Department. An attempt has been 
made to make the display as attractive as 
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“possible by using figures of the Sad Sack 
as a soldier and as a civilian. ` 
. This index is prepared for the counselor 
who will work with the soldiers ready for 
immediate discharge; for the GI's in recon- 
ditioning centers, to supplement material 
provided by the government in the ‘soldiers’ 
kits; and for the veteran-to-be that he may 
see for himself the many fields of work in 
which he may secure employment or the 
advances which his particular field has 
made since he has been in the Army, so that 
he will be better equipped to continue his 
` former livelihood after his discharge. ‘The 
employer is also interested in this bibliog- 
raphy and is very willing to furnish mate- 
rial, : 

The most important limitation in this 
project is the time element. All the latest 
material must be available because, as this 


Book exhibit used to aid service 
men in rehabilitation 


e 
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subject is constantly changing, all material 
must be up to date if it is to be of value to 
the GI as a prospective employee. It is the 
duty of the social counselor to aid in main- 
taining and securing all up-to-date material 
as soon as possible after its publication. 
The library’s sources of information are 
many and varied: universities, colleges, ` 
large industrial organizations, smaller 
plants, research bureaus, clinics, hospitals, 
numerous government agencies, and the 
U.S. Armed Forces Institute. 

The book material dealing with the 


switch of soldier to civilian is placed in an 


exhibit as shown in the picture. Accom- 
panying this display is an annotated bib- 
liography entitled "Soldier to Civilian," 
which divides this type of book into three 
groups: (1) “I’m Home Again,” (2) “My 
Own Adjustment to Make," and (3) 
“What Job Can I Do?" 

A third exhibit is concerned exclusively 
with U.S.A.F.I. material. As complete as 
possible a set of U.S.A.F.I. textbooks is 
here for the soldiers’ perusal. The soldier- 
counselor and the librarian supply further 
facts and information and aid in the filling 
out of U.S.A.F.I. applications for indi- 
vidual soldiers. 

This is just the beginning of a project’ 
which should become an integral part of 
every camp library because, as the picture 


“is now unfolding, this is.a service which a 


librarian and a psychiatric social worker 
can render to the topsy-turvy world which 
will soon be upon us. It is a service not 
only to our country but also to those GI 
Joes and Janes fighting for us. A founda- 
tion laid now will, we hope, make the re- 
turn to civilian life easier. 








What Libraries Are Doing for the Service Man 


in Demobilization and Readjustment 


+ 


For the Returning Service Man 


MARGARET FULMER 


E TALK A LOT about demobili- 
zation and readjustment, li- 
brary publications are full of 
'it, but are libraries really doing anything 
about it?” challenged a well-known li- 
brarian recently. Libraries are doing some- 
thing about it, according to reports coming 
in from all over the country. Many li- 
‘braries are serving veterans directly with 
information .on veterans’ legislation, re- 
employment, vocational rehabilitation, 
loans, insurance, educational opportunities, 
and staff assistance to help the veteran to 
help himself in his readjustment. Almost 
without exception libraries are cooperating 
„with the Veterans’ Administration, the Red 
Cross, and local agencies concerned with 
the needs of returning veterans. | 
Through its Public Affairs Information 
Center the Denver Public Library main- 
tains a two-way channel of cooperation with 
the U.S. Employment Service and the U.S. 
Veterans’ Administration in the use of re- 





Miss Furmer, a graduate of the University of 
Nebraska and the University of Wisconsin Library 
School, is. public library specialist at A.L.A. Head- 
quarters. She has been reference librarian of the 
North Dakota State Library Commission and librarian 
of the Carnegie Library, Hastings, 'Neb. Just before 
assuming her present position, Miss Fulmer was chief 
librarian of the Parmly Billings Memorial Library; 
Billings, Mont. 
Library Association in 1940 and compiled a list on 
"Civil Liberties and Democracy" which appeared in 
the A.L.A. Booklist for July 25, 1941. 


She was president of the Montana ` 


ferral cards. All available information is 
at hand for the veteran’s use in the center, 
with staff assistance in his use of it. The. 
library is cooperating with all of the more 


. than seventy member agencies of the Adult 


Education Council, through field repre- 

sentatives, book lists, book collections, and 
other special projects. There is special 
library emphasis in family relationships. A’ 
radio program on great books has brought 
veterans to the library to borrow the books. 

A room has been given to the War Vet- 
erans' Advisory, Committee in the Win- 
chester, Mass., Public Library for use as a 
consulting and guidance center. 'The com- 
mittee is also having discussions in the 
library for representatives of all local agen- 
cies working with Winchester’s returning 
service men and women. 

Films on rehabilitation and the readjust- 
ment problems of both service men and“ 
civilians are being shown by the Cincin- 
nati Public Library, cooperating with the 
Adult Education Council. The films are 
accompanied by reviews of books and mim- 
eographed reading lists dealing with these ` 


problems. 


The San Diego Council for Education 
maintains a desk and a trained counselor 
in the lobby of the public library to give 
information and counseling services on edu~ 
cational opportunities for veterans in San 
Diego. 

The Lawson General Hospital, in At- 
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lanta, calls on the Carnegie Library for help 
through books in the training program for 
leaders who are learning to ‘teach néw 
trades and crafts. The library sends many 
books directly to patients through the 
“Gray Lady" service. ‘The books are 
read. It is interesting to see the number 
of times that a soldier's enthusiasm in a 
subject attracts others to that field. No 
sooner do we send a book on raising silk- 
worms or mink farms than we get more 
calls for books on these subjects," reports 
Fanny D. Hinton. 


Grand Rapids, Michigan 
p" V-MAIL from overseas, by letter, by 


telephone, and by daily increasing: 


numbers of personal calls from returning 
veterans, the Grand Rapids, Mich., Public 
Library is meeting vocational, educational, 
and recreational needs of veterans. Film 
forums and discussion groups to stimulate 
thinking and discussion on critical national 
and international war and postwar prob- 
lems supplement this servíce. 

A veterans’ bulletin board catches the 
eye of returning service men as they enter 
the Kern County Free Library, Bakers- 
field, Calif. “They then come to the desk 
knowing we are aware of their problems. 
Our aim is to furnish them with books to 
fit their needs or to send them to the proper 
agency," Eleanor N. Wilson reports. 

The Kansas City, Mo., Public Library 
is working closely with the Committee for 
Returning Veterans of the Citizens’ Plan- 
ning Committee and with the division of 
the public school system which is charged 
with the responsibilities of the educational 
needs of returned veterans as students in 
junior colleges. 

Service to veterans is concentrated in the 
Business and Labor Service Division of 
the Akron Public Library. A reading list, 
“They Will Be Coming Back Soon," is 
distributed to civilians to help in the family 
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readjustment problems. “We believe it is 
of vital importance to prepare the families 
of our service men for their responsibilities 
when they come back," states, R. Russell 
Munn. . 
The. library’s war information center, 
pointed toward helping individuals solve 
their problems arising out of demobilization 
and readjustment, and books and infor- 
mation services to the Army Air Forces 
Convalescent Hospital, Nichols General 
Hospital, and the rehabilitation center at 
nearby Fort Knox, are the major services of 


_ the Louisville Free Public Library. 


A reading program for the blind through 
talking books is one of the major services 
planned by the Fort Worth, Tex., Public 
Library. 


Bismarck, North Dakota 
H™ in Bismarck, we feel that our 


service file has been of the great- 
est help in establishing a friendly feeling 
toward the library among the service men 
and women from this county,” writes 
Erana M. Stadler. “We have every confi- 
dence that this relationship will carry over 
when these men and women return to 
civilian life. Once a month the file is 
used as a mailing list for a special edition 
of the Bismarck Tribune, a project of the 
Tribune and the Service to Servicemen’s 
Committee. ‘The library keeps the file up 
to date and, with the help of volunteers, 
prepares the papers for mailing. ‘The boys 
make us feel very humble in their gratitude 
for this service. This project, which per- 
haps could in no sense of the word be called 
library service, is paying rich rewards in 
goodwill now and, we hope, in future op- 
portunities to help with readjustment prob- 
lems.” - 
“In Montclair, N.J., the initial counsel- 
ing of local demobilized men has been for- 
mally centered in the offices of the Selective 


Service Board. In consequence, the prin- 
o 
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ciple on which the Montclair library is now 
-basing its present work with service men 
and women and its hopes for future useful- 
ness when demobilized is that they are still 
regular borrowers, temporarily out of town. 
We think, too,” Margery C. Quigley 
writes, “that their favorable experiences 
with service libraries will tend to send 


them back to the home town library with | 


increased appreciation of its usefulness. 
The library keeps in touch with these men 
and women in all such logical ways as we 
can discover or evolve. The library is 
greatly aided by the fact that our town 
newspaper is sent free to more than 2500 
service men and women who want it. The 
paper not only carries lots of library news 
but gives us space in its popular ‘Soldiers’ 
Mail Bag” for letters to the library from 
service men and for articles’ written by a 
staff member to feature men home on fur- 
lough and at the same time give their com- 
ments on books and libraries.” 


LETTER SENT TO MONTCLAIR 
SERVICE MEN 





The MONTCLAIR LIBRARY 





THIS LETTER 
45 from your home town of 


MONTCLAIR 


WHAT WOULD YOU LIKE to see as part of tbe new buslding 
which may be one of the first post-war projects in town? 

YOU HAVE PROBABLY found the libraries in she camps jo 
comfortable, informal, and interesting that you can tell us of features 
which you think should be in the new Montclair Library. f 

WILL YOU PLEASE jot down a few suggestions and mail them 
back to me? 

I HOPE THE RESULTS of your help may show in your post- 
war library. 


Sincerely yours 
MARGERY QUIGLEY , 
the Librarian 

The Montclair Library 
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Vocational subjects predominate, by far, 
the questions which veterans ask at the 
veterans’ information bureau at the Chicago 
Public Library. Radio is first, next avia- 
tion, then music, air conditioning, business 
administration, auto mechanics, beauty cul- 
ture, embalming, watchmaking, carpentry, 
motion picture projection, and forestry. 
There are frequent inquiries for informa- 
tion on apprenticeship training and how 
out-of-school adults may get school credits. 


Aid in location of study courses is develop- 


ing into more extensive educational coun- 
seling which, the staff is finding, has a 
natural affiliation with reading guidance 
and informal adult education activities. 


Maryland 


DEMONSTRATION of library service to 
A returned veterans, financed by the 
Maryland Association of Small Loan Com- 
panies and sponsored by the Maryland Li- 
brary Association, is to be made by the 
Washington County Free Library, Hagers- 
town. 

The Minneapolis Council of Social 
Agencies maintains a veterans’ information 
and referral center at a downtown location 
convenient for veterans. (See article by 
Sarah L. Wallace in July 1944 4.L.4. 
Bulletin.) For several months a staff 
member gave half time at the referral cen- 
ter. The newer books on the adjustment. 
problems of veterans, certain vocational 
guidance services, related government pub- 
lications, magazines, and a bulletin board 
were assembled at the center. Practically 
all applicants at the center were routed to 
the library desk. In many cases informa- 
tion could be supplied immediately ; in other 
cases coordination with the main library 
was required in order to provide a reading 
course, special directory service, or neces- 
sary books for reading at home. Veterans’ 
borrower's cards, for a three-month period, 
were issued at the center. Due to budget . 
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limitations this service has been moved to the 
readers advisory and technical departments 
of the library. 

Will books and library services really 
count in demobilization and readjustment? 
The comments of two librarians summarize 
many opinions. “I personally feel," says 
Chalmers Hadley, Cincinnati Public Li- 
brary, "that books have an important place 
in the problems facing us, but at the same 
time I do not believe that in any acute 
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situation books play as vital a part as other 
agencies. For instance, doctors, social wel- 
fare workers, employment bureaus, psychia- 
trists, legal aid societies, are the types which 
I think are filling a returned soldier's first 
needs." Corinne Mead, Winchester, 
Mass., Public Library, believes “. . . it is 
going to take great personal effort on the 
part of the librarian and probably will be 


“one of the greatest opportunities our pro- 


fession has had." 


Report: Library Development Fund (ampaign 


JT State of Washington was the first 
state in the union to reach and exceed 
its goal in the Library Development Fund 
campaign. A telegram of confirmation from 
John S. Richards, Washington state cam- 
` paign ‘director, received on April 30, was 
the beginning of a long and still-continuing 
flow of reports from campaign directors 
throughout the country. 

Contributions from individual trustees 
and librarians have been matched by group 
action. The first staff group to report 100 
per cent participation in the campaign was 
that of the Salt Lake County Free Public 
Library at Midvale, Utah. The first of 
the library associations to support the Li- 
brary Development Fund were.the School 
Library Association of California, the New 
Jersey Library Association, the Milwaukee 


Chapter of the Special Libraties Associa- 
tion, and the Atlanta Library Club. 

Ex Libris, a dramatic club whose mem- 
bership is composed of men and women on 
the Cincinnati Public Library staff, spon- 
sored a boat ride as a benefit for the Library 
Development Fund in early May. The 
first among the Southern states to exceed its | 
goal, and the second nationally, was Louisi- 
ana, whose director, Mary Walton Harris, 
said: "If the campaign is as easy in other 
states, there should be no doubt about the 
outcome." 

"The total amount reported by state direc- 
tors as of May 23 was $22,139.66. Since 
the deadline for state reports was extended 
into May, the final report of the campaign 
will be published in the July issue of the 
Bulletin. 





LIBRARIANS interested in the passage of bills by the House and Senate favoring 
participation by the United States in the organization by the United Nations of an 
international office of education should write their representatives to that effect. 
The resolutions submitted are S.R. 122 and H.R. 215. 

















4 Description of How the Library Provisions 


in Missouri's New Constitution IV ere Secured 


A Constitutional Victory 


Lours M. Nourse 


EBRUARY 27, 1945, was a red-letter 

day in Missouri history. On that 

day the voters approved by a sub- 
stantial majority a new constitutional code 
for governing the state to replace the old 
constitution of 1875, which had become 
outmoded in spite of sixty patchwork 
amendments. Missouri, the “Show Me" 
state, has shown the other states how to 
do it. 

'The question of what library provisions, 
if any, should be included in a state consti- 
tution is a neglected subject. The writer 
cannot recall that the subject was ever 
discussed in library school, and he has not 
happened to attend a meeting where it was 
considered at an A.L.A. conference. 

A quick survey of state constitutions 
shows that only fourteen state constitutions 
contain any reference to libraries and most 





@Lovis M. Nourse began his professional career at 
the Kern County Free Library, Bakersfield, Calif., 
as assistant in the circulation department, then was 
branch librarian and later reference librarian. He 
also served as assistant in the order department of 
the Queens Borough Public’ Library, Jamaica, N.Y., 
as assistant to the chief librarian, Brooklyn Public 
Library, and as librarian of the Adriance Memorial 
Library, Poughkeepsie, N.Y. Before going to his 
present position as assistant librarian of the St. Louis 
Public Library he was librarian of the Kansas 
City, Mo., Public Library. He graduated from the 
University of Rochester and the University of Cali- 
fornia School of Librarianship and has the M.S. 
degree from Columbia University School of Library 
Service. 








of these consist of sách minor and irrelevant 
matters as the appointment, title, and salary 
of the state librarian. Perhaps Michigan’ 
and, Arkansas have the most significant li- 
brary provisions, both codes containing sec- 
tions which provide for public library sup- 
port. 

Here is the story, briefly, of how the 
Missouri Library Association and the Citi- 
zens Council for Missouri Libraries 
planned and carried through to a successful 
conclusion a campaign to secure valuable 
library provisions in the new constitution. 

On Nov. 3, 1942, Missourians voted 
"yes" to the query: “Shall there be 
a constitutional convention to revise or 
amend the constitution?" The question 
carried by a majority of five to three 
throughout the state. Soon after it was 
announced that the convention would con- 
vene in Jefferson City in September 1943, 
Charles H. Compton, librarian of the St. 
Louis Public Library and chairman of the 
M.L.A. Committee on Library Extension 
and Legislation, began to gather material 
on the subject of library provisions in state 
constitutions. This preliminary effort re- 
sulted in the formulation of specific recom- 
mendations which were presented at the 
M.L.A. conference held in Jefferson City, 
September 1-2, and which were endorsed 
by the association. They were as follows: 


I. There should be a general provision in 
the constitution that would recognize the ob- 
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ligation of the state to support public librar- 
les as a necessary part of public education 

2. Remove or raise present over-all tax 
limitations for cities, towns, school districts, 
and counties f 

3. Make the tax for public library support 
over and above the tax limitation for general 
purposes 

4. Provide that a certain per cent (e.g. 
2 per cent) of all state income be allotted to 
public libraries annually 

.5. Make it possible by popular vote of two- 
thirds majority for additional funds to be 
provided for county, city, or school purposes 
including libraries 

6. Revise the tax on intangibles on an 
equable basis. 


Shortly after the constitutional conven- 
tion opened early in October, the writer, 
serving as the legislative representative of 
the Missouri Library Association and the 
Citizens Council for Missouri Libraries, 
began to interview the delegates in the state 
capitol. Each of the eighty-three delegates 
was given a copy of Equal Chance, pub- 
lished by the A.L.A., a copy of the Mis- 
souri Constitutional Convention Number of 
the M.L.A4. Quarterly (September 1943), 
and other pertinent material. 


Getting Proposals Introduced 


F COURSE, no two interviews were 
O alike, for some of the delegates knew 
very little about the library situation in the 
state while others knew a great deal about 
libraries or at least about their own local 
libraries. A few were or had been library 
trustees. It proved to be a fortunate cir- 
cumstance that these interviews were made 
early in the session before the delegates were 
very busy with committee meetings, heavy 
correspondence, and longer floor sessions; 
also before other “lobbyists” were on the 
ground. In general most of the delegates 
were friendly to the suggestion of doing 
something for libraries and several eventu- 
ally became strong supporters for the li- 
brary cause. 


-It was possible, during October, to get 
three library proposals introduced: 


Proposal No. 25 was introduced by J. A. 
Hemphill, of Kennett. 'This was a general 
provision which would recognize the obliga- 
tion of the state and its subdivisions to pro- 
mote and support free public libraries. It 
was referred to the committee on education. 

Proposal No. 51 was introduced by R. W. 
Brown, who was also the president of the 
Missouri Farm Bureau Federation. ‘This 
would make the library tax a separate tax 
outside the general tax limitations. Its ob- 
jective was to place the public library as an 
educational institution in the same class as 
the public school, outside such limitations. It 
was also designed to legalize existing library > 
tax levies which, in many municipalities, had 
exceeded their general over-all tax limitations. 
This proposal was referred to the committee 
on taxation. 

Proposal No. 84 was introduced by V. E. 
Phillips, of Kansas City. This would pro- 
vide that not less than 2 per cent of the state 
revenue in addition to the 25 per cent set 
aside for schools would be applied annually 
to a state aid program for public library serv- 
ice. The constitution of 1875 earmarked 25 
per cent as a minimum for schools and the gen- 
eral assembly has generously appropriated 334 
per cent for many years. Proposal No. 84 
was referred to the committee on state finance 
with instructions to confer with the education 
committee. f 


The Hearings 


HE NEXT STEP was to secure hearings 

before the appropriate committees. 
With nearly four hundred proposals intro- 
duced, it became a real problem to secure 
the necessary hearings. Fortunately, it was 
possible to secure ‘hearings for all three 
library proposals grouped within a single 
week. 

'The hearing on No. 51 was held No- 
vember 30 at 2 P.M. before the taxation 
committee; No. 84 at 8 p.m. before the 
state finance committee; and Nos. 25 and 
84 before the education committee at 8:30 
P.M, December 1. j 
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Between forty and fifty interested per- 
sons attended each hearing. Mr. Compton 
was invited by the chairman to introduce 
the speakers. Jacob M. Lashly, vice presi- 
dent of the St. Louis Public Library board 
and president of the Citizens Council for 
Missouri Libraries, made the principal plea 
at each hearing. He described the low 
status of library service in the state, point- 
ing out that 43 per cent or 1,685,000 of 
Missouri’s total population are without 
library service. He explained how each 
proposal was designed to improve the pres- 
ent situation and emphasized the fact that 
No. 51 would correct and legalize a tax 
condition in which twenty-five of the fifty- 
eight cities (2500 population and over) are 
levying public library taxes above the con- 
stitutional limitations. 

Mr. Lashly was followed by a number 


of librarians and friends of libraries, in- 


cluding Ruth O’Malley, then executive sec- 
retary of the Missouri Library Commission ; 
Mrs, Gertrude Gilbert Drury, secretary of 
the Citizens Council for Missouri Libraries; 
C. L. Harrison, secretary, Cape Girardeau 
Public Library board; Mrs. Frank B. Ful- 
kerson, past president of the Citizens Coun- 
cil for Missouri Libraries; Harold L. 
Hamill, librarian, Kansas City Public Li- 
brary, and the writer. Those.who attended 
the hearings were impressed and encouraged 
by the courtesy and friendliness of the mem- 
bers of the committees. 


Debate and Passage by the Convention 


FTER the official hearings had been con- 
A cluded, each committee was charged 
with the responsibility of writing a new 
article for the constitution as a report to 
be presented on the floor of the convention 
for discussion and final action. 

Proposal No. 25 was considered favor- 
ably, first by a subcommittee and then by 
the committee on education, and was desig- 
nated as part of Section 11 in the report 
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of the committee on education to be sub- 
mitted to the convention acting as a com- 
mittee of the whole. 

Proposal No. 51 was combined with 
several other similar proposals to form a 
new home rule clause. which would allow 
communities to tax themselves for various 


‘types of public services over and above 


specific tax limitations. ‘This became a part 
of Section 11 in the report of the committee 
on taxation. 

Proposal No. 84 was replaced by a sub- 
stitute proposal providing for mandatory 
state aid for libraries but omitting the ear- 
marking feature. A strong trend against 
the inclusion of new earmarking in the new 
code developed during the convention so 
that only one such additional proposal was 
approved—z per cent of the general reve- 
nue fund for the development of state parks 
for a period of fifteen years. 

Section 11 of the report of the com- 
mittee on education (File No. 13) was 
introduced to the convention for discussion 
and first reading on May 2, 1944, and was 
passed unanimously. It came up for third 
reading, September 14, with a minimum of 
forty-two favorable votes required for final 
passage. It was approved and became Sec- 
tion 10 in Article IX on education: 


It is hereby declared to be the policy of 
the state to promote the establishment and 
development of free public libraries and to 
accept the obligation of their support by the 
state and its subdivisions and municipalities 
in such manner as may be provided by law. 
When any such subdivision or municipality 
supports a free library, the general assembly 
shall grant aid to such library in such manner 
and in such amounts as may be provided by 
law. 


This provision by law was to be in the pro- 
posed new constitution to be submitted to 
the voters. 

The proviso concerning libraries in Sec- 
tion 11 of the report on taxation (File No. 
19) was introduced for discussion on the 
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floor August 4. After four days of debate 
and discussion of thirty-two proposed 
amendments, most of which failed, the sec- 
tion was perfected and closed August 9. It 
came up for third reading and final passage 
September 20. It was designated as part 
of Section 11 in Article X on taxation: 


And provided further, that any county or 
other political subdivision, when authorized 
by law and within the limits fixed by law, may 
levy a rate of taxation on all property subject 
to its taxing powers in excess of the rates 
herein limited, for Zbrary, hospital, public 
health, recreatión grounds, and museum pur- 
poses. 


Campaign Activities 


HE EVENTS preceding the debate on 

Section 11, Article X—Taxation, il- 
lustrated the importance of having some- 
one on hand to watch developments. Due 
to the opposition from the real estate in- 
terests in both Kansas City and St. Louis 
the results were doubtful By checking 
closely with several delegates on an ap- 
parent deadlock the writer was able to 


secure a special meeting of the committee: 


on taxation. The outcome of this resulted 
in the submission of an amendment which 
had the support of the committee. Later 
a substitute amendment by Delegate 
Charles H. Mayer, of St. Joseph, clearing 
up the proviso affecting libraries, was ac- 
cepted and passed by the convention, but 
the groundwork had been laid to save the 
library situation. The greatest danger at 
this point was deletion through amendment. 

Between the time when the convention 
adjourned, Sept. 29, 1944, and the 
date of election, Feb. 27, 1945, librar- 
ies throughout the state cooperated with 
the state committee for the new constitu- 
tion, of which Mr. Lashly was chairman. 
Libraries distributed 100,000 copies of a 
leaflet released by the committee for the 


new constitution and 125,000 copies of a 
leaflet entitled The Proposed New Con- 
stitution dnd the Free Public Library; also, 
printed material supplied by the Missouri 
State Teachers’ Association, the Missouri 
League of Women Voters, and other 
friendly organizations. Members of the 
Citizens Council for Missouri Libraries 
and the League of Women Voters really 
worked by making telephone calls and ring- 
ing door bells during the last week of the 
campaign to get out the voters. 


Conclusion 


N ANY long-range development program 

for the state, it is important to have a 
legislative representative on hand at the, 
state capitol to watch developments and to 
keep the librarians and lay groups informed 
so that proper steps may be taken to assure 
the strongest support at critical moments. 

It is difficult to overemphasize the sig- 
nificance and importance of the library 
provisions in the new constitution. The 
proviso which authorizes a tax for library 
support beyond the over-all tax limitations 
will allow many communities with a local 
tax rate up to the limit or exceeding the 
limit to provide for public libraries as a 
new public service or to provide for im- 
proved library service. Many counties have 
been unable to vote for county library serv- 
ice because their over-all tax rates had 
reached the constitutional limits. In fact, 
two counties, Jackson and Clark, taking 
advantage of the new code which went into 
effect March 27, voted to establish county 
library systems at the April 3 election. 

The mandatory constitutional ~provision 
for state aid, which has not yet been imple- 
mented into state law, should provide a 
great impetus to the establishment of county 
libraries and eventually to complete state- 
wide library service. 





Description of the Activities of' Groups Interested in Sending 


Books to Children in War-Stricken Areas 


American Cilde Books Go Abroad 


' MURIEL GILBERT 


` 


ITH THE END of the war in 
sight, the need for supplying 
good books, in English and in 


AND RUTH GILES 


native tongues, to the children of war- | 


devastated countries is urgently felt, not 
only by young people’s, children’s, and 
school librarians, but also by many organi- 
zations not ordinarily interested in books. 
It is the purpose of this article to sum- 
marize what is being accomplished and to 
indicate directions for participation. 

The immediate concern of the Interna- 
tional Committee of the Children's Library 
Association is to send a representative of 
public library work with children to Europe 
as soon as possible to study conditions exist- 
ing in each country, with a view to supplying 
books in their own languages to the children 








€ Miss GirsrenT has been on the staff of the children's 
department of the Buffalo Public Library for a number 
of years and since 1934 has been its head. In addition 
she has been a lecturer in library science at the Univer- 
sity of Buffalo since 1939. She is chairman of the 
International Relations Committee of the Division of 
. Libraries for Children and Young People. 

@ Muss Gross has degrees from the Greenville Woman's 
College and the Simmons College School of Library 
Science. For several years she worked in the schools 
division and as a children’s librarian at the Public 
Library of the District of Columbia, later was children's 
librarian in several branches of the New York Public 
Library, and since 1944 has been assistant to the super- 
intendent of work with children in the New York 
Publie Library. Miss Giles is chairman of the Inter- 
national Committee of the Children’s Library Association 
of the Division of Libraries for Children and Young 
People. 








of Europe through the establishment of 
reading centers. He would discover what 
books are available in war areas and would 
act as adviser in establishing or restoring 
libraries for children. This committee is also 
interested in advising European publishers 
im their plans for translating children's 
books from English into their respec- 
tive languages in their native countries, 
as soon as presses can be re-established. 
This plan, if successfully carried out, should 
do much to build up morale and restore 
interest in the importance and influence of 
good children's books within these coun- 
tries. 

There is also a need and natural demand 
for the distribution of American children's 
books in English in these countries. First 
of all, it is desirable to have examples of 
outstanding American children's books, 


: published during the war years, distributed 
abroad as possibilities for translation and 


publication in each country.  . 

Then, too, the picture book, with little 
text and stunning illustrations, has a direct 
appeal even to the child who speaks no 
English. ‘The picture book will straight- 
way bring beauty and humor and. the satis- 
faction of new experience to children who 
have forgotten, or have never known. the 
joys of reading. ` 

A third purpose for providing these books 
is to supply interesting and varied reading 
for young people who have studied English 
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and whose reading experience has been lim- 
ited to textbooks. Requests for books for 
this use have come from Spanish-speaking 
countries in this hemisphere and from 
Europe. 

Needless to say, the sending of American 
children's books in English will further 
the understanding between Americans and 
other countries, and the realization of a 
'common heritage between them may be 
_ reaffirmed. 


The two organizations sponsoring Books. 


Across the Sea and the Treasure Chests 
provide two means by which librarians can 
send American children's books to England 
and Europe. l 


Books Across the Sea 


ps Across THE SEA has its Amer- 


. ican headquarters at the Browsing 
Room, where meetings and exhibitions are 
held, at 309 South Hall, Columbia Univer- 
sity Library, New York City. Inquiries 
about participation should be addressed to 
Charlotte Seymour Day. This organiza- 
tion is doing effective work in arranging 
exchanges of books between England and 
America for both adults and children. 

. The plan is as follows: a group here will 
send books, carefully selected, to a similar 
group in Great Britain. Books may be sent 


often or infrequently, and the American 


group may suggest a.town or a school with 
which it would like to have the exchange. 

As an illustration of the way this plan 
works, the Montclair, .N.J., Free Public 
Library makes it possible for the children 
in that city to take part in a Books Across 
the Sea exchange by putting on exhibit in 
the library the book which is ‘to be sent 
next. Any child who contributes five cents 
toward the book may write his name in it. 
‘Those inscribed books are warmly received, 
and a similar welcome by American chil- 
dren is given to the British books sent in 
this direction. 
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There is also a traveling library of Brit- 
ish wartime children’s books which may.be 
borrowed for display. Ninety libraries 
from coast to coast have already taken ad- 
vantage of this opportunity, with gratifying 
results. 

The exchange of the “Daily Life Scrap- 
book" between American and English 
groups has proved to be a fascinating means 
of furthering friendships between the two 
countries. This is also arranged by the 
Books Across the Sea office upon request. 


Treasure Chests 


NOTABLE PIECE of work is being ac- 
A complished by the Women’s Council 
for Postwar Europe. The book committee 
of this organization has staged a nationwide 
campaign in which American children, edi- 
tors, educators, librarians, and other inter- 
ested adults have participated. From a list 
of books in English recommended by the 
book committee, the books are bought; put 
into colorful “treasure chests,” and sent 
abroad to children in devastated countries. 
This appeal met with immediate and en- 
thusiastic response from the American chil- 
dren themselves and soon had the support 
of the Boy Scouts, the Girl Scouts, the 
Campfire Girls, and school children all over 
the country. 

The gaily-painted chests were made by 
the children and expressed the originality 
and imagination of each group making the 
presentation. One chest going to China 
was painted Chinese blue with white flow- 
ers; oné to Holland was painted orange; 
some had the motifs or symbols of each 
country. The Campfire Girls used Indian 
motifs; from Springfield, Mo., came a real 
treasure chest; the rainbow (symbol for the 
Women’s Council) appeared on some; 
others have the inscription “One World." 
The school libraries in Newark, N.J., are 
promoting the project in that city, and 
specifications for the chests were worked 
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out in the school shops there. From thirty 
to one hundred children’s books go into 
each, dependirig on the size of the chest. ` 

- Photographs, personal letters, and scrap- 
' books are included in the chests, too, and, 
along with the books, these will no doubt 
promote lasting friendships between the 
children of America and the children of 
other countries, 

So far 145 chests have been completed 
or pledged. Chests have already gone to 
the Philippines, France, Yugoslavia, and 
are waiting in England to be sent to Nor- 
way and Denmark. The countries to re- 
ceive the chests and the number to be sent 
are: 


Belgium 6 Norway 6 

China 12 Philippines 9 
Czechoslovakia 1 Poland 2 

Denmark 3 Southern England 6 
France 16 Soviet Union 9 
Greece 9 Yugoslavia 4 
Holland 12 Chests pledged but 
Italy 5 no country  men- 
Luxemburg 1 .tioned ‘44. 


Many organizations such as the United 
China Relief and the National Council of 
American-Soviet Friendship have worked 
through the Women’s Council for Postwar 
Europe to send books to the children of 
China and Russia. 

On May to, at the luncheon held in 
Town Hall Club, there were reports from 
representatives of the various countries 
which have received the treasure chests. 
"These reports expressed the reaction of the 
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children who received the chests and served 
as a constructive basis for further expan- 


. sion of the campaign. 


Libraries, schools, or individuals inter- 
ested in this plan should send requests for 
the list and detailed instructions to the 
committee chairman, Mme. Ninon Tallon, 
Book Committee of the Women’s Council 
for. Postwar Europe, Inc, 366 Madison 
Ave., New York City 17. 


` 


Requests from Overseas 


S PECIAL REQUESTS asking for children’s 
or young people’s books for a school or 


‘a group of children or for a'special exhibit 


to show what American children’s books are 
like, are often received by the A.L.A. Inter- 
national Relations Office in Washington 
and by A.L.A. Headquarters in Chicago. 
Sometimes these requests are modest, some- 
times extensive, but for neither is there 
official machinery whereby funds can be 
used to obtain and send the books desired. 

Heads of children's or young people's 
departments or supervisors of school li- 
braries who are interested in occasionally | 
filling such requests, should list their de- 
partments with Muriel Gilbert, chairman, 
International Relations Committee of the 
A.L.A. Division of Libraries for Children 
and Young People, Public Library, Buffalo. 
The committee will welcome the oppor- 
tunity of serving as a liaison between the 
country making the request and the library , 
ready to meet this opportunity, 


Higgs 


THE PROBLEM of providing Europe’s postwar population with public libraries as they 
are known in the Anglo-Saxon world is a sociological problem of first magnitude and one 
which deserves even more careful study than the rehabilitation of research: libraries. 
The establishment of good public-library systems throughout the world, will be the best 
possible insurance for the continued existence of democracy. 3 


—Postwar Rehabilitation of European 
Research Libraries” by 

Lawrence S. Thompson in 

School and Society, Nov. 4, 1944 





A.L.A.'s New Home 3 


HE FAMOUS RESIDENTIAL landmark 

shown below, one of three buildings 

recently purchased by the Trustees 
of the A.L.A. Endowment Funds, will be 
occupied as A.L.A. Headquarters as soon as 
the present lease is disposed of and plans for 
layouts, remodeling, and so forth, now be- 
gun, are carried to completion. All this may 
take six months or even longer. Although 
the saving in operating cost should be sub- 


stantial, even more important will be^the | 


gain in space. ° 


qiti 
The new A.L.A. Headquarters building, originally the Cyrus Hall McCormick mansion, is 


located on East Huron Street about four blocks north of the present Headquarters. It is the 
central building of three residences on the property which the A.L.A. purchased for $175,000. 


' Expansion in our present quarters is im- 
possible, and if the A.L.A. continues to 
grow, adding departments and staff, larger 
quarters will be necessary. The new space 
will make this possible and also will provide . 
an assembly room for small meetings. “The 
house has thirty-five rooms and three stories 
suitable for occupancy as offices, plus con- 
siderable storage space. It is hoped to pre- 
serve the beauty and dignity of the first floor, 
in keeping with the professional activity of 
the Association. 
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Disposal of Surplus Properties to 
| Libraries as Educational 
Institutions 


~ 


HE STATEMENT filed by the U. S. Commissioner of Education with the Surplus Property 

Administration in December 1944 (along with a statement on schools and colleges) has 

just been released.t ‘The letter of transmittal included the following paragraphs on 
libraries: : 


One of the major educational needs in this country is the provision of adequate public library 
services to the people in all communities, large and small. It is a well-known fact that with few 
exceptions these services are not available to our people in rural areas. Considerably less than 
one half of our population is now provided with adequate library services. 

Since public libraries are properly considered as educational institutions, along with schools, 
colleges, and universities, considerations have been given to the utilization by them of surplus 
property. On November 9 and zo I arranged for a conference of representative library leaders to 
consider this problem with representatives of this office. I am glad to submit for your consideration 
the proposals of this conference entitled “Disposal of Surplus Properties to Libraries As Educational 


Institutions." 


Special Consideration for Libraries Justified 


IBRARIES as educational -institutions merit 
E special consideration under the provisions 
of the Surplus Property Act of 1944. Since 
school and college libraries will be covered 
necessarily by the procedures and regulations 
set up by the Surplus Property Board for the 
institutions of which they are a part, the 
following statements and proposals concern 
public libraries, except as specially noted. 
These institutions are either, tax-supported or 
tax-exempt, operate for the most part under 
their own local governing boards or authori- 
ties, and render library service to a com- 
munity, area, or region. They number ap- 
proximately 6500 independent systems. 

Public libraries fill a unique place in the 
educational program of the United States. 
By „furnishing opportunity for self-education 
to adults and persons of all age groups, by 
facilitating informal study and research on 
an individual basis, these libraries carry cul- 
tural and educational opportunities further 


perhaps than any other educational institu- 


tion. Libraries enable men and women to 
prepare themselves for activities in which 


1See also Howard, Paul “Surplus Property for 
Libraries." A.L.A, Bulletin 39:18, 28, January 1945. 
. "Federal Relations News." A.L.A. Bulletin 
39:145, April 1945. 





they- will be involved as citizens, to equip 
themselves for helpful occupations, to improve 
their capacity for appreciation and contribu- 
tions in cultural and social fields, to bring 
themselves up to date in all fields of knowl- 
edge in which they are interested, and to 
utilize leisure time to promote personal hap- 
piness and social well-being. 

Furthermore, the public library has become 
an important factor in interpreting American 
ideals and the American scene to the general 
citizen. Its unusual value lies in the fact that 
it makes available information and interpre- 
tations from many viewpoints, so that each 
individual develops his own thinking from all 
sides of an issue. ‘This democratic process 
tends to build a stauncher and a more informed 
citizenship. . Uu 

In addition to performing many educational 
services in the public interest, public libraries 
are community agencies that can do much to 
further many of the announced objectives. in 
Section 2 of the act, just as they have partici- 
pated in aiding the government's war-related 
information program. One of its economic 
objectives indeed would be directly furthered 
by the allocation of certain surplus properties 
to libraries, because such concessions would 
not dislocate the domestic economy.  Li- 
braries have budgets determined once a year; 
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they have never had enough funds to enable 
them to render their full potentiality of edu- 
cational service to the community. 
they will continue to spend the full amount of 
their appropriations, their acquisition of sur- 
plus properties, through donations or at 
nominal prices, will not remove purchasing 
power from the regular commercial market. 


Current Deficiencies and Future 
Needs of Libraries 


THIRD of the people of the United 
States, mostly rural people, live in 
areas without public library service. Many 
service men and women from the open coun- 
try and the small villages have for the first 
time had contact with libraries and books 
‘in the military and naval establishments. Up- 
on their return home they will expect li- 
brary services similar to those to which they 
have become accustomed while in the armed 
forces. It is in the public interest that all 
people in these unserved areas have access 
to the educational and cultural facilities just 
outlined. The provision of these facilities 
is a major educational need for the entire 
nation. The surplus Army camp library 
books would go a long way toward meeting 
this need, 

Furthermore, approximately another one 
third of the people of the United States are 
handicapped by inadequate public library serv- 
ice. Because of meager budgets, ‘library 
books, equipment, and supplies have never 
been available to these people in sufficient 
quantity or quality to provide even a mini- 
mum service. A semblance of organization 
is there but the substance of real library 
service has been lacking. Surplus properties 
at a nominal price and in sufficient quantities 
can aid materially in improving services to 
these people. : 

Increased responsibilities and an enlarged 
conception of the whole duty of a public li- 
brary to its citizenship have taxed severely 
the resources of even the more generously 
supported libraries. In the postwar period, 
still more books and better library equipment 
will be needed. Not only will they be called 
upon for the educational services already 
mentioned, but they will be expected to pro- 
vide such newer services as individual guid- 


ance to readers, vocational information, film : 


service to community organizations and local 


Since 
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businessmen, recordings and soundproof lis- 
tening rooms, and community forums. As 
still another responsibility these public li- 
braries are faced with the problems of service 
to large groups of migrant workers and re- 
turning veterans. If properly equipped, li- 
braries can aid greatly in rehabilitation and 
adjustment after the war. 

Considered as a whole, library budgets 
have never been adequate for the demands 
placed upon them, and the necessary wartime 
restrictions have caused library equipment and 
supplies to fall into serious arrears. The 
allocation of surplus properties to libraries as 
educational institutions would do much to 
remedy such inadequacies and would result 
in benefits to the United States. 


Categories of Surplus Properties 
Appropriate to Libraries 
“A” Category 

Items used in supplying general library serv- 
ice to the men and women of the armed forces. 

Examples: s 

x. Army camp library books. 

2. Army camp library equipment, such as: 
charging desks, library shelving, library card 
catalog cabinets, magazine and pamphlet covers, 
book ends and book supports, portable book 
trucks, chairs and tables constructed especially 
for Army camp libraries, magazine racks. 

These books and equipment (Category A) 
were purchased by the federal government for 
the use of adults from the age of 18 to 38 
principally. They form what are essentially 
public libraries for the men and women of the 
armed forces. If thrown on the secondhand , 
market when they becomé surplus, these books 
would bring only insignificant returns and 
would disrupt the publishing and bookselling 
business. If utilized by public libraries, these 
books and equipment would render distinct bene- 
fits in the public interest. 


“B” Category 

Items designed primarily for libraries (in- 
cluding public, school, college, and university 
libraries) and of little or no value to othér 
claimants. 

Examples: 

i. Library furniture not included in Category 
A, such as: library tables and chairs, etc. 

2. Library equipment, such as: typewriters 
with special keyboards for cataloging, filing 
devices, library charging machines, book-repair- 
ing equipment, and other library equipment 
items not included in Category A. 


3. Bookmobiles with specially constructed 


DISPOSAL OF SURPLUS PROPERTIES TO LIBRARIES . 


bodies. (Many libraries use trucks with spe- 
cially designed bodies and trailers as itinerant 
branch libraries, especially in rural areas, but 
also in cities. Some Army camps have used 
such equipment.) 


“g” Category 


Items essential to library and other édocg- 
tional operation but also essential to the opera- 
tion of other agencies, institutions, and organi- 
zations. 


Examples: 
r, General office equipment and materials, 
such as: typewriters, desks, stenographers’ 


chairs, office chairs, tables, filing cabinets, etc. 

2. Equipment and materials for the main- 
tenance of buildings and grounds, such as: 
roofing materials, plumbing fixtures, lighting 
fixtures, wiring, etc. 

3. Mobile equipment, such as: trucks, trailers, 
house trailers, portable buildings, etc. (The ad- 
dition of a special body or of suitable shelving 
will make over the truck or trailer into a mobile 
branch library. The portable building provides 
for a small service agency which can be moved 
as need arises. From one such building, 1200 
books are circulated per month. <A house trailer 
in another place circulates 200 volumes per 
day.) 

4. Printing and duplicating equipment. 
braries use this constantly for brief lists of 
books on various subjects.) 

5. Photoduplicating equipment. (Used in 
connection with interlibrary loans, reproducing 
catalog cards, and for other purposes.) 

6. Motion picture projectors, films, sound- 
recording and reproducing equipment. (The 
supply to be shared with schools, colleges, and 
other educational agencies. Libraries are using 
such equipment in their educational activities 
in the community.) 

7. Display equipment and materials. 
card supplies and equipment. 


Show 


Criteria of Need 


N PRESENTING, claims public libraries, as 
] educational institutions, might well be re- 
quired to show justification for effective use 
of property involved. This justification might 
properly include, but should not be limited 
to: 


1. Material, equipment, and supplies that will 
(a) help to extend library service or (b) aid 
in improving the library service already in 
operation 

2. Material, equipment, or supplies that will 
replace material, equipment, or supplies, which 
are worn out or obsolescent and are necessary 
to the going program 


(Li- 
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3. Material, equipment, and supplies that are 


appropriate for the purpose to which they are to 
be applied. (Always required.) 


Administration of a Plan for 
Disposal to Libraries 


T THE STATE LEVEL there is, in every 
A state but one, an official state library 
agency, established by state law, which co- 
ordinates the work of the public libraries 
and strives to encourage the development of 
libraries. In thirteen states, this agency 
is an integral part of the state department 
of education. In others, it is organized 
as a state library commission. At the 
federal level, a Library Service Division was 
established by the Congress in the Office of 
Education for the express purpose of aiding 
in the development of libraries throughout 
the nation. 

In any state organization provided to ex- 
pedite the handling of surplus properties 
appropriate for libraries, it is recommended 


that such properties be considered under two 
heads: 


(x) Army camp library books and equipment 
(Category A). 

(2) Other surplus properties essential for 
efficient library operation (Categories B and C). 


Army Camp Library Books and Equipment 


N THE CASE of the Army camp library 

books and equipment, it is proposed that, 
as these properties are declared surplus by 
the Army, they should be allocated without 
cost by the disposal agency to the states for 
effective distribution by the official state li- 
brary agencies for the use of people now with- 
out public library facilities or with very 
limited library facilities. In this connection, 


.attention is called to the fact that the Ameri- 


can Library Association, a national profes- 
sional organization, has proposed that the 
allocation at the federal level be made in 
cooperation with, and preferably by, the U.S. 
Office of Education. It is further proposed 
that these books and equipment be allocated 
to the states on the basis of the ratio which 
the rural population of a state bears to the 
total rural population of the United States 
insofar as practicable. It is felt that this 
basis of allocation represents approximate 
needs. It is further proposed that any al- 
located surplus books or library equipment 
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not desired by a state be reallocated to other 
states, again on the basis of rural population. 


Other Surplus Properties Appropriate 
for Libraries 


I OTHER SURPLUS PROPERTIES such as 
those indicated in Categories B and C, 
which libraries may wish to purchase, lease, 
or have donated to them, it is recommended 
that the same organization and procedures be 
followed as may be put into effect for other 
educational institutions (in which are in- 
cluded school, college, and university li- 
braries), eligible to receive'special concessions 
under the provisions of Section 13 of Public 


Law 457. On any over-all state educational. 


agency which may be set up within the states, 
it is recommended that at least one librarian 
be included. The assembling of information 
from libraries for use by the over-all agency 
should normally be done by the official state 
library agency. An officer of this agency 
might well be chosen to serve on the over- 
all state educational agency to represent li- 
brary interests. g 
Price Policy for Disposal of Surplus 
Property to Libraries 


N GENERAL, the price policy for the dis- 
] posal of surplus property to libraries (as 
tax-supported or tax-free educational insti- 
tutions) should follow those set up by the 
Surplus Property Board for other educational 
institutions eligible under the provisions of 
Section 13 of Public Law 457. The terms 
for the disposal should be such as to enable 
libraries to fulfil in the public interest their 
legitimate needs as educational institutions. 


* 
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It is suggested that the regulations should 
establish the following price policy: 


(x) If the surplus property is found to be of 
no commercial value or if the cost of its care, 
handling and disposition would exceed any 
estimated proceeds, such material should be 
donated to libraries eligible under Section 13 
(b). This policy might well apply to the Army 
camp library books and equipment in Cate- 
gory A. i 

(2) In all other cases, the price to libraries 
as educational institutions might be equal to the 
fair value of the surplus property, minus the 
benefits which have accrued or may accrue to 
the United States. In order to secure maximum 
benefits, this price should be a nominal price 
and should represent the necessary cost of pack- 
ing and the cost of handling, excluding the cost 
of transportation, of the property from reason- 
ably accessible points of disposal. 

(3) Provisions for leasing should be made 
on the same basis as that allowed to other edu- 
cational institutions under Section 13 of Public 
Law 457. 





The following representatives of the 
American Library Association participated 
in the preparation of the preceding recom- 
mendations on public libraries: 


Paul Howard, chairman, A.L.A. Federal Re- 
lations Committee, Public Library, Gary, Ind. 

Andrew B. Lemke, chairman, A.L.A. Trus- 
tees Division, Princeton, Ill. 

Raymond C. Lindquist, librarian, New Jersey 
Public Library Commission, Trenton. 

John Russell Mason, librarian, George Wash- 
ington University, Washington, D.C. 

Carl H. Milam, Executive Secretary, Ameri- 
can Library Association, Chicago. 

Joseph C. Shipman, member, A.L.A. Federal 
Relations Committee and assistant librarian, 
Enoch Pratt Free Library, Baltimore. 


* 


CanRIE WALLACE, librarian of the Independence, Mo., Public Library, has sent us the 
following comments on President Truman’s use of the public library: 


When I took charge of the public library, as I had expected, I found young Truman just the 


kind of student who makes library work a real pleasure. 
He knew just what he wanted, how to find it, and then how to make the 


omnivorous reader. 
best use of it. 


As has been said of him, he was an 


As proof that President Truman still has a warm spot in his heart for the library of his school 
days, there is on display in the Independence Public Library a beautiful set of The Writings of 
George Washington, Bicentennial Edition, with other autographed volumes which were sent to it by y 
President Truman during his brief term as Vice President. 


Incidentally, Miss Wallace's mother was President and M rs. Truman’s schoolteacher when 


M 


they were in the sixth grade. 


PICKUPS 


By the Editor 





W HEN high school students handled the 
affairs of New York City in early 
April, these youthful “councilmen” recom- 
mended that twenty bills be adopted by the 
city. Librarians will be interested in the 
fact that these boys who will be to- 
morrow's citizens listed as two of their 
recommendations that the Brooklyn public 
libraries be open on Saturday afternoons and 
that public libraries be established according 
to population, with one library for every 
25,000 persons. 


HE State Library of Foreign Lan- 

T guages in Moscow has several thousand 
regular readers organized in forty-three 
circles for the study of the history and 
culture of Allied countries. Academician 
Struve has lectured on English art in the 
epoch of the Saxon-Norman wars; the 
well-known Soviet architect Mordvinov 
has spoken on the development of English 
architecture; Ivan Drozdov, a foreman in 
the Stalin Auto Works and a well-known 
amateur actor, has addressed his group on 
the work of J. B. Priestley; and Dr. Zoya 
Mitriyeva has lectured on the development 
of American bacteriology. 
. À FTER CONSIDERING various worthwhile 
A projects, a Minneapolis newspaper de- 
cided to campaign for a new public library 
building. The paper has sponsored a let- 
ter contest and printed editorials and 
. feature and news stories about Minneapo- 
lis’ need for a bigger and more efficient li- 
brary building. 


EVERAL TEACHERS oz a Chicago sub- 
S urban train were overheard discussing 
their plans for the day. Most of the 
teachers were very unhappy because they 


had been asked to gather together material 
on Mr. Roosevelt, Dumbarton Oaks, Bret- 
ton Woods, and Yalta for class discussion. 
However, one of them knew how to make 
the most of her opportunities, for she said, 
“It won't be any trouble at all for me. We 
have a swell librarian in our school. I'll 
ask her for the material the first thing 


this morning and by noon she'll have all 
I'll need on my desk.” ; 


N 1944 the Pittsburgh section of the 

American Chemical Society established 
a Technology Library Fund to be used for 
the purchase of technical books and peri- 
odicals for the Technology Department of 
the Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh. After 
the chemical society had allotted two thou- 
sand dollars from its own treasury toward 
the fund, individuals and industrial cor- 
porations of the area were invited to con- 
tribute. At the end of the campaign the 


‘fund had reached $66,195! 


HILE and Argentina have completed 

an agreement by the terms of which 
each is to set aside a room in its national 
library to be devoted to books of the other. 
Also each is to present to the other, two 
thousand volumes not included in 
existing collections. 


their 


CCORDING to Fred Shaw, acting associate 
A editor of the New Mexico Extension 
Service, certain generalizations can be made 
about librarians: the noisiest people in li- 
braries are librarians; the bigger the library, 
the more the restrictions and the snootier 


_ the librarian; and there are only two classes 


of books that librarians like, books that cir- 
culate and books that are rare enough to 
boast about. 
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.HE C.E.D. News, the publication of 

the Committee for Economic Develop- 
ment, devotes one page of each issue to li- 
brary service. It is distributed to 65,000 
businessmen throughout the country. 


ut Is the Branch by Charles Edward 
Butler introduces a young librarian- 
poet to the American public. This thin vol- 
ume, the latest in the Yale Series of Younger 
Poets, is the first publication in book form 
of Mr. Butler’s poems, although some of 
them have appeared in anthologies and in 
the New Yorker, Harper's, Poetry, and the 
British edition of Yank. 

Mr. Butler, who is now a staff sergeant 
in the U.S. Army Air Forces in England, 
was at one time the assistant to the A.L.A. 
Executive Secretary and later librarian of 


| . Pittsburgh on 


T A MEETING of the Pittsburgh Library 

Club on April 27 to discuss the post- 

war program of the A.L.A., the following 

recommendations were presented to those in 
attendance: 


1. That,the American Library Association 
adopt, as a major policy, the encouragement 
~ and development of state and local library 
associations. Studies should be made to de- 
termine the feasibility of a vertical type of 
organization, with one payment of dues for 
membership in national, state, and local bodies. 
With or without such changes in organization, 
the A.L.A. should make itself more definitely a 
part of the local scene. Passed unanimously. 

2. That regional and national meetings be 
held in alternate years. Passed unanimously. 

3. That the scope of the 4.L.4. Bulletin be 


' 
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the Kanawha County Public Library, 
Charleston, W. Va. 


NOTHER librarian-poet, whose first col- 
lected volume of verse has been pub- 
lished, is Richard Hart, head of the 
Literature and Language Department of the 
Enoch Pratt Free Library in Baltimore. A 
Winter’s Journey, containing poems gath- 
ered from various magazines and antholo- 
gies, is volume two of a series planned by 
the editor of Contemporary Poetry. The 
first volume was Perennial by Oliver St. 
John Gogarty. In addition to this volume, 
Mr. Hart has published biography, literary 
criticism, a volume of Poe letters (with Ar- 
thur Hobson Quinn), and an article on 
libraries in the Encyclopaedia of the Social 
Sciences. 


the A. L. A. 


widened to permit the inclusion of more popu- 
lar articles, especially those which concern 
small public libraries. Defeated. In the dis- 
cussion, the following points were made: (a) 
A.L.A. needs an official mouthpiece to report 
policies and actions; (b) members should 
widen their professional interests and grow up 
to the Bulletin, if it is now above them; (c) 
the Library Journal and Wilson Library Bul- 
letin are filed with practical and popular 
knowledge. 

4. That the A.L.A. Placement Office be dis- 
continued. That A.L.A. appoint a board of 
placement standards of library schools, to en- 
courage the strengthening of placement stand- 
ards and activities by the schools. That 
A.L.A. maintain only a referral agency. Not 
voted upon, in view of the Levin survey which 
will bring out the facts. 


ALA. NEWS 





The Fifty Outstanding Books 


For SEVERAL YEARS librarians have not 
made any selection of outstanding books 
of the yéar through the A.L.A., but this year 
the A.L.A. Lending Section and the 
Booklist staff cooperated in preparing the 
original list of one hundred outstanding 
books and in tabulating the votes. The fifty 
books chosen by vote of the membership are 
listed on the inside front cover of this issue 
of the Bulletin and also appeared in the 
May 15 number of the Booklist. General 
publicity is also being given to the list outside 
the library profession. 

According to Magnus K. Kristoffersen, 
chairman of the Lending Section, who 
tabulated the final results: 


Many of the messages received were on a 
Jeparate, typed sheet with the comment: “As 
"2 don't want to clip my Bulletin, I send this 
typed list of my selection." One librarian said, 
“This has too many outstanding books. How 
can I choose 25! I find my choice tending 
strongly towards social and political problems 
_. + but so does the list.” 

There were eighty-eight suggested titles 
which were not on the list, but some of these 
were disqualified, since they were published 
in 1942 or 1943 or 1945! Some books like those 
by Graham, Jackson, Maugham, and Wecter 
received several votes and might as well have 
been on the first list, except that the line had 
to-be drawn somewhere. 

The committee has been aware all along 
that it would be impossible to please every- 
body's taste even with a list of one hundred 
titles of which twenty-five were to be selected. 
Some members would desire a more popular 
selection, others a more scholarly one. So far 
only one voice of disapproval was raised; all 
others have been bighly pleased. Now that 
everybody has been given a chance to vote we 
trust that the library profession may acquiesce 
in the final outcome, even though reading inter- 
ests are bound to differ. 


The American Library Service 


IN RECENT MONTHS the American Li- 
brary Service, 117 W. 48th St., New York 
City, has solicited money to provide libraries 
for Liberty or Victory ships. Because the 
A.L.A. has been asked about this and be- . 
cause some prospective donors have confused 
the American Library Service with A.L.A., 
some clarification seems necessary. 

The American Library Service is a com- 
pany engaged in general bookselling and not 
a philanthropic or professional organization. | 


The President's War Relief Control Board, 


, in 1944, informed the National Better Busi- 


ness Bureau that the American Merchant . 
Marine Library Association, 45 Broadway, 
New York City, a long-standing charitable 
agency devoted to providing books to the 
merchant marine, receives a two-thousand- 
dollar-a-month subsidy from the War Ship- 
ping Administration which that association’ 
is to use to furnish libraries to all vessels 
under the control of the administration. 

The statement of the President’s War 
Relief Control Board continues: 

In addition to the association, which appears 
to have agents in many ports, there are nu- 
merous other Seamen’s Friends groups, usu- 
ally local welfare organizations, that provide 
literature. 

Thus it appears that definite provision is 
made by both the government and by a well- 
organized charitable agency to provide initial 
and continung library service to our merchant 
marine., Any such solicitation as is made by 
American Library Service is for a duplicate 
service and, according to the information avail- 
able; has no standing as a charitable welfare 
organization but only that of a business op- 
erated for profit of the promoters. Any im- 
plication in the promotional literature that the 


,merchant seamen on United States ships are 


without reasonably adequate library service 
must be considered as unwarranted. 
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Children’s Books about 
Other Countries 


THE NEED for a re-evaluation of our 
children’s books about other countries, both 
. fiction and nonfiction, has long been felt 
and expressed by children’s and school li- 
brarians. In order to have as broad a basis 
for an analysis as possible, it seems desirable 
to,call on the experience and opinion of all 
children’s and school librarians for specific 
information about books to which they have 
objected. 

Suggestions and criticisms from librari- 
ans are solicited. Please, in each case, state 
the author, title, incident or attitude which 
is inadequate or unfortunate, and reason 
for criticism. Some books about other 
countries have been kept on our lists over- 
long. Which ones should be omitted? 
‘What new books are problems? 

Names of those making suggestions will 
not be made public, but the objections 
mentioned will form the basis for further 
discussion. Please write Siri M. Andrews, 
School of Librarianship,: University of 
Washington, Seattle 5. i 


Conference on Çooperation 

The Development of Library Resources 
and Graduate Work in the Cooperative 
University Centers of the South edited by 
Philip G. Davidson and A. F. Kuhlman was 
issued by the Joint University Libraries, 
Nashville, Tenn., in late 1944. It is the 
proceedings of the conference of graduate 
deans and librarians held at the Joint Uni- 
versity Libraries last July. William Stanley 
Hoole, director of libraries at the University 
of Alabama, reviews it in the June issue of 
College and Research Libraries. 





Brief News of 


General Interest 


Newbery-Caldecott Awards 


THE WINNERS of the annual Newbery- 
Caldecott awards will be announted at a 
luncheon in the Waldorf-Astoria Hotel in 
New York City, June 9. N.B.C. will 
broadcast interviews with the winners at 
2:15 E.W.T. If local stations do not have 
the program scheduled, librarians should see 
if they can arrange to listen in at the station. 


Teen-A ge Book Show 


` IN ORDER to encourage young people to do 
more “unrequired” reading, a teen-age book 
show has been arranged by Pocket BOOKS, 
Inc., in cooperation with several other agen- 
cies. A twelve-minute movie dramatizing 
the pleasures of reading, an exhibit with 
colorful panels, a bibliography, and a book- 
let, Read Today: Win Tomorrow edited 
by Mary Gould Davis, have been prepared. 

The material is offered without charge 
and is in no way connected with the pro- 
motion of Pocket BOOKS. Schools and 
libraries interested in the project should 
write to Pocket BOOKS, Inc., 1230 Sixth 
Ave., Rockefeller Center, New York City. 


Library Extension Notes 


THE DRAFT of Georgia’s new constitu- 
tion, as adopted by the legislature, includes 
authority for counties to tax themselves for 
library purposes—a point that has been 
questioned a number of times in recent 
years. The new constitution must, how- 
ever, be ratified by popular vote in August. 

Following the Maryland survey, the pub- 
lic library chapter of the statutes was 
greatly revised and adopted by the legis- 


. lature. A division of library extension was 


created in the state department of educa- 
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tion (replacing the public library advisory 
commission which had been attached to the 
department) and its functions défined. 
State aid for county libraries was author- 
ized. Federal aid may be accepted. Coun- 
ty library boards may enter into contracts. 
Only $20,000 was appropriated for state 
aid for the first year, 1946-47, however. 
West Virginia's public library law was 
considerably revised to permit establish- 
ment.and maintenance of public libraries 
by municipalities, counties, and regions of 


two or more counties, with very broad. 


powers of contract. 

Nevada amended its county library law 
to permit contracts between counties, `or 
with cities, towns, and school districts. 

State agency appropriations are generally 
increased. Some of the larger increases for 
the next biennium are: West Virginia, 
$32,700 from $20,000 (but a state fund 
for demonstrations not appropriated) ; 
South Dakota; $42,880 from $32,900; 
Washington, $88,288 from $64,990; Ore- 
gon, $180,140 (including a new item for 
archives) from $132,245; New Mexico, 
$39,400 from $23,200. 

Some bad news must be reported. Ari- 
zona failed to enlarge the scope of the 
department of library and archives to in- 
clude library extension functions and failed 


to appropriate state aid for public library - 


development. 


Army Librarians Needed 


‘Tue Army library program is in need of 
librarians to fill vacancies in posts, camps, 
and stations in the continental United States. 
Participation in this program affords present 


and future librarians an opportunity to do 


their part in a professional way to assist 
in the war effort. 

A recent interpretation of the regulation 
governing the employment of Army librar- 
ians authorizes the appointment of graduates 
of library schools, whether Type I, II, or 
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III as accredited by the American Library 
Association, without the additional require- 
ment of one year’s experience other than 
clerical in library work. 

The base salary for these positions is 
$2000 per annum plus overtime pay at the 
rate of 21.6 per cent for eight hours of 
work per week over the regular forty hours 
of work. The normal work week is forty- 
eight hours, at eight hours of work per day, 
six days per week. _ Regular days off are . 
established and maintained as nearly as Lf 
sible. 

Applications should be addressed to the . 
service ‘command librarian of the service 
command in which the applicants wish to 
work. 


Service Command Librarians 


Jed H. Taylor, Librarian 
First Service Command, ASF 
Boston 15 


William Chait, Librarian 
Second Service Command, ASF 
52 Broadway 

New York City 


Lora Manning, Librarian 
'Third Service Command, ASF 
Baltimore 


Mary Frances Slinger, Librarian 
Fourth Service Command, “ASF 
Atlanta 3 


Agnes Delmore Crawford, Librarian 
Fifth Service Command, ASF 

Fort Hayes 

Columbus 


Mrs. Elizabeth H. MacCloskey, Librarian 
Sixth Service Command, ASF 

20 N. Wacker Dr. 

Chicago 6 


Sybil O. Tubbs, Librarian 
Seventh Service Command, ASF 
Omaha 


Ferdinand Henke, Librariań 
Eighth Service Command, ASF 
Fort Sam Houston, Texas 


Xenophon P. Smith, Librarian 

Ninth Service Command Library Depot 
Building 640 

Presidio of San Francisco 


Maj. John H. Simpson, Specia] Services Officer 
Military District of Washington 

Room 50531, The Pentagon 

Washington 25, D.C. 
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Living Memorials 
IF LIBRARIANS ARE THINKING of a 
direct-mail campaign designed to interest 
individuals in their community in a new 
public library building as a war memorial, 
they may be interested in writing for a copy 
of the little leaflet “Living Memorials,” 
published by the National Recreation Asso- 
ciation, 315 Fourth Ave, New York City 
: IO. It contains a very effective letter from 
a GI overseas, which is one of the best 
appeals that could be used and which could 
probably be reprinted for a library's use. 


Fellowships at University of Chicago 

'THREE FELLOWSHIPS ranging upward 
from one thousand dollars for graduate 
study at the University of Chicago have 
been established by Britannica Jr.: 4n En- 
cyclopedia for Boys and Girls. Persons 
interested in the general field of children's 
literature and who are able to conduct 
research investigation leading to the im- 
- provement of children’s encyclopedias 
should write to Stephen M. Corey, Grad- 
uate Education Building, University of 
Chicago, Chicago 37. 


Planning a Library Week? 


A PACKET of clippings, throwaways, and 
discussion of methods can be provided for 
anyone who wants to profit by the ex- 
perience of the Honolulu Public Library 
in planning a library week. Write to the 
A.L.A. Public Relations Office, 520 N. 
Michigan Ave., Chicago 11. 


Book Memorials 


Book MEMORIALS in libraries for service 
men and women are becoming more wide- 
spread. These memorial collections are be- 
ing selected to suit special interests of those 
for whom they are intended, such as books 
on aviation as a memorial to a young flyer; 
unusual books on hunting, fishing, and wild 
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life as a memorial to an outdoor enthusiast ; 
or books about peace and world rélations or 
about the country where a young soldier 
served, to help promote international under- 
standing and to prevent another war. ‘Thus 
books can become not only a memorial but 
also a contribution to living. 

If your library has a memorial collection 
or is establishing one, please send informa- 
tion about it to the A.L.A. Public Library 
Office, 520 N. Michigan Ave., Chicago 11. 


Postwar Readjustment Aid 


“Community Adult Counseling Cen- 
ters" is a reprint from Occupations for 
February 1945 and should be useful to li- 
brarians interested in’ aiding readjustment 
of veterans, displaced war workers, etc., es- 
pecially in small towns and rural areas. 
'The need for organized community adult 
counseling, descriptions of existing counsel- 
ing centers, a bibliography of publications 
useful in setting up such a service, and 
a suggested outline for training counselors 
are included. 

The reprint may be obtained for so 
from Occupations, 525 W. 120th St., New 
York City 27. 


Columbia Scholarships 


THE SCHOOL or LIBRARY SERVICE of 
Columbia University announces, for 1945- 
46, a program of scholarships and grants 
and a liberal number of part-time and full- 
time library positions available to matricu- ' 
lated students of the school. All these 
positions are in large libraries in the New 
York area. Four positions have been des- 
ignated by the cooperating libraries as ! 
library fellowships. 

'The scholarships and outright grants 
range in value from $275 to $400. Four 
scholarships are earmarked for master's 
students, but bachelor's candidates with ex- 
ceptional qualifications will be considered. 
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Two $400 grants are usually assigned to 
students in the B.S. program. 

The appointments have been developed 
in three groups. In general, quarter-time 
work schedules for students who wish to 
complete their residence within the aca- 
demic year will bring a return of about 
$250 for the eight-month period. Half- 


time schedules for students who will take 


a calendar year to complete the library 
school program carry an annual stipend 
of $500 to $870. Full-time positions for 
students who wish to extend their residence 
over a period of three academic years are 
available at $1400 to $1620. 

‘A number of the positions, both in uni- 
versity and public library service, will be 
available without prior interview in New 
York City. Inquiries should be addressed 
to Carl M. White, dean, School of Library 
Service, Columbia University, New York 
City 27. 


Rural Library Institute 


Tue Rocky Mountain Rural Library 
Institute, jointly sponsored by Colorado A. 
& M. College and the School of Librarian- 
ship of the University of Denver, will be 
held July 23-August 10. In two sections, 
the first, meeting at Fort Collins July 23- 
27, will be devoted to questions of interest 
to rural education leaders, rural sociolo- 
gists, library trustees, and rural library 
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administrators. The second section, to be 
held in Denver July 30-August 10, will be 
centered on the problems of the professional 
librarian and rural library staffs, with some 
amplification of the problems considered 
at the first section. 

Registration may be for either section or 
both. Fees will be $10 for the Fort Collins 
section, $20 for the Denver section, or $24 
for both. Further information may be se- 
cured from James G. Hodgson, librarian, 
State College Library, Fort Collins, Colo., 
or Harriet E. Howe, director, School of 
Librarianship, University of Denver, 211 
15th St., Denver 2. 


Gilbert Oakley Ward Poems 


Tuirty copies of Gilbert Oakley 
Ward's Sunset Freight, a volume of col- 
lected poems, are available for sale by the 
Ward Memorial Committee of the Cleve- 
land Public Library. Mr. Ward was 
for many years the head of the division 
of science and technology and assistant to 
the librarian of the Cleveland Public Li- 
brary. It is planned to use any surplus 
from the sale of the books as a further 
memorial to Mr. Ward in the division of 
science and technology. 

Copies of the book may be purchased for 
$2 from Emelia E. Wefel, librarian of the 
Main Library, Cleveland. Public Library, 
Cleveland 14. 


1944 A. L.A. Handbook Wanted . 


THE DEMAND for the 1944 4.L.4. Handbook has exhausted the supply. 


'The Member- 


ship Department will be glad to receive copies of this issue as contributions from any mem- , 


bers who are willing to return them. 
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Communications to or 


from A.L.A. Members 





Learning to Meet the Public 
TO THE EDITOR: 


The College of St. Catherine Library 
School is preparing its students to meet the 
new and increasing challenges in the library 
field. 'The aims of a new course in library 
public relations at the college are: (1) to 
demonstrate techniques of dealing with the 
public, (2) to acquaint prospective librarians 
with publicity mediums available to librarians, 
and (3) to afford practice in using those me- 
diums. 

'The objectives go along well with the 
practical observations that service willingly 
and pleasingly given and an excellent book 
collection make the library. The staff that 
gives "service with a smile," to use an over- 
worked but apt expression, does much toward 
making the library a friendly place. As a 
middleman, the personality, appearance, in- 
genuity, and activation of the librarian is im- 
- portant. It is he or she who brings the book 
collection, and the public together; hence, the 
methods involved in this very interesting 
task are included in the library science cur- 
riculum on the campus of the College of St. 
Catherine. E 

Sarah L. Wallace, publicity assistant at the 
Minneapolis Public Library and a member of 
the A.L.A. Public Relations Committee, is 
the instructor. 

Relations with the public within the library, 
methods of working with groups, the ins-and- 
outs of press releases and publicity photo- 
graphs, as well as radio writing and speaking, 
were combined this year in a course which 
was held once a week for two hours. The 
usual medium of exhibits was studied, and as 
part of, this section of the course the class was 
divided into groups and an opportunity for 
displaying the techniques learned in setting 
up exhibits of their own choosing was pro- 
vided. Much imagination and clever use of 
materials at hand were shown in these dis- 
plays. Using actual library situations, im- 
promptu talks, spot announcement writing, 
news and feature stories were practiced. 

Activity on the part of all library schools 


and ‘short in-service courses in libraries (es- 
pecially public libraries) would aid consid- 
erably the growing ideas that the library is a 
functional and active part of the community 
and that the staff is not made up of people 
who have become inhibited by their own 
signs, "Silence, Please." 

BERNADETTE B. Horejs 

Student, Library School 

College of St. Catherine 
St. Paul 


Book Review Scripts 


TO THE PUBLIC RELATIONS CHIEF: 


I have just finished reading the 4.L.4. 
Bulletin for April and enjoyed it very much. 
Your own article on “Everyman and the Next 
Peace" offers some useful information on 
sources to which to turn for material on an 
enduring peace. 

In the Hamill article, reference is made to 
the use of library radio programs, and it 
occurred to me that it might be helpful to 
remind you of the radio book review scripts 
prepared by our organization for weekly re- 
lease. These are complete, professionally 
written fifteen-minute programs, reviewing 
the latest books, and may be presented over 
the air under the auspices of any library, 
without credit to the council While -we 
formerly offered the scripts without any 
strings, we are now forced to restrict circula- 
tion to groups which actually will broadcast 
our material over the air, as our budget for 
the project will not permit unlimited distribu- 
tion. 


(Mns.) LuzrtLA S. Laupin 
National Council of Women 
of the United States 

New York City 


Defending the Younger Members 


TO THE EDITOR: i 

I greatly regret that the identity of the 
Illinois librarian and the full text of his 
letter from which you quoted were omitted 
from your April Pickups. His implications 


220 : : 





THE POST 


as I see them are indeed "of interest to a 
great many A.L.A. members." 

Some thirteen years ago the A.L.A. Ex- 
ecutive Board saw fit to initiate organization 
of the Junior Members Round Table, partly 
because of a recognition of the common bond 
of youth but principally from a long-time 
observation that the younger members were 
reluctant, to join an Association in which 
grey hairs were prerequisite to active partici- 


pation. Since that time young librarians have | 


joined the Association in increasing numbers, 
frequently while still in library school, so 
that not only has A.L.A. membership in- 
creased by several thousand but an estimated 
one-third of that membership is under the 
age of ,thirty-five. This same proportion is 
reflected in the pages of Whos W ho in Li- 
brary Service. These younger members have 
been prominent in Association activities and 
have contributed professionally at local, state, 
and national levels. Ralph A. Ulveling, new 
A.L.A. President, was actively connected with 
junior groups, as were Paul Howard; Louis 
M. Nourse, Foster E. Mohrhardt, and many 
others. 

"There may or may not be value in the idea 
that the A.L.A. should be a "combination 
trade union... and a public relations office,” 
depending primarily on whether or not it 
would keep all librarians (of whatever age) 
"happy." Certainly all members, junior and 
senior alike, "get their money's worth" if 
they have equal representation and oppor- 
tunity for participation, whatever the A.L.A. 
program may be. It would seem that the 
Illinois librarian is presumptuous in weeding 
out the youngest one-third of the A.L.A. 
membership for incorporation in a “library 
assistants’ association.” ‘This is a time when 
we are stressing the unity and democracy of 
A.L.A., when Carl Milam is assuring us that 
a small clique is not “running the show,” and 
when we are all recruiting for librarianship. 
It would be equally impertinent of me to 
suggest that the oldest one-third of the 
A.L.A. should separate to form a senile li- 
brarians’ association. 

But let us not divide the Association. There 
is room in it for -all of us to grow. 


Jouw R. BANISTER 
Public Library 


Lansing 15, Mich. 
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Spot Announcements in Alaska 


TO THE A.L.A.: 


You may class this as fan mail, in grateful 
appreciation of your radio spot announce- 
ments. ‘The radio station here had been 
unenthusiastic about library publicity until I 
took them a sample which you had sent, and 
they agreed to try a few. Listeners imme- 
diately began phoning in approval and so the 
radio manager agreed to-give us several spots 
a day. Now they are as enthusiastic as I am, 
and have given us fifteen minutes weekly for 
a "Bookshelf" with Mr. Bookman reading 
reviews of our latest books. This has in- 
fluenced the local newspaper to give us more 
space for publicity. 'The library here-is com- 
paratively new and townspeople have been 
against it in many ways; but I do believe 
they are beginning to see the light at last. 

Again, many thanks, for the wedge. 

Mrs. CanoLiNE WILLIS WEILER, Librarian 

George C. Thomas Memorial Library 
Fairbanks, Alaska 


, 


Correction 
TO THE EDITOR: 


One of the "Pickups" on page 153 of the 
April Bulletin appears, I regret to say, to 
embody two misunderstandings: I haye not 
made any statement regarding the rank of 
the Army War College Library and have not 
been connected with any survey of that insti- 
tution. 

Keyes D. Mzrcarvr, Librarian 
Harvard College Library 
Cambridge 38, Mass. 


Library Revenues 


TO A.L.A. MEMBERS: 

Are you getting your appropriation? 

In the interest of public libraries through- 
out the country, the A.L.A. Committee on 
Library Revenues would appreciate hearing 
directly from any public library which for any 
reason does not receive 100 per cent of its 
appropriation during a given fiscal year. 

An article in Illinois Libraries for Feb- 
ruary stated “Some libraries report receipts 
which are as much as 25 per cent below the 
amount specified in the appropriation ordi- 
nance.” The question is, Is this the usual or 
an unusual situation? How is it explained 
or how justified? 
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It is true that in certain jurisdictions li- 
brary appropriations fall short of 100 per cent 
of the amount appropriated by whatever per- 
centage taxes are delinquent, On the other 
hand, in many jurisdictions library appropria- 
tions are a lump sum and payable at 100 per 
cent irrespective of tax collections. 
Information from local librarians or state 
library commission authorities will be appre- 
ciated, together with explanations and sug- 
gested remedies. 
Joun Boynton Kaiser, Chairman 
Committee on Library Revenues 
Public Library 

Newark 2 


College Libraries vs. Public 
: Libraries ' 
TO AN A.L.A. MEMBER: 


The greatest and most insistent challenge 
in America today is (1) the elimination of 
illiteracy and (2) the education of the Ameri- 
can people. Education, as you will admit, 
ends neither at the fourth, eighth, or tenth 
grades, nor at the college level. As Mortimer 
Adler succinctly puts it: “A college degree 
does not signify an educated man. The A.B. 
degree is an initiation, not a termination. 
It does not represent a learned man or 
womah. The graduate has only begun his 
education, he possesses only the tools of 
learning." 

If we accept this statement as a reasonably 
valid view of the case, it follows that educa- 
tion is self-continuing through life and that 
all of us, in order to continue growth and 
understanding of our, complex civilization, 
must do so through the voluntary process of 
reading. For the overwhelming number of 
people this means the public library. As the 
university of all people—from the preschool 
age child to the college graduate—the public 
library becomes a social imperative in the 
American community. Its range and influ- 
ence transcend the limitations of the class- 
room. School and college libraries exist to 
support the educative process. They are es- 


1 This letter was written in reply to a college li- 
brarian in Minnesota who asked Mr. Zimmerman for 


-his opinion on the emphasis placed on the public l- 


brary by the A.L.A. The college librarian was 
specifically interested in the fact that the Library 
Development Fund might result in greater benefit to 
public libraries than to college and university li- 
braries-Eprtor. 


sentially classroom adjuncts through which 
formal course work may take on fuller mean- 
ing. ; NE 
Obviously, because of its social importance 
as an institution for the enlightenment of 
all the people, the public library should be 
supported, strengthened, and provided with 
the means to do its work efficiently and well. 
Today that is not the case generally. Too 
many libraries unfortunately are poor, miser- 
able, and ineffective and do not measure up to 
their educational opportunity. They give the 
people little or nothing because their re- 
sources are so limited. : 

Moreover, as you know, about thirty-five 
million people in this country have no free 
access to reading material and books. ‘This 
in the face of a nation of great wealth which 
uses its resources lavishly to provide for 
colleges, universities, hospitals, and other 
socially desirable institutions. 

For these reasons then, as many of us see 
it, there is every compulsion for the A.L.A.'s 
emphasis upon public libraries. It is striving 
only to place first things first, to eradicate 
bookless areas throughout America, and to 
improve existing public libraries in order 
that they may, like the school, become an 
educational force in the lives of all the 
people, adults as well as youth, living in 
all the communities of America. It is perhaps 
for these reasons that the Library Service 
Division of the Office of Education has ap- 
parently also emphasized the public library 
angle. For it too has a public library spe- 
cialist but none at present for the colleges 
and universities. 

Examining the school, college, and uni- 
versity side of the picture, the need for sup- 
port, development, and expansion is relatively 
not nearly so insistent. For years educational 
institutions have been looking to their own 
libraries. The Carnegie grants, North Central 
high school and college standards have been 
powerful forces in calling the attention of 
educators to the importance of the library in 
the educational program. ‘This recognition 
has brought about great improvement in col- 
lege libraries—larger staffs; more highly 
trained, competent personnel; bigger slices 
from the general college budget. : 

I sincerely believe that every librarian,- 
irrespective of the type of library he serves, ' 
should take the larger view of library serv- 
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ice in the interests of all the people as the 
foremost and most pressing concern today of 
the library profession. No college librarian 
should take the position that the building up 
of the Library Development Fund will be 
more beneficial to public than to college li- 
braries. On the surface it may appear so and 
perhaps in the long run the benefits accruing 
to public libraries may be greater. 

But the college and university, too, stand 
to benefit greatly. One definite by-product 


„of this fund may, through the employment of 


an individual in Washington, result in an 
increase in the staff of the Library Service 
Division of the Office of Education. When 
increased appropriations are made possible it 
is the plan of the Office of Education to em- 
ploy a college and university specialist. 

In closing, therefore, the facts in the case 
would seem to indicate that if the library 
situation in America is to improve, we li- 
brarians must do the job. We have got to 
look at our problems in perspective and ap- 
praise them in terms of social imperatives. 
We should strive to see the forest despite the 
trees and not judge the Library Development 
Fund campaign in terms of which type of 
library will benefit most. Anything that 
benefits the public library will also advantage 
the college library. We should be librarians 


first and then college or public librarians as 
the.case may be. 

Lee F. ZIMMERMAN 

Director’ of Libraries 

State Department of Education 
St. Paul 


Can You Top This? 


TO THE PRESIDENT: 

This is to notify you that at a meeting of 
the Salt Lake County Library Board yesterday 
the members voted to contribute $600 toward 
the Library Development Fund after my pre- 
senting them with your recent correspondence. 

The monthly payroll of our library is ap- 
proximately $3000; hence, the $600 will repre- 
sent the 4 per cent contribution for all mem- 
bers for a period of five years, so additional 
contributions in the future will be unneces- 
sary. 

The check should reach you from the Salt 
Lake County Auditor’s office on approximately 
May 15, but we couldn’t wait until then to 
notify you of the good news and to be, we 
hope, one of the first staff groups to be repre- 
sented as 100 per cent, paid-in-advance mem- 
bers, to such a worthy endeavor. 

/ Mrs. RutH V. TYLER, Librarian 
Salt Lake County Free Public Library 
Midvale, Utah 


Posttions 


Wanted: Legislative reference librarian and 
bookmobile librarian. Accredited library train- 
ing necessary for both positions. Experience 
necessary for legislative reference librarian. 
Applications should give qualifications in detail. 
Salary will be arranged. Apply State Library, 
Concord, N.H. 


Wanted: Branch librarian of small branch, 
branch assistant in adult work, children's li- 
brarian. Graduates of accredited library 
schools. Salaries, $1680-$2000, depending upon 
experience. Apply giving detailed qualifications 
and references. Enclose picture. Public Li- 
brary, Schenectady 5, N.Y. 


Wanted: Assistant for the Akron Public Li- 
brary’s new Business and Labor Service. 


Knowledge of or interest in reference work, 
government publications, and indexing essen- 
tial; rapidly growing clientele of business and 
research people; opportunity for experience and 
advancement. 


Wanted: Library and teaching position in 
small college or boys’ school, California pre- 
ferred. Arg 


Wanted: Cataloger. State qualifications in- 
cluding age, education, experience, references. 
Salary $17c0-$2000, Position now open. Apply’ 
Knox College Library, Galesburg, Ill. ' 


Wanted: Children’s librarian; also librarian 
for junior high school. Southern California 
city. State training and experience. Azo 
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CCORDING to the note at the foot of the inside cover of the 4.L.4. Bulletin, “As 
LX the official organ of the American Library Association, the 4.L.4. Bulletin, sent 
to members, carries news of the Association, its officers, boards, committees, divisions, 


sections, round tables, and staff; addresses of conference speakers; articles by official 
representatives of the Association; and brief professional communications to or from 
members. Its scope does not include articles on library matters unrelated to the Associa- 
tion.” Such a limitation in the scope of the 4.L.4. Bulletin naturally prevents inclusion 
of much material which would be of general interest to the membership. In addition to. 
this imitation set by the Executive Board on material to be included, budgetary limitations 
and government paper limitations which have been in effect since the beginning of the 
war have reduced the size of the issues, in most cases, about 50 per cent. 

It is the hope of the editor and the Membership Department that many of our readers, 
bearing the above limitations in mind, will offer us suggestions which they believe will 
make the -best possible use of the Bulletin’s pages. Any comments in addition to those 
asked for below will be appreciated. (See also page 214.) 


Please fill out, tear off, and return this blank to the Editor, 4.L.4. Bulletin, 520 N, Michigan Ave., Chicago 11 





r. List a few Bulletin articles of the last year or so which you liked particularly. ...............-. 


3. What part of the Bulletin (A:L.A. News, Clearing House, Post, Pickups, articles) is (a) most 


helpful or interesting to you and (b) least helpful or interesting. ........... 0. cece enne 
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In the People's Interest-Organized p 


C'ooperation, at All Levels 


~ 


RALPH A. ULVELING 


S THE SIXTIETH PERSON to assume the 
office of President of the American 

Library Association, I may assume, 
rightfully, that my distinguished predeces- 
sors have provided a sound, clear, and 
adequate philosophy of service for our guid- 
ance. New interpretation of these funda- 
mental principles in the light of changed 
conditions might properly be presented at 
this time were it not that other more im- 
mediate considerations invite attention. 
Social institutions the world over are grop- 
ing for new directions. Governments, 
business, education, even families and 
individuals, will experience enforced read- 
justments. An era was closed when the up- 
heaval of war began. As we move forward 
toward the commencement of a new cycle, 
we will be prudent if we realize that this 
is a time for vision, for courage, and for 
action; action that is based on recognition 








@ Mrz. Urvering has been librarian of the Detroit 
` Public Library since 1941 and from 1928 to 1941 was 
chief of the branch department and associate librarian 
in Detroit. Before going to Detroit he was reference 
assistant at the Newberry Library in Chicago and li- 
brarian at the Amarillo, Tex., Public Library. He has 
degrees from De Pau] University and Columbia Univer- 
sity School of Library Service. He has been active in 
both Michigan and A.L.A. activities, was president of 
the Michigan Library Association in 1937-38, and will 
serve as A.L.A. President, 1945-46. 
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of the fact that, though the social objectives 
of library service remain as fundamentally 
sound as always, the formulas for accom- 
plishment which may have become frozen in 
tradition must be replanned in the light of 
the forces taking shape about us. 

The problem I present is not simple, 
though. analysis of it may begin with the 
simple statement that the controlling objec- 
tive of the world's leadership today is to 
build a social prosperity despite a world- 
wide economic upheaval which in this coun- 
try and elsewhere will levy its toll for 
years, possibly for generations. "Though 
social values and economic values are dis- 
similar and often are directly antagonistic, 
in our democracy the two are closely related 
in that one has depended on the other for its 
growth. Within our own range of special 
concern, as we look back over the last half 
century, we see that libraries flourished in 
periods of prosperity and declined in times 
of business depression and panic. I am not 
qualified by training or experience to predict 
economic trends, but I believe that in the 
years ahead libraries will face very difficult 
problems because of the costly economic 
loss entailed in our present war. This fact 
must be faced realistically. — 

But even before war had added ifs burden 
of financial strain, other factors at work 
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were threatening the continued growth— 
even the continued maintenance—of existing 
levels of library service. Through the years 
libraries have been maintained largely by 
municipalities, by endowments given di- 
rectly to libraries or to larger institutions 
which encompassed libraries, and by state 
governments, which in many places as- 
sumed responsibility for large developments 
in higher education and more recently have 
shared the costs for primary and secondary 
education. Of these three types of support, 
the first two are being weakened rapidly. 


Trend Toward Smaller Returns 


LONG-CONTINUED TREND toward 
A smaller and smaller returns from in- 
vested capital has steadily reduced the 
operating funds of institutions drawing 
their support from endowments. Twenty 
or more years ago the then president of the 
wealthy University of Chicago declared 
publicly that the time would come when 
universities maintained by private funds 
could no longer compete with tax-supported 
state universities. It is true that a limited 
number of institutions have been able to 
defer retrenchments by increasing their in- 
vested capital through new gifts. Dozens 
of others have been less fortunate. When 
we consider the great number of libraries— 
many, very important libraries—maintained 
by invested capital, the problem becomes 
one meriting serious thought, not only by 


the institutions concerned, but by this As- 


sociation as well. 

A far greater number of libraries, how- 
ever, are threatened for other reasons. In 
the past fifteen years, perhaps longer, the 
wellsprings from which municipal govern- 
ments derived their funds have been drying. 
States have restricted their local subdivisions 
in both the kind and extent of taxes that 
may be levied. For libraries, as'for all 
similarly supported municipal services, this 
restriction is becoming serious. Simultane- 
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ously, a second undermining factor, one 
which is localized in the great metropolitan 
centers, is adding further uncertainty to the 
base of support on which our great public 
libraries have rested. With the develop- 
ment of better and quicker transportation, 
industry is relocating in satellite cities to 
escape the higher taxation of the parent 
community, and for other reasons, primarily 
better living conditions, a great migration 
of the substantial tax-paying residents is 
sweeping out to suburban areas. Thus, the 
core of the metropolitan community is de- 
caying, and its government, which is power- 
less to impose new types of taxes or to 
exceed state limitations on traditional types 
of taxation, is likewise estopped from 
spreading the cost of its great central facili- 
ties, such as reference libraries, over the 
industry and residents of the greater metro- 
politan district which is served by them. 
From various parts of the country come 
indications that the question of local reve- 
nues is a widespread problem. Within the 
past month the American Municipal As- 
sociation reported that in New York, Penn- 
sylvania, Michigan, and Florida reviews 
of the financial situation of local govern- 
ments either are being urged or have been 
recommended by planning bodies. The 
problem has such importance that a special 
session of the New York legislature is to 
take up the subject soon. In these four 
states alone the urban population as drawn 
from the latest federal census shows that 
more than twenty-two million people are 
directly affected. For tax-supported local ’ 
libraries, whether they be school libraries,. 
county libraries, or municipal public li- 
braries, the situation is fully as threatening 
as are the problems of depleted operating 
revenues now facing libraries dependent on 
endowments. 

These concerns for dwindling support 
must be considered in the light of curtailing 
institutional services which at their peaks 
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of development were admittedly inadequate. 
Even the so-called "superior libraries" had 
never attained full stature when measured 
against a composite pattern of rounded li- 
brary service. With this condition obtain- 
ing in selected areas, how much more serious 
is the prospect in areas which have never 
enjoyed more than a token service, areas 
which embrace nearly one-third of the na- 
tion's population. 

Against this background of problems and 
prospects, the chief element of which is an 
obligation to lift library service to higher 
planes of social usefulness in the face of 
declining financial support, let me now 
project a course of action for consideration 
by the divisions, the boards, the committees, 
and the round, tables of this Association. 
Obviously, the most fruitful area of ex- 
ploration open is a more productive organi- 


zation and use of available library facilities. 


In small ways this may be achieved through 
a variety of means—improved efficiency, etc. 
— but the greatest possibilities appear to lie 
in organized cooperation. 


All-Embracing Theme 


HE FULL IMPLICATIONS of this are so 
broad that a word of explanation will 
be in order. Fundamentally this theme for 
the year’s work is all-embracing. It may 
well take on specialized significance for 
every type of library—village, county, 
school, special, college, university, and pub- 
lic libraries of all sizes. For state libraries, 
the Library of Congress, and the American 
Library Association there are implications 
of organizing to be done. It likewise can 
be given amplification in special areas of 
librarianship—in book selection and buying, 
in cataloging, and in both general and spe- 
cialized public services; Though the theme 
is general it may, nevertheless, be given 
specific application under almost any set of 
circumstances, Briefly, I suggest a few: 
1. The friendly competition between the 
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great research libraries of the country to 
amass ever more extensive holdings in in- 
numerable subject fields involves unbeliev- 
able duplication in original investments, in 
processing, and in upkeep. "Through an 
organized plan of divided responsibility with 
full recognition of the continuing obliga- 
tions of each contracting party on such 
matters as acquisition of materials, bibli- 
ographical research, publication of bibliogra- 
phies, and freedom in borrowing either 
microfilm copies or the original as the case 
warrants—through such a plan, service to 
society conceivably would bé enhanced im- 
measurably. 

2. In no metropolitan area has a suitable 
pattern for development of an integrated 
service between suburban and city libraries 
been adequately worked out. Though po- 
litical amalgamations are unlikely, through 
cooperative arrangements provision might 
be made for joint maintenance of branches 
in border areas, centralized public relations 
work, unified educational programs, and 
shared responsibility for appraisal and proc- 
essing of new books, as well as for the 
maintenance of centralized book collections 
which are fundamental needs in the broad 
community but which require no duplica- 
tion. 

3. In less populous areas where small 
operating budgets limit the spread of serv- 
ices which may be provided, the potential- 
ities in cooperative programs have unusual 
significance. Through multiple contracts 
with other libraries for sharing costs and 
benefits, such special services as an educa- 
tional film library, a library of sound re- 
cordings, or a library of music can be made 
available even in the most remote regions. 
Under federal aegis the service pattern re- 
ferred to here has already been established 
through centralized collections for the 
blind. Taking a leaf from that successful 
experience, is there any reason why the 
libraries of five counties should not agree 
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to maintain an educational film collection 
on which all may draw? Other services 
might be added through agreements which, 
depending on factors of cost and use, may 
involve either larger or smaller groupings 
of libraries. In any case, it should be 
understood that the plan may render its 
fullest benefits only if the geographical area 
united in one program does not become a 
Chinese wall limiting other later agree- 
ments to the identical area. 

‘These few examples are presented, not in 
an attempt to define an entire program, but 
merely to suggest to all the range of pos- 
sibilitles for betterment of services which 
may be sought despite adverse conditions. 
Limited cooperation in library service is as 
old as this Association. Full cooperation 
has yet to arrive. In fact, as I review the 
broad. cycles of library history, thinking of 
1876-1900 as the period of establishment, 
1900-20 as the period of expansion, 1920- 
World War II as the period of experimen- 
tation with specialized services which as yet 
are spotted and localized, I see the years 
from World War II on as a period of co- 
operation which brings to all libraries and 


: users of these libraries equalized opportunity 


on an ever-expanding base of services. For 
what value it may have to those among 
us who have vision and an inventive turn 
of mind, I close this portion of my address 
with a quotation from Victor Hugo which 
was carrled in a book list issued by the 
San Francisco Public Library in connection 
with the United Nations Conference there: 
"Greater than armies is an idea whose time 
has come." 


To Strengthen Library Service 


HE PROGRAM just presented is designed 
to insure the strengthening of library 
service through a more effective utilization 
of the resources made available to libraries. 
That program should be supplemented by 
a second designed to investigate and insofar 


as possible to correct the weaknesses which 
are undermining the tax base from which 
libraries draw their support. 

A second plank in my proposed platform 
for Association work in the days ahead is, 
therefore, the creation of a government and - 
tax study committee composed of librarians, 
political economists, and students of taxa- 
tion to study the effect on libraries of pres- 
ent tax structures, to investigate trends in 
government, and to devise new legislative 
proposals which are sound in principle, 
adapted to current conditions, and cognizant 
of the importance of library service. Such 
studies once available would provide a 
sound foundation on which to build a pro- 
gram for federal aid in contrast to the 
empiric way in which state aid legislation 
came into being. It could guide local gov- 
ernments in charter revisions, state govern- 
ments in code revisions, and it might lead 
the way toward a solution of that most 
difficult problem, finding a suitable pattern 
for developments in metropolitan areas. 


Build on Present Developments 


OTH ELEMENTS of the program for 

Association action which I have just 
laid before you are pointed toward the 
preserving and the upbuilding of existing 
library developments, in contrast to the 
emphasis for many years past on the need 
for extension of library service into regions 
which have no libraries. It must be granted 
without equivocation that this Association 
can have a diversified program, but its major 
emphasis must point in one direction. It 
is this emphasis that I believe must now be 
changed. With an insufficiency of revenues 
confronting local governments, a competi- 
tion between activities for available funds 
will follow. Library service of questionable 
effectiveness which we have freely admitted 
prevails in one-third of the nation cannot 
survive under such conditions. Further- 
more, justice toward municipalities, large 


FITZ: PLEASURE AND REGRET 


and small, that have by self-imposed extra 
levies carried the beacon for informal edu- 
cation-through-libraries and have thereby 
given library service a recognized place in 
democratic society, compels this action. I 
would not wish any part of this plea ever to 
be interpreted as discouraging a resumption 
of extension efforts in more propitious times. 
A professional body such as ours has a 
responsibility to missionarize. But. even 
more fundamental is the duty, in years of 
stress, to aid those who support its efforts. 

In closing this presentation, may I note 
that its major emphasis has been drawn 
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from the spirit of the times. Nations have 
much'to gain by cooperation with each 
other, as do libraries. In international re- 
lations, however, a plan of cooperation 
which has selfish motives becomes a bloc 
and a menace to society. The same is true 
in our professional life. The welfare of 
our particular group can be enhanced only 
so long as it enhances the welfare of the 
nation as a whole. Therefore, to keynote 
the year’s work of the Association I offer 
this theme— 

In the People’s Interest —Organized Co- 
operation, at All Levels. 


Pleasure and Regret 


CARL Virzt 


EING PRESIDENT of the A.L.A. dur- 
B ing the past year may not have 
brought the festive social occasions, 
the friendly contacts, and the stimulating 
messages of an annual meeting as in former 
years, but it has brought satisfactions of an- 
other kind. We have seen demonstrated the 
importance of books as weapons of war and 
we realize that they are just as important 
and effective as instruments for building the 
peace and the social order to follow. 
Officials of the Army and the Navy have 
spared no efforts to put books into the hands 
of the fighting men. We civilians should 
be equally concerned to place books into the 
‘hands of all citizens. That we need well- 
trained, intelligent soldiers to win wars 
has become obvious. It should be just as 
obvious that we need intelligent and fully 
informed citizens to create and fulfil the 
peace. 


1 A note about Mr, Vitz appeared on page 13 of the 
January 4.L.4. Bulletin. 


The requirements of peace—which is 
another way of saying law and order, justice 
and humanity, rights and responsibilities— 
are in no way simple. The qualities of 
mind and character called for in the citizens 
of this complex, interdependent world in 
which we now live are greater even than 
those demanded to win the complex, total, 
global war of today. 

In Northrop Memorial Auditorium at 
the University: of Minnesota, I recently 
heard Lt. Commander Harold E. Stassen,. 
delegate to the San Francisco Conference, 
say: ; 

We need men—men to assault the pillboxes 
of lethargy, the emplacements of prejudice, the 
spitting guns of intolerance; men who are will- 
ing to fall in the assault so that others may 
carry the day. It will.take that to build the 
world. It will take that to raise the standards 
of mankind, to make freedom and liberty and 
peace living symbols to men and women and 


children and not mere words in speeches or in 
charters. 
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No greater task than aiding in such an 
assault lies ahead for those whose responsi- 
bility it is to influence the thinking of 
people through the printed word, whether 
.it be the press, the schools, or libraries. 
Books have been and are weaporis in this 
war. Just as truly must they be weapons in 
fighting the enemies of peace, of decency, 
of justice, and of comity between nations. 
Such enemies are not lined up in battle 
array or dressed in distinctive uniforms easy 
to recognize and identify. 
may be inconspicuous in our own neighbor- 
hoods, wearing the clothes of respectability 
and exercising every right of citizenship, 
yet enemies because of selfishness and nar- 
rowness and bigotry, or they may be found 
in our slums and isolated areas, dangerous 
because of ignorance and illiteracy and in- 
tolerance. : 


Open Minds Needed 


T IS HIGH TIME that we open our minds 
I and find constructive solutions for the 
problems of the East and the West, of the 
North and the South, of city and country, 
and of all races and faiths and nationalities. 
Of what use is it for our young men to 
lose their lives in settling the antagonisms 
of Europe and the conflicts of the Orient, 
if we at home continue our envies and 
hates? We must share our opportunities. 
We must feel responsible for meeting the 
needs of others. Lethargy, selfishness, 
prejudice, intolerance, are mental and emo- 
tional obstacles. They can be overcome 
only through better motivating ideas. Books 
and print convey such ideas and ideals. 
Our job as librarians is to get books as 
instruments for peace and enlightenment 


Instead, they | 
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to men everywhere, to all the people in 
plentiful supply no matter where they live. 
Such work in “raising the standards of 
mankind” may not be glamorous. No 
medals or citations will be awarded us. 
Recognition will be slight. It is a job, 
however, that is necessary and important, 
one that calls for imagination, understand- 
ing, perseverance, knowledge, enthusiasm, 
and fortitude to carry on when the going 
becomes tedious and discouraging. There 
are and always have been such jobs. Mil- 
lions of people perform them every day. 
There is no glamor about feeding, training, 
and educating a family. There is none in 
going to the fields and factories every day 
to produce the necessities of life. There is 
none in being a foot soldier or a merchant 
seaman. Yet without them wars could not 
be won, the work of the world would be 
demoralized, and no sound society could 
exist. f 


Presenting New President 
ABC Us who have had a share in the 


progress of the Association this past 
year have worked hard. Some things have 
been accomplished but much lies ahead. It 
is with both pleasure and regret that I now 
turn the presidential gavel over to Mr. 
Ulveling, pleasure that it goes into such 
competent and deserving hands and regret 
that time has been too short to accomplish 
more than a mere fraction of the things 
envisaged at the beginning of the year. The 
well wishes and support of this year's ad- 
ministration and of the entire Association, 
we are sure, are with full confidence 
handed on to you and to your administra- 
tion. 





V f 
Winners of the Two Citations for Trustees 
Are Mr. Harris and Mrs, Errett 


‘ 


M. M. Harris E 


Juria GROTHAUS , $ 


EWS OF INTEREST to library-minded 

people—and particularly those in 

San Antonio—has been announced. 
M. M. Harris, president of the San An- 
tonio Public Library Board of 'Trustees, 
has been cited by the American Library 
Association for outstanding trustee services 
rendered the library field. 

Though Thomas Carlyle died before Mr. 
Harris was born, anyone who knows Monte 
Harris would feel that the author had in 
mind such a person as San Antonio's re- 
cently cited trustee when he wrote: "Pro- 
duce! Produce! Were it but the pitifullest 
infinitesimal fraction of a product, produce 
it in God's name! "Tis the utmost thou 
hast in thee; out with it, then. Up, up!’ 
Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it 
with thy whole might. Work while it is- 
called today, for the night cometh wherein 
no man can work." “The honor accorded 
Mr. Harris was won by him, not by some 
sudden act or unusual gesture in behalf of 
libraries, but because, by constant, clear- 
sighted work and word, he genuinely con- 





Mr. Harris 


cerns himself with all that bespeaks 
improved library use and services, Unceas- 
_ingly he “produces,” and the “infinitesimal 
fractions” over a long period of years “pro- 
duced with all his might” in the interest of 


€LMiss Grothaus has been librarian of the San Antonio local, state, and national library develop- 


Public Library since 1933; all of her library experience, : E 

except for a brief period as assistant in the San Antonio ment, add up to the p rized citation. 
dispatch office of the A.L.A. war service, has been at Reared in a cultured Boston home, con- 
the San Antonio library. In 1925-26 she was secretary scious of the values of the better things of 
to the Texas Library Association and from 1940-41 its . j 
president. life, he naturally and readily formed the 


beneficial habit of using his public library. 
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This background developed and crystallized 
in him an urge to assist his fellow-man to 
better ways of living, and after graduation 
from Boston .University, we find young 
Harris in Texas, a strongly civic-minded 
citizen whose efforts were accomplishing 
such benefits as developing a reform school 
into a state juvenile training school and 
„kindred social betterments. 


Beginning of His Endeavors 


R. Harris became editor of the San 
Antonio Express and Evening News 
in 1918, and soon San Antonians were to 
recognize the fact that, since one of his 
great concerns in life was the public li- 
brary, the city's library system was fore- 
ordained to extensive development and 
expansión. Local library history records 
that for more than twenty-five years, and 
while Monte Harris was concerned and 
connected with the San Antonio Public Li- 
brary, the institution grew, in the first ten- 
year period, from a 56,000-volume library 
with a $19,000 budget to a library of 86,000 
volumes, supported by a budget of $98,000. 
During that time services were developed 
and a "lone library" found itself a "system 
with five branches and numerous stations.” 
To produce so much in comparatively so 
short a period of time could only be be- 
cause the leader, President of the Library 
Board Harris, worked "while it was day," 
not only as president of the board but as 
editor, by spreading information and clari- 
fying the need of our library and by en- 
couraging reflection and concern for library 
improvement by thoughtful citizens. 
The next decade and the years to date, 
still under his leadership, not only brought 
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the library through the strenuous times of 
the depression but revealed it as an insti- 
tution of deserving and recognized value in 
the community. 


San ÁAntonio's Library Now 


N THE DATE of Mr. Harris’ citation, 

local records reveal that San Antonio 
boasts of a system with eight branches and 
city-wide bookmobile extension sefvice—all 
supplemented by a city-sponsored county- 
wide bookmobile service since 1936—and 
with a registered readership of 54,417. 

Nor has Mr. Harris neglected to inform 
or to influence Texans for greater support 
for more and better libraries in his adopted 
state. His word, spoken or written, is 
everywhere in evidence. State publications, 
intended to carry the cause of library im- 
provement, have published his plea effec- 
tively; we find a people’s library movement 
supported by his word and pen; and we 
note library recognition aroused by ad- 
dresses untiringly delivered by Mr. Harris. 

It comes as no surprise when one picks 
up the San Antonio morning paper and finds 
Mr. Harris extoling the great benefit to 
mankind made by the donation of a gener- 
ous citizen to one of our nation's great 
universities, or an editorial in which Mr. 
Harris supports or stresses the message or 
plea of an earnest President of the Ameri- 
can Library Association. 

No, "the night will not come" before 
Mr. Harris—while he lives and breathes— 
will find time and energy to influence the 
cause of libraries in city, state, or nation; 
and national recognition of this sincere and 
fruitful devotion is highly cherished by his 
friends, librarians, and fellow-trustees. 


No August Bulletin 


No AuGUsT ISSUE of the 4.L.4. Bulletin is scheduled. The next news issue will be 


published in September. 





The Citations for Trustees Were Awarded on 


June 22 at a Meeting in Chicago 


Mrs. Albert W. Errett 


ELIZABETH CURRY 


N RECOGNITION of her years of faithful 
service to the Public Library, Ke- 
wanee, Ill., and of. her untiring leader- 

ship in promoting library development in 
the ‘state and nation, the citation of merit 
has been awarded to Lucy Wilson Errett. 

An Iowan by birth, Mrs.. Errett has 
lived the past thirty-five years in Kewanee, 
serving one year as librarian, twenty-eight 
years as a member of the board of directors, 
and the last fourteen years as president of 
the board. A graduate of the University 
of Illinois Library School, Mrs. Errett, 
through her professional library training 
and experience, has brought to library prob- 
lems—~local, state, and national—a rare 
combination of professional and lay under- 
standing. 

Her interest in library promotion has 
been sustained and foresighted. Having 
been a member of the Trustees Division of 
the American Library Association and hav- 
ing studied the developments of this or- 
ganization throughout the years, Mrs. 
Errett has ably brought the results of her 





@ Miss Curry attended Rockford College, Carthage 
Collegiate Institute, and the University of Illinois 
Library School. After several years’ experience as a 
secretary, she had positions in the Extension Division 
of the Illinois State Library and since. 1930 has 
been librarian of the Kewanee Public Library. From 
1932 to 1934 she served as secretary of the Illinois 
Library Association. 











Mrs. EnnETT 


contacts and investigations to her state as- 
sociation and local libraries. 

The records of the Illinois Library As- 
sociation show her active interest in the 
association over a period of years as a mem- 
ber of various committees, among them 
legislative and planning board. At present, 
Mrs. Errett is serving on the LL.A. 
Executive Board as member-at-large. 
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Mrs. Errett has, during the years, been 
outstanding in her efforts in behalf of im- 
proved library service for the state of Illi- 
nois and of legislation toward that end and 
has actively supported campaigns for estab- 
lishing state aid for libraries. It was dur- 
ing her administration as president of the 
LL.A. that the groundwork was laid for a 
33 per cent increase in the maximum tax 
rate for public libraries, which was soon 
thereafter approved by the legislature. 

Mrs. Errett also was active in organizing 
the Trustees’ Section of I.L.A. on a perma- 
nent basis and has put forth every effort 
toward keeping the group a live and work- 
ing force. 


7 Compiling Materials 


RGANIZATION of work and material is, 
with Mrs. Errett, a special medium 
of assistance. She has compiled records and 
formulated a history of the trustees’ sec- 
tion and its officers. At present she is 
working on a manual of procedure for the 
Executive Board of I.L.A. which will be 
an inestimable help and timesaver to future 
boards and committees. She also has com- 
piled a record of the minutes of the board 
meetings of the Kewanee Public Library 
from their beginnings in 1875 to the pres- 
ent time, thus furnishing a history of the 
library and a guide in forming policies for 
its future growth. 

Mrs. Errett, through her many years of 
membership in the I.L.A., has become such 
a continuing force that newer and older 
members of -the association alike turn to 
her for counsel Gracious, enthusiastic, 
friendly; and wholesomely vigorous, she has 
been an outstanding, inspiring, and helpful 
trustee. 

She is particularly the friend of small 
libraries and has worked unremittingly for 
larger units of service. To her, credit is 
due for the organization of the first county 
group in Illinois. She served as the first 


president of the Henry County Library As- 
sociation, which was organized in 1937, and 
was active in its work until this group was 
suspended for the duration of the war. 
Mrs. Errett has been a leader throughout 
the county, sharing freely her constructive 
outlook and broad knowledge of library 
affairs. She has been helpful in advising 
the discussion of books dealing with prac- 
tical library problems, such as trustee re- 
sponsibilities, current library laws, taxation, 
and budgeting, and through these efforts 
has brought about friendly cooperation, in- 
terlibrary loans, and some attempts at co- 
operative buying. . 

Active in local club and community work, 
she has served as president of the Woman's 
Club, as a member of the “Y” Community 
Woman's Board, as a director of the Com- 
munity Chest, and as a member of the Red 
Cross board. ; 

Interested in coordinating the library's 
activities with the community's social and 
educational program, Mrs. Errett has had 
the welfare of the library constantly in 
mind and has kept the public informed as 
to the library’s needs. Through her un- 
derstanding of the laws pertaining to the 
smaller libraries, especially those pertaining 
to taxes, Mrs. Errett has obtained for the 
local library all the amounts due it. 
‘Through her interest and tireless efforts to 
increase the usefulness of the public library, 
wise and liberal policies have been formed. 
She has an understanding of technical prob- 
lems and a saneness of vision as to methods 
for the library’s future welfare. 

From her splendid and varied experience 
Mrs. Errett brings to the trustees’ meet- 
ings worth-while suggestions and leadership, 
and to the librarian, inspiration, intelligent 
counsel, and help. The trustees and staff of 
the Kewanee Public Library are justly 
proud of the recognition given Mrs. Errett 
for her useful and constructive library. 
service. 


This Year's Winners of the 
Newbery and Caldecott Awards 


The Medal’ Winners 


FRANCES CLARKE SAYERS 


OBERT LAWSON is one of those per- 
R sons gifted by the gods, for he 

. moves between the two worlds of 
writing and drawing with equal ease. 
There are many artist-authors.and author- 
artists, but Robert Lawson is the first to 
win both the Caldecott Medal and the 
Newbery Medal, one for the skill and 
strength of his drawing, the other for the 
power of his prose. 

However, the gift for line and the ability 
to write would amount to nothing were 
they not informed by something else: 
imagination, humor, and, in Rabbit Hill, 
a fresh and original revelation of some of 
the great felicities of life. Rabbit Hill is 
the crowning achievement of Robert Law- 
son’s work, for in both illustration and 
story it strikes deeper than anything else he 
has done and has called forth immediate 
response from children of all ages who 
sense what is universal in it—love of one’s 
home, the mysterious sharing of life be- 
tween animals and humans, and wise phi- 


Q[,Mns. Frances Crarxe Savers has been superintend- 
ent of work with children for the New York Public Li- 
brary since 1941. From 1926 to 1932 she was con- 
nected with the adult education services of the A.L.A. 
and from 1934 to 1940 she was a lecturer in library 
work with children at the University of California. 
She attended the University of Texas and the Car- 
negie Library School of the Carnegie Institute of 
Technology. She has written three children's books: 
Blue Bonnets for Lucinda, Mr. Tidy Paws, and 
Tag-along Tooloo. 








Courtesy Viking Press 


From Rabbit Hill 


. losophy of human relationships. Rabbit 


Hill will endure, longer-lived than Ferdi- 
nand or even than the sly humor enlivening 
old Dr. Franklin in Ben and Me. 

Robert Lawson was born in New York 
City but spent his boyhood in Montclair, 
N.J. “I did not, as a child, have any 
particular interest in drawing and did none 
until my last year in high school, when it 
was pointed out to me that I must prepare 
to do something in the world," he wrote in 
the Horn Book in 1941, when he was 
awarded the Caldecott Medal for his book 
They Were Strong and Good. 

“After high school I entered the New 
York School of Fine and Applied Art in 
1911, studying there for three years under 
Howard Giles and Ray Sloan Bredin. 
Emerging from art school in 1914, I spent 
three years in Greenwich Village doing odd 
scraps of illustration and designing scenery 
for the Washington Square Players. There 
I worked with Robert E, Jones, Lee Simon- | 
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Courtesy Macmillan 


From 4 Prayer for a Child 


son, and Joseph B. Platt and began to con- 
sider a career as a great scenic artist, but 
the [First World] War put a stop to 
that.” 

After serving for over a year in the 
camouflage section of the Engineers, Robert 
Lawson returned to New York and em- 
barked upon a career of magazine illustra- 
tion. It was due to May Massee that he 
became an illustrator of children’s books. 
How much we owe to her genius for match- 
ing an artist’s talent with a writer’s words! 
She remembered the character of Robert 
Lawson's line as she had seen it in the old 
Delineator and sought him out as the illus- 
trator for Arthur Mason’s Wee Men of 
Ballywooden. That was in the 1920s. 
A long list of books illustrated by Robert 
Lawson has come from his pen since that 
day. None has been more deserving of a 
medal than Rabbit Hill, which sings the 
praise of the Connecticut countryside in 
clear prose and confirms the language in 
pictures so full of air and light and the 





238 A.L.A. BULLETIN: JULY 1945 


stretch af small hills under the first assault 
of spring that a shout of recognition goes 
up at sight of them. Connecticut! Yes, 
Connecticut or any homeland loved and 
richly shared. i 


The Caldecott Award 


HE WINNER of the Caldecott Medal 

for the year 1944 is Elizabeth Orton 
Jones, of Highland Park, lll. She is an- 
other artist-author who turns from one 
medium to another, using two languages— 
pictures and prose—by which to reveal 
what she wants to communicate to children. 
She studied at.the Art Institute of Chicago, 


` after being graduated from the University 


of Chicago, and this schooling was fol- 
lowed by study at École des Beaux Arts at 
Fontainebleau. : 

Elizabeth Orton Jones works in many 
mediums: water colors, etchings, and mural 
painting, but, on her own admission, it is 
in the making of books that she finds the 
greatest enjoyment. She has written and 
illustrated ‘four books, The Ragman of 
Paris, David, Maminka’s Children, and 
Twig, and has illustrated many others. 
Her illustrations for Small Rain attracted 
considerable attention when they were pub- 
lished, and the book was one of the close 
contestants for the award last year. 

This year the Caldecott award is hers 
for her illustrations in color for Rachel 
Field’s poem Prayer for a Child. The ap- 
peal of her drawing lies in a softness of 
line which catches something of the wist- 
fulness and tenderness that assail one who 
watches children unobserved. She man- 
ages to convey the pathos of a child ob- 
served by adults. It is this quality that 
gives her pictures of children süch appeal 
for many people. It is a style admirably 
suited to the interpretation of Rachel 
Field's childlike prayer. 
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Federal Relations News 


i PauL Howanp! 


ooK Posr. For six months the Post 
B .Office Committee of the House has 
been engaged in a study of postal. 
It has adopted the principle that 
each classification of mail should pay its 


own way. ‘This means that eventually all 
postal rates will be subject to scrutiny and 


rates. 


perhaps to revision. The first two of these 


revisions are embodied in House Resolu- 
tions 3235 and 3238, on which hearings 
were held May 17 and again on May 24 
and 25. One of these resolutions proposes 
to revise the book rates and the other, the 
rates on catalogs. House Resolution 3235 
establishes schedules for books ranging from 
five cents per pound in the first postal zone 
to twelve cents per pound in the fifth zone 
for the first pound and for one to five cents 
per pound for additional pounds. How- 
ever, the rate on books when sent by public 
libraries, organizations, or associations not 
organized for profit is much cheaper, rang- 
ing from three to five cents per pound for 
the first pound and from seven-tenths to 
three and one-half cents per pound for each 
additional pound. ` 

Mailing costs on books mailed by libraries 
under the proposed bill would be cheaper 
for distances within the first three zones but 
higher for longer distances. Transporta- 
tion costs on books bought by libraries 
would undoubtedly be higher and would 
have the effect of reducing the book budget, 
in many cases, since it is likely that trans- 
portation costs would be added to the net 
cost. 


1A note about Mr, Howard appeared on page 18 
of the January 4.L.A. Bulletin, 


'The Book Post Committee, the Federal 
Relations Committee, and A.L.A. Head- 
quarters have been engaged in gathering data 
showing the effect of this change in rates 
upon library economy and were to present 
the findings before the Post Office Com- 
mittee on June 12. 

Surplus Property. All librarians will be 
interested in Regulation 2 of the Surplus 
Property Board which became effective on 
May 25. This regulation deals with priori- 
ties of government agencies and state or 
local governments in the purchase of sur- 
plus properties. It provides a priority of 
eighteen days for agencies of the federal 
government to be followed by twelve days 
for state or local governments when these 
units have filed statement of needs. 

State and local governments should file 
their statement of needs upon Form SPB-7, 
which may be obtained from the regional 
offices of the United States Department of 
Commerce, Office of Surplus Property, 
whose addresses are given at the end of 
this article, Each statement of needs is 
good for six months and may be amended 
from time to time by filing substitute state- 
ments each of which shall expire six months 
later. 'The first priority period for state 
and local governments was from June 19 
to June 30 inclusive. 

'The Surplus Property Board has re- 
quested the Federal Security Agency 
through the U.S. Office of Education to 
collect information on educational needs 
and to submit to the board a program for 
the disposal of educational property to 
eligible educational institutions, including 
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libraries. This program is now under con- 
sideration and regulations will shortly 
appear establishing specific purchasing pref- 
erences for educational institutions, includ- 
ing libraries. At that time libraries will 
probably find it to their advantage to ob- 


tain surplus property through the program ` 


established rather than through the chan- 
nels set up under Regulation 2. 

Library Legislation. Any tax-supported 
library may apply to the Federal Works 
Agency for an advance of funds for plan 
preparation for any public work that it is 
authorized to construct and that it expects 
to construct within three years after the 
war. Such funds are available without 
interest but must be refunded to the federal 
government if and when funds for the 
actual construction are made available. 
They would be within the limits normally 
set aside for planning expenses. 
` The regulations provide that where an 
over-all planning agency exists either on 
the local or state level, projects:should con- 


form to the over-all plan. As far as the’ 


F.W.A. is concerned, it is likely that state 
library agencies will be acceptable as over- 


U.S. Department of Commerce, Office 


Boston—Park Square Building, Boston r6, 
Mass. (Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts, New 
Hampshire, Rhode Island, Vermont) 

New York City—Office of Surplus Property, 
350 Fifth Ave, 62d Floor, New York 1, N.Y. 
(New Jersey, New York) 

Washington—1126 21st St. N.W., Washington 
25, D.C. (District of Columbia, Delaware, Mary- 
land, Pennsylvania, Virginia) 

Cincinnati—Commercial Arts Building, Cin- 
cinnati 2, Ohio (Indiana, Kentucky, Ohio, West 


* Virginia) 


Atlanta— Belle Isle Building, 20 Houston St., 
Atlanta 3, Ga. (Alabama, Florida, Georgia, 
Mississippi, North Carolina, South Carolina, 
Tennessee) 

Fort Worth—6og Neil P. Anderson Building, 


all planning bodies in the library field if 
this 1s one of their official functions or if 
they are so designated by their state gover- 
nors. Where no over-all planning agencies 
exist, such approval is not necessary. 

Libraries may ask to be placed on the 
mailing list to receive news releases from 
the Information Division, Federal Works 
Agency, Washington 25, D.C. Requests 
for application blanks should be addressed 
to the Division Engineer, Bureau of Com- 
munity Facilities, Federal Works Agency, 
at the following addresses. 


101 Park Ave. 
New York 17, N.Y. 


Lemon Building 
Washington 25, D.C. 


20 Fifth St, N.W. 
Atlanta, Ga. 


1506 Civic Opera Building 
20 N. Wacker Drive 
Chicago 6, Ill. 


City Hall and County Courthouse 
St. Pau! 2, Minn. 


710 Electric Building 
Fort Worth z, Tex. 


2223 Fulton St. 
Berkeley 1, Calif. 


Room 511, 618 Second Ave. 
Seattle 4, Wash. 


of Surplus Property, Regional Offices 


Fort Worth 2, Tex. (Arkansas, Louisiana, Okla- 
homa, Texas) 

Chicago—Room 300, 209 S. LaSalle St., Chi- 
cago 4, Ill (Illinois, Michigan, Minnesota, 
North Dakota, South Dakota, Wisconsin) 

Kansas City—2605 Walnut St, Kansas City 
2, Mo. (Iowa, Kansas, Missouri, Nebraska) 

Denver—7th Floor, Exchange Building, 1030 
15th St., Denver 2, Colo. (Colorado, New Mexi- 
co, Utah, Wyoming) 

San Francisco—30 Van Ness Ave., San Fran- 
cisco 2, Calif. (Arizona, California, Nevada) 

Seattle—2005 Fifth Ave. Seattle x, Wash. 
(Idaho, Montana, Oregon, Washington) 

Territories and possessions—Department of 
the Interior, Washington 25, D.C. 





ORE STATES have gone over the 
M top—Arkansas, Iowa, North Da- 

kota, and Utah, and the territory 
of Puerto Rico—as well as Louisiana and 
Washington which were noted in the June 
Bulletin. Georgia, Michigan, Oregon, and 
Vermont are approaching their goals. 

Several states were delayed in initiating 
the campaign, and figures from them are 
still very incomplete. In others, the drive 
is moving toward a close. Because of this 
uneven schedule, present figures are still 
not indicative of final results. 

The total pledged or collected in the 
library field up to June 19 was $48,331. 
Early returns from the book trade and 
supply houses amount to $7810. Both 
figures are, however, obviously incom- 
plete. ` 

Appreciation is due to many people; for 
example, to the state directors who con- 
tributed enthusiasm, hard work, and in- 
genuity; to the local and district directors 
who worked intensively in their own areas; 
to the state library agencies that mailed 
out campaign literature with their own 
material or generously gave space in their 
bulletins; to individuals who paid for 
special state letterheads; and to all those 
who contributed to an investment for the 
future. 

A serviceman writes, "Here's to four 
years of activity. I wish you lots of luck 
in this necessary undertaking. Enclosed is 
check for five dollars." A branch librarian 
sends a check with the comment, “This 
small and tardy but hard-earned remittance 
is sent with the hope that it may be spent 
with prudence and probity far out of pro- 


Let's Finish the Campaign 


portion to its size. Then we can all hope 
for final results for the professional field 
to be somehow proportionate to its needs." 
'The New York Library Association appro- 
priates five hundred dollars. The North 
Carolina Negro Library Association sends 
contributions amounting to over five hun- 
dred dollars. A college librarian pledges | 
twenty-five dollars with the comment, “I 
am enthusiastic over the idea of a Wash- 
ington representative and the plan to make 
available surplus property material.” One 
director secured one hundred dollars each 
from the local newspaper editor, the banker, 
and a department store, and five dollars from 
the governor. 

The need of an A.L.A. representative 
in Washington, and a supporting program 
of publicity, is becoming greater. More 
and more matters of concern to libraries 
are coming up, such as the recent proposal 
to increase book post rates, which made it 
urgent that the A.L.A. present the effect 
of such an increase on libraries to the 
House Committee on Post Offices and Post 
Roads. Document distribution is a hardy 
perennial. Bills for extension of social se- 
curity are pending. Are librarians to be 
included or excluded? Surplus property 
regulations can be favorable or unfavorable 
to libraries. It is important that officials 
take library needs into account. - 

President Vitz and the Campaign Com- 
mittee, therefore, urge the campaign 
workers, the members of the A.L.A. 
trustees, and friends of libraries, to finish 
the job they have begun, in some states 
perhaps next fall, and to bring the cam- 
paign to a successful conclusion. 
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7 . 


` Activities of Libraries and Library Associations Gleaned 


from Letters, Reports, and Bulletins 


What They're Doing 


: HE ENTIRE third floor of the 
| Aguilar Branch of the New York 

' Public Library has been turned 

over to the young people of Harlem for 
their use as a neighborhood recreation spot. 
Before- the clubhouse, called the Aguilar 
Lounge, had been opened, over one hundred 
of the boys and girls between fourteen and 
seventeen years of age had taken out mem- 
bership cards. A member of the library 
staff and a young worker from the United 
Neighborhood Houses of New York will 
serve as hostesses at the club meeting three 
nights weekly, but the plans for their activi- 
ties will come from the children themselves. 
The children selected the books for the 
shelves: popular novels, detective stories, 
westerns, war books, joke and quiz books, 
and magazines on the movies, radio, boxing, 
band leaders, and other unusual library 
fare. The librarian, Mrs. Helen Benson 
Matthews, says that if the noise of the 
lounge reaches down to the reading rooms 
below she will believe it is a success. 


Publicity Institute 


The Montclair Free Public Library and 
the Montclair Times sponsored a publicity 
institute in May for the discussion of news- 
paper and other publicity for local organi- 
zations, in an effort to improve the writing 
and efficiency of routines for club and other 
reporting in the community. ‘The publicity 
institute devoted five half-days to the study 
of objectives, outlets, subjects, requirements, 
physical preparation of copy, and the 
writing of. publicity. The attendance was 


limited and included only persons proposed 
by some organization in the community. 


German Textbooks from Teachers College 


The Teachers College Library of Co- 
lumbia University supplied nearly five hun- 
dred textbooks for study and filming by 
Washington educators who planned the 
reprintings in Aachen for German youth. 
From the five hundred supplied, the educa- 
tors selected the titles to be printed. They 
are also working on Japanese textbooks. 


Recruiting Folder 


The North Carolina College for Ne- 
groes School of Library Science has issued 
an attractive booklet to use in recruiting, 
called “Your Future? Librarianship.” The 
ten-page booklet is illustrated with photo- 
graphs of librarians engaged in various types 
of library work and of some of the build- 
ings used at the college by the library 
school students, 


Facilitating Expression of Public Opinion 
The Muncie, Ind., Public Library has 


inaugurated a service which will facilitate 
the sending of public opinion to govern- 
ment representatives. This experimental 
activity has been instituted because a 
canvass of Muncie’s residents revealed that 
many of them would have expressed their 
opinion on public questions in the past if 
they had known the names of their repre- 
sentatives or if they had known proper 
methods of addressing their representatives. 
The main library supplies envelopes and 
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letterheads already addressed to the district 
representatives, to the state's two senators, 
and to the President. The library also 
sells stamps and mails the letter if requested 
to do so. A large bulletin board displays 
sample copies of the letterheads, a sugges- 
tion that it might be desirable to indicate 
in the letter that no reply is necessary, a list 
of public questions before Congress, and 
an invitation to the patrons to consult the 
library for reading references. 


Books for R.I. Servicemen 


From May 1942 to April 1945 the Rhode 
Island State Library's Book Pool for the 
Fighting Services has answered 5800 over- 
seas requests for books, besides supplying 
„many books to men stationed in Rhode 
Island. According to Gráce M. Sherwood, 
state librarian, the Book Pool for the Fight- 
ing Services has collected both books and 
money for books and has been very success- 
ful in supplying the needs and requests of 
servicemen, both while’ they are stationed 
in Rhode Island and after they have been 
sent to posts throughout the world. 


Storytelling for Breakfast in Mexico 
Elizabeth Culbert, of the staff of the 


Biblioteca Benjamin Franklin in Mexico 
City, was recently invited to the Escuela 
Republica de Uruguay on the edge of the 
city. In her report on the visit, Miss Cul- 
bert said: 


The arrangements were made for me to 
be there at 8:30 to tell stories to the group 
of boys and girls who receive free breakfasts 
each day in the school building. When I 
arrived a little late (as we had some trouble 
with the bus which needed a good deal of 
‘looking into) the children were waiting for 
me. Some of them met me at the terminal 
and escorted me to the schoolhouse about 
three blocks away. We accumulated “listen- 
ers” as we went along the street. Boys and 
girls left their play and tagged along as word 
spread that there was to be a story hour. At 
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the schoolhouse I found 250 children of as- 
sorted ages sitting on long benches quietly 
waiting. They had finished their breakfast, 
though many were still nibbling rolls, and 
they were ready for stories. : 

I told The Selfish Giant by Oscar Wilde. 
All 250 children sat as still as mice until the 
end of the story. There was a silence, a long 
breath, and then applause! I showed them 
four of the translated picture books. Perez 
and Martina with its big splashy pictures in 
bright colors was enjoyed by everyóne to the 
very back of the room. 

I was presented with a ramo de flores pre- 
pared by the children and was accompanied to 
my bus by a large group all calling “hasta 
pronto." 


Timely Municipal Topics 
A two-page mimeographed monthly is 
being issued by the City Library of Wichita, 
Kan., directing attention to pamphlets, re- 
ports, and articles in current journals on 


‘municipal subjects. The city manager says 


that this publication of Timely Municipal 
Topics is helpful to municipal administra- 
tive officials. 


On Studying about the San Francisco 
Conference 


The Adult Education Committee of the 
Ohio Library Association prepared a mim- 
eographed sheet of suggestions for consid- 
eration before the San Francisco Conference. 
The suggestions included six specific activi- 
ties in which libraries might engage, a list 
of readings, and a list of suggested sources 
for materials. The suggestions were keyed 
to all types of libraries and were listed as 
possibilities only, with a suggestion that in 
many places it would undoubtedly be neces- 
sary to adapt or modify them. 


Materials for San Francisco Conference 


'To aid citizens in thinking about our 
foreign policies and to emphasize the. 
United Nations Conference, the San Fran- 
cisco Public Library assembled a vast 
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amount of material relating to a general 
international organization and to many 
allied subjects, among them official state- 
ments on American foreign policies, the 
significance of the present world struggle, 
immediate postwar problems, international 
law of the future, and territorial problems. 
United Nations Conference 
national Organization is the title of the 
April issue of the San Francisco Public 
Library Monthly Bulletin, which listed some 
of the more important items. 


on Inter- 


Meet the Family Week 


. Pasadena schools, libraries, and all civic 
and social agencies serving families partici- 
pated in a Meet the Family Week the sec- 
ond week in May. All of the meetings, 
except the Sunday one, were held in the 
evenings in the public library lecture hall 
where displays on the theme of the evening 
brightened the room. The displays were 
prepared by all of the agencies sponsoring 
the week. The approach to the subject 
was to stress the wholesome factors in the 
family and community living rather than 
the delinquencies. Days were devoted to: 
Meet the Family at Church 
The Veteran Meets His Family 
Meet the Family Budget 
Meet the Family at Play 
Meet the Family as Citizens 
Meet the Family of the Future 


Detroit Family. Life Institute 


In March a Marriage and Family Life 
Institute was sponsored by several Detroit 
agencies, including the Detroit Public Li- 
brary. The institute lasted six days and 
had a daily attendance averaging eighteen 
hundred. Outstanding speakers lectured on 
stresses borne by the family of today, prob- 
lems of wartime living faced by young people 
and adults, special problems of service men’s 
wives and fiancees.and of veterans, as well 
as on the fundamental problems of marriage 
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and family life. The public library prepared 
several book lists for distribution at the in- 
stitute: a list for the use of leaders and coun- 
selors, a list on parents and children, a list of 
books for young people, and a list on mar- 
riage and family life. 


For Readers Who Listen 
The Cleveland Public Library has issued 


a list of selected radio programs of special 
interest to shut-ins, called "For Readers 
Who Listen," and also a chart listing the 
programs at their proper times. 


A Small College and the Peace 


In connection with a program on prob- 
lems connected with building the peace, 
Joseph N. Whitten, Bethany, W.Va., Col- 
lege Library, reports “We took mechanical 
drawing tables, making the large flat side 
vertical. Several of these made excellent 
poster space and they could be placed to ad- 
vantage. .Clippings, posters, and maps of 
countries, flags, personalities, and confer- 
ence reports were posted." 


Cataloging in California 


Ninety-two replies to a questionnaire sent 
to 175 libraries of all types in California and 
elsewhere by the Los Angeles Regional 
Group of Catalogers elicited considerable 
information about cataloging practices. The 
questionnaires were sent out as a result of 
the belief of businessmen-trustees that there 
is waste motion in the present cataloging 
setup. Ten of the libraries type their cards 
for fiction, eight their cards for children’s 
books, and five do not order cards in advance 
of receipt of the book. The average for all 
of the replies to the following points was: 
time spent on cataloging new titles, 60.3 per 
cent; time spent cataloging new titles for 
which printed cards or galleys are not avail- 
able, 33.9 per cent; time spent on new titles 
for which printed cards or galleys are avail- 
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able when books are received, 48.7 per cent; 
titles for which printed cards can be used 
without change in classification, 76 per 
cent; titles for which printed cards can be 
used without change in descriptive catalog- 
ing, 84.2 per cent; and titles for which 
printed cards can be used without change 
in subject entries, 79.1 per cent. Twenty- 
five of the libraries reported that card serv- 
ice is satisfactory, 32 that it is not entirely 
satisfactory, and 17 that it is unsatisfactory. 


School Librarians Help Minneapolis 
Pupils Learn about UNCIO 


Tue United Nations Conference at San 
Francisco was not a remote event to the 
children in the Minneapolis schools. As a 
result of a city-wide plan suggested by 
Superintendent Willard E. Goslin, pupils 
of all ages realized that they were really 
living while history was happening. ‘The 
executive committee of the group of teachers 
which worked out the general plan included 
the editor of the School Bulletin, the super- 
visor of counselors, and the supervisor of 
school libraries, Margaret R. Greer. School 
librarians throughout the city helped with 
bibliographies of books, articles, films, radio 
programs, and lists of organizations publish- 
ing material about the conference. These 
were printed in special weekly issues of the 
School Bulletin, as were many descriptions 
of auditorium and classroom activities featur- 
ing the conference. All secondary school 
libraries had special exhibits during the en- 
tire period. 


Newark School Librarians 


Instead of holding regular meetings the 
Newark School Librarians! Association has 
cooperated with other organizations this 
year. With the Newark Art Club, it spon- 
sored a Book Week meeting which presented 
three well-known children's book illustra- 
tors. With the Committee on Goodwill and 
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Understanding, it sponsored a meeting on 
cooperation among groups. For the latter 
program, the association prepared an an- 
notated reading list called "One Nation In- 
divisible." 


Entertaining for Clothes 


To assist the national campaign to collect 
clothing for the needy in war areas, the 
Williamsburgh Branch of the Brooklyn 
Püblic Library held a magic show by a 
local magician. About 150 children at- 
tended the show and more than 200 con- 
tributions of clothing were made by the 
children of the neighborhood. 


Miscellanies 


“The Joint Responsibility of Labor and 
Management in Bringing about Full Em- 
ploymént” was the subject of a public forum 
presented by the United Rubber Workers of 
America, C.I.O. Local 154, in cooperation 
with the Denver Public Library in May. 

The Gary Public Library has issued a 
history of the library from 1907-44 by 
Orpha Maud Peters, who was assistant li- 
brarian at Gary from 1909 to 1943. 

Oakland, Calif., Free Library has issued 
A Study of the Administration of Public 
Library—Public School Relationships, with 
Special Reference to Oakland, California, 
by Peter Thomas Conmy, city librarian. 

The Friends of. the Detroit Public Li- 
brary sponsored an exhibition of the works 
of Walt Whitman in May, commemorating 
the ninetieth anniversary of the printing of 
Leaves of Grass. A forty-eight page catalog 
of the exhibition has been printed. 

The directors of the John Crerar Library 
have issued a historical report entitled The 
John Crerar Library 1895-1944, which was 
prepared by J. Christian Bay. Dr. Bay 
has been the John Crerar librarian since 
1928 and had been associated with the li- 
brary in other capacities since 1905. 





Membership Opinion 


WELVE MEMBERS of the A.L.A. 
| responded to the questionnaire on 
the adequacy of A.L.A. services 
published in the April Bulletin. ‘Twenty- 
three members sent in their opinions on 
more cooperation between the A.L.A. and 
local, state, and regional groups. 
“Suggested services which members think 
should be added to the A.L.A.’s present ones 
are: a lounge for members at Headquarters, 
more field visits by A.L.A. staff to state and 
. regional meetings, a Headquarters repre- 
sentative for college and university libraries, 
a geographic list of members in the Hand- 
book, a refresher course for librarians, 
better promotion for women librarians 
and less for men, and publication of 
the school library statistics. Two re- 
spondents mention services which A.L.A. 
should discontinue. One believes we should 
let up on the emphasis on international 
affairs, and the other thinks we should drop 
the Jury on Citation of Trustees, the Com- 
mittee on Code of Ethics, some activities of 
the Board of Education for Librarianship, 
and the publication of the popular type-of 
material like Patrons Are People. Six of 
the twelve replies urged expansion of the 
public relations and personnel services of 
the Association, Other expansions sug- 





"The meager returns may mean that 
Association members are not as eager 
to express their opinions about the 
A.L.A.’s activities as earlier reports 
had led the Headquarters staff to be- 


This issue of the 4.L.4. 
Bulletin, therefore, does not have a 
questionnaire. If enough members ex- 
press interest in continuing them, they 
will be resumed in the fall. 


lieve. 





gested were encouraging writing and re- 
search, adult education, attention to the 
small libraries! problems, membership serv- 
ice to the divisions, and representation of 
the interests of libraries in the field of higher 
education among educational organizations. 

All twenty-three of those replying to the 
questionnaire on cooperation of library or- 
ganizations think that local, state, and re- 
gional groups of librarians should be 
affiliated with the A.L.A. Twenty would 
like a dues scale worked out so that each 
member could pay one fee to cover all his 
professional memberships but two objected 
to this proposal Eighteen think the A.L.A. 
should provide funds for more representa- 
tion, of its officers and staff at local, state, 
and regional meetings but one does not, and 
one feels that it should be done only “as 
necessity demands." 

Replies to the fourth question on both 
of the questionnaires about ways of in- 
creasing the Association’s income were: 
Three believe that higher dues would pro- 
duce more income but one specifically said, 
“T do not believe the average librarian will 
pay higher dues; [there has been a] trend 
downward in total number since higher 
dues were required." Seven believe that 
more members will join the Association as a 
result of local activity, four think we should 
charge for the personnel services, and one 
suggested each of the following: compulsory 
membership for all librarians making over 
$1200, with graduated fees; reduced dues for 
those who aren’t getting their money’s worth 
would result in an increased income from 
additional memberships; $1 dues for those 
making under $1000; locals pay national 
speakers’ expenses; additional endowments; 
charge for public relations services; better 
publicity, more interesting publications, and 
programs that reach more members. 
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N ORDER to keep delegates to the San 

Francisco Conference informed of latest 
developments, the Associated Press and the 
Richmond Independent of Richmond, 
Calif., cooperated with the New York 
Times and its associates in making a spe- 
cial edition of the Times available daily. 
This special 2 a.M. edition contained news 
which was particularly pertinent to the 
deliberations in San Francisco. It was 
printed on the presses of the Richmond In- 
dependent and its few pages were trans- 
mitted photographically from New York 
over the Wirephoto facilities of the As- 
sociated Press. 


HE mayor of Rio de Janeiro has author- 
ized the establishment of twenty public 
libraries throughout the city. They will 
have no reading rooms but will lend books 


for ten days free to anyone who can identify 
himself. 


| MONG the many recreational facilities 


being supplied to the soldiers left in 


Europe are hundreds of thousands of books 
and magazines. Every independent unit 
is to have its own library, prepared months 
ago by civilian and soldier library experts. 
Unit libraries have from five hundred to 
one thousand books for every three thou- 
sand men. ‘There are standard collections, 
with the emphasis on fiction and vocational 
reading but with a carefully chosen list of 
nonfiction covering all fields. 


HE Executive Committee of the Joint 
Committee on Books for Devastated 
Libraries sent a communication to Secretary 
of State Stettinius urging that the coming 
peace agreement include provisions for in- 
ternational treaties on copyright and urging 


By the Editor 


that an international conference of repre- 
sentatives of the learned worlds in the 
principal countries be convened at the earli- 
est possible moment. 


EVEREUX C. JosEPHs, president of the 

Teachers Insurance and Annuity As- 
sociation of America since 1943, has been 
elected president of the Carnegie Corpora- 
tion of New York. He succeeds Walter 
A. Jessup, who died in July 1944, and the 
late Frederick P. Keppel, who retired in 
1941. 


ITIZENS of Dana, Ind., and vicinity 
have founded an organization known 
as the Ernie Pyle Memorial Library. The 
purpose of the organization is to establish, 
erect, and equip, by public contributions, a 
memorial library as a national shrine in honor 
of the late columnist. 
N June the Independent Citizens’ Com- 
mittee of the Arts, Sciences, and Profes- 
sions met in New York City to discuss their 
postwar problems in international security, 
rehabilitation and reconversion, and full 
employment. 


HE Indiana State Department of Edu- 
T cation has begun to build a permanent 
school administration library, with the idea 
that exchange of ideas and experiences will 
be valuable to school administrators desiring 
to do the same type of work. 


N 1939 the Salt Lake County Library 
I was organized to serve between fifty and 
sixty thousand people. Since then forty-six 
distributing points have been organized, 
including an exceedingly modern county 
headquarters, six smaller public branches, 
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and the remaining service in schools, com- 
munity houses, boys’ homes, etc.; twenty- 
eight thousand people have been registered ; 
2,432,403 books have been circulated; and 
over 100,000 books have been bought and 
prepared for use. The librarian, Mrs. 
Ruth V. Tyler, says “Our budget is a very 
interesting one to work with, having a per 
capita expenditure averaging between $1.25 
to $1.75 annually. "The reason for the 
adequate support is the presence of the 
world's largest open cut copper mine within 
our taxation boundaries." 


ARL M. WHITE, director of. libraries 

C of Columbia University and dean of 

the School of Library Service, Columbia, is 

in London serving as a consultant to the 

, United States representatives at the Inter- 

national Conference of the Allied Ministers 
of Education. 


HE Joint Committee on Books for 

Devastated Libraries has issued an an- 
nouncement that it is investigating the 
whole problem of sending books to libraries 
in devastated areas and recommends the 
holding of all such publications until it is 
clear that delivery can be made. An Ameri- 
can Book Center of War Devastated Li- 
braries is to be set up with the assistance of 
representatives of various countries and of 
interested organizations. 


HE W. K. Kellogg Foundation of Bat- 
T tle Creek, Mich., in keeping with its 
basic policies, has appointed a group of ad- 
visory committees to consult with its profes- 
sional staf and help appraise and plan 
foundation enterprises. Since one of its 
major areas of interest is library service to 
rural communities, an advisory committee on 
library service was appointed. 

Mrs. Zoe Wright, the librarian of the 


foundation, serves also as the director of the 
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library program. Her advisory committee 
consists of: Nora E. Beust, specialist in 
school libraries, Library Service Division, 
U. 8. Office of Education, Washington, 
D.C.; Ralph A. Ulveling, librarian, Detroit 
Public Library, and A.L.A. President; Leon 
Carnovsky, associate dean, Graduate Library 
School, University of Chicago, and managing 
editor, The Library Quarterly. 

Although the program has in the past five 
years emphasized rural library service in 
seven of the southwestern counties of Michi- 
gan, projects are being developed which will 
extend the scope of its program. The 
foundation’s basic interest is in bettering 
library services for rural people through the 
application of existing knowledge, with the 
underlying purpose of developing patterns 
which may have state-wide and eventually 
nationwide application. 


HE National’ Library of Brazil will 
i pes open a course for librarians. It 
will be available'to persons from all parts 
of the country, and fifteen scholarships will 
be offered. It is hoped that this school 
wil help to build up well-trained staffs 
for future libraries. 


N May 2r, 676 people attended a din- 
O ner at the Waldorf-Astoria Hotel in 
honor of Frederic G. Melcher’s fifty years 
in publishing. Harry M. Lydenberg repre- 
sented librarians and the A.L.A. In dis- 
cussing American librarians, Dr. Lydenberg 
Said: 


And one of the proudest banners they march 
under with complete agreement is the one that 
proclaims Fred Melcher as an exponent of so 
many things they envy and applaud, grieving 
only that none of them had sense enough, wit 
enough, imagination enough to think of them 
first. Just see what he’s done with the New- 
bery Medal, the Caldecott Medal, the Bowker 
lectures. ... We all applaud his White 
House Library movement, the Children’s 
Book Week, the Carey-Thomas Award. 
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A.L.A. Election Results 


; . 
RALPH A. ULVELING, President-Elect for 


- 1944-45, becomes President for 1945-46 as 


a result of last year’s election. 

The Election Committee reports that the 
following persons have been elected, to take 
office July 1, 1945: First Vice President and 
President-Elect, Mary U. Rothrock, Ten- 
nessee Valley Authority, Knoxville; Second 
Vice President, Emerson Greenaway, Enoch 
Pratt Free Library, Baltimore; Treasurer, 
Rudolph H. Gjelsness, University of Michi- 
gan, Ann Arbor. : 

'The following new members of the Execu- 
tive Board for the term 1945-49 were 
elected: John S. Richards, Public Library, 
Seattle; Exrett Weir McDiarmid, Univer- 
sity of Minnesota, Minneapolis. A full list 
of the Executive Board for 1944-45 was pub- 
lished in the 1944 Handbook, page H-18. 


The terms.of Lucy E. Fay and Carl M. ^ 


White expire on July 1, 1945. 
The following were elected to the Council 
for the term 1945-49: Charles F. Gosnell, 


Queens College Library, Flushing, N.Y.;- 


Helen M. Clark, State Library, Lansing, 


-Mich.; R. Russell Munn, Public Library, 


Akron; Mary S. Wilkinson, Enoch Pratt 
Free Library, Baltimore; Jessie Edna Boyd, 
University High School Library, Oakland, 
and School of Librarianship, University of 
California, Berkeley ; Anne M. Smith, Ref- 
erence Department, University of British 
Columbia Library, Vancouver, B.C., 
Canada. These new members take office 


to replace those members whose terms expire ` 


in 1945. A complete list of the Council 
appeared on pages H-20-23 of the Hand- 
book. 

Paul North Rice, Reference Department, 
New York Public Library, New York City, 


was elected to fill the vacancy on the Coun- 
cil caused by the death of Jennie M. Flexner. 
His term expires in 1946. 


W: ‘een Elected Honorary Member 


Hatsey W. WiLsoN, president of the 
H. W. Wilson Company and long-time 
friend of libraries, has been elected an hon- 
orary member of the American Library 
Association by the Council, after nomina- 
tion by the Executive Board. Mr. Wilson, 
as most librarians know, has always been 
cooperative in the promotion of projects 
which would be of benefit to libraries and 
librarians. His election as an honorary 








Harsey W. WILson 


member places him on a short list of dis- 
tinguished friends of the library world: 
since its founding the A.L.A. has conferred 
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honorary membership on only twenty-seven 
persons. The other living honorary mem- 
bers are Ross Collins, Mrs. Elizabeth 
Sprague Coolidge, Herbert Clark Hoover, 
and Herbert Putnam. 


Personnel Administration 

THe Board on Personnel Administra- 
tion met on May 12 at Headquarters to pre- 
pare the final draft of the statement of 
principles of tenure. The board, and 
Arnold H. Trotier, chairman of the Com- 
mittee to Review Report on Personnel and 
Placement Service, also met with Nathan R. 
Levin, surveyor of the Personnel Office, to 
discuss the office’s placement and personnel 
work. 


After careful and lengthy discussion of | 


various aspects of placement and personnel 
services, the board voted to reaffirm, with 
special emphasis on the first item, its earlier 
opinion, as expressed to the Executive Board, 
on the order of ranking of the importance to 
the profession of the Personnel Office's four 
major activities. 

The order of ranking is: (1) work of the 
Board on Personnel Administration and its 
subcemmittees, and with committees in the 
personnel field, namely, the preparation 
and publicizing of the materials needed for 
adequate personnel administration in li- 
braries; (2) personnel information and 
advisory service; (3) placement service; 
(4) maintenance of information file about 
members of the profession. 


Representative 

Heren Hacan, librarian, Coker Col- 
lege Library, Hartsville, S.C., represented 
the A.L.A. at the inauguration of the col- 
lege’s new president. 


A.L.A. Chapter in Akron 


ÁT A MEETING of forty-five Summit 
County, Ohio, librarians, the group decided 
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to form an organization which could be- 
come a local chapter of the A.L.A. Amy 
Winslow, a member of the A.L.A. Execu- 

tive Board and provisional president of 

A.L.A.’s new Public Library Division, 

spoke to the group about the A.L.A. and 

its activities. The officers of the new organ- 

ization are R. Russell Munn, president, ` 
Dorothy Hamlen, vice president, and Phyllis 

Hamilton, secretary-treasurer. 


International Representatives 


Tar Executive Board has ‘elected 
Keyes D. Metcalf, chairman of the Inter- 
national Relations Board, as the A.L.A.’s 


‘official representative on the International 


Library. Committee of the International 
Federation of Library Associations for a 
five-year term, and William Warner Bishop, 
formerly the A.L.A.’s representative, was 
elected representative emeritus for life. 


- Staff Activities 


In May Julia Wright Merrill attended 
a meeting, at Gatlinburg, of Tennessee 
Valley state library extension workers called 
by the Tennessee Valley Library Council, 
at which postwar planning and building 
surveys were discussed and plans for small 
branches and for county library headquar- 
ters were presented by T.V.A, architects. 

Anita M. Hostetter spoke at a meeting 
of the Library Club of Cleveland and Vi- 
cinity and visited the Western Reserve Uni- 
versity School of Library Science on May 
17 and 18. . 

Helen E. Kinsey attended the Newbery 
dinner in New York on June 9 and visited 
children's editors and publishers for a few. 
days. 


Library Recruiting 
Tur DEPARTMENT of Library Educa- 
tion and Personnel distributed over 3200 
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sample copies of its new recruiting folder 
Books and People; a Career in Library 
Service, to librarians and to school, college, 
and university school counselors. Within 
two weeks the orders received were so large 
that a new printing was necessary. 


Rockefeller Grant 


THE ROCKEFELLER FOUNDATION has 
made a grant of $4150 to the A.L.A. to be 
used toward the final expenses of the Union 
Cataloging Project in Mexico, D.F., dur- 
ing the year beginning July 1. This sup- 
plements previous grants for the same 
purpose. i \ 


Endowment Fund Trustee 


- JoHN E. UTT, a vice president of the City 
National Bank, Chicago, has been unani- 
mously re-elected to serve a three-year term 
as a trustee of the A.L.A. Endowment Funds 
by the Executive Board. 


Y.P.R.R.T. Nominations 


Tue Nominating Committee of the 
Young People's Reading Round Table, Di- 
vision of Libraries for Children and Young 
People, submits the following nominations 
for 1945-46: 

For chairman, Amelia H. Munson, New 
York Public Library, New York City 
For secretary-treasurer, Dorothy Hagberg, 

Public Library, Detroit 

If no other nominations are submitted, 
this report will be accepted and the no- 
minees declared elected. 


Mr. Milam in San Francisco 


'THoucH the A.L.A. was not designated 
as one of the forty-two consultants to the 
San Francisco Conference, it was neverthe- 
less represented, as Mr. Milam attended as 
an associate consultant of the American 
Council on Education to the U.S. delega- 
tion. 
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Mr. Milam reports that the charter as 
it comes out of San Francisco will receive 
practically unanimous support of the forty- 
two powerful organizations which were rep- 
resented at the conference. ‘This is with a 
conviction that what is produced will be the 
best it was possible to get agreement on under 
present circumstances, 

In addition to attending the meetings of 
the consultants with the delegates, Mr. 
Milam participated in two general meetings 
devoted to cultural matters. He also met 
with the librarians in San Francisco, Los 
Angeles, Portland, and Seattle, these last two 
en route back to Chicago, and talked with 
them about the San Francisco Conference 


and about the A.L.A, 


A.L.A. Staff Change 
Heren P. THompson joined the A.L.A. 


.Staff as membership assistant on April 9. 


Miss Thompson holds a B.A. degree from 
Butler University and a B.S. from Colum- 
bia University School of Library Service. 
She was a branch librarian in the Indian- 
apolis Public Library before going, in 1943, 
to Camp Crowder, Mo., where she was 
librarian of the Service Club Library. 


Meetings in Chicago 

On June 21-23 A.L.A. officers met 
at Headquarters to discuss Association busi- 
ness. On June 23 the officers met with 
officers and members of the Board of 
Directors of the Association of College and 
Reference Libraries. 

On the evening of June 22 a buffet supper 
was held, in the building which is to become 
the A.L.A.’s new Headquarters, at which 
time President Vitz turned the presidential 
gavel over to President Ulveling. In addi- 
tion, the two citations of trustees were pre- 
sented to M. M. Harris and Mrs. Albert 
W. Errett at the supper. (The presidential 


' addresses appear on pages 227-32 and the 
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articles about Mr. Harris and Mrs. Errett 
on pages 233-36 of this issue.) 

On June 11 and 13 the Committees on 
Relations with Business Groups and on Re- 
lations with Local Library Groups and on 
Membership Participation met at the Drake 
Hotel. Marian C. Manley is chairman of 
both committees. 

On June 19 and 20 the Board of Directors 
and committee chairmen of the American 
Association of School Librarians of the 
A.L.A. Division of Libraries for Children 
and Young People met at the Continental 


Librarian 


UTHER H. Evans’ appointment by 

President Truman as Librarian of 
Congress was announced on June 17. 

As President of the American Library 


Association I have taken such action as. 


seemed appropriate to offer the assistance 
of the American Library Association in the 
selection of a successor to Archibald Mac- 
, Leish as Librarian of Congress. The first 
letter, which appeared on page 65 of the 
February 4.L.4, Bulletin, was addressed to 
the late President. Roosevelt. After Mr. 
Truman took office as President, a second 
letter, somewhat similar, was sent to him on 
April 27. President Truman replied on 
April 30, expressing appreciation of the 
interest of the American Library Association 
and willingness to receive our nominations. 
Upon receipt of President Truman’s letter 
I wired him on May 5 that our suggestions 
would be ready for presentation in a short 
time. On Monday and Tuesday, May 7 and 
8, I was in Washington. En route to Wash- 
ington I stopped over for conferences with 
several librarians in Chicago and vicinity. 
I also sought advice by long distance 
telephone. Because several New York li- 
brarians I wished to consult were in Wash- 
ington, I did not go to New York. Along 
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Hotel. A number of state school library 
supervisors met with the group on June 21. 


Publications on Peace 


Tue Jury x Booklist will carry a report 
on the plans of some of the organizations 
represented at the San Francisco Con- 
ference to publish pertinent materials. The 
information was gathered at A.L.A. Head- 
quarters and it is expected that. reports 
on publications, both published and in 
process, will appear in a later issue of the: 
Booklist. 


of Congress 


afternoon conference was held in Wash- 
ington with thirty or forty local and 
out-of-town librarians. Specific names were 
proposed and discussed. Included were 
names that had been suggested by mail or in 
person since the position became vacant. On 
the basis of all this advice, I recommended 
three persons—Keyes D. Metcalf, Ralph A. 
Ulveling, and Dr. Evans. Dr. Evans has 
been a member of the A.L.A. since 1938, 
on the staff of the Library of Congress since 
1939, as director of its legislative reference 
service, as chief assistant librarian, and, since 
the appointment of Mr. MacLeish to the 
State Department, as acting librarian. 
Much more world-shaking events than 
the selection of the Librarian of Congress 
were taking place on May 7 and 8 and it 
was impossible to present our recommenda- 
tions in person. I, therefore, made the sug- 
gestions in a letter dated May 8. 
Although it was impossible to secure 
formal action from the Association or any 
of its boards before taking action, I made a 
considerable and, I believe, a fair sampling 
of Association opinion by consulting re- 
sponsible segments of the profession. 


CARL Vrrz, President 


The 


CLEARING HOUSE 


The Lost is Found 


A BOOK. bound in boards, with the cover 
title, "Poet Lore Plays—Julie—August 
Strindberg," has been found in the Mount 
Vernon, N.Y., Public Library. 'The pub- 
lisher is Richard G. Badger, Boston. The 
material included under this cover title is 
the 1911 simmer issue of Poet Lore, vol- 
ume 22, number 3, pages 161-239. 

A library stamp has evidently been cut 
from the top of the first page, from the 
bottom of page 199, and from the bottom 
of the last page. A small portion of the 
stamp shows at the top of the first page 
and appears to read "burn." ‘The accession 
number 275 is stamped at the bottom of the 
first page which is numbered 161. Any 
library which identifies this book as its 
property should write the Public Library, 
Mount Vernon, N.Y. 


Recommended Books Lists 


THE CouNcIL on Books in Wartime 
has made several changes in its policy con- 
cerning the Recommended Books lists. It 
will now be possible for libraries to buy 
copies of one issue of the subject lists or 
the recommended lists without taking out a 
yearly subscription to either. Orders for 
twenty-five or fifty copies have been elimi- 
nated and the price of individual imprints 
will be 50¢ per order regardless of quantity. 

The sixteenth list of "Recommended War 
Books” compiled by the council includes the 
following titles: 

Up Front by Sgt. Bill Mauldin 

G.I. Nightingale by Captain Theresa Archard 

Keep Your Head Down by Walter Bernstein 

Franklin Delano Roosevelt: 4 Memorial ed. 
by Donald Porter Geddes 


History in the Writing ed. by Gordon Carroll 
The Best From Yank 





Brief News of 


‘General Interest 


Solution in Asia by Owen Lattimore 

The Basis of Soviet Strength by George B. 
Cressey 

Home to India by Santha Rama Rau 

The Brick Foxhole by Richard Brooks 

Mission Beyond Darkness by Joseph Bryan 
III 

American Guerrilla by Ira Wolfert 

We Flew Without Guns by Capt. J. Gen 
Genovese 

Robinson Crusoe, USN by Blake Clark 

Guerrilla Wife by Louise Reid Spencer 


Race Relations 

AN ExHIBIT entitled “The Races of 
Mankind” is available from the Board of 
Home Missions of the Congregational and 
Christian Churches, 287 Fourth Ave., 
New York City 10. - The exhibit consists 
of fifteen posters 18” by 20” which, when 
displayed together, develop the idea that 
the races have very much in common and 
that differences are only skin-deep. Some 
of the posters are concerned with physical 
characteristics, others with cultural contri- 
butions of the various races. The posters 
sell for $5 per set and would be suitable 
for routing in a system of libraries with 
several branches. : 


French Library Manual 

A NEW EDITION (1944) of Manuel 
Pratique du Bibliothécaire by Léo Crozet, 
originally published in Paris in 1937, has 
been reprinted by Editions Fides, of Mont- 
real. It is a practical manual, in French, 
and covers the whole field of library work. 
Selected bibliographies of French books and 
lists of publishers will be useful to English- 
speaking librarians. 

A bound copy may be purchased for $3 
and a paper-covered one for $2 from Fides, 
3425, rue Saint-Denis, Montreal, Que., 
Canada. 
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Canadian Information 


THe CaNADIAN Wartime Information 
Board is the official distribution center in 
the United States for informational ma- 
terials about Canada and Canadian affairs. 


Maps, posters, and pamphlets illustrating l 


the country, the people, and the political, 
cultural, and social life, as well as a wide 
selection of photographs, are available free 
in reasonable quantities. The board has 
two offices: 1205 15th St., Washington 5, 
D.C., and 620 Fifth Ave, New York 
City 20. 


Guide to Latin American Periodicals 


Tue Liprary or CoNonsss has recently 


published an annotated bibliography of. 


some 1600 titles, Latin American Periodi- 
cals Currently Received in the Library of 
Congress and in the Department of Agri- 
culture. It is the eighth to appear in the 
Latin, American series being issued by the 
library. The volume may be purchased 
from the Superintendent of Documents, 
U.S. Government Printing Office, Wash- 
ington 25, D.C., for 45¢. 


S.L.A. Recruits 


Two LEAFLETS have been issued by the 
Special Libraries Association to aid in re- 
cruiting college students for special library 
work. > Entitled Something Special and 
This Might Be You, they are available in 
quantities free upon request to Special Li- 
braries Association, 31 E. Tenth St., New 
York City 3. i 


British East Africa 


A KIT of twenty-four posters, 13” by 16”, 
has been offered free by the British Infor- 
mation Services. Depicting the exports, 
history, education, advancement, govern- 
ment, etc., of British East Africa, the post- 
ers are photographically illustrated. 
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Requests for this kit, or to be put on 
the free mailing list for future similar kits, 
should be addressed to British Information 
Services, 30 Rockefeller Plaza, New York 
City 20. 


Business Aids 


GorNcG intro Business, a bibliography 
of practical aids to the small businessman, 
is the theme of the May-Jüne issue of the 
New York Public Library's Branch Li- 
brary Book News. Special problems pe- 
culiar to small business, basic books on 
general business management, a classified 
list of references on major retail trades in ` 
service establishments in the New York 
City region, and a classified list of thirty 
trade journals in the field of small business 
are included. 

The list may be purchased for 106 from 
the Public Relations Department, New 
York Public Library, 476 Fifth Ave., New 
York City 18. 


International Planning 


ZONTA INTERNATIONAL informs us that 
a major aspect of their program is the 
stimulation of interest in international ac- 
tivities within their local chapters. - It is 
suggested that librarians utilize this interest 
by getting in touch with local Zonta Club 
officials whenever international projects are 
planned. 


New Orleans Library Directory 

Tue New Orleans Library Club has spon- 
sored a directory of Libraries of New Or- 
It contains photographs of some of 
the libraries and is divided into various types, 
each of which mentions the staff, gives a 
short history, and names the outstanding 
collections. ' 

Copies may be purchased for $1 from 
W. D. Postell, librarian, L.S.U. School of 
Medicine, 1542 Tulane Ave., New Orleans 
13. 


leans. 





THE POST 


From British Visitor 


TO THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY: 

After the concentrated program you .ar- 
ranged for us in Chicago, I thought we should 
inevitably ease off, and that I should have time 
to write to you before we sailed for home. 
But the farther we went the busier we be- 
came. The result was that I could not write 
to you, as I had hoped; from somewhere in 
the states. 

Without your help, not only should we have 
seen only a fraction of what we actually saw, 
but we should not have known even how to 
see that fraction, and so should have seen 
nothing at all—which sounds rather Irish. 

Our visit to the states was a wonderful 
experience, and most profitable, for every- 
where everybody put themselves out to make 
it so. Coming from a country where we try 
to make things last as long as possible 
(especially our clothes just now!) you can 
imagine how we enjoyed the professional 
spirit which caused people to apologize for 
buildings, put up as long ago as after the last 
war (!), as too old to have any lessons to 
teach us. i 

We certainly learned much and are much 
better prepared to face the problems that 
await us round the very next corner, for the 
war can’t last much longer; the last bomb has 
already fallen, I hope, and we are looking 
forward already to beginning the rehabilitation 
of our library and museum. 

Henry Thomas 
Keeper of the Printed Books 
British Museum 


A Layman's Advice on Libraries 


TO THE CITY MANAGER, TROIS RIVIERES, QUE-. 


BEC: 

-I am glad to send you under separate cover 
, 85 a two months’ loan from our library a 
very excellent pamphlet entitled Post-War 
Standards for Public Libraries, a publication 
of the American Library Association. I be- 


1 This letter was written in reply to a request for 
advice on the advisability of subscribing $10,000 
toward the establishment of a city library. The project 
in Trois Riviéres is sponsored by a number of semi- 
public organizations, clubs, parish priests, etc., who 
are obtaining subscriptions from individuals and groups 
in the city.—Eprror. 


. Communications to or 


from A.L.A. Members 





lieve that this is the best and most up-to-date 
publication. available on the entire subject of 
public libraries, but of course a great deal 
more detailed information is available on 
special subjects. For example, beginning on 
page 33 you will find reference to several 
books which go into great detail on the 
administration of public libraries. 

For the last decade or so there has been a 


very noticeable trend in cities in the United 


States toward strengthening cultural activi- 
ties, and considerable emphasis has been put 
on public libraries. Some cities are planning 
new public library buildings as war me- 
morials. If Three Rivers does not have a 
public library it would certainly seem to be 
within reason for the city to contribute 
$10,000 toward this purpose, but only on the 
condition that the library would be under the 
control and direction of the city government. 
Other organizations of various 'types could 
continue to assist in financing the library and 
perhaps could be represented om an advisory 
board. Here in the states most public librar- 
ies are managed under the direction of a li- 
brary board appointed by the chief executive 
of the city. For more information along this 
line I refer you to pages 34 to 41 of the 
pamphlet that I am sending you. 

I am also taking the liberty of sending a 
copy of your letter to the American Library 
Association with Headquarters here in this 
city, together with a copy of my reply to 
you, with the hope that they might want to 
write you further in regard to your library 
problem. 'The A.L.A. staff is familiar with 
the differences between Canada and United 
States and may offer some more specific sug- 
gestions. 

Criarence E. Ripley, Director 

International City Managers! Association 


Libraries in Wills 


TO THE EDITOR: 

I am compiling a review of wills establish- 
ing or affecting libraries and would appreciate 
receiving copies of such wills together with 
any existing account of the results obtained. 
WALTER Pickart 
607 Broadway 


Gary, Ind. 
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Wants and Offers 


Notices of wants and offers are accepted 
from institutional members only. Such li- 
braries are allowed fifteen lines of type per 
year free. The next five lines are one dollar; 
each additional five lines thereafter are seventy- 
five cents. 


` P. and H. Bliss, Middletown, Conn., wants: 
A.L.A. Bulletin, v. 4, no.' 35 v. 5, no. 5. 


State Library and Museum, Harrisburg, 
Pa, Alfred Decker Keator, director, wants: 
Hospital Book Guide, January 1940; Journal 
of Documentary Reproduction, Spring 1938. 


Union College Library, Lincoln 6, Neb., 


Floda V. Smith; librarian, wants: Newsweek 
V. 2, 3; 4 


Public Library of Cincinnati, Chalmers 
Hadley, librarian, offers for cost of trans- 


portation: Brockhaus Conversations Lexikon, 
1884. 


Colorado A. & M. College Library, Fort 
Collins, James G. Hodgson, librarian, offers 
for 154: Steinel’s History of Agriculture in 
Colorado, 1926. 


Public Library, Merrick, L.L, N.Y., Mrs. 
Eveline Macfarland, librarian, wants A meri- 
can Public Library Buildings by Wheeler and 
Githens, 1941. 


Positions 


I 


Wanted: Position of state librarian, Texas 
State Library, available September i. Salary, 
$5000. Applications (which will be treated as 
confidential if desired) should be addressed to 
Mrs. Herbert Gambrell, secretary, Texas Li- 
brary and Historical Commission, 3543 Univer- 
sity, Blvd., Dallas 5. State qualifications, edu- 
cation, age; inclose photograph. (Limited to 
men who have had at least one year's training 
in a library school and three years’ experience 
as head or assistant of high rank in a free 
public or institutional library.) Desirable quali- 
fications: interest or experience in historical ar- 
chives, legislative reference service, state-wide 
library welfare; capable administrator with 
vision for long-range program and realistic 
practicality in attaining goals. 


Wanted: Junior Librarians. There are two 
vacancies in the City of Dearborn Public Library 
for those accredited library school graduates who 
are prepared for (1) circulation and reference 
work, (2) children's work. Age limit, 35 years. 
Beginning salary, $2482 with annual increments 
to $2922; promotional opportunities to a maxi- 
mum of $3362; retirement system; positions are 
in classified civil service. For additional infor- 
mation and applications, write or call the De- 
partment of Personnel, City Hall, Dearborn, 
Mich. 





Wanted: Children's librarian to work in ex- 
tension department (salary, $1600 plus ro per 
cent bonus) and assistant cataloger who would 
spend part time in the adult circulation depart- 
ment (salary, $1675 plus ro per cent bonus); 
Greenwich Library, Greenwich, Conn. Give 
references, education, and experience. 


Wanted: SCHOOL LIBRARIANS AND 
CATALOGER. Librarians for one junior high, 
two elementary schools -of Chicago suburb; 
experience in children’s or school work essential. 
Salary open. Supervisor of children’s catalog- 
ing, $1920-$2100. Experience in work with 
children essential. All require L.S. degree. A22. 


Wanted: Assistant librarian for reference 
library of chemical firm, New York City. Li- 
brary school graduate preferred for cataloging, 
classification, and reference work, Knowledge 
of chemistry and German helpful Five-day 
week. Starting salary, $165 a month. A23 ` 


Wanted: By Seattle Public Library and King 
County Public Library (Washington), profes- 
sional assistants in several departments. Vacan- 
cies for children’s*librarians and a field worker, 
also reference and branch assistants. In applying 
give detailed educational qualifications and ex- 
perience. Enclose picture. 





Notices by A.L.A. personal or institutional members will be inserted for a charge of fifty cents 
a line; minimum, one dollar and a half. Deadline: tenth of month preceding publication. Payment 
should not be made until statement is sent from the Bulletin office. 
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Lr. J. Pertam Danton, U. S. Navy 
General Assistant, 1930-33 
Assistant 10 Executive Secretary, 


1933-35 





Pre. Douarp Bunton, U. S. Army 
Assistant Shipping Clerk, 1943-44 
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CPL. ROBERT W. POWELL, 





Tuomas MATTICK, Y 2/c, U. S. Navy 


Office Boy, 1937-41 
Assistant Bookkeeper, 1941-42 


Members of the A.L.A. Headquar- 
ters staff, either before or at the time 
of induction, who will soon be re- 
SSA as turning to their 
peacetime pur- 
suits. Photo- 
graphs of other 
former staff 
members were 
unavailable. 
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U. S. ARMY 
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Scr. WiLiaM H. Havcoop, 
U. S. ARMY 
Executive Assistant in Library 
Cooperation with Latin America 


Project, 1939-40 








The Adult Education Board and Board of Education for! O; i 
Librarianship Offer This Thought-Provoking Contribution | 
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Preparation. for Library 
Adult Education 


“(HE POSTWAR WORLD is here with its projected plans for an extensive adult educa- 
tion program. Curriculum revision seems to be on the agenda of all library 
school faculties at this time, and it therefore seems not only desirable but of the 

utmost importance to have an exchange of ideas between the practitioner and the instruc- 
tor. The following articles, sponsored by the Subcommittee on Library School Curricula 
of the Adult Education Board, are a first gesture in this direction, but it is hoped that 
further discussion will take place at a not too distant date. 


OR TWENTY-FIVE YEARS adult educa- 
f F tice, as a function of the public library, 
hds been fully discussed by leaders inside 
and outside of the library profession, and 
its almost limitless potentialities are gener- 
ally accepted in theory if not in practice. 
During this period there has been a great 
deal of interest and activity. Actual in- 
terpretation of library adult education, 
however, has varied from the specialized 
services of a readers adviser to the vague 
generalization that all library service to 
adults is adult education. Despite the fact 
that many libraries have developed effective 
services to adults, the level of performance 
lags far behind the objectives set by such 
recognized authorities as Alvin S. Johnson 
and William S. Learned. Have not our 
achievements to date been largely in the 
field of good public relations rather than 
genuine education? Good public relations 
are of the utmost importance as they set the 


Miriam D. TOMPKINS 
ANNE M. Boyp 
Sicr A. Epor, Chairman 


stage for the educational program which 
the library alone among community insti- 
tutions is peculiarly qualified to give. But 
a truly educational program calls for ex- 
pert leadership—and leadership requires a 
type of special training which is not now ` 
provided by the majority of library schools 
in the first-year curriculum. 

The starting point for such a program is 
more careful selection of, students. Cyril 
O. Houle, in his challenging article “A 
Community Program for Education,"* says 
that "the preservice education of librarians 
[should be] reoriented around educational 
lines . . . [and] courses in philosophy, psy- 
chology, methods of teaching, and sociology 
[should be  prerequisites.]" Although 
courses in sociology, psychology, and, oc- 
casionally, education, are now recommended 

ł? Houle, Cyril O. “A Community Program for 
Education." In Carnovsky, Leon, and Martin, Lowell 
A. eds. The Library in the Community, Chicago, 


University of Chicago, 1944, p. 141 (University of 
Chicago Studies in Library Science). 
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prerequisites of most library schools, a 
knowledge of languages is usually the only 
requirement.’ But even for properly quali- 
fied students, a one-year curriculum is not 
sufficient. Maturity, experience, and con- 
tinual in-service training are indispensable. 


A Major Objective 


lo SCHOOLS are not, however, ab- 


solved from their responsibility in the 
preparation of adult educators, and to say 
that adult education is a function of all 
courses in the curriculum is to evade the 
issue and to make adult education a by- 
product rather than the major objective 
that it is. Definite measures are required 
to insure consideration of subject matter 
basic to competent performance in library 
adult education. Data obtained in a study 
made in 1943? show that only eight of the 
twenty-three library schools replying to a 
questionnaire had, at that time, introduced 
- courses devoted wholly to such subject mat- 
ter. The same questionnaire revealed a 
tendency on the part of librarians to back 
away from responsibilities demanding ini- 
tiative and aggressive leadership, such as 
organizing and leading discussion groups or 
utilizing newer methods of communication, 
and to register marked disapproval of at- 
tempts to cope with such problems as read- 
ing disability. This last objection seems 
especially difficult to accept, as an under- 
standing of the reading process is basic for 
those engaged in promoting the dissemina- 
tion of ideas through print. It is the con- 
sensus of the Subcommittee on Library 


? Edge, Sigrid A. “Preparation for Library Adult 
Education," New York City, Columbia University, 
1943. (Unpublished thesis.) 


* 
F WE WOULD ever justify our existence, or 
even begin to fulfil our obligations to 
society in the postwar world, a complete 
revision of library school instructional meth- 
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School Curricula that specific subjects 
which must be taught include the follow- 
ing: the structure and organization of 
communities ; the aims and objectives of edu- 
cational groups in communities; principles 
and methods of coordinating group educa- 
tional activities. These furnish the basic 
structure, but to help people to educate 
themselves, knowledge of the psychology of 
the reader and of the reading process is 
essential. Familiarity with all that is now 
known of how, what, and why people read, 
and the desire and ability to promote fur- 
ther study of such problems, would seem . 
to be the librarian's special responsibility. 

Some library school faculties express dis- 
couragement over such a program because 
of the limited opportunities available for 
competent graduates. If library school cur- 
ricula are to be revised to include essential 
subjects, then libraries must be revised to 
provide positions which, will utilize this type 
of education. Moreover, such positions re- 
quire titles more accurately descriptive than 
"circulation assistants" and "readers advis- 
ers.” Library service is not a retreat from 
responsibilities but a challenge which calls 
for the best effort from the best people. Ca- 
pable people will only be attracted by actual 
demonstrations of the creative opportunities 
which libraries are potentially equipped tu 
offer. 
Miriam D. Tompkins, Assistant Professor 
School of Library Service 
Columbia University 
New York City 


Sicr» A. Ence, Assistant Professor 
School of Library Science 

Simmons College 

Boston 


* 
ods is imperative. Realizing this, I have 
been watching with interest recent library 
school graduates’ adjustments to their first 
positions. Each of several typical repre- 
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sentatives of different library schools, highly 
recommended as trained librarians, was at 
a loss for several months to cope with any 
situation which did not fall neatly within 
the category of the theoretical training re- 
ceived. One went so far as to tell us we 
did everything wrong, because "it was not 
the way he learned routines at library 
school." 

Today we are emphasizing service and 
the by-passing of unnecessary statistical 
forms and time-consuming routines, so li- 
brary school instruction must necessarily be 
revised and revitalized. Even before a 
change in curriculum, we must change the 
concept that library work is a haven for 
“the maimed, the halt, and the eccentric, by 
more selectivity on the part of library 
schools and a more ethical approach toward 


the evaluation of abilities in making recom- 


mendations. No library school or employer 
should continue to give an unqualified 
recommendation of a candidate for a posi- 
tion if the individual is not worthy of that 
consideration. 


Experience Required 


S A FIRST PREREQUISITE for the revision 
A of library science instruction, I would 
suggest an absolute entrance requirement of 
library experience sufficient to give the po- 
tential student a good basic concept, of actual 
library work. Similarly, throughout the 
entire course, I would have a laboratory 
system of instruction on the Antioch prin- 
ciple. 

Second, I would recommend the aboli- 
tion of the old lecture method and the 
revitalization of instruction through panel 
discussions or symposiums by experts in the 
fields to be covered. This, naturally, should 
be followed by extensive question periods. 
Actual library problems should be worked 
out in preference to the continual repeating 
of hypothetical ones manufactured solely 
for classroom, use. 


A new course in general psychology for 
librarians must be created. Library school 
graduates should know. how to handle a 
casual relationship. I know of no existing 
course which specifically prepares our po- 
tential librarians to get along with the 
public. In librarians must be instilled an 
awareness of age groups, of educational and 
social levels, of working standards. They 
must learn how to evaluate a situation 
adroitly, how to probe, impersonally, the 
mind of the patron so that the information 
furnished actually does fulfil the needs often 
so inarticulately expressed. 


New Approach to Public Relations 


NEW APPROACH to the treatment of 
A public relations must be made by li- 
brary schools. This field of activity is far 
more than just publicity. It is an earnest 
endeavor to cooperate with every individual, 
club, or organization in a community, and to 
positively identify the library with every 
worthwhile activity., A symposium by a 
sociologist, journalist, artist, printer, and 
speech instructor would partially' satisfy 
the needs. This should be supplemented 
by discussions of actual library conditions, 
led by librarians working in various fields 
of specialization. 

We must face the fact that there has been 
an increasing tendency to overlook the pro- 
fessionally trained librarian in filling many 
prominent library positions. The technical 
training now provided by our library 
schools has too long ignored the most im- 
portant factor in successful library work— 
human relationships. We must begin now 
to educate for a profession, not merely for 
a job. We must attract to this profession 
those who can and will be both articulate 
and active in their community relationships. 


Donato W. KOHLSTEDT, Librarian 
Grand Rapids Public Library 
Grand Rapids, Mich. 
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HEN Alvin S. Johnson threw down 
V V the challenge that the library should 
“boldly take to itself the leadership in adult 
education which it alone is capable of de-. 
veloping,” many librarians were skeptical. 
Many still are. Librarians contend that 
their approach is primarily through the indi- 
vidual reader of print. ‘They realize that 
a complete adult education program involves 
activity with groups and with media other 
than print, and they shun the infinite 
amount of hard work involved in organiz- 
ing and publicizing group activity. A ma- 
jor defect in Johnson's book is that he failed 
to relate this important fact with the li- 
brary function. 


Existing Groups 


E LIBRARIANS had to take the leadership 
in organizing the groups through which 
adult education could take place, the task 
would indeed be a formidable one. But 
they need not. . In every community, ac- 
cording to its size, scores or thousands of 
groups already exist, already conducting 
some kind of adult education—club women, 
with whom the readers adviser soon gets 
acquainted, write papers; service clubs have 
speakers; P.T.A. groups meet to talk about 
their children; labor unions discuss wages 
and working conditions; church groups have 
a definite interest in social as well as re- 
ligious topics. When one considers the 
enormous problems—not only the national 
and international, but the local problems— 
which face every community, the programs 
of these groups add up to far less than that 
necessary to make our democratic way fully 
effective. 

These groups want to do better; they 
need help. Their programs are usually the 
responsibility of the chairman of the pro- 
gram committee, who has taken the job 
only because he did not know how to refuse. 
He builds his program by inquiring of his 
friends and by other equally haphazard 
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methods. If, at the library, a desk or de- 
partment existed for exactly such needs as 
his, he would use it. : 

Such a service is entirely feasible. It has 
proved itself in a large city like Cleveland; 
it is making rapid progress in a smaller city 
like Akron. How does it function? Sim- 
ply by discovering the need; compiling, with 
the aid of the patrons, a list of speakers 
who are available locally; making a catalog 
of, or a collection of, educational films; and, 
most important, selecting a series of sig- 
nificant topics for study. The group ad- 
viser will discuss with the client the interests 
of his group and will lay out for him a 
series of programs, including a proper bal- 
ance of films, speakers, and panel discus- 
sions, not forgetting a list of books and 


perhaps a display or two. It is the readers 
:adviser's technique with books and individ- 


ual readers translated into topics, speakers, 
films, and discussion methods with groups. 
It is difficult to overestimate the effect 
which such a service, properly organized 
and publicized, would have on the group 
activities of a community and, consequently, 
on the education of its adults. 

It will be said: “We are already doing 
this." I must insist that in few libraries 
is It properly centered in a special place with 
special personnel. 


Personnel and Training 


HAT SORT of personnel and what 
training is needed? In the space left 
to me I can make only a few general state- 
ments. Certainly, the staff must have a 
thorough understanding of the forces which 
mold our society and of the nature and psy- 
chology of different groups, a sincere and en- 
thusiastic interest in people and their group 
activities, and a readers adviser's knowledge 
of basic books. Courses in sociology and 
allied fields would be highly desirable as 
prerequisite to the library school course. 
Library schools should set up courses in 


- 
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the techniques of group advisory service. 
This would include methods of working 
with different groups, program building, 
specific information on sources of films and 


transcriptions, and the management of these ' 


materials. Attention should be given to 
means of promotion, including methods of 
reaching groups and organizing institutes. 


x 


HE POSTWAR PROGRAM of the Adult 

Education Board implies an emphasis 
upon the disseminating rather than the col- 
lecting function of the library. Dissemina- 
tion is not a passive process. On the part 
of the librarian, it requires problem-solving 
ability, flexibility, the exercise of skills, and 
the expenditure: of considerable strength, 


energy, and ingenuity. The posing of prob- ` 


lems inherent in library adult education 
and the training in the requisite skills are 
indubitably functions of the schools. It 
seems unlikely that training suitable for 
those who' are going to serve in the capacity 
of adult education or reading experts can 
be given in the framework of the basic cur- 
riculum as it now exists. 

A beginning toward courses providing 
training, usually entitled Adult Education 
and Adult Reading Guidance, has already 
been made in many schools, and new de- 
velopments might stem from these. Ob- 
vious possibilities are: (1) Discussion 
methods. This should. include discussion 
principles and methods—as well as a chance 
to participate in a number of discussions— 
relating them to books, films, and record- 
ings, and stressing techniques for getting 
other people to talk. (2) Publicity. ‘There 
might be a question as to the place of such 
acourse. It seems justifiable as an effective 
method of disseminating ideas. The pos- 
sibilities of exhibits as a way of making 
people aware of the bearing of books upon 
human life appear to be practically un- 
touched. A good exhibit says something, 


* 
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Before we can be very specific about the 
educational needs of such work, we must 
know our objectives. It is important for 
libraries to proceed at once in exploring and 
experimenting in the field of group advisory 
service. ' 

R. Russett Monn, Librarian 
Akron Public Library 


* 


and we do not appear to be adept at saying 
anything in terms of our own media; we 
exploit the media instead. (3) Reading 
and personality. The writer frankly dis- 
likes the title but is unable to produce a 
better one. The content of this course 
would include not only consideration of 
personality but would dwell upon the dy- 
namic content of books in relation to the 
lives of human beings. Although this is 
done to some extent in book selection 
courses, it is really the essence of advisory 
work and,could be developed into a kind 
of teaching enormously stimulating to both 
student and instructor. It does not matter 
whether thé books be old or new—both 
Plato and Arthur Koestler are explosive 
writers. The case history approach might 
be used, working from the reading of the 
student, or, if that proved too difficult, life 
history materials might be utilized. ‘The 
work now done in the exploratory course 
at Sarah Lawrence College? might prove 
to be suggestive here. It may be that 
courses and instructors outside of the schools 
might prove more useful to the future 
specialist in adult education than will our 
own. 

Recognition of the fact that we are train- 
ing not for a job but for a profession might 
help us toward a clearer realization that, 
though all libraries have some basic needs 
in common, all their needs are not identical. 

1 Raushenbush, Esther. Literature for Individual 
Education. New York City, Columbia University 


Press, 1942. 254p. (Sarah Lawrence College Publica- 
tions, No. 1.) 
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Effective training for a single job might be 
given, but that is not the function of pro- 
fessional schools. Unless the library profes- 
sion at large believes that it has reached a 
final solution of all of the problems in- 
volved in its disseminating function and 
has established a pattern of service for all 
time, we cannot teach entirely in terms of 


* 


T HERE IS PROBABLY a general acceptance 
of the statement in the Post-War 
Standards for Public Libraries which says 
that the public library should assemble, pre- 
serve, and organize materials and promote 
their use through stimulation and guidance. 
Theoretically, that is what we are doing. 
But do the facts parallel our theories? Isn’t 


it true that, to a large extent, our training, ` 


organizational structure, and institutional 
programs are weighted toward the infor- 
mation, reference, and research services, 
which have their base in concrete tasks im- 
plied in "assemble, preserve, and organize”? 

We justify our requests for funds and 
base our oft-repeated assertions that we are 
an instrument for the creation of a social 
intelligence on the fact that our service is a 
large, popular service which makes its im- 
pact through the home loan of books. If 
we are this educational agent, we must 
become more successful in the abstruse tasks 
implied in the terms "stimulation and guid- 
ance. We believe these efforts must be 
the very core of the so-called popular home 
reading or circulation services. This should 
be apparent in a vigorous program which 
should be evaluated in terms other than 
those noted in circulation statistics. 

'There are many indications that such a 
program is the goal of various-sized li- 
. braries, and there must be ready recognition 
of the fact that staffs are being built to 
carry on such a program. However, the 
extent to which it will become general and 


H 
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contemporary library conditions. 'l'o do so 
would be to limit ourselves to a behavior 
pattern which we believe to be: not wholly 
effective. 


'EvALENE Parsons Jackson, Associate 


Professor 
Emory University Library School 
Emory University, Ga. 


* 


the pace at which it will move will be de- 
termined by three elements. They are: 


a. Library school training which recognizes: 
1. That adult education cannot remain 

a specialty to be practiced by a few. 
2. That the basic principles of adult 


: education must underlie the general subjects 


and have meaning for special subjects in- 
cluding children's work. 

b. Adequate in-service training of present 
staffs. 

c. The attitude and interest of administra- 
tors and subadministrators. 


There is a definite relationship between 
à and b. Library schools should not 
be asked to train people unless suitable op- 
portunities are waiting for them. Such 
opportunities are dependent on an institu- 
tional program, and that program has to be 
carried forward, at least in part, by those 
trained in the same library schools a num- 
ber of years ago—some of whom have been 
developed to make a real contribution to 
such a program. They also contribute a 
knowledge of books which comes only from 
working with books, and lack of this knowl- 
edge is a handicap to new assistants for 
several years. It is equally necessary that 


_ they know and understand the library’s or- 


ganization and have a working knowledge 
of the groups in the community. A limited, 
special training, valuable as it is, must be 
supplemented with experience. However, 
the well-trained new graduate will eventu- 
ally find good opportunities and will hasten 
the full development of the program. 
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We believe that this concurrent training 
in library schools and libraries will pro- 
duce staffs equal to the requirements of 
such a program. This personnel should be 
schooled in a positive philosophy on'the im- 
portant social significance of the library's 
educational usefulness; it should have some 
understanding of the psychological and emo- 
tional drives operating on the individual, 
:and an awareness of the economic, social, 
and cultural forces at work within the 
community; it should be motivated by a 
sense of the potential power for social good 
represented in the wise use of properly se- 
lected books and allied materials; it should 
not be bound by earlier concepts that stem 
from a less positive, almost laissez-faire 
philosophy ; it should be a resource and aid 
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‘in the planning activities of the community ; 


it should have a knowledge and under- 
standing of the readers adviser's service. 
Ultimately, it is the viewpoint of the ad- 
ministrators which will determine the tempo 
of change and the character of the institu- 
tional program. Only the professional or- 
ganizations, national and state, have very 
direct avenues for influencing the thinking 
of those who formulate policies. Therefore, 
it is very important that A.L.A. assume its 
responsibility in this field and make adequate 
arrangements at Headquarters for work 
which can only be done there. If this is not 
done, there will be a slow march forward, 
regardless of the efforts of the interested. 
Ruru RUTZEN, Assistant Librarian 
Detroit Public Library 





One, TWO, THREE! 


N PauL Howarp’s APPOINTMENT as Washington representative of American li- 

brarians we have the first tangible evidence of the eventual success of the Library . 

Development Fund Campaign which is being so loyally supported by librarians, trustees, 
and friends of libraries. 

From the vantage point of the development fund desk this campaign looks. like a 
veritable race. Arkansas, Iowa, Louisiana, North Dakota, Utah, and Washington have 
reached the finish line and have not even paused for breath. They really seem to be on 
their way around the track again, for each is far over its quota. Puerto Rico has finished, 
too, with flags flying—a full 100 per cent. 

Michigan is pulling a little ahead of Oregon, and we are wondering which will come 
in first. Michigan is 96 per cent, four points ahead, but the score changes daily. 

New Mexico and Hawaii are neck and neck—go per cent each. We'll have to watch 
the date lines to settle this fairly, because the Pacific mails are so irregular just now., 

Missouri, Ohio, Texas, and Vermont are all in a huddle in third place. We want to 
‘see who will take the bit in his teeth and pull ahead first. 

Some states were slow in starting; so the campaign has been extended into the fall. 
'The important thing is to reach everyone everywhere. 

On August 15 the fund totaled $67,340.48, and contributions big and little come in each 
day. The pledges represent sacrifice on the part of all who give, sacrifice and faith that 
the vision of good, nationwide library service will become a reality. 

Have you signed your contribution card? Why not.send it to your local solicitor or 
state direétor today? i : 

MURIEL ERNESTINE Perry, Executive Assistant 
L.D.F. Committee 
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4 Report on the Progress and Purposes 
of the A.L.A.’s Newest Division 


The Public Libraries Have a Division" 


Amy WINSLOW 


ES, the public libraries have a divi- 

Y sni without much fan- 
fare and not yet very noisy. But 
along with the college and reference librar- 
ians, the catalogers and classifiers, the chil- 
dren's, school, and “Y.P.” librarians, the 
trustees, the extension librarians, and the 
hospital librarians, we are now able, if we 
choose, to play in a corner by ourselves. — . 
'The American Library Association en- 
courages democratic self-expression. Its 
new Constitution, approved on June 23, 
1941, provides that any group of three 
hundred or more members interested in the 
same general field of activity may organize 
as a division upon recommendation of the 
Committee on Divisional Relations and by 
vote of the Council. "The Constitution fur- 
ther provides for an allocation of mem- 
bership dues, a maximum degree of 
self-management, and for adequate repre- 





(Miss Wiwstow , is librarian of the Cuyahoga 
County Library, Cleveland, a member of the A.L.A. 
Executive Board, and president of the Division of 
Public Libraries. She attended Earlham College, the 
New York State Library School, and the Graduate 
Library School of ,the University of Chicago, and 
taught for a short time in the Union City, Ind., high 
school, Her library experience has included various 
positions in the branches of the Carnegie Library of 
Pittsburgh, the Iowa State College Library, the Indian- 
apolis Public Library, the A.L.A., the Enoch Pratt 
Free Library, and the Cleveland Public Library. 
She has been a frequent contributor te professional 
periodicals and is the joint author of Modern Aladdins 
and Their Magic. 








sentation on the Council of the A.L.A. A 
division, therefore, may not only paddle 
its own canoe, but retains a voice in the af- 
fairs of the parent organization. Its indi- 
vidual members'do not cease to be members 
of the A.L.A. They participate in election 
of its officers, they may serve on its boards 
and committees, and they may contribute, 
protest, and vocalize to the full extent of 
their individual inclination and capacity. 

The Division of Public Libraries has 
therefore come into being. Why so late? 
The answer to that question is merely that 
we did not ask for it. The A.L.A. does no 
instigating—the formation of a division is 
entirely a democratic process, having its in- 
centive in the grass roots. In the case of 
public libraries, there was no existing 
nucleus, as was true of other groups which 
organized earlier. Our interests were 
represented in many round tables and sec- 
tions; we did not think of ourselves as a 
public librarians’ “group.” Carl Vitz was 
perhaps our first “grass root.” It was largely 
through his interest and effort, ably abetted 
by Wayne Shirley as chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Divisional Relations, that a peti- 
tion from nearly 1200 members was pre- 
sented to the Council in March 1944, 
requesting approval of a division of public 
libraries. 

Mr. Vitz, in order to start the machinery, 
appointed a committee to draft a temporary 
constitution. Under its provisions an or- 
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ganizational meeting was held on Oct. 15, 
1944, following the meeting of the A.L.A. 
Council. : 

The temporary constitution provided 
that the then existent round tables of the 
A.L.A. might become sections of the new 
division upon indication of interest. Eight 
sections, therefore, were in at the start, and 
their chairmen became provisional directors 
of the division. The sections to date are 
as follows: Adult Education; Branch Li- 
brarians; Business and Technology; Lend- 
ing; Librarians of Large Public Libraries; 
Order and Book Selection; Service Librar- 
ians; and Small Libraries. The board of 
directors, therefore, includes representatives 
of various interests and types of libraries. 
Small libraries and Canadian libraries have 
a spokesman in the person of Annie I. 

` Hume, Willistead Library, Windsor, Ont., 
Canada. Librarians with special subject 
interests in the fields of business and tech- 
nology are represented by Milton A. 
Drescher, of the Milwaukee Public Li- 
brary; service librarians, by Isabel DuBois, 
of the Bureau of Naval Personnel, U.S. 
Navy Department. [Instead of repeating 
here all names of officers and the board of 
directors, the reader is referred to the 
ALA. Handbook, Dec. 15, 1944, p. H- 


47-48. (See also p. 277.) 


Provisional Officers 


ROVISIONAL OFFICERS were elected at 
P the organizational meeting to serve until 
formal elections could take place in connec- 
tion with the next national conference. Lack 
of such a conference threatens to transform 
these hapless individuals into officers in per- 
petuity. 

Getting under way without benefit of 
"confer-ence" has presented difficulties. 
Group discussion of objectives, needed proj- 
ects, and long-range planning is greatly 
needed. However, a considerable amount 
of machinery is in motion. A committee to 
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study and define groups and interests and 
to draw up a plan of organization has de- 
liberated and reported to the board of direc- - 
tors. This committee (Richard B. Sealock, 
chairman) confronted several complex 
problems. Many special interests, now or- 
ganized as round tables or meeting at 
A.L.A. conferences in informal discussion 
groups or finding expression through A.L.A. 
committees, are found in public libraries. 
Whether these should organize as sections 
of the Division of Public Libraries or 
whether many of them might find satisfac- 
tion in more informal group discussions or 
through the establishment of round tablés 
within the division, is a question requiring 
further careful exploration and discussion. 
A multiplicity of sections would result in an 
unwieldy board of directors, a dissipation 
of funds if allocations are made to each sec- 
tion, and an increasing number of possibly 
overlapping committees if each section uses 
its authority to create its own committees. 
‘There was a strong feeling on the part of 
the Sealock committee that we should not 
immediately freeze the pattern of sectional 
organization but should allow time for 
group discussions at the next general con- 
ference. 

A Committee on Constitution and By- 
Laws (Carl Vitz, and later, Richard B. 
Sealock, chairman) has drawn up a tenta- 
tive draft of a permanent constitution which 
has been approved by the board of direc- 
tors. This will be submitted to the mem- 
bers of the division well before the next 
national conference, at which time it will 
be submitted for vote. A Publications 
Committee (R. Russell Munn, chairman) 
is investigating our needs in the publication 
field and working out procedures of close 
cooperation with the A.L.A. Editorial Com- 
mittee, Finally, a Nominating Committee 
will shortly submit names to members for 
election of our five or six representatives on 


the A.L.A. Council. (The number of such 
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representatives is determined by the size tion will become increasingly complex. It 
of divisional membership.) will be difficult to avoid duplication of ac- 
Just where do we go from here? "That tivities and to resist lone-wolf tendencies. 
is for the members to decide. But, We like to stand alone, but so did the 
first, there must be more members. To United States between two World Wars. 
date, only 1295 A.L.A. members have sig- Isolationism is outmoded on the interna- 
nified their desire to become members of tional scene and, let us hope, among librar- 
the division. At this point let me become ians as well. There are two meanings of 
exhortative—didactic, if you will. There- the word “division.” We can become a 
seems to be a tendency on the part of li- “part” or a “separation.” Let us make our 
brarians to become extremely individualistic stand, not upon our rights, but upon our 
when discussing membership in a national contribution. 
association. “What do I get out of it?” is The members of the division will deter-_ 
a common question. That is a new note, mine its directions and its policies. For the 
and I am willing to open debate on the sub- time being, there is no opportunity for group _ 
ject by opining that a professional association discussion; but each member is urged to ex- 
does not and should not exist for benefit to press himself by letter to any one of the 
the individual, per se. We join with others officers of the division or of the sections. 
in our profession because we believe in li- In this number of the Bulletin (p. 288) an 
braries and because we know that many opportunity is given for you to voice an 
working together can do more for libraries opinion on publication policies. A large 
than each of us can do alone in his own little response will be appreciated and will be 
puddle. It seems to me that this desire to given careful consideration. 
cooperate with others, in maximum numbers 
and strength, is a good barometer of one's 
professional interest. It should be a test for HIS ARTICLE will not be complete with- 
employment. Nonmembership boils down Los mention of the outstanding services 
to stealing a ride. of our elected secretary, Julia Wright Mer- 
As the Division of Public Libraries de- rill. The division has been very fortunate, 
velops, I hope that its officers and its mem- in the organization period, to have a mem- 
bers will keep in mind that it is first of all ber of the A.L.A. Headquarters staff in this 
a part of the American Library Association. crucial position. Her wide experience and 
Under the divisional type of organization, wisdom have been invaluable at every stage 
the problems of integration and coordina- of development. 


Our Executive Secretary 


* * * 


CIENTISTS have measured the mental abilities of all races in the world and have reached 
S this conclusion: given good food, decent environment, and opportunities, any race of 
any color cam achieve mentally as well as any other. ... As the world emerges from the 
war, it will emerge into a new competition of human brains. The most precious resource 
in the world won't be coal or oil. It will be brains; When Hitler dreamed of conquering 
the world, he set his 1000 most brilliant scientists to the task. d came appallingly 
close to making that hell on earth come true. 

From “We Have A Common Cause" 
by Joseph M. Tewinkle 
PNLA Quarterly, January 1945 





On Organizing Community Support for Library Service, 
Sponsored by the Public Relations Committee 


Inspiration, Information, Invitation 


Francis H. HENSHAW 


OMMUNITY SUPPORT is the founda- 
C tion on which the library stands. 

The organization of community 
support for library service, therefore, is not 
a problem to be approached lightly or hap- 
hazardly. 

An analysis of successes and failures in 
organizational efforts shows that there is 
a definite formula for gaining community 
support. ‘This formula has three elements, 
all of which are essential to the success of 
any attempt to organize a community, or 
individual parts thereof, for library service. 
‘The three elements are: Inspiration, Infor- 
mation, Invitation. ‘The proportion - of 
each element in the formula will change 
with different projects, but the successful 
undertaking has all three—and the more 
nearly correct the proportion, the greater 
the success of the project. If the program 
fails, it is safe to assume that one or more 
of these three elements was lacking or that 
the proportions of each were in error. This 
does not mean, of course, that sometimes 








GMr. Hxwsuaw has been librarian of the Berkshire 
Athenaeum, Pittsfield, Mass, since 1934. He has 
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assistant manager of the Childs Restaurant Company. 
Besides the Berkshire Athenaeum, he has been an 
assistant in the Los Angeles Public Library and the 
Queens Borough Public Library. 
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tees ex officio. 


external features, such as war conditions, 
will not knock a carefully developed pro- 
gram into a cocked hat. But, barring such 
external and often unavoidable influences, 
if a carefully nurtured project crumbles 
before the eyes, reappraise the proportions 
of the elements used. Give the three ele- 
ments the symbols of X, Y, and Z respec- 
tively. Perhaps the formula used was 3X 
3Y —Z, which would mean that the proj- 
ect was abundantly fed at the beginning 
and then died of malnutrition. A formula 
of 2X 1Y 3Z might have brought it to 
fruition. 

The application of the basic formula can 
best be illustrated by specific examples from 
our experiences in Pittsfield where the 
Berkshire Athenaeum is the public library. 
It is a corporation established by special’ 
act of the legislature, and its self-perpetuat- 
ing trustees are legally responsible to no 
other authority. Although the city gov- 
ernment has no legal control over the ac- 
tions of the trustees, there is a close 
practical tie to the city administration in 
that the mayor, the city treasurer, and the 
chairman of the school committee are trus- 
Furthermore, over 85 per 
cent of the library's money comes from city 


‘appropriation, and the mayor, as budget- 


maker, has sole authority over the maximum 
amount the library may receive each year 
from the city. The city council may re- 
duce the mayor's appropriation; it cannot 
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increase it. Therefore, while the athe- 
naeum is legally not a city department, its 
well-being and development are dependent 
upon the financial support granted by the 
mayor and city council. : 

In 1934 Pittsfield was feeling the full 
effect of the depression, and the athenaeum’s 
appropriation—never even remotely ade- 
quate—had diminished to the lowest point 
in twelve years. Service was confined to 
the dark and uninviting premises of a build- 
ing the physical inadequacies of which ham- 
pered the work of a staff eager to give 
competent service. It was obvious that 
the community must be organized to support 
the library. 

Inspiration 


w 


The imparting of the idea in such a 
manner as to create a desire for its accom- 
plishment 


The community will respond to vision. 
People want the best for themselves and 
their children. They take pride in their city 
and its organizations. . They are pleased when 
an institution or its personnel achieve recog- 
nition either in the community or in wider 
fields. Inspiration can be achieved by giving 
people an honest picture of the proposed pro- 
gram in such a way that they will realize 
what its successful completion will mean to 
them, their children, and the community. In- 
spiration must be used judiciously, however, 
and must be strongly backed by Information 
and Invitation. 


The trustees were aware of the need for 
reorganization and in the spring of 1934 
they had taken the vital step essential to 
any library development: a survey by com- 
petent authorities. E. Louise Jones and the 
late Frank P. Hill had made a thorough 
study of the situation, and their report had 
had wide ‘circulation in the city. ‘This 
report covered personnel, book collections, 
procedures, building, and finances, and pre- 
sented recommendations for “correction of, 
existing faults and expansion of services 


to the community. This survey was not 
meant as an exact program for future ac- 
tion, nor was it to be followed slavishly 
so that it might become a hindrance rather 
than a help. Rather was it meant as a 
point of departure and a general guide 
which could be referred to from time to 
time as a means of estimating the general 
advance of the library. 


Shock Therapy—A Valuable Tool 


N A SITUATION similar to Pittsfield’s in 
1934, in which community indifference 

is the principal obstacle to be overcome, the : 
use of a shock technique is advisable. After 
a study of the situation, it became clear 
that drastic action was indicated, action 
which would make the entire community 
conscious of the library's problems and cause 
community-wide comment on the library's 
activities. Fortunately, such a provocative 
action was easily initiated. By a relatively 
simple rearrangement of the entire contents 
of the library, it was possible to bring light 
into the center of the building through win- 
dows which existed but had long been ob- 
scured by stacks, to create a pleasant and 
inviting reading room (there had been none 
previously), and to bring about increased' 


ease of administration and efficiency of op- 


eration through rearrangement of the vari- 
ous collections. The library was closed for 
six weeks (in itself a comment-provoking 
action) ; alterations were carried on with 
as much secrecy as possible, yet with a series 
of newspaper stories and occasional pictures 
which were designed not to inform but to 
arouse curiosity; and finally, the library 
reopened with a well-advertised open house 
which brought user and nonuser alike to 
see the results of the transformation. 
“Make no little plans; they have no 
magic to stir men's blood, and probably 
themselves will not be realized. Make 
big plans; aim high in hope and work." 
'These words of Daniel H. Burnham might 
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well be adopted as the slogan of every 
library intent on organizing the community 
for library service. In Pittsfield the 1934 
city appropriation for library service to a 
community of fifty thousand people was 
$23,500. It was openly stated that the 
city could not afford to spend more money 
for library service—the age-old "grass will 
grow in the streets" argument—and the 
fact of the depression was continually to 
the fore. The library had two alternatives: 
(1) Should it ask for a couple of thousand 
dollars for this or that extension of service? 
(2) Should it put its cards on the table and 
ask for $50,000, the minimum per capita 


' amount needed for adequate service to the 


community ? 

. It was decided that the latter was the 
proper course to follow. Hence “they 
laughed" when an honest, unpadded budget 
request, calling for an appropriation of 
$50,000, was submitted to the mayor. Of 
course, it was denied, but two things hap- 
pened: first, because it was an itemized list 
of legitimate requests, it placed the burden 
of denial upon the mayor; second, it gave 
public and official notice of the minimum 
goal’ of the library. ‘The next year a 
similar request was submitted; it was cut 
again but not so deeply. After the mini- 
mum goal had been firmly established in 
both the public and the official mind, only 
relatively small increases were requested 
each year. Each year they have been 
granted without question, until today the 
annual appropriation is $55,000. Our new 
goal is $1.50 per capita. 


Service on a Shoestring 


S A GENERAL RULE, service must precede 
A the appropriations. Too many good 
projects have failed because it was felt that 
funds should be in hand before beginning 
needed service. Our practice of starting 
services on a shoestring and then asking 
for increased appropriations when the ac- 
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tivities have shown their value, has many 
drawbacks and headaches; but our experi- 
ence has shown that it is the surest way of 
bringing about steady development of the 
institution. : 


Information 


Timely and specific knowledge concern- 
ing the idea and its fulfillment—its aims, 
methods, costs, results, and other vital fac- 
tors 


Give the community honest, complete, and 
interesting information about the library’s 
goals: the work in progress, the difficulties, 
the successes, and the failures. The dictum, 
“never underestimate the public’s intelligence 
nor overestimate its information,” is a sound 
guide to the presentation of information. All 
media should be utilized to tell the story 
again, and again, and again, in ever-varied 
ways. 


‘Each medium of publicity—newspaper, 
radio, pamphlet, bookmark, book list, book 
talk, and so on—will appeal to certain areas 
of the community and be utterly lost on 
others. Each has to be tailored to fit its 
audience. Its cost in time, effort, materials, 
and money should be considered carefully. 
There is space to consider only the two 
media of greatest value to the organization 
of the community for library service: news- 
papers and radio. ` 

The library and the newspaper should 
work in closest harmony and partnership, 
for both are selling the same type of serv- 
ices. The newspaper wants stories of hu- 
man interest and features of genuine worth. 
The library can supply both. ; 

The writing of readable news stories is 
an art which the average librarian has not 
acquired. Unless the newspaper requests 
library-written stories, only the facts should 
be given to a reporter for expert treatment. 
We have found that it pays to be entirely 
frank with the press; that statements made 
“off the record" are respected; that news 
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of impending events which should be held 
is held and that, when the story breaks, we 
get better coverage than when a story is 
given at the last minute. Oftentimes, too, 
the trained reporter, sees a valuable news 
story in material which the librarian is apt 
to overlook. 

A weekly book review column and list of 
books added to the Berkshire Athenaeum's 
collections have been features for many 
years. Both items have survived the gen- 
eral paring down required by the paper 
shortage. ‘The book review column pre- 
sents Information supplied by the library 
not only to library patrons but also to book 
readers who are nonusers of the library. 
The book list gives the library users a 
handy list for reference; it also furnishes 
an answer to those borrowers who com- 
plain that the library "never has any new 
books." 

The Berkshire Athenaeum's most impor- 
tant long-range partnership with the Berk- 
shire Evening Eagle is the cooperative film- 
ing of past and present newspaper files. 
The cost is divided equally between the 
library and the newspaper. i‘ 


The Radio 


ADIO is the ideal medium with which 

to sell the library and its services to 

the individual. Only by radio can the li- 
brarian get into the homes of hundreds of 
listeners and tell them his story personally. 
Primarily, the purpose of the Berkshire 
Athenaeum’s radio program is to acquaint 
readers and library users with information 
about new books, authors, records available 
in the record lending collection, and about 
library service in general, and to give non- 
readers and nonlibrary users a program to 
: which they may listen with interest. In 
` the case of records there is ample proof 
that their playing is enjoyéd, especially by 
people without phonographs who have to 
rely on the radio for musical entertainment. 


Only secondarily is the program designed 
to stimulate the circulation of specific books. 
We never forget that our listeners are all 
taxpayers. Therefore, although we do not 
expect many listeners to rush out and read 


-the books or borrow the records, we never 


forget that the program must be sufficiently 
interesting to hold the listener’s attention and 
to convince him that the library is worth the 
tax support he is forced to give it. The pro- 
gram must also be good enough to merit the 
prime time given it by the radio station. In 
brief, radio is an effective medium for pre- 
senting the library's services, for giving. 
people information which they appreciate 
(even though evidence of their appreciation is 
not apparent in immediate circulation in- 
crease), and for presenting an interesting and 
entertaining half-hour to the public in the 
name of the library. It is especially ef- 
fective in giving an understanding of a 
tax-supported institution to the taxpayer 
who is not a book reader or library user 
and who is too often unaware of the pur- 
poses, functions, and values of the public 
library. The radio takes the library's mes- 
sage to many people who can be reached 


' through no other medium. 


Invitation 


The request to individuals, organizations, 
and the community to participate in the 
accomplishment of the work 


Getting the community, or groups within 
it, enthusiastic and informed is not enough. 
Each individual must be made to feel that 
he may have a part in the undertaking and 
that his contribution is valuable and will 
be appreciated, even though his only offering: 
is his annual assessment through taxes. The 
feeling of being a participant in a worthwhile 
project is one of the strongest forces that can 
be put behind the library’s program. 


Efficient, courteous service, given by a: 
staff versed in the social arts, undoubtedly 
is the foundation stone upon which to build 
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effective library service. But personality, 
training, and service are not enough. "The 
day is past when the world will beat a path 
to your door just because you have the 
best mousetrap; too often the world will 
be diverted by the sign your competitor has 
erected in front of your house. The 
advertising of the library's competitors— 
inexpensive magazines, radio, movies, auto- 
mobiles and other modern activities ad 
infinitum—must be met by better ad- 
vertising for the library. Further, if in- 
dividuals and various organizations are 
. already extoling the virtues of your mouse- 
trap, why not organize them and get them 
to sing in unison? It is more harmonious 
and more effective. 
Friends of the Berkshire Athenaeum 
HE TRUSTEES of the Berkshire Athe- 
T had long felt a need for an 
informal, auxiliary group which would 
bring together library patrons for the pur- 
pose of informing them of the services and 
needs of the library and, through them, of 
informing the community, as well as giving 
the patrons an outlet for individual and 
group participation in the development of ' 
their institution. On June 1, 1938, such 
a group, known as the Friends of the Berk- 
shire Athenaeum, was organized on the 
simplest and most informal lines consistent 
with useful service. The Friends have con- 
ducted a survey which covered all phases of 
the library’s services and informed the com- 
munity about what community leaders think 
and expect of the library. They established 
a music and art library (curtailed because 
of war conditions). They collected funds 
for the establishment of several perma- 
nent memorials. They presented Pocket 
BOOKS to service men and women. They 
published (until war conditions forced sus- 
pension) a news bulletin, the Bookmark. 
“They have been largely responsible for the 
establishment of a community branch li- 
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brary. They have held well-attended and 
widely publicized annual meetings. The 
seven-year history of the group has shown 
that it is one of the most valuable assets of 
the library. 

Fears expressed in some quarters that 
the Friends might encroach on trustee pre- 
rogatives or that the group might inter- 
fere with library management are entirely 
groundless. The organization exists by 
virtue of trustee sanction, and its sphere 
of action in the library’s, management is 
limited to suggestion. . To the librarian 
and trustees it has proved that an active 
and intelligently directed Friends group 
can be a strong right arm in developing a 
truly public institution. 


Gifts and Memorials 


DIRECT GIFT of books or money is, per- 
A haps, the most satisfying way of par- 
ticipating in the work of the library. We 
have made it a policy to accept all gifts— 
even the most atrocious results of spring 
cleaning—in the belief that to accept is to 
win a friend; to refuse may make an enemy. 
The widespread belief that utter junk is of 
value to the library is hard to eradicate, 


. and to try to explain that the books grandpa 


chose so carefully are not worth a tinker's 
dam usually creates nothing but distress 
and distrust. We, therefore, accept all 
gifts with equal expressions of gratitude 
and inform the donor that they will be 
segregated for disposal to our collections, 
schools, hospitals, armed services, merchant 
marine, ‘penal institutions, other libraries, 
or salvage. Because of this statement, do- 
nors understand that their valuable contri- 
butions may not appear on our shelves, and 
we have yet to receive complaints concern- 
ing our disposition of unwanted items. 

The Friends have been especially active 
in seeking funds for memorials. Not only 
have they been responsible for the establish- 
ment of several permanent funds, but they 
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have stressed the presentation of the me- 
morial volume in place of funeral flowers. 
This has resulted in many books of special 
value or expense being received. For ex- 
ample, since the first of this year over thirty- 
six memorial books have been received, 
representing a money value of over $1 75. 


Community Calendar of Events 


S PART of its program to keep in regu- 

lar and periodie contact with civic 
and social organizations, the library operates 
a “Community Calendar of Events.” Each 
month a double postcard is sent to organi- 
zations throughout the city, asking them 
to list their events scheduled for the coming 
month. The information obtained is kept 
in a day book in the reference department 
where it can be consulted in person or by 
telephone, by program chairmen who have 
found it useful in avoiding conflicting dates. 
Each month's schedule of events open to 
the public is printed in the local newspaper. 
While this is primarily a service, it is also 
an effective means of letting all organized 
groups in the community know that the 
library is always at their service and that 
their cooperation is essential to the li- 
brary's success. 


Library and the Government 


HE AVERAGE MAN who goes into poli- 

tics is sincerely interested in doing a 
good job. You may question his methods, 
but you will usually find that his motives, 
while mixed, are in the main on the side of 
better service to his constituents. He is 
also very human and wants to feel that ‘his 
interest is appreciated. Oftentimes the li- 
brarian will find that the councilman has 
a better understanding of the community's 


regard for the public library than does the. 


librarian himself. 
In our situation, where the library is not 

a bona fide city. department and where the 

council has no control over the library after 


funds have-been appropriated for its sup- 
port, it is essential that the councilmen be 
made to feel that their interest and under- 
standing are important to the success of the 
library's program. We, therefore, keep the 
councilmen informed of the work and plans 
of the library by personal contact, indi- 
vidual copies of reports, and' ex officio 
membership in the Friends of the Berkshire 
Athenaeum. This cultivation of the 
friendly interest of the city council—invit- 
ing them to participate—is a major feature 
of our general program. 


Participation Works Both Ways 


HE LIBRARIAN and staff have an obli- 

gation to the community to participate 
in worthwhile activities. This does not mean 
that they should be joiners and expend their 
energies in belonging to large numbers of 
special groups. It does mean that library 
personnel should be available for and par: 
ticipate in the work of civic organizations 
and enterprises of community-wide value: 
the Council of Social Agencies, the Com- 
munity Fund, the Red Cross, Boy and Girl 
Scout organizations, bond drives, salvage 
drives, the Veterans Advisory Committee, 
and similar enterprises. By actively sup- 
porting the programs of other organiza- 
tions, the library personnel greatly strength- 
ens the library's invitation to community 
participation in its program. 

While the library must present all sides 
of controversial questions, the librarian and 
the staff should be willing to support causes. 
‘They may be criticized, but they will be 
respected. © 


Warning: Don't Overdo 


RECENT STATEMENT concerning war ` 
A advertising applies equally well to 
drives for library objectives: "Some psy- 
chologists believe that'an already familiar 
slogan embeds itself more deeply and favor- 
ably in our consciousness if it comes to our 
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attention after a lapse of time rather than 
if it is repeatedly flashed before us. If this 
Is true, a rival car may come back after the 
war with the nostalgic appeal of an old- 
time favorite song, whereas De Soto and 
Plymouth may sound like stale tunes arti- 
ficially played in a vain effort to keep them 
on the Hit Parade." Overselling can be 
as fatal as underselling, particularly if the 
project is a long-range one. Well-timed 
rests of suitable duration will enable the 
library to return with new arguments in 
new forms while utilizing the memory of 
the earlier attempts. 


` 
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Inspire, Inform, Invite 


D IuronM, Invrre—these are the 


essential elements in organizing a com- 
munity for library support. The specific 
projects and approaches will vary with the 
community and the problems, and the cor- 
rect proportion of each element éan be 
determined only by special study of the 
particular venture. Whatever the en- 
deavor, however, if the three elements ofthe 
formula are present in their proper propor- 
tions, the chances of failure are remote 
indeed. 


ALA. Division Officers 


FFICERS of the Assdciation of Col- 

O lege and Reference Libraries for 
1945-46 are: president, Blanche 
Prichard McCrum, Wellesley College Li- 
brary, Wellesley, Mass. ; vice president and 
president-elect, Errett Weir McDiarmid, 
University of Minnesota Library, Minne- 
apolis; secretary, Charles V. Park, Central 
Michigan College of Education Library, 
Mount Pleasant; treasurer, Mrs. Vera S. 
Cooper, DePauw University Library, 
Greencastle, Ind.; past-president, Winifred 
Ver Nooy, University of Chicago Li- 
braries; directors-at-large: Ralph Eugene 
Ellsworth, State University of Iowa Li- 
braries, Iowa City; Stanley Pargellis, New- 
berry Library, Chicago; and Eunice Wead, 
goo Asylum Ave., Hartford, Conn. Homer 
Halvorson, Johns Hopkins University Li- 
brary, Baltimore ; and Louise Savage, Alder- 
man Library, University of Virginia, 
Charlottesville, have been elected as the new 
A.C.R.L. representatives on the A.L.A. 
Council for the term 1945-49. : 
The 1945-46 officers of the Division of 
Cataloging and Classification are: 'presi- 


dent, Amelia Krieg, Public Library, 
Seattle; vice president and president-elect, 
Ethel Bond, University of Illinois Library 
School, Urbana; secretary-treasurer, Alice 
E. Phelps, Public Library, Cleveland; 
directors-at-large; Anne Ethelyn Markley, 
Boeing Airplane Company Library, 
Wichita, Kan.; Maurice F. Tauber, Co- 
lumbia University Libraries, New York 
City; Caroline Whittemore, Dartmouth 
College Library, Hanover, N.H. Repre- 
sentatives of the division on the A.L.A. 
Council who were elected this year are: 
Hazel Dean, School of Library Science, 
University of Soüthern California, Los 
Angeles; Bertha M. Schneider, Ohio State 
University Library, Columbus. 

The provisional officers of the Division of 
Hospital Libraries for 1945-46 are: presi- 
dent, Bertha K. Wilson, U.S. Veterans Ad- 
ministration Facility Library, Downey, Ill. ; 
secretary, Mrs. Glyde B. Nielsen, Public 
Library, Minneapolis. 

The officers of the Division of Libraries 
for Children and Young People for 1945-46 
are: president, Elizabeth D. Briggs, Public 
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Library, Cleveland; vice president, Martha 
Manier Parks, School Libraries Division, 
State Department of Education, Nashville, 
Tenn. ; secretary, Marguerite Kirk, Depart- 
ment of Library and Visual Aids, Board of 
Education, Newark; treasurer, Eleanor 
Kidder, Public Library, Seattle. The di- 
vision's newly elected representatives on the 
A.L.A. Council are: Margaret R. Greer, 
School Libraries, and Board of Education 
Library, Minneapolis; Nancy Elizabeth 
Hoyle, School Libraries, State Board of 
Education, Richmond, Va.; Barbara Easton 
Bent, Palo Alto, Calif. 

Provisional officers of the Division of 
Public Libraries elected Oct. 15, 1944, 
are: president, Amy Winslow, Cuyahoga 
County Library, Cleveland; first vice 
president, Martha B. Merrell, Public 
Library, Racine, Wis.; second vice presi- 
dent, Annie I. Hume, Willistead Library, 
Windsor, Ont., Canada; treasurer, Nor- 
dica Fenneman, Public Library, Chicago; 
executive secretary, Julia Wright Merrill, 
American Library Association, Chicago. 
The following provisional directors repre- 
sent the sections indicated : Adult Education, 
Elsie Gordon, Public Library, Detroit; 
Branch Librarians, Mrs. Dorothy T. 
Hagerman, West Side Branch, Public 
Library, Grand Rapids, Mich.; Business 
and Technology, Milton A. Drescher, 
Public Library, Milwaukee; Lending, 
Magnus K. Kristoffersen, Public Library, 
Hartford, Conn.; Librarians of Large 
Public Libraries, Carl Vitz, Public 
Library, Minneapolis; Order and Book 
Selection, Glenn M. Lewis, Public Library, 
Minneapolis; Service Librarians, Isabel 
DuBois, Bureau of Naval Personnel, U.S. 
Navy Department, Washington, D.C.; 
Small Libraries, Annie I. Hume, Wil- 
listead Library, Windsor, Ont., Canada. 

Officers of the Library Extension Divi- 
sion for 1945-46 are: president, Mildred 
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W. Sandoe, Ohio State Library, Colum- 


"bus; vice president, (Miss) Julius Walton 


Amis, North Carolina State Library Com- 
mission, Raleigh; LeNoir Dimmitt, Ex- 
tension Loan Library Bureau, University 
of Texas, Austin; Kathryn P. Mier, Mis- 
souri State Library Commission, Jefferson 
City; treasurer, Lena B. Nofcier, Library 
Extension Division, State Department of 
Library and Archives, Frankfort, Ky.; 
directors, Eleanor Sharpless Stephens, Ore- 
gon State Library, Salem; Hazel B. War- 
ren, Extension Division, Indiana State 
Library, Indianapolis. Representative of 
the division on the A.L.A. Council is: H. 
Marjorie Beal, North Carolina State Li- 
brary Commission, Raleigh. 

'The 1945-46 officers of the rudes 
Division are: chairman, Mrs. Samuel 
Mitchell, Public Dibra. Wheaton, Ill.; 
first vice chairman, Paul R. Benson, Public 
Library, New Castle, Ind.; second vice 
chairman, Edward J. A. Fahey, Free 
Public Library, Irvington, N.J.; executive 
secretary, Mrs. Paul W. Cook, Public 
Library, Evanston, Ill; treasurer, Mers. 
George H. Knaus, Public Library, River 
Forest, Ill.. Members of the board of 
directors for the term expiring in 1947 are: 
Marion Packard, Township Library, 
Flushing, Mich.; Thomas J. Porro, Public 
Library, Tacoma, Wash. ; Mrs. Paul Reed, 
Public Library, Tulsa, Okla.; James J. 
Weadock, Jr., Public Library, Lima, Ohio. 
Members of the board of directors for 
terms expiring in 1946 are: J. C. M. Mac- 
Beth, Public Libraries, Toronto, Ont., 
Canada; Mrs. Lawrence K. Miller, Berk- 
shire Athenaeum, Pittsfield, Mass.; Mrs. 
William Shand, Free Public Library, Lan- 
caster, Pa.; Mrs. Elsie Bennett Wilson, 
Franklin Sylvester Library, Medina, Ohio. 
A.L.A. Councilors are: Andrew B. Lemke, 
A.L.A. Headquarters, Chicago; Margaret 
Southwick, Public Library, Gary, Ind. 


Á 


4 


Membership Opinion on the Bulletin 


NLY SEVENTEEN A.L.A. members 
() replied to the questionnaire on the 
the June issue. However, the’ reactions of 
the seventeen were, in most cases, so similar 
that we believe they will assist us in making 
plans for future Bulletin publication. The 
most striking reactions were that: (1) Al- 
most none of our correspondents thinks we 
should have articles and notes about books 
in the Bulletin. Thirteen answered “no” to 
the question on their inclusion and only 
two, “yes.” Six, however, qualified their 
negative votes by saying that they liked the 
listings prepared by the Booklist on the in- 
side front cover each month and the special 
lists like “50 Outstanding Books of 1944” 
and the “Most Widely Used Children's 
Books of 1939-43." (2) Nobody voted 


‘against the inclusion of the feature, "What 


"They're Doing,” and several even said that 
they felt it should be included "by all 
means.” Two or three commented that 
“What They’re Doing" should be included 
"only if worthwhile—some seem thin and 
obvious" and that "they fall into a rather 
deadly pattern." ' 

Comments on the other two questions 
were interesting but in no way as conclusive 
as the two mentioned above. ‘The articles 
remembered with particular favor by those 
replying led us to believe, as was to be ex- 
pected, that the readers base their preference 
on subject rather than author or style. The 
subject which seemed to be of most interest 
to 4.L.A4. Bulletin readers was the A.L.A., 
its organization, functions, and general set- 
up. One reader simply said "all articles on 
service of A.L.A.” Adult education, pub- 
lic relations, and censorship seem to be next 
to the A.L.A, in interest. Two who replied 


A.L.A. Bulletin which appeared in ` 


commended particularly Miss Peterson's 
articles and bibliographies on source ma- 
terials and how to use them. 

Five of those’ replying to the question 
about the sections they preferred or liked 
the least said that they liked all of the sec- 
tions and would hate to see any of them 
dropped. Preferences for particular sec- 
tions ranged in the following order: 
A.L.A. News, 9; Clearing House, 7; Pick- 
ups, 4; articles, 3; Post, 2; publicity notes 
and materials, 1; and positions, 1. Those 


liked the least were: Post, 3; Pickups, 3; - 


articles, 3; and Clearing House, 1. 

Some general comments included on the 
questionnaires were “I don’t read the Bul- 
letin for articles; . . . you see, I think of 
the Bulletin as news and not as interesting 
reading matter.” “In general, the back end 
of the Bulletin is more interesting than the 
front end. The subjects and the ideas of 
the articles are o.k.; it’s just that the writ- 
ers put no meat in them.” “Take heart. 
My civil engineer husband loves to read the 
Bulletin." "In general, the articles leave me 
cold; too general, wordy, vague." “The 
Bulletin has certainly picked up in the last 
few months!” “I read the articles about 
children's work first and then all the rest." 
“The entire Bulletin is excellent. Could we 
have more illustrations after the war?” 
“For me, the short news items are the most 
interesting material in the Bulletin. Please 
continue all of them.” “Positions is the 
best thing in the Bulletin. I like Clearing 
House and Pickups very much. ‘The ar- 
ticles are the least helpful.” “I like the 
"What They’re Doing’ series and the news 
feature sections added to the Bulletin in 
recent years.” 

—-EDITOR 
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PICKUPS 


By the Editor 





HE AMERICAN COUNCIL on Educa- 


tion has been given a grant of $150,000 - 


by the Carnegie Corporation of New York 
and the General Éducation Board for a 
two-year investigation of what civilian 
schools and colleges can learn from the 
Army and Navy wartime training tech- 
niques. The study will be under the direc- 
tion of Alonzo G. Grace, assisted by a 
special commission of leading educators, 
including A.L.A. Executive Secretary Mi- 
lam, who will meet with Dr. Grace from 
time to time and visit military and naval 
installations to view training programs in 
operation. Among the subjects which have 
been selected are the various procedures 
which the armed forces have used in selec- 
tion, classification, and assignment of per- 
sonnel. The comprehensive library program 
by which the reading interests of men and 
women have been met will be included. 


LVIN §, JOHNSON is retiring this year as 
director of the New School for Social 
Research. As director of the activities of 
the school since its founding twenty-six years 
ago, Dr. Johnson has developed an outstand- 
ing program of adult education. In the past 
two years the school enrolment has more 
than doubled—from 2000 in 1943 to 4500 
this past spring. 


RED W. CROMWELL, formerly Assistant 

Superintendent of Documents under 
the late Alton P. Tisdel, has been ap- 
pointed Superintendent of Documents of 
the U.S. Government Printing ‘Office. 
Mr. Cromwell started his career at the 
Printing Office in 1905 as a stenographer, 
later serving as cashier, chief of bookkeep- 
ing section, and assistant superintendent. 


VEN a Thousand Best Books Are Not 

Enough for Education" was the sub- 
ject of a speech by Lt, Col. T. V. Smith at . 
the annual meeting of the Denver Adult 
Education Council. 


„À SERVICEMAN just home from Okinawa 
A reported to the girls on how hard 
he had to work to get leave: “I told the 
C.O. everything—that my mother was 
sick, that my best girl was running around 
with a Marine, but when I told him my 
library card had expired and I had to get 
a new one, that did it!” 


HE ART of Librarianship” by William 
' Dosite Postell appeared in School and 
Society for June 30. 


'TEARLY four million copies of Ámeri- 
N can books will be sold to the 
Europeans in English, French, Dutch, 
Italian, and German translations to fill the 
vacuum created by the Nazis, who spe- 
cialized in burning rather than publishing 
books. The books are being distributed by 
the O.W.I. Overseas Publications Bureau ' 
at the request of the Army’s Psychological 
Warfare Branch and will be handled at 
no cost to the United States Government. 
'The Overseas Editions, called Editions 
'Transatlantique when printed in London, 
are printed in paper-covered. low-grade 
paper editions measuring 43 by 6% inches. 
Besides special editions, the O:W.I. has 
bought at low rates about 275,000 copies of 
about 250 titles in their regular or reprint 
editions. In addition to the four million, 
being distributed to Europe, another half 
million books are to go to the Pacific and 
many are on their way to Manila and China. 
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HAT the G.I. Reads" by David G. 
Wittles in the June 23 Saturday 
Evening Post discusses the Council on Books 
in Wartime armed services editions and 
what they mean to the American soldier and 
sailor all over the world. — : 
EVERAL MONTHS AGO a committee to 
S promote public interest was organized 
under the sponsorship of the California Li- 
brary Association and the A.L.A. Public 
Relations Committee. Its purpose was to 
endeavor to have Hollywood present li- 
brarians in a more favorable light than has 
been the case in many movies in the past 
few years, Since the organization of the 
committee, we have noticed the following: 


In spite of Betty Smith's having presented 

a very unsympathetic librarian in her novel, 
the movie version of 4 Tree Grows in Brook- 
lyn has an understanding and attractive li- 
brarian. 

Danny Kaye's leading lady in Wonder Man 
is the very attractive Virginia Mayo. 

. In the first picture to present Clark Gable 
to his far-flung public since his Army service, 
Greer. Garson will appear as a librarian and 
leading lady of the film, Strange Adventure. 


We, wonder if the efforts of the com- 
mittee have had anything to do with this 
change in Hallywood's picture of us. 


EDICINE for the Soul" by E. Beeson 

Michel appeared in the Exchangite 
for May. The article discusses American 
public library service and what its benefits 
in American life have been and can be. 


ORGE AGUAYO, subdirector of the Gen- 
J eral Library of the University of Ha- 
vana, is in this country on a fellowship from 
the Library of Congress and is serving as 
consultant in library science at L.C. 


A.L.A. BULLETIN: 


SEPTEMBER 1945 


N A GENERAL DISCUSSION of the activities 
and the future plans of the Carnegie 
Corporation of New York, the president, in 


' his annual report for 1944, has the follow- 


ing to say about the A.L.A. and librarians: 


The development of ihe American Library 
Association during the past twenty-five 
years has been an outstanding professional 
achievement to which literally thousands of 
librarians have given their best thought and 
effort. Within its membership and influence 
the Association has included the librarians of 
Canada as well as those of the United States. 


ANY LIBRARIANS in this country will 
M undoubtedly be pleased to learn that 
in replies to letters from Mr. Milam at the 
time of the cessation of hostilities in Europe, 
Isak Collijn reports from Stockholm that 
he is still carrying on his bibliographical 
work; Arne Kildal reports from Oslo that 
after the Nazification of his library position 
he left on his own initiafive and that he was 
expelled from his position as secretary of 
the World Association of Norwegians, but 
that the day after the liberation he was back 
in both positions; Marcel Godet sent word 
from Berne expressing appreciation for the 
good wishes of the International Relations 
Board; Jacob ter Meulen wrote from The 
Hague that the Peace Palace Library had 
not been damaged except for broken win- 
dows, that he was personally expelled from 
his home, and that his greatest job now is 
to fill up the gap of the five war years; 
C. Breycha-Vauthier reports from Geneva 
that the League of Nations Library is con- 
tinuing to assemble material and is now 
preparing a list of books cataloged 1940-44 
and that he has heard from Tietse Pieter 
Sevensma, Leyden, who "is shortly coming 
to Switzerland and plans to discuss the pos- 
sibility of resuming the activities of the 
International Federation." 
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Washington Representative 


PauL Howamnp, librarian of the Gary, Ind., 
Public Library, has been selected by the 
A.L.A. Federal Relations Committee and 
the A.L.A. Executive Board as the A.L.A.’s 
representative in its new Washington office. 
"The office is being financed from funds con- 
tributed by librarians and friends of li- 
braries through the Library Development 
Fund. Mr. Howard hopes to report for 
duty in Washington not later than Octo- 
ber 1. 


Executive Board and Budget Com- 
mittee Meetings 

AT THE MEETING of the A.L.A. officers 
in June it was decided that the fall meeting 
of the Executive Board will be held on 
October 10-13 at the Drake Hotel in Chi- 
cago. 

The A.L.A. Budget Committee is sched- 
uled to meet at Headquarters on October 
5-6. Members of the committee are Presi- 
dent Ulveling, President-Elect Rothrock, 
Treasurer Gjelsness, and Robert Alexander 
Miller, of the Finance Committee. 


Division Constitution Changes 

In ACCORDANCE with the provisions of 
the Constitution of the Division of Libraries 
for Children and Young People, the chair- 
man of the Constitution Committee submits 
the following recommendations for amend- 
ments to the constitution and by-laws. 


Constitution 


Article III. Membership 
Sec. 3. A.L.A. life members before June 
1939 may be admitted without allotment to 
membership of this division. (To be inserted) 
Article IV. Sections 


Sec. 2. (a) A member of the American 


Association of School Librarians, the Chil- 
dren's Library Association, or the Young Peo- 
ple's Reading Round Table may join these, 
or other groups organized later, upon payment 
annually of a special membership fee to the 
treasurer of each additional group joined. 
(Correction of official name) 
: By-Laws 
Article I. Dues 


Sec. 5. (a) Membership year. The mem- 
bership year of thé division shall be the calen- : 
dar year. 

(b) Fiscal year. 'The fiscal year of the 
division shall end August 31. The fiscal year 
shall govern all business and activities of the 
division except as otherwise provided in the 
constitution and by-laws. (To be inserted) 


'The ballot for voting will be mailed 
with the October Top of the News. 


Planning a Tax Campaign? 

THE RECENT successful campaign for‘in- 
creased tax millage for the Minneapolis 
Public Library has produced two useful 
scrapbooks which may be borrowed by li- 
braries requesting them. One is a scrap- 
book of related newspaper publicity; the 
other contains printed and mimeographed 
publicity material issued by the library. 
Requests should be sent to the A.L.A. Pub- 
lic Relations Office. 


Rockefeller Giant 


Tue A.L.A. has received a grant of up 
to $90,000 from the Rockefeller Founda- 
tion for expenses of selection and purchase 
of reference books for libraries in war areas. 
For publications of each of the years 1944, 
1945, and 1946, $30,000 will be available, 
as needed, with the understanding that in 
each year of the period A.L.A. will agree 
in advance with officers of the foundation 
upon the amounts needed. 
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Visitors 


Junan MARCHENA, director of the Na- 
tional Library, San Jose, Costa Rica, is vis- 
iting libraries in this country on a travel 
grant awarded by the State Department. 
He spent several days in and around Chicago 
under the sponsorship of the A.L.A. 

John F. D. Scarborough, an architect 
from Melbourne, Australia, is visiting li- 
braries in Great Britain, Sweden, and the 
United States, in anticipation of planning a 
library for the University of Melbourne. 
He visited A.L.A. Headquarters in July. 

Elena Braceras, National Library of 
Uruguay, and Elvira Lerena, Biblioteca 
Artigas-Washington, Montevideo, who 
studied library science under Arthur E. 
Gropp in Montevideo and who have just 
completed a year's work in the University 
of Denver School of Librarianship, are mak- 
ing a tour of visits to libraries under the 
A.L.A.’s auspices. 


Nominating Committee 

‘THE FOLLOWING have accepted appoint- 
ment as members of the Nominating Com- 
mittee for 1945-46: Benjamin Edward 
Powell, Dorotha Dawson, Richard E. 
Crouch, Dorothy E. Henry, and Ernest J. 
Reece, chairman. 


t 


Harrassowitz Still Functions 

Tue A.L.A. has been notified by the 
military government in Leipzig that it has 
been asked to inform the A.L.A. that the 
Company of Otto Harrassowitz, buchhand- 
lung und antiquariat, Hauptmannstrasse I, 
is still operating and has preserved and 
stored a good many books and periodicals 
for American libraries. Otto Harrassowitz 
hopes to resume normal business operations 
with American librarians as soon as condi- 
tions permit. For the time being informa- 
tion may be obtained through the Military 
Government, Leipzig. 
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Rue List and Allen Sales List 


Tue Epwin ALLEN CoMPANY's sales 
catalog “Latest 1945 Reader List" says: 
“The compilation of this list is based on 
Eloise Rue’s Subject Index to Books for the 
Primary Grades, 1943, published by the 
A.L.A. Other titles have been added on the 
basis of professional recommendations and 
popularity.” 

The A.L.A. called Allen’s attention to 
the fact that the Allen list contains titles 
definitely turned down by Miss Rue and 
her consultants. It has requested that Rue 
titles be identified in the Allen list, or that 
reference to the Rue index be omitted en- 
tirely. 

The Rue index referred to, indexes 500 ' 
books, of which more than 300 are readers. 
Of these 300, Allen lists only 149. They 
also list 95 readers not indexed in Rue. All 
of these are not titles rejected by Rue, 
but the discrepancy points to the advisability 
of basing book selection on professional tools 
rather than sales catalogs. 


One Moment, Please! 


AT THE JUNE MEETING of the A.L.A. 
Committee on Relations with Local Library 
Groups and on Membership Participation it 
was decided to recommend a definite pro- 
gram for local chapter and regional develop- 
ment. In these final stages, suggestions from 
members are still desired. Some of the 
questions that call for consideration are: 


Should regional meetings be held every 
year, regardless of A.L.A. conferences, or 
every year offsetting the A.L.A. conference? 

Should the A.L.A. meet regularly regard- 
less of regional meetings? 

Should membership dues for A.L.A. be 
adjusted to permit an assignment of dues to 
a regional or local group? 

Should dues be increased slightly for this 
purpose, or may the development of local 
groups be expected to increase the member- 
ship income enough to offset the cost of local 
A.L.A. organization? 





` 


The problem of local groups and regional 
development is one question. The commit- 
tee is conscious also of the Council's in- 
structions that it make suggestions and 
recommendations covering a number of 
other topics, The members have given the 
committee much help already, but it will 
welcome more suggestions. Members who 
have not yet contributed to the discussion 
as illustrated in the 4.L.4. Bulletin for 
January, February, and May are invited to 
write at once to the chairman of the com- 
mittee, Marian C. Manley, 34 Commerce 
St., Newark 2. 


Library Day Canceled 


ALTHOUGH all arrangements for the Li- 
brary Day at Chautauqua, announced sev- 
era] months ago, had been made, on the 
recommendation of the director of program 
and education at Chautauqua, the plans 
were canceled. The reason was that ac- 
commodations for additional reservations at 
Chautauqua were unavailable and it was felt 
that unless a good library group attended 
the meeting it might not be a success. 


1942 Trustees Citation 


AT THE MILWAUKEE CONFERENCE in 
June 1942 one of the trustees selected to 
receive the Citation of Merit, Charles 
Whedbee, a trustee of the North Carolina 
Library Commission, was unable to attend 
and asked that the presentation be held until 
a later conference so that he could accept the 
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citation personally. Since 1942 there have ` 
been no conferences, and, therefore, the ci- 
tation had not been presented. In the late 
spring of this year, the chairman of the Jury 
on Citation of Trustees, Mrs. Marian D. 
Tomlinson, received word that Mr. Whed- 
bee had died. After consideration, Mr. 
Whedbee’s citation was sent to his son by 
Laurance J. Harwood, who was chairman of 
the Jury on Citation of Trustees at the time 
Mr. Whedbee was selected for the honor. 


L.D.F. Executive Assistant 

Morrie, Ernestine Perry, librarian, 
Carnegie-Stahl Free Public Library, Belle- 
vue, Ohio, has been given a leave of absence 
by her library board to serve as executive 
assistant to the Library Development Fund 
Campaign Committee. Miss Perry is as- 
sisting in the continuation of the campaign, 
which the campaign committee feels should 
be carried on until all librarians and friends 
of libraries have been given an opportunity 
to participate. 


C. & R. L. Conference in Print 


THE SEPTEMBER NUMBER of College 
and Research Libraries has a second part 
devoted to a conference in print for college 
and university librarians. The eighty-page 
section includes symposiums on communica- 
tion and cooperation, a report on the prog- 
ress in microprint, a microcard code, and a 
report on a study of the Library of Congress 
Catalog of Printed Cards. 


L.D.F. Total Is Now $67,340.46 


States and one territory which have reached 
80 per cent or more of their goal 


Per Cent 
Arkansas vrs clea. st adobe oth erety ore 120 
Hawan iiss tt rmen aE E ae owe tis 90 
Powa. ebbe wmvsei e A wah EE 108 
Louisiana ............. een eee tweens 124 
Michigan o e xe er mute 95 
Missouri ..... cece eee ccc ccc enn 82 


New Mexico ......... cc eeeue eens go 
North Dakota ........... enne 107 
Olio. vec er A rr cee. 84 
Oregons rae niai Ra sre ATE 92 
Puerto Rico ................s esses. 100 
Texas «bid I EE Cos E EQUES 86 
Utah i2u&adodireeu| adc ie 133 
Vermont «sen ivl sext er pus 86 
Washington .............eeseeeeen 132 





The 


CLEARING HOUSE 


Government Film Catalog 


IN ORDER to meet the need for a single 
source giving information on all generally 
available government films, a catalog, U.S. 
Government Motion Pictures and Film- 
strips, has been compiled. Since only 4 
limited number of copies are available, li- 
braries which are especially interested in 
film sources are asked to write to the Divi- 
sion of Visual Aids, U.S. Office of Educa- 
tion, Washington 25, D.C. Š 


Labeling 


AN ILLUSTRATED, popularly written 
booklet entitled The Inside Story is the 
first consumer booklet published by the 
Grocery Manufacturers’ Information 
Council of the Grocery Manufacturers of 
America, Inc. The booklet gives a prac- 
tical review and analysis of labels, describes 
the information needed, and shows how 
labels can help in wiser purchasing. 

Copies of The Inside Story, and new 
material as it develops, will be sent to li- 
brarians. Requests should be sent to 
Mabel G. Flanley, Flanley and Wood- 
ward, 551 Fifth Ave., New York City 17. 


Census Reports Available 


THE Bureau of the Census has avail- 


able for distribution to public libraries a 
number of publications of 1940 census ma- 
terial on agriculture, business, manufac- 
tures, population, and housing. Any 
library may receive the publications as long 
as the supply lasts, but only those issues 
covering the state in which the library is 
located will be sent. Requests should be 
addressed to the Bureau of Census, Wash- 
ington 25, D.C. 


Brief News of 


General Interest 


University of Illinois Assistantships 


Tue University or [iirnois Library 
School is offering several graduate assistant- 
ships requiring twenty hours of work per 
week in the university library and carry- 
ing a stipend of nine hundred dollars for 
twelve months, with one month’s vacation. 
They are awarded for one year and may 
be renewed once. Requirements for ap- 
pointment include an A.B. degree from an 
accredited college and a degree or certificate 
from an accredited library school. Appli- 
cations should be addressed to Robert Bing- 
ham Downs, director, University of 
Illinois Library School, Urbana, 


Survey of Regional Service 


A PRELIMINARY DRAFT of A Survey of 
the Regional Library Service at Murray 
State Teachers College is the result of a 
survey sponsored by Murray State Teach- 
ers College, the Kentucky Library Exten- 
sion Division, and the T.V.A. in an effort 
to lay out a future program of library 
service after the 'T.V.A. withdrew its 
support. 

'The mimeographed booklet is not avail- 
able for general distribution büt copies may 
be borrowed from the Library Extension 
Division, Old Capitol, Frankfort, Ky. 


Post-War Outlook 


Tue American Council on Public Af- 
fairs is publishing a new magazine entitled 
Post-War Outlook. It contains articles 
and notes under the headings “International 
Affairs,” "National Affairs," ‘“Reconver- 
sion," "Surplus Property," “Commerce,” 
"Labor," and “Veterans.” The first issue, 
May 1945, includes a bibliography on 
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"Sources of Information on Marketing, 
Salesmanship" by Rose L. Vormelker, head 
of the Business Information Bureau, Cleve- 
land Public Library. 

Subscriptions to the magazine are $4 
yearly, and it may be ordered from Post- 
War Outlook, 2153 Florida Ave. N.W., 
Washington 8, D.C. 


Book List for Small Public Libraries 


Tue June issue of Minnesota Librar- 
ies, entitled “Booklist for Small Public 
Libraries,” includes 750 titles and 29 peri- 
odicals and is directed at communities of 
three thousand or under or at libraries 
with total book and periodical budgets of 
five hundred dollars or less. 

Single copies of the publication may be 
purchased for 35¢, or in lots of ten or more 
for 25¢, from the Syndicate Printing Co., 
501 Seventh Ave. South, Minneapolis 15. 
A check or money order should be enclosed. 


United: Nations Documents 
` THREE DOCUMENTS relating to the 
United Nations Charter have been issued by 
the Division of Public Liaison, Department 
of State, Washington 25, D.C. A request 
blank is available from the division for the 
use of organizations which are interested in 
the wide distribution of the publications. 
Libraries may order them later directly from 
the Superintendent of Documents. 
The documents to be distributed are: 
Charter of the United Nations, containing 
the full text; Summary Letter to the Presi- 


dent from the Secretary of State, including , 


the reasons for and the accomplishments of 
the conference; and Report to the President 
on the Results of the San Francisco Con- 
ference, a detailed analysis of the prepara- 
tion and content of the charter, plus the 
Dumbarton Oaks Proposals, the United 
Nations Charter, and the Statute of the 
International Court. 
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NJ.C. Scholarship 


THE New Jersey College for Women 
Library Schodl has established a new two- 
year scholarship which will permit the re- 
cipient to complete her degree while working 
half time in the library. The money value 
of the scholarship covers tuition, room, and ' 
board. Candidates should have a bachelor's 
degree, a creditable scholastic record, a real 
interest in and concept of the value of libra- 
ries, and preferably some library experience. 

Applications should be made as soon as 
possible, and applications or inquiries should 
be sent to the director of the Personnel Bu- 
reau, New Jersey College for Women, New 
Brunswick. 


Microprint Directory 

THE CoMMiTTEE on Microfilming and 
Documentation of the Special Libraries As- 
sociation is planning to publish a revised 
edition of Ross C. Cibella's Directory of 
Microfilm Sources at an early date. Any 
library which is equipped to make micro- 
film copies of material in its collection and 
which has not received a questionnaire 
mailed out in May 1s asked to request a 
copy from Jurgen G. Raymond, chairman, 
S.L.A. Committee on Microfilming and 
Documentation, New York Academy of 
Medicine Library, 2 E. 1oard St, New 
York City 29. ; 


Libraries as Memorials 

THE National Recreation Association 
has issued a number of its Recreation Bul- 
letin Service on the subject “Libraries and 
Book Collections as Living Memorials.” 
The date is July 1945. Copies may be 
secured from the National Recreation Asso- 
ciation on receipt of five cents to cover 
postage and handling. The address of the 
association is 315 Fourth Ave., New York 
City 10. i 
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Microfilm Supplement 

THE COMMITTEE ON MicRoPHOTOG- 
RAPHY of the Philadelphia Bibliographical 
Center and Union Library Catalogue has 
issued Supplement 3 (1944) of the Union 
List of Microfilms. There has been no 
change in editorial policy and efforts have 
been made to bring it into even greater 
conformity with standard cataloging prac- 
tice. The mimeographed volume contains 
2895 entries and may be purchased from 
the center for $3.25. Libraries desiring 
more recent information than that in the 
printed lists may receive it by sending a 
postal card with their request to the Phila- 
delphia Bibliographical Center, Fine Arts 
Bldg., University of Pennsylvania, Phila- 
delphia 4. 


Rehabilitation Bibliography: 

. “REHABILITATION and Convalescent 
Care,” a bibliography of selected references 
pertaining to the serviceman and veteran, 
has been prepared by the Office of the Air 
Surgeon, Convalescent Services Division, 
Army Air Forces, and is published in the 
April 1945 issue of the Information Letter 
of the A.A.F. Convalescenit—Rehabilitation 
Training Program. The bibliography lists 
only books, pamphlets, and periodicals pub- 
lished since 1939 and is available free of 
charge, in quantity, upon request to the 
Commanding General, A.A.F., Washington 
25, D.C., Attention: The Air Surgeon, 
Convalescent Services Division. 


Full Employment 

Tue Crrizens National Committee, 
Inc., has published Research Report No. 
2-417 entitled "Full Employment" and the 
“National Budget,” a discussion of the 
Murray Full Employment Bill S.380. The 
booklet contains a summary of the bill, 
material from the President's budget mes- 
sage of January 1945, statements by Sena- 
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tors Murray and Taft, and a discussion of 
five assumptions which the bill makes and 
which are seriously questioned. Single 
copies may be obtained free upon request 
to the Citizens National Committee, Inc., 


2633 16th St., N.W., Washington 9, D.C. 
AAF. Library Service 


THE Army Arm Forces have recently 
set up libraries in camps throughout the 


“various service commands, and qualified 


librarians are asked to apply for the va- 
cancies. Requirements and conditions of 
employment are identical with those in the 
Army Service Forces (see 4.L.4. Bulletin 
39:217, June 1945). Applications should 
be addressed to the command or air force 
in which the applicant wishes to work. 


Personnel Services Officer 
A.A.F, Personnel Distribution Command 
Louisville 


Mrs. Roybeth C. Blackburn 
Command Librarian 
A.A.F. Training Command 
Fort Worth, Tex. 


Personnel Services Officer 
First Troop Carrier Command 
Stout Field, Indianapolis 


Personnel Services Officer 
First Air Force 
Mitchel Field, L.I, N.Y. 


Personnel Services Officer 
Second Air Force 
Colorado Springs, Colo. 


Miss Page Morton 
Command Librarian 
Third Air Force, Tampa, Fla. 


Mary F. Marinan 
Command Librarian 
Fourth Air Force, San Francisco 


Personnel Services Officer 
Air Transport Command - 
Washington 25, D.C. 


Mrs. Elaine C. Davie 

Command Librarian 

Air Technical Service Command 
Wiright Field, Dayton 


Army Air Force Center 
Personnel Services Officer 
Orlando, Fla. 


` 








THE CLEARING HOUSE 


Nicaraguan Bibliography 

A Bibliography of Works Published in 
Nicaragua in 1944 and A Bibliography of 
Books and Pamphlets Published in Nica- 
ragua (with 1942 or Earlier as Date of 
Publication) are being distributed by the 
Biblioteca Americana de Nicaragua in 
Managua. The former bibliography also 
includes a somewhat detailed study of the 
printing establishments of Nicaragua. 
They may be obtained free upon request to 
Edward M. Heiliger, director-librarian, 
Biblioteca Americana de Nicaragua, 308 
Calle Candelaria, Managua, Nicaragua. 
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Books . . : Bring Adventure 


THE ASSOCIATION of the Junior Leagues 
of America, Inc., is issuing thirteen tran- 
scriptions in the Books... Bring Adventure 
series on standard-size records for use in 
classrooms, story-telling hours, ‘recreation 
centers, hospitals, etc. The series was 
originally produced on 334 R.P.M. record- 
ings and many groups were unable to use 
them because of lack of equipment. 


For further information and to obtain - 


the records, write to Dorothy Fisher, 
World Broadcasting Co., Sales Division, 
711 Fifth Ave., New York City 22. 


Positions 


Position open: University library in Cali- 
fornia. Senior cataloger to have charge of re- 
vision of classification and subject heading work. 
Must have experience in library employing L.C. 
classification. Salary and details upon applica- 
tion, A24. 


Position of head librarian at the Public Li- 
brary, St. Petersburg, Fla., will be open Oct. 1, 
1945. Particulars may be obtained from City 
Manager Carleton F. Sharpe, City Hall, St. 
Petersburg 4, Fla. 


Wanted: Cataloger, Great Falls, Mont., Pub- 
lic Library. Salary, $2000. Give education, ex- 
perience, references, and include picture. Mar- 
garet Fulmer, librarian. 


Wanted: Reference librarian, trained, for 


head of department, Must have three years’ 
experience. Work entails publicity and public 
relations. Five-day week. $2250. Apply: Pub- 
lic Library, Royal Oak, Mich. : 


Wanted: Children’s librarian with library 
training. Salary, $x800-$2100. Apply giving 
detailed qualifications, references, and picture. 
Free Public Library, Appleton, Wis. 


Wanted: Chief cataloger by Scranton Public 
Library, Scranton, Pa. Must be library school 
graduate. Beginning salary, $2100. Position 
open October 1, Write for application form. 


Wanted: CATALOGERS AND INDEXERS 
for both head and assistant positions. Qualifica- 
tions include familiarity with subject matter in 





Notices by A.L.A. personal or institutional members will be inserted for a charge of fifty cents ` 


one or more of the following fields: chemistry 
and allied sciences, mathematics, psychology, 
pure science, social sciences; education and ex- 
perience in cataloging, classification, indexing, 
and especially subject heading work; and, in 
some cases, a reading knowledge of one or more 
languages, as French, German, Italian, Spanish. 
In applying give detailed account of educational 
qualifications and experience. The H. W. Wil- 
son Company, 950-72 University Ave., New York 
City 52. 


Wanted: Head of circulation, central library; 
young adult librarian, inchiding some reference 
work with older adults. Graduates of accredited 
library schools. Salaries, $1560 to $2000, de- 
pending upon experience. Apply giving detailed 
qualifications and references. Enclose picture. 
Schenectady Public Library, Schenectady 5, N.Y. 


Wanted: Trained children’s librarian to take 
charge of children’s room in branch library. 
Beginning salary $1700 per year with $25 a 
month bonus. Give references, education, and 
experience and enclose photograph. Free Pub- 
lic Library, East Orange, N.J. 


Wanted: Librarian, A.B. in library science de- 
gree, nine years’ college library experience, de- 
sires position. A25. À 


Wanted: Library school graduate with twenty 


.years of experience desires a position in public, 


school, or college library. Refresher work in 


cataloging and classification at Syracuse Uni-' 


versity summer school, 1945. A26. 





a line; minimum, one dollar and a half. Deadline: tenth of month preceding publication, Payment 
should not be made until statement is sent from the Bulletin office. 








What Professional Publications 
Do You Need? 


s HE Á.L.A. Publishing Department has over two hundred projects in various 
| stages of development. (See 4.L.4. Bulletin, Oct. 15, 1943, p. 405-06.) My 
cómmittee has the task of recommending titles and projects needed by public li- 
braries of all sizes. | 
‘As a librarian in a public library, what sort of publications do you need to help you in, 
your work? Some have asked for a news bulletin; others say they have enougli profes- 
‘sional periodicals to read. Several have pointed to the need for practical manuals on 
specific subjects, such as personnel administration, film lending service, public relations. 
Librarians of small libraries have called for materials on the conduct of board meetings, 
on community contact. i 
What do you think? The A.L.A. is your organization, striving to meet your needs. 
Will you help by answering the questions below. 
R. Russet, Munn, Chairman 
Publications Committee, Public Libraries Division 


Please fill out, tear off, and return to R. Russell Munn, Akron Public Library. 
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-7 J HE SERVICE OF LIBRARIANSHIP is indeed a 
noble service. Even the many humdrum ac- 
tivities which are an inescapable part of library 
work become bearable and even interesting when 
they are seen as essential steps in the inspiring 
labor of holding a light for the guidance of. the 
nation's leaders. It is from a conviction that the 
national library, and boond it the great system 
of university, research, and public libraries, are 
sources of essential light without which the na- 
tional life would be darkened, and the further 
conviction that good library management can pet- 
form statesmanlike services for the people of this 
nation, that I draw inspiration for my service as 


the Librarian of Congress. 


LurHER H. EVANS 
Librarian of Congress 
Radio Address, July 21, 1945 





The A.L.A. President Points Up the Problems of Reconversion 2 
and the Attendant Need for Representation in Washington 


` 


| Machinery for Reconversion 


RarPeH A. ULVELING! 


tween the first spontaneous celebrations 

of victory and the following night’s 
encore came announcements from Washing- 
ton of changes made in federal regulations 
which governed the country during the 
war period. With bewildering rapidity 
others followed in succeeding weeks. The 
machinery for reconverting the nation to 
a postwar basis is moving with increased 
momentum. 

On every hand—in the press, in industry, 
in labor, in the professions—we find an 
underlying apprehensiveness about the fu- 
ture; concern about the mass of important 
legislation which is being placed before the 
Congress, about the decisions to be made 
by departments of the federal government, 
about the long-time effects of both on our 
national life. The feeling is widespread 
that in the three or four years immediately 
ahead our social patterns for the next 
twenty-five years will be shaped. Libraries 
by their individual action and by their col- 
lective action in these forty-eight months 
stand to gain much or to be passed by. 

Our individual responsibilities are clear, 
at least in part. Millions of men and 
women will shortly be returned to civilian 
life. Efforts have already been made by 
your President and Executive Secretary to 
have each person upon discharge from any 
United States military organization given 


È THE SHORT DAYLIGHT INTERLUDE be- 


1A note about Mr. Ulveling appeared on page 227 
of the July Bulletin. i 


some memorandum guiding him to his local 
library for investigating vocational oppor- 
tunities and for obtaining such other infor- 
mation as he may require to orient himself 
to his new surroundings. Though the ef- 
fort was pressed vigorously, the mass of 
official guidance data pertaining to veteran’s 
rights and procedures is likely to preclude 
inclusion of any paper however small which 
has no direct military significance. How- 
ever, early indications point to the fact that 
libraries acting on their own initiative may, 
nevertheless, by leaving printed leaflets with 
all draft boards and offices of the United 
States Employment Services, fill an impor- 
tant role in helping ex-service men and 
women. Let me, therefore, urge quick 
action by all along the following lines: 

(a) Assemble a broad representative 
collection of vocational materials—much of 
the best material is in pamphlet form—and 
display them prominently. 

(b) Arrange in a companion display 
those materials which will in brief compass 
permit the newly returned veteran to learn 
the highlights of changes that have taken 
place during the years he has been away. 
"This suggestion is not theoretical ; it records 
the expressed wish of hundreds of service 
men questioned as to their desires. 

For dislocated war workers and for fam- 
ilies about to be reunited, similar special 
service opportunities obtain. Further than 
this each librarian's initiative must guide 
his localized or individual efforts. 
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As President of the American Library 
Association my primary responsibility is for 
our group efforts. In this readjustment time 
the most urgent need confronting our pro- 
fession and the institutions we represent is 
for a spokesman in Washington capable of 
explaining and interpreting library service 
and of counseling those persons in the fed- 
eral government who ultimately determine 
which types of social services should be 
encouraged. The task has many facets. 
Though the needs will change and grow 
as new proposals in Congress and new pro- 
grams of the executive departments of the 
government develop, already there is a long 
list of important matters under considera- 
‘tion which are of direct interest to libraries 

and librarians: inclusion of librarians under 
federal social security; federal grants for 
erection of educational buildings, including 
libraries; aid to university libraries under a 
proposed federally sponsored research pro- 
gram to be carried on through institutions 
of higher learnirig; working for better dis- 
tribution of documents; keeping all parties 
concerned informed on surplus property, 
the federal agency controlling this to be 
apprised of the broad scope of library 
needs and in turn keeping libraries advised 
on how to obtain these materials and how 
to avail themselves of the price benefits 
specified for educational institutions. These 
are but a few of the projects which demand 
continuous attention and guidance. 


Eliminating Unfavorable Action 


N THE NEGATIVE SIDE—and this too 

has real importance—is the eliminat- 
ing of provisions inimical to library inter- 
ests. A recent example of this was a pro- 
posal as originally drawn to increase the 
postal rate for shipping books. In this case 
A.L.A. efforts, guided by the then chairman 
of the Federal Relations Committee, Paul 
Howard, succeeded in having the bill 
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changed in committee. That effort alone 
resulted in a saving which in one season 
may more than equal the amount required 
by the Association to maintain a full-time 
representative in Washington and for the 
conducting of a companion public rela- 
tions program for four years. 

As a group we are fortunate that, through 
the foresight of the recently retired Presi- 
dent and his associates in office, the work 
of preparing A.L.A. for enlarged activity 
during this crucial period has been so nearly 
completed. The Library Development 
Fund campaign has been amazingly suc- 
cessful. Nearly $70,000 of the $105,000 
goal established as a basis for the four-year 
program referred to above has been sub- 
scribed and a high percentage of -the 
$70,000 has been received in cash. It is 
gratifying—and encouraging—to sense that 
the responsibilities which attach to membér- 
ship in a profession are accepted readily and 
fully by so many librarians and friends of 
libraries. To me there is no doubt that 
there will be a similar responsiveness on the 
part of others not yet heard from. In this 
connection it must be said:that in the larger 
states the campaign work necessarily was 
more difficult and hence was slower i in being 
organized. 

Because I believe sincerely that no more 
telling effort of long continuing signifi- 
cance can be achieved through collective 
effort in the period immediately ahead and 
because the early completion of the cam- 
paign would give strength and clarity to our 
first planning of the projected undertak- 
ings as well as zest to those responsible for 
achieving the things you wish and expect 
to be done, may I urge that each librarian 
and each trustee strengthen the common 
effort by doing his full part in this special 
fund-raising campaign. To quote a dis- 
tinguished librarian of other years? oes 
respect condemns a free ride." 





s 





Librarians’ Opinions on Social Security Are Reported by the Chairman 
of the Annuities, Pensions, and Life Insurance Committee 


Social Security and Pensions 


RICHARD B. SEALOCK 


URING RECENT VISITS with librari- 
ans in California, Oregon, and 
Washington, Carl H. Milam sug- 

gested that each state association president 
appoint a small committee to canvass the 
library opinion of the state on federal social 
security for library workers. Following 
conversations with the chairman of the 
Committee on Annuities, Pensions, and Life 
Insurance, the Executive Secretary re- 
quested similar action of every state asso- 
.clation president. A somewhat similar 
request was also directed to all members of 
the A.L.A. Council.? 

Each person to whom Mr. Milam’s letter 
was directed was asked to take an informal 
poll, or a sampling of opinion held by his 
colleagues or constituents in the case of 
Council members representing groups, on 
the following question: 

On the basis of what you know now, 

1The conference of state library leaders in Chicago, 


Jan. 19-20, 1945, also requested a vote by the A.L.A. 
Council, 





@Mr. Srarocx has recently been made librarian 
of the Public Library, Gary, Ind., of which he had 
been assistant librarian. He attended Illinois State 
Normal University, Eureka College, University of 
Illinois Library School, and Columbia University 
School of Library Service. He served as a library 
student assistant during his college days and has since 
worked in the Queens Borough Public Library and 
the Enoch Pratt Free Library. As chairman of the 
Committee on Annuities, Pensions, and Life Insurance 
and of the Adult Education Board, he is an active 
member of the A.L.A. He is coauthor of Woodside 
Does Read and Long Island Bibliography. 








1 


would you favor or oppose the inclusion of 
librarians in the federal social security sys- 
tem? 

Although certain bills have been intro- 
duced in Congress which propose the ex- 
tension of federal social security benefits to 
practically all gainfully employed persons, 
including library employees in public and 
endowed institutions, this informal poll was 
concerned with the general idea of social 
security, not specific proposals.? 

The seventy-one replies received between 
August 1 and September 10 gave a definite 
answer to this question. Council members 
favored twenty-eight to five the inclusion 
of librarians in the federal social security 
system. Association officials voted thirty- 
six to six for inclusion in the federal plan. 
Some affirmative replies qualified the state- 
ment by saying that local pension plans were 
better but that, generally, librarians should 
be under social security if they do not have 
these plans, Preference for pension plans 
explains some negative votes. Some replies 


` reported results of an informal vote, others 


were the expressions of the individual re-. 
sponding to Mr. Milam’s letter. The in- 
formal poll does give a reliable sampling 
of opinion. In addition, the Oregon study, 
not included in the above tabulation, reports 
strong sentiments in favor of the federal 
plan. 


2 Wagner-Murray-Dingell Bill, S.roso and H.R. 
3293; Green Bill, S.1188; Wherry Bill, S.753. 
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The questions in the minds of most per- 
tain to the relationship of local or state 
pension systems and the extension of federal 
social security to librarians. 

It must be made clear that we are discus- 
sing the federal security program rather 
than such pension programs as exist in New 
York, Ohio, and other states., Many letters 
stressed the importance of the pension pro- 
gram, its more liberal terms, and its admin- 
istration closer home as opposed to a 
federally managed system. Recognition 
was also taken of the fact that many. librari- 
ans are not now employed by institutions 
covered by pension programs and are not 
likely to be soon.? Those who are now so 
protected do not want to give up present 
pension plans or combine them with the fed- 
eral program. 

Stress was laid on the fact that librarians’ 
salaries are extremely low and that there 
is little likelihood of establishing individual 
retirement funds or annuities in the absence 
of either pension programs or the ability to 
participate in federal social security. A 
leading librarian places responsibility where 
it belongs: 


The difficulty with the present arrangement 
of not including librarians under the federal 
social security plan is that too. many libraries 
are not making any provision whatever for the 
old age and retirement of their employees. 
'The same is true of too many colleges and 
universities. If these institutions want to 
escape being included in the federal social 
security program, then I think they should 
face the obligation which they hold and should 
assume for the old age of their employees. 


Also, the fact that librarians move from 
place to place means that many may have 
been included in a pension plan at one time 
Or another but have had to surrender mem- 


M 

3A summary of public library pension plans in 
operation is included in the 1943 report of the Com- 
mittee on Annuities, Pensions, and Life Insurance. 
A.L.A. Bulletin 37:367-71, Oct. 15, 1943. / 
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bership as they secured professional advance- _ 
ment by moving to other libraries. The so- 
cial security program will at least provide a 
minimum security for those who have lost 
accumulated pension benefits. 

The mandate of the membership recorded 
above calls for an immediate study of the 
amendments proposed and included in bills 
now before Congress. Do these permit in- 
clusion of librarians? Are existing pension 
programs of public libraries protected? The 
answer is “yes” to each question. 


Main Points of Three Bills 


HE WAGNER-M unRAY-DiNGELL BIEL, 
É poros the chief one on the subject 
introduced this session, authorizes the So- 
cial Security Board to enter into compacts 
with any state or political subdivision for 
the purpose of extending coverage to their 
employees under Prepaid Personal Health 
Service Insurance and under Retirement, 
Survivors, and Extended Disability Insur- 
ance Benefits. These compacts are for- 
bidden "with respect to any employee or 


` group or class of employees, with any indi- 


vidual state, or with an individual political 
subdivision of any state in any case" in 
which a pension plan exists (p.,162-63). 
Senator Green's bill extends coverage to 
librarians under the above plans, health and 
retirement, through a broad definition of 
the term "employment" (p. 33). Again 
pensioh plans will not be disturbed. 
Senator, Wherry's bill is devoted alone 
to the inclusion of nonfederal governmental, 
employees in the old-age program. It is 
voluntary and does not mention pension 
plans. Representative Dingell introduced 
a similar bill* which exempted units with 
pension plans. Representative Harless intro- 
duced a similar bill? which failed to mention 
pension plans. (See also page 320.) 


AHR. 395. 
5H.R. 420. 





How the Glendale, Calif., Public Library Followed Through on the 


Suggestions in the April A.L.A. Bulletin 


A Library Helps Build the Peace ` 


MURIEL MARGARET GOODEN 


HEN the April 4.L.4. Bulletin 
W was received at the Glendale 
Public Library, the article by 


Olga M. Peterson, “Everyman and the 
Next Peace,” was read with interest. It 
seemed like a very ambitious project for a 
library to carry out, and the library had no 
thought of attempting to undertake such a 
heavy program. However, it soon found it- 
self participating in an even larger cam- 
paign for Building the Peace. It was 
through the encouragement and planning 
of the city librarian, Harriet Sue Salmon, 
and the cooperation of the staff, that this 
was made possible. 

The library had been assembling litera- 
ture on world security as it was published, 
anticipating the community drive for Build- 
ing the Peace. A San Francisco con- 
ference study table was set aside in the 
reference room, and the latest pamphlets 
and reference books were always available 
there. In the readers’ consultant depart- 
ment there was a Building the Peace exhibit 
of circulating material. A large supply of 
pamphlets and books enabled the librarians 
to replace what was removed and to keep 


@Miss Goonxw is chairman of the Publicity Com- 
mittee of the Glendale, Calif., Public Library and a 
member of the staff of that library. She received her 
B.A. and her certificate in librarianship from the 
University of California. She was on the staff of 
the Los Angeles Public Library and the librarian 
9f the Harvard School in North Hollywood, Calif., 
before going to her present position. 








the exhibit looking like an exhibit. Articles 
were run in the newspaper advertising the: 
study table and the display. Book reviews 
called attention to the books. These were 
followed with articles telling which books 
and pamphlets were most popular. 

All this attracted the attention of the 
organizers of the Glendale United Nations 
Committee, then just getting started. 
People who were interested in this com- 
mittee were coming in to use the material 
and soon asked Miss Salmon if representa- 
tives of the library would come to their 
meetings to help in planning the United 
Nations Committee program. 

The next'step in the library’s participa- 
tion came when this group asked the 
reference department head, Evelyn L. 
Cooper, to be chairman of its literature 
committee. Quantities of free pamphlets 
were obtained from the Center for Inter- 
national Understanding in Los Angeles and 
distributed at the meetings. Churches and 
organizations took as many as forty or fifty 
copies to be studied by their groups as a 
whole. In addition, the United Nations 
Committee was kept informed of new ma- 
terial on world security which could be 
borrowed from the library. The work of 
the literature committee introduced many 
new friends to the library. 

Members of the library staff attended a 
series of weekly meetings to help plan a 
community-wide United Nations rally. 
Leading citizens and the representatives of 
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more than fifty civic organizations attended 
the rally-planning meetings. All types of 
groups were represented: women's clubs, 
service clubs, a Jewish organization, the In- 
terfaith Committee, organized labor, Re- 
publicans, Democrats, Townsend Club, 
Catholic Church, Protestant churches, and 
city officials. This gave the librarians an 
excellent opportunity ‘to become acquainted 
with many people. The library became a 
central place of contact for this group com- 


. posed of many groups. 


Another way in which the library par- 
ticipated was through publicity. The news- 
paper suggested to the chairman of the 
United Nations Committee that the library 
do the publicity, since the library publicity 
committee had learned how the newspaper 
liked to have the items written and it would 
save the newspaper editors many headaches 
to have it done their way. ‘Thus the li- 
brary publicity committee chairman, Muriel 
Margaret Gooden, became the chairman of 
the Glendale United Nations Publicity 
Committee, 

The Glendale News Press and the Glen- 
dale Star were very generous in giving space 
to the United Nations Committee. They 
advertised the rally with free ads and head- 
lines. . The churches also included the 
United Nations rally in their church ads 


GLENDALE LIBRARY DISPLAY 
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in Saturday night's paper. Publicity was 
sent to all the papers in neighboring com- 
munities, and it was found that these papers 
too were interested in the community-wide 
rally. 

The rally date was set for Monday, July 
2. The Ministerial Association declared 
Sunday, July 1, United Nations Sunday in 
Glendale. The mayor proclaimed the week 
of July r, United Nations Week in Glen- 
dale. Posters, bumper strips, and ten 
thousand dodgers were printed and dis- 
tributed by organizations, including the 
library. 

Radio stations KIEV (Glendale) and 
KFWB (Warner Bros. in Hollywood) 
gave the rally spot announcements. 
KFWB was so interested in the Glendale 
United Nations Committee that it offered 
much good advice and even had its com- 
mentators mention the rally and, later, the 
forum series. They recorded the rally and 
broadcast it later. 


The Forum Series 


HE FORUMS were really an outgrowth 

of the rally planning. It was thought 
that a rally would be too quickly forgotten. 
Again, a librarian was asked to be chair- 
man. The Glendale United Nations Com- 
mittee appointed the reference department 
head as chairman of the forum program 
committee. The committee was made up of 
a councilman, welfare officer, minister, 
adult education director, and member of the 
Verdugo League of Women Voters. The 
adult education department of the Glendale 
schools cosponsored the forums, 

Each forum presented certain aspects of 
world security as provided for in the con- 
ferences preceding the United Nations 
Conference on International Organization, 
as well as in the charter drawn up at San 
Francisco. 

The adult education department has 


GOODEN: LIBRARY HELPS. BUILD PEACE 


asked the Glendale United Nations Com- 
mittee to cooperate in putting on the adult 
education forums in the winter. The com- 
mittee voted to do this, and so there will be 
a fall series of forums to help the average 
person in his study of the way to prevent a 
repetition of war and the way to under- 
standing between all peoples. 

At the close of the last forum, plans were 
made to organize the United Nations Com- 
mittee into a permanent organization. 
Since the committee chairmen have been 
appointed to draft a constitutio for the 
' group, the librarians are still busy. The 
direction the group will take will be edu- 
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cational. Any political action will be taken 
by individuals and not by the group. 

A great deal has been accomplished 
for the library programs, too. Not only 
have many more people learned the re- 
sources of the library, but also the library 
will now have an opportunity to keep in 
closer touch with Glendale organizations, 
since the librarians attending the Glendale 
United Nations Committee meetings will 
find there the representatives of numerous 

` organizations. The Glendale Public Li- 
brary would like to hear of other libraries 
cooperating with a United Nations Com- 
mittee. 


The Common Cause 


O= OF THE MOST VALUABLE FUNCTIONS of library associations, not only in our own 

country, is to bring together those who work in all types of library. By consult- 
ing together in a single organization they come to realize that they have the same cause 
in common, though they may serve it from different angles. And by so doing they form 
a much stronger body than any one wing of the profession could do singly; they are in 
fact going the only way about it which can create a profession. 

Perhaps the A.L.A. is still a better example of the truth of this principle than is the 
L.A.; but the L.A. is in its turn a better example than most of the corresponding bodies 
on the Continent. In some of these there is a snobbery of learning, in other words prig- 
gery; and there is a snobbery, perhaps as common, of unlearning, in other words priggery 
standing on its head. For example, in pre-war Germany, the native land of organization, 
there had to be two separate associations, one for the (in the Continental sense) “scientific” 
libraries, which had long reached a high levelof wealth, competence and fame, and another 
for the new and little regarded popular libraries; the distinction was emphasized by a 
distinction of terms, the word Bibliothek being reserved to the scientific (wissenshaftliche) 
libraries, while the popular libraries were given the new name of Folksbücherei. 


—-Editorial from the 
Library Association Record, 
December 1944 








The Trustees Divisions Fourth Article on Postwar Planning 
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Considers Combined Areas of Service 


The Larger Unit of Service 


GzoncE F. Witt 


HERE IS a library frontier in the 

Missouri Valley states, for it is in 

some of these states that large num- 
bers of people without library service live. 
In North Dakota, for example, 71 per cent 
of the people do not have library service and 
of the rural population only 9.12 per cent 
have public library service. These people 
live in small towns and on farms and 
ranches. In some areas the nearest public 
library is miles away; there may not be a 
library in the county or the counties nearby. 
Such figures as nine people per square mile 
in North Dakota and fewer people in the 
whole state of Montana than in the city of 
Milwaukee, help us to realize how thinly 
the population is scattered. We can see 
the great distances if we drive or fly across 
the country. 

A thinly scattered population is one of 
the present obstacles to library service for 
all of the people in this region. Numbers 
of small public libraries, many built with 








@Mz. Wiri has been a trustee of the Bismarck, N.D., 
Public Library since 1917 and is chairman of the state 
historical society, of which he has been a director for 
twenty years. During the past year he was chairman 
of the North Dakota State-Wide Library Service 
Committee on Legislation, which helped to secure a 
county library law. He has written articles on agri- 
cultural and anthropological subjects and on Western 
history and has made studies of the Mandan Indians 
and the archeology of the Missouri Valley. Recently 
he translated from the French, selections from the 
journal of Philippe de Trobriand. 








Carnegie funds at the turn of the century, 
have been struggling along for years on a 
shoestring like a poor relation in the com- 
munity. l 

North Dakota, for example, has had for 
many years a rather poorly financed state 
library commission. The commission has 
served as far as possible the rural and thinly 
populated areas. Perhaps that useful serv- 
ice has to some extent prevented agitation 
for county libraries. The commission has 
sent out book collections to rural schools, to 
women's clubs and similar organizations, 
and to responsible citizens who are willing 
to accept the job of acting as custodians to 
the small collections placed in stores or 
family living rooms. These collections, 
usually sent out for a six-month period, con- 
sist of well-selected books with the widest 
possible appeal. 

So far as information is available, there 
is but one rural library in the state. This 
is a township library established by a public 
Its 
inception was the occasion for the passage 
by the legislature of a law permitting the 
organization of township libraries. To this 
day no action by any township has ever been 
initiated under this law. In all probability 
the chief reason for this apparent lack of 
interest is the sparse population of most of 
the townships in the state, which would 
make the burden of supporting such a li- 
brary too heavy to be considered. ' 


spirited local citizen some years ago. 
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JFILL: LARGER UNIT OF SERVICE 


Libraries in many cities and towns are 
fairly adequate, though often lacking in 
community use and support. The great 
problem seems to be to arouse a demand for 
adequate service. Where local library 
boards are favorable, limited rural patron- 
age occurs and more is possible. However, 
financing in most municipalities is inade- 
quate for much of such service, and the 
governing bodies and often the citizens do 
not warm to the idea of furnishing service 
There would appear 
then to be a good field for county libraries 
or, perhaps in some cases, libraries serving 
several of the sparsely populated counties. 
Such a plan may give the best hope for an 
extension of library service in the state. A 
bill to legalize the establishment of county 
libraries supported by library and citizen 
groups in the state was passed in the 1945 
legislature. 
general enough to permit almost any ade- 
. quate library organization, so that it may 
be fitted to the varying needs of different 
areas. The eastern edge of North Dakota, 
more thickly populated than the rest of the 
state, it is hoped may soon have some action 
under the new permissive law. 


on a charity basis. 


Combining Several Counties 


HE COMBINATION of several counties to 
dT. regional library service in areas 
where that is thought to be the best plan 
will be determined largely by trading areas, 
which are usually the natural centers of 
population, topography, and highways. 
Having library service emanating from the 
largest city or town in the region to reach 
all the people does not mean that already 
established libraries in small towns would 
go out of existence or lose their identity. 
They would be strengthened by more books 
and cooperative services in book buying, 
cataloging, administration, and field’ work 
from the regional center. 


The bill is drawn in terms’ 
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It seems to be taken for granted among 
those in governmental power that libraries 
are more or less friendless. Much too often 
the small appropriations are grudgingly 
given and in hard times are the first to be 
Unfortunately this attitude receives 
little opposition among the rank and file of 
the citizenry. North Dakota ranks high in 
literacy. Its people are high in percentage 


cut. 


‘of subscribers to many popular and technical 


magazines; many rural homes have small 
libraries of good quality. But withal, even 
in such homes, the uses and advantages of 
library service seem to be unknown and the 
place of the library as a valid and recog- 
nized public service is, if at all, only vaguely 
recognized. 


Need for Citizen Support 


‘HERE is need for strong, well-informed 

library trustees and citizens’ groups so 
that the demand for library service will 
come from the people who will pay the taxes 
to support adequate library service. Farm 
organizations, service clubs, home demon- 
stration clubs, county agents, P.T.A., 
League of Women Voters, A.A.U.W., 
women’s clubs, and education associations 
are potentially helpful groups. 

Library service for all people is a pioneer- 
ing job. It is the librarians, library trustees, 
friends of libraries, farm groups, serv- 
ice clubs, women’s clubs, business and labor 
groups, and school people who must do the 


‘spade work and arouse the united effort to 


back it. Recently our librarian, Miss 
Erana Stadler, said: "No one can be in 
North Dakota these days without feeling 
strongly the challenge of the future. After 
years of depression, drought, and despair, to 
see the renaissance of faith in the resources 
of the state, both material and human, is a 
never-to-be-forgotten experience." There 
are indications that this renaissance exists in 
all of the Missouri Valley states. 





Sponsored by the Public Relations 
Committee of the A.L.A. 


l Thar She Blows! 


Tips on Spotting a Library News Story 


" 


DonorurzA F. HYLE 


EWS," says Lyman Bryson, “is any- 
N thing, in newspaper terminology, 
which is new.” The first open 
house in the library is “big news.” Suppose 
the library has an open house each year and 
it becomes the usual thing? The date and 
the names of the speakers will be published, 
bur the second telling of the open house at 
the library will not rate the same space as 
the first. It is not new. The larger the 
newspaper, the more marked this becomes. 
However, if you have your open house, but 
supply something new, you have your news 
story with a triple-lead. 

There is no hard and fast rule for identi- 
fying news, because there must be not only 
the ingredients but the seasoning of imag- 
ination and common sense. News which cap- 
tures attention has an unusual twist. This 
may be in the event itself, but you can’t wait 
around for news events to happen. You 
have to take the things you find and shape 


them into a news story. Sometimes this can 


Q€Miss Hye received her A.B. degree from the Uni- 
versity of Kansas. In 1926 she was a student in the 
training class of the Kansas City Public Library and 
later received a B.A. from the Columbia University 
School of Library Service. Since 1926 she has been 
on the staff of the Kansas City Public Library and is 
now chief of the circulation department and director of 
publicity. She has been active on the A.L.A. Public 


Relations Committee and has been chairman of the . 


Missouri Library Association Publicity Committee, 





be done with a little elaboration of detail, a 
little added visual quality which gives your 
story a fluency and a unique flavor. In that 
way you supply the different twist by taking 
the obvious and highlighting it with a dash 
of human interest or with humor. But one 
can overdo the use of descriptive adjectives 
and elaborate detail, 

Learn to keep abreast of the times. Scan 
the newspaper for current events, for what 
is going on around you. Then -if you 
haven’t anything new, you can profit from 
the new things in your community by fitting 
the library into the picture. Here is where 
your exhibits come in. Fit them into a* 
current event and you have a news story 
because it is a timely story. 

A mere listing of new books may become 
extremely trite. It's better to make up a 
subject list with a short running comment. 
New books are usually better for your pur- 
pose, but older ones will be good if they 
are appropriate. The lists printed by the 
Council on Books in Wartime are helps. 
Your list may develop into a feature story. 
For example, your library is working with 
returning veterans. Write this up. Find 
some outstanding material which you are 
using in this connection and make yourself 
a larger story or a separate one. Pick your 
subject carefully so that it is timely. 

Human interest stories are the salvation 
of all of us. Bright sayings of youngsters, 
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HYLE: THAR SHE BLOWS! 


amusing incidents in the library, all make 
good short copy. A “run” on the same 
reference question makes a story. If many 
people have asked a certain question, it will 
interest others. There is usually something 
back of it, too; ferret out all you can about 
it. . 

Trends make news. ‘They show a dif- 
ferentiation from the norm, and anything 
different is news. If your statistics show an 
increase in a certain field, that should show 
a trend somewhere if you work to discover 
it. When the trend story is timely, so much 
the better. - 


Only Good Publicity Is Good 
So PEOPLE believe that any publicity 


is good publicity. Others feel that 


good library publicity is only that which 
creates a favorable impression. Let's adhere 
to this second school of thought. Let 


"motivation" of the story help you decide ` 


whether the idea is better used or not 
used. A good rule might be to discover first 


the main objectives of the library and to use 


only those stories which conform to the 
policies established by the administration. 
A murder committed in the library would 
be front-page news, but think of every inci- 
dent in the light of what it does or does not 
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do for your library. If you can interpret it 
as furthering the library policy, by all 
means, take advantage of it. 

A word of caution about using the names 
of patrons. It’s a very good idea to let 
other people read in their newspapers that 
Mrs. Gotrocks uses your library. But pub- 
licity should be governed by good taste. It 
is safer to use personal incidents anony- 
mously. But if you use names, be sure to 
clear with the patron first. 

News must be presented with a certain 
amount of showmanship, but it must be 
truthful. You can’t stretch a point to make 
your story good when you can’t back it up 
with facts. In other words, the publicist 
should never betray the library’s tradition 
of dependability. 


. Summary 


O SUMMARIZE: news must be new, 
Timey different; it should conform to 
the library’s policy; it should be dictated by 
good taste and create goodwill. Add to 
these five ingredients a dash of common 
sense, a spoonful of imagination, and a 
liberal supply of hard work. If this recipe 
is tried often enough, it should serve to help 
you interpret your library's services to, the 
community. 
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O.W I. Libraries 


Tue O.W.L tiprary which I saw in operation in Melbourne deeply impressed me. 
I am opposed to government propaganda in time of peace. I am in favor of the free flow 
of news except when military security intervenes, As I picture it, news serves to stimulate 
“interest which can be satisfied through such libraries as I saw and in which is found 
information about all phases of our national life. It is the simplest method of making 
knowledge available to persons who are unable to visit our shores. It is the type of service 
that I would like to see continued into the future years. 

ARTHUR Hays SULZBERGER, Publisher 

New York Times 








Activities of Libraries and Library Associations Gleaned 


from Letters, Reports, and Bulletins 


What They re Doing 


HE Education Committee of the 
| Cleveland Public Library Workers 

Association selected as its year's ma- 
jor interest, a study of the A.L.A. In 
following through on its interest, the com- 
mittee prepared a questionnaire to secure 
staff reaction and comments on the A.L.A. 
from several different angles. Eighty-nine 
professional staff members and 81 nonpro- 
fessionals replied: 62 of the total 170 had 
attended A.L.A. conferences and 62 ex- 
pressed interest in a local chapter of the 
A.L.A. Most of the professional staff read 
the 4.L.4. Bulletin regularly and most of 
them approve of the sliding scale of dues. 

A question asking for the evaluation of 
A.L.A. services brought out the fact that 
the reactions are largely from the personal 
viewpoint. Almost all of the respondents 
suggested an A.L.A.-sponsored nationwide 
radio program. Other suggestions were 
that the A.L.A. should be more aware of 
the individual members, have a less hide- 
bound and complex organization, get a 
wider spread of work among the members, 
make a greater effort to acquaint all mem- 
bers with the work of the A.L.A., establish 
more definite standards for membership, 
and that it be an accrediting agency for the 
library profession "suggesting names for po- 
sitions like that of Librarian of Congress.’ 
As a part of its final report the committee 
recommended that the C.P.L.W.A. work 
out a definite plan of recruiting members 


for the A.L.A. i £ 


1The A.L.A, suggests names for positions as a 
regular feature of its activities. Three names were 
suggested for the positioh of Librarian of Congress: 
see page 252 of the July Bulletin —E»n. 


Oak Ridge Library 


During the fourteen months of its exist- 
ence, the public library in Oak Ridge, T'enn., 
"city of the atomic bomb," has registered 
10,801 readers, circulated 115,544 books, 
built up its book collection from 1708 vol- 
umes to 9803, and welcomed 121,230 peo- 
ple to the main library reading room. 
Financial support for a library had not been 


‘provided for within the military area, but 


the Oak Ridge Recreation and Welfare 
Association, through the operation of a 
movie and a recreation hall, made enough 
money to provide other facilities free to the 
public. A wing of the new recreation hall 
was designed by the town planners and 
architects for the library. Since some fami- 
lies had been living in Oak Ridge for al- 
most a year before the librarian, Elizabeth 
Edwards, arrived, the library was wel- 
comed with delight. 

Because the schools had excellent li- 
braries, the first consideration of the public 
library has been to supply service to the 
adults. However, a traveling library serv- 
ice was started in April 1945 to take books 
to the children of the area by making 
twenty-two stops a week. The truck is an 
Army ambulance painted red and white 
with gold fringe to resemble a circus wagon, 
and a folding puppet stage is built in the 
rear of the wagon from which fist puppet 
plays are given from time to time. During 
the summer vacation period, six of the ele- 
mentary school libraries are open one day 
a week under the direction of the public 
library. 
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WHAT THEY'RE DOING 


Fellowships at Temple 


Eight library fellowships for the Sulli- 
van Memorial Library have been estab- 
lished by Temple University and are made 
available “on a competitive basis to all 
except members of the senior class." They 
have been created for the purpose of inter- 
esting more students in library work. 
Among the opportunities offered by the 
fellowships, in addition to the monthly 
salary, is a position as a junior member of 
the staff. The student selected will receive 
intensive training augmented by varied ex- 
perience in all phases of library work which 
will aid immeasurably in their becoming pro- 
fessional librarians. 


Libraries and Municipal Workers 


What the Public Library System Can 
Do For You by Raymond C. Lindquist, 
published by the New Jersey Public Li- 
brary Commission, is a reprint from a re- 
cent issue of New Jersey Municipalities 
and includes a selected list of books for 
municipal workers which are available from 
the New Jersey Public Library Commis- 
sion. Because it was considered “one of 
.the best examples that has come to our 
attention of how a public library system 
can be of particular help to municipal offi- 
cers on the job," the article was called to 
the attention of readers of Public Manage- 
ment in a note.. 


Scholarship at Newark 


The Public Library of Newark experi- 
mented this year with a novel and interest- 
ing method of selecting candidates for three 
scholarships of fifty dollars each from the 
Louise Connolly Scholarship Fund. Full- 
time professional staff members who had 
been in the library’s service one full year 
and who met qualifications for an accredited 
library school were eligible. A written ex- 
amination was given to all candidates, and 
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such factors as learning ability, general in- 
formation, academic record of the past 
year’s work, efficiency rating, and financial 
need were evaluated by means of a formula 
previously worked out. Each candidate 
was requested to submit an academic record 
or transcript of his last completed academic 
work and an estimated personal budget 
giving such details as income and expendi- 
tures for rent, food, clothing, recreation, 
professional expense, taxes, etc. 


: Wear Fund Posters to L. C. 


'The extensive collection of posters by 
famous artists, which had been used by the 
National War Fund in its annual campaign 
for funds, has recently been acquired by 
the Library of Congress. Some of the 
agencies represented by the posters are 
U.S.O.-Camp Shows, United China Re- 
lief, Greek War Relief Association, United 
Seamen’s Service, and War Prisoners’ Aid. 


Illinois Use of Ritter Bequest 


The Illinois Library Association com- 
mittee which handled the distribution of 
the Ritter bequest to small libraries in the 
state made an effort to have the project 
“assume something of an educational aspect 
in regard to values in book selection." 
When the eligible libraries filled out the 
application blanks for a twenty-five dollar 
bequest, they were asked to list the books 
they would purchase with the Ritter money. 
Some libraries complied, others asked for 
suggestions, and a few made no reply to 
this request. Ida F. Wright, chairman of 
the I.L.A. committee, reported: 

Feeling that there should be guidance but 
not dictation in the final selection for pur- 
chase, the committee compiled a list of titles 
made up of the better books given on the 
applications of the forty libraries entitled to 
share in the Ritter bequest, together with a 
few titles to meet indicated needs for books 
on certain subjects. 
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This list of 115 entries was sent each of 
the forty libraries, together with a personal 
note to each, commenting on the original list 
and stating that, if desired, changes could 
still be made and that possibly from the en- 
closed list they would gain suggestions of 
titles popular in communities similar to their 
dwn... . 

'The population of the forty communities 
sharing in the bequest ranged up to 5500, 
the average being about 2500 persons. 

'The assessed valuation of property in the 
area is so low that the average per capita 
income for the library ranges around thirty 
cents. No wonder the twenty-five dollars 
means much and has elicited expressions of 
gratitude which are, in truth, pathetic, 


St. Louis Fiction Reading 


“What Fiction St. Louisans Read” and 
the 1944-45 annual report of the St. Louis 
Public Library follows the style set in re- 
cent years by that library in publishing the 
results of its year’s work. For the former 
feature, a record was made of one day’s 
circulation and of the names and occupa- 
tions of the borrowers, A letter was sent 
to each borrower asking for information 
on his reasons for selecting the books he 
borrowed, on his favorite authors and types 
of books, and on his opinion of the library 
and its services. The report includes ex- 
cerpts from forty typical letters, plus a 
breakdown of the occupations and books 
represented in the day's circulation. 


Reviews for Officers Wives 


Mrs. Frances Cobb Spadafore, librarian 
of the Service Club at Camp Pickett, has 
been giving book reviews about every two 
months to the Women’s Volunteer Com- 
mittee, a club formed for the wives of offi- 
cers at the camp. f 


B.B.F. Radio Program 


The Biblioteca Benjamin Franklin in 
Mexico City has inaugurated a radio pro- 
gram devoted to books and authors which is 
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broadcast twice a week. One of the pro- 
grams is devoted to reviews of new Ameri- 
can books available at the library, and the 
other period to interviews with outstanding 
literary personalities, presenting both Mexi- 
can and American authors when they are 
available. 


English for Mexicans 


The Fullerton, Calif., Public Library 
has cooperated with the local high school 


adult education department in offering 


classes in English to Mexican nationals 
working in the area. The library supplied 
books and pictures to all of the classes, one 
of which met in the library. 


Library School Institute 


Instead of the traditional annual tea wel- 
coming members of the graduating class 
into the profession, the Alumni Association 
of the University of Southern California 
Library School held its second annual insti- 
tute recently. Will Durant spoke on “The 
Lessons of History” and Helen E. Haines 
was moderator on a panel discussion of the 
topic, “Ways in Which Librarians Can 
Help to Shape Public Opinion," which was 
limited to two phases—cooperation and race 
tolerance. 


Contest for Name 


The Newark Public Library conducted 
a contest in May to give the teen-age bor- 
rowers the opportunity to select the name 
of the room for young people in the main 
library. A war bond was awarded to the 
one suggesting the best name. The name 
selected was "Teen Corner. 


Club Discusses Personnel Division 


Margaret Jean Clay, a member of the 
recently created A.L.A. Committee to Re- 
view Reports on Personnel and Placement 


WHAT THEY'RE DOING 


Service, spoke to the Seattle Library Club on 
“A Brief History of the A.L.A. Personnel 
Division, Its Aims and Policies."  Person- 
nel work as carried on by library schools, 
the Special Libraries Association, and other 
professional groups were also described. 
Alice Kiser Blackburn, research librarian of 
the Bureau of Business Research of the 
University of Washington, concluded the 
program with a “Summary and Suggestions 
for Improvement of A.L.A. Personnel Di- 
vision." 


Club Program Planning 


Because most of the book club programs 
of the eighty book clubs in Charlotte, N.C., 
seemed to be poorly selected, the public 
library began in 1944 to issue a mimeo- 
graphed list of "Program Suggestions for 
Clubs and Study Groups.” ‘This annual 
compilation has been the library's most ef- 
fective contribution to adult education al- 
though actually the staff spends less time 
in preparing the list than it would have in 
assisting book clubs to locate material on 
poorly selected subjects, according to Hoyt 
R. Galvin, director. Following a general 
introductory statement, carefully selected 
subjects are introduced by short paragraphs 
and followed by lists of useful reference 
material, film strips, and moving pictures, 
if any of the latter two are available. 


Follow-up on Banning Article 
Each member of the Ohio Library Trus- 


tees Association Executive Board has been 
asked to write a short statement about 
what he thinks makes a good trustee. The 
statements of the eight trustees appeared in 
the July issue of the O.L.T.A. "Trustees 
Bulletin. The symposium was prepared as 
a follow-up to Margaret Culkin Banning's 
‘article, “The Good Trustee,” which 
appeared in the May issue of the 4.L.4. 
Bulletin. 
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Newark Classification and Pay Plan 


“The Newark Public Library’s New 
Position Classification and Pay Plan” was 
issued as a supplement to the June N.P.L. 
News. It includes information on back- 
ground, procedure, results, and costs of the 
classification and pay plan setup, lists the 
classification and pay schedule, gives job 
descriptions for typical positions, lists the 
allocations of the employees within the 
classes, and cites the number of persons in 
each class. 


Library Welcomes Veterans 


The Watertown, Mass., Free Public Li- 
brary, in cooperation with the Greater 
Boston Book Review Group, has issued a 
poster and a replica on a small card, en- 
couraging the veteran to use his library’s 
services. (See illustration below.) At least 
twenty libraries in the area will use the 
material. 


Een ENEE -—— 





If you want help im: 


Working at a trade 

Earning money with a craft 
Laws relating to veterans 
Choosing a college course 
O perating a new business 
Meeting everyday problems 
Enjoying a hobby 


| You are invited to use 
. your PUBLI 
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By the Editor 





ECRETARY of State Byrnes has approved 
S a reorganization of the foreign in- 
formation services of the government which 
will result in the information functions of 
the O.W.I. and of the Coordinator of 
Inter-American Affairs being taken over by 
` the State Department. The foreign news 
program to be set up under this reorganiza- 
tion will concentrate on maintaining good 
libraries in foreign capitals, on distributing 
texts of speeches delivered by important 
American officials and acts of Congress, and 
by giving information about scientific, agri- 
cultural, social, and other developments in 
the United States. Under the plan, as, it 
now stands, the libraries now being main- 
tained by the O.W.I. in London, Sydney, 
Melbourne, Johannesburg, Cape Town, 
Wellington, Bombay, Manila, and Cairo, 
and the C.I.A.A. librariesin Latin America, 
will be continued and, in addition, a string 
of smaller libraries in most of the European 
capitals will be established. 


article to the July 28, 1945, issue of 
School and Society on "Librarian or—Ga- 
rage Mechanic?" 


E Maass contributed a two-page 


WO RECENT ARTICLES on hospital li- 

brary service may be of interest to 
Bulletin readers. “A Bibliography on 
Bibliotherapy and Hospital Libraries" is 
from the Bulletin of the Medical Library 
Association for July and “Bibliotherapy and 
Hospital Library Activities for Neuropsy- 
chiatric Patients" appeared in Psychiatry: 
Journal of the Biology and Pathology of 
Inter-Personal Relations for May. Both 
were written by Jerome M. Schneck, of 
the Menninger Foundation, Topeka, Kan. 


ATALOGACION Y CLASIFICASION DE 

Lisgos by Carlos Victor’ Penna is 
the first of a series of works on library 
science to be issued by the Acme Agency 
of Buenos Aires, under the general editor- 
ship of Ernesto Gustavo Gietz, director of 
the Instituto Bibliotecológico of the Uni- 
versity of Buenos Aires and librarian of 
the Faculty of Exact, Physical, and Nat- 
ural Sciences. The price is twenty pesos 
(Argentine). 

Other volumes in preparation are Sr. > 
Gietz's "Catálogo de Publicaciones Perio- 
dicas Argentinas” and Spanish translations 
of Searss List of Subject Headings for 
Small Libraries, Mann’s Introduction to 
Cataloging and the Classification of Books, 
and Drury's Book Selection. 


t À REPORT on the municipal library in 


Rotterdam states that a week after the 
liberation American and English fiction was 
again circulating. ‘The library staff mem- 
bers are hungry for the literature of the war 
years, and they have a feeling that they are 
hopelessly backward. The librarian was a 
loyal Dutch citizen whose two student sons 
were sent to Germany for slave labor for 
two and a half years, 


VERYONE interested in the development 
E of libraries will be pleased to learn 
that a new National School of Librarian- 
ship was inaugurated at a formal ceremony 
in Mexico on July 20. The school was 
proposed by the Mexican Secretary of Edu- 
cation, under whom it will operate, at the 
Third Congress of Librarians and First of 
Archivists held in Mexico City last Oc- 
tober, which went on record as favoring 
the establishment of a library school. The 
director will be Francisco Orozco Muñoz. 
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HE FACILITIES of two major media of 
T audio-visual education—television and 
educational films—are being combined in a 
series of four experimental telecasts under 
the joint auspices of C.B.S. Television and 
Encylopedia Britannica Films. The purpose 
of the experiment is to probe potentiali- 
ties of nationwide dissemination of edu- 
cation and culture through the combination 
of the two devices. If the experiment is 
successful the two organizations plan to 
present a regular television-film, educational 
series this, fall and winter. 


EXTS of two series of broadcasts 

“planned to focus attention and convey 
information about the United Nations" 
have been published by the United Nations 
Information Office, 610 Fifth Ave., New 
York City 20. Half of the twelve were 
conducted by C.BS.s People’s Platform 
and the other half by B.B.C/s Freedom 
Forum, in London. 


HE STAFF of the American Library in 

London compiled An Introductory 
Anthology of President Truman which, in 
point of time, was the first book in England 
about President Truman and probably the 
first book anywhere about him. The book- 
let is based on statements, speeches, etc., 
made by the President from 1939 to Apr. 
12, 1945, and is intended for British con- 
sumption, 


HE SUMMER NUMBER of the Journal 
a of Negro Education is devoted to “Ad- 
ult Education for Negroes in the U. 8." 
The article on “Adult Education in Public 
Libraries and Museums” is by Dorothy G. 
Williams, of the Graduate Library School 
of the University of Chicago and formerly 
an instructor at the Graduate School of 
Library Science at Atlanta University. 


scholarship test in April. 


307 


LMOST a quarter of a million dollars 
A is being awarded in scholarships each 
year by the Pepsi-Cola Company. Over 
3900 schools have indicated their desire to 
participate in this program and nominated 
more than fifteen thousand students for the 
Control over the 
basic policy and administrative operations 
are in the hands of an independent, in- 
corporated group of educators. Examina- 
tions are held to select outstanding students 
from every state in the country and from 
Alaska and Puerto Rico, and additional 
scholarships are also offered to Negroes in 
states which have separate school systems 
for the colored. Each scholarship consists 
of full tuition for four college years to any 
accredited college or university in the coun- 
try, plus $25 a month to help defray living 
expenses during the school year, plus re- 
quired laboratory, library, and student- 
union fees, plus an allowance of three cents 
a mile from home to college and return 
once a year. No use of the project in ad- 
vertising or publicity is contemplated. (A 
longer article on the scholarships was 
printed in School and Society for July 28.) 


THIS YEAR marks the tenth anniversary 
Ta the Social Security Act, according 
to Paul V. McNutt, Federal Security Ad- 
ministrator. The Social Security Board 
report shows that at present 4,250,000 men, 
women, and children in all sections of the 
country are now receiving cash benefits that 
aggregate $111,000,000 a month, and dur- 
ing the entire period since the act became 
law, soctal security payments to individuals 
have approximated nine billion dollars. In- 
formation about the entire program of the 
Social Security Board and about its ten 
years’ activity may be secured from local 
field offices of the board. (See also p. 293- 
94 and 320 of this Bulletin.) 
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1946 Conferences 


Tue A.L.A. President and Executive 
Secretary hope that a midwinter Council 
meeting can be held in Chicago in January 
and that a regular summer conferencé can 
be held in Toronto sometime in June. 
Final arrangements will, of course, depend 
on the decision of the Executive Board, 
which is meeting in Chicago, October 10- 
13. Watch your Bulletin for further an- 
nouncement about conferences. 


New York Library Survey 


On AUGUST 16-17 consultants who are 

making a comprehensive survey of libraries 
of New York State which are under the 
State Board of Regents met in Albany. 
Errett Weir McDiarmid, the chief consult- 
ant, and Dorothy Canfield Fisher, Alvin S. 
Johnson, Car] H. Milam, and Louis Round 
Wilson, associate consultants, met with 
library and education officials of New York 
to map out plans for the survey. Nothing 
was decided at the meeting but among 
‘other points the following were discussed: 
a system of regional libraries supported 
wholly by the state which would assume 
responsibility for complete coverage and 
which would give supplementary service to 
existing libraries, and a state-supported 
agency for cooperative purchase and co- 
operative cataloging for libraries desiring 
such service, 


Recruiting 

Bv PREVIOUS ARRANGEMENT through 
the A.L.A. office, President Ulveling re- 
cently gave an interview to the New York 
Times on the need for librarians. It was 
published August 18 and so far twenty 


letters asking about librarianship as a pro- 
fession have been received as a result of 
the interview. Anita M. Hostetter, chief 
of the Department of Library Education 
and Personnel, is having a large number 
of copies of the interview made for distri- 


' bution and is handling the resultant cor- 


respondence. Five letters approving or 
criticizing Mr. Ulveling's statement have 
been published in the T'imes. 


Officers Visit Foundations 


In late August President Ulveling and 
Executive Secretary Milam visited the new 
president of the Carnegie Corporation, 
Devereux C. Josephs, and David H. Ste- 
vens, director of the Humanities Division 
of the Rockefeller Foundation. Subjects 
under discussion were, of course, related to 
the well-being and advancement of libraries, 
librarians, and librarianship. 


Vatican Cataloging Code 


An ENGLISH TRANSLATION of Rules for 
the Catalog of Printed Books, popularly 
called the Vatican Cataloging Code, made 
by Rev. Thomas J. Shanahan, Victor A. 
Schaefer, and Constantin T. Vesselowsky 
and edited by Wyllis E. Wright, is ready. 
With no subsidy in sight to help pay publi- 
cation costs, issuance of the book depends on 
advance orders. 

The A.L.A. has circulated the larger 
libraries, library schools, and Catholic li- 
braries. So far the response is a little 
short of the 250 orders (at a maximum of 
eighteen dollars) which are needed to guar- 
antee publication. Libraries which have 
overlooked the announcement or those in- 
terested which have failed to receive one 
should please communicate with the A.L.A. 
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Publishing Department at once. The book 
will run to about six hundred pages, plano- 
graphed. 


Library Development Fund 
Memeers of the Library Development 
Fund Campaign Committee from the area 
around Chicago met at A.L.A. Headquar- 
ters on August 13 to plan materials and 
publicity for the intensive fall work. Fol- 


lowing that meeting, in late August in- ` 


formal meetings of leaders of several 
surrounding states were held in New York 
City at a time when both President Ul- 
veling and Executive Secretary Milam 
were on hand and in Chicago at A.L.A. 
Headquarters at the time of the meeting 
of the Illinois State Library Advisory Com- 
mittee and of the University of Chicago 
Graduate Library School Institute. 


Personnel Administration Board 
Meeting. 

ON AVGUST 25-26 and on the evening 
of August 29 several members of the Board 
on Personnel Administration met at A.L.A. 
Headquarters. Eleanor M. Witmer was 
unable to attend but the other members of 
the board were in Chicago at the time and 
did attend: Louis M. Nourse, chairman, 
Clara Wells Herbert, Josie Batcheller 
Houchens, and Errett Weir McDiarmid. 


Membership Leaflet 


A NEW LEAFLET entitled “A.L.A. At 
Your Service’ has been prepared by the 
Membership Department and is now ready 
for use in membership promotion by the 
Membership Committee and others. 


Surplus Property Disposal 
AccorDING to information received at 
A.L.A. Headquarters, surplus property 
disposal to eligible educational institutions, 
including libraries, under Section 13 of the 


NEWS 
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Surplus Property Act of 1944, will ap- 
parently be administered by the Office of 
Education at the national level. At the 
state level it is understood that committees 
or boards, representing various types of 
educational institutions, are being set up at 
the suggestion of the Office of Education. 
Librarians interested in further informa- ` 
tion about surplus property disposal should 
keep in contact with their state library 
extension agencies and should watch for 
announcements in Education For Victory. 


C.L.A. Officers 


Tue NOMINATING COMMITTEE of the 
Children's Library Association has sub- 
mitted the following nominations for 1945- 
46: . 
For vice chairman, Helen Fuller, super- 
visor of work with boys and girls, Public 
Library, Long Beach, Calif. 

For secretary, Carolyn Crawford, chil- 
dren’s librarian, Ohio University Library, 
Athens. 

For treasurer, Elizabeth Hooks Kelly, 
children’s librarian, Public Library, El 
Paso, Tex. . 

The chairman is Harriet W. Leaf, di- 
rector of work with children, Public Li- 
brary, Akron. 

Since no other nominations have been 
submitted, this report has been accepted 
and the nominees are declared elected. 


Cutter Classification 


BECAUSE of recurring requests for revi- 
sion of the Cutter Expansive Classification, 
the A.L.A. Division of Cataloging and 
Classification has appointed a committee to 
make a thorough investigation of the need 
for such a revision. "The first step is to get 
the names of all libraries of every kind and 
size in the United States and Canada which 
use this classification or a modification of it. 
It would also be helpful to know what li~, 
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braries have changed from Cutter to some 
' other classification and how recently. If 
your library falls in either class or if you 
can give any information that might be 
helpful, please address Dora M. Pearson, 
Cutter Classification Committee, Public 
Library of the District of Columbia, Wash- 
‘ington 1, D.C. 


Army and Navy Libraries 

Ratpu A. Uxveine, Ralph M. Dun- 
bar, and Carl H. Milam attended a two- 
day meeting with Army officers and Army 
civilian librarians discussing Army library 
programs for the immediate future and for 
peacetime. On a third day they met again 
with officers of the Army, Navy, Marine 
Corps, and Coast Guard for a discussion of 
library service. The three named above 
and Carl Vitz, who was unable to attend, 
serve as a library advisory council to the 
Joint Army and Navy Committee on Edu- 
cation and Recreation. 


Movie on Library Service 

THE Commission on Motion Pictures 
of the American Council on Education will 
include a motion picture on library service 
in a series which it is now developing for 
recommendation to a group of commercial 
motion picture producers. ‘The series is 
entitled '"This Is Our Town" and will 
include films on various aspects of civic 
life which reflect democratic methods. In 
proposing that libraries be included, the 


* * 
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A.L.A. Public Relations Office submitted 
a documented prospectus which is now be- 
ing used as the basis of a scenario. “There 
is as yet no information on when the film 
will be ready. 


Headquarters. Staff 

Mae GRAHAM, acting director, Depart- 
ment of Library Science, College of Wil- 
liam and Mary, Williamsburg, Va., and 
H. Carolyn Howard, assistant professor, 
Department of Librarianship, New York 
State College for Teachers, Albany, as- 
sisted with the placement service of the 
Personnel Office during the summer. 

Mrs. Madge Collar Preble is serving as 
temporary part-time assistant in the Public 
Library Office during September and Oc- . 
tober. 


All-India Library Conference 


PLANS are being worked out for a meet- 
ing of an All-India Library Conference in 
1946 and the A.L.A. has asked Flora B. 
Ludington, director of the Américan Li- 
brary in Bombay, to represent the A.L.A. 


Study of T.V.A. Personnel Setup 
Haze. B. Timmerman, chief, A.L.A. 
Personnel Office, is making a study of the 
personnel program of the Tennessee Valley 
Authority. Miss Timmerman will spend 
several weeks in Knoxville, beginning Sep- 
tember 11. ` . 


* 


Ir wE are to have true liberals we must begin their serious education after the college 


age. 
open at all. 


Let us say at 25, for it is at 25 that most minds begin to open, if they are ever to 


The job of creating the kind of liberals useful in our democratic and international 
age is a job for us adult educators. Are we equal to the job? | 
— "Liberal Adult Education" by Alvin, Johnson 
Adult Éducation Journal, July 1945 
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Army Educational Pamphlets 


Tue Army has now made it possible 
for the public to obtain copies of the 
“G.I. Roundtable,” educational pamphlets 
heretofore issued only to service personnel. 
Titles of the pamphlets range from What 
Shall be Done With the War Criminals? 
and How Shall Lend-Lease Accounts be 
Settled? to Do You Want Your Wife to 
Work After the War? and What Has 
Alaska to Offer Postwar Pioneers? New 
titles are coming from the presses at the 
rate of about two a month. 

The pamphlets do not answer the ques- 
tions presented. They are simply guides to 
group discussion prepared by authorities on 
each subject, then carefully reviewed by 
other authorities to be sure of impartiality, 
and then put into clear and simple English. 
The American Historical Association was 
asked by the War Department to help in 
preparing authentic and unbiased material, 
and Guy Stanton Ford, executive secretary 
of the association, directed the program. 

Single copies may be secured for 15¢ from 
the Superintendent of Documents, Wash- 
ington 25, D.C. Orders for one hundred 
or more copies are subject to a 25 per cent 
discount. 


Library Organization Techniques 
Manual of Techniques in Library Or- 
ganization by Ruby Ethel Cundiff is No. 2 
in the Peabody Contribution to Library 
Education series and may be used either as 
a textbook or as a reference book. ‘The 
manual gives techniques of acquisition, me- 
chanical preparation of books, circulation, 
inventory, periodicals, binding, mending, 
pamphlet files, gifts, and exchanges. The 


Brief News of 


General Interest 





illustrated, planographed booklet is avail- 
able to librarians for $1.50 plus postage, 
and orders should be sent to the Peabody 
Press, Peabody College, Nashville 4, Tenn. 


Book Weeks in November 


' CHILDREN’S Book WEEK, sponsored an- 
nually by the Children's Book Council, will 
be celebrated November 11-17, continuing 
the theme used last year— "United through 
Books. A poster (inset) in color and 
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other materials, such as bookmarks, maps, 
broadsides, a phonograph record of a book 
talk by May Lamberton Becker, and a 
handbook of promotional suggestions are 
available at varying prices. For further in- 
formation or to obtain promotional aids, 
write to the Children's Book Council, 62 W. 
45th St., New York City r9. 
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The theme of National Catholic Book 
Week, to be observed November 4-10, is 
to be “Keys to World Peace—Christian 
Books.” An official poster, which will be 
available for display, was chosen from a 
contest held in March. Further informa- 
tion may be obtained from Brother J. Syl- 
vester, director, Catholic Book Week, St. 
Louis 17, or from Dorothy E. Lynn, Cath- 
olic Library Association, University of 
Scranton, P.O. Box 631, Scranton 1, Pa. 


American Education Week 


‘THE TWENTY-FIFTH annual observance 
of American Education Week will be cele- 
brated November 11-17. In keeping with 
the ideals of free public education, the 


theme this year will be “Education to Pro- 
mote the General Welfare.” For a complete 
list of materials available, including pam- 
phlets, radio scripts, recordings, plays, post- 
ers, etc., write to the National Education 
Association, 1201 16th St, N.W., Wash- 
ington 6, D.C. 
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Aid to Veterans 


Veterans Outlook, “a monthly magazine 
designed to serve as a clearinghouse of 
economic, social, and legislative informa- 
tion for ex-servicemen as well as those who 
are endeavoring to assist them,” has just 
been published by the Public Affairs Press. 
The magazine contains general articles as 
well as articles directed at G.I.'s interested 
in jobs, farms, business, and education 
opportunities. There is also. information 
on demobilization, Veterans Administra- 
tion, and veterans organizations. The sub- 
scription rate is $4 per year and single 
numbers are 35¢. Requests should be made 
to Veterans Outlook, 2153 Florida Ave., 
N.W., Washington 8, D.C. 


Virginia Gazette Index 


AN INDEX to the Virginia Gazette, pub- 
‘lished in Williamsburg, Va., from 1736 
to 1780, is in preparation by Colonial Wil- ' 
liamsburg. Any library having copies of 
the Virginia Gazette and with which there 
has been no correspondence, is asked to 
write to Lester J. Cappon, research editor, 
Institute of Early American History and 
Culture, Williamsburg, Va. 


Milwaukee Civil Service Exams 


THe MürwAUKEE City Service Com- 
mission announces six civil service examina- 
tions for Municipal Reference Librarian 
and Librarian IV (children's work, cata- 
loging, or in-service training and personnel 
control). Salaries are $312 and $282 per 
month respectively. Age at time of ex- 
amination: 35 and 45 respectively. Appli- 
cants must be U.S. citizens and have college 
degrees and, in the case of the municipal 
reference librarianship, one year of gradu- 
ate work in political science, statistics, allied 
social sciences, or law. Library educational 
and experience prerequisites vary with the 
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position, Examinations will be given in 
Milwaukee and at other locations in the 
U.S. to meet the convenience of the candi- 
dates. Applications must be made on a 
blank furnished by the commission, Room 
716, City Hall, Milwaukee, and must be 
filed not later than October 3 and October 
8 respectively. 


Library Want Lists Published 


IN ORDER TO improve the field of li- 
brarian-bookseller cooperation “a coopera- 
tive dedicated to promoting and publicizing 
the services of the used rare and out of 
print book trade" called the American An- 
tiquarian Booksellers is now in process of 
organization. The group, which repre- 
sents a large group of cooperating booksel- 
lers with over a million books, plans to 
publish all library want lists without cost 
to the library. It simply acts as the cen- 
tral agency, with all the business being done 
directly with the bookseller following the 
issuance of the regular cumulated, lists. 
According to information from the organ- 
ization, other cooperative services of inter- 
est to the library field will be initiated later. 
The address of the American Antiquarian 
Booksellers is 529 S. Melville St., Phila- 
delphia 43. . 


Business Planning 


THE JUNE ISSUE of Facts and Figures 
published’ by the Business and Labor. Serv- 
ice of the Akron Public Library and the 
Bierce Library of the University of Akron 
is entitled “Tools for Business Planning.” 
Its subsections are “How to Keep Abreast 
of Happenings in Washington,” listing 
publications and columns from and about 
the Washington scene; "Where to Find 
Information for Planning; and “New 


‘Must’ Reading for the Businessman.” 


The bulletin is issued ten times yearly and 
is free to subscribers in Akron and Summit 
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County, Ohio, but is 50¢ a year to others 
within the United States. Subscriptions 
should be addressed to Otto Pragan, Busi- 
ness and Labor Service, Akron Public Li- 
brary, Akron 8. 


Public Affairs Pamphlets 

Straight Talk for Disabled Veterans by 
Edna Yost, Race Riots Aren’t Necessary 
by Alfred McClung Lee, and Youth and 
Your Community by Alice C. Weitz are 
Nos. 106-08 of the Public Affairs Pamphlet 
series and may be purchased for 104 each 
from the Public Affairs Committee, Inc., 
30 Rockefeller Plaza, New York City 20. 


Publicity and Public Relations 

THE June issue of the New Jersey 
Library Bulletin is devoted principally to 
material on publicity and public relations 
which was presented at the Institute for 
New Jersey Librarians held in July 1944. 
Included are papers on work with com- 
munity groups, exhibit and display aids and 
suggestions, and other aids in publicity. 

Any librarian may receive a copy of the 
issue by sending 4¢ in. stamps to cover post- 
age to Raymond C. Lindquist, Public Li- 
brary Commission, Trenton 7, N.J. 


Film Preservatiori 

AT THE THIRTIETH annual meeting of the 
National University Extension Association 
the resolution was passed that federal de- 
partments and agencies be urged to pre- 
serve films made by them to promote the 
progress of the war, to encourage the 
purchase of war bonds, and to educate and 
train service personnel. It was also recom- ` 
mended that prints of desirable films no 
longer needed be reallocated to educational 
institutions and that educational agencies 
be allowed to purchase additional prints of 
films suitable for use in civilian training 
and educational programs. 
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CBC Publications 


Tur Canapian Broadcasting Corpora- 
tion will send to libraries in the U.S. and 
Canada copies of the following of its pub- 
lications free upon request: Of Things to 
Come—Inquiry on Postwar World; These 
United States; Old Country Mail (Vol. 
3), a selection of letters from that program 
describing conditions in Britain before and 
during the blitz; We Have Been There (2 
vols.), reports by qualified observers on 
wartime England; and Carrying the Tools 
to Britain, a CBC war game suitable for 
children's work. 

To secure these books, write to the Cana- 
dian Broadcasting Corporation, Box 500, 
Toronto 1, Ont., Canada. 


War Against Waste 


THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION of Better 
Business Bureaus, Inc., has published a 
series of one-page leaflets entitled War 
Against Waste, which will be sent free to 
libraries. Each leaflet discusses the care and 
conservation of various fabrics, electrical 
equipment, household furnishings, food, etc. 
Requests should be addressed to the Na- 
tional Association of Better Business Bu- 
reaus, Ínc, 212 Cuyahoga Building, 
Cleveland 14. 


Work Simplification 

A PAMPHLET on the work simplification 
program of the U.S. Bureau of the Budget 
has been published by Public Administra- 
tion Service, since the plan should be use- 
ful not only to the government bureau but 
to large state and local organizations as 
well. The booklet, entitled Work Simpli- 
fication, is No. 91 in the series of Public 
Administration Service Publications and is 
fully illustrated. It may be purchased for 
$1 from the Public Administration Service, 
1313 E. 60th St., Chicago 37. 
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Reading Conference Yearbook 


Tue ALPHA.lorA chapter of the na- 
tional education fraternity Pi Lambda 
Theta and the Claremont Colleges Library 
have published the 1945 Claremont College 
Reading Conference Yearbook. This tenth 
yearbook on reading problems has 159 pages 
and may be ordered for $2.50 from the 
Claremont Colleges Library, Harper Hall, 
Claremont, Calif. 

One of the interesting features of the 
conference on reading at Claremont is that 
reading is considered on a much broader 
basis than is commonly the case: reading is 
viewed as a process including not only 
printed matérial but oneself, other people, 
and the objects of one’s environment. 


Southern Books 


Tue Southern Packet, subtitled 4 
Monthly Miscellany of Southern Books and 
Ideas, began publication in June, “It pro- 
poses to act as a clearinghouse on notices of 
books published, to print competent reviews 
of books of regional interest, and to pre- 
sent as rapidly as possible a complete bibli- 
ography of recently published works on the 
South.” The bulletin will not mention 
books from national publishing houses, ex- 
cept in special cases, as these are reviewed 
elsewhere, but will attempt to list only 
books published by Southern presses. Sub- 
scriptions are 50¢ per year or three years 
for $1, from the Southern Packet, 48 Wal- 
nut St., Asheville, N.C. 


National Geographic Bulletin 


BEGINNING in October, the National 
Geographic Society, Washington 6, D.C., 
is again offering its weekly Geographic 
School Bulletins for a charge of 25¢ per 
year to cover the cost of mailing and han- 
dling. 
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Canadian Film Is Ready 


THE FILM on regional library service, 
"Library on Wheels," produced by the Na- 
tional Film Board of Canada, is now ready 
for distribution. It is a two-reel film, 
takes thirteen minutes to run, costs $22.50, 
and American orders should be sent to the 
National Film Board of Canada, 84 E. 
Randolph St., Chicago. 


Conservation Magazine 


The Land, a quarterly periodical issued 
"by Friends of the Land, a nonprofit, non- 
partisan society for the conservation of soil, 
rain, and man," is an educational and in- 
spirational, but not technical, publication. 
Membership in the Friends of the Land, 


"which includes a subscription to T'he Land, 


is offered to libraries and schools for $3 a 
year. Memberships should be sent to 
Friends of the Land, 1 S. Fourth St., Co- 
lumbus. 


Library Meetings 
THE FOLLOWING library groups are plan- 


ning meetings this fall at the times and 


places indicated : 

Quebec Library Association, with Mont- 
real Branch of S.L.A., Montreal, October 
11-13 

Michigan Library Association, Detroit, 
October 18-20 

Mississippi Library Association, Jackson, 
October 18-19 

Wisconsin Library Association, Milwau- 
kee, October 25-26 
© School Libraries Section of Maryland Li- 
brary Association, Baltimore, October 27. 


New Frontiers Series 

A SERIES of four-page leaflets entitled 
New Frontiers is being published by the 
Educational Policies Commission for the 
purpose of focusing the attention of various 
groups on the importance of-education in 


- veterans, 


international relations. Two of the leaflets, 
one for youth organizations and one for 
labor, are now in print. Other groups for 
which material will be prepared are 
college fraternities, churches, 
Negroes, farm groups, and alumni associa- 
tions. 

The leaflets will be supplied in quantities 
free for the groups concerned, and requests 
for these or for single copies should be 
addressed to the Educational Policies Com- 
mission, 1201 16th St., N.W., Washington 
6, D.C. 


"Dime Novel" Thrillers 


OLD-TIME “dime novel" thrillers may be 
secured by libraries for exhibit purposes 
without charge from the Dime Novel Club. 
Librarians should state how much space is 
available for the exhibits so that a proper 
number of novels may be sent. 

Requests should be mailed to Charles 
Bragin, secretary,.Dime Novel Club, 1525 
W. rath St., Brooklyn 4. 


Library Service for Small Schools 


THe Micuican STATE LIBRARY and 
the Michigan Department of Public In- 
struction have published a leaflet entitled 
Library Service for the One and Two 
Room School which should be of value to 
many librarians who have charge of small 
libraries. It describes simple procedures 
and suggests places where services may be 
obtained. Single copies of the leaflet will 
be sent free to librarians upon request to 
the Michigan State Library, Lansing 13. 


Correction 


THE NOTE on page 285 of the Septem- 
ber issue of the Bulletin on the New Jersey 
College for Women scholarship should have 
stated that it was established by the library, 
not the library school. 
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Communications to or 


from A.L.A. Members 





Librarians’ Salaries 


TO THE EDITOR: i 

In the New York Times of August 18 an 
interview with the President of the A.L.A. 
contained a statement that salaries of pro- 
fessional librarians range from $1,800 to 
$10,000. This was challenged in a letter to 
the editor by Marcia Hysop, who pointed out 
that library journals are carrying advertis- 
ments seeking librarians at $1,500 and $1,600. 

It seems obvious that these ads are having 
the opposite effect from that intended. In- 
stead of recruiting librarians, they are driving 
candidates away from the profession. For 
those already in library work, they have the 
unwholesome tendency to depress salaries and 
they confound the efforts of the sincere ad- 
ministrator who is trying to prove to his board 
of trustees and his community that library 
salaries have advanced considerably since the 
war. : 

Physicians look upon those in their profes- 
sion who try to cut fees as unethical practi- 
tioners and treat them accordingly. If there 
are libraries shameless enough to want to 
advertise their poverty, they should not be 
permitted to use professional journals as a 
sounding board. 

Is it not in the best interest of the profes- 
sion to insist that libraries seeking assistants 
at less than an $1,800 minimum shall not be 
permitted to mention specific salaries in their 
ads? Money and effort is being wasted in a 
recruiting campaign if it is to be sabotaged by 
the demoralizing influence of those employers 
seeking professional people at unrepresentative 
salaries. 

GroncE M. Kors, Junior Librarian 
New York State 
Division of Placement and 

` Unemployment Insurance Library 


New York City 
Do We Have the "Librarian Look"? 


TO THE PUBLIC RELATIONS CHIEF: 

One of our correspondents to our Letters 
Department has suggested that you might be 
interested ‘in the discussion which has stirred 
up librarians among our readers. 

À few Weeks ago our movie critic casually 


referred to a "librarian look."  Righteously 
indignant at the implied slur on the profession, 
a number of librarians have written asking 
why the librarian look is any different from 
any other look. In reply we published photos 
of our movie critic and our librarian—which, 
apparently, has not helped matters. 

Our correspondents have insisted that there 
are librarians who look at least as good as 
movie critics and maybe as good as movie 
stars. Do you agree? If you do, we should 
appreciate your giving us the names of such 
librarians (male or female) so that we can 
get their pictures for possible publication, as 
suggested by some who have entered the dis- 
cussion. 

We're very fond of librarians ourselves and 
we certainly want to give the profession its 
due. 

Many M. AHERN 
Newsweek 
New York City 18 


TO MISS AHERN: 

If your movie critic’s idea of the librarian 
look is Danny Kaye as Brother Edwin, here 
is evidence to prove him wrong. If it’s Vir- 
ginia Mayo, here is evidence to prove him 
right. 

It looks as if movie producers have dis- 
covered that librarians are often decorative, 
usually kind-natured and physically fit. We 
hear that Clark Gable falls in love with one 
in his next picture, and who wants more than 
that? The librarian in the movie 4 Tree 
Grows in Brooklyn is sympathetic, not at all 
like the forbidding creature in the book. But 
librarians have suffered so long from the 
ivory tower legend that the California Li- 
brary Association last year appointed a com- 
mittee to change the minds of movie and radio 
producers. Maybe you would like to get in 
touch with the chairman, Eva L. Robertson, 
Occidental College Library, Los Angeles. 

Orca M. Pererson, Chief 
Public Relations Office 


1 Photographs of several librarians were sent to 
Newsweek, and in the August 13 issue Newsweek 
printed Miss Peterson's letter, together with pictures 
of Charles M. Mohrhardt, Detroit Public Library, and 
Helen Louise Huber, Marquette University Library, 
Milwaukee, 
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Service on the Square 


TO THE PUBLIC RELATIONS CHIEF: 

We started Public Square book service on 

July 16 and think it well worth while as a 
public relations project. We park our book 
truck in the square from 11:30-2:00 Mondays 
through Fridays. We set up a red and white 
folding table, chair, and beach umbrella. We 
register adult patrons and lend books and 
magazines for home use or for reading in the 
square. We've circulated books on engineer- 
ing drawing, trigonometry, English literature, 
cooking, credit letters, business management, 
driving an automobile, mathematics refresher, 
religion, salesmanship, biography, war narra- 
tives, and of course fiction. 

It has rained so much we've hardly had a 
fair trial, but think we'll start June 1 of 
next year, staff permitting, 

Grace W. Estes, Librarian 
: Osterhout Free Library 
Wilkes-Barre, Pa. 


t 


Book Campaigns : 
TO WILLIAM S. HEPNER:' 


In accordance with the agreement at the 
time of the dissolution of the Victory Book 
Campaign Board that the three sponsoring 
agencies should keep each other informed of 
any book collection activities, I am sending 
you this interim report on A.L.A.'s activities. 

The A.L.A. has had reports from libraries 
in a number of places throughout the country 
that they are continuing to collect books and 
distribute them to those military installations 
which need them. On the many occasions 
when librarians have asked for instructions 
for handling books collected for service men 
and women, we have suggested that they 
distribute the books to nearby camps, stations, 
the merchant marine, and other units, and 
that they seek the aid of the Army and Navy 
for shipping instructions and transportation if, 
required, . 

Except for this advisory service to our mem- 
bers, the A.L.A. has discontinued all activity 
in the collection and distribution of books for 
the armed forces. However, the Association 
has been one of the organizations participating 
in setting up a Joint Committee on Books for 

1 National director of the Military and Naval Wel- 


fare Service, American Red Cross, National Headquar- 
ters, Washington 13, D.C. 
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‘Devastated Libraries which is planning to col- 


lect books for distribution to libraries in war 
areas of the world. 
Cart H. MILAM 


Executive Secretary 


On Replies to Bulletin 
Questionnaires í 
TO THE EDITOR: 


In re commentary on member’s replies to 
recent questionnaires, it is a bit of a shock 
to think that only seventeen members of 
A.L.A. are willing to spend five minutes to 
make a professional contribution to them- 
selves! (See page-278 of the September 
Bulletin.) 

When I finished reading your statement I 
flipped to the back pages to see if we had 
another questionnaire and found one designed 
to analyze the needs for professional bulletins. 
But—willing as I may be to make a return 
on the question, I do hate to sacrifice page 
287 to do it? The positions listed may not 
interest me as an individual seeking placement 
but they do interest me as a student of trends 
in the profession. . . . i 

JANE BREWER, Custodian 

Real Property Survey Data 

Federal Housing Administration 
Washington, D.C. 


Films for the Victory Loan 
TO THE EDITOR: 


The Victory Loan Drive is scheduled for 
October 29-December 7. This eighth and 
last bond drive will emphasize rehabilitation. 
All public libraries are called upon to inform 
their community groups about the 16mm. 
films which are available for local bond rallies 
and for group meetings. There are excellent 
additional films for this drive. 

In the last drive a number of libraries took 
active part in informing groups about the 
films available, in booking films for groups, 
in serving as depository film libraries, and in 
lending films. In this drive many more li- 
braries should assist their communities to 
know about and obtain 16mm. films. 

For information about films and plans, 





1 Tearing a half sheet from the Bulletin or writing 
replies on a postcard or letter seem to be the best 
means of soliciting membership opinion, since our 
mailing permit prevents enclosing a loose sheet.—Ep, 
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write immediately to your state 16mm. chair- 
man for the Victory Loan Drive or to me as 
your library representative on the National 
16mm. Victory Film Committee. 
RicHanD B. Srarock, Librarian 
Gary, Ind., Public Library 


About the A.L.A. Budget 


TO THE BUDGET COMMITTEE AND EXECUTIVE 
BOARD: 


'This is a budget letter without many fig- 
ures. 

We are following the usual procedure in 
preparation for the Budget Committee meet- 
ing, namely: 

I. We are preparing budgets for the 
several departments, offices, and activities on 
approximately the same scale as for the previ- 
ous year, 

2. We are listing separately the new or 
supplemental requests for those activities and 
the requests from boards and committees. 

As the totals for 1 and 2 exceed the esti- ` 
mated income, the normal problem is to select 
, activities to be cut or to be increased or to 
receiye appropriations for the first time. 

It is appropriate, howevér, in this first 
budget-making session of the new reconstruc- 
tion period, that we should dig a little deeper 
and look a little farther ahead than has some- 
times been considered necessary in recent 
years, in view of our relatively static income 
for general purposes. 

‘Here are a few facts and questions in- 
tended to help your own thinking: 

'The Association is committed, by Council 
and Executive Board action, to the. main- 
tenance of a college library advisory service, 
a statistical service, and an adult education 
advisory service. 

'The first was never inaugurated because, 
when it came into the picture, we found it 
impossible to obtain funds and because in- 
come from endowment was less than expected. 
The last two were discontinued a few years 
ago because of decreasing income and increas- 
ing costs. (Some adult education and some 
statistical work have been done by Miss Mer- 
rill and her associates from time to time.) 

The Association is also committed, by 
Council and Executive Board action, to the 
maintenance of: a Public Library Office, a 
School and Children’s Library Office, an Edu- 
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cation for Librarianship Office, a Personnel 
Office. 

For obvious reasons it should continue: the » 
Membership Office, the 4.L.4. Bulletin, the 
Public Relations Office, the Headquarters Li- 
brary. ] 

Also to be included in this list, by action 
of the Executive Board and because of the 
need to improve Headquarters relations with 
members, is an associate secretary. 

Note that we are not including in this 
consideration: publications, which are self- 
supporting; or special activities, financed by 
special grants. For the present the activities 
made possible by the Library Development 
Fund may be considered as special. 

The whole problem can be summarized’ in 
this statement: we are under obligation to do 
more than we can do with the available in- 
come. It is, therefore, a question either of 
(1) selection or (2) increasing our income. 

'To recapitulate: We are now operating, 
and should continue: Membership Office, 
A.L.4. Bulletin, and Public Relations, which 
are now budgeted as Membership and Con- 


' ference; Education for Librarianship Office 


and Personnel Office, which are budgeted sep- 
arately but operated as the Department of 
Library Education and Personnel; Public 
Library Office, School and Children's Library 
Office, and Headquarters Library, which are 
budgeted separately but operated as the De- 
partment of Information and Advisory Serv- 
ices. 

We are not operating but should inaugu- 
rate: (1) college library advisory service, (2) 
statistical service (except to a very slight de- 
gree), (3) adult education advisory service 
(except to a very slight degree). 

We urgently need to expand: (4) the Per- 
sonnel Office. 

Some of you will wish to add public rela- 
tions. Possibly we should. I am not in- 
cluding it in this group of five items because 


‘the Library Development Fund will enable 


us to expand public relations a little in one 
direction. 

We urgently need: (5) an associate secre- 
tary. 

'The last five numbered items thus appear 
to represent our chief deficiencies. In money, 
that deficiency may be thought of as seventy- 
five thousand dollars plus. (It is not to be 
assumed that any present activity in the un- 








i THE POST 


s 


numbered group is adequately financed, in the. 


opinion of the staff or of the Association mem- 
bers most interested. Actually, our present 
salary scale makes it extremely difficult to 
get and keep competent professional and 
clerical employees.) 


What to do£, 


Mr. Dooley's preliminary estimates indi- 
cate that we shall be fortunate if we can 
continue operations in 1945-46 on the same 
level as in 1944-45. There is no room for 
expansion here. However, we can always dis- 


continue one activity and start another if the - 


Executive Board so decides. Going activities 
expect to be carefully scrutinized when they 
come into competition with urgent proposals 
awaiting action. 

Miss Fulmer's position has been purposely 
left vacant until you could decide whether the 
salary of $3114 should be used for a suc- 
cessor who would (1) assist Miss Merrill in 
public library information and advisory serv- 
ice, carry "Headquarters relations with the 
'Trustees Division and individual trustees, 
with the Friends of Libraries Committee, an- 
swer inquirles in that field, and handle some 
adult education problems (all of which Miss 
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Fulmer did), or (2) do something else such 
as I or 2 or 3 or 4 above. (Related.to this 
is the fact that Miss Merrill retires next 
spring, before the fiscal year ends.) 

On account of the need for more funds 
for general purposes (and also for many 
special purposes), the A.L.A. has engaged 
Andrew B. Lemke to explore possibilities. Be- 
cause I consider that prospects for results are 
at least fair and because I know of no better 
way to try to solve our financial problem, I 
hope he will be continued at least for this 
fiscal year. However, if the Executive Board 
thinks otherwise, his service can be discon- 
tinued on two months’ notice, with a saving of 
around five to six hundred dollars a month for 
salary and expenses, which could then be ap- 
propriated for one of the numbered items. 

And there you have our main budget prob- 
lems in outline. I know the Budget Com- 
mittee, as well as Mr, Dooley and I, will 
welconie comments from members of the 
board in advance of the meeting of the com- 
mittee, October 5-6. If there are questions, 
we shall try to answer them. I don’t need 
to label the problem “serious” or our need 
for your best thought “urgent.” 

Cart H. Miram, Executive Secretary 


Positions 


Wanted: Children’s librarian, salary, $1800 
up; two school librarians, salary open. Chicago 
suburb. L.S. degree required. A27 


Wanted: JUNIOR LIBRARIANS. Vacancies, 
San Diego, Calif., Public Library, in branch, 
children’s, and catalog departments, for gradu- 
ates of accredited library schools. Salaries, 
$1884-$2520. Civil service examinations ar- 
ranged in convenient locations. 


Wanted: Children’s librarian with training 
and experience. Salary, $1800-$2400. Give 
references, qualifications, and picture. Gilbert 
M. Simmons Library, Kenosha, Wis. 


Wanted: Children’s librarian with library 
training and experience in work with elemen- 
tary schools, Salary, $1800-$2000. Give refer- 
ences, education, and experience. Free Public 
Library, Rutherford, N.J. 


Wanted; Both a county librarian and a chil- 
dren's librarian at the Carnegie Public Library, 
Steubenville, Ohio. Information on request. 


Wanted: Trained librarian for position in 
Harris County Public Library, Houston, Tex. 
Salary, $1800. Give education, experience, ref- 
erences, and include picture. 


Wanted: Head, work with children, and head, 
adult circulation department. Library school 
graduates. Beginning salaries, $1700-$2000, de- 
pending upon experience. Write, enclosing 
small picture, qualifications, and references, to 
Alice Williams, librarian, Public Library, Mo- 
line, Ill. 


Wanted; Library school graduate wishes posi- 
tion; 15 years experience in children's, interme- 
diate, and adult departments, also as county 
librarian and branch librarian. Prefer county 
work or librarianship of small library. A28. 
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: — What About Social Security? 


N ORDER THAT the entire membership may have an opportunity to express an opinion on this 

question, a ballot is printed below. The fact that the proposed bills in Congress exempt 

governmental units having pension plans should be taken into consideration in answering 
this question. 

In the meantime, additional information is being prepared for the Council in order 
that a course of action for the Association may be determined, this to be in keeping with 
the expression of opinion received in the August poll. Council will be asked to study 
‘ the results of this poll, pro and con arguments from the letters received, and details of 
l the current bills in order that instructions may be drawn for action by the Executive 
E Board through the new library representative in Washington. The immediate question 
is the advisability of supporting the bill now before Congress which seems best to achieve 
the desires of the membership—making it possible to place librarians not now eligible 
to participate in pension systems under federal social security. (See also pages 293-94.) 


Please fill out, tear off, and return this blank to Richard D. Sealock, Public Library, Gary, Ind. 


ri. Do you favor extending the federal social security plan to include all library staff members 
of public and endowed institutions? ..........cccseee eee eeeeueees MEE Qaod diei e e SIR e A 


eris tenaeottunuttsóthbuheeet»tvecsertheevbiescsceoetseteseetosetosasesesevsovnturtecisaseonnotbisovevewssveeoo 


3. Should the A.L.A. support a specific bill now in Congress which would extend this coverage to 
nearly all gainfully employed workers including librarians but which would exclude those in public 





institutions now having pension plans? ........c. cece ee cece cece ee ee cence eee hehe 


aera a re a o 


Executive Board Meets on October 10-13 
Your Opinion Is Needed by Then 
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President's Report 


HESE WORDS are being written 

scarcely two months after the close 

of the year covered by this report, 
yet so completely have recent events 
changed the picture that the year under 
review seems remote and unreal. Peace, 
to which we all looked forward, came with 
such suddenness as to leave us breathless 
and unready. Release of the atom bomb 
changed overnight the meaning of time and 
space and power. Yes, the war with its 
stresses and strains is over, but now the 
postwar world is here with its problems of 
demobilization, readjustment, and recon- 
version added to those age-old and never- 
solved human difficulties of living together 
as a nation and in a world where justice, 
liberty, and the freedoms are wanted by all. 

'The events of the Association year al- 
ready seem remote, as of another era. 
However, there may be some merit, we 
hope, in setting them down as a part of 
the record. New problems do have their 
origins in the old. ‘Today’s accomplish- 
ments were planned yesterday, and tomor- 
row's, we hope, have to some extent been 
anticipated and prepared for in the present. 

'The report of the Executive Secretary 
and of the various committees, boards, and 
divisions which follow, will present the 
details of the year’s work and will’ make 
clear that much was done, and done despite 
many handicaps. In my brief statement I 
will touch chiefly on some of the important 
activities and problems of the year or on 
matters with which I, as President, was 
especially concerned. 

'The year was one in which meetings 
could not be held. Precedents to guide the 
officers were few. The only “regular” 
meeting was in October when the Council 
and the Executive Board, one or the other, 


were in almost continuous session for four 
days, coping with a mass of accumulated 
business; there had been no meeting of the 
Executive Board in twelve months, none 
of the Council in twenty, and none of the 
Association in ‘twenty-seven. 

As the A.L.A. Constitution was drafted 
on the assumption that there would be fre- 
quent meetings of the Association and its 
legislative and executive governing bodies, 
machinery to conduct necessary Association 
business without meetings had to be ex- 
temporized. Voting by mail was author- 
ized by a mail vote, and the officers met 
and made decisions, subsequently to be 
ratified by mail votes of the Executive 
Board, Much was thus, of necessity, de- 
cided without the benefit of adequate dis- 
cussion and presentation, and, though 
opinion was sought through the pages of 
the 4.L.A4. Bulletin and by letter and much 
was received, it was at best only a partial 
substitute. 

Because of this lack of meetings, one 
A.L.A. need was highlighted, namely, the 
necessity of developing closer and better 


- relationships with members and member 


groups and for increasing the opportunities 
for expression and exchange of membership 
opinion. : 

A Committee on Relations with Local 
Library Groups and on Membership Par- 
ticipation, under Marian C. Manley’s 
chairmanship, made available much helpful 
information which was and will continue 
to be useful for planning in this area. The 
pages of the 4.L.A4. Bulletin were used to 
tell members of the work of the A.L.A. 
and to ask them for opinion on specific 
questions. Criticism was sought and met 
with some measure of success. At the time 
of the October meeting the Executive 
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Board met with officers of the various 
divisions to discuss difficulties, programs, 
and possibilities of more effective and 
understanding cooperation. 

The Association of College and Refer- 
ence Libraries, one of the divisions of the 
A.L.A., has had champions who felt that 
it did not share fairly in the funds and 
attention of the Association and who ex- 
pressed their point of view forcefully and 
with considerable supporting argument. 
Officers of the Association throughout the 
year devoted much time to a study of the 
situation and many letters and. reports 
passed back and forth. Almost at the 
year's end the officers of A.L.A. met with 
officers and directors of A.C.R.L. As a 
result, a much better understanding of 
points of view and needs was arrived at. 
All present at the' meeting felt hopeful that 
a renewed and concerted attack would 
yield tangible results. 


Representation over the Country 


HE OFFICERS made an effort to attend 
_ l meetings of state library associations and 
other groups. Althea H. Warren, Ralph 
A. Ulveling, and Carl H. Milam ably 
seconded the efforts of your President in 
this respect. On several occasions, because 
of his own inability to attend, he asked 
other members to respond as his personal 
representative. An unusually large num- 
ber of librarians were thus reached directly 
by someone who could speak for the Asso- 
ciation in an official capacity. I wish that 
this could be done more often, as all of us 


felt that visits to Louisiana and Texas, 
. the Pacific Northwest, the Dakotas, Ohio 


and Pennsylvania, South Carolina, New, 


Jersey, Massachusetts, and Canada—to 
mention only a few—were of great value. 

Committee work also suffered, since 
seldom were meetings possible. This 
brought into sharper relief the need for 
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someone to work with and to help boards 
and committees which, with some excep- 
tions, have thus far had no liaison with the 
Headquarters staff. The further realiza- 
tion that more help should be given to 
individual members and to committees, 
round tables, and divisions, and that a 
closer relationship with state associations 
and local groups should be developed and 
the A.L.A. more frequently represented at 
their meetings, convinced your officers that 
the greatest present staff need is an assistant 
executive secretary to devote himself (or 
herself) to these vitally important phases 
of Association work, on which membership 
strength and membership morale depend so 
largely. 


Finances 


INANCES presented a difficult problem. 

Increasing demands and decreasing pur- 
chasing power of the dollar are familiar 
headaches to all responsible for library 
budgets. The A.L.A. budget is no excep- 
tion. Income was stationary, or nearly so, 
because dues remained unchanged, securities 
became less productive, and for the many 
members who entered the armed forces, the 
payment of dues was suspended. 

On the other hand, costs, especially 
salary costs, increased. Chicago was one 
of the most critical manpower areas, which 
made the maintenance of a clerical staff 
extremely difficult. It seems appropriate 
to take this opportunity to express appre- 
ciation to the Headquarters professional 
staff for carrying on so well the Associa- 
tion’s business, made trebly difficult because 
of wartime restrictions, shortages ' and 
turnover in help, and the need for training 
and supervising a constantly changing and 
inexperienced personnel. 

The budget for the year was not possible 
of satisfactory solution. Membership criti- 
cism long had pointed out the need for 
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a more adequate public relations program, 
for advisory service in the college and 
university library field, more effective place- 
ment work, a statistical service, better rep- 
resentation at Washington, and an adult 
education advisory service—but none of 
these “musts” could be provided from the 
funds available. 

But no defeatist attitude was adopted. 
Much study has been given. to the possi- 
bilities of a self-supporting statistical serv- 
ice. What the A.L.A. should do in the 
placement field and how the costs can be 
met for this important but expensive serv- 
ice, engaged the attention of the Executive 
Board and of a special committee. 


- Library Development Fund 


VER SINCE its founding, a basic aim of 
E the Association has been the develop- 
ment of library service of all kinds and its 
extension to all in need of it. To bring this 
about, it is necessary that people be con- 
vinced that libraries are needed. The 
membership long has been vocal on the need 
for a better public relations program to win 
for libraries general popular support and a 
better understanding on the part of na- 
tional and state officials and legislators. 
Both objectives will, we hope, be promoted 
as a result of the Library Development 
Fund, first steps toward which were taken 
last October and of which the first fruits 
will be enjoyed in October of this year, 
when Paul Howard begins his work in 
Washington as a representative of libraries. 
At this writing more than two-thirds of 
the sought-for sum of $105,000 has been 
received through voluntary subscriptions, 
and many of the states still have their cam- 
paigns before them. 

When, in our own libraries, funds are 
not adequate, we seek to increase income. 
This the A.L.A. also must do. It is mak- 
ing a beginning through the Library De- 
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velopment Fund. It is studying possibili- 
ties for some financing, through service fees. 
Larger dues for institutional members 
seem to me indicated as both necessary and 
just. The present maximum of twenty-five 
dollars seems absurdly small in view of the 
job that A.L.A. is doing and in comparison 
with dues by other local agencies to their 
central headquarters. Many libraries, in- 
cluding my own, should without question 
accept for themselves larger dues, the 
amount having some relation to income. 
It is important that prompt study be given 
to this question. 


Soliciting Funds 


DDITIONAL FUNDS from  nonlibrary 
A sources are another possibility. Some 
of our advisors felt that undiscovered don- 
ors might be ready to finance general or spe- 
cific needs of the Association. ‘This possibil- 
ity seemed worth thorough exploration, and 
the appointment, as assistant to the A.L.A. 
President, of Andrew B. Lemke, the im- 
mediate past-chairman of the ‘Trustees 
Division, was the result. What results will 
come from having a "financial secretary" 
it is too soon to say, but Mr. Lemke has 
already represented libraries with great 
skill. A by-product of his work, namely, 
a better understanding of library needs 
and possibilities by trustees and by the laity 
with whom he has met, alone has justified 
the costs so far. 

We should also explore the possibilities 
of a closer financial link-up between the 
state and local associations and the A.L.A. 
Cooperative programs, cooperatively’ fi- 
nanced, might well work out to mutual 
advantage. 

Two new divisions were organized dur- 
ing the year—the Division of Hospital Li- 
braries and the Division of Public 
Libraries. Both should increase the in- 
terest of members serving in these fields 
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and ‘should bring to them the benefits of 
the closer attention to their problems which 
this form of organization makes possible, 
as demonstrated by those established at an 
earlier date. 

'The Canadian Library Council enjoyed 
a year of active growth. Sound progress 
would seem to be in the direction of an 
organization which can speak for Canada 
and which can foster the development of 
Canadian libraries, where there are peculiar 
national needs and differences, and which 
yet can add its strength to that of the 
A.L.A. for all matters where common 
action is desirable. President-Elect 
Ulveling met with the Canadian Library 
Council in Ottawa. A joint committee has 
been set up to explore means of cooperation 
and a method of affiliation. We congratu- 
late our neighbors on their excellent 
progress. 


Cultural Cooperation 


.L.A. CONTRIBUTIONS to cultural co- 
operation with other nations have been 
great and varied and were financed almost 
without cost to the membership We 
should take pride as librarians that we have 
been able, through our Association, to play 
so significant a part in the world scene and 
as an agency for our government and our 
great foundations. The story is told in 
later pages and in fuller detail by those 
who have done this work so well, but your 
President would be remiss did he not refer 
here briefly to what is being done with 
A.L.A. help and under A.L.A. auspices to 
carry American library methods and ideals 
and the results of American scholarship to 
all the world. 
Closely related is the fact that our 
Executive Secretary was enabled to attend 
the San Francisco Conference as a con- 
sultant to represent informal education. 
The appointment came through the Ameri- 
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can Council on Education, which chose him 
as one of its three delegates. 

The Association was called upon during 
the year by the Special Services Division 
of the U. S. Army for advice in planning 
the Ármy's program of library service in 
this country and abroad, with especial 
attention to needs “after the cessation of 
hostilities.’ Three of your officers, the 
chief of the Library Service Division of the 
U.S. Office of Education, and advisors in 
other fields of recreation met with Briga- 
dier (now Major) General Byron and 
members of his staff for a two-day confer- 
ence in New York in September of last 
year. A continuing advisory council on 
libraries has resulted, with another meeting 
called for September of this year. 

Library planning has continued to be an 
important activity. Firm foundations are 
steadily being laid upon which libraries of 
the future can be built. This also is being 
reported upon in full by the Executive 
Secretary and by the committee chairman, 
Carleton B. Joeckel. 


A.L.A.’s New Home 


VERY ADMINISTRATION has, I presume, 
E its unique or at least unusual features, 
and the past year was no exception. In addi- 
tion to being a meetingless one, the year saw 
the acquisition of a new home for the 
A.L.A. when a conveniently located half- 
block with three residences, including the 
Cyrus Hall McCormick home, was pur- 
chased by the Trustees of the A.L.A. En- 
dowment Funds. This fine mansion will 
provide spacious and attractive quarters, as 
all who last June attended the modest in- 
auguration ceremonies in the new home 
will agree. After a period of moving and 
readjustment, reduced costs, together with 
rental income from the adjoining proper- 
ties, should effect a considerable saving. 
A.L.A., more than ever, will enjoy having 
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its latchstring out and hopes its new home 
can become a preferred rendezvous for 
visiting librarians. 

During the year the Librarianship of 
Congress became vacant. Your President 
wrote to President Roosevelt, expressing 
the Association's interest and its readiness 
to help in any way desired in connection 
with filling this important post. When the 
position had not been filled at the time of 
President Roosevelt's death, a similar letter 
was sent to President Truman, who ac- 
knowledged the letter and opened the way 
for suggestions. Formal Association action 
was not possible in the brief time available 
and under prevailing travel conditions. 
However, your President sought advice 
from many sources and conferred by letter, 
by phone, and in person in an effort to 
secure a reliable sampling of opinion. A 
list of three librarians, the result of an 
unusual consensus, was sent to President 
Truman, and one of the three, Luther H. 
Evans, was subsequently appointed. 


This rapid survey must not be brought 
to a close without referring to the fact that 
the year was marked also by the completion 
of twenty-five years of service by our 
Executive Secretary. In behalf of the 
membership, which during this quarter 
century has seen an almost fourfold in- 
crease in membership and an even greater 
growth in the extent, variety, and im- 
portance of activities, I express apprecia- 
tion for vigorous, forward-looking, and 
statesmanlike leadership. And, as the 
most recent of twenty-five A.L.A. Presi- 
dents whose administrations owed so much 
of their success to Mr. Milam's skilful 
handling of Association business, I am 
pleased to voice our collective thanks. 

.. I have enjoyed this year with its primacy 
for me in the worries and successes that 
have been ours and bespeak for my successor 
equal support in a year of lessening diffi- 
culty, I hope, and of increasing opportunity. 


Cart Vitz, President 





Executive Secretary s Report 


S WE MOVE into the first year of 
A peace after World War II and 
contemplate the significant changes 
which are already beginning to occur, it is 
appropriate that we of the A.L.A. take 
stock, see how far we have come, and con- 
sider whether we are still making progress 
toward the accepted goals. 

Fully aware that an adequate review 
would take months to write and would fill 
a book, I, nevertheless, in the short time 
available and within the limits of this re- 
port, try to present the most essential facts. 


How Far Have We Come? 


^4 
HEN IO3 men and women organized 
Wa. A.L.A. in Philadelphia in Octo- 
ber 1876, the modern library movement was 
launched. The imagination, fervor, and 
boldness which characterized the leaders of 
that group for a generation have won the 
admiration of all librarians and many others. 
Winsor, Poole, Cutter, Crunden, Dewey— 
to name the first five presidents—were ex- 
plorers and pioneers. They were building 
a new educational agency, a new public 
service, a new profession. They had to find 
their own way, make their own tools, find 
or create their own: materials. They in- 
cessantly. preached and industriously prac- 
ticed the new doctrine that libraries exist to 
make books useful to people. 
The classification, cataloging, and circu- 
lation systems and techniques which they 
devised during the first quarter century 
enabled them, and enable us, to transpose 
a collection of books 
‘service agency. 
'They tried out and proved a whole host 
of new ideas: 


into an effective 


1In 1876 their ages were, respectively, 45, 55, 39, 
29, and 25. 


Lending books for home reading 

Open access to library shelves 

Library work for children 

Library extension to outlying sections of cities 
through branches 

Service to rural people through branches and 
traveling libraries 

Central administration of university libraries 

International library cooperation 

Library schools 

'Tax support of libraries 

Publication of manuals and book lists for 
librarians 


and many other public and professional 
services which are taken for granted today 
and which are the framework within which 
librarians now operate. 

In r917 library leaders were alert, and, 
as a result, the A.L.A. had the high honor 
of providing library service for the armed 
forces at home and overseas in the First 
World War. Notable results were: 


'The excellent hospital library service of the 
U. S. Veterans’ Administration 

Continued professional direction of Navy li- 
brary service during peacetime 

Recognition of the need for governmentally 
operated library systems for the armed 
forces in World War II 

The American Library in Paris 

An enlarged conception of the importance of 
library service 

A great expansion of the A.L.A.’s own pro- 
gram 


The expanded program of the A.L.A. 
since 1920 has included new emphasis on 
such items as: 


Improvement and expansion of the library’s 
part in adult education 

State aid to libraries 

Establishment of county and regional li- 
braries to serve the rural population and to 
increase efficiency in operation 

Coordination of library resources in the in- 
terest of research 
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Union catalogs of the holdings of several 
libraries 

Interlibrary loans 

Microphotographic reproduction 

Public relations 

Cooperation with other educational and civic 
organizations and agencies 


‘and, always, on the raising of the standards 


of the library profession, through better 
selection, better professional education, and 
better recognition of the librarian’s job. 

In the period between the wars the Asso- 
ciation’s membership increased 280 per 
cent, its activities even more. 

In recent years the Association has found 
a growing need to act as agent for libraries 
in Washington; to facilitate library par- 
ticipation in programs related to work re- 
lief projects, the war effort, and now the 
peace effort; and to watch legislation and 
government regulations. War information 
centers in libraries, sponsored by A.L.A. 
in cooperation with government agencies, 
were an effective means of diffusing essen- 
tial information of a more substantial kind 
than was easily available otherwise. Co- 
operation in building the peace—with gov- 
ernment agencies urging people to “consult 
your library”—may be even more fruitful. 
Many months of planning have gone into 
preparations for maximum library-informa- 
tion-and-education service for returning 
veterans and for newly dislocated war 
workers, into planning for library use of 
surplus property, for possible public works 
legislation, and for other forms of federal 
assistance in state and local library service. 

Recent years have also brought to the 
A.L.A. new opportunities to use the knowl- 
edge and skill of its members in inter- 


. national cultural relations, in. cooperation 


with the government and with. special 
funds from the government and the great 
educational foundations. It is now super- 
vising the operation of three American li- 


braries in foreign countries and serving as 
informal adviser in the operation of others. 
It is purchasing American books and 
periodicals for libraries in many foreign 
countries. It assists in arranging for 
American librarians to work and study ` 
abroad and for foreign librarians to visit, 
study, and work in this country. It main- 
tains an international information and 
advisory service to Help both American and 
foreign librarians. 

Although ‘quick to adjust its program to 
the changing national scene, the Associa- 
tion has not veered, I think, from its main 
course. Whether serving as a center of 
information on all library Subjects, holding 
conferences, issuing the Booklist and other 
publications, combating the effects of a de- 
pression on libraries, making its contribu- - 
tion to war and peace, or planning for the 
future of school, college, and public li- 
braries, it always has the same objective: 
to increase the use and usefulness of books 
through improving and extending library 


‘service. 


| Are We Still Making Progress? 


N ORDER TO avoid the danger of over- 
looking major objectives in the pressure 
of day-to-day obligations and interests, we at 
A.L.A. Headquarters try from time to time 
to take a longer look. In 1944 we took 
such a look and set down seven goals or 
objectives as most deserving of emphasis. 
They are the seven numbered items which 
follow: . 
I. Complete library coverage. It is a 
sad commentary on the sixty-nine-year-old 
A.L.A. that nearly 26 per cent of the people 
of the United States still have no local 
public library service and that many thou- 
sands of schools have no libraries. "Though 
current statistics are not yet available for 
Canada, library coverage is considerably 
less than in the United States. 








In the public library field great progress 
has been made, it is true, through good 
state and provincial leadership, through ex- 
pansion of municipal libraries, through 
state and provincial aid in large amounts 
in recent years, and through the continuous 
progressive and stimulating leadership of 
the A.L.A. Library Extension Board and 
other agencies concerned with public li- 
brary extension. 

Likewise in the school field, good 
progress is evident, due to the raising of 
the official standards for school library 
service, good leadership, state aid, and con- 
stant encouragement from A.L.A. and 
other agencies. ` 

But, as long as millions of children and 
adults are wholly without local public and 
school library service, complete coverage 
must remain a prime objective of the 
A.L.A. This objective underlies much of 
what the A.L.A. does. 

2. Library improvement. ‘This objective 
applies to all kinds of libraries. Every 
college has a library, but some of them do 


not meet even the minimum standards of. 


the most timorous accrediting agencies. 
Many more are far below actual needs. 
'The same may be said for public and school 
libraries. It is regretfully true that there 
are thousands of weak, struggling, inade- 
quate public libraries, and only several 
hundred really good ones; and that there 
are thousands upon thousands of so-called 
school libraries which render practically no 
service to pupils and teachers. It is, 
naturally, a continuing objective of an 
association like the A.L.A. to help the poor 
ones rise to a higher level. The emphasis 
on high standards and on larger units of 
service is proving effective. l 

It is equally important, in my opinion, 
for the Association to assist the best to be- 
come even better; to experiment with new 
types of materials, new services, new ways 
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of reaching unserved groups, and more 
thorough service to present patrons. It is 
a responsibility of those "best" libraries to 
continue to be the examples worthy of 
emulation, to be the scouts and pioneers for 
further progress. 

To library improvement, the Association, 
through publications, staff, committees, 
boards, and divisions, devotes the largest 
portion of its energies. 

3. Education for librarianship. A 
foundation executive said to me recently, 
“We are interested in persons rather than 
in institutions." This, I take it, was a 
recognition of the fact that it is the li- 
brarian who makes library service what it 
is. No perfection of organization, no re- 
finement of techniques, no expansion of 
income and other tangibles will overcome 
wholly whatever weaknesses exist in our- 
selves. The Association is of necessity, 
therefore, devoting a very considerable part 
of its energies to recruitment and profes-. 
sional education. 

4. Improvement of the status of the li- 
brarian. ‘This objective is closely akin to 
Number 3. It has to do with salaries; 
status of the librarian in community or 
faculty; hours and conditions of employ- 
ment; opportunities for advancement, 
professionally, socially, economically; vaca- 
tions, sick leaves, leaves for study, sabbatical 
leaves; pensions; and all other factors 
which have to do with the librarian as a 
professional person in American society. 

If I interpret the situation correctly, the 
members of A.L.A. are proud of the Asso- 
ciation’s unselfish devotion to the public 
good, but they are more than a little tired 
of trying to live on pride and public spirit. 

Much, perhaps most, of what the A.L.A.. 
does is intended to improve the quality and 
increase the quantity of library service and 
thus, indirectly, to expand the librarians' 
opportunity for employment, enhance his 








status, and increase his salary. But more 
direct methods are obviously needed. 

The work of the Board on Personnel 
Administration and of the Personnel Office 
are directly concerned with these problems. 
'The development of classification and pay 
plans, recommendations for personnel ad- 
ministration, are examples of an extensive 
contribution, in spite of limited funds. At 
the moment, the principal officers of the 
Association are (1) making efforts to find 
new funds for these and other essential 
activities and (2) exploring the possibility 
of an extensive study of the librarian in 
America with special emphasis on salaries, 
hopeful that such a study would result in 
findings so, overwhelmingly convincing to 
administrators, boards, college and school 
executives, and appropriating bodies as to 
bring about important reforms in present 
personnel conditions. 

5. International cooperation. The 
A.L.A. was organized as a bi-national asso- 
ciation. It engaged in international activi- 
ties during its earliest years. Such activities 
were greatly expanded between the first 
and second world wars. Hundreds of 
foreign students have visited our libraries 
and studied in our library schools. Hun- 
dreds of our librarians have visited, studied, 
attended library conferences abroad. 
Many library ideas have been exported and 
imported, to the mutual advantage of all 
concerned. 

The inauguration of the Good Neighbor 
: Policy by our government came many years 
after the A.L.A. had begun its own friendly 
interchange with Latin American li- 
brarians. (In this case as in many others, 
the A.L.A.’s advanced position was due, 
not to any planned policy by Association 
executives, but to the persistent enthusiasm 
of a few members who were ahead of the 
procession.) Because the A.L.A. was for- 
tunately ready, it was given a considerable 


EE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY'S. REPORT 


331 


part to play when the government and the 
whole country became interested in cultural 
relations with Latin America. 

The enlightened self-interest of Ameri- 
can librarians in foreign materials and 


foreign library ideas, as well as their al-': 


truistic concern for foreign colleagues, are 
manifest in a large and varied program of 
postwar international activities. Although 
of primary concern to research libraries, 
they affect at least indirectly the work of 
nearly every American library and 
librarian. 

Underlying the Association’s interest in 
international cooperation are a realization 
by librarians of the basic internationalism 
of knowledge and of the materials with 
which they deal and a desire to have their 
profession and their institutions, as well as 
their country and their government, be and 
behave like good neighbors to the rest of 
the world. . 

All of the Association's work in this field 
is, fortunately, financed out of special funds 
from government, foundations, or indi- 
vidual libraries. 

6. Adaptation to current issues. In the 
statement of objectives prepared in 1944, 
this was “Demobilization and readjust- 
ment,” because that was the big issue at 
that time as it is now. I am restating it in 
more general terms. At one time it was 
the depression; then it was defense; and, 
later, war. Always, I.think, it is the duty 
of the A.L.A. to try to sense the major 
current issues which are certain to have an 
impact on library incomes and service and 
to provide the machinery for cooperative, 
defensive, or constructive action by 
librarians. 

7. Active participation by members, 
This is a. perennial goal, never adequately 
achieved and certainly never to be for- 
gotten. The Association thrives on ideas, 
and ideas come mostly from members. The 
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best idea may at any time come from the 
least-known member. Moreover, the work 
of the Association should always be in those 
fields in which the support of the member- 
ship can be counted upon. Members must 
participate ‘in large numbers and with 
enthusiasm if the goals are to be reached. 
It is essential, therefore, to the life of the 
Association that the channels be kept open 
between the member and his representatives 
—the officers, staff, boards, and com- 
mittees. 

And that channel must be open for 
traffic both ways. ‘The member has a right 
to know what his representatives are doing, 
and why, and he cannot do his necessary 
part unless he does know. 

A.L.A. officials and staff are very con- 
scious of these rather obvious facts. I ad- 
mit, on their behalf as well as on my own, 
that we have not been too successful in our 
within-the-family public relations. No 
doubt some members will agree, too, that 
it is easier to criticize than to make con- 
structive practical suggestions. 


What Have We Done This Year? 


Library Development Fund. Officers, 
members, and friends have contributed over 
$70,000 toward a goal of $105,000 for a 
four-year program in federal and public 
relations. ‘The specific purposes are (1) 
to maintain a representative of libraries in 
Washington, who will keep the govern- 
ment informed of library needs and inform 
librarians of government activities and 
regulations and (2) to carry on public 
relations activities in support of good li- 
brary service for all citizens, through press, 
radio, and personal contacts, in cooperation 
with state and local library agencies. 

With funds in hand and assurance of 
success, A.L.A. has arranged to begin work 
under the program on October 1. First 
attention of the Washington representative 


will be given to: surplus property, social 
security, book post rates, public works, docu- 
ment distribution, and federal aid to col- 
leges, research, school libraries, and rural 
public libraries. Most of these matters 
received attention of the Federal Relations 
Committee, officers, and staff during the 
past year, with the result that we are in a 
relatively stronger position with respect to 
them than we were a year ago. 

In its Washington relations the A.L.A. 
is making an effort to extend and improve 
the service of all kinds of libraries, to 
improve the status of librarians, to meet 
current issues. In none of the'Association's 
major activities is membership participation 
more important. 

Planning. School Libraries for Today 
and Tomorrow, Functions and Standards 
was published in February, has been well 
received, widely distributed. The brief 
summary is also in great demand, especially 
for school officials. Planning for postwar 
action in the field of public library service 
to children and young people is now under 
way. 

"College and University Libraries and 
Librarianship" has been completed, will be 
published this fall as a book of about 176 
pages. — 

Post-War Standards for Public Libraries 
and the popular summary leaflet continue 
in great demand. The second step, report 
of the extent to which public libraries meas- 
ure up to those standards, has been un- 
avoidably delayed. The third step, “A 
Plan for Public Library Development," is 
in early draft stage, is being revised, and 
may be ready for publication before long. 

Standards have been prepared for prison 
libraries and for hospital libraries, and 
many committees and boards are thinking 
and working toward standards and plans in 
their special fields. 

Nearly all of our objectives, especially 
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complete library coverage, improvement of 
service and personnel, underlie the develop- 
ment of plans and standards. 

Personnel, For obvious reasons the 
Board of Education for Librarianship and 
its secretary at Headquarters have given 
special attention to recruiting. They pro- 
duced a new leaflet, Books and People; 
4 Career in Library Service, and dis- 
tributed it free to counselors in high schools 
and colleges, to Army and Navy officers 
serving as counselors in this country and 
overseas, to the Veterans Administration, 
and to many vocational agencies. Many 
library and other agencies have purchased 
quantities for distribution. Special ma- 
terials were prepared for the War Man- 
power Commission. Much has been done 
to stimulate active recruiting by librarians 
and others. An interview given to the 
New York Times by President Ulveling, 
together with an editorial from the Buffalo 
Courier Express, both stressing the need 
for more librarians, has been reprinted and 
widely distributed. Some 1500 copies are 
being distributed to the men and women 
who have had one week’s library training 
in England and France preparatory to 
assuming library responsibilities in small 
military units. 

They have given attention to educational 
programs in public relations, in the han- 
dling of audio-visual materials, and in 
other special fields; to the need for more 
scholarships; to certification; to accredita- 
tion; to the needs of veterans for orienta- 
tion or other special courses; and to the 
need for wide discussion of many problems 
of professional education. 

The Board on Personnel Administration 
and the Personnel Office at „Headquarters 
have necessarily- given much attention to 
the question of salaries and have done what 
they -could to persuade employers to in- 
crease the rates of pay offered—with a good 
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deal of success in many institutions. No 
tenure cases were investigated during the 
year, but the statement of principles was 
completed. Plans were advanced for a 
book on civil service. A list of professional 
tasks and their descriptions, and a manual 
on how to make a job analysis and how to 
set up a classification and pay plan are in 
preparation. A service rating form is 
being tried out in several libraries. 

'The employment part of the office work 
has been far beyond the capacity of the 
small staff. 

Amy Winslow, after a few days at 
Headquarters, made several recommenda- 
tions to the Executive Board. A new 
assistant was authorized; also a survey, 
which is now being made by Nathan R. 
Levin. 

Cooperative Publishing. In 1944-45 the 
A.L.A. used upwards of eighty tons of 
paper in its publishing programs. Through 


` Headquarters it published thirty-four books 


and pamphlets for sale (including reprints 
and new editions), forty-seven issues of 
periodicals, and several miscellaneous items, 
mostly leaflets, for free distribution. 

In general, sale of these publications has 
one of two purposes: (1) to help librarians 
do a better job or (2) to disseminate infor- 
mation about the A.L.A. and its work. 

In the first group were such items as: 
Anniversaries and Holidays; Today’s 
Handbook for Librarians; School Libraries 
for Today and Tomorrow, Functions and 
Standards; a second activity book for 
school libraries; the eleventh Catalogers’ 
and Classifiers Yearbook; The National 
Medical Library, Report of a Survey of 
the Army ‘Medical Library; Patrons are 
People; Books Published in the US. 
1939-43; and Buying List of Books for 
Small Libraries. 

Regular periodicals are: 4.L.4. Bulletin, 
College and Research Libraries, Booklist, 
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Subscribtion Books Bulletin, and the Hos- 
pital Book Guide. Bulletins are also issued 
by A.C.R.L., the Division of Cataloging 
and Classification, the Division of Libraries 
for Children and Young People, and the 
Institution Libraries Committee. ‘Typical 
of those publications issued to further par- 
ticipation in A.L.A. work, are the leaflets 
issued in connection with the Library De- 
velopment Fund or promotion of special and 
regular memberships in A.L.A. 

In a new field are the five Thorne- 
Thomsen records made by R.C.A.-Victor 


for the Division of Libraries for Children. 


and Young People ‘ind sold through the 
A.L.A. Publishing Department. 'The re- 
cordings perpetuate some enduring chil- 
dren's stories and serve as models of the 
storyteller's art. 

This complex enterprise can be legiti- 
mately called "cooperative publishing." 
Hundreds of people—it could be thousands 
—help to decide what is to be published by 
making known their needs. Hundreds 
participate in writing, revising, and con- 
sidering manuscripts for publication. All 
publications are issued, not for profit, but 
for the advancement of librarianship and 
the improvement and extension of library 
service. 

International Relations. As indicated in 
previous paragraphs, the International Re- 
lations Board and Office are much involved 
in operations—the purchase and shipment 
of books and periodicals, the administration 
of travel grants, and related matters. They 
and other agencies of the A.L.A. are also 
engaged in exploration, planning, coopera- 
tion with others, public relations, advisory 
service. Problems which received attention 
during the past year include: the part of 
American libraries in building the peace; 
the place of education and cultural rela- 
tions in the San Francisco Charter; li- 
braries and: the proposed Educational and 
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Cultural Organization of the United Na- 
tions; disposal of surplus Army books 
abroad; the Book Campaign for Devas- 
tated Libraries; international indexes and 
bibliographies; importation of foreign 
books and periodicals; re-establishment of 
exchange between universities and other 
scholarly organizations; U.S. help in the 
rehabilitation of foreign libraries and li- 
brary schools; interchange of librarians 
with foreign countries; translation of chil- 
dren's books of many countries for use in 
all countries. 

Information and Advisory Services. It 
is a major function of the staff and also of 
most voluntary groups within the Associa- 
tion to serve as a clearing house for infor- 
mation and opinion. A department at 
Headquarters is devoted to such services, 
with a Public Library Office, a School and 
Children’s Library Office, and a Library. 

During the year the department has 
answered more than the usual number of 
questions about library buildings and li- 
brary quarters in school buildings, state 
aid, state and local planning, Washington 
relations (especially surplus property), 
educational films, demobilization, legisla- 
tion, regional libraries, and the design of 
bookmobiles. 

'The Public Library Office has also been 
called upon for such subjects as standards, 
surveys, increasing the tax levy or appro- 
priation, regional branches in large library 
systems, organization of state library agen- 
cies, the job of the library trustee, activities 
of Friends of the Library groups, county 
library establishment, local library estab- 
lishment, and contracts for library service. 

The School and Children’s Library Office 
has been consulted about elementary school 
library establishment; use of children's 
books in increasing international and inter- 
cultural understanding, information about 
aids for book selection for children and 
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young people, and program 
organizations. 

The Headquarters Library has given in- 
formation on many things, from the organi- 
zation and operation of special libraries of 
different types, to bibliographic or reference 
service on such subjects as sources of li- 
brary equipment and supplies, organization 
of picture and pamphlet files, repair and 
preservation of library materials, micro- 
- photography, college library standards, aids 
for cataloging a small library, data about 
specific library science publications. 


help to state 


-Other Headquarters departments and: 


offces have also given similar services as 


usual: the Departmerit of Library Educa- ' 


tion and Personnel on professional edu- 
cation, in-service training, certification, 
recruiting, immigration regulations, civil 
service, classification plans, salaries, vaca- 
tions, overtime pay, holidays, staff as- 
sociations, unions, tenure, and personnel 
administration in general; the Public Rela- 
tions Office on radio programs, films, pub- 
licity, campaign for a bond issue; the 
Membership Department on meetings and 
A.L.A. organizational matters; Publishing 
Department and Booklist on book selection; 
Accounting Office on fire and life insurance 
and annuities. 

The voluntary agencies, divisions, sec- 
tions, round tables, boards, and committees, 
on their own account and on referral from 
Headquarters, give information and advice 
in their own fields. The range is as broad 
as library work itself—from adult educa- 
tion to statistics, from archives to film 
forums. The perfection of organization 
for such service is illustrated by the Divi- 
sion of Cataloging and Classification which 
has special committees, among them some 
concerned with the Dewey classification, 
the Cutter classification, state author head- 
ings, mechanical equipment, and relations 
with the Library of Congress. 
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A few of these many voluntary agencies 
may be relatively inactive. Most are so- 
liciting inquiries, answering them carefully 
and fully, and making continuous studies 
to keep the information up to date. Staff 
members serve as secretaries and executive 
assistants to many of these groups. 

Public Relations. Much of what the 
A.L.A. has done this year—and for many 
years—could be identified as public rela- 
tions. Through officers, staff, committees, 
and often through specially appointed rep- 
resentatives, the Association participates in 
the work of many organizations and public 
agencies. i 

During the past year we have taken part 
in conferences with groups representing 
labor, business, agriculture, publishing, edu- 
cation at all levels, audio-visual education, 
research, international affairs, housing, 
child welfare, public administration, sur- 
plus property disposal, public works, white- 
collar workers, communications, and lay 
groups interested in all sorts of civic ques- 
tions. Such participation helps to keep li- 
braries in the minds of the leaders of the 
other groups, often leads to specific pro- 
grams of cooperation on the national level, 
and enables our representatives to "alert" 
other librarians to opportunities and 
dangers which may soon be confronting 
them in their own communities. 

Publicity, through press, radio, and film, 
is never sufficient in quantity to satisfy the 
wishes of the enthusiastic librarian. It 
could be much more extensive if more time 
and money could be devoted to it. Even 
so, we can point with pride to some of the 
past year’s production in this field. 

‘Articles on library work, with which the 
A.L.A. has been associated, have been pub- 
lished in several national magazines, in- 
cluding Recreation, Occupations, School 
Executive, the Rotarian, and This Week, 
a widely syndicated weekly newspaper 
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magazine. Accounts of library progress 
have been written and were published in 
seven major American yearbooks, such as 
the Municipal Yearbook, Britannica Book 
of the Year, and the Americana Annual. 
Ten of A.L.A.’s newspaper releases on 
events or developments in the library world 
have each appeared in fifty to a hundred 
newspapers, while others have secured a 
lesser, though satisfactory, coverage. One 
complete issue of the Bulletin Service of 
the National Recreation Association was 
devoted to library memorials. The A.L.A. 
has been closely connected with the pro- 
duction of ‘two films on library service, one 
soon to be released by the Harmon Founda- 
tion, another for which the scenario is now 
being written by the Commission on Mo- 
tion Pictures of the American Council on 
Education. Series of radio spot announce- 
ments on libraries have been prepared 
monthly and sent free to over two hundred 
libraries which are using them regularly. 

Exploration. In the library world, re- 
search is left largely to the universities, 
-experimentation to the individual library 
agencies. However, the boards, com- 
mittees, and other groups within the A.L.A. 
carry on a great many minor investigations, 
develop new plans and programs, suggest 
subjects needing further research, and en- 
courage experimentation. 

Several of these minor studies were ad- 
vanced this year by the Board on Personnel 
Administration as reported above. Hazel 
B. Timmerman, of the Personnel Office, is 
on leave making a study of personnel ad- 
ministration in the T.V.A: A special 
group made a thorough survey of the Army 
Medical Library, and a second group is 
now developing a medical classification 
scheme. : The Joint Committee on Film 
Forums rounded out its interesting job and 
reported definitely on the results of the 
experiments carried on under its direction. 
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A Joint Committee on Indexing and Ab- 
stracting in the Major Fields of Research, 
after considerable study and thought, pre- 
sents in this year's report a very ambitious 
“plan for a proposed unified indexing and 
abstracting service." 

Somewhat of a departure was the co- 
operatively financed’ public opinion poll in 
which residents of seventeen large cities 
were questioned on their views about the 
public library. The poll was aimed to dis- 
cover what people want from public li- 
braries and what they think of the service 
they get. A general report on the survey 
will be published soon by the National 
Opinion Research Center, of Denver, 
which conducted the poll. 

Several projects are always in the works. 
One already mentioned is the study of the 
librarian in America, with special emphasis 
on salaries. Another is a survey of the use 
of records by libraries of all kinds. A 
similar survey of the use of educational 
films is being discussed. Many, unfortu- 
nately, never materialize for lack of funds. 
'The possibility of inaugurating experiments 
in specialized service for labor and business 
groups is being explored. 

An inquiry was made this year to dis- 
cover the thoughts and wishes of men and 
women serving with the Army and Navy. 
Letters were sent to some 500 A.L.A. 
members in the armed forces, 605 to civilian 
Army librarians, and 370 to Navy librari- 
ans. The answers indicate that most of 
the librarians wish to return to library 
work, that they expect higher salaries, 
better working conditions, more oppor- 
tunity for creative work and advancement. 
About one-fourth of the camp librarians 
desire to become hospital librarians. Many 
in all of the groups want refresher courses 
before returning to regular jobs; they sug- 
gest correspondence courses, discussion 
groups, visits to libraries, and in-service 
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training. .A few of the members of the 
armed forces expect to use the G.I. Bill of 
Rights as a means of returning to library 
school. Exchange with librarians in 
foreign countries was favored, at least in 
theory, if arrangements can be made for 
equalization of salaries. They favor in- 
crease of activities in the international field 
but not at the expense of promoting the 
development of American libraries; federal 
aid without federal control; and the ex- 
pansion of use by libraries of audio-visual 
materials. 

It is obvious from these and other letters, 
from personal interviews, and from the 
comments of Army officers, that many of 
these librarians will return more mature, 
more competent in many ways for useful 
work and for leadership, than when they 
left their regular positions. It will mean 
much to the future of the library move- 
ment if we who remained behind are wise 
enough to give them opportunities to make 
full use of their abilities and to continue 
their development, 

“Disposing the Public Mind." Yt would 
be unrealistic to speak of the A.L.A. simply 
as an agency for the dissemination of in- 
formation and the discovery of new ideas. 
The A.L.A. Charter itself (Handbook, p. 
H-2) uses the words “for the purpose of 
promoting library interests . . . by dispos- 
ing the public mind to the founding and 
improving of libraries.” The officers and 
staff of the Association recognize their re- 
sponsibility to act in the spirit of this char- 
ter provision. Much of what they have 
done during the past year, as reported else- 
where in this summary, under various 
headings, has been done to promote the ac- 
ceptance of standards and principles and 
the achievement of objectives which have 
been established by the Association. 

Our Financial Situation. The Associa- 
tion is administering large funds for special 
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purposes—purposes in line with the 
A.L.A.’s general objectives; funds which 
we have solicited or gladly accepted when 
proffered. $. XR 

But such funds are not to be confused 
with the A.L.A.’s income for general pur- 
poses. These come from three main sources: 
(1) menibership dues, which amount this 
year (after divisional allotments) to about 
$68,700; (2) endowment funds, which 
are producing around seventy thousand 
dollars annually, not one hundred thousand 
dollars as was expected back in the 1930's; 
and (3) publication sales and subscriptions, 
which show a substantial increase this year. 

Publication income is almost like a special 
fund in that all of it is plowed right back 
into more publications. 

The Library Development Fund, of 
which about twenty thousand dollars will 
be spent in 1945-46, is also, in a sense, a 
special fund as it was solicited and contrib- 
uted for special purposes. 

There remain,.then (in round numbers) : 


$ 68,700 
73,000 


Membership income 
Endowment income 


Total $141,700 
Out of these funds we pay the expenses of: 


Several boards and committees 

The Membership Office 

The 4.L.A. Bulletin 

The Public Relations Office 

The Education for Librarianship Office 

The Personnel Office 

The Public Library Office 

The School and Children’s Library Office 

The Headquarters Library 

A large proportion of the administrative, 
accounting, filing, and other general office 
services, 


The most pressing large obligations not 
being met are: 


College library advisory service 
Statistical service ] 
Adult education service 
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Expansion of the Personnel Office and the 
work of the Board on Personnel Administra- 
tion 
, An Associate Executive Secretary. 

To meet. these most urgent deficiencies 
would requiré at least seventy-five thousand 
dollars more per year. Without more 
funds the Executive Board can improve an 
activity or add a new one only at the 
sacrifice of another. 

During the year the A.L.A. has engaged 
Andrew B. Lemke, former chairman of the 
‘Trustees Division, to explore the possibility, 


with library trustees and others, of finding: 


new income. "We are hopeful but we have 
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no assurance of success. Other possibilities 
mentioned are: (1) a substantial increase 
in dues of institutional members and (2) 
the inauguration of certain services, such 
as statistics, for example, on a self-support- 
ing basis. 

Officers will welcome the opinions of 
members. 

My thanks to all who have made possi- 
ble the work here described ; my thanks and 
my regrets to the many loyal workers whose 
services could not be specifically men- 
tioned. 


Cart H. Miram, Executive Secretary 


The Extension of Library Services 


Library Extension Board | 


It is twenty years since the Council of the 
A.L.A. took the first action to implement the 
Association's interest in the spread of public 
library service by setting up a standing Com- 
mittee on Library Extension, soon changed 
to a board. The committee was instructed 
"to consider what the A.L.A. should do to 
assist in the development of adequate library 
service for people who are now without it." 

In December 1925 an executive assistant 
to the committee, Julia Wright Merrill, was 
appointed and began a quick pathfinder study 
of the situation with recommendations for a 
program of action. This was published in 
1926 as Library Extension; a Study of Public 
Library Conditions and Needs. “Organized 
effort toward the goal of adequate public 
library service within easy reach of every one 
in the United States and Canada” was then 
approved by the Council in 1926 in accepting 
the report, and a beginning was made possible 
by a small foundation grant. 

It seems a fitting time to note the progress 
made in twenty years, in spite of a major 
depression and a World War, and the distance 
still to go. In reporting progress the board 
pays full tribute to the effective work done 
by state leaders in many states. It believes, 
however, that the A.L.A. builds a foundation 
of informed public opinion, particularly 
through work with national agencies; stimu- 
lates interest among librarians in new move- 
ments (as state planning or state aid for large 
units) ; provides basic materials and informa- 
tion; and gives advisory service. It could 
give much more intensive help through several 
regional field agents, as was demonstrated 
during the five years of such service in one 
area—the South—made possible by a special 
foundation grant. 

Twenty years ago people without public 
library service constituted 43 per cent of 
the population of the United States. Today 
the percentage is cut to 26 per cent. But the 
increased population from the 1920 to the 
1940 census makes the reduction in actual 
number of people unserved from 45,069,897 
to 34,748,334 seem less encouraging. 


‘ 


Rural people constituted 93 per cent of the 

population still to be served in 1925, or 
42,152,291, and these unserved people were 
82 per cent of the total rural population. 
Today, omitting Alabama and Texas (whose 
state library agencies could not give separate 
figures for rural and urban people), 
28,111,286 rural people are without public 
library service, or 92.7 per cent of the total 
number without service. They constitute 54 
per cent of the rural population of the same 
area. 
' Cities over 10,000 without public libraries 
dropped from forty-nine to thirty-one, and the 
largest city without one, from 60,000 to 
39,000 population. The number of counties 
without a single public library within their 
boundaries dropped from 1135 to 587. A 
table showing figures by states is given in an 
appendix on page 429. 

In Canada 61 per cent of the population, 
or 5,399,689, were without public library serv- 
ice in 1925. The Canadian Library Council 
today uses the figures included in the Survey 
‘of Libraries in Canada, 1936-38 ‘by the 
Dominion Bureau of Statistics for people 
without service: 


Per Cent 
Of the total population 60 
Of the urban population : 8 
Of the population of towns and villages 58 
Of the rural population . 95 


Service has spread since this data was com- 
piled, however, and will undoubtedly be more 
rapid with the stimulus of the council. Up- 
to-date statistics are being compiled by the 
council. 

State library extension agencies increased 
from forty-one according to law (but thirty- 
eight in actual operation) to forty-seven, leav- 
ing Arizona to make another effort. There 
is still a great variation among the agencies 
in adequacy of resources and effectiveness of 
leadership. In Canada provincial agencies in- 
creased from six (four of which carried on 
book distribution only) to eight, with New 
Brunswick still lacking. 4 

State aid was a major factor in the progress 
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of the last decade, yet it was not even in- 
cluded among the original library extension 
recommendations. In 1926 the term “state 
aid" connoted very small grants, usually not 
more than one hundred dollars, to individual 
libraries in the New England and Middle 
Atlantic states and in several provinces. To- 
day it is a lever in establishment of large 
unit libraries in fourteen states and two 
provinces, provides for demonstrations in two 
states, and supports regional branches of the 
state library agency in three New England 
states. Amounts are still very small in most 
instances, the largest figure being $371,625 
in Michigan for the year 1945-46. Many 
states still lack this incentive to local action. 

County and regional libraries increased 
markedly, chiefly in the last decade. In 1925 


223 counties in thirty-one states and 4 in. 


Hawaii had county library service. The first 
multi-county library, in California, was es- 
tablished in time to be added in a footnote 
to the 1926 library extension survey. Today 
722 counties in forty-two states and 4 in 
Hawaii are served by county, multi-county, 
or regional libraries, or by regional branches 
of state library agencies. In Canada there 
are three regional libraries in British Co- 
lumbia, a provincial-regional service in Prince 
Edward Island, and a number of experimental 
county ‘cooperatives. Only one state—Idaho 
—still lacks legal provision for county or re- 
gional library service, as compared with seven- 
teen in 1925. But the total number of 
counties in the United States is 3070, and 
many of the remaining 2348 are poor and 
sparsely populated. 'The need of a minimum 
income of twenty-five thousand dollars for 
an effective independent library unit was em- 
phasized in the A.L.A. Post-War Standards 
for. Public Libraries. Obviously regional or 
multi-county libraries are needed. 

In the Southern states service to Negroes 
is now provided by 121 public library systems. 
Of more than nine million Southern Negroes, 
25.2 per cent have public library facilities, 
according to Libraries, Librarians and the 
Negro, issued by the School of Library Service 
of Atlanta University in 1944. In the board's 
survey of 1926, fifty-five public library systems 
were providing service for 11 per cent of the 
Negro population. 'The increase is in urban 
areas. All Southern cities over one hundred 
thousand population provide some form of 
public library service to Negroes. Among 
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seventy-one cities of twenty-five thousand to 
one hundred thousand population, at least 
fifty-two provide such service. The great 
lack is still in the smaller cities and towns and 
in rural areas. 


Progress in 1944-45 


Increasing momentum seems indicated by 
advances in legislation, appropriations, and 
establishment of large-unit libraries in the 
current year. These are summarized briefly 
because of space limitations. 

Two new constitutions include library pro- 
visions. "The Missouri constitution places an 
obligation on the state to promote the estab- 
lishment and development of libraries and to 
grant aid to them. It also makes possible 
more adequate local support. The Georgia 
constitution includes authority for counties to 
tax themselves for library purposes. 

Appropriations for state library extension 
agencies were generally increased—in several 
states more than 56 per cent—and, a small 
first appropriation was made in Montana. 
No cuts have been reported. Two agencies 
were reorganized—New Jersey from an inde- 
pendent library commission and Maryland 
from a library commission loosely attached to 
the department of education, to divisions of 
the departments of education. ‘The newly 
established department of libraries in Sas- 
katchewan, including the older open shelf 
library, traveling library, and legislative li- 
brary, will emphasize library extension in 
relation to other educational movements. 

State aid appropriations were made in four 
more states—$283,000 for the biennium in 
Washington, $20,000 for the second year of 
the biennium in Maryland, and smaller 
amounts in New Mexico and South Carolina. 
Illinois appropriated three hundred thousand 
dollars for the biennium for a series of dem- 
onstrations of rural library service for large 
areas called districts. State aid was increased 
in a number of states—in the case of Arkan- 
sas, without a dissenting vote. It failed to 
carry in Arizona, West Virginia, and Wis- 
consin. In Connecticut funds for regional 
development were not appropriated but the 
usual grants for small libraries were pro- 
vided. 

A comprehensive survey of state-wide pub- 
lic library service in New York is under way, 
under the auspices of the research division 
of the state department of education and from 
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funds appropriated for research. "The initia- 
tive for it came from the “tate library as- 
sociation. Errett Weir McDiarmid is chief 
consultant, with a full-time assistant and 
several additional consultants. ‘The Ohio legis- 
lature established a library survey commission 
to study current library laws, financing, and 
services, and to make recommendations to the 
next legislature to further library interests. 

County and regional libraries were made 
possible by a North Dakota act; existing 
laws were strengthened by amendments in 
Nevada and North Carolina; a crippling 
amendment was defeated in Indiana; and an 
out-of-date county traveling library law was 
repealed in Wisconsin. A new. public library 
act was passed in West Virginia providing for 
establishment and maintenance by municipali- 
ties, counties, and regions, with broad powers 
of contract. The new Maryland library code 
includes not only the organization of the 
state library agency and state aid but also 
provision for county libraries and for contract 
service. Massachusetts authorized contracts 
between any governmental units for any pub- 
lic service. The number' of counties with 
county or regional library service increaséd 
in twenty-six states, with a total gain of 
seventy-one for-the year. 

Acceptance of federal aid was authorized in 
five states—California, Maryland, Montana, 
Rhode Island, and Wisconsin. 


A.L.A. Activities 


The board and its secretary at Head- 
quarters continued to clear information and 
to provide advisory service and materials for 
leaders on the firing line and for the national 
organizations that influence opinion and ac- 
tion. This involved assembling data in ad- 
vance for quick use in answer to emergency 
calls by telegram and special delivery; for 
example, on state aid and on bookmobile con- 
struction and operation. 

A: field worker for six months was re- 
quested of the Executive Board, because of 
the many opportunities in this postwar plan- 
ning period, but was not allowed for budge- 
tary reasons. The secretary, however, served 
as chairman of a team of three surveyors 
(including a board member, H. Marjorie 
Beal) making a quick study for the Massa- 
chusetts Division of Libraries (published by 
the division as The Regional Library Experi- 
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ment in Massachusetts in Relation to the 
Library Situation in the State) and as adviser 
by mail and telegram for the State-Wide 
Library Survey Committee of the Maryland 
State Planning Commission, which produced 
the report, The Free Public Library in Mary- 
land. Field trips were made to Buffalo to, 
address the Western New York Library 
Association on regional library cooperation; 
to the T.V.A. area for a meeting of state 
library extension workers from seven valley 
states; and to Wisconsin to address a work- 
shop. Margaret Fulmer visited Colorado, 
Wyoming, and Nebraska, speaking at district 
and regional meetings and conferring with 
leaders. Other invitations had to be declined. 
Both the secretary and the public library 
specialist have many responsibilities in fields 
other than library extension, 

Chicago plays host to an increasing number 
of national meetings with limited attendance 
but wide reach. It was, therefore, possible 
to attend meetings of the International City 
Managers’ Association, the American Munici- 
pal Association, the American Country Life 
Association Executive Committee, and the 
Associated Women of the American Farm 
Bureau Federation. Visits were paid to head- 
quarters offices of Rotary, Kiwanis, Lions, 
and National Congress of Parents and Teach- 
ers, and to the Public Administration Clearing 
House. 

The Council resolution on library exten- 
sion, adopted in October 1944, was distributed 
inside and outside the profession. Legislative 
action was reported in the 4.L.d. Bulletin 
and by circular letters. Articles by the secre- 
tary were printed in various organs, as 


Book of the States 1945-26. 6th ed. Council of 
State Governments. “The State's Responsi- 
bility for Public Library Development." 

Journal of the American Association of Uni- 
versity Women, Fall 1944. “A Community 
Intelligence Service.” Reprints distributed by 
A.A.U.W. and A.L.A. 

Kentucky Library Association Bulletin, June 
1945. “Regional Libraries.” 

Library Journal, Feb. 15, 1945. “State Leaders 
Seek Legislation for Complete Public Library 
Service.” 

Municipal Year Book 1945. International City 
Managers’ Association. “Public Libraries; 
Developments in 1944.” 


Publication by the University of Chicago 
Press of the proceedings of last year’s library 


342 A.L.A. BULLETIN 


extension institute at the Graduate Library 
School under the title Library Extension: 
Problems and Solutions, can well be noted 
in this report, for it was edited by the board 
member, Carleton B. Joeckel, who had or- 
ganized and directed the institute. "The vol- 
_ume includes a paper on “Michigan’s Postwar 
Plan for Library Extension” by the chairman 
of the board, Mrs. Loleta Dawson Fyan, 
and one on "State Aid to Public Libraries" 
by the secretary to the board. 

The necessary curtailment of conferences 
in wartime and travel difficulties made meet- 
ings of the Library Extension Board impos- 
sible with a membership spread out from 
California to North Carolina. Board mem- 
bers were, however, active in library exten- 
sion in their own states and regions. 

Relations with the Library Extension Di- 
vision were again facilitated by the fact that 
the same person served as chairman of the 
board and president of the division. 

Completion of organization of a Division 
of Public Libraries was of importance in li- 
brary extension, and the secretary of the 
board was elected. provisional executive secre- 
tary of the division. 

Cooperation has been close with the Ca- 
nadian Library Council and its executive 
secretary. Permission was gladly given to 
reproduce many of the graphs and designs 
in The Equal Chance in the corresponding 
pamphlets issued by the council, Rural 
Canada Needs Libraries and Livres pour 
Aujourd'hui et Demain. 

« Relations with the Postwar Planning Com- 
mittee were facilitated by a member of this 
board's serving as chairman of the committee 
and by the secretary of the board's serving in 
the same capacity for the committee. State 
planning, of concern to the board, is dis- 
cussed in the annual report of the committee. 

Margaret Fulmer resigned as public library 
specialist, July 31, after fifteen months of 
fine quality service, and returned to Montana, 
leaving a vacancy at the end of the year. 


? 
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Program Ahead 


The Council of the A.L.A. in October 
1944 expressed the belief “that national, state, 
and local plans for educational and social 
progress in the postwar period can set no 
less a goal than public library service for all 
people of the United States and Canada." 

If this goal is to be reached in. the near 
rather than the far future, intensified effort 
is evidently needed, including: 


1i. Bold planning on the part of the board 
itself and of the Council in its policy-making 
capacity 

2. Active moral and financial support on the 
part of the Executive Board of a dynamic li- 
brary extension program and of a staff to carry 
it out 

3. Coordinated effort through a full-time sec- 
retary at Headquarters and several regional: 
field agents 

4. More help to state and provincial leaders 
in planning and in legislative and other action, 
through field work and national and regional 
meetings of such leaders 

5. Securing greater understanding and more 
effective work on the part of the many organiza- 
tions concerned with educational and social 
progress 

6. Building a firm foundation through experi- 
ments and demonstrations, surveys and research 
studies, and development of adequate publica- 
tions, 


Such a program could bring public library 
service to all the people of the United States 
and Canada within a brief span of years. 


Members of the board: H. Marjorie Beal, 
John Mackenzie Cory (in the armed forces), 
Carleton B. Joeckel, Helen E. Vogleson 
(alternate for Mr. Cory), Hazel B. War- 
ren. 

Mrs, Lotera Dawson Fyan, Chairman 
Juria Wricut MERRILL, Secretary and Chief 
Department of Information and Advisory 
Services 


Postwar Planning 


The Council meeting of October 1944 was 
a milestone in library planning. On behalf 
of the Postwar Planning Committee, its sub- 
committees, and certain subject groups, the 
chairman led an organized presentation of a 
series of planning reports. Council took 


favorable action, approving, in principle, 
standards for public, school, prison, and 
hospital libraries, and received a report of 
progress on college library planning. The 
committee held a meeting immediately pre- 
ceding Council sessions. 


BREMEN!" ———————————— 


- Criticism. 
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In public library planning the Post-War 
Standards for Public Libraries (now formally 
approved by the Council) continued to be 
used as a tool in surveys and in plans for 
state-wide and individual library development. 
Its value to public officials was emphasized 
in an article “Post-War Planning in the Pub- 
lic Library," written by the chairman at the 
request of the International City Managers’ 
Association for Public Management for De- 
cember 1944, and reprinted in full in the 
British Municipal Journal and Public W orks 
Engineer for Mar. 2, 1945. This was one of a 
serles of articles on planning in various mu- 
nicipal fields which will be reprinted in 
pamphlet form. The important provisions of 
the standards were summarized for housing 
officials by Charles S. Ascher, of the National 
Housing Agency. For more popular use the 
standards were supplemented by a leaflet, 
Standards and Planning for Public Libraries, 
which made its first appearance at the Council 
meeting. Quantity orders from state library 
agencies and individual libraries, combined 
with distribution by the committee to national 
agencies and others, exhausted the first print- 
ing of five thousand within two months, and 
ten thousand more were printed. A supple- 
mentary statement on standards of support 
for the public library which provides school 
library service, was adopted by the committee 
in December, published in the 4.L.4. Bulletin 
for March 1945 (p. 116), and reprinted from 
Bulletin type. b 

In order to give attention to the third step 
in public library planning (preparation of a 
national plan for public library development), 
the second step (an evaluation of the present 
service in the country as a whole) was tem- 
porarily by-passed. Detailed outlines for the 
national plan were worked out at a meeting, 
March 23-24, of the chairman and secretary 
of the committee, its public library members, 
and, as consultants, the President, President- 


` Elect, and Executive Secretary of the A.L.A., 


the chairman of the Library Extension Board, 
and Lowell Martin, of the Graduate Library 


School. Writing of the text at A.L.A. Head- . 


quarters was then undertaken by Amy Wins- 
low, June 7-July 7, on leave from the 
Cuyahoga County Library, with Fern Long, 
Cleveland Public Library, drafting two chap- 
ters. At the end of July the first draft was 
sent to the committee and consultants for 
Revision is in the hands of the 
chairman. 


School Libraries for Today and Tomor- 
row; Functions and Standards was published 
in February 1945 as Number 5 in the series, 
Planning for Libraries, following approval by 
the Council in October. It was prepared by 
a joint subcommittee of this committee and 
of the Division of Libraries for Children and 
Young People and its section, the American 
Association of School Librarians, with the 
help of a number of consultants. Mrs. Mary 
Peacock Douglas, who headed the subcommit- 
tee, had been a member of this committee 
from its first appointment. For more popular 
use a leaflet, High Lights from School Li- 
braries for Today and Tomorrow, was pub- 

-lished. Both the leaflet and the standards 
were sent to influehtial educators, They met 
a warm reception from both librarians and 
school authorities, 

In the field of college library planning, Wil- 
liam Hugh Carlson and his Subcommittee on 
Postwar Planning for College and University 
Libraries completed a report on "College and 
University Libraries and Librarianship; an 
Examination of Their Present Status and 
Some Proposals for Their Future Develop- 
ment." This also represents cooperative 
effort. Mr. Carlson is a member of this 
committee, and the subcommittee which he 
headed also represents the Association of Col- 
lege and Reference Libraries and its Commit- 
tee on Wartime Activities. Publication in the 
series, Planning for Libraries, has been rec- 
ommended to the Editorial Committee by 
the A.L.A. Committee on Postwar Planning. 

Prison library standards prepared by the 
A.L.A. Institution Libraries Committee and 
the Libraries Committee of the American 
Prison Association under the chairmanship of 
Mildred Louise Methven, had been adopted 
by the latter association in May 1943. After 
approval by the A.L.A. Council in October 
1944, they were issued in planographed form 
by the A.L.A. and have met a real need. 

"Objectives and Standards for Hospital 
Libraries and Librarians," compiled by a 
committee of the A.L.A. Hospital Libraries 
Round Table, were approved by Council and 
then referred to the newly organized Division 
of Hospital Libraries for further study look- 
ing toward improvement. ‘They are available 
in mimeographed form. 

'The need for a planning statement in the 
field of public library service to children and 
young people had been recognized earlier by 
the Division of Libraries for Children and 
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Young People. In April 1945 Elizabeth D. 
Briggs, president-elect of the division for 
1945-46, was added to this committee with. 
the specific assignment of outlining the project 
and organizing a subcommittee to carry it 
out. She gave it first attention during the six 
weeks of the summer when she served as act- 
ing school and children's library specialist at 
A.L.A. Headquarters. 

State planning is of concern to this com- 
mittee, to a committee of the Library Exten- 
sion Division, and to the Library Extension 
Board. The secretary of this committee was 
chairman of a group of three surveyors whose 
report was published as T'he Regional Library 
Experiment in Massachusetts, in. Relation to. 
the Library Situation in the State, September 
1944, and served as a consultant to the State- 
Wide Library Survey Committee of the 
Maryland State Planning Commission, whose 
report T'he Free Public Library in Maryland 
was published in December 1944. Other 


'documents of importance issued this year are 


A Program for Regional Library Service in 
Connecticut, Connecticut Public Library 
Committee, 1944; Program for Library De- 
velopment in Washington, prepared by the 
Executive Committee of the Washington Li- 
brary Association, 1944; 4 Report on Library 
Conditions in Alabama, by the Postwar Plan- 
ning Committee of the Alabama Library As- 
sociation, 1945; and Canada Needs Libraries, 
reprinted by the Canadian Library Council 
from the Ontario Library Review, November 
1944, including briefs for the dominion and 
for most of the provinces. It is notable that 
state legislatures have already taken first steps 


in carrying out recommendations in these re- 
ports. A state-wide public library survey of 
New York State is under way, at the initia- 
tive of the state library association, designed 
to evaluate present library service and plan 
for postwar development. Errett Weir Mc- 
Diarmid is directing the survey under the gen- 
eral supervision of the research division of 
the department of education. The Ohio 
legislature, at the request of the state library 
association and library trustees association, set 
up a library survey commission (composed of 
three members each of the Senate and the 
House and three persons appointed by the 
Governor) to study current library laws, 
financing, and services, and to make recom- 
mendations to the next legislature to further 
library interests. 

Municipal and county library planning, both 
for service and for buildings, is widespread. 
A few libraries have made the results avail- 
able to others; for example, The Post-War 
Program of the Public Library of the District , 
of Columbia, 1945; The Library Plan for the 
City of San Jose, California, 1944, part of a 
general city survey; Plans for Post-War De- 
velopment, Wichita City Library, 1944. 

'The coming year should bring intensified 
effort in all planning fields, if libraries are to 
be a force in the postwar period. 

Members of the committee: Elizabeth D. 
Briggs, William Hugh Carlson, Mrs. Mary 
Peacock Douglas, Paul Howard, and Amy 
Winslow. 


CARLETON B. JoEcKEL, Chairman 
Juria Wricht MERRILL, Secretary 


Book Post 


.With the book postage rates permanently 
settled by law (we hoped), there seemed so 
little for the committee to do early this year 
that it almost seemed wise to suggest its dis- 
solution. 

In May, however, the committee was 
startled to learn that a bill (H.R. 3235) had 
been introduced on May 16, 1945, providing 
for increased postage rates on books. It was 
a bolt out of the blue, and a hearing on it 
was called by the Committee on the Post 
Offices and Post Roads (House of Represen- 
tatives) for the following day. A near-by 
member of the A.L.A. Federal Relations 


Committee, Joseph C. Shipman of the Enoch 
Pratt Free Library, Baltimore, represented 
A.L.A. at that hearing. He was accompanied 
by Ralph M. Dunbar, chief, Library Service: 
Division, U.S. Office of Education. 'The testi- 
mony brought out that a cost-ascertainment 
test made by the Post Office Department dis- 
closed a deficit of $2,588,000 a year from the 
present book rates. H.R. 3235 was drawn 
with the purpose of raising rates to a point 
where it was estimated they would remove the 
deficit but not make a profit. 

Under the present law there is a flat rate 
on books shipped to any part of the United 
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States. Under the law that went into effect 
on July 1, 1942, this was fixed at three cents 
per pound or fraction of a pound. 

An exception was made in this law, how- 
ever, for books mailed by one library to an- 
other, or from a library to readers, or from 
the readers back to the library. This was 
limited to local mailings and to those in the 
first to third zones (three hundred miles 
maximum) or within the state in which 
mailed. This preferential treatment was pro- 
vided by a law passed in 1925 and was allowed 
to stand when the 1942 law was passed. 
'This permits a postage rate on such books of 
three cents for the first pound and one cent 
for each additional pound. On library loans, 
then, if a book package is over one pound the 
postage is less (if the package is to go no 
farther than three hundred miles or within 
the state) than it would be for booksellers or 
others to send a similar package that same 
distance. This is because the general rates 
for each pound or fraction of.a pound cost 
three cents, whereas for library books it is 
only one cent for each additional pound or 
fraction of a pound over the first, so long as 
the package does not go beyond the third zone. 

These rates were raised slightly by the 
Revenue Act of 1943, which includes a provi- 
sion that postage on fourth-class mail (which 
includes books) shall be increased by 3 per 
cent of existing rates or by one cent, which- 
ever is greater. This latter provision is to 
cease to be effective, according to the law, six 
months after hostilities end. Thus, if no 
other law were passed to the contrary in the 
meantime, the flat rate of three cents per 
pound would prevail again at that time, with 
the special rates noted above for library loans. 

The new bill introduced in May 1945 
(H.R. 3235) would substitute for this flat 
rate, however, a zone basis for book postage 
rates just as for other fourth-class matter. 
The theory of the zone system is that each 
package must bear all of its costs, and that 
means that the farther books must travel 
through the mails the higher the postage rates 
should be. 

As reported out by the House Committee 
on the Post Offices and Post Roads, H:R. 3235 
retains the preferential treatment given to 
interlibrary loans by the 1925 act but expands 
it to cover the entire country on a zone basis. 
It also extends this preferential treatment to 
all books purchased or otherwise sent to li- 
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braries (including schools, colleges, organiza- 
tions, or associations not organized for profit, 
and none of whose net income inures to the 
benefit of any private stockholder or indi- 
vidual). Thus the new bill would give these 
special rates on books "when sent to or by li- 
braries .. ." even though coming from a book 
publisher or dealer. ` 

There would be no increase at all, so far as 
libraries are concerned, unless the books were 
to go farther than 1400 miles (which is the 
limit of the sixth zone from the place where 
the package was mailed). 

In certain instances the new rates would be 
cheaper for libraries than at present, viz., on 
packages weighing five pounds or over and 
sent locally or on packages weighing three or 
more pounds sent to the fourth, fifth, or sixth 
zones (which would be distances of anywhere 
from 300 to 1400 miles from the place where 
the packages were mailed). 

It is only when books going to or from 
libraries are to be sent to the seventh or 
eighth zones (anything over 1400 miles) 
that the proposed rates are increased. 

When the bill was first introduced, then, 
there was no provision that books being sent 
to libraries from publishers or book dealers 
or other sources than library loans would have 
any preferential rate. This meant that the 
proposed increased postage rates would apply 
to such books. This would mean an increased 
charge on library book funds, as a large per- 
centage of libraries receive the books that 
they purchase by mail rather than by express 
or freight and have to pay the postage charges. 

At a hearing of the House Committee on 
the Post Offices and Post Roads in June, 
A.L.A. was represented by Paul Howard, 
chairman of the Federal Relations Committee 
(which committee worked in collaboration 
with the Book Post Committee on this prob- 
lem). Luther H. Evans, Ralph M. Dunbar, 

\ 
and others also attended the hearing, 

Prior to this hearing, A.L.A. Headquarters 
had sent a questionnaire to representative 
libraries all over the United States in order 
to gather factual material as to the extent 
such new rates would be likely to cut into 
their book funds. On the basis of this data, : 
the case was made for preferential rates on 
books being sent to libraries from publishers, 
dealers, and so on. 

'The House Committee on the Post Offices 
and Post Roads then amended the bill to pro- 


^ 
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vide that such book packages going v^ libraries 
should have the same rates as those for li- 
brary books circulated by mail. It then re- 
ported favorably on the bill as amended, 
though by the narrow margin of ten to nine 
votes. The committee expressed its views in 
House Report No. 870 (79th Congress, 1st 
Session), and included is a section giving the 
minority views of eight members. One of 
these members, Congressman Hartley, intro- 
duced a bill ( H.R. 3551) providing that books 
should have the same postage rates as news- 
. papers and magazines (second-class mail, one 
and one-half cents a pound or fraction there- 
of). This has been referred to the House 
Committee on the Post Offices and Post 
Roads, but no action has yet been taken on it. 
Since the majority of the committee expressed 
itself as in favor of the other bill (H.R. 3235), 
it would be surprising if they would act on 
Mr. Hartley's bill while the other is still 
pending. Congress is in recess at the time of 
writing (in August), and the next step when 
it meets again will be for the House of Rep- 
resentatives to vote on it. 
After consultation among A.L.A. Head- 
quarters, the Federal Relations Committee, 
and the Book Post Committee, it was decided 
not to take any further action on the bill 
until Congress reconvenes, and then to act 
only if it seems necessary. It is felt that the 
bill (H.R. 3235) seeks to give special con- 
` sideration to libraries, not only for the books 
they send out, but also on books they pur- 
chase or otherwise receive, so that library 
book funds will not be drained to any great 
extent. It is only when books are sent more 
than 1400 miles from the library (i.e., beyond 
the sixth zone) that rates will be increased. 
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Thus few libraries will be affected adversely, 
for even those that are far from the eastern 
book markets can secure many of their books 
from distributors that are within 1400 miles of 
them. On the other hand, there will be sav- 
ings over present rates in some zones. 

The new bill does increase the rates for 
books sent by booksellers and individuals’ to 
destinations other than the libraries, schools, 
colleges, etc., which are granted the special 
rates. As believers in the diffusion of knowl- 
edge through books, we deplore any increase 
in postage rates that discourages such traffic. 
We can, and have, expressed these sentiments, 
but it is only in the field of libraries that we 
can protest with authority to the Committee 
on the Post Offices and Post Roads. 

Although the zone system of postage rates 
is a nuisance, the changes proposed in H.R. 
3235 are believed to be more likely to he 
beneficial than harmful to the vast majority 
of libraries. At the present time, at least, 
there is probably no need for librarians to take 
action so far as library interests are con- 
cerned. 

The Book Post Committee will continue to 
work in close cooperation with the Federal 
Relations Committee and A.L.A. Headquar- 
ters in watching the bills that have been in- 
troduced and any more that may come. The 
committee is well aware of the many oppor- 
tunities that arise in the legislative process for 
alterations to be made in bills, and for that 
reason it must continue to be alert in watching 
them until final action has been taken or the 
bills have died. 

Members of the committee: Orlando C. 
Davis and John Helenbeck Moriarty. 

Raymonp C. Linpouist, Chairman 


Federal -Relations 


The year has brought an opportunity for 
increased usefulness and activity to the Fed- 
eral Relations Committee. The success of 
the Library Development Fund campaign has 
made possible a new era in federal relations. 

Activities of the committee as reported in 
the 4.L.4. Bulletin in November 1944 and 


: January, February, March, April, June, and 


July 1945 indicate possible trends in the near 
future. 
'The committee has been concerned with the 


following problems: surplus property, includ- 
ing surplus Army camp libraries; federal in- 
terest in educational facilities, especially the 
House Committee on Education's proposals 
relating to aiding colleges adversely affected 
by the war, and an educational facilities bill 
designed to aid in the building of educational 
plants including libraries; and book post. The 
Federal Relations Committee has not been 
actively engaged on document problems this 


year because of the work of the Joint Com- 
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mittee on Government Publications. : 
The chief results of the committee's work 
have been a growing awareness of the relation 
of libraries to national problems and some 
recognition that libraries can make a contri- 
bution toward the solution of these problems. 
Working with the Book Post Committee, the 
Federal Relations Committee has been able 
to gain concessions on library postage which 
will probably prevent an additional annual 
charge of more than one hundred thousand 
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dollars on library books, Projects in all other 
fields mentioned are pending and some results 
should become apparent in the near future. 

Members of the committee: Charles H. 
Compton, Essae Martha Culver, Mrs. Lucile 
L. Keck, Marguerite Kirk, Raymond C. 
Lindquist, John Russell Mason, Joseph C. 
Shipman, Althea H. Warren, Beverly Wheat- 
croft, 


Á^ 
Paur Howanp, Chairman 


Library Legislation 


PART I. SUMMARY 


During the report year (August 1944 to 
July 1945) the volume of legislation passed 
exceeded that of the last few years. 
Throughout, a progressive tendency is mani- 
fest; yet, the progress achieved in some states 
and Canadian provinces clearly indicates that 
greater aggressiveness in other jurisdictions 
would have produced better results there. 
Much of the progressive legislation passed is 
of a general character and affects librarians 
and libraries only by implication; in some 
jurisdictions, however, librarians who ‘are 
well known for their initiative and awareness 
of responsibility toward the community and 
the library profession and for their experience 
in legislative know-how, have pushed far 
ahead. 

If library legislation fails, it is usually due 
to one of two circumstances. ‘The first reason 
for “dying in committee,” “not passing,” or 
“being vetoed” is inadequate technical prepa- 
ration. Previous legislation on the same sub- 
ject should be checked for possibilities of 
conflict with planned legislation, and in 
drafting bills the legislative style of codes 
and constitutional requirements should be 
complied with minutely. Usually some legis- 
lative or administrative office within the state 
will render technical help of this character; 
if not, the advice of an attorney should be 
sought. 

The second reason for failure of planned 
library legislation is, however, far more 
serious. ‘This reason is inadequate sponsor- 
ship. Unless the members of the legislature 
and the governor are convinced of the use- 
fulness and necessity of proposed legislation, 
the best proposals will fail. Technical 


changes in the law often need only sponsor- 
ship by the administration. But as soon as 
the expenditure of funds is concerned, mem- , 
bers of the legislature will want convincing 
proof of the advisability of legislative sugges- 
tions. Librarians frequently limit themselves 
to "swinging" one or two legislators to their 
side. Unless these individual legislators are 
particularly influential members of the legis- 
lature and unless they have an unusual in- 
terest in the development of libraries or the 
library profession, the results of this ap- 
proach of individuals will not, as a rule, be 
satisfactory. 

Again, frequently librarians approach legis- 
lators as individual librarians or as officers 
of professional library organizations which 
have a small and politically disinterested 
membership. The success of this approach is 
usually less than anticipated, as legislators 
desire to work for the common whole and 
enact bills sponsored by organizations that are 
representative of large parts of the popula- 
tion, Experience confirms the view that 
legislative proposals which are approved and 
sponsored by representative citizens! groups 
have a considerable chance of success. 

'The committee has made a survey of the 
-sponsorship of library legislation during the 
report year by representative citizens' groups 
in twenty-nine states and one Canadian prov- 
ince. Among sponsoring organizations, wom- 
en's clubs and professional organizations were 
active in six jurisdictions, parent-teacher or- 
ganizations in five, agricultural organizations 
in four, and veterans' organizations in three; 
state employees' associations played an im- 
portant part in two, and a trade union council | 
in one. Also, the aid of one chamber of 
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commerce was enlisted. Manufacturers! and 
merchants! associations were not approached 
for assistance. 

'There would seem to be a vast field of 
possibilities which librarians, as yet, have 
merely “tapped.” Organizations that work 
for civic improvement and development of 
resources should be kept well and systemati- 
cally appraised of library development plans 
within the state. And organizations repre- 
senting employee interests should have a clear 
view of salary conditions which should be 
abated. 

Increases in library funds and, particularly, 
improvements of the economic status of li- 
brarians and library employees are of singular 
importance in years of booming economy and 
of general price and salary advances. Un- 
fortunately, the committee was unable to 
gather data on salary increases in some of 
the largest libraries because state library 
agencies (which are the committee's primary 
source of information) have been unable to 
furnish these data. It may be noted, how- 
ever, that one state library agency has decided 
to collect comparative statistics on salaries 

paid by libraries within their jurisdiction. 
While i in many states library salaries are still 
considerably below the general salary level 
and in some states library employees do not 
fully enjoy wartime bonuses and advances 
granted to other public employees, remarkable 
improvements in salaries, retirement allow- 
ances, vacations, and observances of public 
holidays have been achieved in at least one- 
half of the states. 

Of thirty states which submitted informa- 
tion, twenty-eight reported over-all budget 
increases over the previous report year aver- 
aging about I5 per cent, whereas salary 
budgets were increased by approximately 16 
per cent over the previous year. 


PART II. STATE LIBRARY LEGISLATION 


ARCHIVES 
Kansas 
The reproduction of certain state records 
on microfilm and destruction of the original 


records is authorized by Chapter 331; such 
micro-records shall have full evidentiary 


value. 


Rhode Island 


A World War Records Subdivision was set 
up in the state library by executive order. 
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4 CENSORSHIP 
Massachusetts 


'The general court enacted a new censor- 
ship law (Chapter 278) by which the exer- 
cise of censorship is taken away ftom local 
law enforcement agencies and put into the 
hands of the superior court. 


CERTIFICATION OF LIBRARIANS 


British Columbia 


Regulations concerning certification of li- 
brarians, based on a 1944 law, were put into 
force on Aug. I5, I945. 


- CODIFICATION OF LIBRARY LAWS 

Georgia 

The chapter entitled “State Librarian” in 
the state’s code of 1933 was rewritten in 1945. 
New York 

Codification of the law relating to court 
libraries was vetoed. 
North Carolina 


Sections 160-65 and 160-77 of the general 
statutes were rewritten for purposes of 
clarification. 


Ohio 
The existing library laws were rewritten 
and recodified. 


West Virginia 


Article 1 of Chapter 10 of the Code of 
1931 was re-enacted in revised form. 


CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS ON LIBRARIES 
Georgia 


The trend of incorporating provisions on 
libraries in state constitutions was continued. 
In the Constitution of Georgia delegation of 
certain legislative powers concerning libraries 
to counties was authorized. 


COUNTY LIBRARIES 
Arkansas 
County library services were extended by 
Act 168. 


DISTRIBUTION OF STATE DOCUMENTS 
California 


Chapter 1403 of the 1945 statutes provides 
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for distribution of 175 copies of state publi- 
cations to libraries which will be designated 
complete or selective depositories. 


EMPLOYMENT CONDITIONS 
Connecticut 


Connecticut passed numerous acts tending 
to improve the employment status of public 
employees, including librarians. Public Acts 
265, 299, 375, 381, 385, and 416 provide for 
better chances of individual employees to re- 
ceive salary increases and longer vacations and 
to enjoy the mandatory observance of legal 
holidays and rights of appeal in cases of lay- 
off, 


New Hampshire 

By Chapter 201 employees of political sub- 
divisions were enabled to participate in the 
state retirement system. 
Oregon 

Oregon’s legislation includes a state civil 
service act (Chapter 400) and a public em- 
ployees’ retirement act (Chapter 401). 
Texas 


A constitutional amendment to provide for 
a retirement system for state employees will 
be voted upon in 1946. 


EXTENSION SERVICES 

Illinois 

The scope of state-wide services rendered 
by the state library has been greatly increased 
by House Bill 526. 

FEDERAL AID 
(See also War Surplus Property) 

Rhode Island 


By Chapter 1551 the acceptance of federal 
funds and library materials was authorized. 


Tennessee 


A similar act was passed in Tennessee 


(Senate Bill 749, House Bill 625). 


FINES AND POSTAGE REIMBURSEMENT 
Maine 


By administrative rule the state library 
has abolished fines previously charged to li- 
braries and individual borrowers. Similarly 
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reimbursement of postage on loans has been 


done away with. 
/ 


LAW LIBRARIES 


^ California - 


Under Chapter 1113 county law libraries 
may dispose of unusable property and may 
receive as gifts building sites for library build- 
ings from state and counties afd cities. 


" 


LEGAL PUBLICATIONS 
Connecticut 


By House Bill 577 the state library com- 
mittee appoints the editor of the Connecticut 
Law Journal and Connecticut Supplement, 
in which administrative regulations and de- 
cisions and court reports are published. 


LIBRARY TAXES 
Kentucky 


The constitutionality of Section 173.360 of 
the revised statutes, which refers to the man- 
datory levying of a minimum tax for public 
library purposes in certain classes of cities, 
was upheld by the Kentucky Court of Ap- 
peals in Board of Trustees vs. City of New- 
port, 187 S.W. 2d 806. 


Pennsylvania 


Act 51 clarifies the right of municipalities 
to make direct appropriation for public li- 
brary maintenance. 


MICROFILM 


California and Kansas 


'The establishment of microfilm divisions in 
the California State Library and in the State 
Historical Society of Kansas has been author- 
ized by legislative action. 


RURAL LIBRARIES 


North Dakota 


Senate Bill 94 enables residents of rural 
areas to vote for the establishment of public 
library service. 


SCHOOL LIBRARIES 
California . 
Chapters 1078, 1165, 1239, 1240 deal with 
financial questions of school libraries. 
STATE LIBRARY AGENCIES 
Montana 
Under House Bill 99 the library commis- 
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sion, created in 1929, became operative on 
July 1, 1945. 


REGIONAL LIBRARY SERVICE 
Connecticut 


Senate Bill 829 which would have author- 
ized the establishment of regional library 
service on a moderate scale died in commit- 
tee. : 


TRUST FUNDS FOR LIBRARIES 
Maine — 
"The bequest of funds for the establishment 
of a public library is construed by the supreme 


judicial court in Manufacturers National 
Bank vs. Woodward, 38 A. 2d 657. 


WAR SURPLUS PROPERTY 
Kansas 


By Chapter 315 a surplus property board 
was created, whose duty it is to assist state 
and local agencies in the acquisition of federal 
war surplus property. 


New York 


Chapter 685 enables the state education 
department to accept federal surplus library 
books or property. 

PART III, STATE LIBRARY AGENCY BUDGETS 
, Figures in parentheses refer to the amount 
of the budgets reserved for salaries. 


Arkansas 


1944-45, $15,500 ($7,700); 1945-46 and 
1946-47, $25,720 ($12,220) each. 


California 


1944-45, $191,717 ($144,500); 1945-46, 
$220,424 ($167,870). The salary of the state 
librarian was raised from $5,000 to $7,500. 


Colorado 


1944-45, $7,730 ($4,780); 1945-46 and 
1946-47, $14,604 ($7,804) each. The increase 
is for capital outlay only. 


Gonnecticut 
State library: 1944-45, $202,794 ($144,294) ; 
1945-46, $223,525 ($144,204); 1946-47, 


$205,975 ($162,010). Public library com- 
mission: 1944-45, $16,060 ($13,590) ; 1945-46, 
$17,450 ($14,375). 
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Delaware 

1944-45, $10,700 ($5,700); 1945-46, 
$12,000 ($6,400). 

Florida 

1944-45, $15,675 ($10,000); 1945-46, 
$24,520 ($15,000). 

Georgia 

1944, $11,322 ($7,369); 1945, $11,470 
($7,663). 

Illinois 

1943-45, $396,830 ($280,620); 1945-47, 
$458,082 ($334,272). 

Kansas 

1945-46, $30,320 ($21,170); 1946-47, 
$29,120 ($21,170). 

Kentucky —— 

1944-45, $20,000 ($10,866); 1945-46, 
$20,000 ($13,555). 

Louisiana 

1944-45, $150,000 ($77,425); 1945-46, 
$150,000 ($84,000). 

Maine 

1944-45, $42,833 ($20,284); 1945-46, 
$56,570 ($25,002). 

Massachusetts 

1944-45, $36,794 ($25,094); 1945-46, 
$39,220 ($26,720). 

Nevada 

1943-45, $21,900 ($12,000); 1945-47, 


$23,380 ($14,880). 


New Hampshire 


1945, $49,964 ($28,617); 1946, $52,870 
($29,590). 


New Mexico 


1945, $11,600 ($4,700); 1946, $19,700 
($6,565). $5,500 has been appropriated for 
rural aid in 1946. 


New York 
1945-46, $415,140 ($264,140). 
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North Garolina 

1945, $20,338 ($11,878); 1946, $21,719 
($14,594). 
Ohio 

1945, $113,517 ($41,892) ; 1946, $113,467 
($41,892). 
Oklahoma 


1945, $22,000 ($13,800); 1946, $23,280 
($14,880). 
Oregon 


State library: 1943-45, $139,155 ($99, 920) ; 
1945-47, $180,140 ($130,140). 
State archives: 1945-47, $15,000 ($11,300). 


Pennsylvania ' 
1943-45, $240,000; 1945-47, $196,000. 
Rhode Island 


1944-45, $53,602 
$58,310 ($30,427). 


South Carolina 


1944-45, $15,000 
$20,000 ($6,400). 


South Dakota 


1944-45, $16,429 
$21,440 ($11,640). 
Tennessee 

1944-45, $77,950 ($13,692); 1945-46, 
$98,951 ($14,868). The budget includes large 
amounts for regional library service and state 
aid for school libraries (1944-45, $62,545; 
1945-46, $82,831). 

Texas 


1944, $38,570 ($27, 835); 1945, $38,570 
($28,066). 


($30,427); 1945-46. 


($5,282) ; 


1945-46, 


($8,799); — 1945-46, 
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W est Virginia 
1944-45, $10,000 ($5,000); 1945-46, 
$16,350 ($7,000). 
British Columbia 
1944-45, $31,890 ($12,240); 1945-46, 


$38,990 ($16,740). 


PART IV. SUPPLEMENT TO American 
Library Laws 


In an informal exchange of opinion, the 
members of the committee discussed the ad- 
visability of supplementing the second edition 
of the American Library Laws. It was the 
unanimous opinion of the members that the 
committee's annual report should be con- 
sidered an informal supplement to the 4meri- 
can Library Laws, that every ten years a new 
edition of the American Library Laws should 
be compiled, and that in in-between years the 
American Library Laws should from time to 
time be supplemented by pamphlet or pocket 
supplements. 


PART V. 


Many of the members of the committee 
have served for more years than they would 
have under peacetime conditions. One of the 
results of long tenure was a gradual but com- 
plete revamping of the work done by the 
committee. As the chairman and most of the 
committee members cannot be reappointed, 
the committee refrains from making specific 
suggestions for the work of the committee in 
postwar years. 

Members of the committee: Francis X. 
Dwyer, James C. Foutts, William A. Gillard, 
Olive C. Lathrop, Alma C. Mitchill, Charles 
Keith Morison. 


WiLLtIAM B. STERN, Chairman 


Library Revenues 


Since its last report! the committee has con- 
tinued to watch the literature of public fi- 
nance and taxation as well as librarianship 
in an attempt to discover significant trends 
and important specific facts regarding or aí- 
fecting library revenues. 

'To cut down on overlapping in committee 


1 4.L.A. Bulletin 38:336-37, 403, Oct. 1, 1944. 


reporting and for brevity's sake, comment on 
new state legislation affecting library reve- 
nues, including state aid, is left mainly to the 
Committee on Library Legislation and the 
Library Extension Board. Suffice it here to 
say that legislation and appropriations have 
been distinctly favorable in an encouraging 
number of instances, regarding both the estab- 
lishment of new library programs and the 
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better financing of old.? Special attention 
might be called, however, to Minnesota's new 
law permitting an increase in tax levies for 
villages and cities of the second, third, and 
fourth class from three to five mills and to 
the Minneapolis charter amendment raising 
from two to three mills the amount of tax 
that may be levied for the Minneapolis Public 
Library. 

The library provisions of the new Mis- 
souri constitution are perhaps even more im- 
portant. Under one provision the state 
assumes responsibility for the establishment, 
development, and support of public libraries; 
another permits tax levies for library purposes 
to be in addition to the maximum limit set 
for other purposes. St. Louis is counting 
heavily on this for a much-needed increase in 
its library appropriations.’ 

Increased library appropriations in individ- 
ual cities reflect a growing appreciation of 
what the American public library means to 
its communities. Thirty-one libraries in Con- 
necticut show an increase in public .funds 
ranging from $20 to $14,458 in individual 


cases, or a total increase of $50,854. Nine | 


show decreases totaling $4332. Public li- 
brary budgets in Georgia increased from local 
sources $64,818 in 1944 over funds voted in 
1943. The first six months of 1945 show a 
further increase of $21,950. State aid has 


„added to this amount. 


In Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, Allentown, 
and Lancaster have received increases. 
'Thirty townships in Indiana have increased 
their tax rates this year and twenty-two 
towns and eighteen townships have decreased 
their rates. Among Ohio libraries which have 
received increases in 1945 are Cleveland, 
Cuyahoga County, Columbus, Springfield, 
Akron, Wooster, and Newark. In Michigan, 
Lansing is one of the cities receiving a sub- 
stantial increase, and in Kentucky about 95 
per cent of the library reports made available 
to the committee showed budget increases over 
the previous year. A new state law provides 
an increased mandatory minimum. A number 
of. Wisconsin, Massachusetts, Nebraska, 


. Texas, and West Virginia cities show indi- 


vidual increases; also New Orleans and Buf- 
falo. The full list with details available is 


2The A.L.A. Library Extension Board has mimeo- 
graphed details. 
L.A. Bulletin 39:187-88, 201-04, May and 
ae and St. Louis Public Library es. Anaua 
pori, 1944-45, p. 27. 


une 
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too extensive to be published in this report. 

An article in Illinois Libraries for February 
1945 stated, “Some libraries report receipts 
which are as much as 25 per cent below the 
amount specified in the appropriation ordi- 
nance.” This statement prompted the com- 
mittee to attempt an inquiry as to whether 
this was an unusual or a usual situation. The 
committee’s query,* however, stimulated only 
two replies. One librarian reported that he 
had received less than the amount made 
mandatory by the city charter for twenty 
years but that he did not see that anything 
could be done about it. The Library Reve- 
nues Committee was asked to do nothing 
about it. There had been a decrease of one 
hundred thousand dollars in the income of 
the city and a decrease in the population 
amounting to possibly ten thousand in recent 
years. The other reply received was from a 
library reporting a small increase for two 
new branches. 

No specific study has been attempted by 
the committee into the revenue situation of 
school, college, and university libraries, but 
attention should be called to the discussions 
of library finances and income in two! new 
books—namely, Lyle's The Administration of 
the College Library? and the new Wilson and 
Tauber volume on The University Library® 

In connection with the current bibliography 
appended to the committee’s report,’ as usual, 
attention is called to the following: 

At least four states—Michigan, New York, 
California, and Virginia—are making exten- 
sive studies of municipal revenue problems. 
Carl H. Chatters’ "Planning Municipal Fis- 
cal Policies"8 is a review of ‘current problems 
and trends with suggestions on how cities can 
best prepare now for the postwar period. 
The Municipal Yearbook 1945 discusses 
“New Sources of Municipal Revenue,” p. 
201-05. (See also New York Times, Apr. 28, 
1945, “Cities Raise Taxes or Find ,New 
Ones.") 

President Ulveling's warning regarding pos- 
sible shoals ahead in the stream of income 
from both endowment and public sources and 
his proposal for a “government and tax study 
committee composed of librarians, political 


~ economists, and students of taxation to study 


*4.L.A. Bulletin 39:221-22, June r945. 
5New York City, V Wilson, 1944. 

$ Chicago, University of Chicago Press, 1945. 
T See p. 424-25. infra, 

8 Public Management 27:36-40, February 1945. 
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the effect ori libraries of present tax struc- 


tures, to investigate trends in government, 
and to devise new legislative proposals which 
are sound in principle, adapted to current 
conditions, and cognizant of the importance 
of library service"? merit our thoughtful con- 
sideration and active cooperation. 


9 4,L.A. Bulletin 39:230, July 1:945. 
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Changes in librarians’ salaries are matters 
within the scope of the Board on Personnel 
Administration, not of the Library Revenues 
Committee. : 

Members of the committee: Walter 'T. 
Brahm, Laura B. Briesemeister, B. F. Coen, 
Edward A. Wight, Grinton I. Will, 


t 
Jouw BovwToN Karser, Chairman 


A.L.A. International Activities 


Board on International Relations 


The challenge, the opportunity, the respon- 
sibility of the relations with library friends 
in other parts of the world stand out even 
more impressively at the end of the second 
year of the work of this board than at its 
first, difficult as that may seem. 

A bare record of activities follows. It is 
necessary, of course. It is about as adequate 
and thrilling, however, as a ship’s log is for 
a picture of the human interest of a voyage. 
Maximum and minimum thermometer read- 
ings, changes in barometric readings, set of 
the winds, distance covered—all are essential. 
Single or combined, they furnish but the bare 
skeleton of the story of the cruise. Those 
personal contacts, individual and organiza- 
tional, are quite as important in the record of 
the voyage of the board as in the memory of 
the passengers and crew whether on a man 
o'war, a liner, or a freighter. However, 
skeletons and logs are necessary for animals 
. and for voyages, which will explain and ex- 
cuse the following outline sketch. 

'The board has held two formal meetings 
during the year; the Committee on Aid to 
Libraries in War Areas, three; the Advisory 
Committee on Books for Latin America, 
three. 

A brief summary of finances follows. In 
this connection one must make it plain that no 
Association funds go to the board, the entire 
support coming from outside sources. Ex- 
penditures amounted to $306,711.91 for the 
calendar year. Receipts for the fiscal year 
were $894,440.79. The balance on hand is 
large on the face of the statement, but it 
will evaporate all too soon. The usual debit 


and credit statement is not possible because 
the appropriations come at different times and 
for differing periods. 

Changes in board and committee personnel 
began with the resignation of Flora B. Lud- 
ington as chairman on the eve of her depar- 
ture for Bombay to head the first O.W.I. 
outpost library of information in India. She 
was succeeded by Keyes D. Metcalf. On 
Apr. 29, 1944, John Richmond Russell re- 
signed as chairman of the Committee on Aid 
to Libraries in War Areas, Wyllis E. Wright 
taking his place on the 22nd of May following. 
In May 1945 Wiliam Warner Bishop was 
named representative emeritus to the Interna- 
tional Federation of Library Associations, 
Mr. Metcalf to serve as the active man. 

In anticipation of calls for librarians for 
service abroad Agnes Camilla Hansen began 
in July 1944 compilation of a list of candi- 
dates, finishing her work in October and 
recording a promising number of possibilities 
if and when the Association is called on for 
action. 

Sixty-four thousand dollars was appropri- 
ated by the State Department for the opera- 
tion of the three libraries in Latin America, 
Mexico, Managua, and Montevideo, during 
1944, and $100,000 was provided by an agree- 
ment under the usual terms for 1945. The 
Coordinator of Inter-American Affairs pro- 
vided $39,497 for the Biblioteca Benjamin 
Franklin for 1943-44, making a total from 
the Department of State and the coordinator 
for the eighteen months! period of $103,497. 
Seven thousand six hundred ninety-two dol- 
lars from the coordinator was budgeted for 
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Managua for 1944 in addition to the amounts 
above which were appropriated through the 
A.L.A. 

Close connection has continued with the 
Liaison Committee on International Educa- 
tion. zu i 

On May 12, 1944, Archibald MacLeish, 
Librarian of Congress, called a group of li- 
brarians together to talk about problems he 
saw as a consequence of attendance as a mem- 
ber of the United States delegation to the 
recent conference of Allied Ministers of Edu- 
cation in London. ‘The meeting of minds 
on this occasion led the group to request the 
Librarian of Congress to ask the Department 
of State if it would care to learn whether 
the foreign offices of Great Britain and France 


- would favor the calling of an international 


conference to discuss what libraries the world 
over should do to meet the conditions- facing 
them in the new world. 

Another phase of the international side of 
the intellectual and cultural life was presented 
at a conference called by the National Re- 
search Council at its office in Washington on 
Dec. 13, 1944. ] 

At the United Nations Conference in San 
Francisco in April-May Mr. Milam repre- 
sented the library world, serving as one of the 
three American Council on Education con- 
sultants to the U.S. Department, of State. 
As a member of the executive committee of 
the Liaison Committee on an International 
Office of Education, he has been active also, 
rejoicing with the rest of us in the news that 
Great Britain will call a United Nations con- 
ference to gather in London in November to 
develop an international organization for edu- 
cation and cultural relations. 

'The need of an organized effort to collect 
books in this country for libraries in war 
areas has been close to the hearts of all 
librarians here since the war began. Various 
discussions headed up in a meeting of the 
Council of National Library Associations at 
Philadelphia on June 22, 1944, at which it 
was decided to organize a joint committee 
to sponsor and conduct this campaign for 
books. 

On the 11th of July following, the joint 
committee met in New York City with 
Messrs. Lord, Metcalf, and Milczewski rep- 
resenting the board. Another followed in 
New York on August 17. An executive com- 
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mittee was then formed, with Mr. Lord as 
chairman. ? 

It came to be felt that the problem should 
be presented to the public by a meeting spon- 
sored by the Department of State and the 
Library of Congress. 'This met in Washing- 
ton on Feb. 28, 1945. The morning session 
was presided over by Bryn J. Hovde, chief 
of the Division of Cultural Cooperation of 
the Department of State; the afternoon, by 
Luther H. Evans, Acting Librarian of Con- 
gress. Under Secretary of State Joseph C. 
Grew opened the morning session, with Gray- 
son N. Kefauver, Willys R. Peck, and Harry 
Miller Lydenberg following. In the after- 
noon Archibald MacLeish, Assistant Secre- 
tary of State, was followed by Bernhard 
Knollenberg, chairman of the joint committee, 
acting in the absence of Mr. Lord in Paris. 

Preparátory to this, Robert Alexander Mil- 
ler, librarian of Indiana University, had spent 
several weeks in the East studying the prob- 
lem and working out a tentative plan, much 
along the lines sketched by Mr. Knollenberg 
at the February meeting. As a result, the 
executive committee chose Kenneth R. Shaf- 
fer, of Indiana University, to develop the 
plans thus sketched. Mr. Shaffer began work 
in Washington on the first of April, funds 
for a period of three months being provided 
by the Rockefeller Foundation. 

During the year Charles F. McCombs 
finished editorial work on the list of books 
noteworthy as evidence of scholarship and 
research produced in the United States during 
1939-43. The primary purpose of the list 
was a guide for the buying of books from the 
grant of one hundred thousand dollars from 
the Rockefeller Foundation for libraries in 
war areas. Printing is now under way. Some 
thirty-five sets of about 550 volumes each 
will probably be gathered in this way and 
to this end. One incomplete set of 372 vol- 
umes was sent to London for display as a 
sample at the meeting of Allied Ministers of 
Education in the spring of 1945. Selection 
of titles published in 1944 is in the hands of 
the library of Harvard University. 

Messrs. Milam and Lydenberg made a tour 
of inspection in June-July 1944 to the libraries 
in Mexico, Managua, Montevideo, with trips 
for observation also and contact with library 
friends in Costa Rica, Panama, Colombia, 
Ecuador, Peru, Chile, Argentina, Brazil, 
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Venezuela. Their report and recommenda- 
tions were sent to the Department of State 
on Oct. 3, 1944. 

Brief mention may well be made of phases 
of the work connected with various countries. 
Details will be found at greater length in the 
monthly reports sent to the board, The sum- 
mary below sketches the larger picture. 


Latin America 


Friends from Latin America have come and 
gone as usual and with the usual profit to 
us here and—we hope—to them during and 
after their stay. Students from Argentina, 
Brazil, Costa Rica, Nicaragua, Peru, and 
Panama have attended library schools at Co- 
lumbia University and the universities of Chi- 
cago, Denver, Michigan, and North Carolina. 

Enrique Ferrer from the university library 
at Cordoba, Argentina, spent two years at the 
library school of the University of California 
and returned home this summer of 1945.° 

Luis F. Malaga, of the National Library 
of Peru, spent October-May at the Rochester, 
N.Y., Public Library, working as a specialist 
on the staff, and during the summer of 1945 
attended the school of library service at Co- 
lumbia University. 

From Brazil came Rone Amorin for three 
months. Helena Azevedo, of the library of 
the Natural History Museum at Rio de 
Janeiro, worked with Althea H. Warren at 
Los Angeles and visited other libraries. Au- 
gusto Meyer, of the Instituto do Livro, came 
from Rio with several hundred volumes for 
distribution on its behalf. 

Francis Thorne, of the library of the Inter- 
state Commerce Commission, went this sum- 
mer to organize the library of the Instituto 
Agronomico de Norte at Belem. 

At the request of the Minister of Education 
the Rockefeller Foundation sent three li- 
brarians to Rio to advise Rubens Borba de 
Moraes in connection with the reorganization 
of the national library at Rio, William A. 
Jackson, of Harvard, first; followed by Har- 
vie Branscomb, of Duke University, next; and 
Gaston Litton, of the National Archives, last. 
These three went as agents of the A.L.A. 
acting on behalf of the foundation. After 
Professor Jackson, Kathleen E. Clifford, of 
the Library of Congress staff, was sent under 
the plan for exchange of government per- 


™ 


355 


sonnel, she staying for one or two years, the 
others for periods up to four months. 

Sr. Julian Marchena, director of the Na-. 
tional Library at San José, spent several 
months on an extended visit as guest of the 
Department of State and the A.L.A. 

From Cuba two visitors were specially wel- 
come, Fermin Peraza Sarausa, editor of 
Anuario Bibliografico Cubano and librarian 
of the public library of Havana; and Jorge 
Aguayo, assistant librarian of the University 
of Havana. 

For Ecuador we think with pleasure of the 
selection of the Washington office to help 
Mrs. Truxton Beale work with the Depart- 
ment of State in buying several hundred 
books to be sent to ‘the national library as a 
gift of Mrs. Beale. 

In Mexico Rudolph H. Gjelsness retired as 
director of the Biblioteca Benjamin Franklin 
in September 1944, Harold W. Bentley, of 
Columbia University, succeeding him in Oc- 
tober. 

From Guadalajara came José Cornejo 
Franco, librarian of the State Library of 
Jalisco, for three months late in 1944. 

Mr. Milczewski attended the Congress of 
Librarians and Archivists in Mexico in Oc- 
tober 1944, also the book fair that followed. 

From Managua Edward M. Heiliger re- 

ports the opening of a children’s reading room 
on Jan. 14, 1945, the opening of an. addition 
to the building, extensive displays of art 
material sent from the United States as well 
as work of local artists, and the publication - 
of six bibliographies. 
- Peru sent Emilio Harth-Terre, the acis 
tect for the new building of the National 
Library at Lima. We had also the pleasure 
of greeting Delfina Otero V., on her way 
from Lima to study at the New York Insti- 
tution for the Education of the Blind. Jorge 
Basadre, national librarian, reports that the 
first class in the library school at Lima gradu- 
ated in June 1944; also that the second class 
opened on Jan. 15, 1945. The work of the 
second class differs from the first in aiming at 
greater concentration of both students and 
curriculum. It will be limited to ten stu- 
dents and to work in cataloging and classify- 
ing, a course of two hours for three days a 
week for six months. Dedication of the new 
building is hoped for during July 1945. 

In Uruguay Arthur E. Gropp reported 


» 
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that the second year of the library school 
finished in December 1944. Of the class of 
thirty-nine, passing grades were given to 
thirty-eight. Dr. Gropp spoke with special 
appreciation of the quality of some of the 
theses presented on the history of the library 
movement in Uruguay. The Boletin de la 
Biblioteca Artigas-W ashington made its ap- 
pearance with volume 1, number 1, in March 
1945, this issue devoted to “homenaje a José 
Pedro Varela.” 


Europe 


Connections with France have been particu- 
larly extensive and intimate. Mr. Lord spent 
| the first three months of 1945 in Paris at the 
request of the trustees of the American Li- 
brary in Paris to study its future as well 
as its situation due to the war. After he left 
in April, Frederick W. Stewart, formerly of 
the staff of the American Council of Learned 
Societies and more recently working with 
O.W.I. in Paris, took over as acting director. 
Contact has been made and continued with 
various friends of the universities of Caen 
and Strasbourg in connection with relief and 
rehabilitation. Current issues of 150 scien- 
tific periodicals were sent to the Centre Na- 
tional de la Recherche Scientifique, largely 
confined to the social, medical, and natural 
sciences. 

Erom Great Britain came early in the year 
Sir John Forsdyke, director and principal li- 
brarian of the British Museum, with Dr. 
Henry Thomas, keeper of printed books, on a 
tour in connection with the rebuilding of the 
museum structure. To Great Britain went 
in April Carl M. White, director, Columbia 
University Libraries, to serve as library con- 
sultant for the United States delegation to 
the Conference of Allied Ministers of Educa- 
'tion. It is pleasant to think of the choice of 
the board as agent to buy books for distribu- 
tion to British libraries on behalf of Helen 
Barrett Speers of Montclair, N.J. Some of 
her friends collected in her memory $2500 
for buying thirty-five sets of books for chil- 
dren to go to places in Britain whence came 
children to Montclair early in the war to 
escape bombing. Five hundred dollars will be 
spent for a collection of British books as a 
tribute to Mrs. Speers in the Montclair pub- 
lic library. 
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For Norway we have bought for American 
Friends of: Norway, also for the Norwegian 
government, the latter on selections by Sig- 
mund Skard. 


Near East 


It may be well to note that'the Department 
of State sent to twelve places in this region 
basic collections of 270 reference books, four- 
teen collections of 60 medical books, and 
eighteen collections of 120 volumes of stand- 
ard elementary books. 


China and the Far East 


That the work of the board in these regions 
has been far from somnolent is shown by. the 
statement presented by Charles H. Brown, 
chairman of the subcommittee charged with 
this special duty. Insisting that the impor- 
tance and promise of the field calls for more 
detailed statement than is possible here, Mr. 
Brown summarizes the situation thus for 
China and the Far East. 

The Chinese government asked for an 
American librarian to be sent to China for a 
year. Carl M. White, director of Columbia 
University Libraries, was chosen, made de- 
tailed plans, was unable to go when unex- 
pected developments arose in connection with 
transportation and other phases. It became 
possible, however, for Mrs. Wilma Fairbank, 
of the Division of Cultural Cooperation of the 
Department of State, to leave for Chungking 
in May 1945, bearing a very special interest 
in libraries. . 

Dr. T. L. Yuan, of the National Library of 
Peiping, represented the Chinese government 
on an extended tour of the country, develop- 
ing close contact with librarians and attending 
the United Nations Conference at San Fran- 
cisco in April-June. He has been remarkably 
successful in connection with the cooperative 
buying of Chinese material for thirteen Amer- 
ican libraries. As of May 1, 1945, some 130 
individual books and reports have come from 
China for the participating institutions, cost- 
ing about $230 for each library and about 
$1.80 a volume. 

Dr. S. T. Y. Seng, of the Boone Library 
School, reports a grant by China of $430,000 
for laboratory equipment and books in the 
United States, the lists to be prepared in 
China. 
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'The Department of State allotted one hun- 

dred thousand dollars to the Association for 
books for China. Buying is now well under 
way. ; 
The National Research Council of China 
has named a committee to aid in the distribu- 
tion of books in China bought through the 
Association. Dr. Wong Wen-hao, the geolo- 
gist, minister of economic affairs, vice premier, 
and chairman of the War Production Board, 
is chairman. Dr. Yuan is secretary. It is 
hoped that this may eventually become an 
advisory committee of development for li- 
braries in China. 

Dr. Chiang Mon-lin, former president of 
the University of Peiping, a recent visitor to 
the United States, has been appointed secre- 
tary-general of the cabinet of ministers. 

A list of periodicals published in China 
during the war is under way at the National 
Library of Peiping. It may well serve as 
basis for joint action by American libraries 
to ensure that at least one copy of every 
title is somewhere in this country. 

The Foreign Economic Administration of 
the United States, in cooperation with the 
Chinese, has reported on the need of scien- 
tific and technical libraries in China and has 
proposed the setting up of several such li- 
braries as an aid in the industrialization of the 
country. 


Philippines 


Reliable reports indicate that few if any 
libraries have escaped destruction, that the 
Japanese have been unbelievably successful in 
their systematic destruction of every book in 
English. Plans for rehabilitation are now go- 
ing forward. 


India 


Through Dr. J. M. Kumarappa, now on a` 


visit to the United States, we learn that the 
librarian of the Tata Institute of Social Sci- 
ences will be sent hither to study library 
work and sociology. 

Plans are announced for the sending of 
five hundred students from India to the 
United States each year for the next three 
years. Their field will be the sciences; their 
aim, the ‘industrialization of India. It is 
hoped that some may be trained as librarians 


for these specialties in much the same way 
as is planned for China. 

Miss Ludington reports from Bombay that 
a conference of librarians of India will be 
held in Baroda next January. Plans are un- 
der way to help in connection with exhibits 
from the United States as to books and 
periodicals, buildings, equipment. 


This report was prepared by Dr. Lyden- 
berg, director of the A.L.A. International 
Relations Office. The headquarters of the 
office is in the Library of Congress Annex in 
Washington, and the work of the board has 
been carried on from there. The chairman 
of the board wants to record the indebtedness 
of the board and the Association as a whole 
to Dr. Lydenberg and to Mr. Milczewski, his 
assistant, who have been responsible for the 
tremendous amount of work that has been 
accomplished and who worked throughout the 
year under great pressure and with a staff 
that was inadequate in size. 

Members of the board: William Warner 
Bishop (consultant), Charles H. Brown, Ru- 
dolph H. Gjelsness, Milton E. Lord, John 
Richmond Russell. : 

Members of the Committee on Aid to Li- 
braries in War Areas: Wyllis E. Wright, 
chairman, William Warner Bishop, Charles 
F. McCombs, John Richmond Russell, Janet 
F. Saunders. 

Members of the Committee on Library 
Cooperation with Europe and Africa: Milton 
E. Lord, chairman, Milton James Ferguson, 
Charles R. Sanderson, Ruth Savord, Helen 
Lawrence Scanlon. 

Members of the Committee on Library 
Cooperation with Latin America: Rudolph H. 
Gjelsness, chairman, Lewis Hanke, vice chair- 
man, Mrs. Eileen R. Cunningham, Charles 
F. Gosnell, Eleanor Mitchell, Sarita Robin- 
son. 

Members of the Committee on Library Co- 
operation with the Orient and South Pacific: 
Charles H. Brown, chairman, John G. Bar- 
row, Harry Clemons, Mrs. Evelyn Steel Lit- 
tle, Ralph A. Ulveling, Carl M. White, Ralph 
Munn (consultant), Dr. T. L. Yuan (con- 
sultant). ; 

Keyes D. METCALF, Chairman 
Harry M. Lypenperc, Director 
International Relations Office 


TP 
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Canadian Library Advisory Board 


"The personnel of this board is identical with 
that of the Canadian Library Council, in- 
corporated under dominion law in December 
1943. 

‘The council, during the past year, has pub- 
lished the Canadian Library Council Bulletin, 


‘a bimonthly of Canadian library news and 


views of inferest to the library world; Canada 


.Needs Libraries, which includes the council's 


brief, Library Service for Canada, and the 
briefs of the Canadian provinces as published 
in the Ontario Library Review, November 
1944; and has provided news to library jour- 
nals at home and abroad. 

The council has supplied publications and 
advice to localities interested in establishing 
library services in provinces which have no 
government library agencies. It has cooper- 
ated with national and international bodies; 
e.g, by supplying library mailing lists to the 


'Canada-United States Committee on Educa- 


tion; by bringing to the attention of the 
Canadian Council of Education for Citizen- 
ship the need for a "Reference Book on 
Canadian Civics," the financial needs of the 
Canadian catalogue, etc.; by cooperating with 
the Wartime Information Board in the com- 
pilation of its List of Dominion Government 
Publications; by advising the Canadian Feder- 
ation of University Wofnen as to the merits 
of a library project whose financial support 
might be undertaken by the members. | 

'The council met in Ottawa, April 26-28, 
to review the work of the year and to plan 


the activities of 1945-46. Ralph A. Ulveling 
represented the A.L.A. at a meeting which 
discussed Canadian-American relations. It 
was decided that “a committee be appointed 
to study future relations with A.L.A., and 
that a request be made to that body to ap- 
point a similar committee.” 

The council adopted the recommendations 
that 


(1) With the approval of provincial associa- 
tions, the Canadian Library Council call an 
organizational conference to establish a Cana- 
dian Library Association 

(2) The library resources and needs of the 
dominion be surveyed in order to ascertain con- 
ditions as they exist today 

(3) This undertaking be brought to a con- 
clusion within the next twelve months. 


'The film "Library on Wheels," under pro- 
duction by the National Film Board, has been 
promised for early fall. The film shows li- 
brary book van service in the Fraser Valley 
of British Columbia. 

'The'council expressed its sense of indebted- 
ness to the American Library Association and 
its appreciation of the international work of 
the A.L.A. in the interests of libraries and 
the individual librarian. 

Members of the board: Thomas R. Barcus, 
Nora Bateson, J. A. Brunet, Alexander Cal- 
houn, Elizabeth Dafoe, Gerhard R. Lomer, 
Angus Mowat, Edgar S. Robinson, Charles 
R. Sanderson. 

Marcarst S. GILL, Chairman 


Foreign Libraries to Recetve the Printed Catalog of the 
Library of Congress 


As reported a year ago, the committee be- 
lieved that it was unwise to make the final 
allocation before the end of the war. It has, 
however, arranged for sending sets to the 
Imperial Library in Calcutta and to the Na- 
tional Library of Brazil. It has also agreed 
on allocations to the national libraries of Co- 


lombia, Peru, and Uruguay, and to the li- 
braries of the universities of Buenos Aires, 
Chile (Santiago), and Havana. 

Members of the committee: Flora B. Lud- 
ington and John Richmond Russell. 


Keyes D. METCALF, Chairman 


Cooperative Purchases of Chinese Materials 


(Joint Committee) ~ 


During the fiscal year 1944-45 a total of 
117 Chinese titles were distributed to thir- 


teen cooperating libraries, and at the end of 
that period three thousand dollars of the total 
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four thousand dollars sent to China had been 
expended. Accordingly, a poll was taken of 
all libraries concerned asking for a vote on the 
continuation of the project for another fiscal 
year.’ Replies were received from all libraries 
and the vote was unanimous in favor of con- 
tinuation. At the same time many of the 
librarians expressed a high degree of satis- 
faction with the quality of the material 
received. Accordingly the project will be con- 
tinued until July 1, 1946. 


The cooperating libraries are: Columbia 
University, Harvard University, New York 
Public, Northwestern University, Yale Uni- 
versity, the universities of California, Chi- 
cago, Hawaii, Michigan, Minnesota, 
Missouri, Pennsylvania, and Washington. 

“Members ,of the committee: James T. 
Babb, Charles Harvey Brown (ex hice): 
Harold L. Leupp. 


Rater A. Brats, Chairman 


The Educational Role of m m 


Adult Education Board 


In spite of war conditions the board was 
able to hold two meetings during the October 
meeting of the A.L.A. Council This per- 
mitted the adoption of a working calendar, 
the appointment of committees, the prepara- 
tion of a policy statement to be presented to 
the Council, and the definition of major in- 
terests for the year. 

Before the board had completed its or- 
ganization it tackled the most important adult 
education problem faced by our Association 
today. The failure of the A.L.A. to have on 
its staff a full-time adult education specialist 
is one of the chief factors in libraries’ loss 
of leadership in a field once served so well. 
Charles H. Compton prepared for the board 


_a strong request for the appointment of a 


specialist—a request that was denied by the 
A.L.A. Executive Board because of a lack of 
funds. 

The presence of a public library specialist 
at Headquarters, Margaret Fulmer, who 
served as secretary to the board, has relieved 
this omission somewhat, but neither one per- 
son, burdened with many other duties, nor 
the members of the board, scattered geo- 
graphically as they are and engaged in full- 
time work, can accomplish what should be 
done—namely, to stimulate libraries toward 
greater responsibility in community adult 


education activities; to aid in dissemination of. 


information about, methods, materials, and 
programs; and to restore libraries to a place 
of leadership in informal educational work 
with groups and individuals. ‘The return of 


Miss Fulmer to administrative duties in 
Montana, after yeoman service in behalf of 
adult education, presents a real crisis which | 
the board has suggested should be met in two 
ways: first, by the appointment of a successor 
to Miss Fulmer who will be able to devote, 
considerable time to adult education work, 
and second, by the preparation of a program 
at Headquarters to be financed by private 
interests. The former is admittedly a tem- 
porary solution if the A.L.A. and libraries 
intend to recover leadership in the field. The 
latter has reached the budget stage and will 
be presented soon to likely financial interests, 
providing the A.L.A. Executive Board ap- 
proves, 

'The program presented in this fund appeal 
includes a specialist at Headquarters, with a 
secretarial staff and field workers directed 
toward further studies in the techniques of 
adult education, demonstrations, experimen- 
tal programs, preparation of manuals, dis- 


‘covering and making. available materials in 


quantity, and, above all, securing in local 
libraries one or more phases of a worth-while 
adult education program. This clearly calls 
for an annual budget of nearly fifty thou- 
sand dollars, which obviously must be secured 
from outside sources. Without a meeting 
of the board in prospect these plans will be 
further developed by correspondence for pres- 
entation to A.L.A. 

Other activities referred to above included 
the preparation of a policy statement which 
was adopted by the Council. This re-empha- 


' 
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sized the role of the library in adult education 
and was widely printed and distributed. 

Since the definition of major interests of 
the board for the year included emphasis on 
more attention to adult education in the li- 
brary school curriculum, the subcommittee 
was continued in order to prepare a confer- 
ence in print on the subject, which appeared 
in the September 1945 issue of the A.L.4. 

Bulletin. The chairman of this committee, 
Sigrid A. Edge, has recently been requested 
to prepare an article for publication in a 
leading library magazine on her thesis on this 
subject. 

Pauline J. Fihe has headed a subcommittee 
to discover readable material for those less 
skilled as readers. The Rudolf F. Flesch 
formula is being used in the revision of the 
Books for Adult Beginners which will ap- 
"pear later. 

Doris L. Hoit is chairman of a subcommit- 
tee on family life education which is develop- 
ing practical programs and materials in this 
field. 

. The principles and theories of library adult 
education programs have been well stated, as 
has been pointed out several times following 
the release of the policy statement by the 
Council last October, but librarians must 
secure greater emphasis on these programs 
in actual practice. With that in mind the 
board has considered those elements which 
wil help to secure in each local library the 
inclusion of some phase of an adult education 
program; therefore, the attention to the li- 


4 
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brary school curriculum, the attempt to 
develop contacts with adult education com- 
mittees in each state association, the proposal 
to release information for use in state library 
publications. In these activities the board is 
only now ready to proceed. Continuity in 
membership should mean immediate develop- 
ment of these projects. n 

The Gallup poll of December 16 indicated 
that twenty-five million adults would like to 
enroll in adult education courses after the 
war, with interests divided primarily between 
vocational courses and professional and scien- 
tific study. The library as a source of in- 
formal education may be the only institution 
available to many who wish to participate. 
Here is a great challenge and opportunity. 
There is also a great need for civic education, 
for family life education, for the "Great 
Books Forum" which is to be presented ex- 
perimentally in the Chicago area by public 
libraries and the University of Chicago this 
year, and for the greater development of 
other cultural courses as a part of the li- 
brary's service to individuals and groups. 

The board re-emphasizes that continuing 
self-education is essential in a democratic 
society. The library is potentially the best 
single source for informal self-education. 

Members of the board: Leslie E. Brown, 
Charles H. Compton, Mrs. Marion Emsley 
Hawes, Ruth Rutzen. 


Ricuarp B. SEaLock, Chairman 
MARGARET FULMER, Secretary 


Association of College and Reference Libraries 


No meetings of the A.C.R.L. nor of any 
of its sections were held during the year. 
Consequently, this report will be limited to a 
brief account of the meetings of the board 
of directors and a summary of committee ac- 
tivities as reported to the board. 

The board of directors met in Chicago at 
the Drake Hotel on Oct. 12, 1944. This 
meeting was scheduled for the period during 
which the A.L.A. Council was in session. It 
was thought that Council members who were 
also directors would attend and that no extra 
travel would he involved in calling a meeting 
at that time. 


Reports from the following committees 
were presented: 

Committee on Constitution and By-Laws: 
Chairman Samuel W. McAllister called at- 
tention to two proposed amendments to the 
constitution. One of these amendments has 
to do with the board of directors; the other, 
with life membership. Both of these amend- 
ments await formal approval by a vote of 
the members at the next general session of 
the A.C.R.L. 

Committee on Interlibrary Loans: This 
committee recommended that interlibrary 
loans should not be sent during the Christmas 
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rush. It was the opinion of the directors 
that this was a matter which each library 
should decide for itself. Consequently, the 
recommendation of the committee was re- 
jected. 

Conference in Print: See below, under di- 
rectors meeting of June 22. 

Committee on College and University Li- 
brary Buildings: Chairman Ralph Eugene 
Ellsworth suggested that the information as- 
sembled by his committee should be published. 
He also suggested that a question-and-answer 
column in College and Research Libraries 
might be a good means of disseminating some 
of the information that has come into the 
hands of his committee. 

The meeting of the board of directors, June 
22, 1945, is described in the following ex- 
cerpts from President Winifred Ver Nooy’s 
report on the meeting: 


An informal meeting of the board of directors 
of the Association of College and Reference Li- 
braries was held in Chicago at the Hotel Con- 
tinental on Friday afternoon, June 22, at two 
o'clock, The following were present: Winifred 
Ver Nooy, president; Blanche Prichard McCrum, 
vice president and president-elect; Mrs. Vera 
Southwick Cooper, treasurer; Charles V. Park, 
secretary; Fina C. Ott, chairman of College Li- 
braries Section; Mary Floyd and Eleanor Weir 
Welch, both from the Libraries of Teacher- 
Training Institutions Section. 

The president reviewed the outstanding busi- 
ness transacted during the year. While none of 
the chairmen of the committees was able to be 
present, the reports at hand were read. 

Errett Weir McDiarmid, chairman of the 
Committee on the Conference in Print, reported 
that “the Conference in Print Committee has 
arranged for discussion on two subjects: the 
subject of cooperation and the subject of com- 
munication and library service. In the case of 


both discussions, leading articles were prepared; 


on cooperation by Robert Bingham Downs, and 
on communication by Harold D. Lasswell. These 
articles were then circulated to several persons 
who were asked to prepare comments and fur- 


"ther discussions. 


“This material has all been sent to the edi- 
tors of College and Research Libraries and will 
appear as Part II of the September 1945 issue.” 

Charles F. Gosnell was appointed the A.C.R.L. 
representative to the Microcard Committee of 
which Fremont Rider is the chairman. 'The com- 
mittee held a four-day meeting in New York in 
January, a summary of which will appear in 
College and Research Libraries for September 


1945, Part II, under the title “Microcards—The 
Next'Steps.” The proposed code for microcards 
was adopted at this meeting. It, also, will ap- 
pear in College and Research Libraries for Sep- 
tember, Part II. 


In addition to the committee reports men- 
tioned above, Chairman Clarence S. Paine, 
of the Committee on Publications, later sub- 
mitted a long written report to President Ver 
Nooy. This report is too long to include 
here. It shows, however, that this committee 
has attacked its problems vigorously. It has 
developed some promising publishing plans in 
consultation with Everett O. Fontaine, chief 
of the Publishing Department of the A.L.A. 

Perhaps the most important problem con- 
sidered by the A.C.R.L. directors during the 
year was that of a college library specialist 
at A.L.A. Headquarters. 

At the October 12 meeting the directors 
were informed that it had been proposed that 
an assistant executive secretary be appointed 
to represent the A.C.R.L. on the, A.L.A. staff 
—one half of the salary of this person to be 
paid by the A.L.A. and one half by the 


` A.C.R.L. 


After discussion of the above proposal the 
directors approved the following statement: 
“It is the consensus of this group that the 
A.C.R.L. should have secretarial service at 
A.L.A. Headquarters, to be financed on the 
same ‘basis as such representatives of other 
groups." 

Later in the year this question of college 
representation on the A.L.À. staff became 
acute, President Ver Nooy sent a circular 
letter to the directors in which she asked if 
they thought the matter should be pressed at 
this time. The directors were very much in 
favor of presenting the case for such repre- 
sentation to the A.L.A. Executive Board. 
Consequently, President Ver Nooy prepared 
a statement which was submitted to the Ex- 
ecutive Board. 'That board then invited the 
A.C.R.L. directors to meet with them at 
A.L.A. Headquarters in Chicago on Saturday, 
June 23, to discuss the problems involved. 
President Ver Nooy reported that joint meet- 
ing in the following words: 

The important meeting came on Saturday, 
June 23, when the board of A.C.R.L. met with 
the Executive Board of A.L.A. The members 
present on Friday were also present at this 
meeting. The A.L.A. was represented by Carl 
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Vitz, Ralph A. Ulveling, Mary U. Rothrock, 
Emerson Greenaway, Rudolph H. Gjelsness, 
Carl H. Milam, and R. E. Dooley. Miss Ver 
Nooy presented the plan for a college library 
representative at the Headquarters of A.L.A. 
(This plan was sent to you [the directors] early 
in June.) There was considerable discussion 
of the proposed service and the representatives 
of the Executive Board were not only sympathe- 
tic to the establishment of this new service, but 
recognized the establishment of the service as 
an obligation to which the Association is com- 
mitted. The officers stated that the A.L.A. is 
also definitely committed to the establishment 
of a research and statistical service, and they 
are convinced that a major expansion of the 
personnel activities and placement service is an 
obligation that cannot be avoided. There is no 
apparent opportunity to provide funds for any 
of these activities out of regular funds unless 
certain other essential activities are discontinued. 
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The income next year probably will be a little 
less than it has been this year; but it is the 
policy of the A.L.A. Executive Board to secure 
more funds rather than to squeeze further the 
present limited budget. To this end it has en- 
gaged a man to represent it in opening up pos- 
sible sources of funds and actually to solicit 
funds. The object is to obtain money for gen- 
eral purposes if possible, and for special pur- 
poses if they are not obtainable for general ex- 
penditures. Among the specific purposes, the 
college library advisory service is at the top of 
the list. If general funds are obtained, the col- 
lege library advisory service would be among 
the first to benefit from them. 


The president of the Association of Col- 


lege and Reference Libraries was Winifred 
Ver Nooy. 


CHARLES V. Park, Secretary 


School and Children’s Library Office 


In the last year of the war, planning for 
the months and years ahead has been an 
inevitable concern in every field of activity. 
Individuals and agencies with responsibility 
for services to children and youth have been 
keenly aware of the necessity for it. Even 
though short staffed and hard pressed by 
additional wartime responsibilities, there has 
been significant planning in progress. 

Librarians in their own professional groups 
and in cooperation with other professional 
personnel working with youth are looking at 
the future which boys and girls are facing and 
are seeking ways to help them become 
equipped and ready. 

The school library standards, School Li- 
braries for Today and Tomorrow (A.L.A., 


1945), are a tangible result of one aspect of. 


planning for youth. They were prepared as 


. a part of the A.L.A. planning program under 


the sponsorship of the A.L.A. Postwar Plan- 
ning Committee by a committee representing 
both the Division of Libraries for Children 
and Young People and its section, the Ameri- 
can Association of School Librarians. They 
are based on an understanding of young 
people and of the kind of educational pro- 
grams which are gradually developing. 'They 
provide a means for studying the needs of 
each school for library materials of all kinds 
and for the services which help children to 
gain a growing facility in their use. 


In considering plans for library services to 
children and youth from public libraries, a 
more extended statement than that in Post- 
War Planning for Public Libraries (A.L.A., 
1943) was recognized as desirable. Again 
the A.L.A. Postwar Planning Committee and 
the Planning for Libraries Committee of the 
Division of Libraries for Children and Young 
People are working together to analyze li- 
brary needs of boys and girls, review present 
practices, and recommend programs, person- 
nel, and facilities to provide adequate ma- 
terials and services. 

Opportunity to cooperate with other pro- 
fessional personnel in obtaining background 
for planning and in working out programs 
comes frequently to A.L.A. on the national 
level as to library organizations and indi- 
viduals on the state and local levels. The 
school and children’s library specialist 
attended the first White House Conference 
on Rural Education out of which came < 
Charter of Education for Rural Children 
(U.S. Government Printing Office, 1945). 
One of the ten “educational rights” included 
is that “every child has the right through his 
school to health services, educational and 
vocational guidance, library facilities, recrea- 
tional activities, and, where needed, school 
lunches and pupil transportation facilities at 
public expense. Such special services, because 
they require the employment of specially 
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qualified personnel, can be supplied most easily 
through enlarged units of school administra- 
tion and the cooperation of several small 
schools.” Library services to small schools 
must depend on these larger school units or 
on library units which are còunty-wide or 
multi-county in size. 


To learn more about the ways in which : 


rural children and young people are now 
obtaining library services in areas where that 
service is established, a study begun last year 
of such services in thirty-five county and 
regional libraries has been continued by the 
school and children's library specialist. It is 
hoped that the results can be put in a form 
which will make it possible to share the 
experiences of these libraries more readily 
and which will perhaps prove helpful in 
evaluating present library practices and in 
planning for.new developments. 

Further basis for cooperation in planning 
for rural services was made possible by the 
inclusion again of two state school library 
supervisors among the rural education leaders 
who received scholarships for the 1945 Uni- 
versity of Chicago Workshop in Rural School 
Supervision. 

Participation as a member of the U.S. 
Children's Bureau ‘Advisory Committee on 
Leisure Time Services for Children by the 
school and children's library specialist made 
opportunity to consider libraries in relation to 
other agencies which offer facilities for the 
leisure time of groups or individuals. Youth 
in institutions as well as those in the com- 
munity were considered and plans were made 
to work out a statement of standards for 
libraries in such institutions. 

. At the few educational conferences attended 
the Headquarters representative and local 
school and young people's librarians in the 
communities, where the meetings were held 
gained an increased understanding of the 
objectives of the organizations and strength- 
ened or initiated relationships for working 
together. The contacts with members of the 
National Council for the Social Studies meet- 
ing in Cleveland and the American Vocational 
Association in Philadelphia made pos- 
sible acquaintance with leaders in professional 
fields represented at the meetings and helped 
supply a basis for extending library coopera- 


tion with them. At the Ohio Library Asso-. 


ciation meeting in January, acquaintance and 
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cooperation with other professional groups on 
the state level was emphasized. An article 
prepared for the first issue of the New Jersey 
School Library Association School Library 
Quarterly stressed the same point. 

Local and regional planning were the objec- 
tives of other meetings attended or partici- 
pated in. The Detroit institute for school 
librarians in September emphasized re- 
evaluation of services as a means of profes- 
sional stimulation and improved services. 
The Tennessee Valley Library Council at its 
fall meeting gave attention to professional 
education of librarians and analysis of their 
work in the valley educational program as a 
background for next steps in planning. 

In- Cincinnati participation as a consultant 
at a meeting of a board of éducation library 
committee studying and planning library needs 
and library quarters for eighteen elementary 
schools now being planned for later construc- 
tion was illustration of assistance in planning 
physical quarters. As building plans for 
schools and other community buildings multi- 
ply, the requests for aid in library planning 
increase and the need for new printed ma- 
terials in addition to School Libraries for 
Today and Tomorrow to help in these plans 
becomes urgent. 

Planning by children's, school, and young 
people's librarians in their own professional 
organizations has been mentioned. At a two- 
day meeting in October the board of the 
Division of Libraries for Children and Young 
People charted committee work which facili- 
tated planning and aided in improving serv- 
ices. In June the American Association of 
School Librarians board had a similar two- 
day.meeting to report on its year’s work and 
plan for the year ahead. 

A meeting of state school library super- 
visors on the following day focused om identi- 
fication of common problems and cooperative 
action that might be taken to assist in solving 
some of them. The need for state school 
library supervisors in all states and for similar 
state advisers in public library service to chil- 
dren and young people was recognized by the 
state supervisors meeting, as a first essential 


in the over-all development of minimum li- 


brary services for youth.’ Recently a sixteenth 
state, Massachusetts, has added a ‘specialist 
in library service to children and young people 
in schools and communities. This state super- 
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visor will be on the staff of the division of 
public libraries of the state department of 
education. The leadership provided by such 
supervision is a major factor in promoting 
and carrying through planning. 

In a number of states aid to school libraries 
. has implemented planning by assisting schools, 

especially those in rural areas, to build up 
“minimum library service. In the 1944-45 
school year some of the expenditures of state 
aid specifically allocated for school libraries 


were as follows: Connecticut, $15,000; 
Florida, $64,008 (about twice last year’s 
amount); Georgia, $141,071; Minnesota, 


$52,393; New Jersey, $10,000; North. Caro- 
lina, $118,522; Tennessee, $38,062; Virginia, 
. $150,000; and Wisconsin, $166,096. Virginia 
also expended $25,000 for state aid for film 
libraries. Louisiana expenditures for school 
library books in 1943-44 were $249,440. ` 

Planning toward the ways and means for 
procuring adequate library services for all 
boys and girls is very important. Yet equally 
important is planning, to make certain that 
the materials available to children and young 
people are sound, unprejudiced, and of good 
quality. 

The war brought with it a growing realiza- 
tion that attitudes toward peoples of varying 
nations and races result from many influences, 
among them the books which are read in child- 
hood and youth. With the United Nations 
Charter a reality and communication between 
countries reduced from days to hours, it is 
imperative that children's books in all coun- 
tries make their special contribution toward 
building understanding and confidence. "Those 
books which are selected from current output 
are chosen with the present very much in 
mind. Many of the books of years past have 
a unique contribution to make to increased 
understanding through their universality or 
through the richness and truth with which 
they were written. Others of a mediocre sort 

. have continued to be used overlong, perhaps 
because they present material about a country 
which has little written about it or because 
they have become established on standard lists 
and have not been reread and re-evaluated 
with sensitiveness and awareness. Discus- 
sions directed toward such re-evaluation have 
been begun. : 
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Requests have come for lists of American 
children's books, which might be considered 
for translation by other countries, with the 
suggestion that librarians and teachers in 
many countries prepare similar lists of books 
from their countries for possible translation 
by publishers in the United States and else- 
where. Another type of list requested was of: 
books in English for use in schools abroad 
where English is taught. ‘These have been 
referred to the International Relations Com- 
mittee of the A.L.A. Division of Libraries for 
Children and Young People and have been 
prepared by them. Also assistance has been 
given both at A.L.A. Headquarters and by 
that committee in the selection of titles and 
provision of sample copies of about forty chil- 
dren's books recommended for translation and 
publication in Italy. Publishers in that coun- 
try have already made arrangements to do 
most of the books suggested. These activities 
are illustrative of a number concerned with 
the nature of the books which libraries make 
available to children and young people and 
with which the School and Children's Library 
Office has contact. ‘ 

Again the office had the advantage of the 
services of the incoming president of the 
Division of Libraries for Children and Young 
People during the six weeks’ leave of the 
school and children's library specialist. ‘This 
year it was Elizabeth D. Briggs, director, 
Work with Children, Cleveland Public Li- 
brary, who brought to A.L.A. Headquarters 
the point'of view of children’s librarians and 
at the same time her appreciation and vision 
of the entire field of library services to chil- 
dren and youth in all its aspects. 

Next year should provide for further em- 
phasis on planning and for completion of the 
study of selected rural library services to 
boys and girls. Further cooperation with 
other professional groups working with young 
people should also be an objective. There 
should be continued cooperation in efforts 
toward assuring satisfactory materials for 
children and young people in this country and 
in others. 


Miniprep L. BATCHELDER 
School and Children’s 
Library Specialist 
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Division of Libraries for Children and Young People 


Although only one meeting of the division 
has been held since its organization and three 


years have elapsed since that meeting, activi- . 


ties and projects of great significance have 
been undertaken and several of these have 
already been carried to fruition. Perhaps the 
most important undertaking which has reached 
fulfilment during the past year is the publi- 
cation of the bulletin on school library func- 
tions and standards, School Libraries for 
T'oday and Tomorrow: Functions and Stand- 
ards, which was issued by the A.L.A. Pub- 
lishing Department early in 1945 ab one in the 
series, Planning for Libraries. The division 
has now initiated work on a similar bulletin 
which will be concerned with public library 
service to children and young people. 

Another important project, now nearing 
completion, is that concerned with the produc- 
tion of storytelling recordings. Master rec- 
ords for Gudbrand-on-the-Hillside, Sleeping 
Beauty, Baldur, and Tales from the Volsunga 
Saga, told by Mrs. Gudrun Thorne-Thomsen, 
have been made by the R.C.A.-Victor Com- 
pany for the division. Arrangements for han- 
dling the sale of the albums of five records 
have been made with the A.L.A. Publishing 
Department. Publicity and sales were tem- 
porarily delayed, but deliveries have begun 
and orders are now being taken. 

Membership in the division has experienced 
a marked increase, attaining a total of more 
than 2500 members at the close of 1944. Ac- 
tivities of the membership committees of the 
sections, and interest in the projects being 
undertaken, have been largely responsible for 


-this increase. Arrangements for mimeograph- 


ing lists of members, as names are received 
from A.L.A., make it possible to send division 
releases with less delay than has previously 
occurred. ^ 

Top of the News, under the editorship of 
Nancy Elizabeth Hoyle, has been sent to all 
members quarterly, bringing them news of 
the work being carried on by the. division, the 
Children’s Library Association, the Young 
People’s Reading Round Table, and the 
American Association of School Librarians. 
This organ of the division serves as a satis- 
fying report of division aims and accomplish- 
ments during the years. 

A summary report from the treasurer gives 


+ 


a brief statement of the current financial 
status of the division. 


Income 
Cash balance, Aug. 31, 1944 ........ $1306.86 
Income, Sept. x, 1944—May 31, 1945 . 2388.25 
Total income ............. ees $3695.11 
Disbursements . 
Public Library Section ............. $ 495.68 
American Association of School Li- 
brarians. e $ilv3vesicrb via dere 452.26 
Recordings project .............sss 1125.34 
Other ........ "SF. ERG e E ERES 667.28 
Total disbursements .......3.... . $2738.56 
Balance on hand ....ccccececcceverens $ 956.55 


Committee Reports 


Constitution Committee, Elizabeth D. 
Briggs, chairman: To conform with the pro- 
visions of the A.L.A. Constitution and with 
the change of name of the School Libraries 
Section, three changes have been recommended 
and approved by the division board. These 
changes were printed in the 4.L.4. Bulletin 
(September 1945, p. 281) in accordance with 
the constitution and will be presented to the 
membership for vote. 

Editorial Committee, Alice Louise LeFevre, 
chairman: One manuscript, "Index to Short 
Stories for Children," has been examined and 
evaluated. Suggestions for revisions of cer- 
tain A.L.A. publications and comments on the 
other publishing proposals have been made. 

Elections Committee, Marguerite Kirk, 
chairman: By a vote of the membership, Mar- 
tha Manier Parks, director of the School 
Libraries Division, State Department of Edu- 
cation, Nashville, Tenn., was elected vice 
president and president-elect of the A.L.A. 
Division of. Libraries for Children and Young 
People for 1945-46. A.L.A. Councilors 
elected to represent the division, 1945-49, are 
Margaret R. Greer, Nancy Elizabeth Hoyle, 
and Barbara Easton Bent. 

Evaluation of Book Selection Aids Commit- 
tee, Ruth M. Ersted, chairman: The com- 
mittee is working on recommendations to be 
made to the H. W. Wilson Company regard- - 
ing desirable changes in the classification, 
cataloging, and format of the Children's Cata- 
log. and the Standard Catalog for High School 
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Libraries. The suggestion has also been made 
to have an evaluation of various book selec- 
tion tools, with a description of the needs 
they serve best. The committee has also 
been asked to work with the Institution Li- 
braries Committee in the evaluation of the 
proposed "List of Books in Large Type.” 

International Relations Committee, Muriel 
Gilbert, chairman: The report of the C.L.A. 
International Committee was endorsed to the 
A.L.A. Executive Board. Certain members 
cooperated in providing, to an American repre- 
sentative in Italy, sample copies of books to 
be considered for translation. The committee 
is working on short lists of books to be trans- 
lated into Norwegian and a longer list of 
American books to be used by high school 
boys and girls of Puerto Rico. Close touch 
is being kept with the Junior Red Cross and 
A.L.A. Headquarters. 

Magazine Publicity Committee, Helen 
O'Conor, chairman: In June 1944 letters 
were sent to committee members requesting 
the names of prospective writers of articles. 
These names, about thirty or thirty-five, were 
compiled into two lists—one on suggested 
topics and another on possible outlets. Let- 
ters and cards were sent to all of these per- 
sons, and those who replied were encouraged 
to write on subjects in which they were inter- 
ested. Nine articles were submitted, five 
were placed with various periodicals, and ten 
more are in process of being written. 

Membership Committee, Eleanor Kidder, 
coordinator; The membership report as of 
December 1944 is as follows: 


Division affiliation only .................. 226 
Sections: 
American Association of School Li- 
brarians ...... REC 1042 
Public Library Section ........... 1239 
Section affiliation only .......... 218 


Children's Library Association ..737 





4.1.4. BULLETIN: OCTOBER 15, 1945 


Young People's Reading Round 
Table 


The report of 1945 membership shows a 
total of 1880 members on Mar. 31, 1945. 
Through the cooperation of Mildred L. 
Batchelder, A.L.A. school and children's li- 
brary specialist, stencils for membership lists 
have been cut at A.L.A. Headquarters .at 
division expense. This greatly facilitates ac- 
tivities related to membership. 

Planning for Libraries Committee, Eliza- 
beth D. Briggs, chairman: First steps in a 
study of public library service to children and 
young people have been taken. A bulletin on 
this service, to be published as one in the 
A.L.A. series, Planning for Libraries; has 
been projected. The chairman of the com- 
mittee is also a member of the A.L.A. Post- 
war Planning Committee and represents the 
division on that important A.L.A. committee. 

Committee on Radio Broadcasts and Re- 
cordings, Harriet W. Leaf, chairman: The 
major project for 1944-45 has been the re- 
cording of Gudbrand-on-the-Hillside, Sleep- 
ing Beauty, Baldur, and Tales from the 
Volsunga Saga (two records) by Mrs. Gud- 
run Thorne-Thomsen. Mrs. Thorne-Thomsen 
has made the contribution of a great artist 
for all time. The records, when available, 
will be copyright, free and may be used on the 
radio, in homes, in libraries, and in schools. 
The A.L.A. Publishing Department hopes to 
announce definite information about the sale 
of the recordings soon. 

Officers who have served during the year in 
addition to the president are Elizabeth D. 
Briggs, vice president and president-elect; 
Marguerite Kirk, secretary; and Eleanor 
Kidder, treasurer. : 


Mrs. Mary Peacock Douaras, President 


N.E.A. and A.L. A. 


(Joint Committee on School Libraries) 


The joint committee made arrangements 
with Mildred L. Nickel and with the Illinois 
Association of High School Librarians to 
give advisory service at the Chicago meeting 
of the American Association of School Admin- 


istrators. Because of transportation restric- 
tions, the meeting was canceled. 

“Children’s Books of 1943-44," compiled by 
the departments for work with children and 
schools of the Library Association of Port- 


r 


THE EDUCATIONAL ROLE OF LIBRARIES 367 


land, Ore., was published in the November 
1944 issue of the Journal of the National 
Education Association. The committee has 
arranged for the 1944-45 list to be compiled 
by Virginia McJenkin, of Fulton County 
Schools, Ga., and for the 1945-46 list to be 
prepared by Isabel McLaughlin, of the 
Minneapolis Public Libráry. 

'The committee hoped to work on three 
projects which were suggested by last year's 
committee: (1) a study of the pre-service 
training which teachers receive in the use of 
libraries and library materials; (2) a study 
of teacher-librarians; (3) a revision of the 
list, “Aids to Book Selection.” 

A questionnaire for the first is being pre- 


pared by the Research Division of the N.E.A. 
so that the study can proceed in the fall. The 
teacher-librarian study has not been at- 
tempted. The revision, Book Selection for 


. Children and Young People, has been printed 


and is now ready for distribution. The per- 
manent records of the committee except for 
the last two years have been stored at A.L.A. 
Headquarters. 

Members of the committee: for A.L.A., 
the chairman, Sue Hefley, Sarah L. Jones, 
Marjorie L. Schramling, Mrs. Caroline R, 
Siebens; for N.E.A., Mildred English, 
Thomas H. Ford, B. Lamar Johnson, B. C. 
B. Tighie, Iva Winterfield. 

MARGARET CLEAVELAND, Chairman 


Public Library— Public School Relationship 


The report of the Committee on Public 
Library—Public School Relationship can be 
found in the article "Public Libraries and 
School Libraries,” published in the A4.L.4. 
Bulletin for April 1945, p. 147-48. The 
recommendations made therein call. for a 
statement of over-all principles defining the 
objectives of service to children, in school 
and out, as basic to improved relations be- 
tween school libraries and public libraries. 
À comprehensive statement of standards of 
work with children is needed if schools and 
libraries are to adapt their programs to 
mutual advantage. It was also recommended 
that state and local library organizations set 
up joint committees, representing schools and 
libraries, to foster practical cooperation in in- 


dividual districts. 

The committee would make one more 
recommendation as a result of further study. 
'This is that the Division of Libraries for 
Children and Young People explore methods 
of fostering community cooperation, including 
organization of joint committees in individual 
communities. It is felt that the division, 
working through its local representatives, may 
best furnish the leadership needed for com- 
munity cooperation between schools and li- 
braries. 

Members of the committee: Elizabeth D. 
Briggs, Emerson Greenaway, Helen M. Har- 
ris, Sarah L. Jones, Esther Stallmann. 


Jonn S. Ricrarps, Chairman 


Work with Teachers and School Administrators Round Table ` 


Purpose: To offer an opportunity for in- 
formal discussion by~librarians of board of 
education libraries, educational professional 
libraries, and parent-teacher rooms in public 
libraries. 

Since discussion and informal exchange of 
ideas depend upon meetings for carrying on 


such activities, this round table is simply 
marking time until conferences are again the, 
order of the day. All work on contemplated 
projects has stopped until we meet again. 
Helen B. Lewis is secretary of the round 
table. 
Marcaret R. Greer, Chairman 
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Resources of American Libraries 


Board on Resources of American Libraries 


The report on “Notable Materials Added 
to American Libraries” which has been pub- 
lished in past years under the auspices of the 
Board on Resources of American Libraries 
was not published this year. It was decided 
to cover the three-year period 1943-45 in two 
articles, the first including notable acquisitions 


‘from January 1943 through 1944, the second 


from July 1944 through December 1945. The 
material for the first has been edited for pub- 
lication by a member of the board, Willis H. 
Kerr, and plans for the second period are 
under way. 

Again this year the board was represented 
in meetings of a publishers’ committee on a 
paper salvage campaign and was able to have 
a deterring influence in the destruction of 
manuscripts and other important material. 

The board has been vitally interested in 
cooperating with other organizations in se- 
curing for American libraries European 
books which have not been available during 
the war years. It was represented in:a meet- 
ing at Washington which urged the sending 
of a library mission to Europe under the 


_ auspices of the Joint Committee on Importa- 


tions. It was represented at another confer- 
ence held in Washington by the Library of 
Congress to discuss the problem of securing 


a more adequate representation of Russian 
books for Americam libraries. The board 
cooperated in a letter to the State Department ' 
urging the importance of negotiations with 
the Russian government to secure an ex- 
peditious interchangé of cultural materials 
between the United States and the Union of 
Soviet Socialist Republics as a means of fos- 
tering better relations between the two coun- 
tries. i 

Members of the Los Angeles Regional Sub- 
committee: Willis H. Kerr, chairman, Leslie 
E. Bliss, Arthur G. Coons, (Miss) Christian 
R. Dick, Roland Hussey, Lawrence Clark 
Powell Althea H. Warren. 

Members of the Subcommittee for the 
Pacific Northwest: Charles W. Smith, chair- 
man, Kathleen R. Campbell, William Kaye 
Lamb, Mary Belle Sweet, Nell Avery Unger. 

Members of the Subcommittee for the- 
South: Jack Dalton, William Stanley Hoole, 
Margaret Malone Jemison, William H. 
Jesse, Margaret I. King, Marvin A. Miller, 
Charles E. Rush, John Van Male. 

Members of the board: William Warner 
Bishop (consultant), Julian P. Boyd, Gilbert 
H. Doane, Willis H. Kerr, Charles W. 
Smith, Louis Round Wilson (consultant). 

Pavur Nortu Rice, Chairman 


Archives and Libraries 


During the past year the committee’s at- 
tention has been drawn to two major areas 
of activity where librarianship and archiv- 
ology might support each other—legislation 
and training. On each coast there arose an 


opportunity to aid state archival progress by. 


suggestions for a proposed act and for making 
effective a resolution already adopted. Im- 
pressed by the excellence of an intensive short 
course for- archivists and curators of manu- 
scripts which was given during June at 


American University, the chairman distributed 
a number of copies of its descriptive leaflet. 
In addition to inquiries about training of this 
kind, the committee also received corre- 
spondence about preservation and restoration 
of old and damaged historical materials, 

Members of the committee: Julian `P. 
Boyd, Mrs. Alta M. Grim, Edward Francis 
Rowse. 


Rosert W. Hitt, Chairman 


Government Publications | 


` (Joint Committee) 


During the year the Jóint Committee on 
Government Publications has occupied itself 


B 


chiefly with two projects: first, the possibility 
of establishing an expediting office in Wash- 


. 
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ington to procure and distribute ephemeral 
material, and, second, working toward placing 
responsibility for the distribution of processed 
materials on the issuing agencies. A third 
project which was briefly undertaken but 
found to be unfeasible at this time was the 
trial establishment of a weekly list of proc- 
essed publications received in the office of the 
Superintendent of Documents. 

As a basis of gauging support for a prospec- 
tive document expediting office, one of our 
member organizations—the Special Libraries 
Association-—sent out a letter to its member- 
ship, inquiring about possible interest and 
support for such an office. Of the 218 re- 
plies to this inquiry, over half indicated they 
were not interested; of those expressing inter- 
est, a majority felt that this service would 
not be worth a very high fee. In view of the 
negative results of this inquiry the committee 
felt that it would not be justified in proceed- 
ing further with the idea. At a recent meet- 
ing of the Association of Research Libraries, 
however, interest in an expediting office was 
revived, and the committee is now in the proc- 
ess of enlisting tentative support from the 
membership of the Association of Research 
Libraries and a selected group of non-A.R.L. 
members of the American Library Associa- 
tion. It was chiefly the larger research li- 
braries which responded favorably to the 
S.L.A. inquiry, With the cooperation of the 
Library of Congress, it is entirely possible 
that we may be able to maintain an expediter 
in Washington at a much smaller monetary 
outlay than was originally contemplated. At 
any rate, it now looks as though those few 
libraries anxious to obtain all of the publica- 
tions of the federal government may be en- 
abled to approximate that ideal. 

'The other major concern of the committee 
has been to work toward obtaining an execu- 
tive order or legislative action which would 
make it mandatory for the issuing agencies 
to distribute their processed publications to 
the "all-depository" libraries. While under 
no circumstances would we get 100 per cent 
compliance, this would assure some improve- 
ment in distribution and would guarantee to 
future scholars access to processed documents 
in their own communities to a.greater degree. 
At the present time the definition of printing 
as applied to government publications defi- 
nitely excludes "processing," which accounts 
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largely for the omission of near-print ma- 
terials from those now sent to depository li- 
braries. The Superintendent of Documents 
does not wish to be burdened with the distri- 
bution of such publications, nor is his office 
equipped to do so even if it desired to. The 
committee feels that it should bend every 
effort toward placing the responsibility for 
distribution in the hands of the issuing agen- 
cles and is trying to get an executive order 
issued to that effect. 

Another undertaking in which the com- 
mittee, though not sponsoring, is cooperating 
is the effort on the part of the Library of 
Congress and the Association of Research Li- 
braries, together with the American Council 
of Learned Societies, to preserve all restricted 
and confidential publications issued during the 
war. As restrictions on such materials are 
lifted, it is most urgent that stocks of so- 
called "classified" publications are not de- 
stroyed but distributed to American research 
libraries for future scholars. 

'The committee held its first and only meet- 
ing in Baltimore at the Johns Hopkins Uni- 
versity Library. Since then business has been 
conducted by correspondence, though the 
chairman has made numerous trips to Wash- 
ington to consult with experts in the field, as 
well as with others directly concerned with 
government publications. For advice and 
consultation we are especially indebted to 
Laurence F. Schmeckebier, formerly of the 
Brookings Institution and now with the 
United States Chamber of Commerce; to Al- 
ton P. Tisdel, late Superintendent of Docu- 
ments, as well as his successor, Fred W. 
Cromwell; and to Miss MacGregory, of the 
Documents Library. We are also grateful 
to Luther H. Evans, Librarian of Congress, 
for his sympathetic interest and genuine co- 
operation. 

'To date the committee has nothing tangible 
to show for its work, but, on the other hand, 
we feel that our activities are in the nature 
of unfinished business and hope to present a 
record of achievement before the committee 
is dissolved. 

Members of the committee: for A.L.A., 
the chairman; for A.A.L.L, Lewis W. 
Morse; for A.R.L., James T. Babb; for 
S.L.A., Maria C. Brace. i 

i 
Homer HaLvonsoN, Chairman 
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Indexing and Abstracting in the Major Fields of Research 


In 1937, as chairman of a committee on 
indexing and abstracting, I prepared a re- 
port! on the subject of indexing and abstract- 
ing which included certain recommendations. 
'This report was read at the joint meeting 
of the College Librarians of the Middle West, 
the University and Reference Librarians, and 
the Periodicals Section of the American Li- 
brary Association in Chicago on Dec. 30, 
1937. After discussion the following reso- 
lution was adopted: : 


Resolved: 'Yhat the American Library Associ- 
ation Executive Board take the necessary -steps 
for the creation of a joint committee consisting 
of an official representative of the American 
Library Association and of similar representa- 
tives of the Medical Library Association, the 
Special Libraries Association, the Association of 
Research Libraries, the International Federation 
of Library Associations, the American Associa- 
tion for the Advancement of Science, the Social 
Science Research Council, the American Council 
of Learned Societies, the National Research 
Council, the International Institute of Intellectual 
Cooperation, and of other bodies which in the 
board's opinion are seriously concerned—this 
joint committee to formulate a plan for the 
study and solution of the most pressing problems 
connected with the publication of indexing and 
abstracting services covering the literature of 
the several scientific, humanistic, social science, 
learned, professional, and business fields; and 
be it further Resolved: That this joint com- 
mittee be authorized to carry out its plan if it 
can secure sufficient financial support. 


A joint committee was set up consisting of 
membership from the following societies: 
American Association for the Advancement of 
Science, American Association of Law Li- 
braries, American Educational Research As- 
sociation, American Medical Association, 
Association of American Colleges, Association 
of Research Libraries, Medical Library As- 
sociation, National Research Council, Special 
Libraries Association, and American Libra 
Association, ; ^ 

The Committee on Boards and Committees 
of the A.L.A. defined the functions of the 


Joint Committee on Indexing and Abstracting | 


1 ALLA. Periodicals Section. Committee on Indexes 
and Abstracting Services. “Preliminary Survey of 
Indexes and Abstracting Services, with Special Em- 
phasis on the Fields of Industrial Arts and Chem- 
istry.” Library Journal 63:265-71, Apr. 1, 1938 


in the Major Fields of Research as follows: 


To formulate a plan for the study and solu- 
tion of the most pressing problems connected 
with the publication of indexing and abstracting 
services covering the literature of the several 
scientific, humanistic, social science, learned, pro- 
fessional, and business fields; and, if financial 
support can be obtained, to carry out its plan. 


The joint committee recommended? that 
the first step in making any unified program 
for indexing and abstracting was to study 
the existing services to determine what dupli- 
cation and lack of coverage existed, the 
amount of money now being expended to 
support these services, and the probable unit 
cost of efficient indexing and abstracting, as 
well as whether indexing and abstracting were 
necessary in all fields or whether a combina- 
tion of good subject indexing in some fields, 
combined with more elaborate abstracting in 
others, would be a better solution. 

During 1943-44 Charles W. David, di- 
rector of the University of Pennsylvania Li- 
braries, representing the Association of 
Research Libraries and acting on behalf of 
the joint committee, presented to the Carnegie 
Corporation of New York and the Rocke- 
feller Foundation a request for a grant to 
complete the study? which, without funds, the 
joint committee had undertaken to make and 
on which it had made some small progress. 
This request for a grant was rejected be- 
cause of the "magnitude of the problems in- 
volved.” It is my personal opinion that the 
time for an exhaustive study of this problem 
is now passed and that, at best, such a study 
could only serve as a historical background. 

I believe the problems surrounding these 
services are well, if not minutely, understood 
by all parties involved and that the best 
solution could be reached as follows: 

'Fhe United States, acting through the Na- 
tional Research Council, the American Coun- 
cil of Learned Societies, the American 
Library Association, and the Association of 
Research Libraries, should undertake the 
preparation of a general indexing and ab- 


2 Joint Committee on Indexing and Abstracting in 
the Major Fields of Research. Circular letter no. 1, 
Feb, 21, 1942. E ` . 

3 Joint Committee on Indexing and Abstracting in 
thé Major Fields of Research. Circular letter no. 2, 
May 1, 1943. 
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stracting program which would include all 


fields of research and which would be financed ` 


by the various societies and associations now 
operating services, and also by the associa- 
tions which benefit from the use of these 
services as well as by government subsidy 
(see the outline of a proposed service on pages 
426-27). 

This program should aim at least at the 
completeness of coverage now produced by 
the Germans, if not at exceeding their excel- 
lence. 

The program should include: first, a quick 


study of the fields to be covered and the 


type of service to be rendered in each; second, 
a working unit, to carry on the whole pro- 
gram. 

It is my opinion that this unit should be 
operated at, but not necessarily by,-the Li- 
brary of Congress; that it should be sponsored 
financially, first by government aid, with help 
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from the various societies most immediately 
concerned. 
To, further this. end, I propose that the 


“present Joint Committee on Indexing and Ab- 


stracting in the Major Fields of Research 
be disbanded and a new committee be formed 
fo put into effect a unified indexing and ab- 
stracting program. It is my earnest hope 
that such a committee be given the complete 
support of the cooperating bodies to work out 
an effective and successful program. 
Members of the committee: for A.L.A., the 
chairman; for A.A.A.S., no appointment; 
for A.A.L.L., Miles O. Price; for A.M.A,, 
Morris Fishbein; for A.A.C., Harvie B. 
Branscomb; for A.R.L., Charles W. David; 
for I.F.L.A., no appointment; for M.L.A., 
Mrs. Eileen R. Cunningham; for N.R.C., 


. William H. Kenerson; for S.L.A., no ap- 


pointment. 
Mns. BansaRnA Cowrzs, Chairman ' 


Oberly Memorial Award 


No prize was given in 1943; consequently, 
the entries this year covered a four-year 
period. Six bibliographies were submitted in 
competition for the tenth Oberly Memorial 
Award: 


Bell, Florence C. Marketing Fruits, Vege- 
tables, and Nuts. . . . U.S.D.A. Farm Credit 


Administration. Cooperative Research and 
Service Division. (Miscellaneous Report, No. 
46). 1941. Mimeo. 


Blake, S. F, and Atwood, Alice C. Geo- 
graphical Guide io the Floras of the World. 


... Pt. 1r, (U.S.D.A. Miscellaneous Publication, 
No. 401). Washington, Government Printing 
Office, 1942. 


Cunningham, J. C. Maize Bibliography for 
the Years 1017 to 1936, Inclusive. (Lowa Corn 
Research Institute. Contributions, v. 2, no. 1). 
Ames, Agricultural Experiment Station, 1941. 

Kearney, Eileen. Selected Readings on Mi- 
gratory Agricultural Labor. Washington, Social 
Security Board Library, 1944. Typewritten. 


» 


MacMaster, Amy. Agriculture in a War 
Economy... . Washington, Library of Congress 
Legislative Reference Service, 1944. Mimeo. 

Whiting, A. Geraldine. A Summary of the 
Literature on Milkweeds (Asclepias spp.) and 
Their Utilization. (U.S.D.A. Bibliographical 
Bulletin, No. 2). Washington, Government 
Printing Office, 1943. 


The committee considered the bibliography 
by Blake and Atwood and the one by Cun- 
ningham to be of equal merit and had the 
pleasure of making an equal award to the 
compilers of these entries. Since no award 
was made two years ago, each of the winning 
contestants will receive the usual amount as 
a prize. i 

Members of the committee: Nelle Uree 
Branch, Mary G. Burwash, Marvin A. Mil- 
ler, Caroline E. Reinke, Margaret C. 
Schindler. ‘ ` 

"WiLLIAM PonrER KELLAM, Chairman 


Out-of- Print Books 


'The committee has continued to mark time 
for another year. Manufacturing conditions 
in the book world still are such that the 
launching of small editions of reprints of 
standard books continues to remain inadvis- 


2 


able. At the right time the committee 
will be prepared to sponsor a second title 
that is deserving of a new printing. In the 
meantime, we continue to watch the progress 
of our first-born. Henry Adams’ Life of 
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Albert Gallatin continues to sell but, of 
course, the second year brought fewer sales 
than did the first. 

In the twelve months ended June 30, 1945, 
sales totaled forty-one copies. The grand 


hi 
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total for the two years is 147. 
Members of the committee: Edward Geier 
Freehafer and Howard L. Hughes. 


Lawrence HEYL, Chairman 


Public Documents 


The Committee on Public Documents’ re- 
port for the current fiscal year is brief. 
Major activities of the committee during the 
past two years are to be found in an article 
in the Library Journal, Dec. 1, 1944, by 
its chairman. One of the suggestions pro- 
posed in that article, with respect to the 
Monthly Catalog of U.S. Government Publi- 
cations, was put into effect beginning with 
the Jan. 1, 1945, issue. 
Monthly Catalog will not record monthly 
issues of periodicals, except in January and 
July, unless it be a new title or one that has 
ceased publication. : 

The chairman sat in on a meeting in San 
Francisco on May 22, 1945, at which a 
program of distribution for the publications 


^ 


Henceforth, the * 


and documents of the United Nations Con- 
ference on International Organization was 
worked out. 

In the near future the committee hopes to 
tackle, probably in conjunction with the Joint 
Committee on Printing or directly with is- 
suing agencies, a program of automatic dis- 
tribution of processed documents and maps 
to the depository libraries. The task here will 
not be easy and may mean legislation, but it 
is undoubtedly one worth attempting. 

Members of the committee: Mrs. Violet 
Abbott Cabeen, Mary Brown Humphrey, 
Warren L. Perry, Edward H. Redstone, 
Edith Rich, Harold Garfield Russell, Robert 
E. Scudder. 

Jerome Kear Witcox, Chairman 


Y 


‘Serials 


N 

All subjects for investigation presented to 
the Serials Committee during the year cen- 
‘tered around one or the other of two condi- 
tions. The first was the refusal of a few 
publishers to renew library subscriptions, and 
the second, the policy adopted or continued 
by certain publishers of not accepting sub- 
scriptions through magazine agencies. Of 
the two, the_refusal of publishers to accept 
renewal subscriptions from libraries because 
of the paper shortage was the more serious. 
In each such instance where this condition 
was brought to the committee’s attention, a 
letter was sent to the publisher pointing out 
the importance of continuing library subscrip- 
tions. The publishers were understanding 
and cooperative and, to the best knowledge 
of the committee, all of the publishers con- 
cerned are now accepting renewal subscrip- 
tions from libraries. 

'The policy of a few publishers, mainly of 
trade publications, of not accepting subscrip- 
tions through magazine subscription agencies 
is, on the other hand, not a new one. From 


the standpoint of libraries this is an annoying 
situation, although not a serious one as long 
as only a few publishers adhere to it. Fortu- 
nately it is not likely that the policy will 
become widespread. 

There are certain small society publications 
whose subscriptions have always been handled 
directly with subscribers, and continue to be 
so handled. In addition there are a few 
periodicals, mainly trade journals of limited 
circulation. among libraries, that cannot be 
purchased through agencies. From informa- 
tion available to the committee it appears that 
there are some ten or twelve such publica- 
tions. Strangely enough, the policy is not 
strictly enforced by all the publications in 
question, one agency having its subscriptions 
for certain titles accepted while those of an- 
other are refused. The publishers of The 
Economist state that even before they de- 
cided not to accept agency business “we 
solicited and handled about 993 per cent of 
our own circulation directly. The agency 
business represented an expensive operation 
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for us.” One agency reports that those pub- 
lishers who maintain their own sales organi- 
zations have never been too friendly to 
subscription agencies. “This is because one of 
their star salesmen will report every so often 
that he called on a prospect and discovered 
that, to his disappointment, the subscriber 
(usually a library) had placed the order with 
an agency and not with Mr. Salesman. Now 
that the trade journals want to cut down on 
circulation it is a wonderful chance to pay 
off old scores with the agencies.” While this 
is perhaps true in a few instances, it appears 
that more often the publishers have taken 
away the agent’s commission because of in- 
creased costs of publication and their belief 
that they can handle subscriptions more eco- 
nomically directly with subscribers. 

Hobbies is the only magazine widely sub- 
scribed to by libraries throughout the country 
that refuses to accept subscriptions through 
agencies under any circumstances, and most 
of the communications to the committee con- 
cern the policy adopted by this publication. 
The publisher of Hobbies states that the 
policy is necessary because “we need the 25 
per cent off [that] the agency gets to help 
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pay the greatly increased costs.” Each of 
five agencies questioned states that it has 
indicated its willingness to- handle library 
subscriptions to Hobbies without commission, 
just as it does with, all net publications when 
included with other titles on a library’s list. 
However, none has had subscriptions accepted 
even on this basis. As before stated, it does 
not seem likely that the policy will become 
general, for the great majority of publishers 
acknowledge that the agencies perform a use- 
ful and valuable function for them. As one 
agency says, “Most publishers who have tried 


‘accepting subscriptions only direct from the 


subscriber have given it up." When paper 
becomes available ‘in sufficient quantities to 
enable publishers to enlarge their subséription 
lists, some of those discussed here will prob- 
ably turn to the agencies for assistance. The 
publisher of Hobbies indicated this possibility 
when he said: "We think we should adhere 
to our policy during the war at least." 
Members of the committee: Minnie Anson 
Lewis, Guy R. Lyle, Mildred C. O'Connor, 
Mrs. Virginia T. Rogers, Frances Warner. 


Raymond H. Suove, Chairman 


Serials Round T. able 


'The past year was a quiet one for the 
Serials Round Table. No attempt was made 
to sponsor new projects and it was even 


` necessary to discontinue work on the im- 


portant standardization project. Mrs. Eileen 
R. Cunningham, chairman of the Committee 
on Standardization of Reference Data for 
Periodicals, attempted to carry through the 
plans for distributing copies of ‘the revised 
standards for periodical reference data, as 
outlined in last year’s report, but, because of 
wartime conditions, her efforts met with little 
success. In December it was decided to give 
up this work until the end of the war, at 
which time Mrs. Cunningham planned to re- 
sume work on the project. 

Mrs. Barbara Cowles continued as -chair- 


man of the Committee on Indexing and Ab- 
stracting Services and also as chairman of 
the A.L.A. Joint Committee on Indexing and 
Abstracting in the Major Fields of Research. 
Her report of the joint committee is pub- 
lished separately. x ‘ 

Even though the round table is not very 
active ' now, the officers urge members to 
send in suggestions for the postwar program 
since there will be an increased interest with 
the resumption of the annual conferences. 

The officers elected in 1942 continue to 
direct the affairs of the Serials Round Table. 
The secretary-treasurer is Helen Grant 
Cushing. 


Maryori E. Vivian, Chairman 
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Technical. Aspects of Library Work 


| Division of Cataloging and Classification 


In spite of the fact that there has been no 
conference for two years to arouse enthu- 
siasm in division affairs, the various com- 
mittees of the division have been active and 
in several instances have produced noteworthy 
contributions. The division’s annual report is 
for the most part a summary of the reports 
from the committee chairmen. 

Advisory Council on Regional Groups, M. 
Ruth MacDonald, chairman: Miss Mac- 
Donald reported that twenty regional meet- 
ings were held, five of which she succeeded 
in attending. She raised the question of 
attendance of the chairman of the advisory 
council at regional meetings. The board of 
directors has approved the idea of having the 
chairman or a substitute (division officer, 
director, Councilor, regional group leader, 
etc.) attend as many regional meetings as 
possible, but has not yet solved the financial 
problems involved in carrying out the idea. 

Committee on Cataloging and Classifica- 
tion, Evelyn Mildred Hensel, chairman: At 
the meeting of the board of directors in July 
1944 it was decided to enlarge this committee 
to five members and make it a board of ex- 
perts to act in an advisory capacity to the 
profession. This idea was given as much 
publicity as possible. During the year a 

_ number of requests for advice on cataloging 
and classification problems were received and 
answered by the committee. 

Committee on Mechanical Equipment, 
Laura Elise Burmeister, chairman: Since 
this was a year in which little equipment was 
available, the chief activity of the -committee 
consisted in discovering an unpatented dust 
eradicator for electric erasing machines and 
giving the information to a representative of 
a commercial firm, with the hope that it 
might be investigated for future manufac- 
ture. 

Committee on Relations with the Library 
of Congress, Marion Metcalf Root, chair- 
man: The report of this committee shows 
that its attempts to serve as “a medium of 

: information, inquiry, and comment between 
‘the Library of Congress and members of the 
division” did not meet with much success, and 


the chairman has asked that the committee’s 
functions be redefined before a new committee 
is appointed. 

Publications Committee, Margaret Old- 
father, chairman: This committee accom- 
plished the difficult task of publishing 
Catalogers’ and Classifiers Yearbook No. 11, 
using the papers from the Milwaukee Con- 
ference and soliciting several additional pa- 
pers to give the publication current interest. 

Special Committee on the Cutter Classifica- 
tion: Dora M. Pearson was appointed in June 
as a committee of one to investigate the need 
for a revision of the Cutter Classification. 
Such a study has been under consideration 
for over two years, during which an attempt 
was made to determine how many and which 
libraries in the United States and Canada 
might be interested in the study. 

Special Committee on Dewey Classification, 
Gertrude Oellrich, general chairman: The 
general chairman made a survey to determine 
the attitude of libraries using the Dewey 
Classification toward "a standard edition of 
Dewey, nowhere expanded beyond five fig- 
ures.” The Canadian and Latin American 
Subcommittee completed classification schemes 
for Chile and Canada and submitted them- 
for consideration by .the editorial office of 
the decimal classification. They hoped to have 
schemes for Cuba, Colombia, and Peru com- 
pleted in June. 'The Library Schools Sub- 
committee and the College and University 
Libraries Subcommittee were active and are 
organized to cooperate with the decimal 
classification office in the preparation of the 
fifteenth edition of the classification scheme. 

Special Committee on, Membership, Adele 
Ewell, chairman: This committee has con- 
tributed very greatly to the division's strength 
through the compilation of data about the 
members. A postcard questionnaire survey 
has made it possible for the division to know 


. the interests of a large part of the member- 


ship so-far as these relate to the specialized 
work of the division and its committees. The 
resulting roster will be of the greatest help 
in appointing committees. The survey also 
showed that about 70 per cent of those who 


` 
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replied work in libraries of five hundred thou- 
sand volumes or less, almost exactly 50 per 
cent in libraries of two hundred thousand or 
less, about 16 per cent in libraries under 
fifty thousand, and only 16 per cent in li- 
braries of one million or over. About 172 per 
cent have served on committees of the division 
and about 23$ per cent would like to serve 
on committees. 

Special Committee on Revision of the Con- 
stitution, Amelia Krieg, chairman: This com- 
mittee is to be congratulated on its draft of a 
revised constitution which was presented to 
the division in the spring issue of News Notes. 
'The reorganization of the American Library 
Association and the simultaneous organiza- 
tion of the division, in 1940, created many 
.unforeseen problems not answered by the 
original constitution. The failure to hold an- 
nual meetings has been the cause of additional 
unforeseen situations. The committee, as 
well as those who have served as officers and 
chairmen of standing committees, has found 
the constitution inflexible and inadequate and 
in need of a thorough revision. Some of the 
inadequacies of the present constitution are 
its failure to provide for a successor to a 
president who resigns, to provide for repre- 
sentation on the A.L.A. Council which func- 
tions most desirably for the best relations 
with the A.L.A., for clear provision for the 
secretary's "compensation, and to provide 
for various activities of the ‘division which 
may well be thé work of standing committees. 

Special Committee on State Author Head- 
ings, Lena Lucile Tucker, chairman: The 
report of this committee shows the result of a 
survey of the work lists of state author 
headings, which was begun five years ago, to 
find the exact status of each list, to collect 
any completed lists, and to find compilers for 
states not already interested. The following 
table shows the present status of the work. 


I. Lists Complete 


A. On File with the Committee ` 
Kentucky 
Pennsylvania 
New Mexico : 
B. On File in Illinois University Thesis 
Files 
Alabama 
Oklahoma 
Wisconsin 
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IL Lists Actively in Progress as Indicated by 
Reports Made During 1944-45. * de- 
notes lists nearing completion 


Arizona 

Delaware 

Florida 

Georgia ! 
Idaho y 
*Kansas 

Louisiana 

Maine 

Michigan 

* Minnesota 
Montana 

*North Carolina 
Ohio 

South Carolina 
South Dakota 
'Tennessee 

Utah 

Washington 

West Virginia 
Wyoming 


IIl. Lists in Progress, but Work Suspended for 
Lack of Help 
Nevada 
New Hampshire 
Oregon 
Texas 


IV. Lists Supposed to be in Progress; but Com- 
mittee Has Not Been Able to Get Reports 
This Year 

Arkansas 
California 
District of Columbia 
Illinois 
Indiana 

Iowa 
Maryland 
Mississippi 
Virginia 

V. No Lists 

Colorado 
Connecticut 
Massachusetts 
Missouri 
Nebraska 
New Jersey 
New York 
North Dakota 
"Rhode Island 
Vermont 


Special Committee on Statistics, Janet S. 
Dickson, chairman: 'The committee continued 
its work this year on the premise that a , 
catalog department keeps statistics for two ` 
purposes: (1) to record holdings, (2) to 
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measure output of work. The statistics do 
not fall, of themselves, into two distinct and 
separate groups; some, indeed, belong to 
both. Nevertheless, the committee felt that 
it was desirable to so segregate them in order 
to clarify the objectives. The committee 
turned its attention first to holdings statistics, 
since virtually every library must keep them 
while not all libraries are concerned as yet 
in measuring output of work. 

An outline of the statistics kept to show 
holdings was compiled from library literature 
and from the answers to the questionnaires 
sent in 1943 to more than sixty large public, 
university, and college libraries. The outline 
shows that one or more libraries keep sta- 
tistics for the following items or types of 
materials: books (i.e., nonserial books); se- 
rials (subdivided by periodicals, newspapers, 
other); government documents (subdivided 
by books, serials, etc.) ; pamphlets; books in 
braille; theses; music scores (subdivided by 
sheet music, other); maps; talking books; 
phonograph records; microfilm; motion pic- 
ture film; manuscripts; miscellaneous mate- 
rials (e.g, archives, autographs, bookplates, 
broadsides, clippings, lithographs, museum ob- 
jects, photostats, pictures, prints, slides, etc.). 
These are broken down, in one or more 
libraries, for each item where applicable: (1) 
by classification (and also by fiction and non- 
fiction), (2) by language, and (3) by loca- 
tion (circulation, reference, adult, young 
people’s, juvenile, main library, departmental 
libraries, branches). Record of transfers is 
kept in one or more libraries if (1) re- 
classification and/or (2) location are involved. 
Duplicate record forms are kept for (1) addi- 
tions and (2) withdrawals. 

The committee recommends: that each item 
listed in its categories of holdings statistics 
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be defined, the definitions to be worked out 
in conjunction with committees or repre- 
sentatives of other interested divisions and 
affiliated national organizations; that the com- 
pleted work be submitted to the appropriate 
body to be approved as standard practice; 
and that the study of statistics for the meas- 
urement of work be continued. 

Special Committee on Subject Headings, 
(Miss) Clyde E. Pettus, chairman: This com- 
mittee has continued its column, “The Subject 
Cataloging Clearinghouse,” in the Library 
Journal, finding active interest in the mate- 
rial published. f 

During the year, beginning in October, the 
board of directors sent out to the members 
of the division four issues of its News Notes, 
which served to keep them informed on the 
activities of the officers and committees. It 
apparently was a successful channel for the 
committees to present problems to the mem- 
bership as a whole. A considerable number 
of comments which expressed appreciation for 
the publication were received by the board of 
directors. 

By action of the board of directors, the 
division withdrew in June from the Council 
of National Library Associations. It was 
felt by the board that the interests of the 
division in the council were already repre- 
sented by the American Library Association 
which is also a member of the council. 

A meeting of the board of directors was 
held in Cleveland, July 18-19, at which time 
the new officers assumed their duties and 
plans were made for many of the activities 
of the division during the coming year. 

Officers besides the president were Amelia 
Krieg, vice president and president-elect, and 
Alice E. Phelps, secretary-treasurer. 

Lucite M. MorscH, President 


A.L.A. Catalog Code Revision 


The report of the Committee on the Use 
of the A.L.A. Catalog Code, as printed in the 
Oct. 1, 1944, issue of the 4.L.4. Bulletin, 
made useful recommendations regarding the 
editing of the final edition. During the cur- 
rent year these suggestions have guided the 
Committee on A.L.À. Catalog Code Revision 
in its activities, which have constituted 
preparations for the final revision chiefly. 

Recommendations relating to specific rules 


D 


have been sought from members of the orig- 
inal committee, the Division of Cataloging 
and Classification, and others. 

A special committee to study the rules re- 
lating to serials, appointed by the Division 
of Cataloging and Classification and under 
the chairmanship of Arnold H. Trotier, has 


, been at work on that problem and is preparing 


its recommendations. 
A limited reprint of the preliminary edition 
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was authorized by the A.L.A. Executive 
Board, out of which several interleaved copies 
have been supplied for the use of the mem- 
bers of the committee. 

'The committee has had no funds during 
the year to secure the services of a paid as- 
sistant, but it is expected that funds will be 
available for this~purpose during 1945-46. 
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Tentative plans look toward completion of 
the revision of Part I during the next year. 

‘Members of the committee: M. Ruth Mac- 
Donald, Harriet Dorothea MacPherson, Lu- 
cile M. Morsch, L. Quincy Mumford, Sarita 
Robinson, Wyllis E. Wright. 


RuvotpH H. GJELsness, Chairman 


Book binding 


The committee held no formal meetings; 
however, some members attended the No- 
vember confererice of the Library Binding In- 
stitute in Detroit. Problems of materials, 
priorities, and rates still continue, and all 
advice possible has been given. The attempt 
to determine a more specific definition of the 
specifications for minimum Grade “A” binding 
in order to distinguish its product from one 


offered as “Good Grade A” binding, re- 
sulted in the application of certain tests upon 
which a formula may be based when sufficient 
data is at hand. 

Members of the committee: Dorothy 
Eggert, Josie Batcheller Houchens, Patricia 
P. Paylore, Stuart C. Sherman, William R. 
Thurman, James J. Weadock, Jr. 

Joun Apams Lowe, Chairman 


Library Binding Institute and A.L.A. 


(Joint Committee) 


The conditions in the library binding in- 
dustry which were described in last year’s 
annual report have continued during the past 
year, and to a worse degree. The hopes that 
the end of the war in Europe would improve 
labor, materials, and cost conditions have 
not been realized. All the recommendations 
made by the committee last year are there- 
fore repeated, and the committee urges all 
librarians to cooperate in carrying them out. 

Binding service has been considerably 
slowed up in practically all parts of the coun- 
try. With few exceptions, binderies cannot 
begin to do the volume of work they have done 
in normal times. Some librarians have found 
it very difficult to locate any bindery to 
undertake their work. The Specifications 
for Class “A” Library Binding have been 
kept in effect, and the joint committee was not 
called upon to authorize any alternative 
material during the year. However, the 
growing shortage in textiles may make it 
necessary, in some cases, to give permission to 
use materials not in thé specifications. The 
general quality of work has been maintained. 
There has been only one complaint of sub- 
standard binding by a certified bindery and 
this is now under investigation. . 

The bindery labor situation has not im- 
proved in any part of the country and in some 


parts it has become worse. Some binderies 
have had War Manpower Commission ceil- 
ings put on the number of people they were 
allowed to employ. This meant, in some 
instances, that they could not take on, for 
the rush season, more than they had before, 
and in other instances they were told they 
had to release workers to essential industries. 
‘These latest restrictions were eased with the 
end of the Pacific war, but binders and li- 
brarians would be wise to count on several 
months being needed before labor conditions 
get back to normal. 2 

The labor shortages and government regu- 
lations have, during the past year, again 
caused rising labor costs, despite the fact that 
there were supposed to be labor ceilings. 
Whatever the government officials may have 
had in mind as their aim, in the library binding 
industry government rules have caused dis- 
organization and higher unit costs at every 
stage. First, when the industry was on a 
low-cost basis, the forty-cent minimum wage 
was put into effect, bringing up wages in 
every bracket. Then, when labor began to 
get short, bindery wages were frozen and the 
binderies could not compete with war plant 
wages and therefore many experienced bindery 
workers were lost. The binderies then be- 
gan ta adapt their operations to reduced pro- 
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duction and high unit costs. Now, by War 
Labor Board regulation, anything under 
fifty-five cents an hour has been declared 
substandard. This means that the low-wage, 
new employees will be paid more, but per- 
mission will have to be obtained to pay the 
more experienced help higher wages in pro- 
portion, or else they will leave the industry. 

This confusing increase in costs has come 
just at the time when the bulk of the year’s 
work was beginning to come into the binderies. 
The situation is being studied by the commit- 
tee. The increase in minimum wages alone, 
by 37$ per cent, is very serious and it is 
not known how the binderies will be able to 
get through at present prices. It should be 
noted that in spite of bindery cost increases, 
the joint committee did not change the Guide 
of Fair Value during 1944. Since Pearl 
Harbor, increases in the guide have been 
far less than the bindery cost increases due 
to labor alone. This is very gratifying to 
the committee because it proves again that 
the program of cooperation between binders 
and librarians is working well and that the 
guide is a strong ceiling over prices. 

Materials shortages continue the same in 
most cases, but worse in textiles. Binders 
board supply has been adequate at all times, 
but the War Production Board has not 
listened to any plea to permit the manufac- 
turers of buckram to get the cotton duck 
from which it is made. With one exception, 
no mills are now making buckram, and the 
government keeps on saying there will be no 
change until some months after the end of 
the war. Matching of cover colors has be- 
come impossible for many binders. The sup- 
ply of fabrics for backlining and reinforcing 
has gone so low that some binders are near 
the end of their resources. The material 
which was authorized by the committee as 
an alternative for backlining flannel is now 
also unobtainable. 

'The problem of narrow binding margins, 
reported last year, has become even more 
serious for binders as well as librarians. 'The 
binderies are now getting the books and pe- 
riodicals printed with narrow margins and 
find that they cannot be oversewed in the 
normal way. The book publishers’ organiza- 
tion has recently started a survey to get 
opinions of book buyers as to the continuing 
of wartime formats after the war. What- 
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ever may be the advantages of less bulky 
books, there are no advantages and no neces- 
sity for narrow binding margins. Librarians 
are urged to protest by writing to the Book 
Publishers Bureau, 347 Fifth Ave, New 
York City. 

Many books and periodicals are not even 
sewed or stitched, but are just single sheets 
with backs glued like telephone books. If 
the margins are narrow, this material is im- 
possible to bind except at great expense— 
sometimes more than the original cost. 

Equally difficult are the problems of re- 
binding material in mechanical binding of 
wire or plastic, of which there are at least 
twenty varieties. This type of book and pe- 
riodical is increasing since the government 
released the necessary production materials. 
'These are not bindings in the true sense but 
loose sheets held in the coils or frames of the 
holder. 'The inner edges of the sheets are 
perforated or slotted, weakening the paper, 
and under regular library service soon give 
way and necessitate rebinding. When the 
perforated parts of the sheets are trimmed 
off, at least one-quarter of an inch of the 
binding margin is lost and in many cases does 
not leave enough margin for proper sewing, 
unless hinging—a costly operation—is resorted 
to. 

In this connection, librarians should keep 
in mind the suggestion in the Guide of Fair 
Value that extra work is entitled to an extra 
price. This was forgotten to some extent 
because some binders used to "throw in” extra 
service “free.” This was not really free, 
since other libraries usually had to make up 
the loss. Because of manufacturing condi- 
tions in books and periodicals, as noted above, 
more special work is required than ever be- 
fore. Narrow and crooked margins and 
extra-thick technical magazines, for example, 
all take more time and labor. 

Postwar materials for binding are already 
being advertised. Some claims being made 
are highly questionable. All such materials 
should be tested thoroughly before they are 
specified. 


Recommendations 


x. All librarians are urged to cooperate as 


‘closely as they can with their binderies so as 


to get through this difficult period 
2. Individual librarians and library organiza- 
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tions should protest to publishers against narrow 
binding margins 3 

3. In the case of new and untried materials, 
librarians should not specify them until it is 
certain they meet specifications and the binders 
have tested them under bindery conditions. 


The committee has not had any meetings 
during the year, but the chairman has been 
able to keep in touch with conditions outside 
of New York through consultations. A num- 
ber of L.B.I. members have called on him, 
including three joint committee representa- 
tives. A number of technical questions have 
been referred to him. He attended the New 


- 


York meeting of library binders and has called 
on L.B.I. headquarters for information. . 

'The relations between binders and li- 
brarians generally continue excellent, and it is 
very gratifying to have such fine cooperation 
through the joint committee even under the 
critical conditions of the last few years. 

Members of the committee: for A.L.A., the 
chairman, Josie Batcheller Houchens,. John 
Adams Lowe, James J. Weadock, Jr.; for 
L.B.L., J. Howard Atkins, J. Vernon Ruzicka, 
Oscar Schnabel, Lawrence D. Sibert. 


WiLuAM R. THURMAN, Chairman 


Photographic Reproduction of Library Materials 


This committee has attempted during the 
past year to concentrate its attention upon 
the problem of preserving, by microfilming, 
valuable materials which are rapidly deterio- 
rating because of poor paper. The need for 
such action in this direction is obvious and 
it is equally obvious that it would be diffi- 
cult, if not impossible, for each institution to 
copy all of its own material which needs to 
be preserved in this manner. The aim of the 
committee has, therefore, been to work 
toward a program of cooperative effort by 
which a sufficient number of libraries may 
purchase positive copies of long-run titles to 
amortize the cost of the negative and bring 
the cost of a microfilm positive within a rea- 
sonable figure. 

It seems possible that the committee can 
serve as the medium or clearinghouse for pro- 
posing titles to be copied, for helping to ar- 
range for some particular institution to do 
the copying, and, perhaps, for receiving sub- 
scriptions or indication of desire to purchase. 

One of the first steps in the procedure is 
to obtain a list of some of the titles which 
are in very poor condition and which a fair 


number of libraries are anxious to see copied. 


In obtaining such a list, some time has been 
spent by two members of the committee in 
connection with an internal committee of the 
New York Public Library which is concerned 
with determining which of the library’s ma- 
terials should receive priority in treatment. 
A tentative list is now being compiled and 
can be circulated to other libraries when com- 
pleted. This list will not be exhaustive nor 
will it attempt to represent the titles of great- 


est importance. It will be a small list of 
perhaps one hundred titles which are im- 
portant for reference and research and which 
need filming for preservation. 

The committee has had some correspond- 
ence with Lt. Vernon D. Tate, the former 
editor of the Journal of Documentary Re- 
production which was suspended in 1942, re- 
garding a supplementary volume to that 
publication. Lt. Tate has accumulated some 


material for such a volume, but various fac- - 


tors have delayed the completion and publi- 
cation of the work. It is still hoped that the 
volume will materialize. 

'The committee feels that more attention 
should be given to the recording of master 
negatives and information about projects in 
progress or contemplated. While the Phila- 
delphia Bibliographical Center and the Na- 
tional Union Catalog at the Library of 
Congress are being used for this purpose, it 
appears that the reporting to these centers is 
done only periodically. In order to avoid 
duplication of master negatives, all libraries 
are urged to report promptly'to these re- 
cording points, master negatives of any long 
run of a title and also any information re- 
garding a project which is being undertaken. 

.A subcommittee has been designated for the 
puipose of drawing up a statement of stand- 
ards for format and for general methods of 
making and handling films, exclusive of the 
technical: aspects. 

While the committee recognizes that there 
may be a great deal to be done on technical 
matters when equipment and time are again 
available, it has not felt that much could be 
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accomplished in this respect during the cur- 
rent year. 

Members of the committee: Mary Angela 
Bennett, Margaret F. Butterfield, Gerritt E. 
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Fielstra, Joe Hare, Margaret C. Norton, 
Clarence S. Paine, Stanley Pargellis, Charles 
E. Rush. 


L. Quincy Mumrorp, Chairman. 


The Librarian in Wartime and After 


Board of Education for Librarianship 


Recruiting for the library profession re- 
ceived first attention in the work of the year. 
A new folder, Books and People; a Career in 


Library Service, emphasized opportunities and . 


developments in librarianship previously pre- 
sented in “Post-War Library Personnel.” 
Copiés were sent to hundreds of counselors 
of young people in colleges and, high schools, 
educational advisers in Army locations both in 
this country and overseas and in the Navy and 
Veterans Administration, vocational bureaus 
and organizations, and other centers of in- 
formation, as well as to libraries, library 
schools, and many periodicals. ‘The folder 
has been purchased in quantity by many 
agencies and institutions. Revised editions of 
“Training for Library Work" and “Li- 
brarianship as a Career” were sent on request 
to inquirers whose number indicates that the 
tecent recruiting efforts of many library 
groups as well as the board are having a 
desirable effect. Service continued as a cen- 
tral point for information on recruiting pro- 
grams of various library groups. For the 
War Manpower Commission, a brief on 
librarianship was drafted for use of coun- 
selors in the armed forces. The American 
Council on Education was assisted in collect- 
ing material on professional education for 
instructors andi counselors in the overseas 
post-hostilities educational program of the 
Army. New bulletins and recruiting 
pamphlets issued by several library schools, 
particularly Carnegie Institute of Technology, 
‘University of North Carolina, Emory Uni- 
versity, College of St. Catherine, and Univer- 
sity of Washington, and by the Special 
Libraries Association and Canadian Legion 
Educational Services, added to the excellent 
material now available for general recruiting. 
Other publications each describing a particu- 


lar field of library service would be useful in 
rounding out such material. Several colleges 
which offer no professional courses are intro- 
ducing librarianship to students by outlining 
preprofessional study, by instruction in the 
use of the library, or, as at Coe College, 
through an attractive folder on library serv- 
ice as a career. 

A long-term project, announced last year, 
toward stimulating wider discussion of sig- 
nificant problems in the education of li- 
brarians began with the distribution to 
accredited library schools of a report and a 
group of questions for faculty consideration. 
Replies to a questionnaire on degrees and 
related curriculum questions which the board 
and the Association of American Library 
Schools issued in 1943-44 were synthesized 
by Jeanette H. Foster, and her report was 
sent to the library schools. With this syn- 
thesis of varying points of view as background, 
the library schools were invited to discuss a 
few questions and to report results to the 
board. Although the returns are far from 
complete, the replies received are constructive 
contributions. They also re-enforce the 
board’s awareness that, as soon as conditions 
permit, discussion meetings will be.important. 
The library schools and employing librarians 
should be brought together to reconsider the 
values and goals in the education of librarians. 
Similar meetings devoted to the training 
necessary for various specialties in library 
service should also be scheduled. 

Against the time when special funds may 
become available, projects in field recruiting, 
the preparation of faculty for library schools, 
and fellowships were outlined. : 

In view of the continued shortage of li- 
brarians, the slight increase in library school 
enrolments in 1944-45 was a token of en- 
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coufagement although the numbers involved 
did little to alleviate a general situation.! 
Prospects for enrolments in 1945-46 are said 
to be even more favorable and the larger 
attendance at recent summer sessions is still 
another indication of better times ahead. 

The end of the war in Europe brought 
closer to the library schools the provision of 
courses for veterans. Only six schools— 
Chicago, Columbia, Emory, McGill, Michi- 
gan, and William and Mary—have as yet 
enrolled former members of the armed forces. 
Many others are receiving inquiries, both 
from new recruits to the profession and from 
returning librarians. The education of these 
students will pose new problems for library 
schools as for their universities. Directors 
and faculty anticipate a special interest in 
refresher courses planned to assist the re- 
turning librarian to regain touch with his 
profession. For some, a general reorientation 
will suffice. Others will want intensive re- 
views in particular fields of library service. 
A large number with the assistance of govern- 
ment subsidy will undertake study for higher 
degrees in librarianship or in subject fields. 
Those who are beginning the study of li- 
brarianship will in general be admitted to 
the usual courses. For the most part, the 
library schools are ready to offer the training 
. required, whether in refresher courses, special 
programs, or other adaptations of the regular 
curriculum, and they will follow the policies 
of their institutions in such matters as the 
admission of students at irregular times or 
the acceptance of credit for educational train- 
ing and experiences received in the armed 
services. . 


New Courses 


During the year new courses at several 
library schools extended opportunities to pre- 
pare for special fields of library service. Hos- 
pital libraries, for example, received attention 
in a new program at Columbia University and 
in an elective course at the University of 
Denver. At Simmons College a summer 
workshop on libraries in schools of nursing 
was offered jointly by the library: school and 
school of nursing. The College of St. 
Catherine added courses in public relations 
and special libraries; Catholic University, an 


1“Enrolments in Library Schools, 1944-45.” A.L.A. 
Bulletin, 39:100, March 1945. 
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introduction to library service; and Drexel 
Institute of "Technology, cataloging for special 
libraries. Revised curricula providing greater 
flexibility and more opportunity for specializa- 
tion were in operation at the University of 
Illinois and Emory University, and faculty 
committees worked on new curriculum plans 
at Columbia University, Carnegie Institute 
of Technology, and the College of William 
and Mary. For 1945-46 Western Reserve 
University will offer more electives in the 
public library program. 

'The guidance of students in pre-library 
school education is now more fully recognized 
as an important aspect in the preparation of 
librarians. It is believed that an educational 
program which directs study in subject fields 
as well as in library science toward the objec- 
tives of library service may result in many 
professional advantages. The admission of 
students before the fourth or fifth college 
years for such guidahce or even for enrolment 


_in selected library school courses is planned 


by several library schools in addition to those 
which have already begun experiments. 

Looking toward postwar developments, 
several library groups sought advice in pre- 
senting to the library schools appeals for ' 
greater emphasis in instruction on their par- 
ticular fields of service. In each case the 
board has suggested that the special group 
prépare constructive recommendations in the 
form of a list of topics which should be 
included in library school courses together 
with a rating as to importance, a bibliography 
of essential materials and those considered 
desirable in presenting each topic, and, in some 
instances, a list of specialists who might lec- 
ture at the schools. A.L.A. groups consulting 
the board included the Public Relations Com- 
mittee, which issued a questionnaire to library 
schools, the Audio-Visual Committee, the 
Committee on Relations with Business 
Groups, the Professional Education Com- 
mittee of the American Association of School 
Librarians, which proposed a study of cur- 
ricula for school library personnel, and the 
Subcommittee on ‘Library School Curricula 
of the Adult Education Board, which as- 
sembled a group of articles.” 

In view of the scarcity of scholarships and 
other sources of financial aid for librarians, 


? “Preparation for Library Adult Education." 4.L.A. 
Bulletin 39:259-65, September 1945. 
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it is heartening to note several new grants. 
Carnegie Institute of "Technology now has 
several scholarships of three hundred dollars 
each. McGill University announced the 
Ethelwyn M. Crossley Scholarship; Univer- 
sity of Wisconsin, the Mary Emogene Hazel- 
tine Scholarship; and Columbia University, 
the Frank L. Polk Library Fellowships. For 
students at Wisconsin, the Wisconsin Library 
Association and the School Library Section of 
the Wisconsin Education Association have 
created new scholarships. Alabama Library 
Association established the Marie Bankhead 
Owen Summer School Scholarship, and the 
Maine Library Association and the Special 
Libraries Association, loan funds. Syracuse 
University, Western Reserve University, and 
University of Denver received additional tui- 
tion grants, and from the American Asso- 
ciation of University Women several new 
fellowships will be available next year. 

'The list of scholarships, fellowships, and 
loan funds for librarians, last issued in 1942, 
was brought up to date. Athough no new 
general sources could be added, a few funds 
not operative during the war are available. 


Certification 


Only a few states have been forced by 
wartime emergencies to adopt temporary 
measures in certificating librarians. Instead, 
the library associations of several states, in- 
cluding Arkansas and Massachusetts, are 


active in efforts toward the enactment of 


certification laws. Others are seeking the 
revision of present laws while still others are 
at work on programs for the enforcement of 
existing legal provisions. 

Important legislation affecting the legal 
certification of librarians of public libraries 
took place in Maryland, Montana, Wiscon- 
sin, and British Columbia. A division of 
library extension was created in the Mary- 
land State Department of Education, effective 
January 1946. One function will be to set 
standards and issue certificates to members of 
staff of county and other public libraries. In 
Montana the state library commission was 
empowered to act in a similar capacity. 
Functions of the former public library certifi- 
cation board in Wisconsin were assigned to 
the Wisconsin Free Library Commission and 
requirements for higher grades of certificates 
were raised. British Columbia may be con- 
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gratulated as the first Canadian province to 
secure enactment of a certification law. 

A summary of certification requirements by 
states, last issued in 1942, was revised from 
information assembled in the spring of 1945. 
It will be. distributed in the fall. 

Unlike certain accrediting groups, the board | 
did not formally recommend that its accredit- 
ing function be discontinued during the war. 
Under a strict observance of wartime restric- 
tions on travel, however, no library schools 
were visited in the year of this report. No 
meeting of the board was held. 

Responsibilities as chief of the A.L.A. De- 
partment of Library Education and Person- 
nel, in connection with the Personnel Office 
and the Foreign Library Service Roster proj- 
ect, required an unusual amount of time of 
the secretary. 

Members of the board: Mrs. Lucile L. 
Keck, Harriet Dorothea MacPherson, Mrs. 
Alice Brooks Mooney, Ralph Munn. 

Donatp Coney, Chairman 
Anita M. HosrETTER, Secretary, 
and Chief, Department of Library 
Education and Personnel 


Job Evaluation and Training 


(Joint Subcommittee of Board of Education 

for Librarianship, Board on Personnel Ad- . 

ministration, and Committee on Library 
Administration.) 


The Subcommittee on Job Evaluation and 
Training has had three goals for the year— 
to secure articles interpretative of “job meth- 
ods” in libraries for publication in library 
magazines, particularly the 4.L.4. Bulletin; 
to increase the number of libraries and li- 
brary schools in which job methods training 
has been or is being utilized; to secure finan- 
cial support for a wide application to libraries 
of the War Manpower Commission's training 
program. 

Instances of a gain in each area are re- 
ported below. The net impression upon li- 
brary work, however, is too small to warrant 
continuation of the effort on the present ama- 
teur scale; that is, by a volunteer committee 
without funds or time. It is recommended 
that the A.L.A. make a special effort to de- 
velop the application of job methods training 
to libraries in a large nationwide program. 
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Possible Manuscripts for Publication 


- The acting librarian of the U. S. Depart- 
ment of Agriculture sent to this subcommittee 
a set of detailed studies of simplifications— 
part of the routine semiannual examination 
of the work of that department. These re- 
ports are so thought-arresting that formal 
encouragement and assistance should be given 
to secure the publication of the information 
contained therein. Since this particular sug- 
gestion involves a federal department and 
the possibility of a resulting government docu- 
ment, it is recommended that the A.L.A. 
representative in Washington be requested 
to explore ways and means. 

'The subcommittee has secured two manu- 
scripts for use in the 4.L.4. Bulletin. The 
library of Columbia University School of 
Library Service has recently made use of this 
method, and a manuscript from Mrs. Abigail 
Fisher Hausdorfer probably could be secured. 
Ruth E. Hammond has another type of ex- 
perience which should be described, probably 
for its overtones of cooperation with munici- 
pal departments’ special libraries. College 
and Research Libraries for December 1944 
published an article by Margaret R. Meyer 
on the uses and benefits of job methods train- 
ing at Russell Sage College Library. 


( 


Possible Training Courses 


The request to Channing R. Dooley, direc- 
tor, Training Within Industry, War Man- 
power Commission, 1776 Pennsylvania Ave., 
N.W., Washington, D.C., for some coopera- 
tion on a national scale-has had no success, 
although backed by powerful friends of the 
War Manpower Commission. In case this 
program is continued, further discussion with 
responsible authorities is a matter which 
should be actively pursued by the A.L.A. 

„In contrast, the California State Library's 
monthly letter to county librarians reports 
“chiefs of divisions and assistants (of the 
Los Angeles County Library) who supervise 
have attended two ten-hour courses spon- 
sored by the board of supervisors and given 
by representatives of the War Manpower 
Commission on job relation training and job 
in-training. The follow-up to these courses 
entails an application of the principles to 
routine procedures and problems, with sim- 
plification. and efficiency as the objectives." 

Members of the subcommittee: Emma V. 


. Baldwin, Ethel Marion Fair, Lillian M. 


Gilbreth, Ruth E. Hammond, Paul Howard, 
Alton H. Keller, Arthur Monroe McAnally. 


Manoznv C. QuicLey, Chairman 


Board on Personnel Administration 


+ 

A critical shortage in personnel and an 
upward trend in salaries greatly affected all 
other personnel conditions in libraries during 
the final year of World War II. Because 
administrators were bargaining in a greatly 
depleted labor market both for clerical and 
professional staff members, they evidenced a 
marked increase in interest not only in what 
had to be paid to fill particular positions but 
also in the relationships of the salaries re- 
quired to the salaries of the staff as a whole. 
Several of the largest libraries adopted new 
salary schedules based on classification plans 
and a goodly number of medium-sized libra- 
ries either revised their compensation sched- 
ules or put a regular compensation plan into 
effect for the first time. The financial sit- 
uation of the staff in the small library was 
also improved. It should be noted that the 
salary scales in business, industry, and gov- 
ernment were so far in advance of those paid 
in most libraries that libraries were forced 


to meet competition more nearly or lose large 
numbers of their personnel. In some libraries 
where funds were so small or so rigidly 
earmarked that adjustments could not be 
made, it was necessary to curtail hours of 
opening in order to spread the personnel as 
far as possible. 


Tenure 


. The Board on Personnel Administration 
set as its major objective for the year the 
completion of its "Statement of Principles of 
Tenure.” This statement has been completed 
and will be sent in the early fall to a selected 
group of individuals for criticism. After 
revision, it will be printed in the ^Z.L.4. 
Bulletin for membership information and 
comment. The board plans to present the 
statement to the A.L.A. Council for adoption 
at the next annual conference. 

'The board has considerable data available 
for the preparation of its "Procedure for 
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Handling Tenure Cases" and expects to put 
this in final form within the next board year. 

No tenure case was investigated during 
1944-45; one situation, however, was studied 
in some detail. 


Civil Service 


Several libraries have been placed under 
civil service within this report year. It is 
interesting to note that some libraries have 
requested that they be placed under civil 
service in order to obtain pension benefits 
available to other municipal employees. X 

The Subcommittee on Civil Service Rela- 
tions has been very active in recent months 
in working on its book on civil service and 
libraries. The original plan ‘for the book 
was discarded in favor of a much more diffi- 
cult undertaking, namely, presenting in ques- 
tion and answer form, for the most part, the 
case for and against civil service in general 
and in its application to libraries. 

'The revised plan for the book was sub- 
^ mittéd to the board for approval The out- 
line was also presented to the board and to 
the Civil Service Assembly of the United 
States and Canada. One meeting on the out- 
line was held with J. J. Donovan, acting 
director of the Civil Service Assembly. 

'The subcommittee members in the Chicago 
area considered problems presented to them 
by several libraries, offered advice on the 
points raised, and also made general sugges- 
tions. 'The name of the subcommittee was 
changed by adding the word "relations" so 
that it would express its functions more ade- 
quately. 

Due to war conditions and travel restric- 
tions, the work of the two subcommittees in 
California has been hampered. The Sub- 
committee on Job Analysis of Duties sub- 
mitted, at the end of the board year, a list 
of the professional duties for several depart- 
ments and the descriptions of these tasks. 
"This project is of primary importance to the 
library profession as it will list and describe 
the professional, clerical, and subprofessional 
tasks performed in libraries. Not only will 
the duties be broken down into these three 
services but it is the goal of the subcommittee 
to express each duty description so clearly 
that neither the layman nor librarian will 
have difficulty in determining what those tasks 
listed as professional actually require in “li- 
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brary education as taught in a library school" 
for their proper performance. 

'The list of duties will also be used as the 
basis for tasks to be checked on a job analysis 
questionnaire and for the description of typi- 
cal tasks on position specifications. Within 
the coming report year the material will be 
sent to selected individuals for suggestion. 

'The other California subcommittee is the 
Subcommittee on Job Analysis Manual and 
Classification and Pay Plan Manual. This 
subcommittee is writing a manual on how to 
make a job analysis and set up a classifica- 
tion and pay plan for the library which can- 
not afford to bring in technicians to: do this 
work. The manual is to be primarily for 
the small and medium-sized libraries with 
staffs in full-time equivalent of five to fifty 
persons. 

'The service rating form prepared by the 
Subcommittee on Service Ratings is now 
being tested in several libraries. As soon as 
the results of the testing can be obtained, 
the subcommittee, although formally dis- 
charged in October 1944, will be asked to 
advise the board on the final form to be used. 

The sections on personnel which appeared 
in the various standards which were to be 
presented to the A.L.A. Council for adoption 
in October 1944 were studied by the board 
and suggestions were made in several in- 
stances. 

At the request of the Executive Board, the 
board .considered the desirability of the 
A.L.A.’s becoming a member of the National 
Council of Scientific, Professional, Art, and 
White Collar Organizations. 


Change in Name , 


In order that the functions of the board 
might be expressed more adequately in the 
name of the board, the A.L.A. Council voted 
in October 1944 to change the name from 
Board on Salaries, Staff, and Tenure to 
Board on Personnel Administration. This 
suggestion was, made by the Committee on 
Boards and Committees at the request of the 


board. 
Meetings 


'Two meetings of the board were held dur- 
ing the report year. The first, scheduled in 
connection with the October meeting of the 
A.L.A. Council, was primarily a meeting for 
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planning the year’s program of work. The 
second, held in May, was called particularly 
for Work on the “Statement of Principles of 
Tenure.” The board took this occasion, 
however, to discuss placement and personnel 
matters with Nathan R. Levin, surveyor of 
the Personnel Office. The chairman of the 
board spent a day in Chicago in March and 
another in July discussing board work with 
the executive assistant. 

'Ihe Chicago area members of the Sub- 
committee on Civil Service Relations met six 
times during the year to work on the forth- 
coming book on civil service and libraries. ^ 

The Subcommittee on Job Analysis of 
Duties met several times in Los Angeles to 
work on its project. ` 


Membership 


Louis M. Nourse was elected chairman of 
the board succeeding Amy Winslow, who 
completed her term of membership on the 
board. Clara Wells Herbert was appointed 
by the Executive Board to the board for a 
five-year term and Errett Weir McDiarmid 
was appointed for a four-year period to com- 
plete the term of Ralph A. Ulveling who re- 
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signed due to his additional commitments as 
First Vice President and President-Elect of 
the A.L.A. Other members of the board: 
Josie Batcheller Houchens and Eleanor M. 
Witmer. 

Members of the Subcommittee on Civil 
Service Relations: Nathan R. Levin, chair- 
man, Isabel DuBois, Leo R. Etzkorn, Ger- 
trude E. Gscheidle, Lowell Martin, Eleanor 
Plain, Thelma Reid, Ruth H. Shapiro, Grin- 
ton I. Will, Mrs. Elizabeth Lewis Wright. 

Members of the Subcommittee on Job 
Analysis Manual and Classification and Pay 
Plan Manual: Mrs. Eleanor Hitt Morgan, 
chairman, Joyce G. Backus, John Dale Hen- 
derson, Mrs. Geraldine L. Nurney, Grace 
R. Taylor, : 

Members of the Subcommittee on Job 
Analysis of Duties: M rs. Eleanor Hitt Mor- 
gan, chairman, Roberta Bowler, Mrs. Theo- 
dora R. Brewitt, John Dale Henderson, Mrs. 
Dorothy Engstrum Rosen. 

'The report and list of members of the 
Joint Subcommittee on Job Evaluation and 
Training appear on pages 382-83. 

Louis M. Nourse, Chairman 
HazeL B. TIMMERMAN, Executive Assistant 


Personnel Office 


The turnover in libraries this past year 
has been very great, statistically probably as 
large or larger than at any time in the past 
two decades. Not only was the turnover 
marked by the number of changes and the 
dearth of people but it was also unusual be- 
cause of changes in chief librarianships and 
directorships. Baltimore, Worcester, Library 
of Congress, Oregon State System of Higher 
Education, University of California, Univer- 
sity' of Texas, Graduate Library School of 
the University of Chicago, Northwestern 
University, College of the City of New 
York, and Western Reserve University are 
but the beginning of any such list. 

As World War II went into its final stage 
the need for manpower became acute. The 
requirements of the armed forces and war 
_ industries had to be met first, and other types 
of employment were placed in a critical con- 
dition. The period was therefore marked 
by much turnover, positions left vacant for 
considerable periods, the use of temporary 


workers, some reduction in educational and 
: D 


other prerequisites for positions, and salaries 
for beginners practically equivalent to the 
figure considered to be the average salary 
for all professional librarians prior to the 
war. The salaries received by the 1945 
classes in library schools again topped, the 
salaries paid those graduating a year ago by 
several*hundred dollars. Clerical and sub- 
professional staffs were subject to greater 
turnover than the professional staff. The 
salaries paid by most libraries for such work 
did not compare favorably with the salaries 
these same persons could obtain in war in- 
dustry and in business. 

'Two questions constantly recurred in let- 
ters and in interviews throughout the year: 
What must be paid in order to replace the 
person who has left, and how must salaries 
of other staff members be revised to care for 
this increase in beginning pay? Because ad. 
ministrators were forced to consider salary 
schedules in relation to individual replace- 
ments and because they were also making 
personnel plans for the postwar period, much 
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has been accomplished in improving salaries 
this year. Several large libraries have 
adopted new salary schedules and a few have 
revised their classification and pay plans. 
'The progress in the medium-sized library has 
been even more marked as many of these 
libraries have for the first time really 
adopted salary schedules. Few small libraries 
have regular salary schedules; however, 
salary increases have been prevalent in these 
libraries as well. Through the advice given 
the administrators the Personnel Office has 
had an opportunity to help libraries put into 
operation salary schedules far superior to 
those previously in force and to increase the 
general level of salaries paid librarians as 
well as to raise salaries for individual posi- 
tions. : 
Other questions on salaries which are 
typical of the type of question received have 
been: What percentage of the total budget 
is it proper to use for the salary budget dur- 
ing the war period? Should librarians set up 
different salary schedules for single and mar- 
ried persons? What salary should a head 
cataloger receive in a library system when 
there is also a head of technical processes? 
Should.not the A.L.A. have a personnel con- 
sultant who could go to libraries and aid 
them ín setting up classification and pay plans 
and other procedures needed for the develop- 
ment of proper personnel administration in 
libraries? How does an individual library 
which cannot afford to bring in a personnel 
technician make a job analysis and classifica- 
tion and pay plan which will be satisfactory? 
How should a system of cost-of-living ad- 
justments be administrated in addition to the 
increment plan of the salary schedule? 
Although the greatest number of requests 
had to do with salaries, questions were also 
raised on hours of work, payment for over- 
time, holidays, vacations, the practice of giv- 
'ing terminal vacations, civil service, the 
proper percentage of administrators to the 
professional staff, immigration regulations, 
staff associations, library unions, employment 
' of married women, librarians born in Canada 
now working in the U.S., the practice of giv- 
ing librarians honorary degrees, and oppor- 
tunities in library work for the physically 
handicapped. 
'The Personnel Office continued to pre- 
pare the annual and quarterly lists of A.L.A. 


‘members in the armed forces. 
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A special list 
of armed forces personnel was made for Col. 
Ray L. Trautman. i 

"Work was continued on the foreign library 
service roster and material from the roster 
was used in connection with several positions 
during the war. 

.In addition to the requests from foreign 
countries, requests for persons to fill positions 
were received from forty-two states and the 
District of Columbia. 

The demands continued for librarians to 
work with the armed forces in camps and 
hospitals. In addition, there were numerous 
opportunities for librarians in the federal 
service and in war industries. Persons with 
knowledge of science, technology, and busi- 
ness subjects were greatly in demand. It is 
interesting to note also that the need was as 
marked as ever before for catalogers, chil- 
dren’s and school librarians. 

Because of the shortage of properly quali- 
fied personnel, librarians, like business and 
industry, tried new methods and sources of 
recruitment. The A.L.A. offered for the first 
time paid advertising space in the 4.L.4. 
Bulletin to employers and persons wishing to 
change positions. Some libraries used ad- 
vertisements in local newspapers and periodi- 
cals and a few used the radio for this 
purpose. 


Emergency Measures Adopted 


As the shortage of professionally trained 


_ librarians became more acute, employers not 


only called more frequently on the services 
of the Personnel Office but often asked sev- 
eral times for additional suggestions for the 
same positions. These increased demands, 
the constantly changing list of registrants, and 
the depleted Personnel Office secretarial staff 
made it necessary in the late spring to adopt 
certain emergency measures in order to carry 
on the placement service. 

It was decided to cut down the information 
sent directly to the employer and to require 
the registrant to furnish certain data. There- 
fore, the employer was sent merely the name, 
address, current position, library school at- 
tended, and comments from references for 
each individual suggested. The registrant 
was asked to furnish data concerning educa- 
tion, experience, subject and language equip- 
ment, and general information such as age, 
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marital status, citizenship, and Salary. 

Although this has enabled the Personnel 
Office to carry on in the emergency, it is not 
a satisfactory method of procedure and should 
be continued only for the present emergency. 
Consideration is being given to several meth- 
ods of handling which will free the Person- 
nel Office from returning completely to the 
former method and at the same time furnish 
the employer with the complete file of in- 
formation. 


Survey 


At the special request of the A.L.A. Head- 
quarters staff, Amy Winslow, member of the 
Executive Board and immediate past chair- 
man of the Board on Salaries, Staff, and 
Tenure, spent two and one-half days in Chi- 
cago' in September 1944 reviewing the place- 
ment and personnel work of the Personnel 
Office. On her recommendation the Execu- 
tive Board voted in October that the Clement 
V. Ritter Bequest be used for an intensive 
survey of the work of the Personnel Office 
and for the employment of a temporary full- 
time professional assistant. 

In February Nathan R. Levin agreed to 
act as surveyor. By Executive Board and 
Council vote the survey ‘is to be reviewed by 
the Board on Personnel Administration and 
a committee of three chosen by Council vote 
consisting of Arnold H. Trotier, chairman, 
Margaret Jean Clay, and Helene H. Rogers. 
The survey was not finished at the end of 
the report year. In order to have current 
information on placement methods, the chief 
of the Personnel Office, with the chief of 
the Department of Library Education and 
‘Personnel, again visited three placement 
agencies in the Chicago area in the late fall: 
a teachers agency, a college placement bureau, 
and a commercial agency. 


Staff y 


The temporary full-time professional as- 
sistant authorized by the Executive Board in 
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October could not be appointed because of 
the restrictions made in the Chicago area by 
the War Manpower Commission regarding 
the employment of additional full-time em- 
ployees. Accordingly, three librarians were 
employed for temporary periods varying from 
six weeks to three months: H. Carolyn How- 
ard,. assistant professor, Department of 
Librarianship New York State College for 
'Teachers, Albany; Mae Graham, acting di- 
rector, Department of Library Science, Col- 
lege of William and Mary, Williamsburg, 
Va.; and Mrs. Amy Wood Nyholm served 
in this capacity. 

'The turnover in the secretarial service 
continued throughout the year. The four 
full-time positions were held by six persons 
during the period. Two persons resigned 
because of home conditions and two to ac- 
cept positions offering much better financial 
‘rewards than the A.L.A. could offer. The 
salaries available for two positions were so 
low in comparison with salaries offered by 
business and industry that both remained 
vacant from two to three months. Persons 
available for temporary work were used when 
it was found that permanent employees could 
not be obtained in the very tight labor market 
during the last stages of World War II. 
'The output of such workers naturally does 
not equal that of fegular staff, and the 
amount of supervision required is greatly 
increased. ‘These two features also compli-. 
cated the problems of the office. 


M 


Change in Name 


In order to avoid confusion between the 
names of the divisions of A.L.A. and the 
names of the divisions at A:L.A. Headquar- 
ters, it was decided to change the names of 
the divisions at A.L.A. Headquarters by 
dropping the word "division" and substitut- 
ing the word “office.” The Personnel Di- 
vision's. name was, therefore, changed to that 
of Personnel Office. . 

Haze. B. Timmerman, Chief 
Personnel Office 


Cooperation with the Book and Author War Bond Committee 


This committee is in its third year of ac- 
tivity. It is representative of book interests— 
authors, publishers, the book trade, and li- 
brarians. Its purpose is to encourage the 


purchase and holding of war bonds. Its in- 
fluence has been exerted through war bond 
rallies, over seventy of which have been held 
in the larger cities of the nation and from 
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which over $160,000,000 in bonds have been 
sold. 

For the Sixth War Loan in November- 
December 1944, it was suggested that a plan 
for interesting libraries in bond sales be tried, 
as a limited plan tried in Connecticut and 
Indiana during the previous loan drive had 
been successful Librarians in twenty-one 
states were active, headed by a library and a 
state finance chairman. Although $3,790,326 
in war bonds were sold in libraries, it was 
decided to give primary attention to the edu- 
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cational position of libraries in future loans. 
Educational kits were sent to over six thou- 
sand libraries in the Seventh War Loan, and 
a new kit is in preparation to send out for 
the Eighth "Victory" Loan coming the latter 
part of 1945. 

Members of the committee: Mrs. Mar- 
garet Culkin Banning, Harold F. Brigham, 
Mildred Bruder, Katharine Shorey, Mrs. 
May V. Kunz Valencik, Katharine H. Wead. 


Lovis J. Bairgv, Chairman 


Refugee Librarians 


During 1944-45 ‘a small number of refugees 
have discussed with the Committee on Refugee 
Librarians the possibility of library training; 
some who are not satisfactorily placed have 
applied for advice in finding suitable employ- 
ment; and others have asked for direction 
with regard to further research and the 
publication of books and articles. 

With the decrease in the number of refu- 
gees coming to this country the work of the 
committee has, of course, decreased propor- 
tionately. It was, therefore, decided that 
this is an appropriate time to review the pro- 
cedures employed in guiding these newcomers 
in their efforts to establish themselves in 
library work in this country, to evaluate the 
contributions this group has made to the 
library profession, and to report on the re- 

` sults of this investigation. It is hoped that 
in such a report employers will find addi- 
tional ways of using the services of these 
people advantageously and that the refugees 


themselves will find suggestions of new fields 
of library work of interest to them. It is also 
hoped that procedures may be discovered 
which will save time and emotional strain in 
the adjustment of any similar group which 
may come to this country when the quota 
restrictions will permit. In undertaking this 
study the committee has had the cooperation 
of the Committee for Study of Recent Im- 


migration and the Special Libraries Associa- 


tion, as well as of a considerable number of 
the refugees themselves. 

Funds from the Sarah C. N. Bogle Mem- 
orial Fund were not made available to the com- 
mittee this year and therefore no award to 
a library school student was made. 

Members of the committee: Rice Estes, 
Lydia M. Gooding, Felix E. Hirsch, Rudolph 
Hirsch (in absentia), Mrs. Alice S. Plaut, 
Margery C. Quigley, Ruth Savord, Eleanor 
M. Witmer. 

Mrs. BEATRICE BERGEN LIBAIRE, Chairman 


| Staff Organizations Round Table 


In November 1944 Miss Shapiro was in 
Cleveland and on November 16 a committee 
meeting was held at which Miss Stibitz, Miss 
Root, Mrs. Proctor, and Miss Shapiro were 
present. At that time a statement was pre- 
pared on why library staffs should organize 
and a sample constitution for library staff 
organizations was drawn up. Two amend- 
ments were also submitted to the membership: 
one allowing for individual membership for 
library employees in libraries where there was 
no staff organization, and the other permit- 
ting the steering committee to replace mem- 
bers of the committee who resign between 


conferences of the A.L.A. 

Officers for 1944-45: Steering Committee: 
chairman, Ruth H. Shapiro, Milwaukee Pub- 
lic Library; secretary-treasurer, Mildred T. 
Stibitz, Dayton Public Library; bulletin edi- 
tor, Donna L. Root, Cleveland Public Li- 
brary; membership chairman, Mrs. Margia 
W. Proctor, Buffalo Public Library; Mar- 
garet Gabriel Hickman, Los Angeles Public 
Library. Because they were no longer em- 
ployed in libraries which had staff organiza- 
tions, Rice Estes and Barbara Praél resigned 
from the committee. 

Ruts H. Suapiro, Chairman 
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Library Administration 


This committee has for its purpose "to 


consider and report improvements in any de- 
partment of library adniinistration not spe- 
cifically assigned to another committee.” 

This statement of purpose may indicate 
that there are many fields of activity for the 
committee. On the contrary, however, there 
are few phases of library administration which 
are not covered by some special committee. 
Hence, there has seemed nothing urgent to 
be undertaken this year. 

Two members of the committee attended 


’ 


the Council meeting in October, and at that 
time met with Julia Wright Merrill to dis- 
cuss possible future activities. 

Members of the committee: James E. 
Bryan, Verner Warren Clapp, (Miss) Perrie 
Jones, William Kaye Lamb, Cecil J. McHale, 
Viola R, Maihl, N. Orwin Rush. 

The report and list of members of the 
Subcommittee on Job Evaluation and Train- 
ing appear on pages 382-83. 


Rutu E. HAMMOND, Chairman 


Insurance for Libraries : 


Since receiving the recent A.L.A. request 
for suggestions which could usefully affect 
postwar buildings, the members of this com- 
mittee have put their heads together (no small 
achievement, considering that their geography 
ranges from New Hampshire to California) 
and make these suggestions: 


i. Urge that an insurance specialist work as 
a consultant with the architect, builder, and 
library executives. The purpose—to include all 
construction safeguards recommended by in- 
surance experience. Such close and careful at- 
tention could mean a définite saving in insurance 
premiums over a period of years. It might 
even be the difference between safety and a 
costly fire. 1 

2. Where postwar plans include revision of 
present buildings, it may be well worth while 
to bring in an expert to see if there are sufficient 
changes in the building under consideration to 
bring abóut fewer hazards,.and thus result in 
a reduction in rates. 

3. Look into the values, uses, and costs of a 
maximum security storage room for choice li- 
brary items. Be sure it is properly heated and 
ventilated, 

4. Study thoroughly the surroundings of a 
potential library site. How is the community 
growing? In what direction? With what qual- 
ity of building construction? These directly 
indicate fire hazards and control insurance rates. 

5. Urge that an adequate continuing insur- 
ance program be planned alongside and con- 
current with a new building program. 

6. Investigate early the municipal and state 
building codes in all planning and installation. 


Follow them through and you will pretty surely 
achieve a plant that is basically safe, but in 
construction and subsequent ase. 

7. Fireproof always—everywhere.' Stress and 
put this into practice. ` 

8. Don't clutter attics; in fact, don't build 
attics, except as such space may be needed for 
insulation or to house ventilating apparatus, 
elevator equipment, and such material, 

9. Seal off heating plant and fuel storage, 
because greatest fire hazard is there. 

io. Don't experiment with new and untried 
building materials. Let the high-pressure sales- 
man do that. 

rr, The de luxe fundamental in all planning: 
keep the mind free to search far and wide for 
the practical answer. It may not be the ex- 
pected one. 


Joseph J. Comi, a member of this com- 
mittee, is working with the New Hampshire 
Board of Fire Underwriters on à program of 
better fire protection for libraries in that 
state. 

'Theodore S. Hills suggests the possibility 
of "persuading individual builders to put up 
specialy designed buildings, suitable for li- 
brary purposes, that could be leased on a 
fairly long-term basis. The Cleveland Public 
Library has successfully entered into such 
arrangements in several instances, and there 
is no reason. why other libraries, without 
ample funds or which, perhaps for other 
reasons, do not wish to build, could not do so. 
Such libraries have fully as much need for 
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good insurance counsel in negotiating leases 
of this kind as those intending to build or 
purchase their own buildings. This thought 
might perhaps be developed in a general dis- 
cussion of postwar plans.” 


Mrs. Dorothea M. Singer, chief reviser, 


School of Library Service, Columbia Univer- 
sity, is at work on the manuscript of a 
“Manual of Insurance Procedure for Li- 
braries," sponsored by the A.L.A. Executive 
Board and the Committee on Insurance for 
Libraries. She holds degrees in law and in 


Library Architecture and Building Planning 


. During the past year, the committee’s ac- 
tivities were as follows: 


(1) The committee was polled as to the 
advisability of producing a handbook on library 
lighting. Members reported that in their esti- 
mation there had not been sufficient technological 
development of lighting devices ‘to provide 
enough new information on this highly involved 
subject to warrant such a publication 

(2) It supplemented the excellent library 
planning service maintained at A.L.A. Head- 
quarters and headed there by Elizabeth E. 
Baker. Scores of requests for help were 
handled, using the comprehensive A.L.A. files, 
pictures, and plans. These requests came from 
many places in Canada as well as throughout 
the United States 

(3) In October the chairman wrote to the 
Architectural Forum outlining the desirability 
of library buildings as war memorials. His 
letter appeared in the December 1944 issue of 
that publication 

(4) Through correspondence, the relation- 
ship between this committee and the Committee 
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library science and, in addition to her work 
at Columbia, has qualified for an insurance 
broker’s license in New York State. The 
committee was fortunate to find such a well- 
equipped person to do this technically spe- 
cialized job. " 

Members of the committee: James E. 
Bryan, Gilbert A. Cam, Joseph J. Comi, 
'Thomas S. Dabagh,. Theodore S. Hills, Car- 
rie Maude Jones. 


DONALD KENNETH CAMPBELL, Chairman 


| 
on College and University Library Buildings of 
the Association of College and Reference Li- 
braries was clarified. As a result, future efforts 
should be cooperative and not overlapping 

(5) It considered the practicability of com- 
piling a list of consultant library architects, 
similar to the list of librarians qualified to serve 
as consultants on building planning projects. 
The latter list is on file at A.L.A. Headquarters. 
There are a number of difficulties attached to 
the drafting of such a list but it may be possible 
this next year to secure help from those on the 
consultant list so that all sections of the country 
are adequately and fairly covered. 


The year has been an extremely active one 
in terms of postwar building planning. It is 
hoped that the committee has played its part 
in answering the many inquiries for guidance. 

Members of the committee: Paul S. Bal- 
lance, Lydia Margaret Barrette, Alfred Mor- 
ton Githens, Howard L. Hughes, Ernest J. 
Reece, Elizabeth M. Smith. 

. RUSSELL J. SCHUNK, Chairman 


Library Equipment and Appliances 


The project started in the previous year 


has now reached the stage where the com-, 


mittee can make available to inventors, manu- 
facturers, and dealers in library supplies and 
equipment a preliminary list of items which 
librarians feel should be invented for their 
use, as well as a list of suggested improve- 
ments in existing equipment. Plans have been 
made to call attention to these through the 
various trade papers, with the hope that when 
our needs are better known libraries will 
benefit, 

In 1943 Ralph R. Shaw suggested that the 


A.L.A. arrange for "exhaustive tests on the 
application of library machinery to all con- 
ceivable library processes.” The committee 
repeats last year’s recommendation that the 
feasibility of this undertaking be investigated 
when conditions warrant., 

Members of the committee: Anna M. Bor- 
den, Constance R. S. Ewing, Florence C. 
Fuchs, Marguerite L. Gates, Loeta Lois 
Johns, Cornelia Dyer Plaister, J. Vernon 
Steinmann. 


MARGUERITE E. PUTNAM, Chairman 
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Subcommittee to Study the Use of Punched 
Card Procedures in. Libraries 


The subcommittee has kept in close touch 
with production, changes, and adaptation of 
I.B.M. to libraries through Marian Elliott, 
of the Washington, D.C., office. The Library 
of Congress is studying the extension of ma- 
chine accounting to order work in addition 
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to pay roll and staff time records. Columbia 
University has retrenched in application of 
I.B.M. records to order work. All applica- 
tion has been impeded by lack of available 
equipment and staff, 

Members of the committee: David H. Clift 
and Ralph R. Shaw. 


Joun HeELenpeck Moriarty, Chairman 


Statistics 


For the third year the position of statistical 
assistant was vacant, for financial reasons. 
However, collection of the usual annual sta- 
tistical reports from public libraries, institu- 
tions of higher education, and school libraries 
was carried on by clerical workers under the 
direction of the chief of the department, and 
the returns were organized in files. 

Tabulation of these reports was omitted, 
after attempts for two years to produce 
compilations by calling on volunteer workers 
or assigning a staff member of another office 
for part time. Lack of this important factual 
data led to a flood of complaints, and the 
Executive Board is giving serious considera- 
tion to the future of the activity. In the 
meantime, more librarians than usual have 
come to Headquarters to secure needed data. 

Possibility of a self-supporting or subscrip- 
tion statistical service was considered in Oc- 
tober 1944 by the Statistics Committee and 
the Executive Board. It was referred to a 


special committee of the board, headed by 
Ralph A. Ulveling. 'The latter organized a 
local group of advisers with G. Flint Purdy as 
chairman. Circularization of libraries con- 
cerning such a project may be the next step. 

A form for county library statistics, which 
had been in preparation for some years, was 
approved in principle by the Council, October 
1944, and the Statistics Committee was au- 
thorized to continue negotiations with the 
U.S. Office of Education which had accepted 
and printed' other uniform statistical report 
forms. 

A form was set up T considered by the 
Statistics Committee for collection of special 
data on public library service to Negroes, as 
suggested by Mrs, Eliza Atkins Gleason. 
Grorce C. ALLEZ, Chairman 
Statistics Committee 
Jùria WmicHT MERRILL, Chief 
Department of Information and Advisory 
Services 


I ntellectual Freedom to Safeguard the Rights of Library 
. Users to Freedom of Inquiry 


With the approval of the A.L.A. Execu- 
tive Board and Council, the committee formu- 
lated a statement “On Defending the 
.Freedom to Read in Libraries" and requested 
its publication by ‘national and state library 
periodicals. The response was excellent and 
the statement received wide publicity. 
Through this statement librarians were in- 
vited to report to the committee incidents of 
attempted interference with the provision of 
books or periodicals, and it was hoped that 
such reports would make up the bulk of the 
committee’s annual statement. 

Up to the present time very few incidents 
have been reported, and the committee has 
been requested not to publicize them. The 


^ 


lack of information about such incidents may 
mean that they do not exist—that librarians 
are generally free from interference in their 
book selection practices. On the other hand, 
it may mean that librarians do not care to 
report interference. Or, finally, it may mean 
that librarians are so cautious in policies of 
book selection that they avoid "incidents" be- 
fore they have a chance to occur. Whatever 
the meaning, the fact remains that the,com- 
mittee has received very little indication of 
interference with the freedom to read in li- 
braries. 

It may be noted that since.book selection 
policies are so closely tied up with the 
presence or absence of censorship and since 
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such policies are largely the responsibility of 
library boards, the committee might well col- 
laborate with the Trustees Division in de- 
veloping procedures for extending maximum 
freedom in book selection. The resumption 
of annual conferences by the A.L.A. might 
afford an opportunity for consultation and for 
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jointly working out methods for the maximum 
observation of the. Library’s Bill of Rights. 
Members of the committee: Mrs. Emily 
Miller Danton, Frederic G. Melcher, Jens 
Nyholm, Ruth Rutzen, Mrs. Marian D. 

'Tomlinson. 
Leon Carnovsky, Chairman 


Work Relief Projects 


The Committee on Work Relief Projects 
was appointed by the Council in October 
1944 to assemble and digest what librarians 
have learned from their ten years’ experience 
with W.P.A. A summary of their recom- 
mendations includes: 


r. That there shall be a national director of 
work relief projects for libraries, who shall be 
a trained librarian of vision and experience 

2. That all library projects be organized on 
a state-wide basis under a state director of 
library projects with library training and ex- 
perience, who works under the state director 
of all work relief projects 

3. That the state library agency shall be the 
official sponsor of every work relief project for 
libraries and shall be responsible for formulat- 
ing a state-wide library program which shall 
incorporate all existing plans approved by li- 
brary associations or planning boards 

4. That the national and state directors of 
library projects and their administrative assist- 
ants, not drawn from relief rolls, shall be as- 
sured the usual federal civil service allowances 
of sick leave, vacation, etc, to avoid excessive 
turnover in these supervisory positions 

5. That a campaign of information and educa- 
tion be launched by the A.L.A. among state 
library agencies as soon as the character of the 
federal program is indicated 


6. That citizen groups be interested to under- 
stand and promote the library projects 

7. 'That library projects be organized for the 
avowed purpose of stimulating more complete 
and permanent library service as a regular pub- 
lie function and that bookmobile demonstrations, 
etc, be maintained on work relief for no longer 
than a year before seeking tax support by an 
election 

8. That a state personnel agency be estab- 
lished by the state director of library projects 
and the sponsor, with approved methods of 
selecting, assigning, training, and supervising 
workers so that they are untouched by political 
favoritism 

9. That the national work relief agency be 
endowed by Congress with sufficient stable 
authority to establish rules for selection of work- 
ers on relief, their hours, and types of employ- 
ment, to avoid constant changes in rules and 
rigid provisions which make it impossible to 
assign people to the most needed work or to 
what best suits their capacities. ` 


Members of the committee: Georgie G. 
McAfee, Martha Manier Parks, Benjamin 
Edward Powell, Catharine Miles Yerxa, Lee 
F. Zimmerman. 


ALTHEA H. Warren, Chairman 


Trustees Division 


“Speaking for the Trustees,” a statement of 
present and postwar policy for trustees, writ- 
ten by Margaret Southwick, trustee of the 
Public Library, Gary, Ind., and adopted by 
the officers of the Trustees Division at their 
meeting, Oct. 13, 1944, was one of the chief 
accomplishments of the division this year. 
Copies were sent to state trustees’ associa- 
tions and to state and provincial library ex- 
tension agencies. It was reprinted in thirteen 
state library bulletins and numbers of copies 
have been sent out from A.L.A. Headquarters 
to district and state library meetings and to 
librarians for use with their trustees. 


Trustee support of the Library Develop- 
ment Fund and the A.L.A. Committee on 
Relations with Business Groups was endorsed 
by the Executive Committee. 

Marion Packard, former trustee of the 
Flushing, Mich., Public Library, made a gift 
of two thousand dollars to the Michigan 
Library Association for use in promoting the ` 
work with trustees in Michigan. i 

Post-War Standards for Public Libraries 
was the basis for trustee articles this year. 
The articles were written from the point of 
view of trustee responsibility toward these 
standards. The following were published in 
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the 4.L.4. Bulletin during the year: “The 
Trustee, the Library, and the Public" by 
James M. Rosenthal March 1945; “A 
Trustee’s View of Postwar Building" by 
H. A. Knowlson, April 1945; “The Good 
'Trustee" by Margaret Culkin Banning, May 
1945. Five more articles based on these 
standards are on the publishing docket for 
the coming year. Reprints of “The Good 
Trustee” were made for distribution. “The 
committee appreciated the untiring help of 
Margaret Fulmer who has carried: the ball 
and followed through on the correspondence 
which was surprisingly large for such a small 
job We thank the editor of the Bulletin, 
Lucile Deaderick, for the consideration she 
has given trustees, and also Julia Wright 
Merrill for her advice and direction. We 
hope the trustee articles are of sufficient value 
to warrant space in the Bulletin. We invite 
suggestions and discussion,” reports Mrs. 
Samuel Mitchell, chairman of the Editorial 
Committee. 

The Nominating Committee, of which Mrs. 


, 


Mary C. Knaus was chairman and Mrs. 
Frederic A. Besley and Mrs. Edith E. Burt 
were members, met at A.L.A. Headquarters 
on March 3 to draw up a slate of officers.for. 
the 1945-46 ballot. Ballots and biographical 
information about the candidates were mailed 
to the 446 members of the Trustees Division. 
A list of the new officers appeared on page 
277 of the September 4.0.4. Bulletin. 

'Three trips east during the year—a per- 
sonal business trip in September and two 
business trips in April and May—gave the 
chairman the opportunity to meet informally 
with trustees in Buffalo, Brooklyn, Detroit, 
New York City Newark, Rochester, and 
Washington, D.C. 'Through the courtesy of 
William E. Marcus, trustee of the Free Pub- 
lic Library, Montclair, N.J., ground was 
broken and valuable contacts were made for 
A.L.A. jr 

The executive secretary of the Trustees 
Division was Mrs. Paul W. Cook. 


AwpnEW B. LzMKE, Chairman 


Jury on Citation of Trustees 


The annual selection of two library trus- 
tees for citations for distinguished service is 
based on nominations made by individual trus- 
tees, state trustee groups, state library associ- 
ations, or state library agencies. These 
names, accompanied by a record of achieve- 
ment, are reviewed by a jury of five: three 
trustees and two librarians appointed annually 
by the president of the A.L.A. 

Mrs. A. W. Errett, Jr., of Kewanee, IIL, 
and M. M. Harris, of San Antonio, Tex., 
were the two chosen for citations in I945. 
Charles Whedbee, trustee of the North Caro- 
lina Library Commission, Hartford, who was 
chosen in 1942 but wished to defer receiving 
his citation until he could attend an A.L.A. 
conference, died in June 1945. His citation 
was sent to his son, Silas Whedbee, by Lau- 
rance J. Harwood, chairman of the jury in 
1942. 

In the effort to secure a large number of 
nominations, the jury wrote letters to all the 
trustee members of A.L.A., to the chairmen 
of state trustee associations, to the presidents 
of state library associations, and to state li- 
brary agencies, requesting them to submit 
nominations, The same request appeared in 


E 


the 4.L.A. Bulletin, Library Journal, Wilson 
Library Bulletin, and several state library 
bulletins. 

After Mar. 1, 1945, no more nominations 
could be accepted. From the data submitted 
with each name proposed, each juror made 
his choices, and the citations of fifty words 
or less, framed by the jury, were sent to the 
engraver. On June 22, in the new home of 
A.L.A. at 50 E. Huron St., Chicago, the two 
trustees were introduced .by thé chairman of 
the jury and awarded the beautiful illumi- 
nated citations by the incoming President of 
A.L.A. 

All the correspondence (and it was very 
considerable), all the executive detail inci- 
dent to records, engraving, timing, and 
coordination were handled at A.L.A. Head- 
quarters under the supervision of Margaret 
Fulmer, public library specialist. All trus- 
tees are indebted to liberal A.L.A. policy for 
the dignity and the warmth with which the 
entire proceeding was invested. From the 
sound foundation laid by the first jury, of 
which Laurance J. Harwood was chairman, 
successful procedures have been worked out. 
An underlying purpose of this award is the 
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highlighting of superior service by some trus- 
tees, in order that the values which trustees 
may bring to the library will be more fully 
realized by all. 


: OCTOBER 15, 1945 


Members of the committee: B. F, Coen, 
Laurance J. Harwood, Mrs. Gretchen Knief 
Schenk, Hannah Severns. 

Mns. Marian D. TowriNsoN, Chairman 


Friends of. Libraries 


New Friends of Libraries groups are being 
organized throughout the country with more 
enthusiasm than usual, according to reports 
received at A.L.A. Headquarters. They are 
promoting new library buildings and county 
libraries, raising money to buy more books, 
helping to secure increased appropriatioris and 
legislation for state-wide library service. It 
seems that librarians and trustees are making 
the same discovery Benjamin Franklin did 
when he organized the first subscription li- 


brary. Wrote Mr. Franklin: 


'The objections and reluctances I met with in 
soliciting the subscriptions made me soon feel 
the impropriety of presenting one's self as the 
proposer of any useful project. . . . I therefore 
put myself as much as I could out of sight and 
stated it as a scheme of a number of friends 
who had requested me to go about and propose 
it to such as they thought lovers of reading. In 
this way my affair went on more smoothly, and 
I ever afterward practised it on such occasions, 
and, from my frequent successes, can heartily 
recommend it, 


’ 


This year the activities of many Friends 
groups deserve mention, but only a few can 
be reported here due to the wartime paper 
shortage. 

The Friends of the Seattle Public Library 
sponsored a series of book reviews and dis- 
cussions of racial minorities and racial rela- 
tions, Feb. 8-Apr. 12, 1945. The reviews of 
Carey McWilliams’ books aroused lively 
discussion of the Japanese-American prob- 
lem. “This is a good example, I believe, of 
the part a Friends group can play in helping 
the library to handle the discussion of con- 
troversial subjects," writes John S. Richards, 
librarian. 

Three thousand members of the Adams 
‘County Free Library Association, Gettysburg, 
Pa., stimulated by the Gettysburg College 
Library, of which John Howard Knicker- 
bocker is librarian, are working for a free 
county library. The campaign is front-page 
news for the Gettysburg Times. 

The Citizens Library Committee of Bran- 
don, Man., Canada, reported success in its 


campaign for a new public library for Bran- 
don. 

When $6000 was lacking, after a quiet 
solicitation from public-spirited citizens, to 
complete the total of $56,000 required ‘for a 
new building to replace the ancient Sprague 
House Branch of the Providence Public Li- 
brary; the branch advisory committee or- 
ganized a neighborhood "doorbell-ringing" 
campaign and collected the sum desired. Each 
branch library in Providence has a similar 
advisory committee—a Friends of Libraries 
group. 

The Friends of Music Committee of the 
Denver Public Library purchased music books 
for the main library and its branches and, in : 
four branches, sponsored music programs for 
children to increase appreciation and enjoy- 
ment of music. 

An auction of donated books and auto- 
graphed materials and displays to encourage 
memorial book collections were sponsored by 
the Friends of the Rosenberg Library, Gal- 
veston, Tex., during Book Week, 1945. 

Robert Frost spoke at a public meeting 
sponsored by the Friends of the Library of 
Duke University. 

The literary papers of George W. Cable, 
including a number of letters and the original 
manuscripts of most of Cable’s better-known 
works, were acquired by Friends of Howard- 
Tilton Memorial Library of Tulane Uni- 
versity. 

The Kentucky Citizens League, now 
Friends of Kentucky Libraries, has recently 
reorganized, setting up twenty regional groups 
to coincide with the new regional plan for the 
state. 

Washington Friends of the Library sup- 
ported the successful campaign for state aid. 

Members of the committee: John G. Bar- 
row, Alice Louise Brunat, Mrs. Gertrude 
Gilbert Drury, Mrs. Mary M. Gillham, 
Francis H. Henshaw, Clara B. Johnson, 
Frances Hamerton Kelly, Laura Elsa Loeber, 
Robert Alexander Miller, Mrs. Catharine 
Culver Mulberry, Helene H. Rogers, Eleanor 
Touhey. 

CLARENCE E. SHERMAN, Chairman 
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Special Libraries and Services 
AALL. and ALA. 


(Joint Committee) 


For the past several years the Joint Com- 
mittee of the A.A.L.L. and the A.L.A. has 
been practically inoperative, mainly because 
of the fact that there were no conferences 
and its members were without personal con- 
tact. However, the committee does not 
recommend its discontinuance at this time 
because it feels that there is a function for 
it even in the absence of general meetings 
and because it is believed that with renewed 
conference activities after the war a com- 
mittee should be in existence to handle prob- 
lems which affect the two organizations. 

The- committee recognizes the need for 
certain publications of interest to members of 
both the A.L.A. and the A.A.L.L. Foremost 
among them is a list of suggested law refer- 
ence material for public and other general 
libraries and of current legal publications 
which should be available in such libraries. 
A corresponding list, of limited scope, of 
general reference material for use in law 
libraries appeared in the May 1944 issue of 
the Law Library Journal, p. 61. Although 
the publication of such a list does not lie 
within the scope of the purposes for which 
the committee was established, the committee 
feels that it should call the desirability for 
such a publication to the attention of the 


Publishing Department of the A.L.A. 

As a basic condition for active cooperation 
between the A.L.A. and A.A.L.L., the com- 
mittee renews its recommendation that the 
annual conferences of the two associations 
be held at the same time and place and that 
programs be arranged without conflict in such 
a way that members of either organization‘ 
can participate in meetings of the other which 
are of interest to them in their special field. 

To integrate the activities of the two as- 
sociations further, members of either organi- 
zation who are especially interested in some 
particular phase of the work of the other 
organization, should be encouraged to join 
it. Members of the A.A.L.L. should be 
appointed to any of the A.L.A. committees 
whose activity is of special consequence to 
that of members of the A.A.L.L., eg., the 
A.L.A. Catalog Code Revision Committee, 
the Public Documents Committee, the Serials 
Committee; also the Federal Relations Com- 
mittee, the Importations Committee, and the 
International Relations Board. 

Members of the committee: for A.L.A., 
the chairman, Jean Ashman, Frederick C. 
Hicks; for A.A.L.L. Thomas S. Dabagh, 
Elizabeth Forgeus. : 

WERNER B. ELLINGER, Chairman 


Audio-Visual 


Films have been the foremost concern of 
the ‘Audio-Visual Committee during the past 
year. Although there have also been signifi- 
cant developments in other audio-visual ma- 
terials, the problems and the opportunities for 
libraries in the use of 16mm. films have 
made that subject of first priority. 

In earlier statements the committee has 
indicated the responsibility and the oppor- 
tunity which it sees for public libraries and 
for other libraries in the wartime develop- . 
ment of 16mm. nontheatrical films. At the 
local level it seems obvious that the library 
should either provide 16mm. films as it does 


` 


books or should serve as the agent for its 
community members in locating, selecting, and 
bringing films into the community as needed. 

Rapid progress was made in use of films 
for information and for training during the 
war. If the country is to capitalize on that 
progress in its education programs, especially 
its work in adult education, methods must be 
worked out to make films readily available 
in every local community. Libraries are the 
nonprofit institutions in most communities 
best adapted by their functions and their 
methods to provide film service locally. A 
number of libraries already have active film 
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programs, and their experience demonstrates 
the appropriateness and the advantage of pro- 
viding educational film service through li- 
braries. However, many libraries do not yet 
realize their obligation and their opportunities 
in the development of film services. It is with 
the dissemination of information about film 
setvice from libraries and the promotion of 
the idea of libraries as film centers that the 
recent committee activities have been 
concerned. 

In October a meeting of the committee was 
held in Chicago presided over by the vice 
chairman. The chairman of the A.L.A. 
Adult Education Board attended, and it was 
agreed that the committee and the board 
should continue the practice of each having a 
representative of the other group at meetings 
because of many overlapping points of interest. 

'The meeting recognized the urgent need for 
publication of a manual for libraries that wish 
to inaugurate film service and considered ways 
of procuring such a manuscript. 

A letter to A.L.A. Headquarters from a 
Navy lieutenant with extensive experience in 
the war uses of films expressed concern about 
the postwar distribution and use of educa- 
tional films. It pointed out the role which 
libraries should play in adult education film 
services. This letter from outside the library 
profession made clear the necessity for prompt 
action if libraries are to take responsibility 
for film service. The alternatives are film 
distribution through commercial agencies or 
through existing or new institutions less able 
to reach all age groups in the community than 
are libraries. The letter was carried in the 
March 1945 4.L.A4. Bulletin as a stimulation 
to increased action. ` 

Information about existing film services 
from libraries is incomplete and not up to 
date, Since some means of sharing experience 
seems essential as a basis for establishment 
of new film service, the committee requested 
existing film libraries to describe their pro- 
grams and their methods. Summaries of their 
replies will be edited and made readily avail- 


able in mimeographed or printed form. 

The committee has been in close touch with 
the professional organization in the field of 
educational films, the Educational Film Li- 
brary Association. Several conversations dur- 
ing the year stressed the common interests of 
the two organizations. A joint committee of 
the two associations to work on common 
problems was decided upon and will serve as 
a means to explore the possibility of further 
relationships. 

Libraries were represented on the National 
16mm. Film Committee of the Seventh War 
Loan. As a result, letters from that repre- 
sentative and the committee chairman were 
sent to many libraries requesting library par- 
ticipation in the local 16mm. programs for 
the war bond drive. The committee assisted 
in preparation of the bibliography "Building, 
the Peace," which appeared in the Mar. 15, 
1945, Booklist, by making the list of films in- 
cluded. 

During the year the committee was repre- 
sented at two meetings of the National 16mm. 
Advisory Committee to the O.W.I. Bureau of 
Motion Pictures in Washington, D.C. It 
was also represented at the Midwest Forum 
of Audio-Visual Aids in Chicago. 

'The coming year should see extensive de- 
velopment of film services in libraries. It 
should see plans for new buildings commonly 
including rooms for previewing and audition- 
ing films and records, for housing and distrib- 
uting these materials, and for demonstrating 
tlieir use. It should see the growth of film 
guidance comparable to and closely related to 
existing readers’ advisory services. The ex- 
tent of development may depend in large 
measure on the leadership and promotion of 
film and recordings service in libraries. Such 
leadership will require funds and full-time 
personnel. No other committee objective is 
as important as is the need for funds to make 
possible an immediate film advisory service 
and field service from A.L.A. Headquarters. 
Mary U. Rorunock, Chairman 
Mitprep L. BATCHELDER, Secretary 


E 


Division of Hospital Libraries 


The Division of Hospital Libraries was es- 
tablished by vote of the A.L.A. Council in 
October and December 1944, following peti- 
tions from 309 A.L.A. members as required 


in the By-Laws, Article VI, Section 1b. This 
division replaced the former Hospital Li- 
braries Round Table which formed the nu- 
cleus of the new division. 





SPECIAL LIBRARIES AND SERFICES 


The purpose of the division is to promote 
the establishment of libraries for patients and 
personnel in hospitals, to further their better 

- organization and administration, to interest 
public libraries and other agencies in extend- 
ing library service to hospitals, and to advance 
professional training for hospital library serv- 
ice. 

Membership in the division is open to any 
member of the A.L.A. who is interested in 
hospital libraries and indicates the division 
when paying A.L.A. dues. The division re- 
ceives 20 per cent of the dues paid to the 
A.L.A. by each member (other than a class A 
member) who specifies this division at the 
time of paying his dues. 

The “Objectives and Standards for Hos- 
pital Libraries and Librarians" presented by 
the round table at the October Council 
meeting were approved by the Council. 
Mimeographed copies of these standards are 
available. Favorable comments on them have 
been received from several sources. _ 

Perhaps partly as a result of the increasing 
demand for hospital libraries and partly be- 
cause of the recommendations of the Special 
Joint Committee on Hospital Library Service 
a year ago, a course in hospital libraries was 

. offered this summer by Columbia University. 
The University of Minnesota and Western 
Reserve University have previously had .such 
courses. 

Some difficulty has been found in securing 
editors and reviewers for the Hospital Book 
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Guide. Gertrude M. Edwards has acted as 
editor pro tem during most of the year, de- 
voting much time and effort to putting out the 
Guide which is becoming increasingly useful 
to hospital librarians everywhere. The offi- 
cers are working on a newsletter which 
should be ready for distribution this fall. In 
it will be information about activities of the 
past year and plans for the future. 

A-committee, of which Margaret L. Wal- 
lace, of the Public Library, Gary, Ind., is 
chairman, has been appointed to draw up a 
constitution and by-laws for the division. It 
is hoped that this committee's report will be 
ready soon and that it can be presented to the 
division membership by mail this fall. When 
the division's constitution and by-laws have 
been accepted, it is expected that a nominat- 
ing committee will be appointed and other 
steps will be taken to make this division a 
fully functioning one. 

Pending an organization meeting, the offi- 
cers of the Hospital Libraries Round Table 
are serving. Gertrude M. Edwards, the chair- 
man at the time of the change to a division, 
has resigned. The former vice chairman, 
Bertha K. Wilson, U.S. Veterans Adminis- 
tration Facility Library, Downey, Iil., is act- 
ing chairman. No vice chairman has been 
appointed. Mrs. Glyde B. Nielsen, Min- . 


. neapolis Public Library, is secretary-treas- 


urer. 


Bertua K. Wirson, Acting Chairman 


Division of Public Libraries 


This has been an organization period for 
the Division of Public Libraries. 

It was formally established Oct. 13, 1944, 
by a second vote of the Council (the first vote 
having been taken by mail) based on petitions 
signed by some 1200 A.L.A. members and on 
approval by them of a tentative constitution. 

A working organization was set up Oct. 15, 
1944, at a meeting at the Drake Hotel, Chi- 
cago, called by Carl Vitz and including mem- 
bers of the first board of directors (namely, 
the chairmen of the constituent groups) and 
some petition signers who had been in attend- 
ance at Council meetings. Provisional officers 
were elected to serve until the first annual 
meeting, and other first steps were taken, 

Seven of the present sections were formerly 


‘and Interests, 


round tables and had indicated their wish to 
be part of the new division:, Adult Education, 
Branch Librarians, Business and "Technology, 
Lending, Librarians of Large Public Libraries, 
Order and Book Selection, and Small Li- 
braries. An eighth section, for service li- 
brarians, was set up to meet a recognized 
need. This may or may not be the ultimate 


' pattern, however. A Committee to Draw up 


a Chart of Organization, Define Groups 
under Richard B. Sea- 
lock's chairmanship, has studied the problems 
involved and made recommendations to the 
board of directors. The matter calls for 
careful consideration by the board and the 
whole division. ; 

A draft of a new constitution is the work 
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of a Committee on Constitution and By-Laws, 
headed first by Carl Vitz and, later, by 
Richard B. Sealock. The directors con- 
sidered and approved the draft by a mail 
vote. The next step is to send it to the mem- 


bership, looking to adoption at an annual 


meeting. 

A Publications Committee, headed by R. 
Russell Munn, is considering needed publica- 
tions, in cooperation with the A.L.A. Editorial 
Committee. ' 

Nominations for representatives to the 
A.L.A, Council have been made by a Nominat- 
ing Committee headed by Ruth E. Hammond, 
and a mail vote is to be taken in the early 
fal. Election of directors and officers must, 
under the present constitution, wait for an 
annual meeting held in connection with an 
annual conference of the A.L.A.' 

'The membership of the division is 1295 as 
of August 1945. Obviously, this is only a 
beginning, for the potential membership is 
much larger. Lack of meetings has, of course, 
been a handicap. Establishment of the divi- 
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sion was announced through the 4.L.4. Bulle- 
tin and, following releases sent to the state 
library agencies, by many state bulletins. 
The 4.L.A. Bulletin for September 1945 car- - 
ried an article by the president of the division. 

Lack of A.L.A. conferences has been an 
obvious handicap. The president and execu- 
tive secretary have been able to have several 
conferences, and the treasurer has participated 
in some of them. The organization committee 
met, as well as the near-by members of the 
Constitution and By-Laws Committee. 
Meetings of the board of directors and of the 
division are needed for group discussion. 

The officers believe that the division and its 
sections have important functions to perform 
within the structure of the A.L.A. With 
first organization completed, the division is 
ready to move forward. 

The president of the division is Amy Wins- 
low. For other officers, see the 4.L.4. H and- 
book, p. H-47-48. 

Jorra WricHt Missali, 
Executive Secretary 


Film Forums 
(Joint Committee) 


The final report on the committee’s Library 
Film Forums Project, prepared by Alice I. 
Bryan, assistant professor, School of Library 
Service, Columbia University, was issued in 
November 1944. Copies of the forty-one- 
page publication, which included an introduc- 
tion by Miriam D. Tompkins, chairman of 
the committee, 1941-43, were distributed to 
all participants in the project, and the re- 
mainder of the edition placed on sale at 
A.L.A. Headquarters. 

Last spring the committee joined with the 
Institute of Adult Education, Teachers Col- 
lege, Columbia University, and the Motion 
Picture Bureau of the National Council of 
the Young Men’s Christian Associations in 
sponsoring a film forum workshop in New 
York City. The workshop was attended by 
forty representatives of organizations in the 


New York area interested in the technique: 


of using films in connection with discussion 
programs in libraries, Y's, men's and women's 
clubs, motion picture councils, etc. Three 
timely documentary filns—"Postwar Jobs,” 
“Peacebuilders,” and "Our Enemy the Japan- 
ese"—Twere shown, and the group discussed 
methods of using them in connection with 


’ 


adult film programs. Copies of special dis- 
cussion guides prepared for use with each of 
the above films by the Y.M.C.A. Motion 
Picture Bureau and the Institute of Adult 
Education were distributed and analyzed. 

In the fall the committee plans to sponsor 
a series of film preview meetings at which 
films that promise to be useful in promoting 
discussion will be subjected to group evalua- 
tion. The editor of the Film Index has 
offered to note committee recommendations 
in that publication. 

The committee is at present exploring the~ 
possibility of developing a quarterly periodi- 
cal devoted to descriptions of current “dis- 
cussable” films and to film forum activities 
in various parts of the country. 

Members of the committee: for A.L.A,, 
the chairman and Miriam D. Tompkins; 
for A.A.A.E., Morse A. Cartwright and 
Dorothy Rowden; for A.A.A.P., Alice I. 
Bryan and Paul Lazarsfeld; for A.F.C., Etta 
Schneider Ress and Donald Slesinger; mem- 
bers at large, Mrs. Patricia O. Blair, Wil- 
liam Tegg Cheswell, Marie’ D. Loizeaux, 
Miriam Putnam, Mary U. Rothrock. 

Gren Burcu, Chairman 
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Institution Libraries 


Two issues of the Prison Library News- 
letter, which appeared in May under the 
new title of Institution Libraries Newsletter, 
were published during the year. The change 
in name was made with a view toward pro- 
viding an interchange of ideas within a wider 
range of correctional institutions. A steadily 
increasing number of questions and sugges- 
tions being received by committee members 
indicates a satisfying growth of interest in 
the development of institutional libraries. It 
is the intention of the committee to devote 
the next issue “principally to materials in 
print which are of practical assistance to 
those responsible for the administration of. 
institutional libraries.” 


It is gratifying to report the appointment: 


of Anna Lila Howard as supervisor of insti- 
tution libraries in Kentucky, in December 
1944. She is the fourth full-time supervisory 
librarian in institutional work. 

A “List of Books in Large Type,” prepared 
by Mary J. Heenan, librarian at the State 
Braille and Sight Saving School, Faribault, 
Minn., and sponsored by this committee, is 
to be published by the American Library 
Association. 

It is hoped that a library committee will 
soon be formed as a section of the National 
Association of Training Schools. 

Members of the committee: Raymond Em- 
bree, (Miss) Perrie Jones, Lena B. Nofcier, . 
Herman K. Spector, Julia C. Stockett. 

AUNE E. Martin, Chairman 


Nursing School Library 


Although this year the Committee on the 
Nursing School Library has not held com- 
mittee meetings as such, informal group meet- 
ings representing the committee as a whole 
have been held. On Feb. 16, 1945, Miss 

: Mayo, Mrs. Munson, and the chairman met 
to discuss topics for articles on nursing school 
libraries for possible publication in future 
issues of the American Journal of Nursing. 
On Mar. 21, 1945, Miss Mayo and Mrs. 
Munson met with Mrs. Rudolph and Miss 
Casamajor, representatives of the A.L.A., 
and with the chairman for further discussion 
of these articles and of material for insti- 
tutes on the nursing school library. 

Several times during the year each mem- 
ber of the committee was informed by letter 
of the committee's plans and was appealed 
to for suggestions for articles and for names 
of possible writers. It is hoped that some 
of the articles published in the 4.J.N. may 
serve as a basis for a library manual. 


Relations with 


The Committee on Relations with Busi- 
ness Groups was appointed following a‘ reso- 
lution passed at the Council meeting in 


October 1944. ‘This resolution moved that: 


Recognizing its part in the effort toward eco- 
nomic security in the postwar world, the Ameri- 
can Library Association take Positive action to 


If the league board approves, the sugges- 
tions, when developed, for institutes or meet- 
ings on the nursing school library will be 
sent to state leagues for use, if desired, in 
their planned programs for the year. 

A request was made to the A.L.A. which 


' is at the present time revising the Dewey 


Decimal Classification and Relative Index, 
to give consideration to the revision of the 
sections under which the majority of books 
dealing with nursing should be placed, and 
a response has indicated that such considera- 
tion will be given. 

Members of the committee: for A.L.A., 
Mary Casamajor, Elizabeth Hargan, Con- 
stance M. Hoover, Mrs. Ellen Knebel Ru- 
dolph; for N.L. of N.E., the chairman, Anna 
T. Beckwith, Lura B. Eldredge, M. Evelyn 
Mercer, Julia Miller, Mrs. Helen W. 


Munson. 


Herren G. Scuwarz, Chairman 


` 


Business Groups 


meet this obligation; that a committee be ap- 
pointed to focus attention on the ways in which 
existing committees, boards, chapters, and di- 
visions may cooperate toward this end, and to 
work with the Committee for Economic De- 
velopment and other groups; that the library's 
part in the attainment of economic security be 
made the theme of a public relations program; 
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that through the Association's publications, 
through regional meetings, forums, exhibits, that 
phase of community service be' clearly presented 
until in our own minds and in the minds 
of every citizen there is complete understand- 
ing of the library's relations to the economic 
life of the country. 


Aided by active correspondence and a meet- 
ing in June 1945, the committee has begun 
work along the lines laid down by the reso- 
lution. Under the first point—cooperating 
with existing Association boards, committees, 
etc.—the committee has initiated action as 
follows: s 

Board of Education for Librarianship: The 
secretary of the board met with the committee 
while it considered ways in which preparation 
for public library service to business could be 
emphasized and become a stronger integral 
part of the library school curriculum. Plans 
were developed for a special study along 
these lines by the committee. 

Public Relations Committee: At the invi- 
station of the cémmittee, the chief of the 
A.L.&. Public Relations Office attended a 
meeting held jointly with the C.E.D. Com- 
mittee on Library Service, participating in 
discussion of ways in which library service to 
business could be emphasized through dif- 
ferent channels. 

Editorial Committee and Publishing De- 
partment: Through cooperation with the 
Booklist, the committee is putting its ex- 
perience in the selection of business literature 
at the service of Booklist readers. Rose L. 
Vormelker, of the committee, is preparing, for 
Booklist publication, lists of the more im- 
portant current business books and of the 
useful inexpensive business pamphlets and as- 
sociation publications. . 

Adult Education Board: At the request of 
the Executive Secretary, a note on the cur- 
rent and possible developments in adult edu- 
cation in relation to business activities, 
considered by committee members, was pre- 
pared in response to a Headquarters letter 
from Secretary Henry A. Wallace. 

Division of Public Libraries: The executive 
secretary of the division attended a joint 
meeting of the A.L.A. and the C.E.D. Com- 
mittee on Library Service and has advised 
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on developments in business service to small 
libraries. 

Business and Technology Round Table: 
Since the chairman of this round table is a 
member of the committee, the opportunity 
for beneficial cooperation is certain, though 
definité plans have not been laid. 

Under the second point in the resolution 
—"To work with the Committee for Eco- 
nomic Development and other groups"—some 
exploration of the opportunities for coopera- 
tion with the American Marketing Society, 
the United States Chamber of Commerce, 
the American Association of Trade Execu- 
tives, and other associations is under way. As 
the Committee for Economic Development 
has a Committee on Library Service, cooper- 
ation with that group has been greatly fa- 
cilitated. This C.E.D. Library Service 
Committee, appointed several months prior to 
the A.L.A. committee, has been carrying on 
extensive work with libraries, since C.E.D. 
believes that adequate library service is an 
essential in stimulating postwar planning for 
economic progress. C.E.D., through its grass 
root development, is in a position to cooperate 
with libraries on the local, regional, and na- 
tional level. It has the machinery to facilitate 
nationwide distribution of publications and to 
aid in library public relations. 

The chief current cooperation is the regular 
publication in C.E.D. News, with its circula- 
tion to sixty thousand businessmen, of stories 
emphasizing the need for business use of 
libraries. Copy for a folder highlighting 
library use by business has been approved 
and is intended for widespread distribution by 
C.E.D. Other plans for cooperation are un- 
der way. 

The committee realizes both the pressing 
nature and the magnitude of its assignment. 
in the face of tremendous reconversion prob- 
lems. It welcomes the opportunity for posi- 
tive action and is warmly appreciative of the 
cooperation and support it has received. 

' Members of the committee: R. E. Dooley, 
Milton A. Drescher, Harold Louis Hamill, 
Charles M. Mohrhardt, Mrs. Irene M. 
Strieby, Helen E.'Vogleson, Rose L. Vor- 
melker. 

Marian C. Maney, Chairman 


Work with the Blind 


Libraries for the blind are operating under of our libraries have had to close temporarily. 


both personnel and housing difficulties. Some 


Hence, our committee members have not been 


able to be as active as they would like to be. 

The present committee has been working 
on an outline for a manual on library work 
with the blind. The outline has been com- 
pleted, and the committee is working on the 
manuscript which, it is hoped, will be com- 
pleted and ready for the Editorial Committee 
sometime in October. The purposes of the 
manual are to set standards, to discuss the 
work, and to help those who enter the field 
unprepared for it. 

This committee is also giving thought and 


Work with the 


The committee believes that intercultural 
recognition and exchange in the United States 
is now the most vital and needed element in 
our work. We seek to develop this, through 
libraries, among all cultural groups. We be- 
lieve this emphasis is one that would be es- 
pecially acceptable to the foreign born 
themselves. 

It is possible that later on the committee 
will request permission to change its name to 
“Committee on Intercultural Relations in the 
United States.” : 

Numerous requests for counsel have come 
from individual libraries. 

. 'The A.L.A. has asked the committee to in- 
vestigate the number and location of migrant 
Mexican laborers in the United States, the 
degree to which reading appeals to them, 
the range of their reading ability, and a 
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effort to improving the selection of books 
embossed in braille for children. 

In July the Library of Congress appointed 
Joseph P. Blickensderfer, director of Books 
for the Adult Blind, to replace Edgar F. 
Rogers, acting director. 

Members of the committee: Mrs. Alison 
B. Alessios, Julia F. Carter, Mrs. Sadie 
Peterson Delaney, Mrs. Grace Dudley Lacey, 
Mrs. Annie Watters McPheeters. 


Mary J. Heenan, Chairman 


Foreign Born 


recommendation on what, if anything, should 
be attempted by the A.L.A. in trying to find 
ways and means of serving them. In carrying 
out this assignment, the committee has been 
in touch with federal officials, representatives 
of railroads in the United States, the Mexican 
government, librarians, and educators in re- 
lated fields. The committee has reported to 
the A.L.A. on the number and location of 
migrant Mexican laborers in the United 
States, their reading ability and type of ma- 
terial needed, library service, and specific 
ways in which further study and action is 
needed. ' 

Members of the committee: Enid McPher- 
son Boli, Beulah Ann Chapman, Eda M. Lof- 
gren, Augusta Markowitz, Mrs. Gretchen 
Knief Schenk, Eleanor M. Wade, Edith Wirt. 

Epna PHILLIPS, Chairman 


ALA. Organization and Services 


Department of Membership Organization and In ormation 


The writing of this report is coincident 
with the ending of the war. It would be sur- 
prising indeed if the stresses and strains of 
forty-five months of world war had left no 
mark on the Association’s membership. Only 
one annual conference has been held since 
the United States entered the war—the Mil- 
waukee meeting in 1942. The Council has 
conducted much of its action by mail. The 
membership has foregone the opportunities 
which such meetings provide for personal con- 
tact and professional stimulation and has had 


to devise other means to promote library 
progress and maintain professional develop- 
ment and interest. 


Membership and Promotion Work 


In December 1941, when hostilities actually 
began for the United States, the total paid 
membership was 16,136. Since that time the 
Association has enrolled 7502 new members. 
In the same period 8289 memberships lapsed 
for nonpayment of dues. Dues were waived 
for members in the armed forces. During 
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these war years membership dues have totaled 
more than $275,000, ranging from $65,000 to 
$74,500 annually. These figures seem to 
demonstrate the stability and equilibrium of 
the Association's membership. . 

On Aug. 31, 1945, the paid membership 
was 14,118. A year ago it was 14,040. There 
have been 2007 new members added during 
the committee year just ended, 1606 of these 
during 1945. Unpaid members at the end of 
April 1945 numbered 3849. On August 31 
this figure was 2204. Further reductions are 
expected before the end of 1945. 

Every state, the District of Columbia, 


` Hawaii, six Canadian provinces, and fifteen 


foreign countries contributed to the new en- 
rolment. Several areas made fine gains on a 
percentage basis compared to the number of 
members listed in the 1944 4.L.4. Handbook, 
page H-379. Saskatchewan has no close 
competition for highest honors, with a gain 
of 125 per cent in new membership and no 
delinquents. Ten other areas with highest 
percentage of new enrolments are: 


Per Cent Per Cent 
Colorado 3x New Mexico 28 
South Carolina 3x Arkansas 27 
West Virginia 30 Ontario 25 
"Tennessee 29 Nevada 25 
Hawaii 29 Idaho 24 


Six areas with the highest number of new 
members are: 


New York 246 Massachusetts 98 
Illinois iij California 90 
Ohio ii2 Pennsylvania 86 


Unfortunately unpaid members exceeded new 
enrolments in thirty-seven states, the District 
of Columbia, Hawaii, and five Canadian 
provinces, producing a net loss. Highest net 
gains were scored in Colorado, Louisiana, 
Ontario, and Saskatchewan. 

Annual comparisons of membership by 
separate states and provinces do not often 
reveal significant trends. A recent compari- 
son by large regions of today’s figures and 
those of 1933 shows that, while some growth 
has been sustained in all regions, the areas 
covered by the Southeastern and Southwestern 
Library Associations have doubled in A.L.A. 
membership since 1933. 

Halsey W. Wilson was elected to honorary 
membership during the year. Two new life 
members were enrolled, and continuing mem- 


bership without dues after twenty-five years 
continuous membership was granted by 
Executive Board action to ten retired li- 
brarians. 

The A.L.A. Bulletin has been used to de- 
velop membership interest and to obtain mem- 
bership opinion. A membership message from 
President Vitz appeared in the January issue. 
In February and March ten members dis- 
cussed the article “What If There Were No 
A.L.A.?” by Aubry Lee Graham. Display . 
pages on the inside back covers of the Bulletin 
were designed to develop divisional member- 
ship and the special interests of catalogers 
and classifiers; school, children’s, and young 
people’s librarians; and college and university 
librarians. 

A new promotion leaflet “A.L.A. At Your 
Service” has just been issued and is ready for 
use fhis autumn. 


Dues 


Collections of membership dues -for the 
fiscal year amounted, to $74,914.73, including 
$9348 in special memberships. 'The amount 
expected and budgeted was $74,000. 

Allotments to divisions to August 31 were 
$6320.77, distributed as follows: 


Association of College and Reference 


Libraries 5o. lel 4e div eee ee $1,728.70 
Division of Cataloging and Classifi- 

6atlOD- enra needs oc ep EET HUS 852.12 
Division of Libraries for Children and 

Young People ..................ss. 1,980.61 
Library Extension Division .......... 283.00 
Trustees Division ........... ERR 156.22 
Division of Public Libraries ......... 1,161.96 
Division of Hospital Libraries ........ 158.16 


Special Membership 


The growth of industrial foundations and 
the encouragement to private philanthropy of 
the corporation tax laws may indicate a future 
trend in support for nonprofit service organi- 


-zations such as the A.L.A. The trend may or 


may not encourage special memberships. In- 
dividuals and corporations, heretofore poten- 
tial special members, may prefer to direct 
their philanthropic contributions along certain 
well-defined channels, if they are to assume 
appreciable proportions. 

Donors should be enabled, therefore, to 
make contributions to the general purposes 
of the Association, which are extensive enough 


S 
t 
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to be worth a place in corporate or individual 
planning to reduce taxable assets. It has been 
suggested that the scale of special member- 
ships could be extended to good advantage, 
retaining the $25 and $100 memberships now 
in effect, but establishing a new type of sup- 
porting membership at $1000 and a group of 
"patrons" contribufing $5000 annually. 'The 
A.L.A. staff is exploring possibilities of new 
sources of revenue for the Association. 

Other developments within the Association 
itself may affect special membership—the Li- 
brary Development Fund and the Washing- 
ton program. One state library association 
which held a sustaining membership trans- 
ferred three-fourths of its special membership 
dues to its Library Development Fund con- 
tribution, reducing its membership to the 
contributing type. Indication that the A.L.A. 
will, at the end of four years, endeavor to 
support the Washington program from its 
regular funds, may influence library groups 
to contribute more substantialy to A.L.A. 
when the Library Development Fund has 
been exhausted. Probable benefits to pub- 
lishers, as the Washington program develops, 
might result in stronger support from this 
group. 

For the current year, total receipts were 
$9348, exceeding by $1348 the estimate in 
the 1944-45 budget. Eight new sustaining 
and twenty-two new contributing members 
offset one resignation and two lapsed mem- 
berships. The Association welcomed as new 
members three industrial corporations, six 
national magazines, nine publishing or book 
manufacturing firms, four library associations, 
one foundation, one national service group, 
two library trustees, and four other indi- 
viduals interested in the welfare and exten- 
sion of libraries. In all, the Association now 
has 45 sustaining and 157 contributing paid 
members. 

'The fact that it has been possible to main- 
tain interest and to secure new members this 
past year speaks well for the prestige of the 
Association. It indicates that in competition 
with bond drives and other important appeals, 
people are ready even in wartime to .con- 
tribute to the library cause. 


Divisions and Chapters 


'Two new divisions were established by 
Council covering public and hospital libraries. 
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Chapter status was granted by Council to 
Arkansas, Ontario, South Carolina, Vermont, 
Western New York, and Nassau County 
(N.Y.) library associations, California School 
Library: Association, and Illinois Association 
of High School Librarians. 


Membership Committee 


At the close of another year for the Mem- 
bership Committee the old refrain is still 
with us—“We can get them but we can’t 
keep them.” It is similar to walking up a 
muddy hill, taking one step forward and 
slipping back two. Our new members for the 
year 1944-45 totaled only 92 per cent of our 
losses in membership. The total for the As- 
sociation is approximately the same as a year 
ago. 2 
In spite of curtailed secretarial help and 
of more work in their own jobs, it is the 
belief of the chairman that the members of 


‘tthe committee did a fine piece of work in re- 


cruiting new members and in renewals. It is 
the opinion of the committee that libraries did 
not hake a commensurate effort in cooperat- 
ing to hold the membership of the Association. 
'There is an obvious lack of individual and 
institutional professional enthusiasm in any 
organization which loses about the same num- 
ber that it gains in membership in one year. 

All of the: usual channels of operation were 
pursued, with a new one which the committee 
hoped would bring new members and be a 
powerful factor in holding old ones through 
interest in their divisions. The division heads 
were invited to cooperate through their mem- 
bership chairmen. Three divisions were with- 


.out such chairmen, two were too young to 


attempt such a plan as yet, and the remaining 
two agreed to do something if a plan could 
be worked out. With full realization of the 
immensity of the undertaking on any level, the 
chairman presented a plan for 1945-46 where- 
by the A.L.A. Membership Committee will 
work through its state, city, and area repre- 
sentatives, while the divisions will work 
through their section chairmen in the state 
and regional association. Cooperation be- 
tween the two in each geographical area might 
help to keep the importance of professional 
association membership before librarians and 
their institutions over the country. The help 
of administrative librarians is earnestly 
sought, 
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We are grateful to the 1944-45 committee 
members, whose names are listed on the in- 
side back cover of this issue of the 4.L.4. 
Bulletin, for the fine work, untiring effort, 
and consistent interest they displayed toward 
the responsibility that was theirs. 


Membership Staff 


In any but a war period the difficulties un- 
der which the membership office has operated 
these past months would have been intoler- 
able. Technical work on records of this kind 
demands competence and accuracy obtained 
only through training and experience. It has 
been utterly impossible to recruit and main- 
tain in Chicago a staff with these require- 
ments. The volume of record work and 
correspondence has been about normal. The 
people who have valiantly tried to handle the 
work have been 95 per cent inexperienced and 
30 per cent understaffed. We regret that 
facilities for normal service have not been 
available. $ 


Looking Ahead 


With renewed hope we look forward to 
peace and the opportunities to build a more 
vigorous and effective Association. We hope 
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soon to welcome back to active Association 
work the hundreds of members who have 
served in the armed forces and as civilians in 
war jobs at home and overseas. 

'There has been much comment in the air 
and in print these past months on how the 
members regard the A.L.A. Some comments 
reveal that not enough members have troubled 
to make a study of what their Association 
does, how it operates, or the services it is 
capable of supplying. If the current discus- 
sions lead to an informed and constructive 
program, they will have served a useful pur- 
pose. 

One acute need of the A.L.A. now is for 
its members to speak up enthusiastically and 
honestly for its positive and constructive ac- 
complishments, while striving for needed im- 
provements. Members can thus bolster the 
opinion of others in the Association's value 
and influence. Let us all as responsible mem- 
bers bear in mind that solutions to many of 
the Association's problems require more abil- 
ity than the detection of their existence. 

ELLA V. ALDRICH, Chairman 

4.L.A. Membership Committee 

Cora M. Beaty, Chief 

Department of Membership Organization 

and Information d 


Public Relations 


A few weeks ago we received a letter from 
a national news weekly, asking us to settle 
an argument between its old-fashioned movie 
critic who had referred to the “librarian 
look” and protesting readers, presumably li- 
brarians. Is there a librarian look and if so, 
what is it? There is less general agreement 
about the librarian look today than there was 
a generation ago. To document this state- 
ment, we submit the advertisement for a 
certain pre-shrunk fabric which appeared 
nationally during the week of June 17. The 
manufacturer's press agent pointed a finger 
of shame at the librarian who, extremely 
prepossessing in all other respects, knew not 
the advantages of his product. Sartorially 
imperfect though she might be, she was, how- 
ever, human and alert. Although we still 
have with us too many examples of the stock 
attitude toward librarians, there are evi- 
dences that the public's conception of us is 
gradually changing. 


'The librarian look is more than meets the 
eye. -People think in terms of what they see, 
or think they see. A recent poll of public, 
opinion indicates that most people think public 
libraries are an asset to the community but 
not of much value to them personally. This 
attitude will change only when library services 
are related to the personal needs of individ- 
uals and when the popular mind translates the 
librarian look in terms of approachability, 
helpfulness, and authority. 

Public relations for A.L.A. and for libra- 
ries have, then, two objectives—to interpret 
library services so that the average man sees 
their importance to him personally and to 
create a favorable conception of the librarian 
look. In the last analysis, a major part of 
the Association's activities serve these objec- 
tives. When a librarian is appointed con- 
sultant to the San Francisco conference, he 
accepts because of other reasons, for which 
we refer you to the Executive Secretary's 
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report, But the prestige of librarianship is 
thereby enhanced. The librarian look is a little 
more authoritative than it was before. 

It has always been A.L.A.’s policy to stress 
indirect public relations. Much of the sup- 
port which libraries receive from national 
organizations or from other sources comes 
as a by-product of service rendered. For 
example, A.L.A. standards are formulated 
for the improvement of libraries, not for 
publicity purposes. Only incidentally have 
newspaper editorials used the standard of 
minimum support for public libraries to in- 
fluence parsimonious city budget-makers. 

But A.L.A. members want the librarian 
look to undergo a quick job of face lifting. 
Indirect public relations may be more worth 
while in the long run, but publicity and ac- 
tivities undertaken simply for their effect on 
public opinion are more easily measurable and 
bring quicker results. ‘Therefore, with the 
help of the Library Development Fund, we 
may look forward to some expansion of the 
program of the Public Relations Office in the 
year ahead, depending on the money made 
available and the development of plans for 
the Washington office. 

Communications from members indicate 
two types of expansion which are particularly 
desired—more articles about libraries and li- 
brarianship in general magazines and more 
help in developing local publicity. Requests 


for radio script or transcription services and - 


library posters are constant. There are al- 
ways waiting lists for "how-to-do-it" loan 
materials. Increased funds will perhaps make 
it possible to increase direct services, to keep 
in closer contact with actual needs through 
field trips, to engage professional help in writ- 
ing and placing magazine publicity. It is 
understood, of course, that the Library De- 
velopment Fund will not finance any activities 
which might otherwise have been cared for 
by the regular A.L.A. budget. 

During the past year the A.L.A. has been 
assoclated with the publication of library 
articles of feature length in Victory, O.W.I.s 
overseas magazine, the Independent Woman, 
Recreation, Survey Midmonthly, Occupations, 
Rotarian, Christian Science Monitor Maga- 
zine, Exchangite, English Journal, Texas 
Outlook, High School Journal, School Ex- 
ecutive, and This Week. Progressive Farmer 
and American City have printed editorials 


` 
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or news notes of shorter length but of value 
because of the audiences reached. The fash- 
ion photographs posed with the Hunterdon 
County, N.J., bookmobile, which appeared in 
Harper's Bazaar, advertise the library exten- 
sion idea. Other printed publicity includes a 
complete issue of the National Recreation 
Association's Bulletin Service devoted to, li- 
brary war memorials; the usual annual arti- 
cles on library progress in all the major 
American yearbooks; articles on libraries and 
librarianship in two forthcoming ericyclope- 
dias. In some cases, proposals for magazine 
articles resulted in inclusion of libraries in 
general articles on the topic proposed. 

The Christian Science Monitor and the 
New York Times have again shown their 
interest in libraries by publishing a notable 
amount of national library news. We would 
like to call particular attention to the edi- 
torial “Rural Libraries" in the Times 
(March 15) which has been widely reprinted; 
and to two feature articles in the Monitor, 
“Rural Libraries Vie for Surplus Goods” 
(Feb. 16) and “U. S. Library Venture Pays 
Dividends in Nicaragua" (July 11). One of 
the last editorials of the late Kenneth Kauf- 
man was “A Sorry Tale of Library Poverty" 
which appeared in the Oklahoma City 
Oklahoman for Dec. 10, 1944. This was one 
of several editorials and newspaper features 
which resulted from the preparation of a kit 
of information for editorial use which was 
sent to editors of all newspapers, syndicates, 
and magazines. “A Sorry Tale . . ." was 
reprinted in the Bulletin and over three thou- 
sand ,reprints were distributed to persons 
whose interest in libraries is desirable. 

When interpretations of library service 
appear in print, their influence is often ex- 
tended through reprints. Bonaro Overstreet's 


blank verse, “A Librarian in a Southern Ohio 


Town,” reprinted from PM, went to more 
than a thousand people. A popularized re- 
port of A.L.A. activities was written, de- 
signed, and published by the Public Relations 
Office for distribution as a mailing piece. 
Some other publications so used were the 
statement of A.L.A.'s adult education policy; 
“Small Town Library," reprinted from Vic- 
tory as an illustrated leaflet; "Librarians, 
Scholars, and the War," reprinted from the 
Annals of the American Academy of Political 
and Social Science. 
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'The average number of newspaper releases 
issued this year was a little more than two 4 
month, exclusive of specials to certain papers 
and to the library press. Press releases are 
sent normally to a mailing list of about 450, 
which includes syndicates. Inches of news- 
paper space secured mean little, especially 
when clipping services are incomplete. But 
assuming that fifty to a hundred clippings is 
satisfactory coverage, the following topics did 
pretty well in the public press: plans to gather 
research books for Europe's libraries, Carl 
White’s proposed trip to China, Los Angeles 
library patron reads to maid, surplus prop- 
erty proposal, national reading trends, the 
announcements of Freedom of the Press Week 
and of the fifty best books of 1944, statements 
on the need for universal library coverage 
and on prospects for postwar adult education, 
and a survey of what children like to read. 

It has not been possible to send’ news of 
purely professional interest to the library 
press as conscientiously as we should like. 
State and national library journals have been 
cooperative in using A.L.A. news. The Asso- 
ciation 4s very appreciative of the support 
given the, Library Development Fund, par- 
ticularly of the splendid supporting articles 
in the Library Journal and the Wilson Li- 
brary Bulletin. Frequent newsletters on the 
fund were sent to the library press between 
January and June. This practice should be 
continued, especially after the Washington 
program is launched. 

The Library Development Fund was a 
major interest of the Public Relations Office 
during the year evén if it did not take a 
major share of the time of the public relations 
staff, Advance conferences with editors of 
national library magazines, staff and com- 
mittee meetings, correspondence, and the 
preparation of memoranda form a small con- 


tribution in comparison to the fund’s implica- ` 


tions for public relations. 

Publicity plans in connection with the 
Washington program have caused postpone- 
ment of plans for obtaining newspaper pub- 
licity through regional A:L.A. publicity 
representatives, under the sponsorship of the 
A.L.A. Public Relations Committee. Miriam 
E. McNally, committee member, has organ- 
ized a program for placing articles and news 
stories in syndicates and other news channels, 
using the contacts of library publicity repre- 


. be ready this year. 
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sentatives in various parts of the country. 
Because this plan may fit into a larger pub- 
licity program, action awaits the coordination 
of all A.L.A. publicity efforts. 

A few state associations are planning state- 
wide publicity programs. To meet inquiries, 
the Public Relations Office asked all state 
associations to describe methods which had 
been found effective. Replies have been sum- 
marized and are now available to any asso- 
ciation officer interested. i 
` The radio spot announcements which are 
prepared monthly by Sarah L. Wallace, of 
the committee, and distributed through the 
Public Relations Office to over two hundred 
libraries, may also be coordinated with the 
expanded publicity program. During the 
winter libraries receiving them were asked 
to withdraw from the mailing list if the spots 
were not being used effectively. Six asked 
to be withdrawn, but many urged that the 
service be continued. 'We will avoid turning 
the service into a propaganda channel, but 
it can be useful in drawing public attention 
to national library interests, always of course 
in terms of their local application. 


Films 


Good library films are also going to be 
useful in the expanded program, and fortu- 
nately prospects look brighter than they have 
for many a day. The Harmon Foundation 
film on American library service will probably 
'The Canadian Library 
Council released a film on rural libraries, 
produced by the National Film Board of 
Canada, in September. The American Coun- 
cil on Education’s Commission on Motion 
Pictures is now engaged in preparing the 
script for a film on the public library as an 
instrument of democracy. The script is based 
on recommendations and documentation pre- 
pared by A.L.A. and will be developed in 
cooperation with A.L.A. representatives. The 
Rochester Public Library announces a film 
of its own services, produced by two former 
members of the Eastman Kodak Company 
staff, which will be general enough in its 
implications to warrant its use elsewhere. 
Demand for library films continues, and we 
lose important opportunities because no satis- 
factory films have yet been produced. (At 
this writing, the Canadian film is not gener- 
aly available.) Inquiries came this year 
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from the Radio Corporation of America, the 
editor of a new film directory, and various 
governmental agencies. i 

The Office of the Coordinator of Inter- 
American Affairs remains interested in linking 
libraries with its program. It purchased five 
thousand copies of “Pan-American Pano- 
rama," reprinted from the Bulletin for 
March, and distributed them to study groups 
and leaders of opinion in the United States 
and Latin America. That this type of pub- 
licity carries over to the local library is evi- 
denced in letters received at A.L.A. from 
community groups arranging or eager to ar- 
range programs with libraries. An initial 
contact with Henry A. Wallace as head of 
the U.S. Department of Commerce resulted 
in correspondence which may establish useful 
relations between this federal agency and 
libraries interested in service to business. 
'This matter has been turned over to the 
Committee on Relations with Business 
Groups. Photographic exhibits on American 
library service, originally prepared for use in 
China and Mexico, were reproduced by the 
O.W.I. for distribution in all countries. 

Opportunities to cooperate with commer- 
cial agencies in producing something of 
mutual benefit are coming more often. When 
it is a question of a national advertisement 
using libraries as a theme, such as that issued 
during the year by the Royal-Liverpool In- 
surance Groups, the use of A.L.A.’s name is 
not involved. ‘But lack of a definite policy 
protecting A.L.A. interests when endorse- 
ment might be implied, has prevented our 
exploring this field more fully. A committee 
of the Executive Board is now at work on a 


policy statement, the first draft of which was: 


prepared by the Public Relations Office. To 
take advantage of the increasing interest of 
corporations and individuals in contributing 
to nonprofit enterprises, all Headquarters de- 
partments and divisions drafted projects in 
their fields of benefit to library service which 
might be launched with the support of out- 
side agencies. The projects were then 
phrased in popular language and prepared for 
discussion with prospective donors as part of 
a fund-raising program, described elsewhere 
in this Bulletin. Some related promotional 
literature is also in preparation. 

Limited though direct services to libraries 
have necessarily been, the committee and the 
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Public Relations Office are concerned with 
the local publicity problems of libraries. The 
committee has sponsored a series of Bulletin 
articles on public relations as it is practiced. 
The A.L.A. will publish a series of committee- 
sponsored pamphlets, one of which is already 
off the press—Patrons Are People by Sarah 
L. Wallace. Others on display, news, radio, 
and films are now in preparation, scheduled 
for publication in 1946, and additional sub- 
jects will be added in 1947. All the pam- 
phlets will be aimed at the small library where 
help is short and techniques must be kept 
simple. 

‘The committee is also studying the training 
in public relations now available through 
library schools, with a view to recommenda- 
tions for practical and effective preparation. 
Margaret P. Coleman has completed the 
first step in this project. Recommendations 
will be developed in collaboration with some- 
one from the teaching field. 


Public Opinion Polls 


An experiment in cooperative public opinion 
testing was completed during the year. Sev- 
enteen libraries contributed to financing a 
poll of public opinion on the public library, 
conducted in metropolitan ateas by the Na- 
tional Opinion Research Center. Each par- 
ticipating library has received a report on his 
own community, plus a summary of nation- 
wide opinion for comparative purposes. A 
summary of findings is scheduled to appear in 
a fall issue of the Bulletin. Proposals for 
more extensive use of the polling method by 
libraries are under consideration by a com- 
mittee of the Executive Board. 

The book weeks were continued into the 
current year under the pressure of demand 
from members. Related articles in the Bul- 
letin have been useful to libraries, and official 
announcement by a national group gains local 
attention for library observances. Selection 
of the "so Outstanding Books of 1944" was 
popular for much the same reasons. Initiated 
this year at the suggestion of Robert Alex- 
ander Miller, the membership's choice of out- 
standing books will probably be continued on 
an annual basis. The sponsorship and coop- 
eration of the Lending Section of the Division 
of Public Libraries in compiling votes were 
invaluable. 

It is a distinct loss to the Public Relations 
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Committee that its chairman, Elizabeth Bond, 
resigned in the spring to accept an O.W.I. 
post. Miss Coleman and Mr. Yenawine also 
leave the committee aíter serving as many 
years as the constitution allows. To them 
and to other members of the committee go 
sincere appreciation for their constructive 





A.L.4. BULLETIN: OCTOBER 15, 1945 


help. 

Members of the committee: Miriam E. 
McNally, Sarah L. Wallace, Helen T. Stein- 
barger, Margaret P. Coleman, and Wayne S. 
Yenawine. 

Orca M. Peterson, Chief 
Public Relations Office 


Membership Publications 


A.L.4. Bulletin 


Our efforts this year have been bent toward 
the inclusion of something for everyone in 
the profession, insofar as such a goal could 
be reached and still make the Bulletin the 
official organ of the Association. Many read- 
ers of the Bulletin insist that it should in- 
clude more materials for the small library 
and the junior assistant, others ask for more 
news of the A.L.A. and its activities, and 
still others demand materials more keyed to 
administrative theories and practices. And 
then a few readers (to whom we are indeed 
grateful) say they think the Bulletin is all 
right as it is. 

Several changes were introduced with the 
hope that we could make the Bulletin a little 
more what our members want it to be. In 
December, on recommendation of the Execu- 
tive Board, advertisements of positions open 
or wanted were included. Use of this new 
feature has grown steadily since its inaugura- 
tion, At the first of the year the format was 
considerably altered, biographical notes about 
authors of articles were added, a section 
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called “Pickups” was added, and question- 
naires on Association and library subjects 
were made a monthly feature. 

‘Pickups were initiated because of our be- 
lief that many notes which enlightened and 
entertained us would be equally enlightening 
and entertaining to others, even though often 
not specifically “library” in appeal. The fact 
that many readers have already expressed as 
much interest in this feature as in some of 
the long-established sections leads us to be- 
lieve that it has met a definite lack in our 
former news reporting. 

According to reactions to questions about 
the Bulletin in the June issue (p. 224), most 
librarians read it to get news and informa- 
tion about A.L.A.; subjects next in interest 
seemed to be adult education, public relations, 
and censorship. The 497 pages of this fiscal 
year's numbers were distributed as shown 
in the table in the adjoining column: 

The questionnaires mentioned earlier 
showed that most readers of the 4.L.4. Bulle- 
tin read it for news and notes and not for 
its articles. Their preference for these short 
news items was met, we hope, by the 
following allocation of pages: Clearing 
House, 30; A.L.A. News, 24; What They’re 
Doing, 23; Post, 20; Pickups, 13. Although 
not a regular section of notes, the News from 
the Executive Secretary, included at irregular 
intervals, gave much up-to-the-minute infor- 
mation on the A.L.A.’s activities; I0 pages 
were devoted to these summaries of "what's 
new" in the A.L.A. 

An examination of subjects covered in any 
one year reveals gaps in library interest which 
should have had attention. We hope that in 
the next year those subjects ignored or neg- 
lected recently may be given more considera- 
tion. Our future plans will be influenced 
somewhat by the answers to the question- 


!YIn some cases, material may have been included 
under more than one category. Listings under subjects 
do not include material from the Annual Reports. 
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naire on the Bulletin. They are always in- 
fluenced by the budget. We also hope that 
it will be possible to have larger issues at 
least part of the time. If that is practicable, 
certainly more segments of our membership 
can be represented. One of the major head- 
aches of editing during the war years has been 
the necessity of giving not nearly enough space 


' to some things and omitting others entirely. 


The relaxation of paper restrictions should 
considerably alleviate this situation. 


College and Research Libraries 


The A4.L.4. Bulletin staff has continued 
to handle the production of College and Re- 
search Libraries, the quarterly publication of 


X 
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the Association of College and Reference Li- 
braries. Carl M. White continues as editor, 
but, because of Dr, White's absence in Wash- 
ington and abroad, most of our contacts have 
been with Ernest J. Reece, managing editor. 


Staff ; 


In August 1944 Mary Elizabeth Wattles, 
formerly of the Carleton College Library, 
joined the staff as editorial assistant. - In Sep- 
tember 1944 Mrs. June Jubelt resigned” as 
secretary and in November she was replaced 
by Mrs. Virginia Hansen. 


Lucite Deapericx, Editor, 
4.L.A. Bulletin 


Relations with Local Library Groups and on 
Membership Participation 


At the October 1944 meeting of the Coun- 
cil, the committee presented an informal 
report focused on the problems that had been 
brought to the committee’s attention, Com- 
ments from groups, individual members, and 
associations from many sections of the country 
had provided. the committee with material on 
which to base specific proposals. Threé things 
had been clear: (1) that the membership as 
a whole was keenly interested in the work 
of the Association and eager for more direct 
participation in its activities and in the deci- 
sions affecting activities; (2) that the mem- 
bers were constructively critical of the 
functioning of A.L.A. Headquarters staff, 
committees, and the general organization, feel- 
ing that a reconsideration of programs and 
procedures was needed; (3) that two prob- 
lems, because of the widespread criticism 
they had aroused, called for some form of 
definite action. 

The committee had been conscious that, of 
the material that came to it, only a part was 
definitely related to its particular assignment 
—relations with local groups. However, 


since the members had used this channel to 


express themselves freely and constructively 
on the Association's problems and policies, 
the committee felt obligated to insure atten- 
tion to the various questions that had been 
raised. As a result, the committee presented 
to the Council these definite recommenda- 
tions: 


1. That a special committee be appointed 
to study and report on placement work as 
a phase of Association activity, to recommend 
its discontinuance, its continuance under 
changed conditions, or whatever conclusion- 
seemed advisable 

2. That a special committee be appointed 
to study and make recommendations for 
action on a public relations program for the 
Association, taking into consideration the part 
played by the Public Relations Committee, the 
Public Relations Office, and other interested 
groups 

3. That oh the completion of the work of 
this committee, a fourth activities committee 
be appointed for re-evaluation of the Asso- 
ciation's activities, with its members drawn 
in part from this committee so that the fourth 
activities committee might benefit from the 
related data and experience 

4. That an A.L.A. conference be held in 
June 1945, in "Toronto if possible, otherwise 
in Chicago. 

'Fhe recommendation that a personnel com- 
mittee be appointed aroused considerable dis- 
cussion, and the Executive Secretary reported 
that the Executive Board had approved a 
survey of personnel and placement activities 
at Headquarters. The Council then voted to 
elect a Council committee to which, with 
the Board on Salaries, Staff, and Tenure 
(now the’ Board on Personnel Administra- 
tion), the report of the surveyors would be 
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presented for further study, the whole matter 
to come for final action to the Executive 
Board and to Council. 

'The recommendation for consideration of 
a public relations program brought an an- 
nouncement that at the Budget Committee 
meeting there had been extended discussion of 
means of financing a public relations-publicity 
program on a self-supporting library-contrib- 
uting basis. The Council took no further 
action. ] 

"The recommendation on the fourth activi- 
ties committee was based on recurring com- 
ment on the need for such an appointment. 
'The reporting committee felt that much of 
the material that had come to it was germane 
to the work of a fourth activities committee 
appointed to study the functions of the Asso- 


ciation, but that such an appointment now: 


would cause confusion. The Council, in dis- 
cussion, felt rather that the reporting com- 
mittee should make recommendations on the 
functioning of the Association as well as on 
the organization of local and regional groups. 
The Council voted that no fourth activities 
committee be appointed until the work of this 
committee was completed and the field 
cleared. Thus, the Committee on Relations 
with Local Library Groups and on Member- 
ship Participation was given wide latitude and 
instructed to present recommendations on an 
over-all basis. 

'The recommendations for a conference re- 
sulted from the frequent expression of this 
need by members. The President welcomed 
the opportunity for an advisory vote. This 
showed the Council in favor of a 1945 con- 
ference by a majority of about three to two, 
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while a number were opposed to a conference 
under war conditions, Governmental action 
made such a conference impossible. 

Following the Council action, articles on 
“A.L.A.’s Growth and the Grass Roots” and 
“ALLA. Finances and A.L.A. Services,” based 
on points raised by the members and including 
quotations from staff and members’ letters, 
were prepared for the January and February 
1945 issues of the 4.L.4. Bulletin. Further 
comment was received as a result of these 
articles. At a committee meeting held June 
13, 1945, a number of recommendations cover- 
ing regional development, membership partici- 
pation, Executive Board procedure, Council 
activity, and Headquarters’ relationships with 
the members as a whole were drafted. While 
it is difficult to complete the work of such 
a committee without an opportunity for mem- 
bership action, it should be possible to get 
Council reaction and submit a final report 
by mail and through the columns of the 
Bulletin. i 

Seeking a broader channel for membership 
cooperation has afforded the committee mem- 
bers an opportunity to study membership 
potentialities and to weigh some of the ways 
in which these potentialities might be used. 
No committee could have received more gen- 
erous cooperation from the members as a 
whole, from the Executive Board, and from 
the Headquarters staff. 

Members of the committee: Ella V. Al- 
drich, Robert Dumont Franklin, Mrs. Alice 
Brooks Mooney, Claire Nolte, Louis M. 
Nourse, Ruth H. Shapiro, Jesse Hauk Shera. 


Marian C. MANLEY, Chairman 


Department of Information and Advisory Services, and 
Public Library Office l 


As the chief of the department serves in 
the same capacity for the office, the reports 
are combined for economy of space. 

Two new major activities were added. this 
year. -In October the chief was elected pro- 
visional executive secretary of the newly 
organized Division of Public Libraries. (See 
that report, p. 397.) In November a campaign 


for a Library Development Fund was organ-: 


ized, and the chief worked closely with the 
several executive assistants and carried full 


responsibility during several interims. A full 
report awaits completion of the project. 
Much of the year's work is carried on with 
and for the various boards, committees, and 
divisions for which the staff has for some 
years served as Headquarters representative. 
This work is recorded in the annual reports 
of the following: Library Extension Board, 
Adult Education Board, Postwar, Planning 
Committee, Federal Relations Committee, 
Friends of Libraries Committee, Jury on 
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Citation of Trustees, and Trustees Division. . 


The miscellaneous information and advisory 
service reflected changing conditions. De- 
mobilization, surplus property, and library 
buildings as war memorials, for example, were 
recurring topics. ý 

A.L.A. surveys of local libraries were 


planned for Westbrook, Me., and Tacoma, 


Wash. 

The chief served as Acting Executive Secre- 
tary during the several weeks when Mr. 
Milam was in San Francisco and on the Pa- 
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cific Coast and during his many field trips 
throughout the year. She attended meetings 
of the Executive Board and of the officers. 
Margaret Fulmer resigned as public library 
specialist, July 31, 1945, after fifteen months’ 
service, to become librarian of Great Falls, 
Mont., Public Library. The year closes with 
a vacancy. f 
Jun Wricot MERRILL, Chief 
Department of Information and 
Advisory Services and Public Li- 
brary Office 


Headquarters Library 


As a special library of library science ma- 
terials, the chief functions of the Headquar- 
ters Library are to provide professional 
materials and to give reference and biblio- 
graphic service in fields not covered by spe- 
cialists at Headquarters. Its service is 
extended to the Headquarters staff and to the 
library profession at large. 

During the past year correspondence re- 
ferred to the library has required an increas- 
ing amount of the time of the library staff. 
Out of an average of 110 letters written each 
month, 70 are replies to requests for informa- 
tion. Many letters require a substantial 
amount of reference work before they can be 
written. 

One of the special emphases of the library 
is on its files of printed, photographic, and 
blueprint materials on library building plan- 
ning. Demands for information on this sub- 
ject are now received with increasing 
frequency, as libraries all over the country 
prepare postwar building plans. During the 
year approximately 150 letters have been writ- 
ten to libraries, architects, and planning com- 
mittees, in reply to building planning inquiries. 
Quantities of photographs and plans have been 
sent out on loan, Our service has been care- 
fully correlated with the work of the A.L.A. 
Committee on Library Architecture and 
Building Planning and of the Subcommittee 
on College and University Library Buildings 
and, wherever possible, with the work of the 
state library extension agencies. 

The majority of requests come from public 
and college libraries in this country, but our 
field is not limited. Information has been 
supplied in connection with plans for a new 
medical library to Moscow, a new national 


library in Brussels, small libraries in South 
Africa and Canada, and a university library 
in Australia. One state agency is now en- 
gaged in borrowing, group by group, our 
better library building photographs and plans, 
in order to select the most suitable material 
for reproduction for a state collection. Pic- 
tures of famous libraries were furnished to 
one of the library schools which is developing 
2 collection of lantern slides for its, History 
of Libraries course. Photographs have been 
furnished for use in publications: a recruit- 
ment folder, a state association brochure to 
promote library service, a brochure on war 
memorials, periodical articles. A selected 
group ,of photographs of modern small library 
buildings was used by a Massachusetts library 
in an exhibit to create popular interest in a 
new building. y : 

Second in importance to requests for build- 
ing information have been, the numerous in- 
quiries on technical library organization. It 
has not been surprising to find that the most 
frequently recurring requests concern medi- 
cal, hospital, and nursing school library or- 
ganization. 

Reference work for staff and visitors; an- 
swering frequent telephone inquiries; procur- 
ing, examining, processing, and routing of new 
library materials; and preparation of occa- 
sional special reports are essential parts of 
Headquarters Library service. 

A new service, to A.L.A. officers was de- 
veloped during the past year, at the sugges- 
tion of the A.L.A. President. Arrangements 
were made to receive two extra copies of 
state agency and state association bulletins 
for collecting and forwarding to the current 
President and President-Elect of the Associa- 


^ 
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tion. This will make possible a closer knowl- 
edge of state activities by national officers and 
may provide helpful suggestions for committee 
appointments. 

A special activity of the librarian this year 
was to plan and prepare a map illustrating 
A.L.A. international library interests. The 
display is titled "Cultural Cooperation: The 
A.L.A. and Some of Its Members Abroad." 
The use of colored map pins to represent 
different categories permits ready revision. 


Organization 


The rapid growth of the library collection 
in recent years has resulted in a serious over- 
crowding: of the shelves and files. We hope 
that this condition will be improved by the 
move to the new Headquarters building. An- 
other serious result of rapid growth is the 
need for reorganization of materials to pro- 
vide for more efficient functioning of the 
larger collection. Heavy pressure of current 
work has left less and less time available to 
accomplish needed changes. Lack of more 
efficient organization hampers the librarian in 
her work, but all except minor improvements 
are impossible with the present limited staff. 

Early in the current fiscal year a beginning 
was made on an inventory of the book collec- 
tion. This had to be discontinued because of 
more urgent current demands. 

'The file of library building plans has been 
completely reorganized, and material there 
can now be used with greater facility. A be- 
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ginning has been made on a cross index to the 
picture file, to make special features more 
readily accessible. i 

Occasional reclassification and recataloging 
of book material has been done in cases where 
the need was specifically noted, but a general 
reorganization is highly desirable to meet 
present and future needs. 


Personnel 


The secretary to the librarian resigned in 
June. We were fortunate in securing her 
successor promptly, and normal operation of 
the library was not interrupted. 


Recommendations 


To permit the development of a fuller and 
more efficient program of service by the Head- 
quarters Library, the immediate addition of a 
professional assistant is earnestly recom- 
mended. Organization can be sacrificed for a 
time to the more immediate demands of serv- 
ice, but such a situation cannot continue in- 
definitely. The addition of a professional 
assistant to the library staff would make pos- 
sible immediate attention to needed technical 
improvements. This would not only prevent 
an impairment of service but would result in 
a more rapid and thorough research service 
of greater practical use to the staff and, di- 
rectly and indirectly, to all members of the 
library profession. 


ELIZABETH E. BAKER, Librarian 


| School and Children’s Library Specialist 


The report of this Headquarters activity is included in the section on the Educational 


Role of Libraries on pages 362-64. 


Statistics Office 


The report of this Headquarters activity is included in the section on the Administration 


of Libraries on page 391. 


Chapters 


The committee recommended that the 
Council grant affiliation with the A.L.A. as 
a chapter to each of the following: Arkansas 
Library Association, Ontario Library Asso- 
ciation, South Carolina Library Association, 
Vermont Library Association, California 
School Library Association, Illinois Associa- 


tion of High School Librarians, Nassau 
County (New York) Library Association, 
Western New York Library Association. 

Members of the committee: Francis P. 
Allen and Jessie Edna Boyd. 


Jonn Apams Lowe, Chairman 
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` Constitution and By-Laws 


The Committee on Constitution and By- 
Laws submitted to Council, on October 13-14, 
four amendments to the By-Laws, dealing 
with chapter representation in Council, votes 
by mail, creation of new divisions, and honor- 
ary memberships. The amendments quoted 
in A.L.A. Bulletin 39:105, 110-11, March 


1945, were submitted to the niembership by 
mail vote and approved as reported in the 
A.L.A. Bulletin 39:154, April 1945. 
Members of the committee: Essae Martha 
Culver, Robert W. Orr, Clarence S. Paine, 
Ethel Peerson, Velma Ruth Shaffer. 
Erretr Wem MoeDiAnMID, Chairman 


Council Credentials 


Members of the Committee on Council 
Credentials limited their activities to attend- 
ance at the Council meeting in Chicago, at 
the Drake Hotel, Oct. 12-14, 1944. 


Members of the committee: Margaret Jean 
Clay and Arnold H. Trotier. 


SAMUEL W. McALLIsTER, Chairman 


Divistonal Relations 


The Committee on Divisional Relations re- 
ports that during the year the Division of 
Public Libraries and the Division of Hos- 
pital Libraries were established. Correspond- 
ence is now under way on the possible 
establishment of further divisions. 


Members of the committee: Mrs. Mar- 
garet Kyle Billingsley, Harold F. Brigham, 
(Miss) Lesley Newton, Benjamin Edward 
Powell. 


Wayne SHIRLEY, Chairman 


State Relationships 


(Joint Committee) 


The fact that no annual conference was 
held deprived the presidents of the state li- 
brary associations of the opportunity to choose 
their representatives on this committee. 


Hence it has been inactive. 
Members of the committee: for the A.L.A., 
Francis P. Allen and Jessie Edna Boyd. 
Jonn ApAMs Lowe, Chairman 


Publishing 


Editoria] Committee and Publishing Department 


The difficulties of wartime operation 
through voluntary committees and boards con- 
tinue, perhaps somewhat aggravated, yet a 
few accomplishments for the year can be re- 
ported. Some twenty or more new projects 


were started, more than a hundred were 


worked on, ten titles were published, thirty- 
four manuscripts were considered, and the 
publishing deficit of $18,000 was completely 
wiped out, the year closing with a balance 
of $4000. The whole picture is better than 


E 


we thought it would be a year or even six 
months ago. 

With a return to more normal times, ere 
long, it should be possible through group 
meetings and personal contacts to develop a 
more rounded program. Until then, how- 
ever, we must satisfy ourselves with filling 
obvious gaps and with trying to meet some 
immediate needs even though the separate 
projects do not fit neatly into a jigsaw puz- 
zle. The puzzle, at best, never will be com- 
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plete, as new holes will show up as others 
are filled; and that is as it should be if we 


recognize the fact that librarianship is not 


static. 
New Projects 


Among the new projects is a new edition 


of Today’s Handbook for Librarians which: 


is already under way. It will emphasize re- 
conversion and rehabilitation and the prob- 
lems of peacetime living which will confront 
released war workers and men and women 
recently separated from the armed services. 
Under a new title it will bring together in- 
formation which will enable the library to 
make its contribution to postwar adjustments 
in its community. 

A manual on work with the blind is a long- 
recognized need about to be filled. A new 
committee has taken a fresh start and hopes 
to have a pamphlet in print around the first 
of the year. The increase in blindness due 
to the war makes this a particularly timely 
undertaking. 

To meet the tremendous interest in library 
buildings two new books may materialize. 
The first, Pointers for Public Library Build- 
ing Planners, was scheduled for October 15. 
It grew out of Russell J. Schunk’s experience 
with the Toledo Public Library building and 
out of the noticeable recurrence of questions 
asked him by visitors to Toledo and by cor- 
respondence when he was chairman of the 
A.L.A. Committee on Library Architecture 

. and Building Planning. The A.L.A. librarian 
says it answers just the kinds of questions 
which come to her constantly from all over 
the country. The other, only a possibility, is 
a book of sketches and plans for small li- 
braries developed by the architects of the 
T.V.A. for that area. The emphasis is on 
small modern buildings, functional in design, 
with provision made for meetings, socials, 
motion pictures, etc, in even the smallest. 
Flexibility of interior arrangement is an aim 
admirably achieved. While publishing plans 
are not complete, it is hoped that satisfactory 
arrangements can be worked out. 

Buildings are also discussed in “College and 
University Libraries and, Librarianship.” 
This is the postwar planning document for 
college libraries prepared by a joint subcom- 
mittee of the A.L.A. and A.C.R.L. It aims 
not to set up standards but to present funda- 
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mental principles and recommendations for 
the guidance of librarians and college admin- 
istrators. In addition to buildings, some of 
the areas covered are expenditures and sup- 
port, books, acquisition, organization, and use 
of library materials, cooperation and coordi- 
nation, philanthropy, professional education, 
and government. This project was initiated 
by the Postwar Planning Committee of the 
A.L.A. about two years ago. 

'The need for simple and sound advice on 
how to set up library service aimed particu- 
larly at the business interests of the com- 
munity has long been recognized. Plans were 
made last.fall to meet that need, and a 
manuscript, “Business Services from the Pub- 
lic Library," was submitted in December. It 
is still under revision but it is hoped the 
pamphlet will appear by early winter. A 
similar book for labor is needed. 

At last an author has been found for the 
manual on county and regional libraries which 
was planned at the midwinter meeting, 1942, 
by some twenty specialists representing official 
groups within the A.L.A. Work on the 
manuscript will start this fall. The Library 
Extension Division is providing a small fund 
for travel and clerical expense of the author. 
A manuscript should be ready in from six to 
eight months and a book in about a year from 
now. : 

Another find was made by the Committee 
on Insurance for Libraries which for several 
years has been trying to develop a manual in 
this field. Can one imagine such a rare com- 
bination as a librarian, lawyer, and insurance 
broker all in one? Such a person was found 
and a manuscript is under way. 

A series of pamphlets in the field of public 
relations is another new undertaking. It was 
suggested by Marian C. Manley, a member of 
the Editorial Committee. A plan worked out 
by the'Public Relations Committee was ap- 
proved and six pamphlets were outlined. Al- 
ready three are under way, "Library News 
and Feature Stories," "Creating Library Dis- 
plays," and a treatment of films, film strips, 
slides, etc., in interpreting the library's serv- 
ices to the community. All three of these 
may appear during the coming year. 

'The statement is often made, and justifi- 
ably, that the A.L.A. does not do enough for 
the small libraries. It is said they need in- 
spiration and suggestions about what they ' 
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might do in their own communities and simple 
directions for doing those things which appeal 
to them. Out of this grew an idea for a 
book on activities and projects for small pub- 
lic libraries—a kind of recipe book like the 


Fargo volumes—which would describe in, 


brief paragraphs the little practical devices 
which libraries are using throughout the 
country to fit their services to the needs of 
their communities and to interpret those serv- 
ices to the public and to trustees and appro- 
priating bodies. A statement proposing such 
a book and asking for comment was sent to 
the library extension agencies and to ten offi- 
cial groups within the A.L.A. | The responses 
are overwhelmingly in favor of our going 
ahead. Many useful suggestions were re- 
ceived. The next step is to decide how this 
huge undertaking can be managed and to set 
up the necessary machinery. 

Last year’s report called attention to ts 
preliminary work which had been done on 
new editions of Periodicals for Small and 
Medium-Sized Libraries and The Library in 
the School. Both of these manuscripts are 


now definitely under way. In the case of the - 


first a committee was set up which will be 
assisted by two groups within the Division of 
Libraries for Children and Young People. 
In the case of the second the report and 
recommendations of the committee which 
studied the third edition was reviewed by the 
Editorial Committee and transmitted to Lu- 
cile F. Fargo. She found it possible to do 
some visiting in various parts of the country 
and during the past eight or ten months has 
been busily engaged in the complete rewriting 
of her book. The manuscript is due in Oc- 
tober, and we hope the book will be published 
by spring. 

A.L.A. Catalog Rules was given the green 
light. Funds were authorized from the pub- 
lishing budget to enable the committee to 
employ the help needed to prepare a final 
manuscript, and intensive work should get 
under way this fall Publication ?—perhaps 
a year and a half to two years from now. 

An important project in the field of public 
documents was also brought to our attention. 
Under way for many years, it supplements 
Bulletin 15 of the U.S. Superintendent of 
Documents Office and brings down to date 
the classification numbers assigned from 1913 
through 1944. It also records the shifts of 


415 


offices and bureaus occasioned by government 
reorganization over the past thirty years and 
is, hence, a tool for catalogers as well as for 
documents and reference workers. The 
project is now being considered by the Public 
Documents Committee. 

Two manuscripts in the field of library 
history were submitted and are under con- 
sideration. Both are Ph.D. theses: “Arsenals 
of Democratic Culture; A Social History of 
the American Public Library Movement... 
1850-1900” and “Scholarship, Book Produc- 
tion and Libraries in China (618-1644).” 
Both are likely to require some outside financ- 
ing if publication is undertaken. 

For work with teachers and children a new 
Rue index, a supplement to Subject Index to 
Books for Primary Grades, was gotten under 
way and should be published next spring. 
Machinery for compiling a list of children’s 
books in large type was also set up. It will 
be a joint undertaking of the Institution Li- 
braries Committee and the Division of Li- 
braries for Children and Young People. 

The most exciting new venture, however, 


‘is the distribution by the Publishing Depart- 


ment of five recordings for the Division of 
Libraries for Children and Young People 
which will get under way this fall. For years 
librarians have wanted to preserve stories as 
told by the best storytellers and this year a 
division project comes to fruition. Five rec- 
ords made by Mrs. Gudrun Thorne-Thomsen 
and produced. by R.C.A.-Victor will be dis- 
tributed. The titles are Gudbrand-on-the- 
Hillside, Baldur, Sleeping Beauty, and Tales 
from the Volsunga Saga. Purchasers must be 
reminded that the price of these records 
custom-made for a limited market cannot be 
compared with that set on records reproduced 
in large quantities for mass distribution 
through stores. As a matter of fact, it is 
because R.C.A. did not wish to risk store 
distribution that another distributor was 
sought by the division. 

If we have given considerable space to the 
new projects being developed, it is because 
members have expressed an interest in what 
is ahead. As already indicated, .a number of 
the items described will appear during the 
coming year. Others scheduled are a book 
list, “British Civilization and Institutions” 
sponsored by the International Relations 
Board; “Subject Guide to Public Documents,” 
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a companion to Subject Guide to Reference 
Books; and the "Guide to Comparative Lit- 
erature and Intercultural Relations" men- 
tioned in the 1943 report. A hundred or more 
specialists in various fields have contributed 
to this work which will be outstanding in 
scholarship and will offer far-reaching possi- 
bilities toward international understanding. 


Published Last Year 


From the standpoint of general interest the 
second edition of Anniversaries and Holidays 
was the outstanding book on last year's list. 
It is practically a new work. Today's Hand- 
book for Librarians was useful enough to 
have sold out completely and, as already 


stated, a new edition with new emphasis is, 


in preparation. The school librarians com- 
pleted their statement of school library 
standards which was published in the Plan- 
ning for Libraries series under the title School 
Libraries for Today and Tomorrow, Func- 
tions and Standards. A second Activity Book 
by Fargo was published and an addition to 
the series Experimenting Together, The Li- 
brarian and the Teacher of Home Economics. 
The eleventh Cataloger’s and Classifier’s 
Yearbook, a survey of the National Medical 
Library, a second printing of the popular 
pamphlet Patrons Are People, a seventh edi- 
tion of Buying List of Books for Small Libra- 
ries, and the list Books Published in the 
United States, 1939-1943 were issued. The 
last-named, prepared at the New York Public 
Library with the assistance of subject spe- 
cialists, includes those books which represent 
a contribution to scholarship or research. It 
was a project of the International Relations 
Board financed by a grant from the Rocke- 
feller Foundation. 


Relations with Divisions 


Publishing was one of the items discussed 
by the Executive Board and officers of the 
various divisions at an informal meeting called 
in connection with the Council meetings held 
in October 1944. The simplification of pub- 
lishing procedures was considered and is being 
given further study. 

Two members of the Committee on Pub- 
lications of the A.C.R.L., including the chair- 
man; the president of A.C.R.L.; and the 
chief of the Publishing Department devoted 
most of one day to a consideration of over-all 
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problems in the college and research field. A 
new plan of attack, outlined by the chairman, 
was approved in principle. After consulting 
his committee he was to draw up a plan for 
action, possibly with a project calling for 
special financing. How far this has gone has 
not been reported. 

A group of publishihg proposals which had 
been referred in March 1942 to the Publica- 
tions Committee of the Division of Cataloging 
and Classification for comment was returned 


. in March 1945 with indications as to which 


proposals seemed the most important and 
which might well be dropped. As a result, a 
number of projects were "killed" and a few 
earmarked for as early consideration as pos- 
sible. 

'The new Division of Public Libraries has 
set up a Publications Committee to which a 
number of proposals have already been re- 
ferred. It was hoped that the chairman might 
come to Headquarters to acquaint himself 
with materials in file and to discuss machinery 
for getting proposals evaluated and some of 
the more important projects under way. That 
has not been possible up to now and is some- 
thing which might be done profitably next 
year. ‘ 


Membership Participation 


Each year grateful acknowledgment is made 
to the scores of librarians on committees and 
boards who help in the planning of the pub- 
lishing program and in the critical examina- 
tion of manuscripts and outlines. Members 
at large are also occasionally circularized and 
their responses found extremely helpful. The 
wide response to this year’s query regarding 
a book of activities and projects for small 
public libraries was most heartening. For all 
of this help we are extremely grateful. 

Greater membership participation in A.L.A. 
affairs was one of the objectives of the re- 
organization which was effected a few years 
ago on the recommendation of the Third 
Activities Committee. The Committee on 
Relations with Local Library Groups and on 
Membership Participation is now concerned 
with the same problem. It might be well to 
ask what the response of the membership is 
when it is given an opportunity to partici- 
pate. To an 4.L.A. Bulletin note asking for 
reactions to a specific publishing proposal, 
about ten replies were received. About the 
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same response was received to a plea in Col- 
lege and Research Libraries, June 1943, ask- 
ing for comments on thirty-one publishing 
proposals in the college and university field 
there described. Out of fifteen thousand mem- 
bers less than 250 voted on the list of out- 
standing books of 1944 (4.L.4. Bulletin, 
March 1945) despite the fact that every, 
librarian might be expected to have opinions 
and be willing to register opinions about 
books. Out of about two hundred Council 
members, approximately a dozen commented 
on a list of A.L.A. publishing proposals sub- 
mitted in April: Councilors are picked by 
: the members as their representatives and a 
special obligation would seem to rest on them 
to express opinions whenever an opportunity 
is afforded. In fairness it should be said 
that after a follow-up in June the total re- 
sponses numbered thirty-seven, but that still 
represents a small percentage of a group of 
two hundred. 

"What does all of this signify? Are librar- 
ians really apathetic, or is it that their per- 
formance falls short of their good intentions? 
Whatever the explanation, we must all re- 
mind ourselves that committees cannot pro- 
duce professional tools like rabbits from a hat 
and that satisfactory results in this field 
depend largely on a pooling of experience and 
judgment. We must remember also that ad- 
verse comment is helpful in balancing over- 
enthusiasm and that failure to register any 
opinion whatever retards group action. It is 
hoped that the committee now^concerned with 
the problem will discover techniques for stim- 
ulating wider participation on the part of 
the membership; that it will tell us not only 
that interpretation of A.L.A. activities is 
needed but how adequate interpretation can be 
brought about. 


Editorial O ffice 


The final editing of manuscripts and book 
production are handled by Mrs. Pauline 
Shipp Love. While the number of new books 
issued for sale decreased as compared with 
preceding years, the problems connected with 
seeing a book through the press have increased 
unbelievably. Shortages of both materials and 
manpower create situations that require 
going over the same ‘ground again and again 
to keep jobs moving. Because of paper short- 
ages, needs have had to be estimated weeks 





417 


and months in advance. Cover stock which 
many firms no longer manufacture presents a 
particular problem for us inasmuch as the 
large proportion of our titles are paper-bound. 

W.P.B.s inventory and delivery restric- 
tions on paper were so severe in our «case 
that an appeal was necessary and was granted. 
An arbitrary paper inventory figure was set, 
based on an estimate of immediate needs. 
The restrictions were eased somewhat for the 
third quarter of the calendar year and were 
revoked as the fiscal year closed. : The keep- 
ing of detailed records on paper usage for 
both books and periodicals is an exacting 
task. The record for books was examined 
by W.P.B. in January. 

While fewer new books were produced, 
the volume of departmental publications and 
of reprints brought the total number of items 
handled to fifty-two as compared with fifty- 
four last year. Among the substantial items ` 
reprinted were 4.L.4. Catalog Rules, 1908 
edition as well as the preliminary American 
second edition, Guide to Reference Books, 
Library in the School, Library Trustee, Sub- 
ject Guide to Reference Books, Subject Index 
to Books for Primary Grades, and Teacher- 


. Librarian's Handbook. Because of the scarc- 


ity of binding cloths some of these had to be 
put into new dress. : 


Sales 


Sales exceeded $110,000, about $24,000 over 
the budget. As a result, the publishing deficit. 
was completely wiped out. This can be at- 
tributed to several factors: the appearance of 
titles like Anniversaries and Holidays and 
Activity Book #2, both of which sold well 
(the former produced over $20,000) ; the ac- 
cumulation of a backlog of continuingly use- 
ful items; ability to buy on the part of 
libraries; and consistent advertising and sales 
efforts. A.L.A. Books and Pamphlets was 
released to about 12,000 libraries and School 
Activities and the Library to some 20,000 . 
prospective customers in the school field. In . 
addition about 50 mailings were made totaling 
nearly 100,000 letters, releases, circulars, 
cards, etc. Thirty publications exhibits were 
sent to library and educational association 
meetings. Between 75 and 100 pages of dis- 
play advertising appeared in the library press. 
Review and sample copies of new titles also 
went in numbers ranging from 15 to 250 to 
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library and educational magazines and to 
picked individuals in the educational field. 

Carl A. Dahl, who is in charge of sales, 
spent two weeks in New York City in the 
fal in the interest of Booklist advertising. 
That effort was supplemented by continuous 
contact by mail with prospective advertisers 
and advertising agencies. ‘The revenue pro- 
duced was $6200, against a budget of 
$4500. 

Booklist subscriptions continue to increase; 
the August issue reached 10,035 subscribers. 
'The average for the twelve months closing 
with August was 9785, an increase of 514 
over last year's average. The average for 
the Subscription Books Bulletin was 3687, an 
increase of 384, and for the Hospital Book 
Guide, 568, a drop of 9t. 

The revenue produced by the department 
during the 1944-45 fiscal year is itemized as 
follows: 


Publication sales $109,637 
Publication subsidies 500 
Booklist subscriptions 29,354. 
Booklist single copy sales 302 
Booklist sale of review books 2,990 
Booklist advertising 6,232 

$149,015 


A new trade group, the National Microfilm 
Association, organized in the spring of 1945, 
contemplates the publication of a new journal 
and inquired concerning the possibility of its 
taking over the Journal of Documentary Re- 
production. After having consulted present 
and former members of the Committee on 
Photographic Reproduction of Library Ma- 
terials, A.L.A. officers came to the conclusion 
that the name of the J.D.R. should be re- 
served for the A.L.A. and that the latter 
should be free to revive the Journal at some 
future time whenever a need arises. 

The editorship of the Hospital Book Guide 
is still in the hands of Gertrude M. Edwards, 
but she finds it necessary to resign after the 
October 1945 issue is prepared. She and Ber- 
tha K. Wilson, president of the Hospital Li- 
braries Division, are seeking a successor. The 
Subscription Books Bulletin, under the able 
guidance of Katherine E. Anderson, chairman 
of the Subscription Books Committee, and of 
Amelia Kearns, of the Publishing staff, con- 
tinues to render an important service to 
libraries and schools. During the year the 
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Subcommittee Evaluating Free and Inexpen- 
sive Materials offered principally to schools 
was reconstituted under the chairmanship of 
Ruth M. Ersted. Additional vocational ma- 
terials were reviewed in January and April, 
and the October bulletin will be partially 
devoted to reviews of maps and map services 
prepared by the subcommittee. Grateful 
acknowledgement is due the several groups 
and each individual within those groups who 
devote so much of their time to these pe- 
riodicals which subscribers are so likely to 
take for granted. 

An increase in the postal rates on books is 
provided for in H.R. 3235. For the hearings, 
at which the A.L.A. was represented, infor- 
mation was assembled from representative li- 
braries throughout the country and, as a 
result, modifications were made giving li- 
braries preferred treatment as to rates. But 
those rates are still higher for certain zones 
than the present book post. The bill is sched- 
uled to come up in the fall for Congressional 
action. 

Interest in Spanish translations of A.L.A. 
titles continues unabated. ‘Through the In- 
ternational Relations Office, permission to 
translate has been given to several agencies 
and librarians in Latin America during the 
past year. As the A.L.A.’s interest is pri- 
marily in library development, no financial 
return to the A.L.A. will be made and the 
authors in every case have generously agreed 
to forgo royalties. To date permissions have 
been granted concerning the following titles 
and presumably translations are or soon will 
be under way: Book Selection, Code for 
Classifiers, Introduction to Cataloging and 
the Classification of Books (Portuguese as 
well:as Spanish), Introduction to Reference 
Work, Simple Library Cataloging, and Work 
with Children in Public Libraries. 

A brief sketch “25 Years of A.L.A. Pub- 
lishing” appeared in the 4.0.4. Bulletin for 
May 1945, p. 171-74. 

'The personnel situation in the department 
improved over the previous year, there being 
only two changes except for billing and ship- 
ping. There, there were four changes out of 
five positions. The most serious was the loss 
by sudden death of a very competent shipping 
clerk. The position remained vacant for 
about seven weeks during which time the 
billing staff assumed the additional responsi- 
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bility for collecting orders, zoning, stamping 
packages, etc. Men were employed evenings 
to pack and wrap: Because Chicago was 
classified as a critical labor area the filling of 
the position was difficult. Finally a man was 
found who, because of his age, needs an as- 
sistant on half time. Much of the credit for 
keeping orders moving goes to Isabel Hemp- 
hill, chief biller. 

During the year 103 projects were worked 
on, 24 manuscripts received, and 10 offered. 
Of the manuscripts received 7 were published, 
3 are in press, 8 are being considered or re- 


vised, and 6 were rejected. All of the 10 of- ` 
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fered were rejected, all but one of them being 
outside the field of A.L.A. publishing. This 
report is supplemented by the charts found on 
pages 427-28. The Booklist and Subscription 
Books Committee reports follow this one. 
The Editorial Committee held no meetings 
during the year; the membership remained 
unchanged. Members of the committee: 
Helen M. Harris, C. Irene Hayner, Marian 
C. Manley, Eleanor Hitt Morgan. J 
WHARTON MILLER, Chairman 
A.L.A. Editorial Committee - 
Everett O. FONTAINE, Chief 
Publishing Department 


The Book list 


An uneventful year in The Booklist office, 
which permitted us to function in the routine 
way that is essential in handling a constant 
flow of books and meeting a rigid schedule 
of printer’s deadlines twice a month, has been 
satisfactory for the staff but was entirely 
lacking in the dramatic elements necessary for 
a colorful report. As in previous war years, 
we have been hampered by the tardiness of 
review copies, for in spite of fine cooperation 
from publishers, thé exigencies of the book 
world in printing, binding, and shipping have 
been felt in this office. Although many books 
have not arrived here until after publication 
date, others have come early, and it is grati- 
fying to know that we have frequently re- 
viewed important books on the date of 
publication or as close to it as our twice-a- 
month schedule permitted. This record will, 
we hope, be improved during the coming year, 
as publishers! review copies are again avail- 
able at an earlier date. 

Smaller publishers! lists mean a smaller 
Booklist, as fewer books are received during 
each war year. This decline has been par- 
ticularly noticeable in the number of reprints 
and new editions. Three thousand six hun- 
dred and ninety-one books were received in 
1943-44, and 3307 in 1944-45. Of these, 1799 
titles were listed: 1006 adult classified books, 
299 fiction, 252 children's books, and 242 series 
and editions. ; : 

Since October 1944 T'he Booklist has had 
the advantage of a complete staff. Mary E. 
Dollard was lent by the Cleveland Public 
Library for temporary work during Septem- 
ber, and in October Mrs. Sara P. Shepherd, 


of the Denver Public Library, came as perma- 
nent assistant. More adequate attention for 
technical books has been possible through the 
innovation of adding the services of a techni- 
cal librarian to supplement’ the regular staff. 
Andre $. Nielsen, librarian of the Public Li- 
brary, Evanston, Ill, gives some time each 
month to The Booklist and is responsible for 
the selection and annotation of technical books. : 

We are, as always, indebted to contributors 
for bibliographical articles and lists, some of 
which have had wide distribution in reprint 
form: “Some Recent Geographical Publica- 
tions” by Ena L. Yonge, American Geo- 
graphical Society; “What Is the Role of 
Consumer Cooperatives?” by C. J. McLana- 
han, The Cooperative League; “Educating 
for Family Life" by Gladys Hoagland 
Groves, Marriage and Family Council, Inc.; 
“Some Recent Books for Tired Eyes” by 
Charlotte Matson, Minneapolis Public Li- 
brary; and “Health Books for Public Li- 
braries, 1944” by Mrs. Eva Rudd Hawkins, 
National Health Library. Mrs. Edith Kam- 
merling Covalt, Chicago Public Library, has 
taken over the preparation of the public docu- 
ments list, which appears as frequently as 
possible. 

"With the hope of helping librarians to co- 
operate with the U.S. Department of State 
in promoting study and discussion of the peace, 
“Building the Peace,” a list of suggested read- 
ing and film materials, was compiled in this 
office. This was followed, after the San 
Francisco Conference, by a summary of the 
publishing plans of some of the organizations 
represented at the conference. 
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Twelve days in New York City during 
January provided opportunity for the editor 
to meet publishers—more than fifty of them 
—-and to visit other cooperating associations. 
Publishers were cordial; they know The 
Booklist and realize the importance of library 
sales, and in several firms we are among the 
half-dozen agencies to whom the first review 
copies are mailed. . Some misunderstandings 
about the basis of Booklist recommendations 
were cleared up and relations were established 
with some of the newer firms. It is hoped 
that this visit can be repeated at least every 
second year, with Boston and Philadelphia in- 
cluded in the next one. In June Helen E. 
Kinsey represented Headquarters at the New- 
bery-Caldecott luncheon in New York City 
and spent several days with children's editors. 
'This was of mutual profit; they were inter- 
ested in librarians’ reactions and in Booklist 
procedure, and Miss Kinsey made new con- 
tacts, gained a better understanding of pub- 
lishers’ problems, had a preview of fall books, 
and discussed trends in children’s books and 
the future of juvenile publishing. 

During the past year Books for Young 
People, formerly an annual, appeared three 
times. One list was prepared by a committee 
of school librarians, Marjorie H. Van Deu- 
sen, chairman; and two by a committee of 
the Young People’s Reading Round Table 
under the chairmanship of Margaret Jean 
Ward. . 
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Following suggestions from librarians that 
an A.L.A. list of notable books would be ap- 
propriate and useful, the 4.L.4. Bulletin and 
The Booklist, with the cooperation of Magnus 
K. Kristoffersen, chairman of the Lending 
Section of the Division of Public Libraries, 
experimented with *5o Outstanding Books of 
1944." <A preliminary selection, published in 
the Bulletin, was voted on by members of the 
Association and the resulting list was printed 
in both Bulletin and Booklist. ‘This, however, 
has brought little comment from librarians. 
In spite of requests for opinions about its 
desirability as an annual feature, very few 
subscribers have responded, and we doubt that 
the list justifies the time and effort given to 
it by the chairman and The Booklist staff. 

A new feature begun in Volume 41 is the 
addition of book titles to the author and sub- 
ject index in each issue. This has meant a 
slight increase in the cost of paper and print- 
ing, but it also increases the convenience in 
using individual issues. This additional serv- 
ice had been frequently requested by sub- 
scribers. 

If subscriptions are an indication, The 
Booklist is serving its purpose with fair satis- 
faction to librarians, for recent years have 
seen a small but steady increase. The 
monthly average in 1942-43 was 8780, in 
1943-44, 9271, and in 1944-45, 9785. 

EILEEN DUGGAN 
Editor of The Booklist 


Subscription Books 


In spite of the crowded schedules and 
limited time for outside activities, the mem- 
bers of the Subscription Books Committee 
have given generously of their time and energy 
to review current reference books for the 
Subscription Books Bulletin. The committee 
continued its efforts to evaluate primarily 
reference books and sets about which in- 
quiries were most frequently received. The 


“number of such inquiries has shown a marked 


increase during the year. Many of them 
were received from individuals considering 
books for home purchase as well as from 
librarians. The revival of old sets without 
revision and the need for careful checking of 
the salesmen's claims were called to the atten- 
tion of subscribers in an editorial in the July 
issue. 

Correspondence with the Federal Trade 


Commission and Better Business Bureaus re- 
garding the committee’s estimates of given sets 
continues to be a regular and increasingly 
larger part of the committee work. Through 
the bulletin, the committee has continued to 
call the attention of subscribers to Federal 
Trade Commission stipulations and Better 
Business Bureau reports concerning subscrip- 
tion and reference book publishing and sales 
methods. 

Efforts have been made to evaluate books 
in subject fields in which inquiries have indi- 
cated subscriber interest. The July 1945 
issue, for example, included reviews of five 
one-volume aviation dictionaries and the Oc- 
tober 1944 issue included reviews of two 
titles concerned with the war, supplementing 
those reviewed in earlier issues. 

The Subcommittee Evaluating Free and 


PUBLISHING 


Inexpensive Materials was responsible for the 
evaluation of vocational materials which ap- 
peared in the January and April issues. It 
has also been at work on the evaluation of 
maps and map services of particular interest 
to schools, for review in the October issue. 
In selecting materials for review, suggestions 
were sought from city and state school li- 
brary supervisors and information gathered 
from the large commercial map publishers. 
'This survey of available material, preliminary 
to the actual work of assigning reviews, should 
result in evaluation of the types of materials 
in which school libraries are most interested. 
Because of the number and variety of map 
materials reported to the subcommittee, mem- 
bership in the group was enlarged from six to 
nine. 
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Membership on the committee was in- 
creased from fourteen to fifteen and is now 
representative of a wider range of geographic 
areas as well as of library interests. 

Again the committee wants to acknowledge 
its indebtedness to the Publishing Department 
at Headquarters, especially to Amelia Kearns, 
who has taken care of such a large part of 
the editorial work formerly left to the chair- 
man. Members of the committee: Helen 
Anderson, Mildred Clyde Armstrong, Jose- 
phine Baumgartner, Robert A. Canny, Jack 
Dalton,-Milton A. Drescher, Helen M- Focke,- 
Ruth W. Gregory, C. Irene Hayner, Rose 
Bernice Phelps, Donalda Putnam, Vera Wini- 
fred Schott, ‘Evelyn Ray Sickels, Rose L. 
Vormelker. 

KATHERINE E. ANDERSON, Chairman 


Union List of Serials Supplement ' ! 


(Special Advisory Committee) 


The compiling of information for the sup- 
plement to the Union List of Serials has 
been completed, and the volume is being 
printed. It is expected to be ready for dis- 
tribution by the end of October. It will be 
approximately one quarter the size of the 
main volume and will be printed in a some- 
what smaller format. š 

In June a questionnaire was issued request- 


ing advice on periodic supplements to the 
Union List of Serials’ The replies to this 
questionnaire indicate a preponderant ap- 
proval for five-year supplements. No action 
has as yet been taken on the replies to this 
questionnaire. 
Members of the committee: Florence Brad- 
ley and Helmer L. Webb. 
Wyrus E. WricHT, Chairman 





APPENDIX A 
Ai TE Library Schools 


The Board of Education for Librarianship has classifed and accredited the following 
library schools under Minimum Requirements for Library Schools adopted by the A.L.A. 
Council in October 1933.1 Classification of the schools neither includes nor implies a 
comparative rating or grading. The schools are listed alphabetically by the italicized name 
in common usage, with date of establishment and present classification, 


New York State College for Teachers, Department of Librarianship, Albany. 1926. Type 
III.52 

Atlanta University, School of Library Service (for Negroes). 1941. "Type II. 

University of California, School of Librarianship. 1919. Type I. 

Catholic University of America, Department of Library Science. 1938. Type IL9* 

University of Chicago, Graduate Library School. 1926; opened 1928. Type 1.25 

Columbia University, School of Library Service. 1887. Type 1.59 

Texas State College for Women, Department of Library Science, Denton. 1929. Type 
III.23 

University of Denver, School of Librarianship. 1931. Type III.3 

Drexel Institute of Technology, School of Library Science. 1891. Type II. 

Emory University, Library School. 1905. Type II.3 

Kansas State Teachers College of Emporia, Library School. 1928. Type III.? 

University of Illinois, Library School. 1893. Type I.3 j 

University of Kentucky, Department of Library Science. 1933. Type III.?? 

Louisiana State University, Library School. 1931. Type II.3 

McGill University, Library School. 1927. Type II. 

University of Michigan, Department of Library Science. 1926. ‘Type I.3 

University of Minnesota, Division of Library Instruction. 1928. "Type III. 

New Jersey College for Women, Library School. 1927. Type III. 

University of North Carolina, School of Library Science. 1931. Type II.3 

University of Oklahoma, School of Library Science. 1929. Type III. 

Our Lady of the Lake College, Department of Library Science. 1931. Type IL.5* 

George Peabody College for Teachers, Library School. 1928. Type II.237 

Carnegie Institute of Technology, Carnegie Library School, Pittsburgh. 1901. Type II. 

Pratt Institute, Library School. 1890. Type II. 

Rosary College, Department of Library Science. 1930. Type III.3»4 

College of St. Catherine, Library School. 1929. Type III. 

Simmons College, School of Library Science. 1902. Types II and III.3 

University of Southern California, Graduate School of Library Science. 1936. Type II.3 

Syracuse University, School of Library Science. 1908. Type II.3 

University of Toronto, Library School. 1928. Type IL.5 

University of Washington, School of Librarianship. 1911. Type II.8 

Western Reserve University, School of Library Science. 1904. Type II.3 

College of William and Mary, Department of Library Science. 1931. Type III? 

University of Wisconsin, Library School. 1906. Type II. 

1 Proceedings of the Fifty-Fifth Annual Conference, p. 610-13. 

? Emphasizes service in schools and colleges. 

3 Accredited curriculum also offered in summer sessions, 

4 Emphasizes service in Catholic schools and colleges. 

5 Advanced curriculum only, accredited. 

€ Degree curricula only, accredited, 


T Curriculum leading to B.S, in L.S. only, accredited, 
§ Curriculum leading to B.A. in Librarianship only, accredited. 
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APPENDIX B ' 


Library i Revenues 


A Reading List of References 


The following list of references, prepared 
mainly by Grinton I. Will, director of the 
Public Library, Yonkers, N.Y., is selective 
rather than comprehensive. Mr. Will notes 
that there is such a decided trend toward 
building that references on building and its 
postwar financing have been included liberally. 


American Library Association. Annual Re- 
ports. A.L.A. Bulletin, Oct. 1, 1944. 


See, “The Extension of Library Servicen Pal 
40); "Library Revenues" (p. 336-37); and * CUR 
Revenues, A Reading List of References, September 
1943-August 1944" (p. 403). 


American Library Association. Standards 
and Planning for Public Libraries. Chi- 
cago, 1944. 12p. 


A summary of Post-War standerds for Public Li- 
braries, published in 1943 by the A.L.A. 


American Municipal Association. “Miscel- 
laneous Sources of Municipal Revenues." 
Chicago, May 10, 1945. 4p. (Mimeo.) 

Beal, H. Marjorie. “The State and the 
Rural Library." Wilson Library Bulletin 
19:321-24, 326, January 1945. 


Brunet, J. A. "School Libraries in Canada." 
Wilson Library Bulletin 19:188-90, No- 
vember 1944. 


Cain, Joseph Harvey. College Investments 
under War Conditions. Washington, D.C., 
1944. (American Council on Education 
Studies, ser. 3—Financial Advisory Service 
—vol. 8, no. 21, September 1944.) 


Carnegie Corporation of New York. Re- 
port of the President, the Secretary, and 
the Treasurer, for the Year Ended Sep- 
tember 30, 1944. New York City, 1944. 
96p. 

See “Canadian Library Council" (p. 23-24). 

“The Clearing House.” 4.L.4. Bulletin 39: 
187-88, May 1945, "Library Extension 
News;" 39:216-17, june 1945, "Library 
Extension Notes." 

Dean, Mrs. Lucille. "And Now a Wholesale 
County Library; A Colorado Unit Solves 
Its Own Problems.” Library Journal 70: 
254-56, Mar. 15, 1945. 

Flexner, Jennie M. “How to Start a Public 


August 1944—July 1945 


Library." Good Housekeeping 119:25, 
153-54, September 1944. 


Gill, Norman N. Municipal Research Bu- 
reaus. Washington, D.C., American Coun- 
cil on Public Affairs, 1944. 


Groves, Harold M. “New Revenues for 
Municipalities.” Municipality (League of 
Wisconsin Municipalities, 30 E. Johnson 
St., Madison 3), May 1945, p. 89-90. 

Hinesley, Pearl R. and Rivinus, F. M. 
"Roanoke to Have New Library Build- 
ing.” Library Journal 70:253-54, Mar. 15, 
1945. 

“How They Did It; A Symposium on Secur- 
ing an Increase in the Rate of Tax for 
Public Libraries.” Illinois Libraries 27: 
137-46, March 1945. 


Ireland, Norma Olin, and Garrison, 
Gretchen J. “None So Blind...” Wil- 
son Library Bulletin 19:464-67, 469; March 
1945. 

See especially section on "Money" (p. 467, 469). 

Leland, Simeon E. "Problems of Postwar 
Taxation.” May 2, 1945. 26p. (Mimeo.) 
Apply to author, University of Chicago, 
Chicago 37. 


“Libraries and the War Program.” Library 
Journal 70:238, Mar. 15, 1945. "Confer- 
ence on Devastated Libraries." 


"Library Books Reviewed." Library Journal 
70:485, 496, May 15, 1945. 


See “The Maryland Survey" by John C. French, 
member of the survey committee (p. 485, 496). 


"Library Revenues."  4.L.4. Bulletin 38: 


221-22, June 1945. 


"Library World News." Library Journal 
69:891, Oct. 15, 1944, "Progress Report;" 
70:75, Jan. 15, 1945, "More County Li- 
braries in Washington," "Large Gifts," 
“Specific;” 70:122-23, Feb. 1, 1945, "Prog- 
ress at Worcester," "Early Benefactor;" 
70:417-21, May 1, 1945, “Winn Parish 
Leads,” “High School Libraries,” “Memo- 
rial Idea Good," “N.D. Law Amended;” 
70:484, May 15, 1945, “Memorial Gift;” 
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70:527, June 1, 1945, “Gift of Psychiatric 
Books;" 70:578-79, June 15, 1945, “Seeks 
State Aid," "New County Libraries;" 70: 
646, July 1945, “Salary Increases at Erie,” 
“More Increases” by Ralph A. Ulveling. 


Madison, Wis. Special Citizens Committee 
on New Sources of Revenue. Report. Jan. 
19, 1945. 

Martin, James W. “Economical Postwar 
Libraries for Kentucky.” Library Journal 
70:58-60, Jan. 15, 1945. 

Maryland State Planning Commission. The 
Free Public Library in Maryland. (Pub- 
lication no. 42 of the commission.) ' Johns 
Hopkins University, 1944. 


Merrill, Julia Wright. | "State Leaders Seek 
Legislation for Complete Public Library 
Service." Library Journal 70:150-52, Feb. 
I5, 1945. 

“The Month at Random." Wilson Library 
Bulletin 19:348, January 1945, see items 
re Minneapolis Public Library; 19:356, 
January 1945, see item re Technology Li- 
brary Fund; 19:513, March 1945, see item 
re gift to Newark Public Library. 


Morison, C. K. "Regional Libraries in Can- 
ada.” Wilson Library Bulletin 19:181-84, 
November 1944. 


“New Buildings and Equipment.” Library 
Journal 69:663, August 1944, “New 
Branch Building for Providence” by Clar- 
ence E. Sherman; 69:1112-16, Dec. 15, 
1944, "Michigan State College Plans Addi- 
tion," “To Complete Book Stacks,” “Colby 
Plans New Building,” “Queens College 
Announces Plans,” “San Diego to Have 
New Main Library Building,’ “Living 
Memorials" "Mount Union’s Plans,” 
"After a Building—Books,” “Seattle Pub- 
lic Library—Proposed Five-Year Postwar 
Library Program," “Plans Campaign;” 70: 
39, Jan. 1, 1945, “San Francisco P.L. Has 
Postwar Program” by Robert Rea; 70:80, 
Jan. .15, 1945, “Plans to Rebuild” by 
Willa Matheson Boysworth, “Houston’s 
Plans,” “Will Build,” “New Home;" 70: 
125-26, Feb. 1, 1945, “Chicago’s Postwar 
Plan,” “Maritimes Have Building Plans,” 
“Addition Needed ;" 70:184, Feb. 15, 1945, 
“Library Included,” “Wells, Vt., Has New 
Library ;” 70:271, Mar. 15, 1945, “Prince- 
ton to Build;” 70:422, May 1, 1945, “Paine 
College to Build;” 70:647, July 1945, 


"New Sources 


“Urges Memorial Buildings,” “Establishes 
Memorial,” “Symbol?” 


of Municipal Revenue.” 
Municipal Finance. Chicago, May 1945. 
Entire issue devoted to this subject. 

“Notes and Quotes.” Wilson Library Bulle- 
tin 19:240, December 1944, "Ritter Be- 
. quests to Libraries;" 19:586, May 1945, 
“Millionaire Historian.” 


Nourse, Louis M. “A Constitutional Vic- 
tory.”  4.L.4. Bulletin 39:201-04, June 
1945. 


Public Management, April 1945, p. 119, "New: 
Sources of Municipal Revenue;" +p. 123, 
"Finance News from Here and There.” 


Ranlett, L. Felix. “Contender.” Library 
Journal 69:1066, Dec. 15, 1944. 

The Bangor, Me., Stodder bequest. 

"Readers Open Forum." Library Journal 
69:827, Oct. 15, 1944, "From the Enoch 
Pratt Library" by Joseph L. Wheeler; 70:2, 
Jan. 1, 1945, "Going Up!” “Minneapolis 
Benefits;" 70:412, May 1, 1945, “Rare 
Books to San Antonio;" 70:428, May 15, 
1945, "Planning Addition;" 70:500, June 
I, 1945, "Increased Budget,” “Practical Ad- 
vice," “Bequest.” 


Spaulding, Forrest B. “ "The Equal Chance’ 
via Federal Grants." Wilson Library Bul- 
letin 19:391-93, 409, February 1945. 

Stedman, Dorothy J. “Varied Efforts.” 
Wilson Library Bulletin 19:493, March 
1945. 

In “Public Relations Roundup.” 

Warren, Althea H. “Library Building Is 
in the Air.” Library Journal .69:1076-77, 
Dec. 15, 1944. 


Woodworth, Leo Day. “Shared Taxes 
(State-Municipal) ; Amounts and Distri- 
bution.” American Municipal Association, 
1313 E. 6oth St., Chicago 37. Report No. 
155. November 1944. $1. 


Among the most useful current bibliogra- 
phies to include items on public revenues and 
finance are the weekly list “Recent Publica- 
tion on Governmental Relations” issued by the- 
Joint Reference Library at 1313 E. 6oth St., 
Chicago 37; lists in Public Management, Na- 
tional Municipal Review, and Municipal Fi- 
nance. 

Joun Boynton Kaiser, Chairman 
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APPENDIX C 


A Plan for Proposed Unified Indexing 
and Abstracting Service 


It is proposed to establish a unified index- 
ing and abstracting service to consolidate or 
supersede all those currently appearing, and 
to provide uniform and complete coverage in 
all subject fields. 

All literature appearing in the English lan- 
guage in all subjects, and such foreign litera- 
ture as committees would request, shall be 
indexed or abstracted according to the follow- 
ing plan: 


I. Indexes. 


a. Appearing weekly, cumulating monthly, 
with annual bound volumes. 

1. Cumulative book index replacing C.B I. 
and list in Publishers Weekly. 

b. Appearing biweekly, cumulating quar- 
terly, with annual bound volumes. 

2. Index to general periodicals (all gen- 
eral interest magazines). 

3. Index to selected periodicals (a list of 
titles in all fields chosen by and for small and 
medium-sized libraries). 

4. Book review (author and title index 
to all book reviews appearing in English lang- 
uage periodicals and selected foreign period- 
icals). 

c. Appearing monthly, cumulating quarterly, 
with annual bound volumes. 

5. Index to administrative publications of 
universities, societies, foundations, institutions, 
etc. 

d. Appearing monthly, with annual bound 
cumulations. 

6. Document indexes (listing publications 
of governmental er semiofficial leaders, except 
those with subject content and those appearing 
in periodical form; with "see" reference in the 
list, referring from those omitted to the index 
in which they are covered). 

(a) U.S. documents (listing United 
States Government Printing Office publications 
and all mimeographed and printed publications 
appearing with federal agency as author, ex- 
cept when the agency is coauthor with a state, 
county, or municipality). 

(b) State documents (listing all official 
publications of states and those with states as 
coauthor), ' 

(c) County and municipal documents 
(listing all official publications of counties and 
municipalities and publications with them as 
coauthors). 

e. Miscellaneous (published at regular but 
infrequent intervals). 


7. Special aids (A.L.A. Booklist, poetry 
and play indexes, standard catalogs). 

Il. Abstracting services (abstracting all peri- 
odicals, serials, documents with subject scope 
or appearing in periodical form, books, and 
pamphlets, and appearing monthly, cumulating 
semiannually, and with annual bound volumes. 
It is understood that all fields which can be 
conveniently broken into sections for individual 
sale should be thus divided; it is also under- 
stood that publications should furnish abstracts 
of papers printed for the service at the time 
the paper appears). 

a. Biological sciences and technologies. 
1. Biology (including biochemistry and 
biophysics) 
2. Agriculture 
3. Medicine 
b. Physical sciences and technologies. 
4. Physics and chemistry (including bio- 
chemistry and biophysics) 
5. Mathematics 
6. Astronomy 
7. Engineering 
8. Technologies (including geology, min- 
eralogy, etc.) 
€. Social science and technologies. 
9. Economics 
ro. Political science and public affairs 
11. Sociology 
12. Business 
d. Humanities. : 
13. Geography, anthropology, history 
14. Literature 
1s. Philosophy, religion, psychology 


Personnel 


I. General committee, comprising a steering 
committee of one member from each of the 
following associations: 

American Association for the Advancement 


. of Science, American Council of Learned So- 


cieties, American Library Association, Associa- 
tion of Research Libraries, Medical Library 
Association, National Research Council, Social 
Science Research Council, and Special Libraries 
Association, together with an executive secre- 
tary, and subcommittees chosen from any learned 
or scientific societies, depending on subject scope 
of problems to be solved. 

II. Executive secretary chosen by the general 
committee. 

Duties: To interpret the policies laid down 
by the general committee; to supervise the 
organization; to make contacts with publishers; 
to recommend personnel to the general commit- 
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tee; to coordinate the work of the editors; to 
make all public contacts. ^ 
III. Editors. ‘ 
Eight: One for each of the following classes: 
x. Cumulative book index. 
2. Index to general literature; index to 
selected periodicals; book review index. 
3. Administrative publications 
documents index. 
4. Special aids. 
5. Biological sciences. ^ 
6. Physical sciences. 
7. Social sciences. 
8. Humanities. 
Duties: To supervise the collection entries in 
their files, under the policies determined by the 


index; 


à 
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general committee; to supervise the organization 
of entries into manuscript form; and to super- 
vise the work of the indexer and clerical staff 
compiling the sérvices. : 

IV. Indexers. 

V. File clerks, stenographers, typists, etc, as 
necessary. : 


Financing . 


I. By subsidy from societies, the government, 
grants-in-aid, etc., for five years until subscrip-. 
tion costs and service are established. 

II. By subscription at flat rates for 

a. Total work 
b. Sections 


APPENDIX D 


ALA. Publishing Projects and Proposals 
August 1045 


Activity Book—Public Library 
Agricultural Libraries—Manual 
Archives—Administration Manual 
Bibliography 

Bibliotherap 


















































Binding—Manual _ . 
Biography—American Library Pioneers 
R. R. Bowker 
—— Charles C. Jewett 
———— — —— Mary Wright Plummer 
—— — — —- William F. Poole 
—— Caroline Burnite Walker 
—— ustin Winsor 
Omnibus Volume . 
College and University Li- 
brarians 
Public Librarians F 
— — School and Children's Libra- 
rians 





— ————— Special Librarians 
Biography—Mary Hall (School Libraries) 
Blind—Manual on Work with 
Book Annotation—Children's Books  . 
Book List Buying- Aeronautics (Periodic) 

asic Reference Books, 3d ed. 
Books for Adult Beginners |. 
British Civilization and Institutions. 
Buying List of Books for Small Li- 
braries, 7th ed. . 
Children's Books (Social Themes) : 
Children's Books in Large Type 
-College Libraries—-Annual Supple- 
ment to Shaw List ^ 


List 





















































Catholic Supplement to Shaw 


Foreign Languages 
Guide to Reference Books, 7th ed. 
Inexpensive Books for Boys and 




















Girls, 3d ed, 


Libraries 








Latin American Books for American 


Music 

Romances 

Russian 

Variant Titles 

Reading—By Way of Introduction, 2d ed. 
Fiction (Southern 

Novels Arranged According to Locale 
































Book Selection 
Children 
Young People 








—L- College Libraries— Undergraduate Level 

Buildings—College Library 

Public Library 

- — (Small)—T.V.A, 

Business Services—Public Library 

Cataloging—Aids for Cataloging 

Foreign Languages 

ALA. Catalog Rules al tes 

Handbook of Church Organization 

Name List (Authority File) 

Short)—Rules for 

Special Collections 

Local History 

Music 

Pamphlets 

Phonograph Records 

——— Photographs and Slides 

Public Documents (State) y 

Rare Books (16th & 17th Centuries) 

Vatican Code Translation 1 

Vatican Manuscript Code Translation 

Catholic Library Practice , 

Children—Library Work with—Popular Interpretation 

Children's Books— History 

Children's Department—Budgets 

Children's Reading 

Children's Rooms——Administration ` 

Circulation Work 

Civil Service 

Classification— Classification (Herdman), zd. ed. 

Library of Congress Manua z 

Club Programs 
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APPENDIX F 
Committees and Boards Not Reporting 


American Association for Applied Psychology Educational Relationships in Local Com- 


and A.L.A. munities 
Annuities, Pensions, and Life Insurance Hospital Library Service, Special Joint Com- 
Bibliography mittee 
Boards and Committees Importations 
Book Acquisitions Library Literature in Translation - 


Books for Devastated Libraries, Joint Com- Relations with H. W. Wilson Company 
mittee i 


Divisions 222 Round Tables Not Reporting 


Acquisition Department Heads of Research Library Extension Division 


Libraries A Library Unions 
Art Reference Professional Training 
` Junior Members Religious Books 


Library Buildings 
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Librarians in the Armed Services.and in Camp Libraries m 
Discuss Librarianship in the Light of. Their Service Experiences: f. 


A Librarian on leave Looks at 
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His Profession 


Rosert MITCHELL LIGHTFOOT, Jr. 


NTIL I was well past the thirty- 
í | year mark, my life, with the 

exception of a few summer vaca- 
tions, had been spent in a purely academic 
atmosphere. I did move around enough 
to avoid complete stagnation, but my con- 
tacts with the "outside world" were neg- 
ligible. I tended to take schools, colleges, 
and libraries pretty much for granted and 
gave only occasional passing thought to non- 
academic pursuits. This seemed to be true 
of most of my colleagues and acquaintances 
in my two professions of teaching and 
librarianship. 

And then in the fall of 1942 all this 
changed, as it did for a great many other 
academicians. I became Private Lightfoot, 
C.A.C. (A.A.A.), Army of the United 
States. Enough has been written by Pri- 
vate Hargrove and others to make it 
unnecessary for me to dwell on the disturb- 


(LBrronr taking his military leave Mr. Lightfoot 
was circulation librarian of the North Carolina State 
College, Raleigh. He attended Wake Forest College, 
North Carolina State College, University of Virginia, 
and Syracuse University School of Library Science. 
After four years as professor of social science at the 
Technology Industrial Institute, Spartanburg, S.C. 
and principal of St. Davids Academy, Society Hill, 
S.C. he was librarian of the Scranton-Keystone 
Junior College for six years. In 1941 he assumed 
his position at North Carolina State College. He is 
the author of Negro Crime in a Small Urban Com- 
munity. 


ance this shift involved. Anyway, like 
most of the others, I adjusted to it and 
stayed in for eight months; then, for 
various reasons, I was discharged and faced 
the world as just another ex-corporal. 

I was still on leave from my library job 

and anxious to help the war effort along, 
so, though I knew nothing of machinery, 
I went to work on the night shift in a small 
factory. I ran a drill press. Seven months 
later I took an office job, as better befitting 
the dignity of a professional man, in a 
large corporation manufacturing something 
the Navy wanted. I was an assistant pro- 
duction control engineer (a clerk with an 
impressive title to compensate for getting 
less money than the factory workers). 
After two months of running in circles, 
with little effect that I could see, on pro- 
duction, I got myself transferred to the 
factory portion of the plant, where I spent 
five or six nights a week operating a power 
saw. 
After four months of this, I begged off 
and joined the American Red Cross as 
assistant field director of service to the 
armed forces and was shipped to New 
Guinea for work with the Army. Six 
months later they sent me to the Admiral- 
ty Islands with the Navy, and by the time 
this appears I may be in the Philippines or 
China doing civilian relief work. 
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That’s a lot of prologue, but I think it 
might add a little force to what I want to 
say. After three years away from my own 
work, spent in military, industrial, business, 
Army welfare, and Navy welfare work, I 


think I can look at librarianship through ` 


new eyes. To use an overworked phrase, 
I am out of the forest far enough to see 
the trees. This being the case, I proceed 
to observe a few things I think the profes- 
sion needs to do in the postwar world. 

In a recent A.L.A. questionnaire this 
question, in effect, was asked: “Do you 
favor federal aid to libraries, and if so, 
what about federal control?" Well, I do 
favor federal aid as a means of offsetting 
sectional inequalities. Furthermore (I 
know this is potential dynamite and maybe 
I’m putting myself out on a limb in saying 
it), I do favor some degree of federal con- 
trol of libraries if federal aid is granted. 
Now, if you are willing to read beyond 
such a heretical statement, here is what I 
mean: With any general, large-scale grant 
of money there must be, if any sort of 
efficiency is to be maintained, some type of 
standards to be observed in spending that 
money. If there are standards, there must 
be means of enforcing them. A popular- 
type public library should be prevented, if 
necessary, from spending its entire allotment 
on rare and highly specialized volumes that 
have little place except in large research li- 
braries. * On the other hand, the expendi- 
ture of too much of an allotment on purely 
ephemeral material must also be avoided, 
as must a local-politics-dictated policy in 
book selection which might want to class as 
subversive anything of a thought-provoking 
nature. It is my belief that control of 
this type can best be handled by a federally 
organized and federally paid board of peo- 
ple familiar with library needs, function, 
and administration. This board could also 
see to it that local politicians would not 
arrange to have federal grants take the 
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place of, rather than supplement, local 
appropriations. 

Since getting into the outside world, I 
have discovered that more people than I 
would have suspected like to read but are 
allergic to libraries. A popular belief is 
that the typical library is a sort of tomb 
with books provided for souls from outside 
the world of everyday mortals. "This belief 
is so common that I think there must be some 
truth behind it. In fact, I know there is. 


A Human Institution 


ORTUNATELY, the old idea of a library 
F as a storehouse of learning has been 
largely displaced by the concept of it as a 
dispenser of knowledge, but too many li- 
brarians still put undue emphasis on thé 
observation of rules rather than the facts 
of human nature. I once knew a library 
that had so little money appropriated for 
it during the depression that its lights were 
cut off for months, the janitor was on a 
one-day-a-week basis, the two old ladies 
who ran it were paid only a pittance, and 
there were no new books or magazines, ex- 
cept for a few donations. But these old 
ladies worried little about rules, knew 
everybody in town, lost a lot of books—and 
ran a library that was used. I am glad | 
to say that the city fathers eventually 
realized: the value of their neglected insti- 
tution and put it back on its feet. But I 
am not sure they would have if it had been 
as formal, formidable, and forbidding as a 
great many libraries still are, instead of a 
definitely human institution. 

I don’t mean to imply that all, or even 
most, libraries are inhuman (I never would 
have gone into library work if they were), 
but far too many have tendencies in this 
direction. Nor do I mean to imply that 
rules are not necessary. They are. But 
so is the human touch. 

One of several possible ways of bringing 
about this humanizing process would be 
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through enlisting a larger proportion of men 
for library work. Naturally, men are no 
more human than women, but in an all- 
feminine or too-feminine-dominated library, 
potential male users are often repelled for 
the same reason that "pink teas," certain 
types of uplift societies, and chintzy tea- 
rooms scare them—human relationships are 
overbalanced by too much emphasis on the 
feminine side. 

Another thing worth thinking about at 
this point is this: Even though there is 
talk about federal aid, there is no certainty 
of it. Right now we are accustomed as a 
nation to spending big money, to thinking of 
expenditures in terms of billions of dollars. 
If the examples of history mean anything, 
this will be followed by a xeaction of gi- 
gantic proportions which will result in 
little, or in many cases nothing, in the way 
of local library appropriations. ‘Therefore, 
it is to the interest of the profession for 
each library to conserve what it has and to 
make it go as far as possible; in other words, 
to use cooperative methods in selecting, 
purchasing, and cataloging. 


Cooperation 


TEPS HAVE BEEN taken in this direction, 

but not enough of them. Vanderbilt 
University, Peabody College, and Scarritt 
College have a combined library. The Uni- 
versity of North Carolina and Duke Uni- 
versity (twelve miles apart) have a joint 
catalog, as do the three branches of the 
University of North Carolina, at Chapel 
Hill, Raleigh, and Greensboro. The Chat- 
tanooga Public Library and the University 
of Chattanooga Library share quartets. 
And there are other examples throughout 
the country, either in operation or in the 
planning stage. The Union List of Serials 
aids in avoiding duplication of purchases 
among libraries of the same area—when 
they choose to use it. All of these are 
steps in the right direction, but if the maxi- 
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mum efficiency is to be obtained in postwar 
libraries, they must go a great deal fur- 
ther. Many expensive reference books are 
extremely useful but needed for consulta- 
tion only infrequently. Libraries in the 
same areas can gain the use of far more of 
these by means of joint catalogs, not of all 
holdings, but of certain selected rare and 
expensive materials. Every state library as- 
sociation could profitably make something 
of this sort of project for early attention 
after the war. 

One of the questions that is always pop- 
ping up has to do with aid to foreign li- 
braries. Maybe this war has made me 
unduly cynical, but, generally speaking, I 
cannot favor it, for a while at least. A 
great many important libraries in Europe 
have, been destroyed. Another war would 
unquestionably cause far more destruction. 
Why should we give our money for such 
work until we are at least reasonably cer- 
tain that our purchases will not be de- 
stroyed in a few years? 

However, it seems to me that some ex- 
ceptions to this policy might well be made. 
My chief exception would ‘be Russia. This 
is not because I like Russia better than 
other countries, but because it is probably 
the least understood of the great powers, 
and common sense tells us that the more we 
can do to promote amity and understanding 
with Russia, and vice versa, the better off 
both nations will be. Naturally, library 
cooperation will not automatically bring 
about complete understanding and harmony 
but certainly it will help. I should also 
advocate immediate exceptions in the case 
of all the Latin American countries, as an 
extension of the Good Neighbor Policy, and 
a possible exception in the case of Switzer- 
land, the traditional neutral and clearing- 
house of Europe. 

And what of the various smaller nations 
in the strange corners of the globe? 
Frankly, I don’t know, but it should be 
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worth while to consider them as possible 
recipients of aid at some future time. 

Am I contradicting myself, or being in- 
consistent, in being pessimistic about the 
size of local library appropriations and at 
the same time advocating assistance to other 
countries? I don't think so. As for the 
former, I am just taking a realistic view 
on the basis of past experience; as for the 
latter, in view of the terrific results of in- 
ternational misunderstanding, almost any- 
thing to combat, even in a small way, such 
misunderstanding seems justifiable.* 


. 1I realize this leaves me wide open: If anything is 
justifiable for this purpose, why not aid throughout 
Europe? That's a good question. It would make a 
good topic for another paper. 


* 


LIBRARIAN ON LEAVE looks at her pro- 
fession—but a Navy librarian in- 
volved in the complicated business of 
creating a library where none existed before 
has little time for more than an oblique 
glance. However, from these hasty in- 
spections a few impressions and convictions 
inevitably grow. Being transplanted from 
a library where precedent and organization 
clearly mark the path, to a situation where 
all paths must be pioneered and no com- 
fortable ruts are available is an awakening 
and energizing experience. Perspectives are 
likely to change and values swap places. 
Unlike Mr. Lightfoot, service librarians 
are not "out of the forest," but certainly we 
have changed forests—and for one in which 
there is no ivory tower! From this point 
of view, may I give my hearty endorse- 
ment to his contention that libraries might 
well be “humanized.” But with equal 
heartiness I contend that this can be done 
by the ladies! We have done it. 
We have worked here to create a friendly, 
comfortable, and informal library, one in 
which no information is considered beyond 
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It might be said that my remarks are too 
general, that there is not a great deal that 
is new in what I have said, and that many 
other suggestions for improving library 
service could be made. I should agree 
heartily with such criticisms—and point out 
that the editor requested two thousand 
words. 

Seriously, if librarianship is to advance, 
certain concepts of our role in society must 
change with the times. From my present 
vantage point outside the profession, I can 
see certain needs that might not look quite 
the same if I were still in the old life. If I 
have made a step in the direction of pointing 
them out for my colleagues, I have accom- 
plished what I set out to do. 


* 


our province. We believe that, in order to 
provide the reading material our patrons 
desire, we must first know our patrons. 
When a stranger comes to us and states 
that we have been recommended as a source 
of information and requests that we trace a 
red-haired native of the Fiji Islands who 
has recently come to the U.S., we feel that, 
although our goal may sometimes be found 
in surprising positions, we have reached it! 
Physical comfort is important, too. 
Tables and straight chairs, traditional li- 
brary furniture, are unnecessary. Given 
comfortable chairs and good light, browsers 
will increase beyond belief. And what if an 
occasional one does nap over Esquire? 
Libraries have for some time been aware 
of the desirability of personal service, but 
this sort of thing requires time, a com- 


- modity all too rare in the life of a librarian. 


By a severe re-examination can we not 
simplify routines and cut down the details 
that are so time-consuming? As only one 
example, are accession records essential? 
In spite of the arguments in favor of them, 
we operate efficiently without a single ac- 
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cession number. Also, I would recom- 
mend nonprofessional assistants to the 
limit of any budget. Time spent in their 
training period is amply repaid. 

Minimize details and rules, thus freeing 
librarians for the fun of bringing books and 
readers together. No book is of the slight- 
est use without a reader. If a patron wishes 
to borrow a dozen books for some reason, 
he should have them without too many 
whys. Under these circumstances, the col- 
lection will soon mirror the tastes of the 
borrowers as, quite naturally, the selection 
will come to depend on their requests. 


* 


N GENERAL, I believe that much can still 

be done by the public libraries them- 
selves before they resort to federal aid of 
any kind. 

In the Army I have met many men 
with extremely varied backgrounds, civilian 
occupations, and opinions. Each one is 
proud of his home town, its parks, streets, 
schools, and public utilities. As for the 
public libraries, most men are merely con- 
scious of their existence. Some men would 
get out a book once in a while for them- 
selves or their families to serve their idle 
moments, but, beyond that, public libraries 
generally had no meaning for them. Con- 
sequently, they do not feel urged to vote 
for higher taxes to improve their home 
town public libraries. 

After listening to such comments, I have 
come to the coriclusion that public librarian- 
ship needs more aggressiveness to establish 
public libraries as civic utilities, essential to 
the commercial and industrial life of Ameri- 


* 


M* LIGHTFOOT’s ARTICLE has pre- 
sented several subjects of vital in- 
terest to librarians in the years ahead, with 


Fundamentally, libraries are made by 
librarians and often librarians are for- 
midable, not from desire, but from distrac- 
tion. Libraries are mysterious places to 
the majority of people, so introductions are 
in order. A satisfied visitor with just the 
right book or fact tucked snugly away, 
leaving in his wake the catalyst, a librarian, 
is a situation containing more solid human 
worth than stacks of the finest records. 


H. VERNESE BENNETT, Station Librarian 
U.S. Marine Corps Air Station 
El Toro, Calif. 


* 


can communities as well as to their cultural 
and intellectual life. Once our public li- 
braries have proved that they can serve the 
commercial or business life of their com- 
munities, that they can help the local inhabi- 
tants improve their own skills and salaries, 
T'll wager that public libraries will no longer 


- be financially neglected or taken for granted. 


Local librarians must accept this challenge 
so that the libraries they represent can be 
dynamic, service-producing organizations, 
not just “tombs with books,” as Mr. Light- 
foot mentions. 

No business ever went bankrupt that had 
something to sell and an aggressive staff to 
sell it. No public library need feel bank- 
rupt while it has material that can be of 
use to the commercial life of the community 
and while it has a forceful staff to “sell” 
its informational services. 

Capt. Marco GERSON THORNE 
Wright Field 
Dayton, Ohio 


* 


that refreshing viewpoint that comes from, 
as he says, being “out of the forest far 
enough to see the trees." Of them all, the 
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idea of humanizing the library appeals to 
me most. In so many libraries we do find 
that tomblike impression which Mr. Light- 
foot so clearly describes and in which the 
librarians often appear too absorbed in rules 
and routine to stop for a friendly word with 
a reader. No wonder some people seem al- 
lergic to libraries! 

One way to humanize the atmosphere is 
to encourage all library workers to give 
people first priority and to adapt all library 
work to that idea. Books may not be cata- 
loged as soon, but there will be more friends 
for the library. 

Then, it is probably true that some li- 
braries have been too feminine, else, why 
is library news so often placed on the so- 
ciety page of the newspaper instead of with 
the general news of the community? Men 
on the library staff might broaden the se- 
lection of books, if the favorites of men in 


* 


HEN LIBRARIANS in uniform meet, 
, V the resulting discussion is certain to 
include Mr. Lightfoot's point that libraries 
need humanizing. We have seen and 
sometimes worked in the cheerful, noisy, 
and busy libraries of military agencies and 
industry—and then we've gone into civilian 
libraries where we're strangers and been 
shocked by the indifference of the librarians 
and by the dinginess and inconvenience. 
We all note delightful exceptions, of 
course, but we agree that the public library 
as generally known must revolutionize its 
attitude toward the public or fail to win the 
support of the millions who now recognize 
good library service when they get it. 

The challenge of giving the public better 
service must be met without benefit of 
federal aid or the other crutches upon which 
we have leaned to explain our inertia, and 
it can be met. If the budget makes hiring 
an interior decorator to modernize the li- 


‘a cheerful and pleasant atmosphere. 
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the service are any indication, and could 


. also mean closer contacts with business and 


professional men of the community, thereby 
advertising the library. 

Part of that human atmosphere in the 
library is also created by the furnishings. 
We have found that soldiers like to sit in 
easy chairs and to smoke while they read. 
Probably civilians do too. So, in addition 
to the usual tables and chairs, let's have 
some large comfortable leather chairs and 
sofas and plenty of ash trays with good 
reading lamps near. Perhaps even a fire- 
place for use on cool evenings. We hope 
more people will be reading when the vet- 
erans come home, so why not offer them 
and their families and friends a pleasant 
friendly place in which to do it? 

HELEN E. Bunczss, Librarian 
Salinas Army Air Base 
Salinas, Calif. 


* 


brary impossible, surely the staff can get a 
few ideas from their own books and use 
Chinese red on some bookcases or delft 
blue on the walls, when painting is done. 
If comfortable reading chairs and adequate 
lights are out of the question, readers can 
be encouraged to smoke and talk, and the 
record-player can be used in the reading 
room just as the radio is at home. 
Humanity in a library means more than 
It in- 
cludes a staff who think in terms of the 
retail sales slogans, “The customer is al- 
ways right” and “Service with a smile.” 
It is willingness to pitch a rule overboard 
if it means better service, willingness ex- 
tending through the whole staff from page 
to trustee. Librarians intend to be human 
and friendly; perhaps the sheer weight of 
books deadens their reactions. Sometimes 
I think instruction in dealing with the pub- 
lic should be given to library staffs just as 
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it is to department store employees; after 
all, the bread and butter of both depend on 
public goodwill. 

Another meaning of library humanity is 
democracy in service, not just being avail- 
able to all members of a community, but 
giving them what they want without con- 
descension. It means providing books for 
the mystery and western fans just as surely 
as they are provided for the scholarly re- 


* 


| MY PRESENT POSITION, fàr re- 
4. moved from the library world, I con- 
cur wholeheartedly with Mr. Lightfoot that 
the average citizen understands neither the 
potential worth of a library nor the ability 
of its personnel. 

The primary duty of the postwar library 
would seem to be of necessity a serious 
campaign to show itself to the vocal public 
as a vital force in community living. The 
local librarian will-have to advertise his 
services by .attending community activities 
-~showing up at political or civic meetings, 
church discussion groups, P.T.A. gather- 
ings—armed with documentary material 
appropriate to the subject under discussion, 
showing objectively exactly how the library 
may be used to clarify issues. Under the 
heading of field work, the librarian should 
be able to accomplish a great deal for his 
region as well as for his library: 

Records, having once been established, 
should be relegated entirely to a clerical 


*. 


MAJOR PROBLEM, particularly for pub- 

lic libraries, is that of obtaining 
sufficient financial support for the work 
which we feel is important. This support, 
we recognize, might be more readily forth- 
coming if we were always able to provide 
unqualifiedly satisfactory service, with ade- 
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searcher and readers of Mann and Wolfe. 
Perhaps the best illustration of what de- 
mocracy in library service, and humanity 
too, means was a Washington streetcar 
conductor I heard recently: "Library of 
Congress—all the latest funny books— 
start a-pushin’ an’ a-shovin' P”? 
Ens. Paura M. Strain, U.S.N.R. 
Photo Intelligence Center 
Washington 25, D.C. 


* 


staff. The methods of modern business 
must be emulated, including cooperative 
cataloging and purchasing, if we are to 
gain in the respect of the businessman, the 
budget-maker. A union catalog indexing 
the worth-while material in surrounding 
libraries and schools is a necessity of the 
future, preventing duplication and aiding 
the serious student, no matter how small 
the local library. 

Until the taxpayer realizes the service his 
library is able to give, until he distinguishes 
between clerical and professional, there is 
little likelihood that salaries will be raised 
or that any effort will be expended to de- 
vote a greater part of the budget outlay to 
library needs, federally or locally. With 
higher salaries in view, perhaps the poten- 
tial librarian will have less of the "pink 
tea” attitude and consequently more use for 
his hard won knowledge. 

Lr. (J.c.) MARJORIE J. SPRAKE, U.S.N.R. 
Queens Village, N.Y. 


* 

quate facilities and well-paid, well-trained 
personnel. Consequently, it behooves us to 
use the library’s income as intelligently as 
possible, so as to present to the taxpayers 
a good case for support and to provide 
as much library service per dollar as we 
can. 
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The wisest use of the library's income 
demands a constant re-examination of pro- 
cedures, the elimination of outworn steps, 
and the streamlining of necessary elements 
of library administration. Many savings 
can be effected in the acquisition, prepara- 
tion, and distribution of books, through the 
extension of cooperation and the application 
of sound business methods. 

Finally, I think the tax-supported library 
must leave the field of evanescent reading 
matter. Publishing and book distribution 
have advanced considerably since the li- 
brary was first charged with providing 
free books for entertainment. Cheap edi- 
tions of new books are becoming so plentiful 
and accessible that we can hardly afford to 
compete with them, and I daresay that be- 
fore long we shall be quite out of the run- 
ning. It is good business to get out before 
we are pushed out. In any case, our duty 
in this field has been performed; now 
everyone can afford to buy or rent evan- 
escent reading material. Furthermore, the 
use of light reading as "bait" is hardly 
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substantiated by the facts; as for its- use 
to increase the circulation totals, well, we 
shall simply have to devise a new measure- 
ment for library activity. 

Soon our job, it seems to me, must be 
to concentrate on information and educa- 
tion. With the money now spent on light 
reading matter, we can build up reference 
work in general and special fields, we can 
develop new methods of putting books to 
use by individuals and groups, we can ex- 
pànd readers advisory service and reading 
clinics, and we can hire more and better 
qualified people to do the work. ‘This kind 
of public library service is justified by the 
nature of the library's support; it cannot 
be done by individuals and is not being done 
generally by other agencies. Well and ably 
done, it would give the public library a new 
dignity and meaning in the community and 
would, I think, gain for it added support. 


Lr. R. MzanzpiTH Bross, U.S. Army 
Selective Service System 


Washington, D.C. 


Building—with Books 


HE PEOPLE of the South can no more build this region without books than a great 
dam can be built without solid foundations in the earth. 


Books are the vessels that hold our most precious resource, ideas of human beings, 
ideas that stir the poetic imagination and the longing and the hope of our people, ideas 
that record history and interpret it so that today may have meaning, and a light may 
be shed upon tomorrow. Books, vibrating with ideas, rouse us against injustice to our 
fellow men and move us toward justice. Books give one man, out of his experience 
and skill, power to teach his neighbors how to build up the region’s soil—that soil out 
of which grow not only grasses and woodlands but a freer and more humane com- 
munity. 
Davi» E. LILIENTHAL, Chairman 
Tennessee Valley Authority 

From the Southern Packet 

June 1945 


What Members in Service and Army and Navy 


Librarians Think about the Future 


Librarians on Leave Answer 
a Questionnaire 


Reading the letters from service men and 
women was an exciting emotional and in- 
tellectual experience. It is gratifying io 
learn to how large an extent these men and 
women have kept alive their library en- 
thusiasm. It is even more gratifying to 
realize—a little more fully than ever before 
—that librarianship is safe with that yen- 
eration, And when I say “safe,” I don't 
mean anything remotely related to static. It 
will be safe with them because they know 
where they want to go from here-—CARL 
H. MiraM. 


naire to about 500 of its members in 

the armed forces, to 605 civilian Army 
librarians, and to 370 civilian Navy li- 
brarians. ‘There were over 200 replies from 
many ranks of service, from those both in 
and out of library work at that time, and 
from all over the world—Cairo; Calcutta; 
the Marianas; the Aleutians; Sioux Falls, 
S.D. ; Washington, D.C.; Ft. Bragg, N.C.; 
"somewhere in Germany;" Leaside, Ont., 
Canada; San Francisco; Camp Gruber, 
Okla.; Great Lakes, Ill.; and so on ad 
infinitum. Most of those who replied had 
obviously been thinking seriously about the 
library profession since they have been away 
from civilian activities. It was obvious, too, 
that those who have been completely away 
from library work in a strange atmosphere 
were the ones who gave the most thought 


I N THE SPRING A.L.A, sent a question- 


-work again. 


and time to their replies. The majority of 
librarians who are in civilian Army and 
Navy jobs simply filled out the question- 
naire and sent it back, but those who were 
serving in the armed forces apparently wel- 
comed the opportunity to talk about library 
A corporal in Germany said 
"It would almost make one feel like a 
civilian again to get a questionnaire and 
answer it." Others said that even though 
normally they were so busy that they 
couldn't take time out for any extracur- 
ricular activities, they felt that expressing 
themselves on librarianship justified burn- 
ing a little midnight oil. 

The letter began by saying “This com- 
munication does require an answer! 
Usually you ask the questions, now we 
mean to turn the tables and ask you to 
answer.". The seven questions included in 
Mr. Milam’s letter are given below, to- 
gether with an analysis of the replies and 
quotations from some of them. 

r. Do you want to go back into library 
work when you return, or are you interested 
in and qualified for some other field? 

All but two of the A.L.A, members in 
the services said that they wanted to come 
back to library work, although several others 
expressed some question about whether they 
would return. Seven of the 109 who re- 
plied from Army and Navy libraries said 
that they did not want to return to libraries. 
In most cases those who stated specifically 
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that they were not going back to the library 


profession were women. Some of the com- 


ments follow: 


With a reasonably good salary, I think I 
might like to return to library work, but I 
. should prefer to get into the administrative 


end. 


Most of “us are, I think, interested in li- 
brary work after the war—provided libraries 
are interested in us. 


To be frank, I can hardly wait to get into 
a library again. 


No, I do not intend going back to library 
work on return to civilian life. After having 
spent much too much time and much.too much 
money on preparing to be a librarian, which 
was all I ever wanted to do until the WAC 


came along, I found that the profession could . 


hardly be called one at all. Salaries for just 
a good librarian are barely enough to live on 
until one gets almost to retirement age, class 
distinction is a bad keynote, and the chance 
to advance according to one’s ability. is nil. 
The Army has shown me that, although I 
was just about at the point of fully realizing 
it when I went into service. 


I believe the biggest factor in whether I 
would return to library work would be the 
type of opportunity offered. Would those of 
us who have been in the service, particularly 
those like myself who entered the service short- 
ly after graduating from library school, be 
required to start out at the bottoni with be- 
ginners’ salaries or would our experience 
gained in the Army count? 


I plan to continue to be a librarian follow- 
ing the war if: opportunities for creative in- 
teresting work are as good as they are in 
other fields, if working conditions and pay 
schedules improve, and if my faith in the value 
and progress in library science remains firm. 


2. In what kind of library work would 
you be most interested? 

Apparently college and university li- 
braries are most popular with men in the 
armed forces. Thirty-eight of those in the 
armed services want to work in college 
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libraries, 33 in university libraries, 26 in 
public libraries, 10 in special libraries, and 
the rest in various specialized types. One 
said that he would take the position paying 
the highest salary. Reference work is the 
most popular type, then cataloging, ad- 
ministration, children's work, classification, 
and reorganization. 

‘Twenty-five Army and Navy librarians 
want to go into hospital libraries when they 
leave military positions, plus 7 who spe- 
cifically mention veterans' hospital libraries, 


. 2 Navy hospital libraries, and 1 Army hos- 


pital library. Seventeen want to work in 
public libraries, 7 in college libraries, 5 in 
college and university libraries, 6 in special 
libraries, 6 in Army libraries, 5 in school 
libraries, and the rest were scattered. Ref- 
erence work is most popular, with adminis- 
tration, children's and young people's work 
ranking next. Comments inclüded: 


Navy libraries are such interesting work 
that I'm afraid any other kind of library would 
seem a little dull by comparison. 


Having organized two Army libraries "from 


'scratch," I think organizational work would 


be interesting. 


I believe that I would be interested in being 
the librarian in charge of a community of 
twenty to twenty-five thousand persons, not 
near to a large city, where library service was 
not yet well established. 


Not many people will want to settle down 
very quickly to one job without the possibil- 
ity of change, despite the urgent cry for "going 
home to stay." If security could be maintained 
and some plan of exchange developed within 
the various library systems of this country 
and those abroad, both the library and the 
librarian would benefit. 


3. Will you wish to take further work 
in library science in general or would you 
want a refresher course? Covering what? 
Length of refresher course to be weeks or 
months? 
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Of both groups replying, 61 said they 
would like to take further work in library 
science in general and 97 that they would 
like to take refresher courses. Army and 
Navy librarians were most interested in 
courses on hospital library service and 
methods. On the contrary, members in 
service were interested in classification, cata- 
loging, reference, administration, literature, 
and current library trends and development. 
Their comments included: 


A concentrated refresher course without 
credit from six to twelve weeks covering (a) 
an over-view of librarianship from Pearl Har- 
bor to V-J Day, (b) books, authors, and 
publishing during that period, (c) special em- 
phasis in a special field for that period. 


After two service schools, I do not want to 
attend any other school, but'I nevertheless 
need refresher courses. 


Have library procedures changed so much 
that formal class work should be necessary? 
Why not a system of reorientation within the 
individual libraries where we will be work- 
ing? 

Army library work, I find, is more valu- 
able than ten years in library school. I was 
very uncertain as to my capabilities before I 
took this job, but now I have gained more self- 
confidence and assurance in my own ability 
than I ever thought possible. ‘ 


4. Would you be interested in a plan for 
exchange in library service with librarians 
in foreign countries? 

Those in the armed services approved ex- 
changes with foreign countries, 75 to 18. 
Seventy-four Army and Navy librarians 
approved as against 16 who weren’t in- 
terested. Many of those approving, how- 
ever, said they were not interested in 
exchanges themselves. Comments included: 

Personally, I would not be interested in 
library work abroad, but believe that it could 


be worked out to the mutual benefit of both 
libraries and librarians concerned. 


I am just as anxious, however, to see some 


mutual exchange between the North and South 
—between Texas and Brooklyn, for example 
—because as a nation we are boundary con- 
Scious. 


I would be interested in a plan for exchange 
in library service with librarians in foreign 
countries if such arrangements can be made 
at comparable salaries. 


5. Do you think the A.L.A. should in- 
crease its activities in the international field 
—aiding devastated libraries in foreign 
countries and developing American libraries 
in foreign countries? 

A.L.A. members in service favored in- 
creasing A.L.A. activities in the interna- 
tional field 88 to 7, and Navy and Army 
librarians favored it 99 to 1. Many of the 
affirmative votes, however, were qualified 
by insistence that we "keep our own house 
in order" while we go about doing good 
for others.. Comments included: 


No, our first responsibility is to work for 
more adequate coverage for our own rural 
areas. 


No doubt much material which is mere 
excess on the shelves of many American li- 
braries would fill real needs on the shelves 
of damaged European libraries. 


„I think the A.L.A. should increase its ac- 
tivities in the national field rather than in the 
international field. T saw a great deal of the 
United States in the years 1941-43 and I think 
there is enough work for the A.L.A. in our 
own country before the Ássociation moves into 
the foreign field. 

Yes, the A.L.A. should increase its activi- 
ties in the international field—aiding devas- 
tated libraries after it has put into practice the 
saying "charity begins at home.” In 1941 only 
21 per cent of the Negroes in 13 of the South- 
ern states in the United States had access to 
public library service. 


6. Do you favor federal aid to libraries, 
without federal control, to equalize oppor- 
tunities in all states? 

All the members in the armed forces said 
that they favored federal aid, although sev- 
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eral of them had reservations of one kind 
or another. Ninety-seven of the Army and 
Navy librarians favored federal aid and two 
did not. The following quotations from 
their comments will illustrate the thinking 
of both groups: 


State aid rather than federal aid, I believe, 
would do more toward equalizing opportuni- 
ties in the individual states. Both Michigan 
and Ohio have started excellent plans which 
have done much to better conditions in both 
states. 


Federal aid to libraries is desirable, but 
only on a matching basis. If communities are 
unwilling to partially support their own li- 
braries, no attempt should be made to "hand" 
them a library. 


Federal aid to libraries, yes. With federal 
control or without federal control or any 
way to get it started. It is absurd to quib- 
ble about what kind of help we will accept 
in a situation where all workers are under- 
paid, all collections understocked, all services 
understaffed and going forward on a shame- 
fully puny scale. ^ : 


I favor equal and better opportunity. But 
do we have to have governmental paternal- 
ism? Can we have aid' without control? It 
seems that aid without control is plainly a 
gift, and I do not favor giving away my 
money, a taxpayer’s, for any cause. I admit 
the nation may be benefited. f 


Yes, I favor federal aid to libraries. I 
worked in a library below the Mason-Dixon 
line after leaving library school and saw at 
firsthand the need of aid in that region. 


I believe in federal aid to libraries, because 
illiteracy is a federal problem, and opportuni- 
ties for learning should be equal despite the 
accident of birth. 

7. Should libraries include in their 
“sphere of influence" the servicing of audio- 
visual materials? 

Although a number of those replying to 
the questionnaire obviously know little 
about and had thought little about the ques- 
tion of the place of audio-visual materials in 
the library program, 86 of the members in 
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service voted for their inclusion with only 
4 voting against and 83 of the Army and 
Navy librarians voted for it with only 4 
against. The following quotations will il- 
lustrate the doubts expressed : 


Libraries which include and attempt to pro- 
vide the public with a number of services 
which do not include or tie in with books, 
are very much like drugstores which provide 
the public with everything except drugs and 
medicines. 


It would be well for a few libraries to ex- 
periment with the servicing of audio-visual 
materials before a general policy on the mat- 
ter is formulated. Perhaps such experiments 
have been carried out successfully by some 
libraries, but I am entirely ignorant of the 
subject and therefore cannot pass judgment. 


Perhaps, but I think it is going to be an 
awful “headache.” 


Many of the men in the armed services 
expressed appreciation of the fact that the 
A.L.A. has continued their memberships 
in the Association during their military 
service and that it has continued to send 
them the 4.L.4. Bulletin. Almost all of 
those replying were pleased to receive the 
questionnaire and to have an opportunity to 
express themselves on library matters. 
Their appreciation of this expression of 
interest in them is reflected in the follow- 


ing: 


In these days when the future seems so far 
off and distant, and even at times doubtful, 
it is a real pleasure to get a reminder that 
there is a future and that one should plan for 
it. 


I am sure all military librarians appreciate 
the interest the American Library Association 
is giving to their problems. 


I feel that these are very vital key ques- 
tions and hope that other answers will show 
that we all are thinking of and working 
toward the same or similar goals. 


L. D. 





The Chief of the Public Relations Office Summarizes 
Results of a National Opinion Poll on Libraries 


What People Think of Their 
Public Libraries 


OrcA M. PETERSON? 


O DISCOVER what people in metro- 
| politan areas think of their public 
libraries and what they are in- 
terested in getting from them, the National 
Opinion Research Center, University of 
Denver, surveyed public opinion on these 
subjects in the first months of 1945. ‘The 
public libraries of seventeen large cities co- 
operated in financing the poll within their 
own metropolitan areas and the American 
Library Association made up the difference 
between their contributions and the total 
cost of the survey. The cities participating 
were Atlanta, Baltimore, Buffalo, Chicago, 
Detroit, Hartford, Conn., Houston, Kansas 
City, Mo., Louisville, Milwaukee, Newark, 
Philadelphia, Pittsburgh, Portland, Ore., 
St. Louis, San Francisco, and Seattle. 
Statistically-minded readers who want to 
be sure the surveyors know what they are 
talking about will find an analysis of 
methods at the end of this article. Here 
is a summary of what the surveyors found 
out. : 


What Are Peoples’ Reading Interests 
and Habits? 


WO-FIFTHS, or 4I per cent, of the 
people interviewed say that reading is 
one of their favorite ways of spending spare 
time. This was in response to the first ques- 


1A note about! Miss Peterson appeared on page 89 
of the March Bulletin, 


tion— "What is one of your favorite ways 
of spending your spare time ?"—-asked before 
the person interviewed had any idea of what 
the survey was about. No suggestions of 
types of recreation were made, so that the 
answer was completely spontaneous. 

'This does not mean that 41 per cent of 
metropolitan Americans would rather read 
a book than do anything else. When they 
say they prefer reading they may be think- 
ing of religious tracts, recipes, or racing 
sheets. Twenty-two per cent spend more 
than seven hours a week reading books, al- 
though 56 per cent spend that much time 
on newspapers and magazines. But li- 
braries can count on 22 per cent who are 
habitual readers of books, plus a larger 
percentage who like to read and could be 
helped to develop a taste for books. 

Education makes a big difference in re- 
actions. The more extensive the educa- 
tional background, the more people like to 
read.  Forty-one per cent of those who 
have gone to college spend at least an hour 
a day reading books, compared with 13 per 
cent of those who never went beyond grade 


school. Education does not seem to affect 
interest in newspapers and magazines, 
though. More than half, in all three 


groups, say that they spend an hour a day 
on them. 

Although, in general, people like to read 
nonfiction, library users would rather have 
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fiction, according to the survey. This may 
be due to the fact that the general response 
is influenced by the majority who read only 
newspapers and magazines, both classed as 
nonfiction. The people who use libraries 
are largely those who read books, and their. 
response is in terms of books. 

If we are guided entirely by the number of 
votes cast in their favor, the most popular 
subjects are human behavior, interesting per- 
sonalities, and homemaking. Least popular, 
by number of votes cast, are politics and 
poetry. But there are a number of qualify- 
ing factors. For some reason, people with 
limited education are apt to be more in- 
terested in religion and homemaking while 
the better-educated prefer books on human 
behavior. (Possibly those with less educa- 
tion are frightened off by words. Human 
behavior is a pretty pompous term for the 
life and loves of Casanova.) 

As might be expected, men lean to poli- 
tics, invention, and science much more than 
women do. More men than women buy 
books, but the difference in proportion using 
public libraries is very small. Nevertheless, 
the women are better informed about serv- 
ices available from libraries. 


Who Uses the Library? 


HEN ASKED whether they have li- 
brary cards, 41 per cent said no, 32 
per cent said yes, and 27 per cent said they 
never use libraries. ‘The response to many 
questions is surprisingly uniform in differ- 
ent cities. In this case, however, the answer 
ranged from 11 per cent with library cards 
in one city to 46 per cent in another. The 
reasons most commonly given for not hav- 
ing a card were: “no time, too busy;" 
"don't like to read;" "put off getting a 
card;" "use somebody else's." Only 4 per 
cent said they were discouraged by library 
regulations and poor service. 
About one-fourth of the public gets most 
of its books from libraries. Among the 
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public as a whole, one in five uses public 
libraries, one in twenty uses rental libraries, 
and one in a hundred uses both. Branches 
are somewhat more popular than the main 
library. Those who had been in either a 
branch or the main building within the last 
year numbered 33 per cent of those inter- 
viewed and, of these, half were steady 
customers, making at least one visit a 
month. 

Refining these figures still further, we 
find that 17 per cent of the public go to a 
library at least once a week. Comparing 
this to the 68 per cent who go to the movies 
once a week,? the contrast is not as painful 
as it looks. Each visit to the library may 
supply the reader with one to seven nights' 
occupation. 


Why Don’t More People Use the 
Public Library? 


N AN ATTEMPT to discover the answer to 
| the question, "Why don't more people 
use the public library?" respondents who 
said they had not been in the public library 
within the preceding month were asked 
why they as individuals did not go more 
often. All those interviewed were asked 
why people in general did not use the li- 
brary more. Since people are often reluc- 
tant to appear critical or unappreciative of 
cultural services, there is a suspicion that 
a good many personal reactions are hidden 
in the opinions expressed about others. 
When speaking for themselves, people most 
commonly reply they are too busy. But 
they think others lack interest or prefer to 
do other things. Only 15 per cent say they 
personally are uninterested or prefer other 
things, while twice as many attribute to 
other people these reasons for not using 
libraries more. Only 6 per cent find library 
service unsatisfactory themselves, but twice 
as many think other people are dissatisfied. 


2 1943 statistics secured from Motion Picture Herald, 
unverified, 
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` Twenty-two per cent get their own reading 


matter elsewhere, but only 10 per cent think 
that their neighbors do so. Twelve per 
cent ascribe lack of use, both for themselves 
and for others, to inconveniént location. 

A few say they do not know how to read, 
that they are not free when the library is 
open, that they would rather read the news- 
paper at home. Nine per cent think other 
people do not know much about libraries. 
One Negro carpenter said, "They thinks it 
is a place where you have to pay out your 
money." 


How Much Do People Know About 
the Library? 


HE HIGH PERCENTAGE of ignorance 
T about library services and support shows 
plainly the need for better, more aggressive, 
and farther-reaching public information. 
Forty-five per cent have no idea how public 
libraries are financed and another 23 per 
cent are uncertain. Seventy-seven per cent 
think taxes or public funds have something 
to do with it, and a smattering think state 
and federal aid contribute. Even of those 
who use the library, 33 per cent do not 
know where the money comes írom. 
Furthermore, 13 per cent think that wher- 
ever the money comes from, the library has 
enough; 63 per cent do not know whether 
it has enough or not. 

Only thirty-nine out of every one hundred 
interviewed know it is possible to get some 
information from the library by phone. 
When asked what library services they 


know about, besides book lending, 50 per 
cent mentioned reference, research, and 
information; 23 per cent, newspapers, 
magazines, and periodicals; 17 per cent, 
lectures, classes, and book reviews; 14 per 
cent, children's programs; 15 per cent, use 
of rooms for meetings; 6 per cent, readers 
advisory service. 

Referring for 2 moment to library serv- 
ices used by those interviewed, it appears 
that 39 per cent use reference services; 18 
per cent, newspapers; 24 per cent, maga- 
zines; 22 per cent, children’s rooms; 10 
per cent, readers advisory services. It is 
obvious that people who have not actually 
used the library’s services are hardly con- 
scious of their existence. 


Radio and Newspaper Publicity on 
Library Services 


HIS LEADS naturally to scrutiny of the 

library’s publicity. The interviewers 
asked: "Have you ever heard over the radio 
or read in the newspaper anything about the 
services the public library in this city 
offers?" Seventy-nine -per cent answer no. 
Even if they have forgotten, this means 
library publicity of these types has made no 
lasting impressions. ‘To see what effect 
newspaper and radio publicity has on knowl- 
edge of library services and financial cir- 
cumstances, responses, by percentages, to 
some pertinent questions were checked for 
cities where awareness of these types of 
publicity was below the average response 


for all cities considered together: 
i 





Are aware of 
library publicity 


all books are free 





Average for all cities 21 
City A 6 
City B 10 
City C 10 
City D 12 
City E 14 
City F 15 
City G 18 





Don't know whether| "Think the library | Know information 
needs more money |is available by phone 
24 39 
30 60 
35 24 
15 24 
21 19 
20 40 
34 21 37 
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In seven cases out of twenty-one, re- 
sponses compare favorably with the average 
for all cities. The high efficiency of word- 
of-mouth or other forms of publicity must 
take the place of newspaper and radio 
publicity in these cases. 


What Do People Think of the Service? 


SKED how much difference it would 
make to the city if there were no 
public library, 78 per cent declared it 
would make “a great deal.” Another 16 
per cent feel it would make “quite a bit.” 
Thus, nine out of ten people think a public 
library is a valuable asset to the community. 
Unfortunately, this appreciation of the 
library’s value does not carry over into their 
personal lives. When asked how much 
difference it would make to them personally 
if there were no public library, 61 per cent 
of these very same people answer “not 
much." 'The almost universal opinion that 
the library is a community asset is probably 
accounted for by civic pride, interest in 
books for other members of the family, 
memories of use while in school or college. 
Happily, few people are like the man who 
snapped, "Public schools is good enough 
for children. Libraries are just places to sit 
around and waste time." If only 32 per 
cent of the population have library cards, it 
is not to be expected that a larger percentage 
would be unhappy if there were no library; 
and yet, 37 per cent feel that it would be a 
personal blow not to have one. 

Since there exists such a high degree of 
ignorance concerning libraries, it is not sur- 
prising that only a minority of people have 
constructive criticism. Eighteen per cent 
say they have not been able to get some- 
thing they wanted from the public library. 
When asked to specify, most said the books 
which they wished were out or not in stock 
—a few expressing interest in certain topics, 
such as art, crafts, music, records, religion, 
and philosophy. 


Two per cent think libraries discriminate 


.against Negroes and poor people. ° This 


charge was not confined to the South. In 
fact, it cropped up in one Southern and 
seven Northern cities. But not more than 
one or two persons expressed it in any one 
city. It is mentioned because some li- 
brarians may want to consider whether there 
is anything in their organization which 
could intimidate the poor and the under- 
privileged. Isn't it significant that when 
asked whether they would rather look for 
a book themselves or ask a librarian to help 
find it, 51 per cent indicate that they would 
rather take care of themselves? This may 
suggest either that the American people are 
self-reliant or that librarians are sometimes 
unsympathetic and unhelpful. 

A few people did make constructive 
criticisms. Some want more and newer 
books, or a different kind of books. Some 
want more branches, or bigger and better 
branches. Some want better parking facili- 
ties. Only 1 per cent complained about 
the presence on library shelves of books on 
communism, religion, sex, etc. In general, 
the public wants more books, more con- 
venient branches, modernization, less red 
tape, more rest rooms, better lighting, 
elevators, comfortable chairs, longer hours, 
and more legible and understandable guides 
to the location of books. A few say they 
want a better-paid personnel! 


Survey Methods 
T National Opinion Research Cen- 


ter’s interviewers questioned 2114 
people personally. The total number of in- 
terviews is sufficient to give statistically ac- 
curate results within 3.5 per cent in 997 
surveys out of 1000. The miniature studies 
of 125 in each city are rough indications of 
the local situation as it compares with the 
reliable national returns. The accuracy of 
a survey based on this small sampling de- 
pends on the care with which the people 
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interviewed are chosen, in order to obtain 
a scientifically accurate cross section of 
the local population. 

People were questioned most often in 
their homes, occasionally in stores or offices, 
on the streets, or in public buildings. All 
of those interviewed were over twenty-one, 
and, to minimize the influence of floating 
wartime population, 83 per cent were resi- 
dents of at least six years' standing. Within 
these limits, units of humanity became digits 
in a mathematical pattern exactly propor- 
tionate to the pattern of the total. When 
the cross sections for all seventeen cities 
are thrown together, the resulting break- 
down is as follows: 


By sex Per Cent 
Men vientre so en no rH Sofa] oo win E Vioc (O44 
WOMEN - euscakewerexx EE AE ROO RR E 6556 

By age 
21-39 ......... ee here We EE: 00 44 

56 
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By occupation 
Professional, business and white-collar ...... 39 
Manual workers ...... ERES de "er 
Service workers ................ Vds e wire eet 16 
Farmers .............. VE d sss Ta X95 sva e a ie) m 
By economic level id 
Upper ys coe eme erased idle RIS SIR V RUE 14 
Middle ..... Sis qoe nid eta ——N ICT 53 
Lower iaoxuaseskar kk ra FAR IIO A € ME eS VE (O33 
By education : 
Some or completed college ............eeeesee 14 
Some or completed high school .............. 0 43 
Grammar school graduate or less ........... sse 43 
By section 
New England and Atlantic states ......... elus. +630 
Midwest PCI EE Ve ERES elg af eri ki d 30 
South ..... LERua AER EAE A ier jac Ur paf ern 24 
Pacific and Mountain .....ccccessccerecerccencs 16 
Tenure 
[lí We c OES SE 33 
Rents ........ MM EE ETE RET +64 
Special conditions ......... esee eee 
Board and room ...... ——————À 1 
Rent, or rental value estimated by owners 
Owners Renters 
$10-$25 .... .9 39 
$30-$50 ..... .53 50 
$60 and up ............... 38 11 
Length of residence 
1-5 months ........ essen —— » 
6 months-l year ........ WEGXS o Rad a —— ae . 2 
2-5 years ...... Kr ND DE DUCERE +13 
6 years and: OP siostra exvxcokerkho ek rx es 83 


3Less than 1 per cent. 


THE MEMBERS of the board of directors of this library who belong to the American 
Library Association do so because they are genuinely interested in the profession as a 
whole and wish to be informed as to library activities throughout the country so they may 
be more a part of them. I might add that we are at present engaged in a building and 
maintenance campaign which naturally increases the trustees’ interest in library problems 
asa whole. They also feel that the American Library Association, as the official representa- 


tive of the profession, deserves all the support possible. 


CLIFFORD B. WIGHTMAN, Librarian 


Free Public Library 
Lancaster, Pa. 


Sponsored by the A.L.A, Committee on 


Photographic Reproduction of Library Materials 


Microbibliography: A Possible 


Alternative to Microcards 


4 
Epwin E. WILLIAMS 


a catalog card, a reproduction of the 
text of a small book; soon it may be 
possible to reproduce five hundred or more 
pages in the same space. His realization 
that technical developments in photography 
and microprint had reached this point led 
Fremont Rider to conceive the microcard 
and, in "The Scholar and the Future of the 
Research Library, to offer it as an answer 
to major problems, particularly those in- 
volved in the costs of acquisition, binding, 
cataloging, and storage. Few books have 
startled librarians so effectively or have 
been so widely discussed; the author of this 
paper has read reviews and comments by not 
fewer than thirty-eight persons in twenty- 
five periodicals. 
It is remarkable, however, that neither 
Mr. Rider nor any of his reviewers seems 


I IS POSSIBLE to print, on the verso of 








€«[Mz. Wirriaws is now assistant to the librarian of 
Harvard College. Before going to Harvard in 1940, 
he was assistant to the A.L.A. Executive Secretary, 
assistant at the University of California Library, a re- 
porter on the Riverside, Calif. Press and the Palo 
Ferde Valley Times, and a clerk with the Palo Verde 
irrigation district. He attended Stanford University, 
the University of California, and Harvard, and re- 
ceived B.A. and M.A. degrees in librarianship from 
the University of California. His publications include 
Racine depuis 1885, Bibliographie Raisonnee, and 
Tragedy of Destiny. 








to have called attention to another result 
of the same technical developments that, 
perhaps, ought to be kept in mind when 
one considers the future of microcards. 
Possibly the supremacy of the card in 
American library cataloging has made com- 
mentators overlook the fact that the card has 
by no means prevailed over the book in bibli- 
ography as a whole. 

The point is that bibliographies of the 
future can be provided with supplements 
containing the full text, in microprint, of 
all the materials they list. As a rival to 
the microcard library, therefore, the micro- 
bibliography collection in book form might 
be considered. Mention of rivalry, of 
course, need not rule out the possibility 
that the one will supplement the other, just 
as bibliographies of all kinds, periodical 
indexes, etc., supplement the card catalog 
in every library now. 

Technically, it would appear, the micro- 
bibliography faces no higher hurdles than 
the microcard; it should not be difficult to 
bind books containing microprint so that 
the pages will lie flat when opened, or to 
modify a microcard reading machine so 
that it will also enlarge portions of the 
“page surface of a book. Both alternatives 
face the same copyright problems, and both 
must overcome the objection that scholars 
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prefer books to reproductions. As for 
economy, the microbibliography should be 
cheaper to print and should occupy con- 
siderably less space than the microcard. 

The important question, then, is 
whether card or bibliography will best 
serve the needs of scholars and libraries. 
This may be a question that can be an- 
swered definitively only by experiment in 
both directions, since the advantages do not 
seem to be all on one side. The card has 
triumphed in library catalogs largely be- 
cause interfiling makes it possible to keep a 
complete and up-to-date record in one al- 
phabet. On the other hand, libraries have 
not demanded that their periodical indexes 
and national bibliographies be supplied in 
card form, and libraries that would have 
found it impossible to house and file a de- 
pository set of Library of Congress cards 
are welcoming the same catalog in book 
form. : 

Theoretically, microcards could offer the 
advantage of more selective acquisition but, 
practically, as Mr. Rider has observed, it 
would be desirable to sell them in subject 
groups (“global subscriptions") rather than 
individually. It could be argued that bib- 
liographies might have to be duplicated 
more extensively than cards because the user 
of a microprint volume takes out of circu- 
lation one copy of each book reproduced in 
it, while the borrower of a card borrows 
only the work he is using. But if, as Mr. 
Rider has asserted, it is "within the bounds 
of immediate practicability” to install 
nickel-in-the-slot machines to provide re- 
productions made to order for the borrower, 
then this objection has already disappeared.* 

1Tf such machines are not soon available, another 
expedient, though somewhat less desirable, may be sug- 
gested for materials whose circulation warrants it, In 
addition to the bibliography and its bound volumes of 
microprint supplements (which would form an open- 
shelf collection), a library might subscribe to a second 
set of the supplements, and this second set might be 
supplied unbound in separate leaves, possibly printed 
on card stock. These would be kept in '"'closed-shelf" 


vertical files, and the borrower who wanted a micro- 
print item for home use would simply present a call 
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On the other hand, the microbibliography 
does not appear to be lacking in advantages 
as compared with the card. At the outset, 
it would lay the hobgoblin of Yale's twenty- 
acre microcard catalog and six thousand 
filers in the year 2040, which was envisaged 
by Keyes D. Metcalf as. a result of con- 
tinued growth plus the analytic microcards 
proposed by Mr. Rider. 'The catalog may 
be held to somewhat less terrifying propor- 
tions if the number of analytics is restricted 
but, if this is done, the scholar will still 
have to use bibliographies as well as the 
catalog and the advantages of one com- 
plete file will have been sacrificed? 

Will not the scholar prefer shelves filled 
with bibliographies and microprint supple- 
ments in his own field to the prospect of 
having to extract all of his materials from 
catalogs many times the size of our present 


slip giving the page number of the supplement he wanted, 
The slip, presumably, would replace the leaf in the 
file until the latter was returned. Even this solution 
Seems to offer economies, as compared with the micro- 
card, for it would mean that the library would have 
to handle circulation—and the borrower would have 
to make out call slips—only for books taken from the 
building, while borrowers could hardly be allowed to 
take a card from a microcard catalog even for a mo- 
ment’s use without leaving a call slip in its place, and 
it would probably be necessary for library employees 
to do all refiling because of the difficulties that would 
result from misplaced cards. It can hardly be doubted 
that the great bulk of items consulted by researchers 
are not taken from the building—many of the titles 
a scholar notes in any bibliography or catalog contain 
only a few paragraphs on the point he is investigating, 
or prove, after a very brief examination, to be useless 
to him, Brief items would be read and useless works 
discarded, under the microbibliography plan, while the 
bibliography was at hand, and circulation would be con- 
fined to items really needed for prolonged examination. 
If it is objected that this means the acquisition of 
two copies of many microprint sets, it may be noted 
that the microcard plan involves at least two, and 
probably three, complete sets of cards, so that the 
factor of acquisition costs as well as circulation should 
still favor microbibliography. 

. 7 Like present catalogs, the microcard catalog (unless 
it included complete analytics for all serials) would 
not indicate all the writings by any author that are in 
2 library but would enable a borrower, when he wants 
a aene book and knows its author, to find it at once. 
Will serious difficulties arise if borrowers must consult 
the appropriate microbibliography for books not listed 
in the author catalog of full-sized books? If so, a 
“Cumulative Microprint Index" might list by author 
(and, if desired, by title) all books reproduced in all 
microprint services, An alternative would be to use 
the national union catalog in bock form when it ma- 
terializes, This would list, in any case, the original 
copy or copies preserved after reproduction, and, in 
the entries for these, it would be possible to indicate 
the microbibliography in which each had been included. 
This catalog would also list the numerous books that 
are worth preserving in a single specializing library but 
that never prove to be worth reproducing in any form. 
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ones? Which will be easier—to sit down 
and scan the pages of a bibliography for 
references to books and articles in the micro- 
print volumes that adjoin it on the shelves, 
or to find the proper subject headings in a 
vast card catalog, finger the cards one by one, 
and make out slips to occupy the place of all 
those he wants to examine in a reading 
machine? Will not the individual who sub- 
scribes to microprint services in his own field 
prefer to add another microprint volume to 
his shelves and substitute a newly cumulated 
index volume for the previous one, rather 
than to interfile hundreds of new cards every 
month? Cannot subject bibliographies de- 
signed for workers in special fields be more 
flexible instruments and meet the needs of 
their users better than any subject heading 
or classification system that can be devised 
to arrange all the cards in an immense cata- 
log? 


Each Card a Unit 


From the standpoint.of the library, each 
card as well as each book it possesses is 
one unit. If a book is replaced by repro- 
ductions on the verso of its cards, the num- 
ber of units is decreased by only one out of 
three or four, and the cards become more 
active, expensive, and easily misplaced units 
because they must be filed, circulated, and 
refiled. If, on the other hand, one re- 
places several hundred books by a bibliog- 
raphy and a few volumes of microprint 
supplement, one reduces the number of units 
that must be handled by more than 99 per 
cent. 
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We Wil Not Be Publishers 


F THE MICROBIBLIOGRAPHY should pre- 
vail, it seems probable that libraries will 
not assume .the dominant position as pub- 
lishers that Mr. Rider has suggested, be- 
cause it is to be expected that learned so- 
cieties and others will take the natural 
step from bibliography to microbibliography 
publication. Indeed, since it is essentially 
an extension of our present system of sets 
and indexes, microbibliography seems to im- 
ply less revolutionary changes in library 
procedures than the microcard. But it 
will be of the utmost importance that li- 
braries do all they can to reduce unneces- 
sary duplication of bibliographical services; 
if a great portion of the research library of 
the future is to be embodied as well as listed 
in bibliographies, bibliographical anarchy 
must not prevail. 

If there is a possibility that the micro» 
bibliography may prove a practicable al- 
ternative to the microcard, it would be 
unfortunate to focus all attention upon the 
latter during the next few years. Micro- 
print will not make the greatest contribu- 
tion to research that it can make unless 
every alternative is weighed and wise de- 
cisions are made by American librarians, 
particularly by responsible groups such as 
the Microcard Committee, the Joint Com- 
mittee on Indexing and Abstracting in the 
Major Fields of Research, the A.L.A. 
Board on Resources of American Libraries, 
the A.L.A. Bibliography Committee, and 
the A.L.A. Committee on Photographic 
Reproduction of Library Materials. 





The L.D.F. Total Is Now $70,827.81 


LTHOUGH OCTOBER was the "time for 
A the big push” in the Library De- 
velopment Fund Campaign, the 
project will not be definitely closed until all 
the returns are in and each state director 
has signed off, 

Two big news items went on record be- 
fore the actual beginning of the October 
campaign. ` Hawaii had joined the red- 
letter group and was well over her quota, 
II per cent over, in fact. The A.L.A. 
Federal Relations Office, under the direc- 
torship of Paul Howard, opened in Wash- 
ington the first of October. Librarians 
everywhere should know about this new 
service and the positive effect it will have 
on the contribution which libraries will 
make to social and cultural life in these 
United States. 

Since no consecutive history of the cam- 
paign has been printed, librarians may find 
a brief over-all picture helpful. For a long 
time A.L.A. officers have been concerned 
that funds were not available to expand 
the Association's professional program and, 
especially, to develop representation in 
Washington and a national public relations 
program—each of which supplements the 
other and which together are designed to 
give library service ultimately to all citizens. 

At an A.L.A. officers’ meeting in June 
1944 the matter was again under discus- 
sion when someone mentioned that the Na- 
tional Education Association had collected 
about three hundred thousand dollars in 
small amounts from teachers. 

“Well! If teachers can do it, why can’t 
librarians?” someone remarked. 

The Library Extension Division and the 


Federal Relations Committee recommended 
that a campaign be inaugurated to raise 
funds for this purpose, and the Executive 
Board gave its endorsement. 

This was the background for the historic 
A.L.A. Council meeting which took place 
in October 1944 when Althea H. Warren, 
of the Los Angeles Public Library, ad- 
dressed the members on the benefits to be 
derived from having an able person in 
Washington on year-round duty who would 
give first allegiance to library interests. 
Miss Warren ended her remarks with a 
motion to authorize a campaign to enable 
the A.L.A. to maintain such a representa- 
tive and to set up a committee for the 
purpose. The motion was seconded and 
carried unanimously. 

In commenting on this action, Carl Vitz, 
then A.L.A. President, said in part: 


The Council has given us as librarians the 
opportunity to promote energetically the cause 
of better libraries. If this opportunity— 
namely, to provide better representation of li- 
brary interests in Washington, to promote the 
extension of library service . . . and to create 
nationally a better understanding of the value 
of libraries in a general program of educa- 
tion—is taken, then, we may expect an exten- 
sion of library service in a few years which 
before took decades to secure. 


Mr. Vitz stated here in a concise manner 
the objectives for the campaign. 

The following November a campaign 
committee of representative librarians under 
the chairmanship of Mr. Vitz worked out 
further plans, and the goal was set at 
$105,000 which would allow for a four- 
year program óf the two desired phases. 
This amount was divided among the states, 
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territories, and District of Columbia ac- 
cording to the number of librarians and to 
some other factors. The state goals were 
considered at length, and the official figures 
finally set up were those accepted in each 
state by its own campalgn director. Indeed, 
some states said in the very beginning that 
they would top their goals. 

It was at the conference of state leaders 
last January that final methods and ma- 
terials were considered and wheels were 
set turning. April was decided upon as 
the campaign month. 


Progress 


OME STATES swept to the top within a 
few weeks. Some of the large ones had 
scarcely organized when vacations and 
summer lag overtook them. By June 30 
contributions had reached $62,250.23, or 
59 per cent of the $105,000 goal, an excel- 
lent record in view of the many unforeseen 
difficulties encountered.. The campaign 
committee voted to extend the project until 
all states had been given an opportunity to 
share in it, and October was designated as 
the “time for the big push.” (As this goes 
to press, returns total $70,827.81.) 

A few librarians have questioned some 
phases of the campaign. They are con- 
cerned that federal aid will mean federal 
control in national library programs. Yet 
these very librarians live in states already 


benefiting from large sums under federal 
For instance, the government has | 


grants. 
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supported the very fine program of agricul- 
tural extension throughout the country, and 
states enjoying its benefits would not give 
it up for anything. The same is true of 
the vast Smith-Hughes vocational program 
supported in our public schools with federal 
funds. In these specific cases we have fed- 
eral aid without federal control. And that 
is what A.L.A. wants for libraries. 


Just Another Lobby? 


OME LIBRARIANS wonder if a Washing- 
S ton office will become "just another 
lobby." Unfortunately we have grown to 
think of lobbyism as high-powered pressure 
which self-centered interests use to push 
through legislation that might not be passed 
by normal methods. But lobbyism has its 
respectable side, too, which is that of ex- 
plaining to legislators the advantages or dis- 
advantages that might result in our social 
and cultural life from the pursuit of certain 
policies. That is the type of service our 
representative will undertake to offer the 
government. 

The inauguration of the Washington of- 
fice marks a new epoch in professional 
history. As an educational agency the 
American library is facing the future with 
its eyes on the ultimate goal of an intelli- 
gent America where people from every sec- 
tion and from all walks of life enjoy equal 
opportunity for self-development. 

M vnizL E. Perry 
L.D.F. Executive Assistant 











Sponsored by the Trustees Division, This Article Emphasizes 


the Public Relations Aspect of Audio-Visual Aids 


Motion Pictures in Public Libraries 


WiLLIAM ELDER Marcus 


HIS ARTICLE is directed to trustees 

who have not experimented with 

visual aids, to trustees who have 

introduced them but who have not given 

special thought to the value of visual aids 

in their library public relations activities, 

and to librarians who have not felt they 

were ready yet to experiment with visual 
aids. 

It is not intended as a treatise, as there 


. are whole books on the subject. It is specifi- 


cally suggestive of the functional place of 
visual aids as one of the many facets of 
public relations. 


An institution like a public library, sup- 
ported by taxation, has an obligation to the 
taxpapers, who also are its patrons, to do 
all in its power to procure the maximum 
use of its facilities and of the trained skills 
of its personnel. 








Mx. Marcus is president of the Board of Trustees 
of the Free Public Library, Montclair, N.J., and 
has served as a trustee of that library for more than 
twenty years. He has served as vice president of 
the New Jersey Library Association, organized and 
served as the first president of its trustee section, and 
was a member of the executive board of the A.L.A. 
Trustees Section. With Margery C. Quigley, he col- 
laborated on the Portrait of the Library, and in 1939 he 
secured a grant from the Carnegie Corporation for 
the purposes of a cost accounting study in libraries, 
the results of which were published as Library Costs 
and Budgets by Emma V. Baldwin and Mr. Marcus. 
In 1941 he was selected by the A.L.A. Jury on 
Citation of Trustees to receive one of the Citations 
of Merit for outstanding trustee contributions, 





Library trustees are directing their at- 
tention more and more to the importance 
of public relations in their libraries. Public 
libraries, like other tax-supported institu- 
tions, have many forms of public relations, 
whether they are consciously planned and 
fostered or are only the minimum relations 
which occur daily from the unstimulated 
use of the libraries’ printed material and its 
services through the professional personnel. 

Public relations for a library are import- 
ant from two angles—first, to interpret to 
library users the place of the library in 
their educational and recreational problems, 
and second, to assist in obtaining the 
greatest dividends from the capital annually 
invested in the library by the taxpayers. 
Hence, there is an obligation for library 
trustees to keep abreast of new methods of 
stimulating the use of the library’s facilities. 

Unless trustees already have introduced 
visual aids through motion pictures as a 
regular service, have read library publica- 
tions, have attended library conventions, or 
have been influenced by their librarian, they 
may be unaware of the place motion pictures 
and film forums with discussions have 
taken in the library sphere of adult edu- 
cation and public relations. As stated by 
Gerald D. McDonald in his book called 
Educational Motion Pictures and Libraries, 
published in 1942 by the A.L.A.: 


It is commonly accepted that the distribu- 
tion of materials for the dissemination of 
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knowledge is a major, if not the major func- 
tion of libraries. Films are documents with 
which libraries need to be concerned. Films 
introduce a world we never saw, a life we 
never lived, and people we never knew. 'They 
can speak directly to many who are not ac- 
customed to obtaining ideas from the printed 
page. They provide a visual imagery to be 
applied to the things people read. ‘They have 
in them the power to open study on vital 
problems, to plead the case for neglected 
humanity, to revitalize democracy, and to 
develop a more responsible citizenship. If 
the American library decides that it is pri- 
marily dedicated to a far-reaching educational 
program, then it will recognize the peculiar 
educational values of films and utilize them. 


Films an Ideal Vehicle 


OTION PICTURES in public libraries 
M serve as an ideal vehicle for public 
relations as well as for education. They 
attract people who failed to realize that 
their library had anything to offer that 
would interest them. They lead, through 
an interest in what is personally heard and 
seen on the screen, to an interest in what 
has been recorded and can be read. "They 
serve many times as the first introduction 
to the library for a citizen who thus becomes 
exposed to library services through the 
trained library personnel; in turn, these 
new converts become interpreters of the 
library and enchanted with the new world 
which has become unfolded. Such public 
relations are more subtle and effective than 
many forms of library publicity, and more 
than justify the small expense involved. 

The printed material on the subject of 
motion pictures in public libraries is ex- 
tensive. An especially useful book is Edu- 
cational Motion Pictures and Libraries, 
previously referred to. Also, the Audio- 
Visual Committee of the American Library 
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Association is making a summary on public 
library use of films. 


"Trustees Should Consider 


ORWARD-LOOKING TRUSTEES in libraries 
Fin do not have motion pictures will 
investigate the subject carefully and inform 
themselves fully on the potentialities for 
their own library. It is a challenge which 
trustees should not sidestep just because it 
involves something relatively new. It is 
their responsibility to study the need and the 
practical aspects of any movement which has 
proved its value in many other libraries. 
Trustees should not take.a defeatist attitude 
because a slight increase in the budget may 
be involved. Besides, many libraries have 
found ways and means of raising extra 
money privately to experiment with and to 
test new and valuable means of serving 
their patrons. Progress is the result of 
vision and the unshakable conviction that a 
worthwhile goal is attainable. Library 
trustees of America and of the world— 
“Hitch your wagon to the stars!” 

In the same way as the policy of promot- 
ing motion pictures in public libraries has 
increased rapidly, so there is reasonable 
likelihood that television will become a 
regular library service in the not-too-distant 
future. Much experimentation is still re- 
quired by libraries in these fields before film 
and television services become standard li- 
brary practice. One thing is certain—that 
the libraries which pioneer in these fields 
and help to make such services universal 
will be making a rich contribution to the 
expansion of sound public relations and at 
the same time will be increasing the useful- 
ness to the taxpayers of the institution 
which they are supporting. 





Ulveling Interview on Recruiting 


S A RESULT of the Ulveling interview 
A reported in the New York Times, 
twenty letters have been received, 
sixteen from men and four from women. 
Six of the men hold the Ph.D. degree or 
Doctor of Laws degree from the University 
of Heidelberg, University of Vienna, the 
Sorbonne, and Columbia University. ‘Their 
special fields include law, social science, 
musicology, German literature, and psy- 
chology. Master's degrees held by two men 
and one woman represent anthropology, 
European history, and history. 

Most of the writers did not reveal their 
former occupations. Among those report- 
ing occupations were two practicing lawyers, 
one expert in international economics, one 


man with excellent experience in archeology, : 


three university professors or lecturers, one 
man formerly in book publishing in Austria, 
and one formerly in the production depart- 
ment of a chemical company. Several are 
serving in government offices on duration 
appointments, Some of them question 
whether salaries in library service will 
justify a change from their former pro- 
fessions. 

With one or two exceptions, each in- 
quirer has indicated a willingness to prepare 
himself adequately for library service. The 
following statement is typical: 


'The purpose of this letter is to solicit your 
advice and opinions as to what course of 
study I should follow and what particular 
subjects would be most appropriate. 


Two letters from men interested in adult 
education state: 


I feel very strongly on this matter of 
democratic living and I am keenly aware 
that education is the bulwark of democracy. 
I have for a long while sought opportunities 
to associate myself with work that in some 


way would contribute toward the expansion 
of public adult education. 


It occurred to me that the experience of 
an expert in adult education who, though not 
a trained librarian, spent a good deal of 
time in the great libraries of Paris, Vienna, 
Rome, etc, may be of particular interest at 
this moment to some of our major libraries. 


To each inquirer have been sent copies of 
Books and People, Training for Library 
Work, a list of accredited library schools, 
and a personal letter which attempted a 
reply to his particular questions. Whenever 
possible, interviews have been suggested 
with leading librarians and directors of 
library schools. All of the follow-up has 
been handled by Anita M. Hostetter, chief, 
Department of Library Education and Per- 
sonnel. 

'The Ulveling: interview, a syndicated 
editorial, a letter to the Times from a man 
interested in librarianship as a profession, 
and a letter to the Times from A.L.A. 
answering the earlier letter, are reprinted 
on the following pages. 


Growing Shortage of Librarians Seen 


Predicting a shortage of eighteen thousand 
librarians in the next few years, Ralph A. 
Ulveling, President of the American Library 
Association and librarian of the Detroit Pub- 
lic Library, yesterday urged returning service 
men and workers leaving war industries to 
consider entering the rapidly expanding li- 
brary field. 

In an interview in the Hotel Algonquin, 
Mr. Ulveling reported that figures compiled 
by the Association indicated that enrolment 
in library schools at the normal prewar rate 
would provide only half the eighteen thousand 
librarians who will be needed in the next 
six years. ‘The Association foresees an es- 
pecially strong demand for administrators, 
particularly men, and for experts in science, 
technology, social science, and music, he said. 
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“The profession of librarianship will pro- 
vide a great number and a great variety 
of opportunities for the college graduate 
with one year of library training," Mr. Ul- 
veling predicted. "Because of the raised 
educational level of the American people, the 
increased demand for information pertaining 
to social, economic, and political changes, the 
demand for adult education, and the im- 
petus the war has given to investigation and 
research, the library field is expanding rap- 
idly. 

" Academic libraries are becoming teaching 
and research centers, and public libraries are 
becoming research centers for industry, sci- 
ence, and business just as special libraries 
are. Hospital library services will be ex- 
panded enormously. Secondary and primary 
school libraries will probably undergo the 
greatest expansion of all, because accrediting 
bodies are requiring school libraries. 

""The Association is planning a campaign 
to bring public libraries to thirty-five million 
Americans who now lack library facilities. 
Facilities in libraries serving an additional 
thirty-five million are inadequate." 

Mr, Ulveling, who will. attend a meeting 
of the Joint Army and Navy Committee on 
Welfare and Recreation here Wednesday 
through Friday, said that enrolment in li- 
brary schools has dropped 45 per cent since 
the peak academic year, 1940-41. 

To be successful, librarians, whose salaries 
range from $1,800 to $10,000, should have 
good physical and mental health and a “re- 
sponsive" personality enabling them to meet 
all kinds of people, he said. 

—New York Times 
Aug. 18, 1945 


Job for a Soldier! 


Looking for a job, G.I. Joe? Then, if 
qualified, be a librarian. Only half the num- 
ber of employees needed by public libraries 
will be available in the. next six years, says 
President Ralph A. Ulveling of the Ameri- 
can Library Association. Executives are in 
special demand; also experts in science, tech- 
nical subjects, social science, and music. 

The picture of the job painted by Mr. 
Ulveling gives a wrong impression in one 


1This syndicated editorial was released by one of 
the national news services and used in newspapers 
all over the country. 
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respect. Salaries, he says, range from $1,800 
to $10,000. That is a good deal like saying 
that salaries of government workers range 
from $1,800 to $75,000, the salary of the 
President of the United States. The average 
librarian's salary is much nearer Mr. Ul- 
veling’s lower digit than his higher. But 
maybe the influx of veterans into the pro- 
fession will change that. 


Library Degree Held Unessential 


TO THE EDITOR OF The New York Times: 


Your Aug. 18 article about the shortage 
of librarians will probably strike others, as 
well as myself, as somewhat amusing. A 
Ph.D., with several years of college teaching 
experience, and subsequent experience on a 
newspaper and as a free lance writer, and 
war service in the Office of Censorship, I 
have recently tried to enter the library field, 
applying for more than one vacancy, only to 
be told that neither a knowledge of books, a 
love of reading, ability to get along with 
people, recommendations from former su- 
periors, nor a fair familiarity with the Dewey 
system could compensate for the lack of a 
degree from an accredited library school. 

If the President of the American Library 
Association realy wants to do something 
about getting those vacancies filled it might 
be well for him to educate both his fellow- 
librarians and the country's library boards 
to the fact that a broad interest in books and 


„a genuine interest in popular noncurricular 


education plus some knowledge of the world 
occasionally may relegate a library school 
degree to the realm of semi-essentials. 

N 
Unionville, Conn., Aug. 22, 1945 


Librarians Need Training 


TO THE EDITOR OF The New York Times: 


A Ph.D. with several years of teaching and 
newspaper experience wrote recently to The 
Times that he had been unable to enter the 
library profession without a degree from an 
accredited library school, in spite of a knowl- 
edge and love of books, ability to get along 
with people, recommendations from former 
employers, and a familiarity with the Dewey 
system of classifying books. He asks that 
the President of the American Library As- 
sociation persuade library boards and fellow- 
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librarians that a library degree is unimportant 
when an applicant has these assets plus an 
interest in popular education and a knowledge 
-of the world. 

'The American Library Association is look- 
ing for men of the type which The Times’ 
correspondent describes, but he ovexlooks two 
qualifications which the Association must sup- 
port in its personnel standards, because they 
are prerequisites to successful librarianship. 

One is the ability to administer a library. 
It is not at all certain that anyone who loves 
books and people, knows the Dewey system, 
and has been a successful teacher or reporter 
is also equipped to plan and administer an 
effective library plant, involving such factors 
as adaptation of building space to changing 
conditions, pursuit of a personnel policy which 
develops the individual stature of members 
while maintaining their efficiency as a unit, 
wise use of financial assets plus ability to in- 
crease endowments or tax allotments, and 
many other aspects of administration which 
depend as much on a background of profes- 
sional information and philosophy as on na- 
tive ability. 

Even granted that training might come 
through subordinate positions under a good 
administrator, a man or woman in middle 
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years will not often wish to put off the pros- 
pect of a really responsible post for too long 
a time. Moreover, many subordinate po- 
sitions have special technical requirements. 
Thus a. year’s schooling in librarianship 
should appeal even more to individuals ex- 
perienced in other fields than to young re- 
cruits. 

A second prerequisite to successful li- 
brarianship is personal leadership. The good 
librarian should contribute leadership, not 
only to his staff, but to the educational 
development of his community and to the 
profession nationally. While this quality is 
innate, library schools provide the perspective 
and structure of past experience which enable 
the possessor to use it most effectively. 

Because libraries touch almost all types of 
research and many aspects of daily life, the 
American Library Association and the library 
schools want to attract scholars and other 
individuals with varied experience to enter 
the profession. But it wants those who are 
willing to prepare themselves adequately. 
Scholarships may be available. 


Orca M. PETERSON, Chief 
A.L.A. Public Relations Office 
Chicago, Sept. 4, 1945 


Midwinter (Conference, December 27-30 


HE FIRST regular midwinter meeting of 
i A.L.A. since 1941 will be held in 
Chicago, with headquarters at the Drake 
Hotel, on December 27-30. Because of the 
crowded conditions in Chicago, all of those 
who expect to attend the meeting are urged 
to write for hotel reservations immediately. 
After considerable checking with hotels in 
the neighborhood of the Drake, expectations 
of securing facilities for conference attendants 
are discouraging. Besides the Drake, which 
is blocking off two hundred rooms for the 
A.L.A., the Allerton Hotel, 7ox N. Michigan 
Ave., has agreed to reserve nineteen rooms or 
suites which could accommodate thirty-four 
persons if two or more arrange to share rooms. 
The Hotel Pearson, 190 E. Pearson St., has 
agreed to take care of the first five reservations 


it receives from A.L.A. members. Prices at 
the Allerton for single rooms are $2.00-$2.75 
and for double rooms from $3.00-$4.75. Prices 
at the Pearson for single rooms are $3.50-$5.00 
and double rooms from $5.50-$7.50. Single 
rooms at the Drake are from $4.00-$5.50 and 
double rooms are from $7.00-$8.50. 

Although nearby hotels would, of course, 
be preferable, the only solution to the lack of 
hotel space in the Near North Side seems to 
be to secure hotel facilities some distance from 
the headquarters hotel. 

Further information about meetings which 
wil be held during the Midwinter Confer- 
ence, in addition to the meetings of the Coun- 
cil, will be published in the December 1 issue 
of the 4.L.4. Bulletin. 





The Public Relations Committee Sponsors 'T his 
Description of a State-Wide Publicity Program 


A State Spreads the Word 


LTHOUGH several presidents of state 
A associations say they wish it were 
otherwise, most report to the Pub- 
lic Relations Office that organized public 
relations programs are not characteristic of 
their activities. Circularized last spring 
to discover what methods are used to pro- 
mote the library idea through the state 
associations, officials of only three state 
professional groups reported continuous 
planned programs. A few more carry on 
some public relations, though not according 
to any preconceived plans. Only six re- 
ported the appointment of public relations 
committees. 

The picture changes somewhat when the 
association assumes responsibility for achiev- 
ing some particular objective. For ex- 
ample, all associations are eager to marshal 
all of their resources, actual and potential, 
behind state campaigns for better library 
legislation. In lesser degree, they organize 
in support of war bonds, book drives, etc. 
But deliberate planning over several years 
to influence public opinion toward support 
of libraries is generally lacking. 


Even in states where the majority of the 
rural population is without libraries and 
where state agencies are either nonexistent 
or without funds, volunteer help of associa- 
tion members remains unorganized. As one 
correspondent said, “There are too few of 
us." Yet the following reasons for de- 
veloping a public relations program were 
advanced, often by those who felt nothing 
could be done without careful organization 
and help from a strong state agency: (1) 
to publicize library activities and resources, 
(2) to enlist the goodwill of organized 
groups within the state, (3) to encourage 
expansion of library service, (4) to create 
acceptance for the idea of larger appropria- 
tions, (5) to educate librarians in local 
publicity methods. 

To demonstrate that much can be 
done through individual initiative, with a 
minimum of planning and labor at the top, 
we are reprinting a memorandum which 
was prepared by the Public Relations Com- 
mittee of the Connecticut Library Associa- 
tion and mailed to every association 
member for local action. 


Development of (Comprehensive Public Relations 


Program in Local Communities 


N A DISCUSSION of the public relations 
program for the Connecticut Library As- 
sociation, our committee has felt that not too 
much emphasis should be placed on the idea 
of state-wide releases but that greater effort 


should be expended in the development of a 
comprehensive public relations program within 
the community in which each library exists. 
The criterion of a successful public relations 
program will be the “selling” of library serv- 
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ice to more and more people regularly. This 
cannot be accomplished by newspaper releases 
alone, and your committee offers as some 
suggestions the following ideas which may or 
may not be practical for development within 
your community. We realize that there may 
be some other successful public relations proj- 
ects now being sponsored in some of the 
communities throughout the state that are 
not included in this memorandum. If so, we 
would like to hear about them. ‘The following 
are some of the avenues for the dissemination 
of information on the library and library 
service, 
Disseminating Information 


I. Newspapers. The most successful news- 
paper publicity will be stories about the local 
library and the service it offers the community 
or communities it serves. 
to papers would include: 

Information on particular projects being spon- 
sored by the local libraries. 

Items of personal information on honors at- 
tained by members of library staff, etc. 

Book columns, brief reviews of the new books 
available, suggested reading lists, children’s 
books, ete. 

Notices of meetings of trustees, meetings of 
other groups in library building, remembering 
that every time the library is mentioned in the 
local papers you are gathering additional li- 
brary publicity. 


2. Gommunity groups. Investigation indi- 
cates that the major responsibility of bring- 
ing the story of library service to groups of 
men and women in the community has been 
placed upon the shoulders of the librarian 
or members of the library staff. Your com- 
mittee feels that this program could be more 
widely developed by utilizing the trustees as 
speakers before such groups. Some trustee 
groups have already sent out to the presi- 
dents of all community organizations (service, 
fraternal, church, etc.) notices that members 
of the board of trustees would like to have 
the opportunity of giving a brief talk on the 
library service of the community at one of 
the meetings of the group. Program directors 
of most organizations are constantly looking 
for speakers and program plans and would 
welcome such offers of cooperation. Prac- 
tically every board of trustees has at least 
one, and sometimes several, members who 
have had experience on the public platform 


Stories acceptable 


and who would be only too happy to develop 
this phase of public relations work if given 
the opportunity. 

3. Library visits, Encouraging groups to 
visit the local library should not be confined 
to extending an invitation to school classes 
to do such visiting during Children’s Book 
Week. There are many groups that are 
interested in the various features of their 
community life who would welcome such in- 
vitations. 

4. Bookmarks. An inexpensive method of 
informing the community about the library 
and the library service is the issuance an- 
nually of a supply of bookmarks. One year 
the bookmarks could be distributed through 
the schools, another year through factories, 
another year through service organizations, 
so that as wide a distribution as possible can 
be secured. One could also be placed in each 
book taken from the library. These book- 
marks should include such information as 
the location of the library and its branches 
and the hours that the libraries are open. 
just as a matter of curiosity, ask the first 
ten people you meet what hours the local 
libraries are open and you will be amazed 
to find out how few—even your good cus- 
tomers—know what hours the libraries func- 
tion. 

5. Cooperation with civic groups. In ad- 
dition to providing speakers as mentioned 
above, there are many ways in which the 
local library staff can be of assistance to local 
civic groups. Do such groups in your com- 
munity know that the library can lend maga- 
zines and newspapers for special committees 
of civic groups? Do they know that you can 
help them in securing and showing educa- 
tional films? ‘That the library has much in 
thé way of free literature of a noncommerr 
cial, nonpartisan nature that would be valu- ` 
able to program committees of such groups? 
Do you provide regular notices to civic groups 
that the library staff is willing to assist in any 
special research (except contest!)? These 
few items merely scratch the surface of the 
opportunities to be of service to local organ- 
izations which as a result of such service 
become more interested in the library. 

6. Radio. One valuable source of public 
relations that has not been very highly de- 
veloped is the use of radio. Do you know the 
program director of your local radio station? 
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If not, why not call him up tomorrow and 
ask for an appointment to sit down with him 
to find out how he can help your library and 
how the library can help him. Some local 
stations would be glad to have the library 
provide spot announcements. . .. The radio 
station program director may also be of as- 
sistance in the development of special pro- 
grams that can actually take place in the 
library or he can arrange to have the library 
staff present interviews, quiz programs, brief 
informational material on library service, and 
a regular schedule over the radio station. 

7. Signs. This topic may seem out -of 
place in a library public relations program, 
but business firms spend millions of dollars 
every year in sign advertising. ‘Too often 
we presume that everybody in town knows 
where the library is and when it is open, but 
in these days there has been such a migration 
of workers from one section to another, there 
are hundreds and even thousands of strarigers 
in each community who may not have the 
slightest idea where the library is or when 
it is in operation. ] 

8. Cooperation with local factories. Most 
heads of local industries are anxious that 
their employees improve themselves and their 
knowledge of the business. Why not check 
your collection, correlate some list applying 
to specific business in the community, and 
send out a supply of mimeographed lists to 
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such factories or industries so that the work- 
ers in those plants will know what source 
material is available for such improvement. 
At the bottom of the list have a brief para- 
graph of cordial invitation to the factory 
workers to avail themselves of the service so 
described. Local industries should be en- 
couraged to make gifts of books to the 
library—books of a technical nature of in- 
terest to their own employees. 

9. Library bulletin board. In addition to 
the signs mentioned, each library should have 
inside the building and convenient to the 
entrance a bulletin board with current in- 
formation on books and source material on 


current topics. 
—ÀÀ GRÉ 


'This memorandum to members is to be 
followed by others periodically, suggesting 
sample news stories, material for movie 
trailers, radio spots, etc. This much of the 
Connecticut Library Association’s program 
could be carried out anywhere, Other 
activities which involve more time than 
some associations can give, include a speak- 
ing program which will make use of library 
trustees, extension of the committee to 
include one “co-member” in every com- 
munity which has a daily paper, and 
centrally prepared releases. 


WE MUST ESTABLISH beyond any doubt the equality of men. And we shall find this 
equality, not in the different talents which we severally possess, nor in the different incomes 
which we severally earn, but in the great franchise of the mind, the universal franchise, 
which is bounded neither by color, nor by creed, nor by social status. Open the books, if 


you wish to be free. 


Jan. 14, 1943 


—WENDELL L. WILLKIE 


Sponsored by the Job Evaluation and Training Subcommittee of the" 
Board of Education for Librarianship, Board on Personnel 
Administration, and Library Administration Committee 


Motion Study in Libraries 


LILLIAN MOLLER GILBRETH 


ORE AND MORE we are all coming 

to realize the tremendously im- 

portant part that the library plays 

in the life of every citizen of our country. 

We look to the library not only for informa- 

tion of all sorts but for a working example 

of efficiency. We expect to find both 

personnel and operating problems solved in 

such a way that money, time, and energy 

are used most effectively and that the public 

can copy the procedure and adapt it to 
varying needs. 

During this postwar period, with the 
many new problems which arise with the 
return of men and women who have been 
in our armed services to civilian life, the 
library has new and challenging opportuni- 
ties to be useful. This period also sees men 
and women changing their business and 
industrial jobs because of reconversion in 








@Dr. Girsretn is a consulting engineer and in a 
citation received with an honorary degree this year 
from Smith College she was referred to as a “dis- 
tinguished expert consulting engineer in management 
and for her work in the study of motion and in the 
utilization of technological improvements; .. ." She 
has a D.Litt, M.Litt, and LL.D. from the Uni- 
versity of California, a Ph.D. and Sc.D. from Brown 
University, a M.Engineering from the University of 
Michigan, and a Dr.Engineering from Russell Sage Col- 
lege. She is president of Gilbreth, Inc., director of 
courses in motion study and in the utilization of 
technological progress, and has held many positions, 
lectured at several colleges and universities, and writ- 
ten many books and articles on management en- 
gineering. 
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the industries, and many women who have 
held industrial jobs returning to their homes. 
Industries are faced with tremendous prob- 
lems as they reconvert to peacetime pro- 
cedures. In fact, new responsibilities and 
new problems face every citizen in our 
land, and libraries must do their share to 
help solve them. 

If the library is to live up to its oppor- 
tunities and to the expectations of its public, 
it must recognize its importance as an edu- 
cational center. It happens that during 
the war years many libraries have utilized 
opportunities for getting training, the 
benefits of which can now be most profit- 
ably passed on to the public. Motion study 
was one such type of training which was 
available and which was utilized through 
the cooperation of the government group 
engaged in Training Within Industry. 
Several libraries enabled their staffs to take 
Job Instructor Training, Job Methods 
Training, and Job Relations Training, 
three divisions that the T.W.I. operates. 
The content of the courses was translated 
into library terminology, evaluated and 
supplemented by case material from library 
procedures. Since that time the results are 
gradually being incorporated into the 
practices of progressive libraries, with direct 
results on library efficiency and indirect 
results on serving as examples to the com- 
munities in which the libraries are. 
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With the close of the war, the work of 
the Training Within Industry group will 
be incorporated into progressive teaching 
and will undoubtedly continue to be useful. 
Courses, supplementary to T.W.I., given 
under the direction of the Engineering, 
Science, Management War ‘Training 
(E.S.M.W.T.), are now being evaluated 
and transferred to the extension divisions 
of many of our large universities. Through 
these they are being made available to 
libraries and other nonprofit institutions, as 
well as to business and industry. 


Wide Application 


HE LIBRARIAN, like all people who take 
T such courses in simplifying work, has ad- 
vantages from this training which are not 
always apparent. ‘The person who becomes 
interested in simplifying work soon expands 
the applications from the things which he 
does on his job to all activities of his life. 
He becomes “motion-minded,” as it has 
been called, and thinks of himself as a 
center of activity making use of all his 
facilities and supplementing with tools, with 
machines, or with anything which expedites 
his work. He begins to see causes for delay 
and how to eliminate these. As he improves 
his methods he thinks of equipment which 
would be useful, and the purchasing de- 
partment is called in for cooperation. He 
realizes the necessity for keeping adequate 
cost records, and the accounting depart- 
ment is geared in. Gradually every 
division of operating and personnel is par- 
ticipating and motion-mindedness spreads 
throughout the entire organization. 

So, in the library the trustees, staff, and 
volunteers, and the public services should 
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be included in work simplification planning 
and should participate in carrying out the 
plans. The question, “Is it necessary?” 
should be in everyone's mind constantly 
and the supplementary questions, "Should 
it be done?" “By whom?” “Where?” 
"When?" "How?" and "Why?" should 
become a checklist used almost automatically 
and with interest and enthusiasm. 


Varying Methods 


T IS NOT NECESSARY that every library 

follow an identical pattern in solving its 
problems. Some may turn the work over 
to specialists with everyone cooperating to 
make their work most useful. Others 
may send designated staff members for train- 
ing. Still others may invite a librarian 
trained in this work to set up their program 
and give them an adequate start. Still 
others may find volunteers who have train- 
ing and experience in work simplification 
and who are glad to make this their con- 
tribution to the effectiveness of their li- 
brary. Others might borrow texts, films, 
work manuals, and case material and exhibit 
these, with the idea of making as large a 
group as possible quickly acquainted with 
work simplification principles and interested 
enough to undertake some work in this 
field. 'The aim is always the same—to 
bring the benefits of motion-mindedness into 
the library field. 

No library need hestitate to ask for co- 
operation in this work, for motion-minded- 
ness is of such a nature that the more one 
gives the more one has. We can assure all 
who are willing to participate that they can 
give something of value and that they will 
receive fully as much as they give. 





Activities of Libraries and Library Associations Gleanea 


from Letters, Reports, and Bulletins 


What They re Doing 


HE W. K. Kellogg Foundation 
| recently completed arrangements 
on three projects to extend library 
service in Michigan, it has been announced 
by Mrs. Zoe H. Wright, director of the 
W. K. Kellogg Foundation Library Pro- 
gram. If these prove successful, the founda- 
tion hopes to consider similar programs 
in other parts of the country where library 
facilities are inadequate and where the 
people themselves are interested in over- 
coming this deficiency. 

The first experimental program is a 
teacher-librarian training course established 
at Western Michigan College of Education, 
Kalamazoo, commencing with the fall se- 
mester. A grant of $44,000, extending 
over a period of five years, will inaugurate 
this new department of library science. It 
will provide for a four-year curriculum 
leading to a bachelor's degree, together 
with state provisional and permanent 
certificates in library science which will 
meet the requirements of the state board of 
education and the North Central Associa- 
tion. Students will be given experience, 
through observation and practice, which will 
prepare them to do school and community 
library work. Alice Louise LeFevre, 
formerly professor of library science at St. 
John’s University, Brooklyn, has been ap- 
pointed as director of the program. 

The second project will be the establish- 
ment in Van Buren County of a field 
training center in connection with the 
teacher-librarian training program. In ad- 


dition to library work in schools of three 
hundred to five hundred enrolment, the stu- 
dents will have an opportunity for library 
experience in village and rural school li- 
braries served by trained librarians working 
from a bookmobile. To carry out this 
project the foundation will assist the Van 
Buren County library over a period of five 
years with a grant of $28,000. 

'The third project in which the founda- 
tion is participating is sponsoring the ap- 
pointment of a trustee's consultant who will 
be a part of the present extension department 
of the Michigan State Library and who 
will consult with library trustees through- 
out the state in an effort to assist trustees 
in making their greatest contribution to the 
library idea. The program will be set up 
for a period of three years, at the end of 
which time consideration will be given to 
whether it should be continued as a per- 
manent part of the state library's activities. 
The total grant for this program is $25,000. 


Institute on Storytelling 


An unusual institute for storytellers was 
held by the Decatur, Ga., Public Library 
and the Decatur Council of the P.T.A. 
Its purpose was to improve and give in- 
creased recognition to the storytelling pro- 
gram which has grown out of fifteen years’ 
cooperation between the above agencies in 
vacation storytelling. 

A findings committee, composed of a 
representative of the Decatur Public Li- 
brary, the Decatur P.T.A. Council, and 
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the Decatur Recreation Board, reported 
that it felt the following definite results 
were obtained: 


(1) Interest in storytelling has been in- 
creased; (2) storytelling technique has been 
improved; (3) participants felt “a new dig- 
nity in realizing that they are instruments in 
giving good literature to the children of their 
community ;" (4) the material selected for the 
story hour has improved in its quality; (5) 
more storytellers are now available for the 
vacation story hour; (6) a higher level of 
both material and technique can be main- 
tained throughout the vacation story hour 
program; and (7) emphasis has been placed 
on the belief that storytelling is a profession 
and an art worthy of the best effort. 


Services for V eterans 


The Seattle Public Library has issued a 
folder calling the attention of veterans to its 
services, the front cover of which is re- 
produced below, although this black and 
white reproduction does not reproduce the 
general effect of the original printing in 
purple and yellow on white. Points covered 


Services 


FOR VETERANS 
at the Seattle Public Library 









@ inclined Toward 
Science? 


& Going Back to 
School 'n' Books? 





@ interested in 
Selosmanship? 


GET ACQUAINTED WITH 


€ Need Techni- 
eal Information? 


@ Have You Ar- 
fisfic Ability? 


YOUR LIBRARY 
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in the leaflet include: Looking for a Job? 
Going Back to School? Getting Used to the 
Family Again? Want to Do Some Read- 
ing? plus addresses and hours of the main 
library and its branches. , 


A Guide to the Town 


À pamphlet entitled "Living in Mont- 
clair" designed “to give trustworthy an- 
swers to those questions continually asked 
by young couples and heads of families who 
are wanting to find pleasant home locations 
in this general neighborhood" has been 
published by the Reference Department of 
the Montclair Free Public Library. It 
represents a rechecking of the vertical files 
containing local material and a systematic 
inquiry into the statistics of the community 
to determine whether they represent the 
latest and most authoritative available. In- 
terested members of the staff were assigned 
different sections of the subject matter to 
write up and then the material was re- 
written by Dorothy Waugh, public relations 
assistant, who then checked all of the copy 
with the heads of municipal departments 
and town agencies and organizations whose 
programs were mentioned. 

The library mails the booklets free to 
any service men or women whose names 
are given to the library, to men on furlough, 
and to newcomers to the community 
through an agency which visits newcomers 
regularly. The booklet is also on sale 
either by mail or personal request at 156 
a copy and a local bookstore is handling 
it as a greeting card on a consignment 
basis. 


Student Librarians’ League 


To develop interest among Roanoke stu- 
dents in selecting library work as a profes- 
sion, to make the student assistants more 
efficient, and to serve as a social organiza- 
tion through which student librarians may 


WHAT THEY'RE DOING 


become better acquainted with each other, 
a city-wide student librarians’ league was 
formed among the student assistants in the 
junior and senior high school libraries of 
Roanoke, Va. While it has functioned 
principally as a means of social contact, a 
by-product has been the arousing of .con- 
siderable interest in library work among the 
students. Another valuable result has been 
that when the student assistants transfer 
from junior to senior high schools the shift 
has been much less difficult. 


Refreshments with a Difference 


At the time of the opening of the rare 
book room at the Grosvenor Library, Buf- 
falo, many librarians and bibliophiles were 
invited to hear James B. Shaw, librarian, 
Swarthmore College, speak on “Printers 
Pleasantries." In addition to having con- 
gratulatory messages, including one from 

' Archibald MacLeish and a poem written 

for the occasion by Christopher Morley, 
read to them, beer and sandwiches were 
served to the seventy-three guests after the 
library's closing hours. 


Living Memorials 


The Lima, Ohio, Public Library has pub- 
lished a six-page leaflet describing Gifts, 
Endowments, Bequests as Living Memor- 
ials, which answers probable questions of 
prospective donors, includes a form of be- 
quest, mentions some present memorials, 
and gives general information on the sub- 
ject. 


Fight against Vandalism 


Because growing “vandalism and a 
thoughtless disregard of public property and 
other people’s rights has led many high school 
students to destroy books and magazines by 
cutting or tearing and even carrying them 
off,” George Seibel, director of the Car- 
negie Free Library of Allegheny, Pittsburgh, 
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sent a letter to principals of schools asking 
that they assist the library in calling the 
attention of their students to this unneces- 
sary destruction. Mr. Seibel urged the 
principals to cooperate with the library by 
reporting any information they might gather 
about destruction or stealing of books and 


he promised to report in turn to them. 


New York Veterans’ Center 


A New York.veterans’ center has been 
established on Park Avenue in the building 
which formerly housed the board of educa- 
tion offices. Among the agencies included 
in the building are the American Red Cross, 
the city board of education and health serv- 
ice, the U. S. Employment Service, the state 
rehabilitation office, and the New York 
Public Library. ‘The library has established 
a branch with both reference and circulating . 
service. Funds for financing the center 
allowed addition of two staff members to 
man the branch and the library contributed 
one thousand dollars-for materials and has 
lent many additional materials. An inter- 
esting new venture in cooperation among the 
libraries of the Greater New York area is 
the agreement by the Brooklyn and Queens 
Borough libraries to accept books returned 
for the center in any of the branches and 
to see that they are returned to the center. 


St. Louis Publicity 


Several examples of publicity about the 
St. Louis Public Library have recently come 
to our attention. This Week in St. Louis, 
which began publication in August of this 
year, includes several references to the 
library. ‘The passes issued by the St. Louis 
Public Service Company and the Public 
Service Ride Guide called attention to the 
nutrition exhibit at the library. Two leaf- 
lets described noonday book reviews and 
noonday lectures on world literature at the 
library. 


PICKUPS 


By the Editor 





HE FOLLOWING unofficial bits of infor- 

mation about future plans for Army 
and Navy library service may interest you 
as much as they did us: 


It is doubtful whether there will be any 


surplus books in either the Army or Navy for 
civilian libraries. Books are being worn out 
and those which are not worn out when 
camps are closed will be transferred to other 
camps. 'That applies to this country. There 
may be some surplus camp library books 
abroad and there will almost certainly be some 
surplus educational books abroad. 

'The Army has set up a one-week library 
school in Paris for the training of G.I.’s and 
WAC's. 
ready been trained. 

It is hoped that all permanent library po- 
sitions will be made civil service within the 
next year or two and that all Army officers 
doing library work will be discharged or 
transferred to other duty. 

It is expected that the Armed Services 
Editions of books will be continued at least 
until next July and possibly until September. 

Library service is just now about to be 
organized in the Western Pacific on a fairly 
adequate basis. The plan calls for about 
twenty women civilian librarians in that area. 


Dl LATIN America a librarian has turned 
the tables on the educators. Jorge 
Basadre, librarian of the National Library 
of Lima, has been appointed minister of 
education in Peru. Dr. Basadre remains 
titular head of the national library. 


IBRARIANS who like to read mystery and 
detective stories and who approve of 
the library's circulating them; as well as 
those who disapprove, will be interested in 
an article in the July issue of New Zealand 
Libraries by W. J. Scott, entitled “Am I 
My Brother's Keeper? The Thriller and 
the Librarian’s Responsibility.” 


More than two thousand have al- . 


ORTUNE has found, in a review of its 
E. for the period 1941-45, that 
better-informed Americans tend to hold 
more "moderate" opinions than do the unin- 
formed and that the well-informed are gen- 
erally better able to make up their minds 
on a wide variety of topics. On questions 
of world policy and labor unions, for ex- 
ample, examination showed that the well- 
informed gave especially moderate answers 
in comparison to the uninformed and that 
extreme opinions among the well-informed 
were so rare as to be almost negligible. 
Certainly these facts should have signifi- 
cance for librarians and should add to the 
enthusiasm of adult educators for increasing 
the educational level of Americans. 


T A MEETING of the Pacific Northwest 
Library Association Round Table at 
Seattle, September 5-6, the Children’s and 
School Librarians’ Section announced that 
Marie McSwigan’s Snow Treasure had 
won the Young Reader’s Choice Award for 
1945 as the most popular of recent books 
among the boys and girls of that region 
during the past year. 


HE BRITISH LIBRARY ASSOCIATION has 
ji poses that more than a million books 
were destroyed by fire in German bombing 
raids on England, most of them in munici- 
pal libraries. About fifty-four thousand 
children’s books went up in flames and 
thousands of special collections have been 
lost forever. 

The University College of London lost 
one hundred thousand books and almost 
all of its special collections. The Guildhall 
lost twenty-five thousand volumes, plus 
three thousand in its special collections. 
Coventry, worst-bombed town in England, 
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suffered a loss of 150,000 books, and 
213,000 were lost in Liverpool. 


LTHOUGH the original plan of the 
Armed Services Editions to print 
fifty thousand copies of thirty titles every 
month seemed to be really big publishing 
business, its present production program is 
more than four times as large—today the 
delivery schedule calls for 155,000 copies 
each of forty titles, or a monthly production 
of 6,200,000 copies. Over eight hundred 
printings have been made, a number of 
them being reprintings of earlier selections 
which proved very popular. 


R. Frxit, the question-and-answer man 
M of the Minneapolis Daily Times, 
uses the public library a great deal in locat- 
ing answers to the problems sent in to him 
and is very generous in giving credit for the 
library’s assistance. He often refers readers 
to the library for further information, as 
well. Carl Vitz, librarian, says: "I be- 
lieve that this is one of the most effective 


means of informing citizens that their pub- 


lic library can and does function as the 
community encyclopedia." 


OVEMBER 4-10 has been proclaimed 
N the week for celebration of the 
twenty-fifth anniversary of radio. The 
National Association of Broadcasters sug- 
gests that radio may be highlighted either 
during that week or, if that is impossible, 
then some other time in November or in 
December.’ 


HE COLUMBIA BROADCASTING Sys- 
T TEM has given the Library of Congress 
its total files of twenty million words of 
foreign short wave broadcasts, eavesdropped 
and recorded by the C.B.S. short wave 
listening station from 1939 to August 1945. 
The files include allied and enemy com- 
muniques and propaganda broadcasts from 
more than sixty foreign stations. 
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N ACCORDANCE with the Act of Chaoul- 
| tepec, which provides for the appcint- 
ment by each nation of an ambassade- to 
the Pan American Union, Rafael Ar2valo 
Martinez has arrived in the United S-ztes. 
Señor Martinez is the Guatemalan delegate 
to the Pan American Union and former 
director of the National Library in Guate- 
mala City. 


NEW BOOK COVER designed to benefit 
bed-ridden war veterans, stucents, 
and businessmen has recently been patested. 
The cover (illustrated below) has twc seg- 
ments which fold down from the fron: and 
back covers and lock in the back to for-n a 
sturdy support holding the book iz an 
upright position for reading or ready ref- 
erence. The inventor of this interes-ing 
innovation in bookmaking, which elimrzates 
bulky book rests and makes it possib/. to 
read in a reclining position more æm- 
fortably, is Hugh Pearce Botts, young 
American artist and etcher, whose war is 
included in the permanent collections of the 
Metropolitan Museum, the Boston Mu- 
seum, and the Library of Congress. 
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INT FOR PENNY-WISE LIBRARIANS: Á c- 
H cording to The King Is Dead on 
Queen Street, a mystery story recently pub- 
lished by Duell, Sloan & Pearce, the public 
library in a Virginia town shares the book 


Work with Business 


HE PROGRAM of the A.L.A. Com- 

| mittee on Relations with Business 
Groups, under the chairmanship 

of Marian C. Manley, has now been in 
effect for a year. A major part of its 
program has been in cooperation with the 
Committee on Economic Development, 
which has in its organizational setup a 
library service committee. This committee 
makes frequent mailings on special projects 
to a thousand libraries, those in cities of 
over ten thousand or more. Among its 
current activities are: (1) The publication 


' C.E.D. POSTER 


Your Library 
provides — 


INDUSTRY - COMMERCE - AGRICULTURE 
"t 1. Current Business News 
2. Handbooks on Postwar 
Expansion and Profit 
3. National Sources of 
Business Information 
Libraries have an important share in promoting 
. Economic Understanding 


The COMMITTEE for ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
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truck with the dog-catcher when it is not 
on its appointed rounds. That it houses 
stray dogs instead of books at any given 
moment is indicated by a large dog-catcher’s 
net floating from the roof. 


and distribution of a folder emphasizing the 
use of libraries in meeting the postwar eco- 
nomic needs. The first printing of fifty 
thousand is being distributed to the public 
libraries on the general mailing list, to the 
C.E.D. regional managers and officers, and 
to other interested groups. Additional 
copies of it are available at one dollar a 
thousand. (2) The assembling of a C.E.D. 
business library packet for distribution to 
libraries on request included a special poster 
(below), appropriate C.E.D. pamphlets, a 
condensed guide to the development of li- 
brary service to business, and a reprint of 
a news story which appeared in Smithtown, 
L.I., N.Y., where this display was first 
opened. 

As the result of correspondence and con- 
ferences with Department of Commerce 
officials, the interest of that department is 
assured. In a letter to the committee chair- 
man, Secretary Henry A. Wallace said, “1 
feel that such a movement is very worth 
while, especially when we in the Depart- 
ment of Commerce are most anxious to 
make research available to the small 
businessman." 

In commenting on the support given to 
the library program with business, Miss 
Manley said: 

Such support of a library program reflects 
the growing realization of the part libraries 
can play in the economic life of the com- 
munity, a change greatly stimulated by 
C.E.D. in its keen interest in the use of library 
resources to promote intelligent treatment of 
business problems. 








ALA. NEWS 


Midwinter Conference 
December 27-50, 1045 





Conference in June in Buffalo 


AFTER NEGOTIATIONS with the Toronto 
hotels the A.L.A. was regretfully forced to 
conclude that accommodations would not be 
available for holding the 1946 A.L.A. con- 
ference there. Therefore, after correspond- 
ence with several cities in the same general 
area, the Executive Board finally voted to 
hold the conference in Buffalo, N.Y., on 
June 16-22, 1946, Further announcements 
in connection with the meeting will appear 
in later issues of the Bulletin. 


Trustee Recommendations 


Tue A.L.A. Jury on Citation of Trustees 
has requested that nominations for 1946 
citations be in not later than Mar. 1, 1946, 
according to Mrs. Philip Sidney Smith, 
chairman. Library boards, individual li- 
brary trustees, state library extension 
agencies, state library associations, or the 
A.L.A. Trustees Division may send in 
names to be considered. The only limitation 
put upon nominees is that each must be in ac- 
tual service at least part of the calendar year 
preceding the conference at which awards 
are made. Nominations should be sent to 
the Jury on Citation of Trustees, A.L.A. 
Headquarters, 520 N. Michigan Ave., 
Chicago 11. 


Canadian Books and Films 


THE CawApiAN LisRARY Council has 
made a selection of books and films entitled 
"Outstanding Canadian Books and Films 
of Recent Date" which will appear as an 
article in the November 15 issue of The 
Booklist. The selection was made under 
the direction of Elizabeth Homer Morton, 
secretary of the council. 


Study of Sabbatical Leaves 


PRESIDENT ULVELING has appointed the 
following committee of the Executive Board 
and the A.L.A. Headquarters staff to study 
the problem of sabbatical leaves for mem- 
bers of the A.L.A. Headquarters staff: John 
Richmond Russell, University of Rochester 
Library, Rochester, N.Y., chairman; John 
S. Richards, Seattle Public Library; and 
Anita M. Hostetter and Mrs. Pauline Shipp 
Love, of the Headquarters staff. 


On Institutional Dues 


THE Executive Boarp at its meeting 
on October I2 voted to appoint a special 
committee, representing interests of various 
types of libraries, to prepare a report for 
action on a temporary basis on a sliding scale 
of institutional membership dues. Members 
of the committee are Emerson Greenaway, 
Enoch Pratt Free Library, Baltimore, chair- 
man; Robert Alexander Miller, Indiana 
University Library, Bloomington; Carl 
Vitz, Minneapolis Public Library; and 
Althea H. Warren, Los Angeles Public 
Library. 


Fellowship in International 


Relations Office 


A FELLOWSHIP, with the view of giving 
an interested librarian a glimpse of some 
of the international activities of the A.L.A., 
was recently set up by the A.L.A, Interna- . 
tional Relations Board, and in late August 
it was awarded to Mrs. Lois King Bryant. 
Mrs. Bryant’s activities will be mainly 
with the periodicals program of the Com- 
mittee on Aid to Libraries in War Areas, 
which is under the direction of Dorothy J. 
Comins. 
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A.C.R.L. Nominating Committee 


THE FOLLOWING members of the 1945-46 
A.C.R.L. Nominating Committee have re- 
cently been appointed by Blanche Prichard 
McCrum, president: Paul North Rice, 
New York Public Library; Robert Bing- 
ham Downs, University of Illinois Library 
and Library School, Urbana; Mrs, Cara- 
belle G. Dickey, State Teachers College 
Library, Terre Haute, Ind.; Jackson Ed- 
mund Towne, State College Library, East 
Lansing, Mich.; Helen Frances Pierce, 
Modesto Junior College Library, Modesto, 
Calif. 


Catalog Code Revision 

.THE Executive Board has authorized 
the Publishing Department to allocate an 
amount, not over five thousand dollars, to 
the A.L.A. Catalog Code Revision Com- 
mittee for further work in preparing the 
new edition. 


Fourth Activities Committee 

Tue Executive Boar has decided that 
a fourth activities committee should be ap- 
pointed to take up consideration of the 
A.L.A. where the Committee on Relations 
with Local Library Groups and on Mem- 
bership Participation leaves off. 


A.L.A. Representatives 

Howarp Szavov Leacu, librarian of 
Lehigh University, Bethlehem, Pa., was 
asked to represent the A.L.A. at the in- 
auguration of Ralph Cooper Hutchinson as 
president of Lafayette College, Easton, Pa., 
on October 26. 

Alf Houkum, librarian of St. Olaf Col- 
lege, Northfield, Minn., was asked to rep- 
resent the A.L.A. at the inauguration of 
Laurence McKinley Gould as president of 
Carleton College, Northfield, Minn., on 
October 16. 

Ear] N. Manchester, librarian of the 
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Ohio State University Library, was asked 
to represent the A.L.A. at the inauguration 
of William Allison Shimer as the eleventh 
president of Marietta College, Marietta, 
Ohio, on October 20. 


Public Libraries Division Nomina- 
tions 
‘THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS of the nomi- 
nating committee of the A.L.A. Division 
of Public Libraries would be glad to re- 
ceive suggestions of possible nominees: 
Roberta Bowler, Public Library, Los 
Angeles; Emerson Greenaway, Enoch Pratt 
Free Library, Baltimore; Charles Keith 
Morison, Provincial Library, Victoria, 
B.C., Can.; Katharine H. Wead, Connec- 
ticut Library Committee, Hartford. Of- 
cers to be elected are the president, vice 
president who will be the president-elect, 
second vice president, treasurer, and ex- 
ecutive secretary. 
Ruru E. Hammonp, Chairman 
Wichita City Library 
Wichita 2, Kan. . 


B.B.F. Director 


ALFONSO REYES has been reappointed a 
member of the board of directors of the 
Biblioteca Benjamin Franklin for a four- 
year term. 


Statistical Service 

ON RECOMMENDATION of the Budget 
Committee, the Executive Board has voted 
to have the A.L.A. Publishing Department 
negotiate with the Committee on Statistics 
to the end that a self-supporting statistical 
service be planned, recommended, and in- 
augurated. 


International Organization for Edu- 
cation and Cultural Cooperation 
Cart H. MiLAM and Harry Miller 

Lydenberg represented the A.L.A. at a 
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meeting in Washington, September 21-22, 
to discuss the draft of the charter for the 
proposed educational and cultural organiza- 
tion of the United Nations. The meeting 
was called by the American Council on 
Education to explore "the American atti- 
tude" toward problems that may arise at 
the educational conference in London in 
November. 

The A.L.A. and many other organiza- 
tions with educational, scientific, and civic 
interests were represented and pledged full 


support to the proposed United Nations 
education office. The draft of the proposed 
charter served as the basis for discussion at 
the meetings. Each representative had pre- 
viously studied the draft and forwarded 
comments to George F. Zook, president of 
the American Council on Education. Dr. 
Zook and Dean Virginia C. Gildersleeve 
presided at the Friday sessions. Mr. 
Milam presided at the Saturday sessions. 
'The recommendations were promptly trans- 
mitted to the Department of State. 


A.L.A. Washington Offie Established 


After considerable difficulty in crowded 
Washington, Paul Howard, the A.L.A.’s 
Washington representative, has secured a 
suite of offices at 1709 M. Street, N.W. 
The offices are thus strategically located be- 
tween Connecticut Avenue and 17th Street, 
one block from the Mayflower Hotel and 
four blocks north of the White House. 

Mr. Howard reports that while it is still 
too early to predict how much demand will 
be placed upon scholarly and research li- 
braries by increased federal participation 
in individual research projects or by a 
unified research program, there is evidence 
that officials are becoming increasingly 
aware of library needs. It is hoped that re- 
search libraries may have advance informa- 
tion from Mr. Howard on developments in 
the research program and that they may 


even be consulted in the planning stage so 
that American research may not be handi- 
capped by inadequate bibliographical and 
Iibrary services. 

Mr. Howard also reports that the new 
surplus property administration will prob- 
ably designate additional priorities for 
certain types of material rather than using 
priorities of time. If the Office of Education 
is able to set up and staff its projected or- 
ganization, libraries should fare much bet- 
ter than has been the case so far. Librarians 
should remember that policies regarding 
priorities for libraries may have been made 
more definite and that the Office of Edu- 
cation may have been given the go-ahead 
signal for establishing its organization to 
handle surplus educational materials, be- 
fore this report appears. 


The 
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Film Discussion Guides 


THE NATIONAL FiLM Boarp or CAN- 
ADA has issued two discussion guides to be 
used with films recently produced by the 
board. The first, “A Man and His Job,” 
was prepared by Helene Thorpe, chief, De- 
partment of Social Sciences, Detroit Public 
Library, and the second, “The People’s 
Bank," a discussion of credit unions, by 
Alice M. Farquhar, readers adviser, Chi- 
cago Public Library. Both guides were 
compiled at the request of the A.L.A. Adult 
Education Board and contain background 
material for the films, questions and answers 
on the subject, and bibliographies. The 
films and discussion guides are distributed 
in the United States by the National Film 
Board of Canada, 84 E. Randolph St., 
Chicago. Further information about ob- 
taining the films may be secured from that 
address. 


Posters on Ceylon 


Tue BnrrisH. Information Services have 
released another in their series of exhibits 
on the various countries of the British Em- 
pire. "Ceylon," describing -the political, 
educational, cultural, and religious make-up 
of the island, consists of fifteen posters, 13 
by 16 inches, which may be obtained free 
from the British Information Services, 30 
Rockefeller Plaza, New York City 20. 


Reading for Democracy 


Tue 1945-46 Reading for Democracy, 
Books for Young Americans list, published 
by the Chicago Round Table of the Na- 
tional Conference of Christians and Jews, 
is introduced by a foreword written by 


Brief News of 


General Interest 


Dorothy Canfield Fisher. The list, which 
is available free from the Chicago Round 
Table of the National Conference of 
Christians and Jews, 203 N. Wabash Ave., 
Chicago 1, includes the following children’s 
and young people’s books: 


For Older Readers 


New Broome Experiment by Adam Allen 

Haym Salomon; Son of Liberty by Howard Fast 

All-American by John R. Tunis 

The Moved Outers by Florence Crannel] Means 

Dr. George Washington Carver, Scientist by Shirley 
Graham and George D. Lipscomb 

The Great Tradition by Marjorie Hill AHee 

Men Are Brothers by Eva Taylor | : 

Sinister Island Squadron by Frederic Nelson Litten 

We Have Tomorrow by Arna Bontemps 

Keystone Kids by Join R. Tunis 

Lone Journey by Jeanette Eaton 


For Intermediate Readers 


One God by Florence Mary, Fitch 
The Hundred Dresses by Eleanor Estes 
Melindy's Medal by Georgene Faulkner and John 


Becker 
The Singing Tree by Kate Seredy | 
Democracy by Rylis and Omar Goslin 


Told Under the Stars and Stripes by Association for 
Childhood Education : 

Sad-Faced Boy by Arna Bontemps 

Blue Willow by Doris Gates 

Key Corner by Eva Knox Evans 


For Very Young Readers 
Fair Play by Munro Leaf 
Tobe by Stella Gentry Sharpe 
The Dragon Fish by Pearl S. Buck 


My Happy Days by Jane Shackelford 
This Is The World by Josephine Van Dolzen Pease. 


Here's How It’s Done 


A BOOKLET on techniques in popular edu- 
cation which have been successful in stimu- 
lating interest in national and international 
problems and in community planning has 
been published by the Postwar Information 
Exchange under the title Here's How It's 
Done. It is cleverly illustrated and con- 
tains a sixteen-page directory of selected 
private and government agencies which 
provide useful materials. The guide may 
be purchased from the Postwar Informa- 
tion Exchange, Inc., 41 Maiden Lane, New 
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York City 7, for $1 per. copy, or in larger. 
lots at reduced prices. 


IG. Bibliographies 

THe Lrprary of Congress has issued 
two bibliographies which may be of interest 
to librarians—Post-War Problems, A Cur- 
rent List of U.S. Government Publications, 
January-March 1945, which will be sup- 
plemented from time to time, and Demo- 
bilization. Libraries may obtain the 
publications free on application to the In- 
formation and Publications Office, Library 
of Congress, Washington 25, D.C. 


Discussion Group Scripts 

THE American Mercury is instituting 
a monthly service called "Script-of-the- 
Month,” which is a complete fifteen-minute 
radio program that can be used either on 
or off the air as a basis for group discus- 
sion. The scripts will be based on current 
news articles appearing in American Mer- 
cury. Suggested dialog for four partici- 
pants is given, but speakers are advised to 
ad lib their remarks for spontaneity. 

Free copies of the scripts may be ob- 
tained by writing to the Radio Department, 
American Mercury, 570 Lexington Ave., 
New York City 22. 


Newspaper Publicity Aid 

Working with Newspapers is another in 
the useful “how-to-do-it” series published 
by the National Publicity Council. It gives 
valuable instructions on how to write an 
acceptable news story, to whom to send it, 
how to measure results, the types of ma- 
terial (features, fillers, news), and many 
small but concrete suggestions. The book- 
let may be ordered from the National Pub- 
licity Council, 130 E. 22nd St., New York 
City 10, for 75¢ per copy, with reduced 
rates for orders over ten copies. 


Catholic Book List 


THE DEPARTMENT of Library Science 
of ‘Rosary College has issued a 101-page 
booklet entitled the Catholic Booklist 1942- 
1045, which is an annotated bibliography 
intended as a guide to the recreational and 
instructional reading of the Catholic lay- 
man. Copies may be obtained for 5o0¢ 
each from its editor, Sister Mary Luella, 
Department of Library Science, Rosary 
College, River Forest, Ill. 


Vocational Information 


America’s Vocational Schools, published 
by the American Vocational Association, is 
an illustrated, 55-page booklet intended to 
present to veterans and demobilized war 
workers the training facilities and programs 
available through public vocational schools 
and classes. Copies are available to li- 
brarians for 20¢ each, or for 15¢ each in 
quantities of one hundred or more, from the 
American Vocational Association, Inc. 
roro Vermont Ave., Washington 5, D.C. 


Fair Practice Guide 


THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION of Better 
Business Bureaus has issued A Guide for 
Retail Advertising and Selling which sets 
both general and specific standards of fair 
practice for businesses. The booklet is avail- 
able for $1 from any local Better Business 
Bureau or from the National Association of 
Better Business Bureaus, Inc., 308 Freder- 
ick Bldg., Cleveland 15. 


O.P.A. Information 


To MEET the problems of reconversion, 
the O.P.A. has issued several releases on 
price control and inflation which libraries 
may want to secure from their local 
O.P.A. Community Service Panels. 
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Wartime Restrictions Lifted] 
TO THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY: 


I have your letter of 28 August 1945 in 
which you recommend the withdrawal of re- 
strictions which were, in 1942, imposed upon 
the use of library books dealing with ex- 
plosives, secret inks, and ciphers. 

Since hostilities have ceased, it is agreed 
that the necessity for limiting the circulation 
and use of these types of books no longer 
exists and that the libraries which participated 
in this program should be notified to this 
effect. 

It is realized that this program, which is 
believed to have contributed to the successful 
efforts of the government in preventing sub- 
versive activities during the war, imposed a 
considerable administrative burden on the 
staffs of the participating libraries. It will, 
therefore, be appreciated if you will express 

to them the War Department’s appreciation 
' for their cooperation. 

I wish also to express the War Depart- 
ment's gratitude to you for your cooperation 
in this matter. 

Henry L. STIMSON, Secretary of War 
War Department 
Washington, D.C. 


Living Memorials 
TO THE PUBLIC RELATIONS CHIEF: 


We are applying the living memorials idea 
in connection with a recent small gift that is 
not connected with the war. Money was 
given for the purchase of books as a memorial 
to a scientist and'engineer who died recently. 
His principal claim to fame was magnesium, 
and when we tried to find some books on this 
particular subject we found ourselves behind 
the eight ball. At the same time, we could 
not be sure that a collection of materials on 
magnesium in this library would be very 
likely to serve as an active living memorial. 

We found that the man had achieved promi- 
nence in a great varlety of fields identified 
with science, engineering, and industry. We, 
therefore, proposed to the widow that we let 


Communications to or 


from A.L.A. Members 


the memorial be a collection of biographies 
of modern men of science and industry whose 
life achievements seemed to reflect the in- 
terests of her late husband. We knew that 
a collection of biographies would be in fre- 
quent use; we felt it would be an especially 
appropriate memorial to a man with a wide 
variety of interests reflected in his own life; 
and we felt that the special bookplates to be 
found in each volume would attract the at- 
tention of readers with the two-fold result 
that this attention would in fact memorialize 
the man in whose name the volumes were 
given and perhaps at the same time suggest 
the idea of similar memorial collections to 
people ‘who would use these volumes. 

We were very much gratified when the 
widow responded in favor of our suggestion 
with great enthusiasm, and we are now 
processing a dozen very welcome biographical 
books which we hope will expand to a much 
larger collection in time. 

Harop F. BRIGHAM, Director 
Indiana State Library 
Indianapolis ` 


A Member Speaks 


TO THE HEADQUARTERS STAFF: 


Reading the July issue of thę4.L.4. Bulle- 
tin, late in September, on the matter of mem- 
bership opinion, 1 am moved to write even at 
this late date. 

The April questionnaire on the adequacy 
of A.L.A. services did have my attention for 
quite some time. I was interested in it 
greatly and made first drafts to various well- 
stated questions. But—and I suppose this is 
a lame answer—as time went on I never did 
find the minutes to send you the results from 
this corner of the country. So many of us 
really owe you an apology for just such a 
reason. 

The Bulletin means a lot to me as I have 
few professional contacts during the year. I 
appreciate the work the Association does 
for its membership and for the promotion of 
library services everywhere. I like the em- 
phasis on international affairs—what other 
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agency is there to do such a library service? 
It is to your credit that government groups 
have looked to A.L.A. for it. 

Not having a chance to visit Chicago, I 
wish those of us who have no state profes- 
sional agent to help us could be visited by an 
A.L.A. representative from time to time. I 
do hope the annual meetings will be held now 
that the war is over. The only one of them 
I have attended—in Boston—could not have 
been better in all respects. 

Even though it appears that librarians are 
allergic to questionnaires, I do not believe 
anyone feels that her membership in A.L.A. 
is not worth the three or more dollars we 
give each year. I hope the activities of the As- 
sociation will not change drastically nor need 
to be curtailed for lack of support, and I 
hope members will cooperate to a greater ex- 
tent in the future. 

EvizaserH Wuuirinc DoorrrTLE, Librarian 
Plymouth Teachers College 
Plymouth, N.H. 


Dutch Children’s Books 


TO MISS VAN AALTEN :1 


The children’s library came through these 
years fairly well, without disagreeable 
mingling. We had to hide the forbidden 
books, and we did not buy books which rep- 
resented the “wrong” attitude. We had a 
restricted collection in which we had some 
fine books which were sent to us, but they 
were not in the catalog and have never been 
away from these restricted shelves. That way 
they did not do any harm. The children were 
nice; the few Storm Youth and Dutch Nazi 
members were always meek; they felt that 
they were a “minority.” 

"We enjoy our “free access” library. The 
oldest readers (age 14-16) have had complete 
free access since 1940, and for the ten-year 
age and older all “nonfiction” is freely access- 
ible. In our prospective new children’s li- 
brary (a new structure has been promised) 
we also will allow free access, but then, of 
course, with modern equipment. Everything 


1 Elly van Aalten, Netherlands Studies Unit, Li- 
brary of Congress, translated this letter for use in 
the 4.L.A, Bulletin. Yt has been sent to the Children’s 
Library Association International Committee, which is 
working on plans for aid to children's libraries in sev- 
eral European countries, including Holland. 


: democratic community. 


- 


is still primitive in our simple present loca- 
tion, a school. he children like the free 
access; so do I. It is a fine device and 
makes the work more alive. 

We have many new plans for the future, 
but for the present we need patience, and 
we have to be satisfied with the few books 
which we still possess. Our stock shrinks 
rapidly. . 

I have one great desire. Could you not 
interest our American colleagues for the 
children's libraries? "They are giving us fine 
gifts for adults; could these same warm- 
hearted people do something for our children? 
I would like very much to receive some good, 
enjoyable, modern, English and American 
boys’ and girls’ books for our English-reading 
children; also for the age group 14-17. Is 
there a possibility that we might receive a gift 
of this kind of books? “Nonfiction” books are 
also welcome (very much so). We shall be 
extremely grateful if you can get them for us. 
If it is desirable first to organize an exhibition 
with the books I shall be glad to do so. 

Jerrie Krurr, Children’s Librarian 
Geneente Bibliotheck 
Rotterdam 


Trustees, Please Note 
TO THE EDITOR: 


The September 4.L.4. Bulletin contains an 
excellently written, timely article by Francis 
H. Henshaw entitled “Inspiration, In- 
formation, Invitation.” You are to be 
congratulated upon having secured this cogent 
statement concerning library public relations 
and the library development made possible 
through thoughtful use of the resources which 
exist in every community. 

As you know, my chief interest lies in 
bringing home to public library trustees, 
knowledge of the indispensable service which 
the public library can render the people in a 
Mr. Henshaw’s ex- 
cellent account of the full use which the 
Berkshire Athenaeum made of Pittsfield’s own 


‘community agencies in furtherance of library 


development is of great value to all of us 
who are trying to help trustees realize what 
they can do in their communities through 
the libraries they administer. 

Mrs. SAMUEL McKee MITCHELL, Chairman 
A.L.A. Trustees Division 








Positions 


Wanted: Trained children's 
children’s work in public library. Graduate 
of accredited library school. Give references, 
education, and experience. Free Public Library, 
New Castle, Pa. 


librarian for 


Wanted: Head, catalog and order department, 
and head of work with children. 
salaries, $2100. Also branch librarian, chiefly 
work with children. Salary within scale 
$1740-$1980, depending on qualifications. Forty- 
hour week; four weeks’ vacation; library con- 
tributing member of A.L.A. Retirement Plan. 
Apply, librarian, Osterhout Free Library, 
Wilkes-Barre, Pa. 


Wanted: University library, Greater New 
York. Professional reference assistant, must 


have had three years’ reference experience, read , 


German. 


Submit recent photograph with appli- 
cation. 


Salary open. A29. 


Wanted: Professional librarian to develop 
new recreational reading program in university 


library, New York metropolitan area. Recent 
photograph required with application. Salary 
open. Ago. 

Wanted: ead librarian for Berkshire 


Athenaeum, Pittsfield, Mass.; staff of 30. Must 
have A.B. in Library Science. Give references 
and experience. Write Chas. H. Wilson, P.O. 
Box 574, Pittsfield, Mass. 


Wanted: A trained circulation assistant and 
a trained county librarian by Hibbing Public 
Library, Hibbing, Minn. Must be library school 
graduates. Beginning salary, $1800. Write for 
application blank. 


Wanted: Junior cataloger with good training 
and some experience. Spend a pleasant year in 
Mexico City at an interesting library. Knowl- 
edge of Spanish useful but not essential. ' For 
details, write to the director, Benjamin Franklin 
Library, Paseo de la Reforma 34, Mexico, D.F. 


Wanted: Library assistant in special library, 
staff of eight; recent library school graduate. 
Cataloging, reference, and general duties. Social 
sciences helpful. Chicago university district. 
Salary, $150; 38-hour week. A31. 


Beginning . 


Wanted: Northwestern University Library, 
Evanéton, Ill, is expanding its staff and an- 
nounces the following openings for young, cap- 
able, alert library school graduates: acquisitions 
dept, x junior assistant; catalog dept., 2 junior 
assistants, 2 senior assistants; circulation dept., 
x junior assistant. Initial salaries, $1800-$2400, 
depending upon qualifications and experience. 
Application blanks from librarian's secretary. 


Wanted: Head cataloger, position open Jan. 
1, 1946, $1800 and up. Give references, qualifica- 
tions, and picture. Gilbert M. Simmons Library, 
Kenosha, Wis. 


Position of head librarian will be open Nov. 
1, 1945, at the Carnegie Public Library, Lewis- 
town, Mont. Apply to Helen M. Sweeney, Car- 
negie Public Library, Lewistown, Mont. 


Wanted: Children's librarian, salary, $1920 
up; two school librarians, salary open. Chicago 
suburb. L.S. degree required. A33. 


Wanted: Two assistants in Booklist office, 
A.L.A. Headquarters. Requirements: public 
library experience, knowledge of books, ability 
to write critical annotations. One should have 
some background of work with young people. 
Salary, $2100 or more, depending on qualifica- 
tions. Apply to Editor of The Booklist. 


Wanted: Reference librarian in a small county 
library. Salary, $1800. Give references, edu- 
cation, experience. Atlantic County Library, 
May’s Landing, N.J. 


Wanted; Chief librarian, Public Library, 
Minneapolis, Minn. Give full information as to 
age, education, training, and experience, and 
names and addresses of references. Address 
Ben W. Palmer, Chairman of Committee, c/o 
Public Library, Minneapolis 3, Minn. 


Available January r: Man, veteran, age 30. 
B.L.S., Master's in Education. Experience—head 
of reference, public library, city of 70,000. 
Teaching experience in high schoo! and adult 
evening school. Prefer reference, adult educa- 
tion, or other administrative position in public 
library. Min. sal, $2700, Full details on re- 
quest. A32. . 





Notices by A.L.A. personal or institutional members will be inserted for a charge of fifty cents 


a line; minimum, one dollar and a half. Deadline: tenth of month preceding publication. 


Pay- 


ment should not be made until statement is sent from the Bulletin office. 
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HE WORLD has learned again that nations, like individuals, 






must know the truth if they would be free—must read and 






hear the truth, learn and teach the truth. ^ 







We must set up an effective agency for constant and thorough 






interchange of thought and ideas. For there lies the road to a 






better and more tolerant understanding among nations and 


among peoples. 








Harry S. TRUMAN 


Address to tbe United Nations Conference at San Francisco 






June 26, 1945 








s What Is A.L.A.’s Ne 
— Emphasis To Be? 


HAT DIRECTION will the program 

of the American Library Asso- 

ciation take during the postwar 
period? This was the question which 
engaged the attention of the A.L.A. Execu- 
tive Board during its meeting in the Drake 
Hotel, Chicago, on the mórning of October 
IO. The board and the editor have agreed 
to print the following abstracts verbatim. 
There was no attempt to arrive at conclu- 
sions at this meeting, but we feel that we are 
privileged to present a stirring conception 
of the potentialities ahead.—EnDrTOR.* 


PresipENT UrvzLiNG: All of you who had 
time to read General Marshall's report this 
morning must have been thrilled. In some 
ways the report has set a key for our 
thinking. It shows clearly that we are 
moving into another kind of world and, with 
that before us, it seems entirely proper and 
necessary that we gear our thinking to the 
new world we face. 

Miss Rothrock, would you like to start 
this discussion? 

Mary U. RorHnocK (President-Elect 
and First Vice President): Miss Herbert 
said to me this morning that she thinks of 
the library's present responsibility as having 
two parts: one, our traditional emphasis on 
the permanent and lasting things; two, the 
need which confronts us now, as never before, 
to act very quickly and with a good deal more 
boldness and imagination than is customary. 

The library profession typically takes its 
stand on permanent and eternal values; the 
great difficulty at this moment is to cultivate 
an awareness of the necessity for speeding 
things up, if libraries are not to get hopelessly 
out of step within the next three, five, or ten 
years. 

Consequently, I think that without losing 
sight of the basic things, our emphasis should 

1 Only one member of the board, Charles R. San- 
derson, was unable to attend the meetings, although 


Elizabeth Scripture did not arrive in Chicago in time 
for this discussion. 
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be on as vigorous and daring an attack as pos- 
sible on the problems of diffusing ideas ‘which 
have to do with national and international 
peace, amity, and progress. 

Emerson Greenaway (Second Vice Pres- 
ident): You mean if there is money to do it. 

Miss Rorurock: I mean if it is necessary 
to go out and find money, we have to do that. 
I think if libraries do not, within the next— 
let’s say three years—do some pretty posi- 
tive ‘and vigorous things, they will become 
obsolescent for all practical, everyday pur- 
poses, 

Cary Virz (Retiring President): It seems 
to me it is a time for courage, for seizing 
opportunities, and for making them, if neces- 
sary, so that they can be seized. 

I feel a little as though we are somewhat 
on the defensive, at least in the public library 
field, as to our place in the community picture; 
that in some areas (like adult education) the 
schools are assuming a good deal of the leader- 
ship which we should assume; that some state 
university extension agencies are reaching out 
and. doing things that public libraries might or 
should be doing; and that it is rather impor- 
tant to put a kind of dynamic quality again into 
our work. We must not be stopped so much 
by lack of funds; we should move into areas 
of service that we've stayed out of too often 
just because we thought we did not have the 
money or a clear mandate to enter. 

CLARA Wetts Hersert (Member, Exec- 
utive Board) : I1 would like to say, apropos 
of Miss Rothrock's quotation, that what I 
think I had in mind were two things. 

I realy think it is a race against time. 
We are faced with the terror of the atomic 
bomb and all its implications and we haven't 
time to let people be complacent or to go 
slowly. We simply have to get people in- 
formed as rapidly as possible. i 

On the other hand, and fortunately, we 
have such tools as visual and audio in- 
struments which save time. - 

On the other hand, also, I think that if 
people are going to jump at inadequate in- 
formation, at the quick and thoughtless 
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reactions to what they hear over the radio, 
or what they see in the newspapers, or what 
somebody else has told them, we should 
balance that. I am all for going forward on 
a very dynamic, live program, but I think we 
should complement that with things that help 
people to become less superficial, more 
thoughtful, and to appraise their action or 
their thought on a background of greater 
value. 

Y think, also, that the time is here when 
libraries either are going to take their place 
or they are not. We cannot ask the tax- 
payer for the money we really need for the 
kind of programs we want to put on, unless 


we are sure that the programs are going to 


warrant it. 

I am rather fed up with being satisfied with 
crumbs, I do not see why we cannot take 
the very definite stand that we are educa- 
tional institutions and that, as such, we have 
the right to run our institutions on what is a 
sound educational basis. 

Amy Winstow (Member, Executive 
Board): In so much of our thinking we have 
in mind the library which is equipped to do a 
fairly decent job, and yet half the public 
libraries in the United States have less than 
one thousand dollars a year to get along on. 
How can we act quickly on a big problem 
like that? 

I had a letter recently, as probably a 
number of you did, from Joseph L. Wheeler, 
who is including in a survey the problem of 
how to get promising recruits into library 
work. I asked him how, when presumably 50 
per cent of the population (that is a rough 
guess) are exposed to these inadequately sup- 
ported libraries, they can be challenged to li- 
brary work? How can they see there is really 
a social challenge in a library that gets less 
that one thousand dollars a year? 

Joun Ricuwowp RusseLL (Member, 
Executive Board): I am glad Miss Winslow 
brought that into the discussion. I was try- 
ing to think, as the others talked about these 
ideals that were so very important, just which 
were the most important, and I think it comes 
down to a matter of personnel. 

I see young people being trained and taken 
into the activities they are going to be following 
in their future life, and most of the best stu- 
dents are led into other fields than library 
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work. They are being encouraged to go. into 
the medical profession by the professors in the 
biology department. They are encouraged 
to go into law by various other members of 
the faculty. In our colleges for women, 
where you would expect some of the girls to 
be encouraged to go into library work, there 
are few of-them getting that kind of en- 
couragement. 

If we are going to get more money for li- 
braries, we must depend on those people who 
are operating the libraries, very largely, to get 
it. If we are going to have large projects and. 
carry them through, we must depend on the 
librarians. Mr. Vitz and Miss Herbert used 
the word "dynamic," and I always think of that 
term in connection with people. We are faced 
with the problem of getting dynamic people 
into the profession within the next few years, 
to achieve our aims. 

PRESIDENT ULVELING: Since you are from 
a university faculty, let me ask this question: 
You. touched on getting in dynamic people 
and mentioned the part that, professors and 
others play in directing young people to dif- 
ferent professions. To what extent is there 
a recognition, or realization, of library op- 
portunities in those various faculties? In 
other words, do we have to begin at that 
point? Does your professor of law know 
that there is such a thing as a library and 
that it offers a career? 

Mn. RussELL: I think most members of 
the faculty are rather poorly informed on 
library work as a profession—even those 
who are directing the placement activities and 
the vocational guidance work. We librarians 
must tell them over and over again of the pos- 
sibilities in the profession and the kind of per- 
sons we want in it. 

They start in by saying, “How can we get 
the students into library work when the sal- 
aries are so low?” 

I take out the latest folder from A.L.A., 
indicating that salaries have improved. They 
look at it and say, “Still, the students won't 
be attracted by those salaries." 

They have also the impression that the work 
isn't alive and vital enough. We who are al- 
ready in the profession must make the work 
more of a challenge for those entering the 
profession. 

Presipent ULve.ine: John, what do West 
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Coast people think on this subject? You are 
right from the region where the Japanese 
parachutes were landing. 

Joun S. RicHangps (Member, Executive 
Board) : One thing that occurs to me as this 
discussion progresses: We are making a mis- 
take if we fall back on lack of help and lack 
of money as the reason for an ineffectual pro- 
gram. In view of the fact that even our best 
libraries reach only a very small proportion of 
the people, we must assume that there is need 
for new patterns of librarianship in our com- 
munities. 

I do not think it is entirely a question of 
inferior personnel. I think we administrators 
have to assume some of the responsibility. 

Mn. Greenaway: I wish there were some 
leader in the profession who could issue a call 
to have twenty-five or thirty of the outstand- 
ing people in the profession spend a week 
discussing and threshing out the future of li- 
braries. I think at the end of the week they 
should come to some general agreement and 
take a solid stand, within human limitations, 
as to what they think the future of libraries 
should be. 

Cart H. Miram (Executive Secretary): 
Mr. Greenaway has said what was in my 
mind to say—that the first step is a ringing 
call from somebody that gives us a peep, at 
least, at a new philosophy and a pretty definite 
conception of the new patterns. Essentially 
there has been little addition to the philosophy 
of library work since Melvil Dewey. You 
can find in Melvil Dewey's little quotations 
nearly everything that we have thought was 
our job. 

Sixty-nine or seventy years is time enough 
for developing something new. Ever since I 
have been Secretary of the A.L.A., I have 
hoped that somebody would spring into the 
picture who would be able to do that for us. 
I think that perhaps Learned came nearer 
to it than anyone else, but we still lack any- 
thing that can be used with a college pro- 
fessor to make him realize that he should 
direct his best students toward library work 
because there is the great opportunity for the 
future. 

RupvotopH H. GyeELsness (Treasurer): 
I think we might refer to the war service 
they developed in the Detroit Public Library. 
What lessons can we learn from that and 


483 


similar experiences which libraries have had 
during the war? Possibly they point to new 
relationships in the community that should 
be further strengthened. What are we going 
to do with that experience? Are we going to 
build it up into something that will be equally 
important to the people, or is it going to be 
dropped? 

The Army is an ideal place for library 
service, because the soldiers often have time 
on their hands, but we cannot count on their 
coming to the library as readily as they did 
while they were in the Army. We have that 
contact, however, that we must keep. 

Mr. Greenaway: I do not share this idea 
that libraries are going to fade out of the 
picture and that this is their last chance, and 
so forth. I think libraries are going to con- 
tinue whether they have smoking rooms, 
large comfortable chairs, phonograph rooms, 
or what have you. 

I want to see a program that we can be 
proud of, and that we can hold up as a 
shining example of a new way, but I think 
there is a certain amount of hysteria in the 
thinking of some people that libraries are 
going to cease to exist if they do not do 
handsprings. I think we are still going to 
do a good job, perhaps some libraries in a 
quiet way, but there will continue to be about 
the same needs for certain basic elements of 
library service in the next twenty years that 
there have been in the past twenty. 

Erretr Weir McDiarmip (Member, 
Executive Board): The discussion seems to 
me to indicate that the major emphasis for 
the postwar period should be on, first, de- 
termining and stating, as vigorously as pos- 
sible, the contribution which the library can 
and should make to American society, particu- 
larly in view of happenings of recent months. 
Second, given such a statement, the Associa- 
tion should push it for all it is worth in 
committee activities, in relations with libraries, 
in conferences, in relations with state library 
agencies and associations. 

The process is going to be a long and slow 
one when we think of the thousands of small 
libraries that are going to change only grad- 
ually. We should decide now the emphasis 
we want to make, and then try to see that it 
gets into the picture at every possible oppor- 
tunity. 


484 


Mr. RicHanps: Is it in order to assume 
- that the library should, if not dominate adult 
education, at least play so active a part in it 
that it will be one of the major agencies in 
the community? Most of us are assisting in 
adult education, but we are not directing or 
making plans that constitute much of a con- 
tribution to the over-all planning. What form 
adult education is going to take, who is going 
to do it, and how it will be developed, is being 
discussed widely at the present time. The 
library must furnish some of the answers to 
these questions. 

Tuomas PauL Freminc (Member, Ex- 
ecutive Board) : 'The problem that is before 
us now seems to be one of consolidating the 
gains we have made in certain isolated spots 
and not one of going out for newer things. 
We need to review what is being done in the 
various libraries, determine what is best, and 
keep that as a standard. In other words, 
nearly every library is doing something special 
which is on a high level of service. If all of 
these activities were set up as standards of 
performance, librarians would have before 
them goals at which to direct their energy. 

It seems to me that the public libraries need 
a statement of standards to follow in develop- 
ing closer relations with all of the civic activi- 
ties and the business organizations in their 
-area, On the other hand, the university li- 
braries need a statement of standards on 
methods of integrating the literature which 
‘they hold with the teaching and research car- 
ried on in their institutions. Particularly, we 
all need to develop bibliographic services de- 
signed to interpret the mass of literature and 
to make it available to the potential user. 

PresipeNT ULVELING: If you will permit 
this meeting to be treated informally enough 
to allow the chairman to talk and discuss 
things occasionally, I would like to add some- 
thing at this time. 

We have different things that we must 
prosecute. At times we substitute one for the 
other, whereas actually there may be several 
that have to be done simultaneously. There 
was some reference to a new philosophy for 
librarianship. I think the suggestion that was 
made is good. I wonder if we do not need 
something else along with it. I wonder if a 
new philosophy grows out of a meeting at 
which things are threshed out and discussed, 
or if it grows out of doing certain things. 
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Perhaps both are needed, and along that line 
I find myself thinking that if, we are going to 
show any kind of statesmanship in the next 
period one thing we have to do is isolate 
certain problems in which the country needs 
education. I think we have to drive right at 
those, and we have to drive at them positively. 
Perhaps it is our job to single out certain 
subjects and say that we are going to con- 
centrate on them and get the community to 
recognize them. 

The second point is thinking in terms of 
means for accomplishing these ends, particu- 
larly by way of exploiting new devices, I refer 
to the film, the phonograph record, television, 
and all other mediums of that sort. There 
again, there is a great deal of confusion, in 
that people sometimes think of them as simply 
supplementing the books they have, instead of 
recognizing the fact that here is a new 
medium, designed for something which has a 
value as a new kind of medium, which should 
be exploited to the fullest. It is an entirely 
new opening for us. 

Then I think we have to devise new methods 
for using "our, existing facilities and for 
strengthening our resources, I would suggest 
cooperation of various kinds but with major 
emphasis on cooperation with other nonlibrary 
groups. In other words, we have not really 
touched the use of the county agent, the home 
demonstration person, laboring groups, and 
different groups of that kind. 

I think there also are a few edi prob- 
lems we have to consider, one of which is 
keeping the channels of communication open, 
in which I would list two things. One would 
be freedom from censorship. ‘The second is 
working for the establishment of libraries in 
a different way. We have had compulsory 
education, and the thing we have to do now 
is to insist that we get state legislation re- 
quiring the establishment of libraries. 

'Those are a few of the general areas that 
it seems to me we have to work in. If we could 
do some of those things, a new philosophy 
would grow up which, if buttressed by the kind 
of thing that Mr. Greenaway and Mr. Milam 
are talking about, would in the next five or 
ten years perhaps develop something significant.. 

We would not have it across the Jand. We 
will still have the laggards; but if we get a 
big enough sweep of major libraries and big 
areas, whether they are county libraries or 
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other types of libraries, working on those prin- 
ciplés, the rest will fall in line. 

Miss .HerBert: I would like to follow up 

. one or two things that have been said. I think 
if any of you have read Learned quite recently, 
you will be surprised to see how far we have 
moved in certain libraries. I had occasion to 
look up some quotations the other day and re- 
alized that what had seemed to be a remark- 
able statement of philosophy of libraries was 
rather commonplace with most libraries at the 
present time. 

I do think at the present moment we have a 
very'timely opportunity to press forward, be- 
fore the economy wave strikes all of the ap- 
propriating bodies. 'The public is thinking in 
terms of larger sums, and so are the appropri- 
ating bodies. 

Economy, however, will be upon'us within 
a few years, and it seems to me that, if we 
want to move out into a little larger place, 
perhaps this is the time for us to press for- 
ward. 

My own thinking comes back to the stum- 
bling block, not of salaries as they affect re- 
cruiting, as-much as the organization of our 
library groups; and I do not see the answer 
on that. 

You cannot reorganize, or at least it is very 
difficult, if you have no leeway, if you are so 
leanly financed that there is nothing you can 
use to reorganize with. But I think funda- 
mentally organization should free the heads of 
departments to do the thinking and the plan- 
ning and the public relations which the college 
professor who teaches fifteen hours out of 
forty perhaps does at the present time. Our 
people work forty hours, and should work 


about sixty, if they are going to even approxi- 


mate what they want to do. 

Mr. Ricuarps: Mr, Chairman, I wish we 
-could come back to this matter of coverage 
for a minute. I think the term has been used 
rather loosely up to now to indicate parts of 
the country that have little or no library 
service. Actually, I am thinking of it in terms 
of the coverage or lack of it in the so-called 
good libraries. I can take Seattle as an ex- 
ample. We have something over a dollar per 
capita now, and we only enroll soproni 
a third of the population. 

It is true that some of us are doing some- 
thing through film forums and discussion 
groups to reach these people who are not 


485 


readers, to bring them into the orbit of the 
library, but, unless we can increase that in- 
fluence, it seems to me we do not have cover- 
age. None of us has coverage in any very 
real sense, and I am wondering how the 
library can develop adult education so that we 
can get our coverage even with those people 
who will never read widely. 

Presipent ULrveLING: I think you hit a 
very important point there because I do not 
believe there is any library in the country that 
is a good library. I mean, they may be good by 
relative standards, and one is good. in one 
area of service and another is good in another 
area; but I do not think we yet have had 
a demonstration of complete library coverage 
any place in this country. 

Miss Rorurock: Let's follow that a min- 
ute. 

Mr. Richards speaks of approximately one- 
third coverage in Seattle, by which I take it 
he means his registered borrowers; but, Mr. 
Richards, some of those borrowers have used 
the library once in three years—some, once in 
one year. 

Mr. Ricuarps: That's right! 

Miss RorHRocK: Perhaps a 10 per cent 
estimate of actual use would be more nearly 
correct than a 33$ per cent figure, wouldn't it? 

Mn. Ricuarps: That’s right! 

Miss RorHngock: Here is what I want to 
turn a "handspring" on: If libraries are re- 
sponsible for the dissemination of ideas, I do 
not see that we can ever get very far when we 
base our case for support on a IO per cent 
job done. The focal point of attack is with the 
administrators and the staffs of our present 
libraries, to increase that 10 per cent up to, 
let's say, at least 60 per cent. I do not think 
we can do that by books alone. I think if we 
could, we would have made a.deeper dent on 
it in the past seventy years than IO per cent. 

I suspect the Learned book did do all the 
things we want to credit it with and that we 


- have come within sight of some of the Learned 


objectives, but that book was written before 
these modern devices for the diffusion of ideas, 
which we library administrators just have not 
touched. sc 

Mr. Virz: Mr. Chairman, I have been 
wondering whether it would be helpful to 
have a description of the kind -of library 
service possible on a budget of five or ten 
dollars per capita, and thus to set up a very 
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high standard to shoot at. 
would have to be worked out, to a consider- 
able extent, on a theoretical basis. Neverthe- 
less, by combining the best achievement in 
various phases of library service reached in 
different American public libraries, there could 
still be a substantial factual basis for the 
budget in terms of what is already being done 
somewhere. In addition, this ideal budget 
could provide for services not now given in 
public libraries, or only to a very limited ex- 
tent, but which, nevertheless, are justifiable 
in terms of public reading and book needs 
and consistent with public-library programs 
and objectives. 

PresiweNT Utvettne: I think that kind of 
experiment would be the greatest help be- 
cause it would give all of us something to 
turn to with our appropriating bodies, in set- 
ting out what should be done. Up to this 
time we can only point to the fact that you 
should have a dollar per capita. That just 
is not good enough, because where that is 
being given there are still these great un- 
served areas. I am not thinking of them in 
terms of quantity of coverage as much as I 
am in types of coverage—film services, hospi- 
tal services, and other things that are simply 
untouched. Some of these services are pro- 
vided in some places, but you will find no 
library that is doing all of them.. 

Miss Merrill, have you something you 
would like to add? 

Jura Wricut MERRILL: (A.L.A. Head- 
quarters Staff): I was wondering as Miss 
Rothrock talked about that 60 per cent, 
whether your very intensive war information 
service has not touched a lot of people who 
were not perhaps registered borrowers, and 
whether we could go on from there with an 
information service, not as important as the 
adult education service, but as a contact point. 

"Then, speaking to an entirely different sub- 
ject, I think there has been a considerable 


pessimism expressed about the smaller library, : 


and I was glad you emphasized the state angle 
of that, because I think we want, if we are 
planning for the postwar world here today, to 
think in terms of such dynamic state programs 
that the whole map of the state may be changed, 
not within twenty years or fifty years, but 
within five years, or three years. 

Cora M. BzarrY (A.L.A. Headquarters 
Staff): I am most impressed with the thing 
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that Mr. Vitz has just said, about showing 
what can be done. That need not be wholly 
theory. I think perhaps if the leaders of the 
profession could work out what they would 
like to do with five dollars per capita, to 
show in all library areas just the kind of serv- 
ice that could be rendered, that would be 
something constructive.. 

As Mr. Ulveling has indicated, alis could 
point out what we really should be doing, and 
are not touching. In such a setup we would 
have a stimulating picture of librarianship 
which would react favorably on our recruit- 
ing facilities, because we could show that we 
have something really big to attack. It would 
tend to play down the minutiae which have 
dominated the thinking of our general public 


, and which we have kept out in front. 


Mn. Ricuarps: I am certainly in favor of 
that, but I could hope that along with that 
we would make an effort to pull up libraries 
that are getting a dollar per capita. That is, 
we are not doing all we can do with the money 
we have, and I would hate to have it appear 
that we are excusing ourselves for not doing 
more because we are not getting five dollars 
per capita. 

Miss Winstow: I would like to ask 
whether or not if we had five dollars per 
capita we would spend it as we should spend 
it? It.seems to me that we need a complete 
revolution in our thinking. We have claimed, 
ever since Melvil Dewey, that libraries. were 
educational institutions, and yet I do not know 
of a single library that has been bold enough 
to say that education is its main job, this is the 
way it is going to spend its money, this is the 
way it is going to put forth its efforts. 

Miss Rorurock: Along that line, Mr, Ul- 
veling, perhaps this is a detail, but I would 
rather we did not approach the solution by 
saying what we would do with five or ten 
dollars. I would rather we would say what is 
the job to be done, and then arrive at the cost 
of it. 

I think the job to be done is basically edu- 
cational, is pointed in its aims toward the 
solution of areas of conflict, and utilizes all 
modern technological tools, all módern tech- 
nology, as a means of reaching 60 per cent of 
the population instead of 10. 

Mr. RicHARDS: What we have to be care- 
ful about is that with the five dollars we will 
not be doing more of the same thing. It 
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would involve a new pattern, if I may use 
that expression again. 

Mn. Miam: It seems to me that perhaps 
a key word to much of what we are talking 
about this morning is "information" with a 
capital “i.” We have seen a huge development 
of information services during the war, 
through government agencies and through 
libraries and other local agencies. 

There has recently been published in For- 
tune magazine a digest of information obtained 
over several years of public opinion polls, and 
that digest proves to anyone’s satisfaction a 
very simple fact, which we have been taking 
for granted but of which I think we have never 
had proof: that the people who are informed 
take reasonable positions—middle positions— 
on public questions and that the people who are 
ignorant take extreme positions—they may be 
right, or they may be left, but they are ex- 
treme. That digest also proves, as the chair- 
man said, that a huge number of people do 
not have opinions. They, of course, are also 
the uninformed. i 

I would like to see some consideration given 
to a restatement of the library's philosophy 
and functions in terms of information, adult 
education or education, and research. We 
have done a rather good job on research, by 
and large. We have exploited the educational 
function by a good deal of action, especially 
in the last twenty years; but it was only dur- 
ing the war that the information services of 
libraries reached an almost equal level with 
the 'other two functions. If we can exploit 
the information possibilities of libraries, we 
can reach another 50 per cent of the people 
in the community by, using new materials, less 
“bookish” materials, and straight information. 

t has long been my theory that we ought 
to try to get funds for demonstrations, like 
the Louisiana demonstration, that would lead 
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ice; that we should also give equal emphasis 
to getting funds which would enable the Min- 
neapolis Public Library or the Cleveland 
Public Library or the Detroit Public Library, 
or what have you, to go far beyond anything 
it has ever done, even if in only one field. 

I do not believe there is a public library in 
America that would admit that it has ever 
done all it would like to do, or thinks it could 
do, for any single group of people in the com- 
munity. 

If one library were allowed, to experiment 
extravagantly with reaching labor groups, 
another with reaching business groups, another 
with reaching women's groups, and if these 
libraries were allowed to put, not a dollar per 
capita, but ten dollars per capita, into that 
service for experimental purposes, I think 
we could come close to doing the thing we 
want. I would put at the top of that list, 
giving opportunity to experiment with infor- 
mation services, with all that it means in terms 
of our recent experiences and observations. 


Presipent ULVELING: I think we have prob- 
ably covered this subject as well as we can at 
this particular time. As indicated earlier, we 
are not trying this morning to prepare the 
final draft of a new charter for libraries. 
'This discussion was intended to be in the 
nature of exploratory thinking. The Council 
and others in the profession will be expected 
to add to or subtract from what we have said. 
However, the subject has been well opened 
by this board. Now we must move on to the 
next subject. 

Mn. Miram: I want to say I think this 
has been one of the very fruitful discussions 
of the Executive Board, out of a long experi- 


` ence, and I am very hopeful that we will find 


to the expansion or extension of library serv- . ways to implement our ideas. 


* 
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IT 1s the hope of the Executive Board to secure further discussion and suggestions from as 
many of the entire A.L.A. membership as possible. Members are urged to send in their thoughts 
on the two points below as soon as possible. Send them to the A.L.A. Executive Secretary, 520 


N. Michigan Ave., Chicago 11. 


I. What in your opinion should receive major emphasis now and in the near future: 


a. By libraries? 
b. By the A.L.A.? 
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Nominating Committee Report 


. HE 1945-46 Nominating Com- 
| mittee herewith submits to the 
Council its recommendations for 
positions to be filled by the customary elec- 
tions in the spring of 1946. The choices re- 
flect an effort to take into account the various 
sections of interest in the Association, and 
: accordingly to preserve a balance of these 
within the Executive Board and Council 
and a reasonable sequence in their repre- 
sentation in other offices. 


First Vice PRESIDENT 
Erect): 

Paul North Rice, chief, Reference De- 

partment, New York Public Library; 


New York City 


SECOND VICE PRESIDENT: 


( PRESIDENT- 


Two nominated, one to be elected 


Lucile M. Morsch, chief, Descriptive 
Cataloging Division, Library of Con- 
gress, Washingtón, D.C. 

Nell A. Unger, librarian, Library Asso- 
ciation of Portland, Portland, Ore. 


‘TREASURER: 


Rudolph H. Gjelsness, chairman, De- 
partment of Library Science, Univer- 
sity of Michigan, Ann Arbor 


EXECUTIVE BOARD: 

Two vacancies to be filled for term 1946- 
50; one person to be elected therefor from 
each bracket of two candidates 


Gerhard R. Lomer, librarian, McGill 
University, Montreal, Que., Canada 

Edgar S. Robinson, librarian, Public Li- 
brary, Vancouver, B.C., Canada 


Ralph E. Ellsworth, director of libraries, 
State University of Iowa, Iowa City 
Robert A. Miller, director. of ' libraries, 

Indiana University, Bloomington 


> 


CounciL 


Six vacancies to be filled for term 1946- 
50; one person to be elected therefor from 
each bracket of two candidates 


Ella V. Aldrich, readers adviser, Louisi- 
ana State University Library, Baton 
Rouge 

Edna R. Hanley, librarian, Agnes je 
College, Decatur, Ga. 

Pearl M. Day, librarian, Public Library, 
Larchmont, N.Y. - 

Margaret Fulmer, librarian, Public Li- 
brary, Great Falls, Mont. 


Sarah M. Krentzman, consultant on 
school libraries, Florida State Depart- 
ment of Education, and. librarian, 
Demonstration School, Florida State 
College for Women, ‘Tallahassee 
Velma R. Shaffer, associate professor, 

Department of Library Service, Uni- 
| versity of Tennessee, Knoxville 


Annie I. Hume, chief librarian, Willis- 
tead Library, Windsor, Ont., Canada 

Freda F. Waldon, librarian, Public Li- 
brary, Hamilton, Ont., Canada 


Harold L. Hamill, librarian, Public Li- 
brary, Kansas.City, Mo. 

Magnus K. Kristoffersen, librarian, Pub- 
lic Library, Hartford, Conn. 


Robert W. Orr, associate librarian, lowa 
State College, Ames 

Neil C. Van Deusen, head, Department 
of Library Education, State Teachers 
College, Geneseo, N.Y. ` 


Ernest J. REECE, Chairman 
RICHARD E. CROUCH 
DonorHA Dawson 

Donoruy E. HENRY 
BENJAMIN E. POWELL 
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To Be Presented at the Council Meeting, 
December 1945 : 


, 


Report of Committee on 


ALA. Relationships 


Locar Groups! 


All of the A.L.A. members are respon- 
sible for efforts toward the attainment of 
the Association’s objective, the promotion 
of library service and librarianship. With 
the growth of the Association, meeting this 
responsibility has been increasingly difficult. 
Because of this, a wish for local and regional 
A.L.A. groups and meetings to bring dis- 
cussion and action on Association policies 
and possibilities within general reach has 
been expressed by members from the East 
to the West Coast: Apart from the value 
of Association decisions reached through 
widespread Association consideration, by- 
products of value in the development of li- 
brarians and the library profession would 
be: ` 

I. Greatly increased understanding of the 
values and opportunities in membership 

2. A greater knowledge of abilities of 
many members l 

3. Experience in public discussion that 
would encourage further community efforts 

4. Development of latent leadership. 

As a result of much correspondence and 
discussion and to avoid infringing on exist- 
ing organizations, the committee makes the 
following recommendations: 

I. That the Executive Board be em- 
powered to take appropriate action to bring 


1 Official name of the committee is Relations with 
Local Library Groups and on Membership Participa- 
tion, 
For fuller discussion, see January 1945 A.L.A. Bul- 
letin, p. 3-6. 


about these results: 

a. Organization of the Association on a 
continental, regional, and district basis. 

Note—" Continental" would cover the 
whole Association; “regional” would corre- 
spond to Federal Reserve Districts or simi- 
lar state groupings; "district" would cover 
localities, with a region including any num- 
ber of districts. 

b. Assignment of a percentage of mem- 
bership dues on a regional and district basis. 

N'ote—T he experience of other associa- 
tions, notably the Special Libraries Associa- 
tion, has shown that the increase in 
membership from local development not only 
prevents any loss in revenue for the national 
association but instead results in an increase 
in the total income as well as in the vitality 
of the association. 

c. Establishment of the regional groups’ 
relation to the Executive Board in an ex 
officio capacity. 

Note—This point is treated in Part III 
also. Such relationship could mean both a 
more informed membership and an Execu- 
tive Board in closer touch with membership 
thinking. 


MEMBERSHIP PARTICIPATION, INCLUDING 
THE RELATION TO ADMINISTRATIVE PROB- 
LEMS 


In October 1944 the Committee on Re- 
lations with Local Groups reported to the 
Council on the members’ reactions to Asso- 
ciation conditions, amplifying this report in 
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the January 1945 4.L.4. Bulletin. Since 

then the committee has received and studied 
comments on A.L.A. problems from mem- 

bers of past and present executive boards. 

'The following recommendations are, there- 

fore, based on the thoughtful and experi- 

enced comment of many, the special study of 
the committee members, and the unfailingly 
objective and serious consideration of the 

Headquarters staff. The recommendations 

are grouped around the topics most fre- 
` quently the subject of comment, i.e., (1) 
in connection with the Executive Board, 

(2) for an advisory board, (3) for the 
Council, (4) in connection with the mem- 
bership, (5) for committee work, and (6) 
for Headquarters’ development. 

These recommendations fall into two 
groups, those that may require constitutional 
action and those that call for a change in 
practice or a fresh emphasis on an existing 
policy. In making them, the committee is 
both acting as a channel for communication 
and voicing its own conclusions drawn from, 
observations and from the many comments 
it has received. i l 

II. In connection with the Executive 
Board organization and procedure, it is 
recommended that appropriate action be 
taken to bring about these results: 

a. Reducing the size of the board by 
dropping the office of Second Vice Presi- 
dent and by reducing the number of elected 
directors from eight to three and the term 
from four to three years. 

. b. Facilitating the Association program 
by board meetings four times a year instead 
of two.? Eo y 

c. Increasing the new board members 
opportunity for understanding the relation 
of Headquarters’ work to the organization, 
through visits to Headquarters for several 


_2 Executive Board meetings have been held three 
times a year for many years, but during the war years 
the number was reduced to two, for budgetary rea- 
Sons.-~ILD, 
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days prior to beginning services on the board. 

d. Preparing candidates for service by 
(1) inviting the President-Elect to attend ' 
all board meetings in an ex officio capacity 
as soon as nominations have been announced, 
(2) sending all board communications to all 
candidates for offices and board memberships 
as soon as nominations have been announced. . 

e. Providing for informed decisions on 
problems by all board members by: (1) 
Reducing the material sent board members 
in content but strengthening it in presenta- 
tion. Four meetings a year would permit 
a shorter agenda and a clearer foundation 
for discussion. (2) Making a stronger 
effort to give all the board members the 
"story behind the news" in the various 
discussions so that they may be clearly 
informed on the problems. (3) Giving 
consideration to short-term as well as long- 
term planning. 

f. Emphasizing the responsibility of 
elected representatives to the members. 

g. Affording the membership an opportu- 
nity to vote on a more informed basis by 
asking all candidates for office to state their 
views in writing on current professional 
questions. 

III. To integrate more closely Associa- 
tion activities through the Executive Board, 
the divisions, and the proposed regional 
groups, it is recommended that appropriate 
action be taken for the formation of an 
advisory board to consist of the vice chair- 
man of the Council? the chairmen of the 
divisions, and the chairmen of the proposed . 
regional groups. Such a board could meet 
in an ex officio capacity with the Executive 
Board twice a year, at the expense of the 
groups represented, while during the year 
its members should receive all board com- 
munications. 

IV. In connection with Council organi- 


3 See IVa. 
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zation and procedure, it is recommended 
that appropriate action be taken to bring 
about these results: 

a. Organizing for Council action, with 
the President of the Association as chairman 
but with a vice chairman elected by the 
Council from its members and primarily 
responsible for the program for the Council 
meetings. 

b. Placing greater emphasis on the Coun- 
cil as an elective deliberative body by 
limiting attendance at meetings to Council 
members and to committee chairmen and 
members invited to be present for special 
purposes. 

c. Reserving Council meetings for prob- 
lems needing discussion and policy decisions 
and eliminating general presentations. 

d. Discontinuing the practice of reading 
or otherwise repeating distributed material 
so as to concentrate on discussion of specific 
proposals and on action: 

e. Providing for identification of Council 
members for Council meetings and, in gen- 
eral, emphasizing Council responsibility. 

f. Informing new Council members of 
their responsibilities and of the general prac- 
tices of the Council. 

V. In connection with committee organi- 
zation and procedure, it is recommended 
that reconsideration be given the whole 
question of committee development and that 
appropriate action be taken along these 
lines: 

a. Strengthening committee work through 
assignment of projects, encouragement of 
committee development of projects, and 
financial support on a more stimulating 
basis. Avoid paid assignments to individuals 
that might be carried out by a committee. 

b. Appointing a standing committee for 
membership participation. 

Note—Many problems in the Association 
might be attacked by such a committee as an 
advisory committee to work with members. 
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Funds should be found to enable the com- 
mittee to meet with the associate secretary 
and others, to find ways of placing greater 
emphasis on membership activity in the 
Association’s program, and to work with a 
Headquarters’ committee on a hospitality 
program. ' 

VI. In connection with Headquarters 
development, it is urged that renewed effort 
be made to bring about a greater under- 
standing of the existing and possible oppor- 
tunities for an effective relationship between 
Headquarters’ staff and the membership at 
large, and that special attention be given 
the following recommendations: 

a. Emphasizing utilization of membership 
interest and ability through appointment of 
an associate secretary to concentrate on this 
assignment. 

b. Differentiate in department assign- 
ment between maintaining membership 
records and utilization of membership abil- 
ities as individuals in an association. 

Note—By pressure of necessity, member- 
ship records have become the chief responsi- 
bility of the Membership Department and 
their accurate maintenance has been possible 
only at great cost of time and strength and 
to the detriment of concentrated effort to 
utilize membership abilities. Effort should 
be made to facilitate the record work and 
reduce the pressure of such detail on the 
professional staff, through seeking methods 
for handling such records by greater use of 
machinery and of clerical personnel. 

c. Emphasize that Headquarters has 
been and should be a port of call for mem- 
bers passing through Chicago, to enable 
staff and members to profit by consulta- 
tion. 

Note—The new Headquarters’ building 
should afford an unlimited opportunity for 
the development of hospitality and a sense 
of general comradeship. 

d. Providing for a survey of Head- 
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quarters organization and methods by a 
qualified technical staff. 
Note—Headquarters is carrying a tre- 
mendous burden of work growing out of the 
requests of different groups. Possibly some 
of this might now be reduced or eliminated. 
Much detail at Headquarters is handled by 
the professional staff that might be carried 
with less detriment to the staff and more 
technical efficiency by specialists from other 
fields, or by clerical workers with specialized 
experience. Although work at Head- 
quarters seems to fall into three categories— 
professional librarians, qualified clerical 
workers, specialists—as the organization is 
now administered some staff members do 
work for which they are not specially 
trained and which limits their progress. 
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e. Developing flexibility in Headquarters 
administration and providing for inter- 
change of experience between Headquarters 
and the library field through these steps: 

(1) Establish a fellowship for work at 
A.L.A. Headquarters, with a sufficient pro- 
vision to offset living costs, so that alternat- 
ing department heads could be relieved at 
intervals for several months to enable them 
to work in the field. (2) Invite members 
for Headquarters visits for cooperation on 
special projects. (3) Recruit professional 
staff members for assignment in their chosen 
field so as to qualify them for further work 
in the library world after appropriate Head- 
quarters experience, thus developing a bene- 
ficial interchange of staff and professional 
contact. 


Supplement 


'The committee's recommendations were 
greatly influenced by comprehensive and 
-enlightening comments from many past and 
present officers and board members. Fre- 


quently the same points were covered at: 


great length by widely scattered corre- 
spondents. While space restrictions forbid 
inclusive quotations, selected comments 
follow, with their relation to specific rec- 
ommendations indicated. 


IIa-b 
The present membership of the A.L.A. Ex- 


ecutive Board is unnecessarily large; perhaps- 
it could be reduced to seven instead of thir- 
teen. I don't think the decisions reached by 
seven members, provided they were well dis- 
tributed among the constituent groups of the 
A.L.A., would be greatly different than the de- 
cisions reached by thirteen members. More- 
over, these decisions could be reached at a 
considerable saving in time and at a very 
considerable saving in costs to the A.L.A. 
treasury. 


More frequent meetings of Executive Board, 


but the cost will be about twelve hundred dol- 
lars per meeting. Second Vice President not of 
much value. Omit, make board a little small- 
er, and let board fill a vacancy in First Vice- 
President if necessary. 


I recommend more time for meetings on the 
part of the Executive Board. Meetings in con- 
nection with the annual conferences and in 
midwinter are killing to those who participate 
in them, particularly if they are fifty years of 
age. 


l IIc 


An extra day or two before first or October 
session of Executive Board, for new members 
to visit Headquarters to get acquainted and to 
“go to school” to learn how A.L.A. operates. 
It takes a long time to acquire the knowledge 
that seems to be assumed is possessed by new 
members. 


Possibly an extra day or two at Headquar- 
ters for the new members would be a help. 
I think the Headquarters office does a fine job, 
however, in keeping the board members in- 
formed and, in general, in educating the new 
ones. 
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Orientation course for green. board mem- 
bers, including two or three days at Head- 
quarters and some intensive in-service training 
with the Executive Secretary. 


IId 


As each board member comes new to the job, 
have him receive a well-organized brief sum- 
mary of issues already under consideration and 
those pending—just as a bird's-eye view of 
the year to come. (This might be made by 
one of the members longer on the board who 
already has‘the information at his fingertips, 
if A.L.A. lacked staff at Headquarters to do 
such a thing.) Remember it needs to be a 
diary-like affair of very great brevity. 


Invite nominee for President-Elect to meet 
with Executive Board and to receive all com- 
munications as soon as possible. 


Ie 


Probably too many topics come before the 
board for consideration, including a fair num- 
ber of relatively unimportant items. If the 
board could in some way limit its deliberations 
to issues of major importance, I think the sig- 
nificant items of the A.L.A. program would 
receive more constructive attention. 


I have been a member of the Executive 
Board several times. Each time I felt at a 
great loss as to questions under discussion, for 
it requires some little time, etc., to catch up. 
This did not result from any fault of the 
Headquarters office but from my inclination 
to leave the management of the A.L.A. in 
Headquarters hands and with A.L.A. officers 
and from giving too little thought to A.L.A. 
matters in between times. 

Certainly when Í was a member of the 
board, everything possible was done by Head- 
quarters to keep us informed. The amount 
of material sent us was almost prohibitive, but 
if we read it with reasonable attention there 
was no difficulty in comprehending the prob- 
lems of the board. Personally, I always took 
the point of view that the recommendations of 
the Executive Secretary, as the responsible 
officer of the organization, were valid and 
should be approved. Discussion at meetings 
clarified the problems, and when decision was 
necessary, individual members of the board 
seemed to have no difficulty in arriving at rea- 
sonable judgments. 
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One sharp impression that remains was the 
apparent triumph of caution over candor. I 
had expected all board members to have plenty 
of convictions and to express themselves freely. 
A few did, but, on the whole, controversial 
subjects recalled school days, when students, 
not quite sure of the answer, looked around 
cautiously to hear what someone else would 
say first. 

Discussions during Executive Board meet- 
ings frequently have quite a different aspect 
to the problems than that given in off-the- 
record conversations elsewhere. It seemed 
that certain things had been discussed first by a 
small group within the board and that, later, 
other members hesitated to speak up in op- 
position to what seemed a prefabricated point 
of view. 

The second greatest handicap was the over- 
crowded agenda. Long practice, preferably 
accompanied by pipe-smoking, had hardened 
the veterans, but to the novice it was over- 
powering. Long-range planning is-a very fine 
thing and a necessary one at this time, but it 
has taken too great a proportion of the board’s 
thought and energy, in view of the short- _ 
range planning long neglected. 

Develop in the board ability to select more 
judiciously the immediate and important prob- 
lems to be faced and acted on, and develop 
also the inclination to lay all cards on the table. 


I often felt a contradictory difficulty—such 
a deluge of information, the purpose of inform- 
ing was defeated and yet no reports are as bad. 
Is there a reconciliation possible? Brief, clear, 
adequate, and interesting reports that will con- 
vey a good total picture and correct interrela- 
tions of A.L.A.’s many parts. 


If 


The handicap that I felt fairly often was the 
lack of-knowledge of the opinion of the A.L.A. 
members. I still feel that I do not know as 
well as I should what the A.L.A. members 
want the A. L. A. to do. There are so many 
special groups working in very different fields 
that perhaps a unified approach is impossible, 
but I am sure that we could greatly benefit 
by having niore general discussions of ALLA. 
policies by the membership. 


If it were possible to start from scratch, 
I would like to see some arrangement made 
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for the regular sampling of opinion of A.L.A. 
members, which could be summarized and 
tabulated for the use of the Executive Board 
members. 
Iig 

The. board (and the Council) should be 
encouraged to represent more directly the 
membership at large. To enable them to do 
so, the suggested questionnaire to be filled out 
before election would be helpful. At present, 
voting members have little idea of the policies 
- in which nominees believe, Such a question- 
naire involves difficulties, to be sure, but it 
would also remind board and elected Council 
members that they are representatives of the 
entire Association. 


IVb 


The only functions assigned to the Executive 
Board are those of administering the affairs 
and finances of the Association; that is, it 
must carry out the policies decided by the 
Council and see that the Association is kept 
solvent. 

The troubles that the -Executive Board 

- has arose largely in the failure of the Council 
to define a clear-cut policy, formulated with 
some appreciation of the relative importance 
of various objectives and with considera- 
tion of the money available annually. 
Librarians seem able to connect libraries with 
every human activity. The Association can- 
not finance work in all directions, but the 
great number of committees suggests that we 
are trying to. 7 

Someone needs to be hardheaded, and this, 
it seems to me, should be the Council rather 
than the Executive Board. The Council made 
a mistake years ago when it admitted the 

' members generally to its meetings. As a re- 
sult, it has never been a deliberative body that 
discussed policy quietly and carefully and 
arrived at conclusions. No board of directors 
can get anywhere trying to make policies in 
a stockholders’ meeting. 


Council seems rather ineffectual. As a 
deliberative body it has no chance to deliber- 
ate. Mail voting and opinion polls by mail 
could well be expanded. 


Va 


The board gave very considerable attention 
to the work of the Headquarters staff and to 
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the extension of that work more than they 
did to the work which was being done or 
could be done by committees. I do not think 


-that committees were encouraged to go ahead 


on their own. I think there was too much 
of a feeling that if work were to be done it 
must be done by Headquarters staff and some 
funds must be provided for the work. I 
believe if some funds were available for the 
work of special committees more of a return 
would be received than by extending the work 
at Headquarters, at least in some cases. 
'The major change I would like to see in 
A.L.A. work is more emphasis on committee 
work and more encouragement of committees 
through small grants. I would like to see 
more realization that certain work could -be 
done by members and that everything worth- 
while need not be done by paid employees. 


VI 


I think the only change that is needed in 
the Headquarters organization is a provision 
of more first-rate assistants with enough time 
to do their job thoroughly. The idea of doing 
the job thoroughly includes keeping closely in 
touch with the membership interests and 
abilities. . : 


Closer relation between state and national 
association needed. An assistant executive 
secretary is needed—someone to “cultivate 
members” and write the right kind of letters 
to the disgruntled, a trouble shooter and a 
glad-hander at national and state meetings. 


Vie 


Many times I have wished that the A.L.A. 
had a field representative who spends all his 
time in the field. Miss Merrill does this 
excellently, but to me it is a full-time piece 
of work, By spending time in the field, I 
believe all libraries would feel in closer touch 
with A.L.A. activities and the field represen- 
tative could interpret the A.L.A. more 
successfully than otherwise can be done. 


The members of the Committee on Rela- 
tions with Local Library Groups and on 
Membership Participation are: Marian C. 
Manley, chairman, Ella V. Aldrich, Robert. 
Dumont Franklin; Mrs. Alice Brooks 
Mooney, Claire Nolte, Louis M. Nourse, 
Ruth H. Shapiro, Jesse Hauk Shera. 
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